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Atendees of Shapiro’s speech were diverse in their political views; while some were largely in agreement with him, others took the opportunity to peacefully protest. 
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Harvard graduate and political analyst Ben Shapiro drew an audience of over 500 people to the 

University Center ballroom for a speech and Q&A. 

 It makes the world go ‘round but it can’t buy 
happiness. They say that money talks and this 
week, the Torch was listening.
 We’ve included a special three-page sec-
tion focused on all things money in this week’s 
newspaper. Students are all paying customers 
shelling out big bucks for an education, so it’s 
important to track where that money ends up. 
 Ferris is a non-profit organization, but it 
still rakes in millions of dollars every year in 
tuition from more than 14,000 students and 

receives state funding. 
 Yet, enrollment is down and it’s taking cam-
pus budgets down with it. Ferris isn’t exact-
ly selling off the farm yet—as evidenced by 
several ongoing construction projects—but 
financial belts all around campus are being 
tightened nonetheless. So, what’s the effect?
 Flip this paper over and read pages 14-16 
to follow the dollar from your pocket all the 
way through your college experience. 

Chat with the chief: Big money

TORCH
Ferris State University

Truth, fairness and 
accuracy since 1931

 Ferris’ College Republicans invited political 
analyst and TV host Ben Shapiro to campus, 
marking the largest five-star event in recent 
history.
 More than 500 people attended the event, 
and it wasn’t just Ferris students. Individuals 
from Big Rapids High School, Grand Valley State 
University, Detroit and even Indiana were pres-
ent. 
 The University Center ballroom was com-
pletely full and many people were left standing 
Monday night, Feb. 6. There was also a heavy 
police presence with both local and state offi-
cers lining the room as well as more than eight 
police vehicles parked outside. 
 Andrew Kapanowski, secretary of Ferris’ Col-
lege Republicans and business administration 
senior attended one of Shapiro’s events at an-
other college and wanted to bring him to Ferris 
State.
 After working with Student Government, the 
Young Americas Foundation and local busi-
nesses, Kapanowski found a way to afford Sha-
piro’s $15,000 booking fee.
 Shapiro’s speech lasted for nearly 35 minutes, 
preceding a question and answer session that 
went on for nearly two hours.
 “I have never heard of Ben Shapiro, so I was 
interested in coming to find out about his po-

litical leanings,” said Ferris political economic 
junior Justin Austin. “I was pleasantly surprised 
because many of his views that were talked 

about were liberal.”
 Shapiro encouraged 
those that had opposing 
views to come up first to 
have a debate.
“[Universities] are in a lot of 
trouble because indoctrina-
tion has taken precedence 
over education,” Shapiro 
said.

 According to Kapanowski, Shapiro is a con-
servative speaker, but enjoys having a con-
structive discussion with those that disagree.
 Those in attendance were not afraid to open-
ly oppose or support Shapiro during his speech.
 “It was good that people were willing to get 
up and discuss [topics], people weren’t really 
going crazy, they were willing to listen and it 
was a good thing to see,” Austin said. “I was im-
pressed with the audience and speaker.”
 There was a lone protester standing out front 
with a sign before the event began.
Shapiro spoke to the protester and said, “I re-
spect you for showing your views and respect 
you for being peaceful.”
 “I think it was important for him to come to 
campus because I feel that the country is at a 
point right now where each side is trying to 
shut the other side out,” Kapanowki said. “And 
we do not want to hear what they have to say.”

Civil discourse
Students debate with conservative 

political analyst Ben Shapiro
Andrea Lenhart

Torch Reporter

Andrew Kapanowski
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NEWS “I think that [Trump] thinks he’s doing the right thing for the country but I don’t think 
that he’s considering the bigger impact,” - Victoria Mason, see below for story

Angela Graf | News Editor | grafa1@ferris.edu

The TORCH is now hiring NEWS REPORTERS

APPLY TODAY!
Contact Angela Graf | News Editor | grafa1@ferris.edu for more information

 Crafting buffs found a little piece of heaven last 
Saturday night at the Center for Leadership, Activi-
ties and Career Services (CLACS) hosted DIY crafting 
workshop. 
 Among the crafting opportunities were Ferris 
themed coasters, picture frames and cork boards. 
Ciara Kibby, a Ferris medical lab science freshman 
enjoyed almost all of the provided activities. 
 “It’s very fun, I love making crafts. I will come to 
every craft event CLACS has,” Kibby said. 
 Kibby was not the only crafting enthusiast at the 
workshop. Emily Laforce, a Ferris pre-optometry 
freshman, came to the event after learning about it 
in an email. 

 “I loved it. I loved how there was different stations 
for everything. I made some coasters, a poster and 
a bow. I love all the crafts the CLACS office does,” 
Laforce said. 

 CLACS staff running the event 
said the crafting events are some 
of the most popular and that stu-
dents should continue to look out 
for future crafting workshops. 
 Troy Longman, a Ferris criminal 
justice senior took a break from 
studying for the LSAT to hone his 
crafting skills. 
 “Ferris is awesome,” Longman 

said. “This is a good event and it’s pretty cool.” 
 The workshop was held last saturday night from 
eight to eleven at the CLACS office in the University 
Center.

Crafting with CLACS
CLACS office hosts DIY crafting workshop

Kip Biby

Torch Reporter
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CLACS hosted a crafting event in which students had the opportunity to make Ferris 

themed coasters, picture frames and cork boards. 

Emily Laforce

 “You are welcomed and you are loved,” 
read one of the post-it notes on the banner 
created by the Office of Multicultural Stu-
dent Services (OMSS), the Office of Interna-
tional Education and the Center for Latin@ 
Studies. 
 The Director of the Center for Latin@ 
Studies Kaylee Moreno organized an event 
where students had the opportunity to write 
notes of encouragement and inclusion to 
their peers  Thursday, Feb. 2. 
 “The major thing that we want to put for-
ward is that international students, domes-
tic students, minority students—we’re all in 
the same boat,” said secretary for the Office 
of International Education Sylvia Maixner. 
 With President Donald Trump’s recent 
executive orders toward refugees and im-
migrants, students feel there is a degree of 
uncertainty surrounding the futures of inter-
national students and international study. 
 “I think that [Trump] thinks he’s doing the 
right thing for the country but I don’t think 
that he’s considering the bigger impact,” 
said President of the National Organization 
for Women (NOW) and Ferris human re-
source management student Victoria Ma-
son. “It just seems like it affects people on 
such a personal, individual level, and I don’t 
think that’s being thought about.”
 According to Ferris’ 2015-16 Fact Book, 
exactly one international student last year 

was from any of the seven countries being 
temporarily barred from entering the United 
States. 
 “As far as this executive order, we don’t re-
ally have any that are being directly impact-
ed, it’s more of a fear,” Maixner said. 
  The message that the banner intended 

to send was one of love 
and inclusion, according 
to Maixner.
 “You are here as Ferris 
State University students 
and we as a staff and 
faculty want you here,” 
Maixner said. “We care 
about what your upbring-
ing is. We care about your 
religion, because we care 

about you. And no matter what, you are wel-
comed here.”
 OMSS, as well as several other organiza-
tions  and offices on campus, have imple-
mented an open-door policy for any students 

feeling in need of support 
or guidance. 
 “We’re here to advocate 
for them, to be a listening 
ear, but also to help them 
champion some issue 
that they might be han-
dling,” said OMSS Direc-
tor Michael Wade. 
 The advice given to stu-
dents all over campus is 

simply to reach out and try to understand 
the mindset of those that are different. 

 “Nothing is going to help you understand 
what a Muslim American goes through bet-
ter than getting to know a Muslim Ameri-

can,” Maixner said. “There’s no harm in it. All 
you can do is show the Ferris spirit of inclu-
sion and togetherness.”

A message of love

Michael Wade

Sylvia Maixner

Photo by: Aubrey Kemme | Multimedia Editor

Ferris business administration junior Ahn Ngo (left) and criminal justice sophomore Jessica Erlandson 

helped run the booth where students could write messages of welcome and encouragement. 

Angela Graf

News Editor

Campus organizations band together to
create banner promoting inclusivity



The police never 
think it’s as funny 

as you do.
Free initial consultations for FSU Students

www.samuelslawoffice.com
231-796-8858
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The Lunar New Year was on Friday, Jan. 27, 
and the Office of International Education 

cooperated with the Office of Multicultural 
Student Services to host the event celebrating 

the Year of the Rooster.

Corrections can be submitted through email at 
fsutorcheditor@gmail.com or by calling 231-591-5978

Ferris State Torch
Corrections

NEWS BRIEFS
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By Angela Graf - News Editor

Vagina Monologues 
 The Vagina Monologues is an annual event that broaches women’s 
issues in an educational and entertaining manner. The show is taking 
place in Williams Auditorium 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 10. Addition-
ally, there will be tables set up in the lobby at 6 p.m. with information 
and activities for attendees.

Lawrence Ross 
 Black History Month Guest Speaker Lawrence Ross will be visiting 
campus to lecture on his book “Blackballed: the Black & White Politics 
of Race on America’s Campuses.” The goal of his presentation is to 
educate on the history of campus racism and teach how to prevent it 
and what to do about it. The lecture, sponsored by the Office of Multi-
cultural Student Services, will take place in IRC 120 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 9.

