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WELCOME TO FERRIS
Welcome to the jungleChat with the chief

Editor in Chief, Angela Graf
 Hey Bulldogs, welcome back to 
campus! My name is Angie and I 
will be the Editor-in-Chief of the 
Torch for the 2017-18 academic 
year. 
 To tell you a little about me, I 
am from Cleveland, Ohio, I will be 
starting my senior year at Ferris in 
the business administration and 
human resources program and I 
have worked at the Torch pretty 
much the whole time I have been 
in college. I love it here.
 That being said, I want to give 
a little advice to the incoming 
freshmen. 
 Number one: get involved. 

There are going to be literally 
dozens of events each week 
where you will have the opportu-
nity to meet new people, try new 
things and consume free food. 
There will never be a time in your 
life where there is that much of 
those three things concentrated 
in one place, so take advantage 
of it.
 Number two: wait to buy the 
textbook.
 Number three: lower your ex-
pectations. High school teach-
ers like to build up how hard 
college is going to be. Don’t get 
me wrong, it can be challenging 

(especially with the wrong profes-
sor), but you’re probably going to 
be taking mostly intro-level and 
gen-ed courses. To be honest, 
the biggest threat to your GPA 
is you. Manage your time, write 
everything down and Don’t. Skip. 
Class.  
 College is new, exciting and to-
tally terrifying. Make the most of 
it, keep your chin up and don’t be 
afraid to ask for help. 
 Now a little advice for every-
one else. The Torch is a campus 
newspaper. Our stories come 
from the things you do and the 
news that you create. 

 With the media under so much 
scrutiny lately, it is more import-
ant than ever that you work with 
us to make your voices heard, so 
I would like to take this opportu-
nity to formally invite you to do 
just that. 
 If you have something you 
think we should know, slip a note 
under my office door or send an 
email, because without readers, 
what is a newspaper anyway?
 Stay tuned and good luck this 
year.  

The Ferris State Torch is 
published on 27 Wednesdays 
throughout the academic year. 
This student-run newspaper 

is printed by The Pioneer Group.

 Student media retain the same 
rights, responsibilities, privileges 
and protections afforded by the 
First and Fourteenth Amend-
ments of the U.S. Constitution 
and under applicable state laws.
 The Torch and fsutorch.com, 
the student newspaper and its 
accompanying online version 
focused on Ferris State Universi-
ty, are public forums for student 
expression. Student editors have 
the authority and responsibility 
to make all content decisions 
without censorship or advanced 
approval for both the print and 
online editions of the student 

newspapers.

OUR LOCATION
Alumni Building 013
410 Oak Street
Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307
fsutorch.com/letter-to-the-editor/

 The Ferris State Torch  
welcomes comments on topics of 
interest to the general readership. 
Letters should not exceed 300 
words in length and The Torch 
reserves the right to edit for length. 
Letters will not  be edited for 
grammar, punctuation or spelling. 
The Torch will not print letters 
deemed to be libelous or obscene. 
All letters must be signed by their 
authors and include his or her 
phone number. 
 Unsigned editorials appearing 
on this page are the opinion of The 
Torch and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the university’s 
administration, faculty or staff. 
Signed columns represent the opin-
ion of the writer. Inquiries regarding 
editorial content should be directed 
to the Editor in Chief at  
(231) 591-5978.

To advertise with the Torch, contact 
Hannah Evo at the Pioneer Group:
(231) 592-8391.
hevo@pioneergroup.com
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 While you were busy studying, 
or partying, the world outside of 
the university faced many sur-
prises. Here are the top six most 
shocking news stories of the 
2016-17 school year.

6. Airlines become ‘scarelines’
 Crazy airline stories have been 
a trend for spring 2017. 
 April 9: A passenger was 
dragged off an overbooked United 
Airlines flight after refusing to give 
up his seat, receiving a concus-
sion on his way out, according to 
the New York Times. 
 April 21: A woman was removed 
from a plane after a flight atten-
dant from American Airlines re-
portedly hit her with her stroller, 
almost hitting the baby, according 
to the New York Post. 
 April 23: Delta removed a fam-

ily who used a ticket they bought 
for their teenage son for their 
toddler. 
 April 26: United Airlines was 
under scrutiny again when a giant 
rabbit was found dead. 
 April 27: A passenger was 
kicked off a Delta flight after an 
emergency restroom break be-
fore take-off.
 May 2: A brawl between two 
passengers on a Japanese airline 
occurred, resulting in an American 
being arrested.   
  
