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 The cold, rainy weekend was no obstacle 
for the volunteers of the 2016 Fall Alleyway 
Cleanup as they worked hard to improve the 
alleyways of Big Rapids.
 On Saturday, Oct. 15, Ferris students and 
community members met outside Williams 
Auditorium at 11 a.m. in hopes of cleaning 
as many alleyways in the Big Rapids com-

munity as possible. 
 “The goal of this is to make people learn 

about recycling a little bit 
more but also to kind of 
bridge that gap between 
community members and 
college members just by 
setting the example that 
we’re going to go out and 
clean alleys and stuff. So, 
hopefully, everybody will 

be enthused to join in making our city pret-

ty,” said Ferris math senior and one of the 
coordinators of the event, Kyle Denney. 
 The event was coordinated by the 
Bulldogs Sustainability Alliance, the Ferris 
student government and the city of Big 
Rapids. 
 “I feel like people don’t understand the 
importance of having a clean community 
and having an open community and a 
supportive community,” said Ferris criminal 
justice junior Nikeila Jordan. “It’s something 
we should do.”

 Over 60 volunteers came out Saturday, 
which meant that 12 
alleyways were assigned, 
covering about 50 blocks 
throughout Big Rapids 
according to Denney.
 “I came out today to 
support our community, 
give back and to really 
promote what our fraterni-

ty is about, which is service to all mankind,” 
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Ferris fourth year pre-med student Skylar Wing (left) and fourth year dental hygeine major Tarae Keathley (right) took part in Ferris’ 2016 Fall Alleyway Cleanup event in Big Rapids. 
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 Ferris State’s student government will be 
under new leadership following the resignation 
of former president and Ferris criminal justice 
graduate student Dylan Tantalo.
 Tantalo was elected and sworn into office on 
April 11, 2015.
 The resignation comes on the heels of Tanta-
lo accepting a full-time position as a dispatch 
specialist at the Ferris State Department of Pub-
lic Safety. Tantalo’s new job and ongoing pursuit 
of his master’s degree will demand most of his 
time, which is why he opted to step down.
 “This was no easy decision to make,” Tantalo 
said. “It’s been a pleasure serving as the stu-
dent government president. We’ve done a lot of 
work and have really increased our presence, 
which was one of the things that I ran on and 
that we really wanted to do.”
 Tantalo was replaced by now-former vice 
president and Ferris public relations senior Josh 
Olszewski.
 “I am confident that Vice President Joshua 
Olszewski will lead this organization in a posi-
tive direction. Josh is a charismatic, energetic 
student who is passionate about students and 
their experiences at Ferris State University and 
a student who is passionate for this organiza-
tion,” Tantalo said.
 Tantalo and Olszewski had discussed and 
planned for the passing of the torch prior to the 
resignation.

 “Dylan was going back and forth with the de-
cision for a while. He really didn’t want to step 
down because he loved what he was doing and 
he was really good at it. He really just wanted to 
make sure he did what was best for the position 
and best for himself as a student and profes-
sional,” Olszewski said.
 Olszewski became a member of student gov-
ernment last spring when Tantalo appointed 
him to the vice president position. Olszewski 
has also worked in the CLACS office for three 
years, served as president of the Music Industry 
Management Association and had a seat on the 
Student Leadership Activities Advisory Council.
 “I want to focus on cultivating relationships 
with student organizations, and faculty, and 
staff and a lot of the same goals Dylan had. 
We’re going to continue with those goals,” Olsze-
wski said.
 Olszewski wants to focus on establishing 
more transparency when it comes to student 
government meetings and decisions. The orga-
nization has already made a push in this direc-
tion, as they’ve begun to livestream meetings 
on the group’s Facebook page.
 “We have a great cabinet this year, and really 
a great general assembly. Everyone has been 
really supportive and it’s been a lot of fun diving 
into this stuff,” Olszewski said. “I’m excited to 
step up and serve.”
 Olszewski will appoint a vice president to be 
sworn in at the next student government general 
assembly meeting Tuesday, Oct. 18.

NEWS
“It’s a national movement that 
resonates with a lot of African 

Americans, or multicultural students,”
 - Arshano McKenzie
See below for story
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Ferris criminal justice graduate student, and outgoing president, Dylan Tantalo (left) poses 

with successor, public relations senior Josh Olszewski (right).

Student government 
president resigns

Vice president Josh Olszewski set to take the 
place of outgoing president Dylan Tantalo
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 As many students know, Ferris’ Rock Café is com-
monly recognized by the two continuously painted boul-
ders that sit in close proximity to the restaurant. 
 According to Sharaé Williams, Ferris healthcare ad-
ministration senior and president of the Black Greek 
Council, the Rock Café covered up a Black Lives Matter 
mural on the decorative rock in front of the establish-
ment Friday, Oct. 14, in preparation of Ferris’ Friends 
and Family weekend. 
 This conclusion was made based on an alleged report 
of a student employee overhearing Rock management 
discussing taking those very same actions. 
 “The Black Greek Council is composed of seven ac-
tive fraternities and sororities. We painted the large rock 
black with the words ‘Black Lives Matter’ in all our col-
ors,” Williams said. “Our intent was to bring awareness 
about what’s going on in our community and our world 
about police brutality.”
 Several reports alleged that the “Black Lives Matter” 
phrase was originally just covered with a large blot of 
orange paint for a time before later being completely re-
painted as a jack-o’-lantern. 
 “They didn’t attempt to cover up the entire rock to 
make it look nice,” said Arshano McKenzie, a Ferris 
healthcare administration and radiology senior of the 
initial change. “They just put a giant orange blob over 
the words and you can still somewhat see Black Lives 
Matter in the background; it just looks like if you had a 
giant artwork, you know, a giant canvas that was your 

Picasso and someone just threw a giant blue smudge of 
paint in the middle, how would you have felt?” 
 According to members of the Black Greek Council, 
they are not upset about the rock being repainted, as 
the rock is repainted with frequency; they are upset with 
the intent of the Rock Café and the manner in which 
they handled the situation.
 “It’s bigger than Ferris State, it’s bigger than Big Rap-
ids, it’s bigger than any organization on the campus,” 
McKenzie said. “It’s a national movement that reso-
nates with a lot of African American or multicultural stu-
dents or anyone of color.” 
 Tom Pizzo, the manager of the Rock Café, denied any 
allegations of organizing a plan to cover up the Black 
Lives Matter artwork. 
 “We painted the orange jack-o-lantern because we 
have a special meal coming up on the 31st and we do a 
halloween contest and a candy buffet for our lunch and 
dinner meals,” Pizzo said. “We just thought it had been 
black for a long time.”
 Several other members of the Rock Café staff refused 
to comment on the issue. 
 The only written rules regarding decorating the rock 
lie within the student handbook and state: “Painting of 
the rock is on a first-come, first-serve basis. All organiza-
tions have equal access to the rock. Clubs and organi-
zations may not cover or ‘guard’ the rock after painting 
it and thus may not prevent other organizations from 
painting over their work.”
 The Black Greek Council is planning on repainting the 
rock in the near future. 
 “We’re not saying that other lives don’t matter,” Wil-
liams said. “We should all be treated with equality.”

Rock wars
The Rock Café accused of painting over Black Lives Matter propaganda
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According to several students, the rock in front of the Rock Café had been 

haphazardly covered with orange paint before being transformed into the 

jack-o’-lantern above. 
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Ferris State University does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion or creed, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, marital status, veteran or 
military status, height, weight, protected disability, genetic 
information, or any other characteristic protected by applicable 
State or federal laws or regulations in education, employment, 
housing, public services, or other University operations, 
including, but not limited to, admissions, programs, activities, 
hiring, promotion, discharge, compensation, fringe benefits, 
job training, classification, referral, or retention. Retaliation 
against any person making a charge, filing a legitimate 
complaint, testifying, or participating in any discrimination 
investigation or proceeding is prohibited.

Students with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation 
may contact Educational Counseling & Disabilities Services at 
(231) 591-3057 in Big Rapids, or the Director of Counseling, 
Disability & Tutoring Services for Kendall College of Art and 
Design at (616) 451-2787 ext. 1136 in Grand Rapids. 
Employees and other members of the University community 
with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may 
contact the Human Resources Department, 420 Oak St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or call (231) 591-2150.

Inquiries or complaints of discrimination may be addressed to 
the Director of Equal Opportunity, 120 East Cedar St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or by telephone at (231) 591-2152; or Title 
IX Coordinator, 805 Campus Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307, or by 
telephone at (231) 591-2088. On the KCAD Grand Rapids 
campus, contact the Title IX Deputy Coordinator, 17 Fountain 
St., Grand Rapids, MI 49503, (616) 451-2787 ext. 1113.
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Skate party 
 Ferris’ Black Greek Council will be holding their annual 
skating party this week at the Big Rapids Roller Rink. The price 
is $5, including a skate rental, and the proceeds go to breast 
cancer research and awareness. Students are encouraged to 
drop by the rink Thursday, Oct. 20, from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. to 
take part in the event. 