- ON THE RECORD - 
A roundup of this week’s crime at Ferris State University

By Angela Graf - News Editor

Flushed? 
 Jan. 25, 10:15 p.m. officers investigated 
a report of marijuana in Vandercook Hall. 
No illegal substances were found and the 
incident was referred to hall staff. 

You dropped something 
 Jan. 25, 8:30 a.m. marijuana was recov-
ered in the hallway of Travis Hall by hall 
staff. The owner was not identified. 

Flushed again 
 Jan. 26, 6:45 p.m. officers investigated a 
report of marijuana in Travis Hall. No illegal 
substances were found and the incident 
was referred to hall staff. 

Keep on flushin’ 
 Jan. 26, 7:30 p.m. officers investigated a 
report of marijuana in Cramer Hall. No ille-
gal substances were found and the incident 
was referred to hall staff. 

Chill out 
 Jan. 28, 3 a.m. officers responded to a 
report of a disorderly subject in Bond Hall. 
The subject was a resident of another hall 
and was removed from the building as well 
as a warrant being sent to the prosecutor’s 
office. 

Grow up 
 Jan. 29, 2:35 a.m. officers responded to 
a report of a minor in possession in Hender-

son Hall. The student was identified and 
referred to the Office of Student Conduct. 

Slide tackle 
 Jan. 29, 6:45 p.m. officers responded to 
a two vehicle accident north of Woodward 
on 220th. The accident was a result of ice 
on the roads. 

Wrong road, champ 
 Jan. 29, 1:15 a.m. officers stopped a 
vehicle driving on the sidewalk near Lot 39. 
The driver was ticketed for driving without a 
license as well as operating a vehicle on the 
sidewalk. 

It happens 
 Jan. 30, 2:15 p.m. officers responded to 

a two vehicle accident in Lot 57.

Counterfeit fail 
 Jan. 30, 2:40 p.m. officers discovered a 
fraudulent parking decal on a vehicle in Lot 
20. The owner was contacted, ticketed and 
referred to the Office of Student Conduct. 

Forgot to flush 
 Jan. 31, 7:45 p.m. officers responded to 
a report of marijuana in Merrill Hall. The 
student was identified, ticketed for posses-
sion and referred to the Office of Student 
Conduct. 
 
The Ferris Department of Public Safety 
issued 333 tickets between the dates of Jan. 
25 and Jan. 30, totaling $3,820. 

Forgot to flush

The TORCH is now 
hiring PHOTOGRAPHERS

APPLY 
TODAY!

NOTE: You don’t need a personal camera to qualify.

Dumped!
Big Rapids and Ferris State libraries 

end 16-year relationship

 Students wishing to check materials out at Big Rap-
ids Community Library using their Ferris IDs will soon 
hit a brick wall.
 As of May 2017, Big Rapids Community Library 
(BRCL) will no longer accept Ferris IDs as a result of 
switching online servers in late December of 2016.
 According to Assistant Library Director Chris Cook, 
the change comes as a result of FLITE adopting plans 
for a new system designed for multiple schools and 
colleges and not public libraries. BRCL’s new system—
Apollo—is an integrated library system (ILS) provided 
through vendor Biblionix. FLITE and BRCL had been a 
part of the same system—Sierra—since FLITE’s com-
pletion in 2001.
 “Ferrisnet is changing,” Cook said. “[BRCL] had 
known about it for awhile. FLITE notified us that we 
would no longer be apart of their ILS.”
 According to Cook, the new ILS is convenient for 
patrons and better designed for community libraries, 
whereas the old system was more student-aimed.
 “People like the new catalogs,” Cook said. “They 

can receive automated text messages when books 
are due. They can request holds for unreleased books 
from their favorite authors. It is more customer-fo-
cused.”
 Students who wish to check materials out will now 
have to obtain a BRCL library card. These are free 
for students or anyone living within the library area—
which includes six townships and the city itself—but 
$25 for those outside of the library area.
 For commuting students, this might come as an in-
convenience. 
 “If it makes sense and you love it, you’re going to do 
it,” Cook said. “We understand if some opt otherwise.”
 While FLITE excels in the region of reference and 
nonfiction, its adult fiction—or pop reads—section can 
be considered “on the thin side.”
 “We have a good selection [at FLITE]—not going to 
lie—but if you want a bigger selection you go there,” 
said Ferris plastics engineering senior Angela Lo-
vegrove referring to BRCL. “They have a lot more fun 
books. They have lots of DVDs, too.”
 For students not wishing to obtain a BRCL account, 
both libraries are parts of the MeLCat system and al-
low for inter-library lending, though terms are different.

Jonny Parshall

Torch Reporter

Cartoon special
“Wrong road, champ”

Cartoon by: Mikala Piller | Cartoonist
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 Pop-rock powerhouse The Millenium 
commenced the first night of MIMA’s Inde-
pendent Showcase with an intimate perfor-
mance.
 The Wisconsin-based band ignited the 
Business building auditorium with a ten-
song set Thursday, Feb. 2, including a blis-
tering cover of Britney Spears’ hit-single 
“Toxic.”
 “We absolutely love playing shows, and 
especially traveling to new places to play for 

new people. This kind of showcase is also 
something that we’re not used to doing so it 
intrigued us even more,” said frontman Matt 

Hasenmueller.
 The performance 
marked the beginning 
of the Music Industry 
Management Associ-
ation’s 2017 Indepen-
dent Showcase series, 
in which three different 
independent artists visit 
Ferris to perform and 

then chat with audience members about the 
music industry. 

 The Millenium is categorized as an indie 
group, as the band is not signed to a record 
label and manages itself. 
 After the performance, the band stayed 
for an hour-long question and answer ses-
sion where they answered questions about 
their upcoming album, each members’ 
background, favorite music and what it’s like 
being a young, independent band.
 “If you really wanna do it and you want 
it to be your life, you really need to commit 
your life to it,” said guitarist Kyle Feather-
stone about being an independent artist. 
 “Just be ready for an uphill battle, always,” 
added drummer Brandon Bruyette, before 

the group zipped off to Minneapolis for an-
other show the next night.

 The next showcase per-
formance will feature Ma-
rina City 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 9, in BUS 111, followed 
by another question and an-
swer session in the MIMA 
office. 
 Tickets for non-students 
are $5 and $3 for students. 
 For more information 

on The Millenium, the band’s page can be 
found at facebook.com/themilleniumWI.
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LIFESTYLES
There were one and a half million children under the age of 15 that were killed. 
Jewish children. They had no chance - Martin Lowenberg See page 5 for story

Nick Vander Wulp | Lifestyles Editor | vandern8@ferris.edu

Photo By: Kaitlyn Kirchner | Torch Photographer

The Millenium rocks the business auditorium during their performance sponsored by MIMA. Band members are Kyle Featherstone (not pictured), Matt Hasenmueller, Brandon Bruyette and Casey Sproatt.

The Millenium debuts 2017 concert series

Matt Hasenmueller

Adrianna Walker

Torch Reporter

Kyle Featherstone



Don’t Forget Your Valentine On February 14th!

Call Us 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week!www.pattersonflowers.com

Patterson's
Flowers & Gifts, Inc.

CASH IS CARRY 
ROSE SPECIAL
12 ROSES FOR 

$27.99

BEAUTIFUL FRESH FLOWERS AND UNIQUE 
GIFTS!

Patterson’s Flowers Has Great Gifts For Your Valentine!
 Cuddly Plush Animals, Homemade Fudge and Godiva Chocolates, Balloons,

Cards, Beautiful Flowers, Romance Rose Petals & Much More!

796-8683
216 Maple Street (Across from Jets Pizza)

Located in Historic  
Downtown Big Rapids
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From the Ghetto to Big Rapids

 The Nazis exterminated more than six million European 
Jews during the Holocaust. Very few survived, and even few-
er went on to tell their story to the world.
 Ferris State welcomed 25-year Holocaust Memorial Cen-
ter educator Martin Lowenberg this past Tuesday, Jan. 31, to 
speak in Williams Auditorium. 
 “There were one and a half million children under the age 
of 15 that were killed. Jewish children. They had no chance,” 
Lowenberg said.
 Lowenberg told his story as a Jewish boy growing up in 
Germany, slowly realizing the growth of Jewish intolerance to 
being forced into a ghetto and eventually transported to six 

different concentration/labor camps before being liberated 
in Malmo, Sweden, in 1945.
 Ferris business administration senior Keegan Murphy re-
called one story of Lowenberg’s youth graphically.
 “One story that was disgusting was when he was nine in 
school and his teacher made him sit on thumb tacks and 
nails for being Jewish,” Murphy said. “If you are nine, you 
don’t understand why that is happening to you. I don’t think 
any student here can fully grasp what that would be like if it 
happened to them.”
 In 2006, Lowenberg was honored by the Program for Ho-
locaust Survivors and Families for his dedication to Holo-
caust education and remembrance.
 The effect of a survivor sharing their experiences during 
the Holocaust is much more powerful than simply reading 
about it or watching a video. 
 This opportunity is unfortunately becoming much of a rar-
ity as many of the survivors are dying without having told or 
recorded their stories. Lowenberg will be turning 90 years 
old next January.
 “All students should take the opportunity to listen to a 
survivor speak because several generations have past since 
the Holocaust happened and it’s important to learn the les-
sons that these stories tell and from the people that actually 
went through these atrocities,” Murphy said.
 Lowenberg ended his presentation by advocating for the 

love of human life and warning against giving in to hate. 
Lowenberg made it clear innocent people do not deserve to 
go through what he did. 
 “When I was liberated, I was 17 years old and weighed 76 
pounds,” Lowenberg said at the close of his presentation.
 The event was sponsored by the FSU Arts & Lectures de-

partment in correspondence with International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, which fell on Friday, Jan. 27, this year. 
 For more information on Martin Lowenberg’s story, visit 
the Holocaust Memorial Center website. 