5. Controversial bans
 Soon after starting his pres-
idency, Donald Trump released 
an executive order that banned 
entry into the states for citizens 
from Iraq, Syria, Iran, Libya, So-
malia, Sudan and Yemen for 90 
days, according to CNN. However, 
on January 28 and 29, the two 
days following the executive or-
der, judges in New York and Mas-
sachusetts blocked the order. 
By February 9, a panel of three 
judges permanently blocked the 
order. Trump created a new ban 
by March 6. However, a judge in 
Hawaii blocked the ban, accord-

ing to CNN, by March 7. Current-
ly, there is no travel ban in place.  

4. Exploding phones
 The Samsung Galaxy Note 7 
was launched in August 2016 
but it was soon followed by re-
ports of the phone catching on 
fire and or exploding. According 
to Time Magazine, Samsung re-
ceived 92 reports of batteries 
overheating, 26 of which result-
ed in burns and 55 reports of 
property damage. By September, 
Samsung stopped selling the 
phone and then recalled rough-
ly 2.5 million, according to Time 
Magazine, which also reports 
that by October, the recalled 
phone replacements were also 
catching on fire. 

3. Bye-bye Britain
 Brexit, or ‘Britain Exit’, marked 
the vote of approval for the Unit-
ed Kingdom to leave the Euro-
pean Nation. According to BBC 
News, the vote took place June 
23, 2016. However, the U.K. 
is not scheduled to leave until 
March 2019.

2. Women take to the streets
 With a total of 673 marches 
across the seven continents, the 
Women’s March became one of 
the largest marches in U.S. his-
tory with between 3.6 and 4.6 
million participants, according to 
The Atlantic. Marchers gathered 
on January 21, the day after the 
inauguration, to protest for rights 
of minorities, according to the of-
ficial website for the march. This 
also sparked a series of other 
marches that have continued 
into April. 

1. Trump wins the election
 Whether you’re a Trump sup-
porter or not, this is an election 
that shocked the pollsters. While 
everyone knew the election would 
be a close call and many watched 
the live election anxiously, the 
2016 polls predicted a win for 
the democratic nominee, Hillary 
Clinton. While Clinton did win the 
popular vote, according to multi-
ple news sources, the republican 
nominee, Donald Trump, won the 
electoral vote and therefore the 
presidency, which shocked polls 
across the nation.

Harley Harrison

News Editor

News that shocked us all
The top six world 

events of the 2016/2017 
school year
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2017 Graduation Caps
Ferris State’s gradauting class shows off their creative cap designs

Cap and Gown
 The tradition of wearing a cap and gown at graduation 
has many theorized origins that all begin around the 12th 
century. According to Central New York (CNY) news, among 
other sources, there wasn’t sufficient heating systems in 
universities, so scholars wore gowns to keep warm during 
the ceremonies. 
 The cap became popular a few centuries later and it 
was used to signify intelligence and superiority and, in 
those times, they were usually red to signify the blood 
and life, CNY news explains. 
Tossing of the Cap
 The rejoyceful action of throwing the graduation cap into 
the air is adapted from the Naval Academy in 1912. Gradu-
ates of the Naval Academy were required to serve two years 
before they could be commissioned as Navy officers and, 
therefore, they upgraded hats at graduation, according to 
CNY news. 
 The symbolic act of the end of a chapter in a gradu-
ate's life quickly spread to other institutions, including 
colleges and universities, CNY states.
Turning of the Tassel 
 One of the newest traditions, moving from the right to 
the left started roughly 50 years ago, according to CNY 
news. The tassel started as a decoration and slowly shifted 
to a gesture that symbolized the change from student to 
graduate, CNY reported. 

The above information was compiled by Harley Harrison, Torch News Editor.  
 Photos by: Sarah Massey | Production Assistant
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Ferris Fall 2017 event calendar 
August 28, 2017
First day of Fall semester classes

September 6, 2017
Bulldog Bonanza

September 14, 2017
Beer, Booze and Books

September 24-30, 2017
Homecoming week

October 12, 2017
Career and Internship fair

November 3-5, 2017
Fall musical

November 22-26, 2017
Thanksgiving recess

December 8, 2017
Last day of fall semester classes

December 11-15, 2017
Fall semester exams

 Not all jobs are created equal and Bulldogs 
work hard to afford university expenses and 
earn their degree.
 The selection of jobs that help students 
earn money as they attend classes is as var-
ied as the population at Ferris. Employment 
on campus comes with its own benefits and 
tribulations, but the jobs below have been 
highly regarded by students as they fight for 
the top spot on this list.