Tailgate picnic
 Before the football game this weekend, Ferris’ Office of Hous-
ing and Residence Life, in collaboration with dining services, 
will be hosting a resident appreciation tailgate picnic. This 
event is free to on-campus residents and meal plan holders. 
Students must present their Ferris ID in order to get in, and 
the first 500 students will receive official game-day long sleeve 
t-shirts. The picnic will run from 11:30 a.m. until kickoff at 1 
p.m. on Top Taggert Field. 

Debate watch 
 Ferris’ Political Engagement Project will be hosting a watch 
party for the final Trump/Clinton presidential debate Wednes-
day, Oct. 19. The viewing will be held in IRC 109 starting at 
8:30 p.m. and will offer free food and drinks to those in atten-
dance, as well as an opportunity to win prizes.

By Angela Graf - News Editor

Vander-baked 
 Oct. 4, 4:25 p.m., officers 
responded to a report of marijuana 
in Vandercook Hall. One individual 
was identified and a warrant was 
sent to the prosecutor for posses-
sion. 

Just a little change 
 Oct. 5, 10:40 a.m., officers 
ticketed a student for altering a 
parking permit. 

Hitting and running 
 Oct. 6, 1:45 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a report of a hit and run 
accident in Lot 42.

*Screeching metal* 
 Oct. 6, 2:30 p.m., officers 
responded to a two car accident in 
Lot 27.

MIPed 
 Oct. 6, 6 p.m., officers contacted 
an intoxicated subject at the Ewig-
leben Ice Arena. The subject was 
found to be a minor and received 
a MIP. 

Swiped 
 Oct. 7, 9:50 a.m., officers in-

vestigated a report of cash stolen 
from a desk drawer in the science 
department. 

Running and hitting  
 Oct. 7, 9:55 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a report of a hit and run 
accident in Lot 3.

Drunk but not driving 
 Oct. 8, 10:20 p.m., officers en-
countered a suspicious subject in 
Lot 39. The individual was found to 
be intoxicated but had no intention 
of driving and was released. 

Hurling hot sauce 
 Oct. 8, 10:30 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a report of a disorderly 
subject in the Rock Café. A male 
student was chasing a female 
student around the dining area 

and throwing hot sauce at her 
because she had taken his hat. The 
individuals were escorted from the 
premises. 

Locked out 
 Oct. 8, 10:55 p.m., officers inves-
tigated a civil dispute in the West 
Campus Apartments. One tenant 
had locked the other out of the resi-
dence. The situation was resolved 
between the two of them. 

Breaking without entering 
 Oct. 10, 10:40 a.m., officers 
responded to an incident at a 
ground’s maintenance shed. One 
of the windows had been broken, 
however nothing was found to be 
missing. 

Reefer bonding 
 Oct. 11, 4 p.m., officers respond-
ed to a report of marijuana in Bond 
Hall. One individual was identified 
and lodged in jail for possession. 

The Ferris Department of Public 
Safety issued 343 parking viola-
tions totalling $5,580 between the 
dates of Oct. 6 and Oct. 12. 

Reports of creepy clowns continue
DPS fields three reports of clowns spotted on campus

 There have been three reported sightings of 
individuals dressed as clowns on campus since 
Tuesday, Sept. 27, according to Ferris State De-
partment of Public Safety Director Bruce Borkov-
ich. DPS officers investigated all three reports but 
did not find any clowns in the area.
 Borkovich attributes the reports chiefly to the 
Halloween season, and believes reports of clowns 
on campus will die off following the holiday.
 “It’s Halloween season and people get a lit-
tle wired up and maybe get into it a little bit too 
much, but there’s no danger or anything for peo-
ple to be alarmed about,” Borkovich said. “I hope 
if people are doing this just to get a laugh, that 
they’ll stop and slow down to think that this might 
really cause some people to be fearful.” 
 The Halloween season tends to bring with it 
an increase in crimes in general, according to 
Borkovich.
 “We’ll see a little bit of uptick in predictable 
things. Something as simple as smashing pump-
kins or toilet papering houses or people in cos-
tumes,” Borkovich said. “Whenever someone at 
night sees someone in a costume, it’s upsetting 

to some people. People watch the horror movies 
and get themselves worked up so something like 
that can upset them.”
 Borkovich has been told that local stores have 
had trouble keeping clown costumes in stock due 
to high demand.
 “You have the right to dress up as a clown,” 
Borkovich said. “As long as no one is hurting any-
body or causing any problems, they have a right 
to do it.”
 While dressing up as a clown in public is legal, 
there is a delicate balance between playing dress-
up and harassment.
 “The mere action of someone dressing up like 
a clown with a mask on standing somewhere star-
ing at people—a lot of people would think it was 
funny and a lot of people would be very alarmed,” 
Borkovich said.
 While DPS answers all calls and will follow up 
on any report of a clown sighting by sending offi-
cers to the scene, Borkovich said, “my suspicion 
is that people are doing it as a prank.”
 “If we get a call then we will answer it, but we 
sure hope that people understand that if they do 
this just to get attention or to create anxiety when 
in fact it isn’t true but they’re calling it in, then 
they can end up getting in trouble for filing a false 
police report,” Borkovich said.

Keith Salowich

Editor in Chief 

Crimes on campus can be reported to DPS at 

231-591-5000
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Clown masks on display in Big Rapids’ Halloween Store, located off of Perry Avenue. 
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Ferris to the rescue
 ITT Technical Educational Services Inc. 
closures recently left 30,000 students 
with no degree and a questionable future 
for their education… until Ferris stepped in 
to help some of those students fulfill their 
dreams of a college degree. 
 ITT announced Tuesday, Sept. 6, that 
130 campuses would be closing nation-
wide, leaving students with no degree. 
 “When ITT closed all of their campuses, 

it left students with anxiety about what 
steps they needed to take to continue their 
education,” said DeeDee Stakley, director 
of the Office of Transfer and Secondary 
School Partnerships. “Ferris reached out to 
former ITT students to help alleviate their 
anxiety and help them to see that a college 
degree is still a possibility.” 
 According to Stakley, out of the thou-
sands of former ITT students, Ferris should 
expect to see around 15 to 20 students 
transferring to Ferris. 
 “While we are not anticipating a large 

number of former ITT students  to enroll 
at Ferris, we do anticipate that we will be 
able to assist a number of students in their 
quest for a college degree,” Stakley said. 
“We will work with former ITT students to 
help them make the transition to becoming 
a Bulldog.” 
 Students may be eligible for financial aid 
and individuals from Ferris’ Financial Aid 
Office will work with students to explore 
what options are available to help the tran-
sition. 
 “It is essential for students to work with 

an adviser who can help students to un-
derstand which ITT classes will transfer to 
Ferris and what the student’s educational 
plan will look like,” Stakley said. 
 According to Stakley, Ferris does not re-
port any problems for former ITT students 
transferring to Ferris. Advisers are pre-
pared to work with students to develop the 
best plan for students. 
 “Reaching out to former ITT students is 
the right thing to do and is a way for Ferris 
to help students turn a difficult situation 
into a positive,” Stakley said. 

Ferris helps students stranded by ITT nationwide closures
Andrea Lenhart

Torch Reporter

when they see us doing community service.”
 Volunteers who picked up trash and recyclables and 
raked leaves were rewarded with hot cocoa and dough-
nuts. 
 “I wanted to help clean up Big Rapids because I’ve been 
through these alleyways while walking and realized how 

dirty they were, and also I’m part of honors and a big por-
tion of honors is volunteer hours and it’s a great way to 
get that,” said Ferris digital animation freshman Alex Ryn-
kiewicz.
 Ferris pre-pharmacy sophomore Miranda Blaine found 
out about the event for her RSO—the Newman Center for 
Catholic students—through a campus wide email. 
 “[It’s fun] helping the environment [and] spending time 
with my RSO co-members,” Blaine said. 

 “I’m a very big stickler on the community; I really want 
the community to be a better place for everyone,” Jordan 
said.  “So, I do this actually in Detroit with my grandfather. 
We’re really big in the community in Detroit and so, when 
I heard that they were cleaning up the alleyways, I felt like 
I had to help.” 
 The planning of the event began last spring and coordi-
nators hope to make this an annual event within the com-
munity, according to Denney.