Holocaust survivor 
Martin Lowenberg 
speaks at Ferris

Travis Sacher

Opinions Editor

“There were one and a half 
million children under the 
age of 15 that were killed. 
Jewsish children. They had 
no chance.” 

- Martin Lowenberg

Photo By: Samantha Dow | Torch Photographer

Holocaust survivor, educator and public speaker from the Holocaust Memorial Center Martin Lowenburg tells his story of narrowly surviving six different concentration camps in Nazi-occupied Europe.
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2 HOUSES
One 3 bedroom,  
One 4 bedroom

All utilities included
Close to Campus
Washer/Dryer 

Air Conditioning • Wifi
Contact: 

231-349-2629

u

u

u

u

FURNISHED HOME
FOR RENT

3 Bdrm, 1 Bath,  
Washer/Dryer 

$1200 + Utilities, 
Pets Negotiable

Available August 2017 - May 2018
http://centralmich.craigslist.org/

apa/5957008271.html

(616) 723-5411

Work on Mackinac Island This Summer – Make 
lifelong friends. The Island House Hotel and 
Ryba’s Fudge Shops are seeking help in all areas: 
Front Desk, Bell Staff, Wait Staff, Sales Clerks, 
Kitchen, Baristas. Dorm Housing, bonus, and 
discounted meals.

(906) 847-7196 
www.theislandhouse.com
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 Being a Resident Advisor (RA) can be dif-
ficult according to Ferris first year pharmacy 
and third year student staff member Kamah 
Ellena.
 Learning everyone’s face, especially in a 
large residence hall where there can be up 
to 500 residents, and in the sense that ev-
ery year, 500 people immediately know your 
own.
 “I didn’t realize I would have such a face 
in my community,” Ellena said. She spent 
one year as an RA and is now in her second 
year as a Senior Resident Advisor (SRA).
 There is more to being an RA than many 
students realize, and while some smiled dis-
cussing the most rewarding parts of their 
job, there are also difficult parts.
 “It’s not like a normal job,” said Ferris 
marketing senior and third year RA Justin  
Feehan. “It’s a 24-hour thing you have to 
build your life around.”
 Student staff endures two weeks of in-
tense training before the school year begins, 

as well as returning early from winter break 
for a refresh before the second semester. 
During that time, they have constant train-
ing throughout the day, and decorate the 
halls during the rare breaks in between.

 During this training pe-
riod, RA’s spend time in 
session with DPS officials 
for drug, active shooter 
and safe place training.
 Though student staff 
often deal with challeng-
ing residents, to them the 
job is still undeniably re-
warding.
 “I like being able to 

meet different people, especially in Bond 
since it’s international students,” said Ferris 
human resource management senior and 
first year RA Esad Miftari. “It’s kind of nice 
to exchange stories and talk to them.”
 According to Ferris medical lab science 
sophomore and first year RA Allison Young 
the job has helped her become more confi-
dent and she’s able to confront people easi-
er than she used to.
 Several of the RA’s claim that their per-

sonal growth in abilities such as leadership 
skills, interpersonal communication, time 
management, perception, self-knowledge 
and confidence became a top-priority. 
 Being put in situations outside of their 
comfort zone has also allowed for RA’s to 
recognize their strengths and weaknesses.
 “It’s taught me to approach situations in a 
different way, because you never know what 
people are going through,” Miftari said. “It 
taught me to take a step back and analyze 
the whole situation.”
 Feehan added that his biggest successes 
in the position has been residents who say 
they wouldn’t have made it through without 
his help.
 “I saw the impact that an RA made and 
that’s what inspired me to be an RA. So peo-
ple can have better experiences,” Feehan 
said.
 Becoming a RA also opened them up to 
unexpected benefits and challenges. 
 Miftari referenced dealing with the more 
emotional aspects of resident’s lives, while 
Feehan said that people will always surprise 
you in every way and that you never know 
what you will encounter.

 Ellena noted that as an RA, you will be 
challenged, and will probably cry tears of 
both sadness and joy. 
 There will be difficult parts of the job that 
may be more emotionally challenging than 

anything you have done 
before. But RA’s are at the 
forefront of  a student’s 
transition into college by 
helping residents make 
their respective residence 
hall their home away from 
home.
 “People think of an RA 
as a disciplinarian, but 
we’re so much more than 

that,” Ellena said. “We’re the place you can 
go at 3 a.m. when you don’t know who else 
you can go to for any other problems. We are 
that safe place. So no matter what you’re 
struggling with, we’re always there to listen 
and help you find a solution. We’re one of 
the most trained resources students have 
on campus, and we’re often overlooked and 
underutilized.”

Justin Feehan Esad Miftari

Alexandra Bourne

Torch Reporter

On the other side
The life and times of an RA at Ferris State

OpenOpen
24/724/7

Graphics by:  Jordan Lodge | Production Manager

Graphic by:  Sarah Massey | Production Assistant

Ferris optometry graduate student Kyle Kram: 
Torch: What were your thoughts before the game?
 “I’d say the Patriots. There’s never been a better quarterback-head coach combination as 
much as I hate to admit it. Plus, Brady has more motivation than anyone out there because 
of the suspension at the start of the year. They’ll come out with a great game plan. However, 
I do think it will be close.”
Torch: What were your thoughts on the halftime show?
 “I’m not necessarily a Lady Gaga fan, at least not of her music, but I don’t have a problem 
with it, either. Beyoncé made a statement and there didn’t seem to be too much controversy 
around it. I’m sure this time there will be more depending on what she does just because 
Trump is the biggest cause of controversy there is. But she’s got the right to do it and more 
than likely I’ll agree with everything she does.”
Torch: What was your post-game reaction?
 “It was almost unbelievable to watch. I can’t say I’m exactly surprised by anything Brady 
does, but that was about the most unbelievable Super Bowl I’ve ever watched. Not to men-
tion the first Super Bowl to ever go to overtime.”

Ferris business administration junior Jason Springvloed: 
Torch: What were your thoughts before the game?
 “I think Atlanta is going to pull an upset and barely win against the Patriots. I always root 
for the underdog.”
Torch: What were your thoughts on the halftime show?
 “I don’t really care about the halftime show. That’s my time to get more snacks and get 
another beer.”
Torch: What was your post-game reaction?
 “Atlanta blew it. Somehow the Patriots cheated again.”

Ferris optometry graduate student Osbaldo Gonzalez: 
Torch: What was your post-game prediction?
 “The Patriots will win. They have a strong team and rooting for the underdog never works.”
Torch: What were your thoughts on the halftime show?
 “I thought the NFL forbid her from being political? I believe if whatever she says, she has 
the right to speak her mind. Maybe by being an icon to many she might be able to spark 
something during halftime.”

Super Bowl LI
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2017-18 SCHOOL YEAR:
 We are seeking an organized student (enrolled in at least six credit hours) for the Edi-
tor-in-Chief position during the 2017-18 school year. Candidates must write well, possess excel-
lent leadership skills and be prepared to work the entire school year. Candidates should also 
be familiar with digital publishing techniques. Qualified students can receive competitive wages 
for up to 20 hours per week. Ability to work and train in April and August of 2017 is necessary. 
Prior journalism experience or training desired.

The Torch offers a chance to work in a professional “real world” environment and adds excellent credentials to your resume.

APPLICANTS NEED TO SUBMIT:
• Resume 
• One-page (typed, double-spaced) essay answering 
the following: 
>> What should be the goals of a student-run 
newspaper? 
>>  How will I, as Editor-in-Chief, ensure that the 
newspaper reaches its goals? 