1. Barista
 The smell of fresh coffee grounds and choc-
olate aren’t the only perks students discover 
when they begin working at the Starbucks, lo-
cated both in the University Center (UC) and 
the Interdisciplinary Resource Center (IRC). 
Employee duties include serving guests, ca-
shiering, cleaning and stocking. Baristas 
serve a vital role as they caffeinate the stu-
dent population through stress course loads 
during the year.
 “You make a lot of connections that can 
really brighten someone’s day, even for a mo-
ment, and it feels pretty great,” said Ferris 
applied speech communication junior Jenna 
Steele. “Working at Starbucks means you get 
a tall drink for every shift you work and 10 

percent off everything when you aren’t work-
ing. It’s really great to have a schedule that’s 
regular every week. Plus, let’s be real, you get 
to wear a sick apron.”

2. Student tutor
 Tutors working through the Academic Sup-
port Center (ASC) meet many different stu-
dents in various fields across campus. Help-
ing other students succeed sets tutors up 
for their own success as they sharpen their 
skillsets. Some students on campus even call 
tutors “GPA angels.” 
 Ferris plastics engineering technology se-
nior Karl Schmidt has worked as a tutor for 
five semesters and values his time working 
at the ASC.
 “Pretty much any class I take I end up tutor-
ing in. I tutor in math, chemistry, physics, en-
gineering courses and psychology,” Schmidt 
said. “I really like teaching and at some point 
I’d like to become a professor after attending 
grad school. This is really great work experi-
ence for me. I like helping my peers and see-
ing them succeed. I have some students who 
did really well in their class this semester, and 
it brings a good feeling to me to know that I 
helped them accomplish that.”

3. Library page 
 Shelving, shelf reading, locating resources, 

checking out materials and stacking books 
are just some of the duties of a library page 
working in FLITE. The peaceful atmosphere 
never gets dull as students and faculty filter 
through the building throughout the day. Ferris 
plastics engineering technology senior Angela 
Lovegrove has been working as a library page 
since her freshman year. 
 “I’ve always really liked libraries, so it was 
nice to work in a welcoming environment like 
the one at FLITE,” Lovegrove said. “The peo-
ple and the bosses especially are really flexi-
ble with students needs and they care about 
you. They want you to succeed and appreciate 
you working here.”

4. Dining Services Helper
 Students that work at the Quad Cafe and 
the Rock Cafe not only feed harried college 
students, they also deal with townies (Big 
Rapids residents) more than most Ferris stu-
dent employees. Duties for dining services 
helpers include serving food, stocking, cook-
ing, cleaning and other jobs in the kitchen 
area. The smell of delicious food is a good 
perk as well, especially when days like Wing 
Night roll around.
 “My favorite takeaway would either be the 
connections with my co-workers or my pay-
check,” said Ferris history junior Gabby Dewey. 

Marley Tucker

Torch Reporter

Top jobs for dawgs
Ranking the best on-campus jobs for Ferris students

like us on 

facebook at

Ferris State 

Torch

4 Bedroom Home  
in Big Rapids with 
Dishwasher &  

Laundry facilities. 
Available August 1, 2017. 

Call John at  
231-796-2361

FOR RENT
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 With the 2016-17 school year coming to an end, Ferris 
mascot Brutus Ferris says goodbye to her fans as a new 
Brutus steps into the spotlight. 
 Ferris is about to finish her degree with a Bachelor of 
Science in business and PGA golf management. 
 Being a mascot since April 2016, Ferris was able to 
cheer for her favorite team, the men’s basketball team, 
all while remembering her favorite moments cheering for 
Ferris State University.
 “When I first put on the suit, I will admit I had a diffi-
cult time seeing,” Ferris said. “I tripped over everything, 
ran into walls and even stumbled into people. These 
little bloopers always made people laugh, so I usually 
just rolled with my mistakes.”
 From her first event at a pharmacy alumni dinner to 
off-campus events in Port Huron, Flint and Holly, Ferris’s 
favorite event was at Ferris itself.
 “I was at a football game and I was part of the 
halftime show where I got to throw Frisbees to a team 
of trained dogs,” Ferris said. “I have a strong love for 
‘dawgs’ of all kinds, so to be able to interact with these 
dogs and their awesome owners was so cool.”
 Having the opportunity to wrestle with her friendly 
mascot rival, Grizz from Oakland University, was also 
memorable for Ferris.
 Being the first female Brutus, Ferris ended the year 
with words of advice to the up-and-coming Brutus.
 “My words of advice to the new Brutus would be to 
always be fearless and energetic,” Ferris said. “All eyes 
are constantly on you, and you just never know who will 
be watching. You have the ability to impact thousands 
of people around you, so take advantage of that. Make 
any student who attends our university proud to be a 
Bulldog.”