ALLEYWAYS 
Continued from page 1

 What’s full of information and rainbow all over? Fall 
Pride Week at Ferris.
 Last week was jam-packed with activities marking the 
Fall edition of Pride Week at Ferris. The week is put on by 
the Advocacy and Education of Gender Identity and Sexu-
ality Pride (AEGIS) and The Diverse Sexuality and Gender 
Alliance (D-SAGA) registered student organizations (RSO). 
 The goal of this week is to not only raise awareness, but 
to represent all students at Ferris.
 “It is important to spread awareness of the LGBTQIA+ 
community because we deserve to be represented and 
respected just like any other student here at Ferris State 
University,” said Ferris advertising/integrated marketing 
communications junior Lucas Gillis. “If other folks learn 
more about the community, there’s a better chance of 
our community’s voices being heard and an even better 
chance of our campus being more inclusive.” Gillis is the 
vice president and a founding member of AEGIS. 
 The week consisted of four events aimed at educating 
the masses and promoting inclusion. On Monday, Trans-
gender/Nonbinary Ally Training was held. According to 
Gillis, this was to teach people how to be an ally to trans-
gender communities. 
 “This can be done by respecting pronouns, under-

standing what it means to identify as transgender/gender 
non-conformity, etc.” Gillis said. 
 Tuesday was  LGB Ally 101. This was to learn how to 
become an ally to lesbian, gay and bisexual communities. 
 “This day is separated from  Monday’s  topic because 
although the two communities are part of the LGBTQIA+ 
community as a whole, there’s specific ways to be a prop-
er ally and splitting up those days would be much more 
beneficial than overloading or overlooking any other infor-
mation,” Gillis said. 
 Wednesday’s event was LGBTQIA+ in the Media.
 “Some of the misrepresentations can harm the com-
munity,” Gillis said. 
 Thursday was Sexual Awareness Day which was aimed 
at teaching people about safe sex.
 “Regardless of how you identify, sexual health and sex-
ual awareness are important,” Gillis said.
 Dr. Mischelle Stone is the advisor for AEGIS and also 
sees the value in Pride Week.
 “Pride Week is a demonstration against the pervasive 
discrimination and violence toward members of the LB-
GTQIA community,” Stone said. “Though largely symbolic, 
it serves as a reminder of the struggles, the lives lost, and 
the pain suffered as a result of prejudice and discrimina-
tion.  It is also a symbol of hope, love and belonging in a 
world dominated by straight privilege,” Stone said. 
 For more information about AEGIS and other RSOs at 
Ferris, visit ferris.orgsync.com.

Every color in the rainbow
Megan Hiler

Torch Reporter

Ferris celebrates pride week 
 When I say LGBTQIA+, 

that stands for Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, 

Intersex and Asexual plus. This 

term is meant to be as 

inclusive as possible 

because there are so many 

gender identities and 

sexualities. 

–Lucas Gillis

4 Bedroom, 1 1/2 Bath, 
Washer, Dryer, Dishwasher, 
$1,000/month, Utilities not 

included, No Pets. 
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Ferris plastics engineering sophomore Isaac Lampe talks to a representative from North American Lighting in the University Center at Ferris’ 2016 fall career and internship fair. 

From bulldogs to professionals
Ferris hosts career and internship fair

 Finding a professional internship or job can prove to be 
difficult for many students. Luckily for Bulldogs, Ferris is 
bringing the job opportunities directly to them. 
 Ferris’ Center for Leadership, Activities and Career Ser-
vices (CLACS) will be hosting the annual Career and In-
ternship Fair in the University Center 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 17, and Tuesday, Oct. 18. 
 Over 240 employers are expected to attend, according 
to Michele Albright, Ferris coordinator of the Career Volun-
teer Center. 
 “It sounds like a good place to find employers that are 
interested in having interns, which is important,” said Fer-
ris music industry management freshman Steven Schae-
fer. 
 There will be employers looking for students of busi-

ness, computer information, healthcare, education, physi-
cal sciences, social sciences, engineering technology and 
law enforcement, as well as opportunities with non-profit 
organizations and state and federal employment, accord-
ing to Albright. 
 “Explore career options, network with employers, gather 

information, [take] advantage in finding 
an internship and employment, apply for 
internships and employment and meet 
employers that are hiring now,” Albright 
said. 
 The Career and Internship Fair has 
been annual at Ferris since 2013 and 
has had close to 1,000 students attend 
in each previous year, according to Al-
bright. 

 “The after-college jobs and internships are extreme-
ly important to students, obviously, because that’s their 

end goal,” said Ferris biology freshman Molly Fitzgerald. 
“Having someone interested in you and having you on their 
team would be very important, and just to see and make 
sure that’s definitely where you want to go, that’s definitely 
where you want to be in a couple of years. I feel like that 
would be the importance of it.” 
 All Ferris students are welcome to attend at any time on 
either day and a list of the employers who will be attending 
can be found on Orgsync. 
 Students can preview the employers who will be attend-
ing as well as preview what the employers are looking for 
and what they have to offer. 
 “Serious seekers should dress to impress and bring sev-
eral copies of their resumes,” Albright said.  
 Students can contact CLACS in the University Center or 
at clacs@ferris.edu with any further questions or concerns 
about the Career and Internship Fair.  

Harley Harrison

Torch Reporter

Steven Schaefer
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“I want to be able to work with 
people who have medical strug-

gles just like me.”
  - Connor Bartz
See page 9 for story

 Ferris students from different backgrounds and ma-
jors have joined together to participate in a registered 
student organization and do their part in the fight 
against cancer.
 As students partake in their four years at Ferris State, 
there is plenty of opportunity to get involved in at least 
one worthy registered student organization (RSO). One 
option could be the hard working and active Five-Star 
RSO, Colleges Against Cancer (CAC). 
 “Colleges Against Cancer is a student-run organiza-
tion here at Ferris State that raises cancer awareness 
and education throughout campus on cancer-related 
topics,” said Ferris music industry management junior 
and CAC President Cat Loschiavo.
 CAC pairs up with the American Cancer Society (ACS) 
to plan and host the campus-wide fundraiser Relay For 
Life each spring in the Wink Arena. Last spring, Relay For 
Life raised $48,742.58 in donations and participants to-
taled 1,141.
 “My favorite part of CAC is putting on the actual Relay 
For Life,” said vice president and Ferris pharmacy senior 

Cody Wise. “Last year I worked logistics, so I handled 
where all the tables go, where the stage went and all 
that stuff.”
 Although Relay For Life may be the largest fundraiser 
CAC organizes, the student organization is planning two 
fun and interactive fundraisers for this fall, one of which 
is The Purple Toilet Fundraiser.
 “The event is a month-long fundraiser that focuses on 
raising cancer awareness and raising money for breast 
cancer research,” Loschiavo said. “We have a painted 
purple toilet seat that will be passed from RSO to RSO, 
and each RSO, when they receive the toilet, will have 
10 days to either pay $10 to have it taken away, $15 to 
pass it to an RSO of their choice or pay $20 to get toilet 
insurance, which they will be safe from the toilet for up 
to 10 days.”
 The Event Development committee of CAC is respon-
sible for the design of the toilet and organization of The 
Purple Toilet Fundraiser.
 “At the end of the month we will have a dodgeball 
tournament,” said event development co-chair and Fer-
ris business and human resources sophomore Greg 
Brunner. “The RSOs that raise the most money will get 
an advantage and the RSOs that raise the least amount 

are going to get a disadvantage.”
 Lauren Boyd, event development co-chair and Ferris 
nursing junior added, “Most of the proceeds will end up 
going for breast cancer awareness.”
 Besides the Purple Toilet Fundraiser in October, CAC 
also organizes the Bearded Bulldog competition that 
formally begins Tuesday, Nov. 1, and will run through 
the end of November. Participants shave their beards 
completely on Monday, Oct. 31, and by the end of No-
vember, the participants with the craziest beards, most 
decorated beards and participants who raised the most 
money will receive prizes. The event is in support of can-
cer patients going through treatment.
 Other activities involving CAC include The Big Event, 
Rake n Run and a new project aimed to encourage a 
smoke-free Ferris campus called “The Great American 
Smokeout.”
 CAC currently sits at about 30 registered members 
through OrgSync but that number generally increases 
once planning for Relay For Life begins. Meetings are 
held each Wednesday at 7 p.m. in IRC room 107, and 
new faces are always welcomed. The atmosphere within 
CAC is fun, friendly and every event they put on is for a 
great cause, according to members of the RSO.

RSO spotlight
Colleges Against Cancer

Travis Sacher

Torch Reporter

Photo by: Travis Sacher  | Torch  Reporter

The E-board of College Against Cancer, from left to right: Cody Wise, vice president; Lucas Wejrowski, treasurer; Catherine Loschiavo,  president; Lindsay Cavanaugh, community service chair; Caitlyn Toering , secre-

tary.
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Word on the street
Ferris students and alumni talk about how they’ll 

participate in the 2016 election
By Nick Vander Wulp - Lifestyles Editor

 

MEET THE TORCH
Nick Vander Wulp | Lifestyles Editor

Nick’s work can be found at www.fsutorch.com/author/nick-vander-wulp

 I’m a journalism and technical communication senior graduating in May, 
2017. I love to travel and have been all over the United States, Canada, Cuba 
and Europe. Greece is by far my favorite country that I’ve visited, and I love 
the Greeks and their culture because as people they live for today and take 
tomorrow as it comes. My goals after Ferris are to find my way into a foreign 
correspondent job and continue to travel.

Torch: Who are you voting for and why?
 “I’m not voting, because I don’t want to 
choose between two bad options. I feel like 
my vote doesn’t matter anyway. I’m from 
Illinois, so there’s a 90 percent chance 
Clinton will win the whole state anyway. So 
what’s one vote either way?”
Torch: Have you considered voting for a 
third party candidate?
 “Yeah, I like both of the main third party 
options, Jill Stein and Gary Johnson. Realis-
tically, even voting for them wouldn’t make 
that big of a difference. I’m kind of cynical 
and pessimistic about it.”