• Copies of articles or other written work
• At least two references (recommendation letters not required)

WANTED | TORCH EDITOR IN CHIEF

DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2017

SEND RESUME, ESSAYA AND CLIPPINGS TO: Steve Fox at stevenfox@ferris.edu

 As Ferris professors darkened the lights in the IRC auditorium, a grainy 
black-and-white film from 1927 flickered to life dramatizing the exploits 
of the Bolsheviks in the 1917 October Revolution.
 Professor Tracey Busch and associate professor Victor Piercey pre-
sented the Soviet propaganda film “October: 10 Days That Shook the 
World,” written and directed by Soviet filmmaker Sergei Eisenstein.
 Part of the motivation to show the film was because this year is the 
centennial of the Russian Revolution, but also as a way to show an ar-
tistic piece for the Festival of the Arts currently happening in Big Rapids.
 “Sergei Eisenstein was probably the Soviet Union’s most renowned 
revolutionary filmmaker,” said Piercey. “He started out in theater in what 
was known as agit-prop, which was the Soviet propaganda machine. He 
found his way into film, which he believed was a synthesis of all of the 
arts.”
 The film dramatized the revolutions of 1917 in Eisenstein’s style Ei-
senstein was famous for montage. Setting the stage with the February 
Bourgeois Democratic Revolution and moving on to the Great October 
Socialist Revolution.
 “What Eisenstein wanted to do was to make cuts that would deliber-
ately have an effect on the audience and it didn’t matter whether or not 
it was realistic or authentic,” said Piercey.
 After the film, Busch and Piercey answered some questions relating to 
the film, the revolution and even a Michigan connection to the revolution.
 One major motif that made its way into the film was to depict the dif-
ferent peoples of Russia who participated in the revolution.
 Religion in the Soviet Union was suppressed officially by the state, 
but the film still paid homage to some of the non-traditional religions of 
some revolutionaries.
 “Part of the Russian Empire was Buddhist because the empire ex-
tended all the way out to Siberia, they were a small percentage of people 
who were practicing Buddhists,” said Busch. “Did you notice the tribal 
masks, too? Those masks represented the tribal religions of Siberia as 
well.”
 After the revolution and during the resulting civil war, Busch and 
Piercey made mention of a group of Michigan soldiers who participated 
in the attempt to undermine the Soviet government.
 The soldiers were known as Polar Bears from Camp Custer, and were 
part of the US Army’s 85th Division.

Bolshevik bulldogs
Ferris history professor hosts 
film on Russian Revolution

Nick Vander Wulp

Lifestyles Reporter
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 Ferris State may be known for its football, 
basketball and hockey programs, but could 
the school—and ultimately the students—
benefit from one more varsity men’s pro-
gram?
 Within the athletics organization on 
campus, there are seven men’s sports pro-
grams, compared to eight women’s sports 
programs.
 According to the athletic requirements for 
Title IX, a university can have uneven sports 

teams across sexes as long as opportunities 
are equal.
 In determining if a school meets the Title 
IX athletic requirements, they can look at the 
compliance test to see if they meet the three 

criteria pieces of participation, athletics fi-
nancial assistance and treatment.
 A ratio of 52 percent females to 48 per-
cent males on campus helps the partici-
pation aspect of things. With athletic fund-
ing being very similar on both sides of the 
coin and an overall athletics budget for the 
2017 fiscal year, including scholarships, of 
$6,253,096, Ferris is in compliance with Ti-
tle IX.
 Should Ferris promote a club team up to 

the big leagues for the men’s athletic pro-
gram?
 Ferris once fielded a varsity baseball 
team, so why not bring back the program?
 There are currently 15 total varsity base-
ball teams in the GLIAC and Ferris is one 
of just three conference schools without a 
baseball team. 
 When it comes to the wrestling club team, 
it’s a bit harder to make the case. Only 

8 
Week of Feb. 8 - 14, 2017

Sports
Ferris State Torch

Sports
Ferris State Torch

SPORTS “Being a part of this great program and being able to make so many 
new friends and share in this success and memories will stick with me 

forever.” - Jared VanWormer See page 11 for story

Apply now! | Sports Editor

Creating opportunities The case for adding another 
varsity men’s team at Ferris State

Beau Jensen
Torch Reporter

Title IX | see page 11

“Overachievers”
Ferris basketball extends winning 
streak to 15 with playoffs in sight

Cody Burkhard

Torch Reporter

 The Bulldogs have tapped their poten-
tial this year with “new bloods” and 

veterans “overachieving” in new 
roles while dominating the Great 

Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (GLIAC).

 Ferris basketball holds 
a 20-3 overall record 

after rolling Wayne 
State in the motor 

city 85-62 Satur-
day, Feb. 4, to 

earn a 15th 
s t r a i g h t 

w i n . 
T h e 

Bull-
d o g s 

are No. 
1 in the GLI-

AC, winning 
by an average 

of 12.9 points per 
game.

 “All these guys are 
overachieving,” said Head 

Coach Andy Bronkema. 
“That’s what it’s all about—to 

see what you can do and what you 
have in the tank. We have guys that 

have been here in different positions 
with the new bloods, making good contri-

butions.”
 Overachieving does not mean the Dawgs are 

playing above their heads. Their effort and deter-
mination that led to this streak are evidence of the 

players’ potential actualizing.
 “Overachieving is a difficult word. It implies that 
they never had it in them but you always know when 
they have it,” Bronkema said. 
 After starting 1-2 in conference play, the Dawgs 
defeated the Hillsdale Chargers by 14 points Satur-
day, Dec. 10, and have 
not lost since, going 12-0 in the GLIAC.
 “With the four seniors leaving, we weren’t fully 

clicking yet. But we knew we had the talent and the 
potential to be great,” said senior wing Quentin Ruff.
 Perimeter defense has been stellar for Ferris this 
year. Junior forward Peter Firlik has stepped into the 
role that James Chappell played last year as a defen-
sive stopper. Firlik, along with Ruff and junior point 
guard Drew Cushingberry, have affected shots on the 
wing well allowing GLIAC opponents to shoot 41.3 
percent, which is second best in the conference.
 Junior forward Noah King contributes to that effort 
and plays crucial minutes for the Dawgs as a stretch 
four that can rebound and guard the perimeter. 
 Another player that has stepped up this year is 
sophomore wing Markese Mayfield, who Bronkema 
had high regards for.
 “Markese Mayfield is definitely somebody that has 
introduced himself to division two and the GLIAC this 
year,” Bronkema said. “He was always a big time 
talent but just stuck with it, got an opportunity and 
hasn’t looked back.”
 Mayfield is the third leading rebounder on the 
team, averaging 6.5 boards per contest. He is part of 
a dominating frontcourt rotation, led by sophomore 

wing Zach Hankins.
 Hankins leads the GLIAC in rebounds, blocks 
and field goal percentage. Consequently, the 

Bulldogs as a whole rank first in rebounds and 
blocks. Hankins’ fingerprints—or rather palm prints—
are seen most in Ferris’ block totals, as the Dawgs 
average 7.9 per game. Hankins alone averages 4.3.
 “If you get rid of him, we’re a different defensive 
team. We’d find a way to be good, I believe, but with 
him we can be a little more aggressive,” Bronkema 
said. “He’s like a goalie. That’s what it’s like with 
him. Without him— I hope we’ll never find out.”
 Ferris is among the GLIAC’s most efficient offen-
sive teams. The Dawgs are first in points scoring 
88.1 per game, third in field goal percentage and 
second in free throw percentage, scoring on 48.5 
percent of their shots and converting 75.6 percent 
at the line. The only GLIAC team better at free throws 
is No. 2 in-conference Michigan Tech.
 The Dawgs may be in the middle of the pack 
shooting the three, but Ruff is fifth in the GLIAC with 
62 made threes and Ferris’ leading scorer.
 “Quentin’s really comfortable with who he is on 
the floor,” Bronkema said. “He doesn’t try to be any-
thing else but him and we like who he is. He’s more 
of a complete player this year but it’s not a surprise.”
 Ferris players have worked to get to this point, but 
the playoffs are five games away and there is work 
left to do. The Bulldogs still have No. 3 Michigan 
Tech, No. 4 Lake Superior State and No. 5 Grand Val-
ley left to face.
 “We still have some work to do, but I think that 
everybody on the team is focusing on taking it to an-
other level,” Ruff said. 
 Lake Superior State tips off with Ferris 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 9, in Wink Arena.

88.1 
points per 

game

15-game 
winning streak

41.5 
rebounds per 

game

20-3 
overall record

No. 1 
in GLIAC 

standings

7.1 
blocks per 

game

72.8 
points per 

game allowed
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 Ferris junior point guard Drew Cushingberry stood 
out among the Dawg pack in an 82-65 rout of Wayne 
State Saturday, Feb. 4.
 Cushingberry averages more than 10 points per 
game by shooting 47.3 percent from the field, but he 
blew those numbers away by hitting 21 points on 12 
shots against the Warriors. 
 The 6-foot-2, 184-pound Romeo native led the team 

in assists against WSU by tallying five.
 In Ferris’ previous game against Saginaw Valley 
State Thursday, Feb. 2, Cushingberry also made his 
presence felt by netting 15 points and grabbing six 
rebounds.  
 Cushingberry has participated in 89 games as a 
Bulldog dating back to his freshman year in the 2013-
14 season. 
 The Bulldogs will be looking to extend their 15-game 
winning streak and defend their spot atop the GLIAC 
standings when they host Lake Superior State 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 9, in Big Rapids.

Sports Shorts
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Right on track
 The Ferris State Bulldog hockey program had quite the finish to their 
season last year with a trip to the NCAA West Regional Final. But their 
season didn’t begin with rainbows and butterflies.
 Currently, the program has nine wins with 16 losses and four ties. At 
this time last year the team had 11 wins with nine losses and six ties—
two records that vary but not by a lot.
 With the addition of eight freshmen and the loss of vital seniors last 
year, the program is in a rebuilding phase that will hopefully straighten 
out before it’s too late. Ferris had last weekend off, but they’ll be back 
in action 7:07 p.m. Friday, Feb. 10, at Michigan Tech.