Things to know
Ferris State Torch

Things to know
Ferris State Torch
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45 years at Ferris

 Paul Jackson is a well-known, immense-
ly respected business professor at Ferris 
State University and he is celebrating a 
huge milestone as the spring semester 
concludes.
 Jackson, a professor who specializes in 
advertising and marketing, is at the end of 
his 45th year of teaching at Ferris. A for-
mer professor at the University of Illinois, 
Jackson began teaching at Ferris in the 
fall of 1972 in order to work closer with 
undergraduate students.
 “Any major university like that [University 
of Illinois] is primarily geared for graduate 
students,” said Jackson. “Undergraduates 
were kind of just treated like numbers. 
And I like working with students.”
 Jackson wanted to be more interac-
tive with undergraduate students, and he 
discovered Ferris through one of his col-

leagues. Jackson liked the appeal of the 
small classrooms and frequent interaction 
with undergraduates. 
 According to Jackson, as he applied, he 
discovered a brand new teaching position 
that was open in the fields he specializ-
es in. He was interviewed and hired as 
an advertising and marketing professor 
shortly afterwards.
 “I’d grown up in the advertising busi-
ness. My dad was in advertising,” said 
Jackson. “Advertising is my thing, so 
that’s why I teach advertising.”
 Paul Jackson has one specific reason 
why he teaches.
 “There is one reason and there’s one 
reason only: the students,” said Jackson. 
“If it weren’t for you guys, I’d be out in 
business.”
 Jackson is very student-oriented. He 
loves working one-on-one with them to 
make sure they succeed. As a professor, 
Jackson values education, and he hopes 
his students do, too.
 “I would hope that they gain an appre-
ciation for, a liking for, just the whole idea 
of learning,” said Jackson.
 Outside of teaching, Jackson is involved 
in land investment and real estate devel-
opment. He also enjoys construction work 

on the side.
 As for the near future, Jackson plans on 
staying at Ferris for a little while longer.
 “My intention right now is staying prob-
ably for another couple of years potential-
ly,” said Jackson. “After that, probably full 
time into real estate development, that 
sort of thing.”
 Having been a Ferris professor for the 
past 45 years, Jackson has earned the 

respect he deserves. He is well appreciated 
and admired as a professor in advertising 
and marketing. He has been inspirational 
to many of his Ferris students and wants 
them to thrive.
 “Believe in yourself,” Jackson said as 
a word of advice to his students. “You’ve 
got to believe in yourself and just pursue 
your dreams. Pursue your passion.”

Megan Lewton

Torch Reporter

Photo courtesy of Ferris State University

Ferris business professor Paul Jackson celebrated 45 years of teaching advertising and marketing to 

Ferris students. 

Favorite professor 
celebrates major 

milestone

Bye bye Brutus

Photo by: Harley Harrison | News Editor

Ferris mascot Brutus Ferris is hanging up the costume after completing her degree in professional golf management.

With tryouts coming to an end, Brutus is moving on to new adventures
Alicia Jaimes

Lifestyles Editor
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By Angela Graf - Editor in Chief

Stranger danger
 Aug. 23, 3:12 p.m., officers assisted 
the Big Rapids police in locating a wanted 
vehicle. The vehicle was involved in an 
incident in front of JCPenny’s during which 
a female believed she was being abduct-
ed. The claim was the result of a miscom-
munication and was ultimately unfounded.

An unpleasant crunch 
 Aug. 24, 5 p.m., officers responded to 
a report of a car driving on the sidewalk 
in order to load things into the vehicle, 
and running over a child’s bicycle in the 
process.

Clearing the air 

 Sept. 12, 5:15 a.m., Big Rapids Fire 
responded to the Automotive Building to a 
smoke complaint. Smoke was discovered 
when the building was opened for classes 
that morning. A malfunctioning machine 
was found to be the source and fans were 
used to clear the building.

Did you not have a trash can? 