Torch: Who would be your ideal candi-
date?
 “I think I like Gary Johnson the best. 
I’ve identified as a libertarian for a while. I 
think he’s a pretty cool guy, even though he 
doesn’t know where Aleppo is or anything 
like that. I like the personal freedoms and 
everything else he stands for. I’m also more 
fiscally conservative.”
Torch: What issues are most important to 
you?
 “I’m not that educated on what his spe-
cific stances on the main issue are. I’m 
more aligned with libertarianism in gen-

eral and he seems like he’s a reasonable 
person. He’s better than Hillary or Donald 
Trump.”
Torch: What’s your personal opinion 
about participating in American democ-
racy?
 “If there’s two good candidates, that’s 
one thing. I think people give up. Either way 
it’s going to be a bad choice, so why even 
bother? Hopefully it’s not like this in all of 
the future elections. Hopefully it returns 
back to normal.”Alex Gullickson

Actuarial Science | Senior

Torch: Who are you voting for and why?
 “I’ll write in John Kasich. I like his poli-
cies and what he believes in. I agree with 
most of things he says, so I’ll vote for him.”
Torch: What are some of the issues you’re 
standing on?
 “Religion, his general demeanor and 
basically everything about him. It’s not 
Trump.”
Torch: What’s your personal opinion on 

participating in American democracy?
 “I personally want to vote so I can have 
my say and say that I voted. I have the right 
to vote so why not? I don’t know why you 
wouldn’t want to vote. I think if you don’t 
care, just write in. I’m writing in because I 
don’t want to vote for either of the two who 
are most likely to get in. I write in my vote 
so I can do my part and exercise my right 
to vote.”

Torch: Have you looked at the third party 
candidate?
 “I’ve looked at a couple. The couple I 
looked at I really didn’t like. I just didn’t 
agree with a lot of things they said, so I 
stick with my write-in. I’ve still been watch-
ing the third party candidates and the de-
bates to see if any of them can change my 
mind, but as of now I’m going with Kasich.”

Hakeem Harshman
Mechanical Engineering 

Technology | Alumni

Torch: Who are you voting for and why?
 “Well, most aligned with my beliefs 
would be Hillary Clinton. However, I fall into 
the wide spectrum of people who aren’t 
satisfied with either. So I’m potentially not 
voting. It’s that whole ‘lesser of two evils’ 
dilemma which I’m currently struggling 
with. Is it better to vote for someone or no 
one? That’s where I’m at.”
Torch: Have you considered voting for a 
third party candidate?
 “I don’t really like the third party can-
didate either. I don’t think [Gary Johnson] 
is a good third party candidate. I think his 
beliefs align more as Republican in many 
ways. I believe in about half of the things 
he believes in, but the other half I’m con-
flicted with.”

Torch: What issues are most important to 
you?
 “I’m in favor of raising the minimum 
wage. I’m also in favor of equality for all. 
It’s arguable that the Republican platform 
isn’t as in favor of equality. It’s difficult to 
pull more issues off the top of my head be-
cause I’m not super involved in politics.”
Torch: What’s your personal opinion 
about participation in American democ-
racy?
 “Pretty much everything in this election 
I’m conflicted with. I do believe that you 
should vote and you should exercise that 
right. One of the things I’m currently looking 
into and studying, because I’m a philoso-
phy minor and I like to think about things 
critically, is if it’s better to vote for some-

one who you don’t necessarily agree with 
if you’re still voting, or if it’s better to with-
hold your vote. Some people say ‘if you’re 
really interested in either platform, then it’s 
a wasted vote,’ but I know a lot of people 
would argue differently. I’m between trying 
to figure out where I should go, whether 
or not it’s with a wasted vote or if I should 
exercise my right. It’s said that if you don’t 
vote, then you have to be accepting of the 
circumstances. For example, if you dislike 
Donald Trump and you don’t vote then you 
can’t be upset with the outcome because 
you didn’t vote. I’m trying to better educate 
myself on whether a vote outside of those 
candidates is a wasted vote or not.”

Ryan Fouts
Computer technology | Senior

Jordan Brinker
Undeclared | Freshman

Torch: Who are you voting for and why?
 “I’m voting for Hillary Clinton. Because I 
think she is fighting for a lot of things that 
have gone unfought human rights-wise. 
I believe she really wants to benefit our 
country and will help benefit the overall di-
rection our country is heading, and I think 
she’ll be a lot better choice when it comes 
to foreign affairs. I also believe she’ll not 
want to take rights away from anyone, and 
she wants to make it a more liberal and 
more unified country.”
Torch: What’s your personal opinion 

about many people not voting and partici-
pating in American democracy?
 “I think it’s stupid. It’s our choice as a 
nation. If we don’t make our choice as a 
nation, what’s going to happen to our coun-
try? The fact that no one is choosing to par-
ticipate, how is it going to help us have a 
better chance as the next generation rising 
up to make choices for our country? That’s 
insane. I don’t like that no one is voting.”
Torch: What are some issues important 
to you?
 “Women’s rights and the right of a wom-

an to her body. Her body is her own body. 
The fact that Clinton recognizes that and 
Trump doesn’t. Last year, there was some 
debate about what she wants to do in De-
troit and that she wants to bring money to 
Detroit and revitalize it. I think that’s huge. 
I think that it’s so cool she looks at people 
and looks at communities more as a com-
munity and not just statistics or numbers. 
She looks for the basic human right every-
where she wants to improve.”
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Asking the tough questions
NAACP student organization hosts event to raise awareness to issues on campus

 Ferris students opened dialogue on cam-
pus during the Multicultural Explosion event 
hosted by students of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) registered student organization.
 Around 40 students participated in the 
event from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 
11, in the Interdisciplinary Resource Center. 
Students were encouraged to sit with people 
they didn’t know to get perspectives outside 
of their circle of friends.
 Dialogue questions started out with ice-
breakers such as asking students if they 

preferred the Rock or Quad cafeterias. The 
questions then started to dive into deeper 
issues of student life on campus.
 “After the icebreakers, they go into more 
serious and deeper questions such as, ‘Are 
heterosexuals and homosexuals treated 
equally on campus?’” said Ferris respiratory 
therapy junior Shawndra Tucker and host of 
the evening’s event.
 The other questions asked throughout the 
event included: Do stereotypes ever stop 
you from going out to events on campus? Do 
you ever feel like you can’t go to a certain 
part of campus? Why or why not? 
 “Most people said that stereotypes don’t 
stop them from going to an event,” Tucker 
said. “However, they do believe that names 

of groups, for example the NAACP, stop peo-
ple from coming because they feel like most 
people don’t know the organization isn’t just 
for black people but it’s multicultural.”
 Kayla Jordan, Ferris business marketing 
sophomore, said she wanted to see the 
questions raised during the event bring 
more awareness to the issue and possibly 
even help bring about solutions.
 “Sometimes, it’s hard to get more people 
to come to an event, especially if they’re not 
familiar with the organization,” Jordan said. 
“We definitely try to get as many different 
kinds of people together as we can.”
 “Some of the draw to attending events 
such as the Multicultural Explosion and join-
ing groups on campus such as the NAACP is 

that students can gain experience in many 
different facets of their professional and 
personal lives,” Jordan said.
 “Unity on campus does exist, and some-
thing NAACP likes to focus on is to get more 
people from different ethnic backgrounds 
and cultures to be unified because nowa-
days people feel like they have to categorize 
themselves with their race or just by the way 
they do things. We can all come together 
and be one,” Jordan said.
 Tucker said she saw the evening’s event 
as a success because the discussions had 
been sparked among the participants, and 
now the work can begin to create a better 
environment on campus.

Nick Vander Wulp

Lifestyles Editor

Photo by:  Andrea Cordes | Torch Photographer

Students attending the NAACP Multicultural Explosion enjoy pizza and beverages as they discuss questions to explore different aspects of the diverse population on campus.

 Halloween is creeping around the corner, and the 
long-awaited activities and celebrations of the spooky 
season will kick off this week.
 Ferris’ Circle K International (CKI), a community service 
registered student organization (RSO), will host its annual 

Haunted House at the Paris Fish Hatchery for six nights this 
month. Like CKI’s other work, proceeds from the event will 
go to children and families in the Big Rapids area.
 “All of the money raised goes towards our other projects 
such as Salvation Army Angel Tree, Wigs4Kids hair drive, 
and Easter baskets for the foster kids of Mecosta County,” 
said CKI president Megan Meerman.
 “We change the layout of the hatchery each year so 

guests can return again and again without the house being 
repetitive,” Meerman added. 
 Students and local residents can venture through the 
fearsome hatchery on six different nights.
 Tickets are $5 for the main floor, $10 for both floors, and 
students who bring a canned food item will receive $1 off 
the ticket price.
 

Adriana Walker

Torch Reporter

Halloween 
happenings

Graphic by:  Sarah Massey | Production Assistant

Haunted House | Oct. 20 and 27
Paris Fish Hatchery from 6 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Haunted House | Oct. 21, 22, 28, and 29
Paris Fish Hatchery from 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Pumpkin Carving | Oct. 20
Red Fox Market at 6 p.m.

Haunted Corn Maze | Oct. 22, 28 and 29
Four Green Fields from 8 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

BR Fall Festival | Oct. 28
Downtown Big Rapids from 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

(Includes chili-cook off with local restaurants)

Upcoming Halloween activities
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on the fun!