Gotta start somewhere
 The Ferris State women’s basketball team scored their first victory 
since Saturday, Jan. 21, over the weekend against Wayne State on the 
road.
 Now with an overall record of 5-17 and conference record of 4-12, 
the women are in a three-way tie for 12th in the GLIAC with Tiffin and 
Wayne State. Junior forward Rachel McInerney and redshirt freshman 
Riley Blair headed up the Bulldog scoring effort by both turning in dou-
ble-double performances.
 Blair led in scoring with 23 points that afternoon with McInerney add-
ing 21 points of her own. McInerney was the leader in rebounds with 17.
 The women are back in action 6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 9, in Big Rapids 
against Lake Superior State University.

Bronkema still rolling
 With a win over Wayne State last weekend, Bulldog men’s basketball 
Head Coach Andy Bronkema has officially given the Dawgs back-to-
back-to-back 20-plus-win seasons.
 Bronkema’s first season under the Bulldog banner saw his team end 
the season with just 10 wins and 16 losses. It wasn’t long before the 
Dawgs kicked it back up, coming back the next season and delivering 
23 wins with nine losses and capturing the GLIAC Tournament Champi-
onship.
 The next season saw the Dawgs one-up themselves once more, 
finishing the 2015-16 season with 24 wins and 10 losses, with yet 
another GLIAC title under their belts. With only five regular season 
games to play in the 2016-17 season, Ferris men’s basketball has the 
opportunity to get past that 24-win mark, giving Bronkema an even 
more impressive resume early-on in his Bulldog career.

Photo by: Andrea Cordes | Torch Photographer

Keith Salowich

Editor in Chief

Drew Cushingberry
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Ferris Head Coach Tony Annese and the rest of the football coaching staff added 29 recruits to join the 

Bulldogs on National Signing Day.

 Ferris football Head Coach Tony Annese 
unveiled a 2017 recruiting class dominated 
by homegrown Michigan talent.
 This year’s Bulldogs recruiting class has 
25 of 29 players hailing from the Great Lakes 
State.
 “We always make Michigan a top priority,” 
Annese said. 
 Besides state ties, some incoming fresh-
men have blood ties in the Bulldog family. 
Incoming offensive lineman Adam Sieler 
is brother to All-American defensive end 
Zach Sieler. Adam Sieler was a Detroit Free 
Press All-State selection at 6-foot-5 and 335 
pounds—of similar size to his brother.
 Incoming freshman Nic Huntey played 
quarterback and linebacker at Morley Stan-
wood High School, earning All-Area at both 
positions. He is the brother of former Ferris 
volleyball and women’s basketball standout 
Alexis Huntey. Nic Huntey was a force in high 
school baseball and basketball as well, earn-
ing All-State in the latter.
 Sixteen players were added to the defense 
and 13 to the offense. On the defense, the 
recruiting class included six linemen, six 
defensive backs and three linebackers. In-
coming linebacker Issa Kahlil was a player 
Annese emphasized.
 “Write his name down. Issa Kahlil. Look 
him up, put on his tape and you’ll go, ‘Wow!’” 
Annese said.
 Khalil led his team in interceptions and 
tackles his senior year earning Detroit News 
All-Metro West on his way to earning a top-20 
ranking on MaxPreps. Fast and instinctive, 
this Dearborn product will add to an already 
formidable defensive front seven that led the 

GLIAC in stopping the run.
 Ferris added four quarterbacks, receivers 
and linemen while adding one running back 
to the offense. The lone back is Jeremy Bur-
rell from Benton Harbor, who helped revive 
a starving southwest Michigan program from 
a decades-long playoff drought. He helped 
them earn back-to-back playoff appearances 
while garnering 2,260 yards rushing in 2016.
 The Bulldogs reached the NCAA Div. 2 Na-
tional Semifinals in 2016 and are looking to 
go even further as they retain many key play-
ers. All-Americans Sieler and junior defensive 
back Tavierre Thomas return for the defense, 
while quarterback Reggie Bell, running back 

Jahaan Brown and several receivers return 
for the offense.
 Annese said that all of these incoming 
players will have a chance to compete with 
the starters of last year as well as the vacan-
cies created by graduation. He hinted that 
the quarterback battle could involve three or 
four players in the spring.
 The first time to catch next year’s edition 
of the Bulldogs in action will be the annual 
Crimson and Gold spring game, which will be 
held in April.

Cody Burkhard

Torch Reporter

“Write his name 
down. Isaac Khalil. 
Look him up, put 
on his tape and 
you’ll go, ‘Wow!’”

- Tony Annese

National Signing Day additions
Ferris football reloads with 29-player class of recruits

Collin Alvesteffer, DB 
5’11, 200 pounds

Cedar Springs (Michigan)

Mohamad Amen, DL 
6’4, 235 pounds

Dearborn Fordson (Michigan)

Sy Barnett, WR 
6’1, 195 pounds

Williamston (Michigan)

Jovan Bayless, DB 
6’0, 190 pounds

Mater Dei (California)

Amere Blake, DB 
6’0, 175 pounds

Flint Hamady (Michigan)

Amarr Blake, DB 
6’0, 176 pounds

Flint Hamady (Michigan)

Jeremy Burrell, RB 
5’10, 185 pounds

Benton Harbor (Michigan)

Cooper Clapp, OL 
6’2, 275 pounds

Corunna (Michigan)

Evan Cummins, QB 
6’3, 210 pounds

Livonia Churchill (Michigan)

Ja’Len Edwards, WR 
5’10, 183 pounds

Pima CC/Avon (Michigan)

Travis Frazier, DL 
6’6, 260 pounds

Chelsea (Michigan)

Luke Gorniak, DL 
6’3, 265 pounds

Sterling Heights (Michigan)

Ian Hall, DL 
6’1, 240 pounds

Grandville (Michigan)

Nic Huntey, LB 
6’2, 190 pounds

Morley Stanwood (Michigan)

Jordan Jones, DL 
6’1, 270 pounds

Dearborn Divine Child 
(Michigan)

Issa Kahlil, LB 
6’1, 200 pounds

Dearborn (Michigan)

Corey King, QB 
6’2, 190 pounds

Plant City (Florida)

Marcus Matiere-Bey, LB 
5’11, 225 pounds

Flint Southwestern (Michigan)

Sam Neville, WR 
6’3, 201 pounds

West Catholic (Michigan)

Zein Obeid, OL 
6’6, 300 pounds

Dearborn Fordson (Michigan)

Mikey Phillips, QB
6’0, 195 pounds

Dearborn (Michigan)

Carson Rosa, QB 
6’5, 235 pounds

Traverse City West (Michigan)

JD Ross, DB 
6’0, 180 pounds

DeWitt (Michigan)

Ben Sherwin, OL 
6’5, 260 pounds

Traverse City Central 
(Michigan)

Adam Sieler, OL 
6’5, 335 pounds

Pinckney (Michigan)

Wes Smith, DL 
6’3, 220 pounds

Pinckney (Michigan)

Jamil Thomas, DB 
5’9, 166 pounds

Tampa Plant (Florida)

Kelvyn Valdez, WR 
6’3, 185 pounds

Godwin Heights (Michigan)

Price Watkins, DB 
5’10, 175 pounds
Loyola (Michigan)

Meet the 2017 
recruiting class
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Ferris senior forward and captain Jared VanWormer has suited up in 128 games for the Bulldogs throughout his 

career and has seen action in 15 postseason games since his 2013 freshman season.

 Ferris senior forward Jared Van-
Wormer took the ice more than 100 
times alongside his fellow Bulldogs 
through his first three years. But now, 
with 128 games under his belt, he’s 
leading the pack.
 VanWormer started his freshman 
year in 2013, where he dressed in 27 
games while scor-
ing three goals and 
recording two as-
sists.
 Since then, Van-
Wormer has con-
sistently raised his 
output every year, 
becoming one of 
the most consis-
tent players for a successful Bulldog 
team that made its first ever National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
Regional Final appearance in history 
last season.
 Fast-forward a year later and the 
young team is now attempting to claw 
its way through the Western Collegiate 
Hockey Association (WCHA) standings 
with an 8-11-3 conference record.
 “In recent years, the success never 
came easy,”  VanWormer said. “This 
year is no different. We do have a very 
young team this year, but after a slow 
start in the beginning, it seems that 
we are coming together nicely and we 
hope to get hot at the right time and 
see if we can’t make another postsea-
son run.”
 If the Bulldogs want to make anoth-

er deep playoff push, they’ll need to 
get to work quickly. Currently sitting at 
the fifth spot in the WCHA standings, 
the team has six conference games 
upcoming before the WCHA playoffs 
begin.
 The Bulldogs have been the best 
version of themselves when they can 
make big plays in big moments. Van-
Wormer is no stranger to such things, 
which is part of the reason the veteran 
is a captain this year.

 Leading a team 
is more than just 
putting up outra-
geous numbers. A 
true leader knows 
how to get the best 
play out of himself 
and those around 
him, according to 
VanWormer.

 “I like the responsibility and the 
role,” VanWormer said. “I just like to 
lead by example, more than anything, 
by working hard on and off the ice and 
making sure the guys are ready to go in 
practice and games.”
 With VanWormer’s final season as a 
Bulldog coming to a close, the senior 
knows and appreciates all that Ferris 
has taught him.
 “I’ve loved playing in front of the best 
fans in the world,” VanWormer said. 
“Being a part of this great program 
and being able to make so many new 
friends and share in the success and 
memories will stick with me forever.”
 Bulldog fans can catch VanWormer 
and the rest of the team take on Mich-
igan Tech 7:07 p.m. Friday, Feb. 10, in 
Houghton.