 Sept. 18, 4:30 a.m., officers investigat-
ed a report of a subject vomiting out of a 
fifth floor window in Cramer Hall. One stu-
dent was referred to the Office of Student 
Conduct.

Eww 

 Sept. 27, 10:30 p.m., officers respond-
ed to a report of assault in McNerney 
Hall regarding a student that had a liquid 

thrown on them. The victim alleged that 
the liquid was urine but the suspect 
argued that it was apple juice. The sus-
pect was identified and a warrant was 
sent to the prosecutor’s office.

Hurling hot sauce 

 Oct. 8, 10:30 p.m., officers responded 
to a report of a disorderly subject in the 
Rock Café. A male student was chasing 
a female student around the dining area 
and throwing hot sauce at her because 
she had taken his hat. The individuals 
were escorted from the premises.

Creeping clowns 

 Oct. 17, 12:40 a.m., officers investigat-
ed a report of disorderly conduct in the 
South Quad. The incident involved three 
subjects dressed as clowns that knocked 
a fan out of a window in McNerney Hall. 
All three individuals were identified and 
referred to the Office of Student Conduct.

DIY battering ram 

 Oct. 23, 3:15 a.m., officers assisted 
the Sherriff’s Department with a breaking 
and entering report at University Park 
Suites (UPS) apartments on 14 Mile 
Road. A highly intoxicated 20-year-old was 
trying to break into what he mistakenly 
thought was his girlfriend’s apartment 
which, according to neighbors, involved 
attempting to fashion a “Welcome” sign 
into a battering ram and breaking the 
door. A male living in the apartment came 
out to investigate what was going on, 
and the intoxicated individual went on to 

accuse him of sleeping with his girlfriend. 
The subject was apprehended and lodged 
in jail for attempted home invasion, mali-
cious destruction of property and being a 
minor in possession.

Peeping Tom 

 Oct. 31, 2:50 p.m., officers responded 
to a report of a disorderly subject in the 
lower level of FLITE Library. The suspect 
was observed attempting to take photo-
graphs under the wall of the bathroom 
stall in a gender neutral bathroom. 

Open season

 Nov. 12, 9:15 a.m. officers responded 
to a report of a damaged vehicle near the 
Heavy Equipment Center. Evidence indicat-
ed that a deer had run into the parked car 
and caused damage.

On the run

 Jan. 14, 3:50 p.m. officers responded 
to a report of a stolen vehicle from Lot 
46. A juvenile suspect gained entry to the 
locker rooms during a basketball game 
and took money and car keys. The sus-
pect drove to Lansing before being locat-
ed by family members and brought back to 
Big Rapids where a petition was filed with 
the juvenile court.

Wrong road, champ

 Jan. 29, 1:15 a.m. officers stopped a 
vehicle driving on the sidewalk near Lot 
39. The driver was ticketed for driving 
without a license as well as operating a 
vehicle on the sidewalk.

Couldn’t hold it

 Feb. 6, 12:40 a.m. officers respond-
ed to a report of a disorderly subject in 
Cramer Hall that had urinated in the hall-
way. The subject was identified, issued an 
MIP and was ticketed.

Mario Kart isn’t real life

 March 18, 2:15 a.m. officers respond-
ed to a hit and run accident in Lot 54. 
Three parked vehicles were damaged and 
the driver of the vehicle responsible was 
located and ticketed for careless driving 
and failure to report.

Friendly rivalry

 March 24, 6:10 p.m. during the Music 
Takes Action event in Wink Arena, offi-
cers arrested a visiting Central Michigan 
University student for disorderly conduct. 
A Ferris student involved themselves in 
the arrest and was then arrested for inter-
fering with police business.

Whackin’ it

 March 27, 11:30 p.m. officers investi-
gated a report of a suspicious subject in 
FLITE library. A warrant was sent to the 
prosecutor for gross indecency as the 
subject was found to be watching pornog-
raphy and masturbating.

The Rock would’ve been appropriate

 April 22, 10:15 p.m. officers investigat-
ed a report of a student throwing rocks 
at the University Center. The suspect was 
contacted and ticketed for disorderly con-
duct and MIP.