1/2 off Appetizers!
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the Holiday Inn
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BEER 

TOWERS!
1005 Perry Ave, Big Rapids, MI 49307 
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SUNDAY
u $6.00 Wing Basket • Happy Hour Specials u Starting at Noon

MONDAY
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TUESDAY
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THURSDAY
u $6.50 Burger & Beer  u Starting at 6pm

SATURDAY
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Choice of Side u Starting at Noon

FRIDAY
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Connor Bartz is a Ferris social work graduate student who has had several surgeries over the course 

of his life. He attributes his hidden struggles to helping him make his career choice in social work.

 Ferris social work senior Connor 
Bartz presented to students and fac-
ulty about his chronic illness and hid-
den struggles since birth.
 Approximately 20 Ferris represen-
tatives gathered to hear the motivat-
ing life story of Bartz, who has over-
come many barriers within his life. 
 Bartz said he was rushed to the 
hospital within 10 days of being born 
due to health complications. He was 
the youngest patient at the time to be 
flown via Aero Med.
 After doctors examined Bartz’s 
health condition, it was agreed that 
he would become shunt dependent. 
A shunt is a narrow piece of tubing 
that is inserted into the brain in the 
fluid-filled ventricle.
 “I didn’t know what a shunt was, 
now I know so much about it,” said 
Ferris student Caroline Waterman. 
“These type of events are informa-
tive because you become exposed to 
things that you may not be exposed 
to.”
 Throughout his life, Bartz has had 
25 major surgeries and there is no 
guarantee that he won’t have more. 

He said that as a kid, meeting nice 
neighbors who were like grandpar-
ents gave him hope that everything 
will be OK.
 “Even though I’ve had so many 
major medical issues, I was never 
diagnosed with a disability,” Bartz 
said. “I’m still able to comprehend 
and function and learn as well as 
others.”
 Bartz said he struggled in school 
because of long hospital stays which 
made him feel singled out from the 
other students.
 Since being in college, Bartz has 
learned how to play the piano, be-
come a drumline bass drummer, and 
is currently writing a novel.
 “I would consider this seminar mo-
tivational because he overcame huge 
obstacles,” said Ferris social work ju-
nior Hannah Ventimiglia.
 “Last year, I received my Bache-
lor’s degree in social work, and now 
I’m in graduate school working on my 
Master’s in social work,” Bartz said. 
“I want to be able to work with peo-
ple who have medical struggles just 
like me.”
 For more information on Disability 
Awareness Month events, visit ferris.
edu/ecds/. 

Disability awareness month 
acknowledges Ferris student 

Connor Bartz
Tia-Jane’ Oakes

Torch Reporter

Hidden struggles
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“I think we’re ready to 
make a run and make it all 

the way.”
  - Zach Sieler
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Despite outshooting the Wolverines 29-16 in last Saturday’s matchup at Ewigleben Arena, the Dawgs faced disappointment again after dropping the game 2-1 which moved their record to 0-5 on the season.

Up for the challenge
Despite tough start, FSU hockey ready to get back on track

 An 0-5 start may have the casual Bulldog hockey fan wor-
ried, but the young group of Dawgs on the ice see nothing 
but a chance to improve and get back on top.
According to many of the players, the general consensus 
is that there is nothing to worry about. Despite the team’s 
record, sophomore goaltender Darren Smith has been per-
forming well this season, and he recognizes and owns that 
the team needs to tweak some things and get the wins roll-
ing.
 “Yeah, it has been a slow start for us but it is early in the 
season and some guys are still trying to get used to our sys-
tems,” Smith said. “We also have a young [defensive] core 

this season as we lost four of our senior [defensemen] last 
year, and they are still getting adjusted to the speed of col-
lege hockey.”
 Smith tallied up 836 total saves during his 2015-2016 
standout freshman year. Smith has 137 so far this year.
 “We have had some positives in the past couple games, 
and I just think we need to keep working hard, establish our 
identity as a gritty team that’s going to outwork the opposi-
tion every night, and things will start to go our way,” Smith 
said.
 Junior defenseman Tyler Dorantes also commented on 
the performance of the team, showing confidence in some 
of the newer Bulldogs.
 “I think all four of the freshmen [defensemen] look at 
our system and understand that we are a hard-nosed team 
and that is how we need to play defensively,” Dorantes said. 

“They are all competitors and skilled hockey players who are 
adapting to Bulldog hockey and doing a great job, too. I feel 
like we have all made some mistakes through the first four 
games but we are working out those kinks and learning from 

them.”
 Dorantes’ realistic, no-bull-about-it atti-
tude toward improving as a team is bal-
anced out by his understanding of the im-
portance of remaining a team, win or lose. 
 “I think we need to stay together and 
continue to believe in one another,” Dor-
antes said. “We know how we need to play 
day in and day out and we know that it is 

going to take everyone to win. When we stick to the game 
plan and are locked in during practices and games, we are 

Beau Jensen

Torch Reporter

Tyler Dorantes

See Hockey on page 11
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 The Ferris State women’s volleyball team in-
creased their win streak to 12 after a clean sweep 
of the Midwest Regional Crossover Tournament over 
the weekend.
 The Bulldogs had a slow start to the 2016 sea-
son, losing five of their first ten games. However, 
after each loss the team came back stronger in the 
next match.
 “We started our season playing a very tough na-
tional schedule,” said head coach Tia Brandel-Wil-
helm. “We competed hard and came up short in a 
couple matches, but we learned and got better ev-
ery day.”
 The team lost a few key players to graduation 
last year, but has found new up and coming under-
classmen to fill those holes. A mixture of new play-
ers such as freshmen Allyson Cappel and Maeve 
Grimes, as well as leadership from returning players 

has allowed the Bulldogs to find success.
 “We did lose some great people and players,” 
said junior Katie Placek. “We’ve worked really hard 
in practice and off the court to be supportive of 
each other in order to fill those roles.”
 With a 16-5 overall record to begin the season, 
the team looks ready to repeat the success of last 
year’s squad. Coach Tia Brandel-Wilhelm knows 
what her team must do in order to compete for this 
year’s GLIAC title.
 “This team is committed to each day,” Bran-
del-Wilhelm said. “They take each moment and 
do their best then to move on to the next moment. 
These Bulldogs attack every practice and every 
match with the mentality to get a little better and to 
play for their teammates.”
 With nine consecutive conference games in the 
coming weeks, the FSU volleyball team will look to 
improve their 7-1 conference record.
 The Bulldogs will try to extend their win streak in 
Ohio as they take on conference opponent Findlay 
at 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 21.

Sports Shorts
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By Marshall Scheldt - Sports Editor

Women’s tennis weekend sweep 
 The Ferris State women’s tennis team dominated two GLIAC foes 
last weekend to improve to 7-3 on the season.
 On Friday, Oct. 15, the Bulldogs blanked the Ashland Eagles 9-0, 
dropping only one set out of all nine matches to deny the Eagles their 
first win of the season.
 The Bulldogs picked up where they left off Saturday, Oct. 16, as 
they took down Walsh by a score of 8-1. Ferris State is currently tied 
for fourth in the GLIAC and has already clinched a berth in the GLIAC 
Tournament that will take place Friday, Oct. 28, to Sunday, Oct. 30.
 Before the Bulldogs play in the conference tournament, they’ll take 
on rival Grand Valley State at 4 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 19, at the FSU 
Racquet and Fitness Center.

Shutting it down
 The Ferris State women’s soccer team went 2-0 last week with a 
pair of shutouts. 
 On Thursday, Oct. 14, the Bulldogs defeated Findlay 1-0 thanks to a 
goal by junior midfielder Rachel Fouts. Fouts’ goal in the 13th minute 
of the game was all the Bulldogs needed to walk off Top Taggart Field 
with a victory.
 Ferris State improved to 5-6-3 overall with a 3-0 victory over Ohio 
Dominican Sunday, Oct. 16. The Dawgs are now 3-2-3 in the GLIAC, 
which is good enough for fifth place in the conference.
 Junior midfielder Hilerie Schatzle, sophomore defender Carley Dub-
bert and senior defender Meredith Smith all found the back of the net 
for the Bulldogs.
 The team will take the field at home noon Friday, Oct. 21, on Top 
Taggart.

Former Bulldog plays in first NFL game
 Former Ferris State wide receiver Jacob Lampman made his Nation-
al Football League (NFL) debut on Sunday for the New Orleans Saints.
 Lampman was formerly on the practice squad for the Saints, but 
it was announced Saturday, Oct. 15, that the former Bulldog was 
promoted to the active roster. 
 In the Saint’s game against the Carolina Panthers, Lampman was 
on the field as a gunner for the New Orleans’ punt coverage team. 
Lampman took advantage of his role, making three tackles in his first 
ever NFL game.
 Lampman and the Saints will head to Arrowhead Stadium in Mis-
souri to take on the Kansas City Chiefs 1 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 23.