Brendan Samuels

Torch Reporter

Oh captain, 
my captain

Ferris hockey senior Jared 
VanWormer talks about 

life as a Bulldog

UPCOMING 
HOCKEY GAMES

Feb. 10 - at Michigan Tech 7:07PM

Feb. 11 - at Michigan Tech 5:07PM

Feb. 17 - Alaska Anchorage 7:07PM

Feb. 18 - Alaska Anchorage 7:07PM

Feb. 24 - at Lake Superior St. 7:37PM

Feb. 25 - at Lake Superior St. 7:07PM

four of the 15 total GLIAC programs have a  
varsity wrestling team. However, there could 
be a possibility to branch out and play 
schools from other conferences. 
 For example, GVSU varsity women’s la-

crosse plays non-GLIAC teams such as McK-
endree University out of Illinois in league 
play.
 Another legitimate option for promotion 
to a varsity sport would be to promote the 
men’s soccer club team. With nine varsity 
men’s soccer teams in the GLIAC, there’s 
room for competition.

 Students of these particular club pro-
grams would benefit from athletic scholar-
ships. Taking some of the money budgeted 
to the athletic program and giving it to one 
more new sporting organization may de-
crease scholarship money for a particular 
sport, but it could also give another large 
number of students an opportunity.

 College is all about opportunity, and cre-
ating more athletic programs could mean 
exactly that for some students. 
 Who knows? Maybe Ferris could have a 
varsity ping-pong team within the next ten 
years. 

TITLE IX 
Continued from page 8

“I’ve loved playing in 
front of the best fans 

in the world.”
- Jared VanWormer
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 Donald Trump’s first few weeks of presidency 
have been controversial. 
 I’m sure you’ve all seen the headlines about 
his executive orders, walking past your televi-
sion screen or in your hallways at school. Every 
president signs executive orders when they first 
enter office, so why are people going mad in 
response to Trump? What exactly will his docu-
ments do anyway? Let’s break it down, shall we: 
 The first order he signed was to roll back 
Obamacare, which was criticized by Republicans 
because it “forces” people to get insurance 
even when the premiums are too high. They 
argue that prices would be lower if we allowed 
insurance companies to go back to having a 
“free market.” 
 I understand this gripe, I really do. I have a 
few issues with it, however, the big one being 
that there’s no plan to replace it. 
 This is a big red flag considering millions of 
people would be affected by its repeal. I per-
sonally can’t afford to not be on my parents’ 
insurance plan; the provision that children can 
stay on the plan until they’re 26 years of age is 
crucial for me and so many other young people. 
Those with chronic or terminal illnesses would 
also be impacted by the repeal, as it’s the only 
way they can be insured and afford all the treat-
ments they have to receive on a regular basis.
 By law, insurance companies must accept 
people with pre-existing conditions. Without 
Obamacare, they’re not going to accept those 
with pre-existing illnesses out of the goodness 
of their hearts. That would mean losing money, 
which is the last thing any insurance company 
wants to do.
 Another executive order that was signed was, 
in lesser words, created to keep illegal immi-
grants out of the United States and Trump’s 
infamous “build a huge wall” order. I have a few 
things to say about this. 
 First, against the “they’re stealing our jobs” 

argument… What jobs are they stealing? Are 
they stealing doctor or scientist or lawyer jobs? 
 No, they’re working less-than-minimum-wage 
under-the-table jobs in horrible conditions just 
to have some way to provide for their families. 
 Second, we already have walls. Walls don’t 
work. Many illegal immigrants come to America 
by plane. The billions of dollars being spent 
on this thing could be used in so many other, 
more helpful ways. Why don’t we spend it on 
education since funding seems to be cut for 
that every single year? Or cancer research? Or 
literally anything else?
 The next big order in the news is the “Muslim 
ban.” Now I know a lot of you are saying, “it’s 
not a Muslim ban! He didn’t ban ALL Muslim 
countries,” but let’s explore how this ban came 
to be. To put it briefly, Trump’s reasoning for 
this is to prevent another 9/11 from happening. 
However, none of the seven countries on the 
ban list—Iran, Iraq, Syria, Sudan, Libya, Yemen 
and Somalia—were the countries that took part 
in 9/11. 
 One was Saudi Arabia, which has been sus-
piciously left off this list, considering they’re 
one of a few Muslim-majority countries not 
on the list that Trump has business ties to. 
What upsets people most about this is that 
he’s banning those that are legally allowed to 
be here, such as those with green cards and 
visas. American citizens can’t go back to work 
or school. They can’t visit their families any-
more or they’re stuck overseas. It’s completely 
uncalled for and a violation of human rights, not 
to mention it’s further perpetuating what prej-

udices many Americans already have against 
Muslims.
 The last executive order is the one reducing 
regulations for corporations. Trump says that 
for every new regulation passed, two must be 
removed. Sounds good in theory, right? Lifting 
restrictions off small businesses to make it 
easier for them to get started? This is great if 
you forget that a lot of regulations are placed 
to make corporations impact the environment 
less. 
 Regulations are placed to minimize carbon 
dioxide emissions and ensure corporations 
aren’t dumping waste into bodies of water—you 
know, the ones that people drink from and 
where communities of animals and plant life 
live. 
 All of this doesn’t seem to be considered 
because Trump’s administration doesn’t seem 
to believe climate change is real. Alternative 
facts, am I right? They’ve done nothing for Flint 
and the many other communities that have no 
clean drinking water. They have no problem 
building a huge oil pipeline through sacred 
Native American burial grounds, taint their 
drinking water or just wreak havoc on the envi-
ronment in general.
 You’ve all seen those sad Dawn soap com-
mercials where there are volunteers scrubbing 
thick black oil off of penguins and ducks and 
things, right? Well, that’s what’s going to con-
tinue happening here since again, corporations 
aren’t going to spend their money protecting 
the environment out of the goodness of their 
hearts.
 If you read this and are mad about the impact 
about any one of these executive orders, I 
strongly encourage you to annoy your state 
and local officials office with multiple calls and 
emails. 
 It doesn’t seem like much but when enough 
people do it, they’ll finally listen.
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student newspaper and its accom-
panying online version focused on 
Ferris State University, are public 
forums for student expression. Stu-
dent editors have the authority and 
responsibility to make all content 
decisions without censorship or 
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and online editions of the student 

newspapers.
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 The Ferris State Torch  
welcomes comments on topics of 
interest to the general readership. 
Letters should not exceed 300 
words in length and The Torch 
reserves the right to edit for length. 
Letters will not  be edited for gram-
mar, punctuation or spelling. The 
Torch will not print letters deemed 
to be libelous or obscene. All letters 
must be signed by their authors and 
include his or her phone number. 
 Unsigned editorials appearing 
on this page are the opinion of The 
Torch and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the university’s 
administration, faculty or staff. 
Signed columns represent the opin-
ion of the writer. Inquiries regarding 
editorial content should be directed 
to the Editor in Chief at  
(231) 591-5978.

To advertise with the Torch, contact 
Hannah Evo at the Pioneer Group:
(231) 592-8391.
hevo@pioneergroup.com

Travis Sacher | Opinions Editor | sachert@ferris.edu
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What ya doin’, Donald?
Four executive orders that will not work and are unjust

Andrea Cordes
Torch Photographer

Photo by: Keith Salowich | Editor in Chief

Individuals protest President Donald Trump’s plan to build a wall along the United States’ south border at the Republican Debate in Detroit held March 4, 2016.
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 I grew up in a small town on Lake Michigan. Much of the 
population was white. Most of the people who live there are 
of Polish descent. It wasn’t until I moved to Grand Rapids, 
just before beginning seventh grade, that I really began to 
gain exposure to ethnic diversity.
 I began training at professional ballet schools. During the 
six years that I trained at these schools, I was taught by sev-
eral men and women from Russia and other former Soviet 
Republics, a Mexican couple, an Australian man, an English 
man, a Japanese woman and Americans from all over the 
country. I danced with students from Canada, Puerto Rico, 
China and more.
 I had classmates in high school from Iran, Iraq, Pakistan 
and India. My family also hosted a student from France for 
two weeks through my high school during my sophomore 
year. In my junior year, I went to France and stayed with 
her and her family, who immigrated to France from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.
 College exposed me to even more diversity. From people 
all over the United States to professors from South Africa 
and the Philippines, classmates from Rwanda, South Korea 
and Brazil. I can now say that I have regularly interacted with 
people from almost every continent.
 My exposure to diversity has not been limited to geograph-
ic location. I am friends with people who hold conflicting 
political beliefs from my own. Even my siblings and I disagree 
on certain points. 
 I have friends and family members who are Jewish, 
Buddhist, Catholic, Seventh Day Adventist, Methodist, 
Lutheran, Greek Orthodox, Muslim, Wiccan, agnostic and 
atheist. I have been friends with lesbians and bisexual 
women, taught by and been friends with gay and bisexual 
men, and have been classmates with an asexual male. The 
little mentee that I took into my dance family line is now a 
transgender female.
 I value the diversity I have been exposed to. Through this 
diversity, I have learned and grown into the person I am 
today. You see, every person brought into your life has some-
thing to offer that no one else does. Every one of us has dif-
ferent values, morals, beliefs and life experiences that shape 
us. When you can communicate with and understand every-
one, the world becomes a more loving and tolerant place.
 Communicating with and understanding others doesn’t 
mean you must agree with them. That is the very opposite 
of diversity.
 What is so wonderful about diversity is that everyone is 
unique and special. I’ve learned different cultural values, 
dances from different countries, genres of music, languages, 
history, philosophy, religion and so much more. I might not 
follow the same religion or regularly listen to the same music 