Hall of Fame
- ON THE RECORD -

Note: Below are some of the most outlandish On the Record reports from the 2016/2017 school year. To see more reports like this, go to our
 website at fsutorch.com and click ‘On the Record’ under the ‘News’ tab.
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 While students ponder whether to spend 
their summer relaxing or working, BANGS 
Shoes provides an opportunity to do both.
 With a focus on adventure, encour-
agement and connection, BANGS Shoes 
founder Hannah Davis is passionate about 
affecting social change and gaining Ferris 
student involvement. 
 “You basically get a discount on our shoes 
for running around and taking pictures of 
your adventures in them,” BANGS Shoes 
Public Relations Specialist Mari Meier said.
 By hand-selecting the entrepreneurs that 
receive a donation, businesses are given 
the chance to grow, allowing the local econ-
omy to grow in return. Investing 20 percent 
of their profits to entrepreneurs around 
the globe, 600 entrepreneurs have been 
helped in 63 countries.
 “What’s unique about BANGS Shoes is 
that we focus on helping people help them-
selves,” Davis said.
 BANGS Shoes gives students an oppor-
tunity to boost their resume by joining the 
Brand Ambassador program. Ferris tele-
vision and digital media production junior 
Lauren Stefl is one student who has experi-
enced the benefits, shoe discounts and an 
opportunity for networking.

 “I’ve met so many people that I’ve bond-
ed with and gotten to know from all over the 
country and even some parts of the world,” 
Stefl said.
 Since becoming an ambassador for 
BANGS Shoes, Stefl was able to travel to 
California and Texas while she worked on 
a documentary film. Stefl also designed a 
shirt that’s currently sold on their website, 
as well as getting involved in mentor pro-
grams and internships.
 “I am also now a marketing intern for 
BANGS,” Stefl said. “It is unpaid like most 
internships but I get to work closely with 
Hannah and the fellow marketing interns, 
trying to figure out what is best for the 
company and what we want to post and 
promote.”
 There are three terms a year to apply to 
become a brand ambassador, although the 
summer applications closed during the first 
week of May. 
 “People spend too much time trying to 
make sure everything looks perfect on 
paper and in their heads,” Davis said. “If 
you have an idea and you’re really passion-
ate about it, start taking action today. You 
will progress.”
 To learn more about the Brand 
Ambassador program, visit bangsshoes.
com.

Things to know
Ferris State Torch

Things to know
Ferris State Torch

Michigan Summer 2017 Concerts
By Alicia Jaimes, Lifestyles Editor

May
20: Primus 20 Monroe Live, Grand Rapids, MI
21: Tech N9ne 20 Monroe Live, Grand Rapids, MI
27: George Benson & Kenny G Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort, Mt. Pleasant, MI

June
3 - Bill Maher Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort, Mt. Pleasant, MI
11 - Lizzo The Pyramid Scheme, Grand Rapids, MI
15 - Tim McGraw Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids, MI
17 - Founders Fest 2017 Founders Brewing Company, Grand Rapids, MI
19 - Avenged Sevenfold Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort, Mt. Pleasant, MI
25 - Red Hot Chili Peppers Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids, MI

July
17: Lamb of God 20 Monroe Live, Grand Rapids, MI
19: Barenaked Ladies Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, Grand Rapids, 
MI
20: Keith Urban Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort, Mt. Pleasant, MI

August
12: Brad Paisley Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort, Mt. Pleasant, MI
12: Taking Back Sunday The Intersection, Grand Rapids, MI
17: Tegan and Sara Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, Grand Rapids, MI
18: Simple Plan The Intersection, Grand Rapids, MI

Free Concerts in Big Rapids
Pocket Park: every Friday from June through September from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
South of 125 N. Michigan Ave.

Check us out online for exclusive articles and photo galleries
www.fsutorch.com

Start summer with a BANG

Promotional photo

The name BANGS comes from the Chinese character for “help,” which is what the company strives to 

do through outreach and philanthropy. 

Rachel Lowing

Torch Reporter

BANGS shoes provides opportunities to students

8 
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Sawmill Saloon•1003 Maple Street • Big Rapids • 231-796-9812
OPEN 11 AM FOR LUNCH

NO COVER!
Come check out our outdoor pool table 

and horseshoe pits!

WEDNESDAY 
Open Mic 

Night

THURSDAY 
Team 
Trivia

Things to know
Ferris State Torch

Follow us on twitter @fsutorch 
for live updates on the game!

Can’t COME to a
 Ferris SPortING event?