Mitch Maloney

Teeing off on the competition

Volleyball continues hot streak

 Fall athletics usually bring a lot of attention to the 
Ferris State football and hockey programs, but the 
men’s golf team has silently been making waves un-
der a new coach.
 In what has been a fantastic start to the begin-
ning of the team’s 2016-2017 season, Bulldog golf 
has dominated their competition, grabbing first 
place for four straight tournaments. Last week saw 
the Dawgs claim the Midwest Regional title in Mis-
souri before finally finishing off the fall portion of the 
season Monday, Oct. 18.
 Jack Weller is a junior on the team and has con-
sistently been a top performer for the Dawgs. Weller 
said that he is already excited to get the spring sea-
son rolling.
 “We are very proud of this season and we have 
all put in a lot of hard work to get us this far,” Weller 
said. “I think the best thing we can do as a team is 
stay focused throughout the winter and push each 
other to continue practicing even when we can’t get 
outside.”
 Weller spoke highly of new head coach of both 
the men’s and women’s teams Kyle Wittenbach, a 
2012 Ferris State alumnus. Wittenbach returned 
to Big Rapids and took over this year after serving 
as the head coach at Northern Michigan University 
until 2014.
 “Personally I have enjoyed getting to know the 
new coach,” Weller said. “I think I can speak for the 
rest of the men’s team when I say we have really 

enjoyed the first fall season with Coach Kyle and are 
excited for the spring season, he is a great coach.”
 Wittenbach has also made great impacts in other 
parts of the game as well according to junior Ryan 
Bayer, who finished 17th overall in the Midwest Re-
gional Invite.
 “Coach Wittenbach has been a good addition to 
our team, and his new outlook on workouts, practice 
and playing in tournaments in general has helped all 
of us on the men’s team tremendously,” Bayer said. 
“He helps us stay more focused on the course and 
pushes us to accomplish what we are capable of.”
 Bayer might be on to something when it comes to 
Wittenbach’s contributions to success as the Dawgs 

have a consistent group of men 
who have been near the top on 
any given day.
 “On the course, all of us guys 
who play in the starting five have 
the capability of going low,” Bay-
er said. “This helps out a lot be-
cause most teams only have one, 
maybe two of these players. So 

even if one guy has an off day, we know the fifth guy 
will be right up there helping out still.”
 Taking the place of former coach Mike Mignano 
who took Ferris to the Division II NCAA Tournament 
in all nine years of his Bulldog tenure may not be 
easy but Wittenbach has made it look as simple as 
6-inch putt.
 After a long winter hibernation, the Ferris State 
men’s golf team will be resuming this season’s play 
at the SVSU Spring Invitational Saturday, March 18, 
in Georgetown, Kentucky.

Ryan Bayer

Beau Jensen

Torch Reporter

Brendan Samuels

Torch Reporter

watch us on youtube
FSU torch

a tough team to beat.”
 Last year’s WCHA Championship Bulldog team only notched one 
win through their first five regular season games and things turned out 

pretty well for them. Junior forward Mitch Maloney, 
who scored the Bulldogs’ very first goal of the 2016-
2017 season, summed up the team’s early woes.
 “The record does not reflect the way we are play-
ing,” Maloney said. “I think we need to play with a 
little more speed and grit, especially early in games. 
The goals will come if we do the little things right. It 
is not a systematic adjustment as much as it is an 
effort and energy thing.”
 The Dawgs will return to play in front of the Bull-

dog faithful once again 7:07 p.m. Friday, Oct. 21, in Ferris’ Ewigleben 
Ice Arena. 

HOCKEY 
Continued from page 10

Photo by: Aubrey Kemme | Multimedia Editor

After a slow start to the season that left the Bulldogs facing a 4-5 record, they have won 12 consecutive matches.
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 The Ferris State football team dominated the 
Northern Michigan Wildcats 45-23 on Top Tag-
gart last Saturday.
 The Bulldogs thrived on the ground, rushing 
for 436 yards on 50 attempts at a clip of 8.7 
yards per carry. With the Ferris State rushing 
attack being nearly unstoppable, the Bulldogs 
only threw the ball nine times all game for a 
measly 46 yards, which really affected the 
outcome of this week’s Ferris Fantasy Football 
matchup.
 Only two Bulldog receivers had catches on 
the day, for a total of five receptions in the 
game, which is why the Bulldogs wide-receivers 
combined for just 8.5 points this week.
 Ferris quarterback Reggie Bell had a field-day 
on the ground, with 154 rushing yards and four 
touchdowns and a whopping 41 fantasy points, 
accounting for nearly half of the team’s fantasy 
total this week. Another problem that plagued 
the Ferris fantasy potential was how much the 
Bulldogs split carries in the backfield this week.
 Nine total Ferris players tallied at least one 
rushing attempt in the game, making it tough 
for one or two running backs to have stand out 
performances. Granted, junior running back Ja-
haan Brown did run for 103 yards on only nine 
carries but his point total of 10 was matched by 
fellow running back Robert Thomas who carried 
six times for 45 yards and a touchdown.
 With this week’s 116.5 to 82.5 win, I have 
improved to 5-1 in Ferris Fantasy Football while 
the Bulldogs improved their on-field record to 
5-2 with their win against NMU.
 We’ll see how the Bulldogs fair next week as 
they take on Lake Erie 1 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 22, 
on Top Taggart Field.
 The Dawgs will go up against the following 
week 7 lineup.
QB: Matt Ryan, Atlanta Falcons: 
 Matty Ice has been a very pleasant surprise 
for fantasy owners this year as the top quarter-
back in ESPN scoring. He has a very favorable 
matchup against a non-existent and injury rid-
den San Diego Chargers secondary, so expect 
more big things from him this week.
RB: Demarco Murray, Tennessee Titans: 
 Murray is heavily used by the Titans, who 
square up against an Indianapolis Colts de-
fense that allows 4.8 yards per carry. Look for 

Murray to get the ball early and often, which 
could result in a big day.
WR1: Julio Jones, Atlanta Falcons: 
 This guy is absolutely unstoppable, unless 
there’s interferance on a very crucial play by 
Richard Sherman and the refs don’t throw a 
flag, but that’s a story for a different day. You 
can double or triple cover Jones, but he’s going 
to get open and catch a lot of passes for a lot 
of yards and probably a touchdown or two while 
he’s at it.
WR2: Michael Crabtree, Oakland Raid-
ers:  Crabtree doesn’t have an incredibly 
favorable matchup this week against a pret-
ty good Jaguars secondary. But he plays for a 
pass-happy offense that often finds themselves 
having to pass even more because their de-
fense allows so many points that it’s tough to 
keep up. Also, with Amari Cooper having two big 
weeks for the Raiders coming into this game, I 
think the Jags will place more focus on Cooper, 
leaving a very able Crabtree to take advantage 
of 1-on-1 coverages.
FLEX: Hunter Henry, San Diego Chargers: 
 Henry has emerged as one of Philip Rivers’ 
favorite targets in the red zone, having caught 
a touchdown in his last three games. Henry will 
be playing against a weak Falcons defense, so 
expect San Diego to move the ball well, and find 
opportunities to feed Henry, especially in goal 
line situtations.
D/ST: Baltimore Ravens: 
 The Ravens have a pretty good matchup 
against a poor Jets offense in week seven. The 
Jets have a tendency to turn the ball over often 
as well.
K: Josh Brown, New York Giants: 
 The Giants head to Twickenham, London to 
play an early game on Sunday. In a city that 
is full of people that like watching people kick 
balls, the crowd should be seeing plenty of that 
as the Giants have attempted more field goals 
than any other team so far this season.

Marshall Scheldt
Sports Editor

Ferris Fantasy Football Team Torch Box Score

Ferris State Box Score

Starters

Starters

Position Player Stats Pts

Position Player Stats Pts

QB Tom Brady 28 COMPLETIONS, 376 
PASS YDS, 3 TD

32

QB Reggie Bell 5 COMPLETIONS, 49 PASS YDS, 
154 RUSH YDS, 4 RUSH TD 41

LeSean McCoyRB 140 RUSH YDS, 2 REC, 
3 TD

33

Marvin CampbellRB 62 YDS, TD 12

Jordy NelsonWR1 5 REC, 68 YDS, FUM 6.5

Shakur SandersWR1 3 REC, 40 YDS 5.5

Jeremy MaclinWR2 3 REC, 49 YDS 5.5

Ja’Juan PollockWR2 2 REC, 6 REC YDS, 28 
RUSH YDS

3

Rob GronkowskiFLEX 7 REC, 162 YDS, TD 25.5

Robert ThomasFLEX 45 RUSH YDS, TD 10

Buffalo BillsD/ST 16 PA, INT 6

Ferris StateD/ST 23 PA, 337 YA, 2 SACKS 2

Caleb SturgisK 2 FG, 2 XP 8

Wyatt FordK FG, 6 XP 9

Total: 116.5

Total: 82.5

Photo courtesy of Kevin McDermott

Ferris junior running back Jahaan Brown and junior quarterback Reggie Bell currently lead the team’s rushing attack with a combined 1,373 yards and 11 touchdowns on the ground.