or speak the 
same language 
but I can under-
stand others, 
and through this 
understanding 
and communi-
cation, I contin-
uously grow as a person.
 No matter your skin color, language or nation 
of birth, we are all human. When we can set 
aside our differences to try and learn about each 
other, a bond is formed that broadens our under-
standing of each other. Without those bonds, we 
become intolerant and close-minded. We devel-
op superiority complexes that result in cruelty 
towards our fellow human beings just because 
they don’t believe the same things we do. 
Without diversity, we may as well all be robots.
 As long as what you do does not harm anyone 
else, what’s wrong with believing something dif-
ferent than someone else? 
 My lack of religion does not harm anyone 
around me. My instructors coming from a differ-
ent continent and having a different skin tone, 
accent and speaking a different language does 
not harm anyone else. My favorite color is pink.  
My favorite book series is Harry Potter. My favor-
ite foods are sushi and chocolate. And none of 
that hurts anyone. 
 My belief that everyone should have an equal 
chance in this world, to be loved and accepted 
for who they are on the inside, does not harm 
anyone.
 The concept of judging thousands of people 
based on the deplorable actions of a select few 
is itself deplorable. We should not be defined by 
other’s choices, and our own choices should not 
define who we are. 
 There is always more to any story than we 
know. Those reasons may not excuse the action, 
but when we take the time to try to understand 
people rather than jumping to conclusions based 
on how they look or where they’re from, the world 
becomes a better place.
 I believe that no one is inherently evil. I believe 
that we all have at least one redeeming quality. 
We cannot allow fear, miscommunication, igno-
rance and intolerance to tyrannize the world. 
Enough people have been hurt already. History 

is riddled with nightmarish stories of the cruelties humans 
have committed unto other humans. 
 Why can we not set aside the thought that differences in 
appearance or beliefs are wrong? Why can we not embrace 
the differences in an attempt to learn something new? To 
create a community in the world? Rather than cliques that 
bully each other and overreact until the snowball effect 
results in the destruction of millions of lives?

Welcome, everyone
Accepting diversity as a chance to grow

Alexandra Bourne
Torch Reporter

Cartoon by: Mikala Piller | Cartoonist

Ferris State University does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion or creed, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, marital status, veteran or 
military status, height, weight, protected disability, genetic 
information, or any other characteristic protected by applicable 
State or federal laws or regulations in education, employment, 
housing, public services, or other University operations, 
including, but not limited to, admissions, programs, activities, 
hiring, promotion, discharge, compensation, fringe benefits, 
job training, classification, referral, or retention. Retaliation 
against any person making a charge, filing a legitimate 
complaint, testifying, or participating in any discrimination 
investigation or proceeding is prohibited.

Students with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation 
may contact Educational Counseling & Disabilities Services at 
(231) 591-3057 in Big Rapids, or the Director of Counseling, 
Disability & Tutoring Services for Kendall College of Art and 
Design at (616) 451-2787 ext. 1136 in Grand Rapids. 
Employees and other members of the University community 
with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may 
contact the Human Resources Department, 420 Oak St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or call (231) 591-2150.

Inquiries or complaints of discrimination may be addressed to 
the Director of Equal Opportunity, 120 East Cedar St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or by telephone at (231) 591-2152; or Title 
IX Coordinator, 805 Campus Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307, or by 
telephone at (231) 591-2088. On the KCAD Grand Rapids 
campus, contact the Title IX Deputy Coordinator, 17 Fountain 
St., Grand Rapids, MI 49503, (616) 451-2787 ext. 1113.

www.silvernailrealty.com(231)796-632917810 205th Ave. Big Rapids

For Rent:
Clean 1 to 6 Bedroom
Apartments and Houses.
Deposit Required.
No Pets Allowed.
CLOSE TO CAMPUS
Some with FREE HEAT
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 Many students are expected to pay for various in-class 
expenses after tuition, but expenses can burden some stu-
dents without the help of family members or sometimes the 
help of professors themselves.
 Ferris pre-pharmacy junior Connor Fellows and Ferris con-
struction management sophomore Logan Rathburn are two 
students who have chosen to save their earnings for their 
education after devoting their summers to full-time jobs.
 Goggles, utility belts and online passcodes are just a few 
expenses that professors require in the classroom. While fi-
nancial aid covers textbooks, some extra necessities are not 
directly covered.
 “While I can usually buy textbooks for rather cheap on 
websites like Amazon, these access codes can really only be 
found through the website, which raises the cost immense-
ly,” Fellows said.
 Not being able to directly apply their financial aid or use 

other websites to purchase these access codes causes 
many Ferris students to be unable to afford this method of 
teaching, an issue instructors are aware of.
 According to a professor in the Language and Literature 
department, foreign language classes are taking student 
finances into consideration. This has resulted in $200 to 
$300 textbooks being used for not one semester but two, al-
lowing students to get their money’s worth. Another solution 
the department has been considering is converting to online 
textbooks with access codes.
 Although instructors are aware that most students are not 
fans of access codes, they’re encouraged to take into con-
sideration what will benefit the most students.
 While some students appreciate their professors’ con-
cerns, others have a different perspective.
 “I think professors should stay out of the financial side of 
my education,” Rathburn said. “It’s cool when they try and 
help us out by letting us buy the cheaper book. But they 
should teach the class the way it’s designed to be taught.”
 Trying to find a balance between the greater good and 
students’ wallets is something professors are looking into 

because being short on money is a struggle many college 
students endure. 
 Fortunately for some students, they have family members 
who can pitch in. Ferris music industry management sopho-
more Olivia Martin is one of these students.
 “My parents do help me with school, thank God,” Martin 
said. “I am so thankful for their help. I wouldn’t be able to 
afford school without them.”
 Martin’s parents offered her a certain amount of money 
each year; however, once that money ran out, Martin, like 
Fellows, discovered tips to lower daily costs.
 Martin likes to save on groceries by shopping at Aldi or 
Wal-Mart while Fellows decided on a 75-meal plan as op-
posed to the unlimited plan he had his freshman year.
 Fellows cut out other unnecessary expenses and learned 
some lifelong advice.
 “While it is important to take care of finances, students 
must also remember that college years can become some of 
the most enjoyable years of one’s life,” Fellows said. “Invest 
into your finances, but also invest into your classes and the 
people around you.”

College: where the funds are low and the stakes are high
Alicia Jaimes

Torch Reporter

Cash, check or charge?

Student Activities Spring Budget

Graphic by:  Sarah Massey | Production Assistant

Social Work Association presents V-Day Ferris State University

February 10th, 2017
William’s Auditorium
7 pm
FSU Students $5
Non-Students $7

All proceeds from this production benefit Womens’ Information Services Inc. (WISE)

Anyone with a disability who needs special accommodations to attend this event or event or needs more informations should
contact Wendy Samuels at 231-591-5896  or samuelsw@ferris.edu at least 72 hours in advance.

Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For information on the University’s Policy on  
Non-Discrimination, visit ferris.edu/non- discrimination.
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 Historically, dormitories (resi-
dence halls, as they have come 
to be known at Ferris) have been 
a place to live that accomplishes 
a couple of goals: a place to meet 
people in a new situation and an 
inexpensive living arrangement 
for students who are working their 
way through school. It seems as 
though less emphasis is being put 
on the latter. 
 This is evident in the price of liv-
ing on campus. For the 2016-2017 
academic year, a single room costs 
$7,380. That is $820 per month. It 
is no secret that the most expen-
sive place to live while attending 
Ferris is the residence halls. Com-
pared to Venlo, the most expensive 
off-campus student apartments to 
my knowledge, living in a dorm is 
nearly double the price. 
 The cost of the room is not the 
only inflated expense while living 
on campus. Anyone who has at-
tempted to cook their own dinner 
while living in the dorms knows 
how difficult a task it is. Even if 
you are able to cook in the laundry 
room/ kitchen, storing pots and 
pans in a dorm room is no easy 
feat. So this leaves students prac-
tically requiring the Rock or Quad 
Café to eat.
 Eating at university dining facil-
ities costs about eight dollars per 
meal if you eat breakfast, lunch 
and dinner there. This far exceeds 
the cost of preparing one’s own 
meals. 
 So if students are not saving 
money by living on campus, what 
is the appeal? Corey Nichols, a 
Ferris senior has been a resident 
advisor (RA) for two years, had only 
good things to say about residence 
life. 
 “I think there is a fine line be-
tween cost effective and luxurious. 
Honestly, I don’t mind the halls 
and what they look like, they have 
my basic needs,” Nichols said. 
 What exactly are Ferris students 
getting out of paying more to live 

in the dorms? Major advantages 
of living off campus include not 
having to go home for breaks, less 
chance of a fire alarm waking you 
up in the middle of the night and 
the ability to have guests over 
without jumping through hoops. 
Brooke Krozek, who lived in Cra-
mer her freshman year, is a Ferris 
advertising integrated marketing 
communications senior. 
 “I had a crazy roommate my 
freshman year that could probably 
beat every crazy roommate story. I 
also didn’t like how noisy it always 
was. I prefer off-campus living. You 
become more responsible and you 
get to choose who you live with,” 
Krozek said. 
 Changes are being made to Fer-
ris housing. The days of two peo-
ple fighting for space in a small 
room are coming to an end as new 
construction projects and plans 
are taking shape. It remains to be 
seen how these changes will affect 
students’ housing budgets. 
 Ferris is making great decisions 
for future housing. I’m excited to 
see what the new halls bring the 
community,” Nichols said. 
 What we know now is that pric-
es for suite-style housing like East 
Campus Suites are less expensive 
than a single room on campus but 
still provides students with their 
own sleeping quarters. These 
suites are still about $200 more 
than an off-campus apartment. 
 Most agree that Ferris on-cam-
pus housing does provide stu-
dents an opportunity to assimilate 
and meet new friends. But it is a 
stretch to say that Ferris residence 
life offers students an economical 
living arrangement. It is up to the 
student to decide if the extra mon-
ey is worth it. 