9
May 12, 2017

like us on 
facebook 
at Ferris 

State Torch

611 Maple Street 
Big Rapids

7am-3pm (Closed Mon) 
Early Bird Special 7-9am 

796.6633
Friendly & Clean • Homemade Pasties

Best Breakfast  
in Town

happy
buy any grande/super specialty beverage 

& get one HALF OFF
(hot, iced or frozen - of equal or lesser value)

840 S State St • Big Rapids (across from Williams Auditorium)

CODE 101505
for franchise info www.biggby.com

Coupon valid at this location only. Not good with any other offer - 
including BIGGBY card. Expires 8/31/17

10% OFF Any 1 
Time Purchase

In Stock Items Only. 
Limit One Coupon.
exp. 5/31/17



PET FRIENDLY

Free Wi-Fi
Free tanning
Volleyball court
On-site security
Prompt maintenance
Deferred leases available
Roommate matching
Spacious Four bedroom/Four bathroom
Private bathroom in each suite
Over 1500 sq. ft. per apartment
Individual leases per bedroom
Full kitchen and living area
In-unit washer and dryer
Quiet and smoke free apartments available
Microwave and mini-fridge in every room
Patio or balcony on every suite
Clubhouse with pool and gym

DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS

FUN PLACE TO LIVE

LEASE 
EARLY TO 
RESERVE 

YOUR 
APARTMENT 
& SUITE FOR 

2017-2018

Luxury Living for Students

APPLY ONLINE: WWW.UNIVERSITYPARKESUITES.COM

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT

Things to know
Ferris State Torch

Things to know
Ferris State Torch
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All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Free Estimates Towing Available from Currie’s & BR Towing

•   Brake Special
•   Struts, Shocks & Ball Joints
•   Starters &  

  Alternator Service
•   Tune Ups
•   Tires - All Makes and Models

TOWING AVAILABLE  •  WARRANTIES AVAILABLE

Front End 
Alignment

$29.95
Starting at

$1,295
Installed with Warranty

Transmission 
Rebuilding

Special!

PARIS AUTO SALES
Service center of Big rapidS

231-796-7355 
18415 Northland Drive, Big Rapids • Just north of the airport on old 131

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

AC
Inspections

GARY SIRDAN 
Service

DON LUCHA
Service

ADAM FLANERY 
Service Manager

JASON VANBROCKLIN
Service

DYLAN THIEL
Service

Things to know
Ferris State Torch
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THINGS TO DO

BREWED TO PERFECTION
 Ferris students and staff all know 
and love the local brewery, Crankers, 
but there are so many more brewer-
ies in Michigan to visit. Here is a list 
of the top five must-visit breweries 
right here in the mitten. The brewer-
ies are ranked not just by their quality 
of beer, but by the establishment as a 
whole, including food.

1. Shorts in Bellaire
 Shorts gets the top spot in this list 
because every visit is consistently a 

great experience. Shorts has fantas-
tic live music, killer food and you will 
certainly struggle to find a beer you 
don’t like. 
Best beer- Soft Parade

2. Founders in Grand Rapids
 Founders is the brewery that 
comes to mind when practically any-
one thinks of Michigan breweries. Lo-
cated in the heart of Beer City, USA, 
Founders is the perfect beginning, or 
end, to a night on the town in Grand 
Rapids. Also, you can find Founders’ 
beers pretty much anywhere you go in 
this country.
Best beer- Breakfast Stout 

3. Batch Brewing Company in 
Detroit
 Batch Brewing Company is located 
in downtown Detroit. After seeing 
the Tigers play or after seeing the 
Red Wings lose, its always a good 
time to stop in at Batch. Their food is 
so-so but they make up for it with an 
awesome atmosphere and top-notch 
beers. 
Best Beer- Ginger Snap

4. HopCat in Grand Rapids (and 
other locations) 
 OK, HopCat is not technically a 
brewery, but it does bring together 

the best beers from Michigan. Not 
only is their food amazing, HopCat is 
always slammed because they have 
great service and fun times. 
Best beer- Whatever you like 

5. Bell’s Brewery in Kalamazoo
 Bell’s has amazing beers. They call 
their restaurant a cafe, which makes 
sense because Bell’s is a relaxing 
place. It’s a sweet place to see live 
music, have a bite and of course, 
drink some beer. 
Best beer- Oberon (duh)