Home field playoff push
Ferris football looks to capitalize on home field advantage

 After a blowout home victory Saturday,  
Oct. 15, Ferris football looks to move up in 

the GLIAC rankings and make the playoffs 
with three of four remaining games on the 
schedule taking place at home.
 The Bulldogs dominated the Northern 
Michigan Wildcats 45-23. Junior quarter-
back Reggie Bell only had 46 yards passing 

on five of eight attempts, but passing was 
not needed as he torched the Wildcat de-
fense for 154 yards and four touchdowns 
on the ground. Bell had three touchdowns 
in the first half.
 Bell said his offensive line was instrumen-

tal in the victory.
 “[The Wildcats] didn’t have as many play-
ers in the box so that opened up a lot of 
holes and we took advantage. Our offensive 
line came to play,” Bell said.

Cody Burkhard

Torch Reporter

See Football on page 13
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 Top Dawg honors go to freshman wom-
en’s soccer goalie Grace Kraft this week. 
The Bulldogs played two games this 
weekend and Kraft was instrumental in 
the Bulldogs defending Top Taggart Field. 
 Ferris State first hosted the Findlay 
University Oilers Friday, Oct. 14, and won 
1-0. Saturday, Oct. 16, Ferris faced off 
against the Panthers of Ohio Dominican 
University and notched another shutout, 
this time 3-0. Kraft saved all sixteen 
shots on goal and played all 180 minutes 
in both games combined. 
 Kraft has had to fight to win the start-
ing job. To start the season, goal keeping 
duties were rotated with fellow freshman 
Alison Chesterfield and junior Nyla Pe-
terkin. Since becoming the goalkeeper 
full time, Kraft has only allowed one loss 
which came against GLIAC foe Lake Erie 
Friday, Oct. 7, in Painesville, Ohio. 
 On the season, Kraft has 66 saves, a 
save percentage of 91.7, and now seven 
shutouts. Ferris women’s soccer now im-
proves to 5-6-3 with the pair of victories 
over the weekend.
 Ferris State women’s soccer will look to 
continue their longest win streak of 2016 
when they play Saginaw Valley State Uni-
versity Friday, Oct. 21. Start time is noon 
at Top Taggart Field in Big Rapids.
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Photo by: Kaitlyn Kirchner | Photographer

Johnathon Gustin

Torch Reporter

Grace Kraft

 This home victory came a week after the Bulldogs lost to Grand 
Valley 35-23 for their second loss of the season. In the two seasons 
prior, Ferris did not lose a single regular season game. With two 
under their belt already, it is possible the Bulldogs may need to win 
out to make the playoffs.
 This would mean every game from here on out is a must win. 
However, head coach Tony Annese said every game is a must win 
already.
 “I’ve coached over 320 games and every single one is a must 
win,” Annese said. “I tell my guys it’s not life or death but play like 
it’s life or death.”
 The Bulldogs are currently fourth in the GLIAC behind Ashland, 
Wayne State and first place Grand Valley. Ferris already lost to Ash-
land and Grand Valley, so the biggest game remaining is against 
Wayne State which has had a dramatic improvement over last year. 
Wayne State was fifth in the GLIAC last year with a record of 5-5 but 
has opened up this year 6-1, good enough for second in the GLIAC. 
The Bulldogs will play Wayne State at home Saturday, Oct. 29.
 Getting home field for most of the rest of the season is a huge 
advantage for the Bulldogs who have been in the playoffs the last 
two years. That advantage is rest for the players.
 Annese said, “People can’t really put a value on the rest you get 
when playing at home. It’s hard to find enough rest to keep your 
team strong and moving forward on the road.”
 The last two years, the playoffs seemed eminent. Now Ferris 
must keep strong down the stretch to reach the postseason. Soph-
omore defensive end Zach Sieler believes they will achieve that.
 “We’ve learned from our mistakes in past games. I think we’re 
ready to make a run and make it all the way,” Sieler said.
 Ferris will look to continue its momentum against Lake Erie 1 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 22, in Big Rapids.

FOOTBALL 
Continued from page 12

like us on facebook at
Ferris State Torch
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 Ferris State’s Alumni Building is the oldest 
building on campus and like most old buildings, 
it voices its age with noises that seem especial-
ly prominent late at night. Yet, unlike other old 
buildings, Alumni’s creaks and groans may be 
attributed to a supernatural source.
 The Alumni Building was dedicated in 1929, 
and was one of the only surviving buildings of 
Ferris’ infamous fire in February of 1950. It’s truly 
a historic building but to many its reputation is 
dominated by rumors of the paranormal rather 
than its significance in Ferris State history.
 Over the years the building has seen myriad 
class sessions held and countless custodians 
sweeping the floors. It’s also seen multiple vis-
itations by paranormal investigators, several of 
which one particular custodian has been a part of.

 Shirryl Sanger, who has been maintaining the 
Alumni Building as a custodian for over 10 years, 
has thoroughly explored the dark recesses of the 
building with paranormal investigators.
 During one of these investigations, Sanger 
accompanied the investigators into the old weight 
room in the heart of Alumni’s basement. The 
investigators were armed with a recording device 
and asked several times if anyone from the “other 
side,” wanted to say anything.
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“A few minutes of your 
downtime could save lives.”

  - Keith Salowich
See page below for story

The Ferris State Torch 
is published on 27 

Wednesdays throughout 
the academic year. This  
student-run newspaper 

is printed by 
The Pioneer Group.

 Student media retain the same 
rights, responsibilities, privileges 
and protections afforded by the 
First and Fourteenth Amendments 
of the U.S. Constitution and under 
applicable state laws.
 The Torch and fsutorch.com, the 
student newspaper and its accom-
panying online version focused on 
Ferris State University, are public 
forums for student expression. Stu-
dent editors have the authority and 
responsibility to make all content 
decisions without censorship or ad-
vanced approval for both the print 
and on-line editions of the student 
newspapers.

Keith Salowich
Editor in Chief

Alumni-tiville horror
Examining rumors of the supernatural in 

Ferris’ Alumni Building

See Ghosts on page 16
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 Take out your license. Study it. 
Look at how awkward you looked in 
high school when that picture was 
taken. Do you still weigh the same 
amount? Have you gotten taller? 
Now check one more thing. Are you 
an organ donor?
 If so, feel free to skip this col-
umn, and go buy yourself some ice 
cream. Seriously, you deserve it for 
signing up to potentially save lives.  
 If you’re not a registered donor, 
then what the hell is wrong with 
you? 
 According to the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, 
there are currently almost 120,000 

people on the waiting list for an 
organ or tissue transplant, and on 
average 22 people die each day 
while waiting for a transplant.
 Meanwhile, precious organs are 
being wasted through the crema-
tion or burial of unregistered bodies 
everyday. At least the worms get to 
enjoy the rotting, potentially life-sav-
ing organs of unregistered corpses 
since living humans aren’t able to.
 All major religions of the world 
support organ donation. If not for 
religious or health purposes, then 
why not donate your organs? They 
don’t serve much good to a corpse 
six feet underground, but could be 

the difference between life and 
death for somebody’s daughter in 
need of a kidney or a man with 
vision loss who could have his sight 
restored.
 Kidneys, lungs, bones, corneas 
and many other pieces of the 
human anatomy can be salvaged 
post-mortem to save up to eight 
lives or heal up to 50 individuals 
in the case of tissue donations, 
according to donatelife.net.
 Just over half of the United 
States’ population is composed of 
registered donors, and 54 percent 
of Michigan’s population has signed 
up. You should sign up, too.

 Registering as an organ donor 
takes just a matter of minutes, and 
can be done online at Michigan.gov 
or in person at your local secretary 
of state office. The deceased’s fam-
ily is not charged for the procedure 
of harvesting organs, nor does the 
removal of organs scar the body in 
such a way as to prevent an open 
casket funeral. 
 Next time you’re sitting in the IRC 
between classes, take a break from 
browsing Facebook to register as an 
organ donor.
 A few minutes of your downtime 
could save lives.

Cartoon by: Mikala Piller | Cartoonist
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 Last week, a video was released 
starring Donald Trump—the republican 
presidential nominee—making com-
ments about the actions he likes to 
take around “beautiful women.” Such 
as he “can’t help but kissing them” and 
“grabbing them by the pussy.”
 As horrifyingly disgusting and upset-
ting as this is, it was in no way a surprise 
that Trump said these things. From mak-
ing comments about his own daughter 
and walking into the dressing rooms of 
the Miss Teen America Pageant, to all of 
the sexual assault allegations, he has 
long had an obsession with women’s 
bodies. I am not sure who made him 
the judge of all that is beautiful, but it 
is something he seems to take pretty 
seriously. 
 Trump made an attempt to defend 
his abhorrent comments by saying they 
were simply “locker room talk,” meaning 
that its okay because that’s how all men 
talk when women aren’t around! 
 But this is NOT okay and this is NOT 
“locker room talk.” This is a misogynis-
tic Neanderthal who is saying what he 
means. Athletes don’t talk about this in 
locker rooms, they talk about the sport 
or game they are playing. This is simply 
how Trump believes women should be 
treated, as mere objects to be groped, 
looked at and judged. 
 But never fear, Republicans—those 
who made him their party’s candidate 
in the first place—are stepping up and 
withdrawing their support from Trump 
for his comments. This is all fine and 
dandy but it is too little too late, and they 
are more than likely trying to save their 
own political careers. 
 Here is Kentucky Senator, Republican 