Is the cost of living on 
campus worth it?

House rent blues

Kip Biby
Torch Reporter

 When people think of a college student, one word 
comes to mind: “broke.” But college students know 
that there are levels to that stigma. 
 There are many aspects that may contribute to the 
varying prices between younger classmen and older 
classmen including housing, food and tuition. While 
tuition increases for upper classmen, housing and 
food expenses may decrease depending on the stu-
dent.  
 As underclassmen, students may not consider 
themselves “broke” or find temselves struggling to 
stay afloat.  
 “As of right now, my parents pay for everything,” Fer-
ris nursing freshman Karmen Eishoff said. “But I know 
that’s probably subject to change as I continue with 
my schooling.” 
 Eishoff has applied to be a resident advisor (RA) 
for her sophomore year, which could cut back on the 
cost of living expenses as RAs do not pay for room and 
board. 

 Eishoff prefers eating at campus dining rather than 
dining out. 
 “I have the small meal plan—I think it’s the silver 
meal plan—I try and take advantage of the meal plan 
as much as I can, just because, again, my parents are 
paying for it, so I want to use it when I can,” Eishoff 
said. 
 As an upperclassman, Ferris elementary education 
junior Sarah Quick has noticed that her money is being 
spent a different way since her freshman year. 
 “I have to save more money so I can spend it for 
school,” Quick said. “I know when I was an underclass-
man I could spend more money on whatever I kind of 
wanted to. Tuition has definitely increased. That was a 
big, obvious [change].” 
 Quick is spending more money out of pocket for 
food and things for her apartment. 
 “For my apartment, I can’t use financial aid, so the 
halls ended up being more expensive tuition-wise but 
out-of-pocket-wise, the apartments would probably be 
more expensive,” Quick said. 
 Although financial situations vary among different 
students, it is clear that many experience a dramatic 
change in the overall cost of attending college. 

Harley Harrison & Andrea Lenhart

Torch Reporters

The different stages of a broke college student

It ain’t just ramen anymore

 It’s difficult to balance classes and homework while 
working 25-plus hours a week. So a Ferris student 
turned to the world of professional poker.
 Freshman sports communications major Jake Carl-
son has been a professional poker player since he 
turned 18. Carlson became infatuated with the game 
a couple of years prior. He began watching a YouTube 
series his sophomore year of high school called Poker-
Stars Caribbean Adventure.
 Shortly after he was exposed to the game, Carlson 
began studying it and learning the tricks of the trade.
  “Sophomore year was when I saw the game for 
what it was,” Carlson said. “Junior year was when I re-
ally started to read books on strategy and take some 
classes online and apply myself and found out it was 
a beatable game.”
 Carlson began playing poker with some friends 
from school in a poker club they created. He and his 
friends would take turns hosting weekly Friday low-
stake games. Poker soon went from child’s play to a 
profession.
 Carlson figured poker would be the most efficient 
way for him to make money so he pursued it as a part-
time job. He makes a self-estimated $25 an hour at 
the poker table. 
 The first night Carlson played in a casino was on his 
eighteenth birthday when he won $500. Since he be-
gan officially logging his winnings in after Christmas, 
he has made $640.
 Any good card player understands the concept of 
odds. After winning multiple games and earning hun-
dreds of dollars, there are bound to be bad hands and 
substantial losses.
 “There’s been some sessions where you walk out a 
couple hundred dollars down,” Carlson said. “But it’s 
one of things where you have to have a mindset of in 
the long run you know you’re making money.”
 Carlson has not had any significant losses to this 

point, or losses that he could not recover from. He has 
confidence in his ability as a poker player but that has 
been the undoing of many people in this society where 
gambling addictions have become more common. 
 Some have fallen victim to the cycle of losing big 
and trying to keep playing to compensate but end up 
digging the hole deeper. Carlson believes he will not 
fall into that trap.
 “You’ll never catch me playing slots or blackjack. 
Poker is just a game where I’m in control when I’m at 
the table so I know exactly where my money’s going 
and most of the time it’s in my pocket,” Carlson said. 
“I love the game a lot. But if it got to the point where I 
was a losing player, then I’d step away.”
 Country singer Kenny Rogers said it best: “You have 
to know when to hold ‘em, know when to fold em’.” 
 Those lyrics serve as a metaphor for life and know-
ing when to walk away. Carlson knows the dangers of 
gambling and doesn’t like the concept of it. However, 
he is a winning player right now in a game of more 
than pure luck. He doesn’t plan on walking away any 
time soon.
 “I can see myself playing this until the day that I die 
as long as I don’t become a losing player,” Carlson 
said.
 Carlson has yet to play in a national tournament. He 
enjoys playing at casinos and venues in Grand Rapids 
like the Card House. Half No Limit Hold ‘Em is his game 
of choice where buy-ins can be from $200 to $320 de-
pending on the place. Carlson believes there’s more 
long-term money in playing these styles of games.
 Poker is not his only passion. Carlson’s father raised 
him as an avid hockey fan. The success of the Ferris 
hockey program over the years played a role in him 
coming to Ferris.
 Carlson grew up in Grand Rapids and is a Detroit 
Red Wings fan as demographics suggest, but has also 
been a Toronto Maple Leaves fan the last five years.
 Carlson’s childhood goal is to become a broadcast-
er in the NHL. He plans on pursuing that dream by 
getting an internship with the Grand Rapids Griffins 
during his time in college. 

Know 
when to 
hold em’
Ferris student rakes in 
cash as a professional 

poker player

Cody Burkhard

Torch Reporter

Photo by: Aubrey Kemme | Multimedia Editor

Ferris sports communications freshman Jake Carlson began 

playing poker professionally when he was 18.
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 Hockey games draw the biggest crowds of 
all of the Ferris athletic teams but just how 
much work goes into the production of one 
game?
 There are a variety of components to con-
sider in the cost and profits of a single hock-
ey game at Ferris, including ticket sales, con-
cessions, Pro-Shop profits and labor.
 Throughout the first 13 home games of 
the season, Ferris has made $7,640 in net 
ticket sales, which make up the largest por-

tion of profit when compared to the $1,000-
plus net concession sales and the $930 net 
Pro-Shop profits. All of these numbers are to-
taled once labor and fees are deducted from 
the original amount.
 That means that Ferris rakes in an aver-
age of about $740 in combined ticket, re-
freshment and Pro-shop revenue for each 
home game hosted. 
 In addition to these components, there 
are other sources of revenue of which Fer-
ris takes advantage. One of these sources is 
renting out the ice to local teams and clubs.
 “We do all sorts of things to raise money,” 

said Ferris facilities manager Craig Wotta. 
“For example, Big Rapids high school comes 
in and uses the arena four or five times a 
week. We also often host public skating 
events and youth hockey tournaments.”
 While Ferris sports programs draw such 
items as ticket sales into account, coaches 
rely heavily on fundraising.
 For Head Coach Bob Daniels and his hock-
ey team, a lot of that fundraising comes from 
the Ferris State Hockey Blueline Club. Dona-
tions from the Blueline Club are often used 
for anything the hockey team may need.
 “Fundraising is very important for coach-

es,” Wotta said. “The Blueline Club, for 
example, could buy such things as heart 
monitors for players to help aid coaches and 
trainers in adjusting rotations based on the 
heart activity of each player.”
 While most fans don’t pay too much mind 
to the revenue and fees involved in Bulldog 
hockey games, one number that directly in-
volves student fans is three.
 “The Dawg Pound has sold out for three 
straight years,” Wotta said. “It’s great to see 
students coming to the games. Watching 
Bulldog hockey is great for student morale 
and it also builds school spirit.” 

Photo by: Andrea Cordes | Torch Photographer

Ferris students can purchase season tickets to sit in the Dawg Pound for $99, while adults must pay $200 to attend every Bulldog home game. Single-game tickets vary from $8 to $16.

Brenden Samuels

Torch Reporter

Show me the money
A look into the costs of Ferris Hockey
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