Mitch McConnell’s reaction:
 “As the father of three daughters, I 
strongly believe that Trump needs to 
apologize directly to women and girls 
everywhere and take full responsibility 
for the utter lack of respect for women 
shown in his comments on that tape.” 
 Arkansas Senator Republican John 
Boozman said,
 “As a husband, father of three daugh-
ters, and grandfather of two precious 
little girls, if I ever heard anyone speak 
this way about them, they would be 
shopping for a new set of teeth.” 
 And let’s not forget Texas Senator, 
Republican John Cornyn’s tweet:
 “I am disgusted by Mr Trump's words 
about women: our daughters, sisters 
and mothers.”
 Yes, the only reason Trump’s com-
ments are shocking and offensive is 
because these men just happen to have 
relatives that are females. Here’s an 
idea: be offended as a human being, 
not because you have a sister, daughter, 
wife, mother, grandmother, aunt, cousin 
that is a woman or a step-sister-twice-
removed-that-you-see-once-a-year-at-
Chirstmas. Be offended because his 
comments are sexual assault.
 Women are more than wives, daugh-
ters, mothers, etc. We are actual people. 
We are astronauts, professors, CEOs, 
coaches, doctors, inventors, reporters, 
managers, scientists and presidential 
candidates. We are not merely here for 
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Pro-Trump No-Trump
 Republican presidential nominee 
Donald Trump has come under serious 
scrutiny following the release of tapes 
of him admitting to kissing, groping and 
fondling women and showing no shame 
about it.
 And that’s putting it rather delicately. 
In his words, “when you’re a star they 
let you do it.”
 Since then, he’s been labeled every-
thing from insensitively sexist to a flat-
out rapist, and the women have been 
labeled as victims.
 But we need to back up a little.
 “When you’re a star they let you do it.”
 Sadly, he’s right. There are people in 
this world—some of them women—who 
like to chase fame and flirt with celebri-
ties. Before he was ever a nominee for 
anything, Trump was just another billion-
aire real estate tycoon. And the thought 
of a billion dollars turns a lot of people 
on; enough to put their guard down in 
terms of personal boundaries.
 I’m not saying Trump is the wonder-
boy white knight he probably believes 
himself to be. I’m saying he’s only a 
fraction as bad as some media outlets 
are trying to paint him to be. Who are 
we to judge when we only have pieces 
of the story without context or actually 
being there?
 Trump is suffering from something 
referred to as “typical beta male boast-
ing,” or as he called it, “locker room 
talk.” It’s where a man with little to know 
“game” talks a big “game,” and admits 
to sexual acts or prowess exponentially 
greater than actuality. Many men are 
guilty of it, including many that you know 
(maybe even yourself, yes I’m pointing 
at you, sir, with the glasses and fedora.).
 Maybe he did touch a breast, or kiss 

someone on the mouth, or talk sex with 
a single mom from Connecticut or what-
ever. Does he really seem the guy to 
have forcibly done so? Or do you think 
it might’ve been instigated just a teensy 
weensy bit? Is it truly villainous to brag 
such acts or just mildly pathetic?
 I wish I had answers to all of these 
questions. What I do have is the knowl-
edge that during a campaign, a nomi-
nee will use every weapon in their arse-
nal to expose the opposition as awful 
human beings. It’s an embarrassment 
game, and Trump has enough of that to 
feed a family of 12. Hillary’s experience 
with Bill in the past proved it’s an effec-
tive one.
 And sometimes—not necessarily this 
time—but sometimes, people will accept 
money to either commit acts or admit to 
acts that were far milder than reported 
or wholly fabricated.
 Come November, we should worry 
less about a person’s record with the 
opposite sex and more about a person’s 
record with political policy. We’re not 
voting for “#1 Dad,” we’re voting for the 
person to sit down face-to-face with the 
likes of Vladimir Putin. 
 Putin doesn’t give a shit about your 
“game.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: The author would like 
to note that he is not in favor of Trump’s 
actions but chose this topic as a means 
of showing unbiased, expository debate. 
Please keep hate mail to a minimum.

Jonny Parshall
Copy Editor

Megan Hiler
Torch Reporter

Photo by: Keith Salowich | Editor in Chief

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks to media following an RNC Debate hosted in Detroit on March 3.

Mano a mano
The Trump tapes

 Last week, a video was released 
starring Donald Trump – the republi-
can presidential nominee – making 
comments about the actions he likes to 
take around “beautiful women.” Such 
as he “can’t help but kissing them” and  
“grabbing them by the pussy.”
 As horrifyingly disgusting and upset-
ting as this is, it was in no way a surprise 
that Trump said these things. From mak-
ing comments about his own daughter 
and walking into the dressing rooms of 
the Miss Teen America Pageant, to all of 
the sexual assault allegations, he has 
long had an obsession with women’s 
bodies. I am not sure who made him 
the judge of all that is beautiful, but it 
is something he seems to take pretty  
seriously. 
 Trump made an attempt to defend 
his abhorrent comments by saying they 
were simply “locker room talk,” meaning 
that its okay because that’s how all men 
talk when women aren’t around! 
 But this is NOT okay and this is NOT 
“locker room talk.” This is a misogynis-
tic Neanderthal who is saying what he 
means. Athletes don’t talk about this in 
locker rooms, they talk about the sport 
or game they are playing. This is simply 
how Trump believes women should be 
treated, as mere objects to be groped, 
looked at, and judged. 
 But never fear, Republicans – the 
ones who made him their party’s can-
didate in the first place – are stepping 
up and withdrawing their support from 
Trump for his comments. This is all fine 
and dandy, but it is too little too late, and 
they are more than likely trying to save 
their own political careers. 
 Here is Kentucky Senator, Republi-
can Mitch McConnell’s reaction:
 “As the father of three daughters, 

I strongly believe that Trump needs to 
apologize directly to women and girls 
everywhere, and take full responsibility 
for the utter lack of respect for women 
shown in his comments on that tape.” 
 And Arkansas Senator Republican 
John Boozman said,
 “As a husband, father of 3 daugh-
ters, and grandfather of two precious 
little girls, if I ever heard anyone speak 
this way about them, they would be 
shopping for a new set of teeth.” 
 And let’s not forget Texas Senator, 
Republican John Cornyn’s tweet:
 “I am disgusted by Mr Trump’s words 
about women: our daughters, sisters 
and mothers.”
 Yes, the only reason Trump’s com-
ments are shocking and offensive is 
because these men just happen to have 
relatives that are females. Here’s an 
idea: be offended as a human being, 
not because you have a sister, daughter, 
wife, mother, grandmother, aunt, cousin 
that is a woman, or a step-sister-twice-
removed-that-you-see-once-a-year-at-
Chirstmas. Be offended because his 
comments are sexual assault.
 Women are more than wives, daugh-
ters, mothers etc. We are actual people. 
We are astronauts, professors, CEOs, 
coaches, doctors, inventors, reporters, 
managers, scientists and presidential 
candidates. We are not merely here for 
your pleasure.
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 After not hearing anything for a time, they decided to 
pack up the investigation and pore over the recordings 
that they had collected, which were initially found to be 
devoid of response. However, one of the investigators 
used software to slow the recording, and was then able 
to hear a lone word uttered by an outside source.
 “Help.”
 Another custodian in the Prakken/West/Alumni 
Building area spoke of her encounters with supernatu-
ral forces in the space. She has only been cleaning in 
that particular area for a few years, but when she first 
started she was rarely alone in the dark, according to 
her testimony of her own personal horror story.
 The custodian spoke of an orb, burning brightly with 
fluctuations of red, orange and yellow that would move 
erratically through the air. With its presence, it brought 
a scent of sulfur and a feeling of dread to those who 
bore witness to it.
 This entity left the Ferris State employee anxious 
about working at night, but she soldiered on, opting to 
fight the spirit rather than fear it. As a devout Christian, 
she routinely blessed the area and read from The 
Bible in hopes of warding off the threatening spirit. 
She claimed success, noting that instances of ghastly 
encounters have dropped off considerably since.
 I even had my own unexplainable experience in 
the basement of Alumni. I interviewed both of these 

custodians in the Torch office, which is located in the 
subterranean floor of Alumni. I used my phone for the 
interview, which is standard practice for many on our 
staff, and something that I’ve done hundreds of times 
in the past. Yet for the first time ever, something went 
wrong.
 Following the 40-minute interview, I found that I was 
unable to listen back to the audio. It still appeared 
within my voice memos app, but it was unlistenable, 
and also couldn’t be emailed. This was the first time 
anything like this had ever happened to me, and I’ve 
since recorded other interviews using the same app 
without problem.
 Only on the lone circumstance when spirits were 
discussed in an allegedly haunted building did my 
recording device fail. This was especially alarming in 
the wake of rumors I had heard about a ghost common-
ly referred to as “Michael,” who liked to tamper with 
the electronics of some of the paranormal investigators 
that stepped into his space.
 During the interview, one of the custodians repeated-
ly stated that she believed in the spirits, but others may 
perceive her as crazy because of that adamant belief. 
I’ve been working late hours in the Alumni Building for 
over a year now, and based on what I’ve heard, gath-
ered and personally experienced, I believe her.
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