Top five must-visit breweries in Michigan
Kip Biby

Torch Reporter

Graphics by: Jordan Lodge and Sarah Massey | Production
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 Are you planning on taking a Michigan road 
trip this summer? Or are you just missing the 
beach? Here are the top seven beaches to trav-
el to in Michigan. 
Vermilion Point Beach
 If you enjoy rock hunting, this is the beach 
for you. Located close to Paradise, at an old 
Coast Guard station, the beach is based off 
of Lake Superior and, therefore, too cold to 
swim in, even in the heat of the summer. While 
swimming isn’t an option, this hidden beach is 
perfect for rock collectors. You won’t find the 
Michigan-famous petoskey stones, but you will 
find agates, which bring an entirely different 
challenge. Visitors spend hours carrying their 
buckets up and down the shore searching for 
agates. While the drive to the U.P. might be long, 
the view is definitely worth it. 
Dam Beach
 Is there anything better than a summer bon-
fire on the beach? The Dam Beach in Elk Rap-
ids is the perfect place for anyone who prefers 
to stay after the sunset. With warm waters and 
white sand, the beach is hidden from tourists 
and avid swimmers enjoy swimming out deep to 
sit on the pillars that were left behind from an 
old pier. Many of it’s adventurous visitors stay 
late to watch the sunset next to a warm fire or 
go for a night swim. 
Empire Beach
 Empire beach and it’s surrounding beaches 
are the closest thing one can find to an ocean 
in Michigan. With water consumed with waves, 
these beaches are packed in the summer. 
The official Empire beach is located near the 
famous Sleeping Bear Sand Dunes, which can 
easily be seen from the shore. By August, the 
water is the perfect temperature for swimming 
and the beach is covered in petoskey stones 
and beach glass. Because these beaches are 
generally family beaches, it is recommended 
that you get there early, in order to guarantee a 
spot in the sand. 
Haserot Beach
 Hidden from the grasp of tourists, locals find 
this beach to be an escape from the crazy sum-
mer season. Located a half an hour outside 
of Traverse City, on the Old Mission Peninsula, 
the beach includes a boat launch, a playground 
and parking. Haserot is another great beach for 
finding petoskey stones and kayak enthusiasts 
can be seen almost daily. The clear and gener-
ally still waters allow for swimmers to see the 
depths below them and children love to play in 
the clay found beneath the sand.
South Haven Beach
 One of the closest beaches on this list to Big 
Rapids is South Haven Beach, which is Ferris 
nursing freshman Kenzie Gormley’s favorite 
beach. 
 “It has a really cute downtown with it as well 
and it’s like really cute and clean. Not a lot of 
people go there so it’s just nice and it’s on Lake 
Michigan.” said Gormley. 
 Located next to a bright, red lighthouse on 
the coast of South Haven, the beach population 
is made up of sunbathers and volleyball play-
ers. Within walking distance is a downtown area 
filled with ice cream shops and restaurants for 
those who want to escape the heat. 
Torch Sandbar
 While technically not a beach, this sandbar 
is a party hotspot for the summer. Typically ac-
cessed by boat or kayak, the Torch Lake sand-
bar gets ankle deep. It’s typical for boats to 
anchor around the sandbar and for visitors to 
swim and gather in the middle. Not only is it 
always warm, there are people there everyday 
of the summer. 
Beaches on the Thumb
 For those of you who live in the southern 
parts of Michigan, Lake Huron might be one of 

Beach bum season
The top seven beaches in Michigan

Photo by: Harley Harrison | News Editor

South Haven beach is one of the closest to Ferris’ campus, located on Lake Michigan, and it can be identified by the bright red lighthouse that 

stands on the coast.

Photo by: Harley Harrison | News Editor

Dam Beach is located in Elk Rapids, featuring coastlines for both Lake Michigan and Elk Lake; it is known for its warm water and white beaches, as 

well as the beautiful sunsets.

Harley Harrison

News Editor

Beaches| see page 14
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 A new way to spend summer, 
Mogo is giving Ferris students 
the opportunity to video chal-
lenge friends and keep the days 
interesting.
 “Mogo is a social networking 
platform that engages users to 
compete in friendly competitions 
through video challenges,” Ferris 
marketing junior Megell Stray-
horn said.
 Mogo, Making Our Generation 
Original, provides seven catego-
ries for users to upload: sports, 

dance, music, fitness, comedy 
and party. Users are also able to 
create their own categories.
 “Our target audience typically 
includes people ages 14-26 who 
are already active on social me-
dia and in their daily lives, has a 
competitive edge and willing not 
to back down from a challenge,” 
Strayhorn said.
 Mogo was invented in April 
2015 by a group of friends in 
high school. Co-founders Lloyd 
Yates, Shane Davis, Megell 
Strayhorn and App Develop-
er Drew Luckenbaugh enjoyed 
watching video challenges on 
the internet and saw a need for 

an app that allowed directed 
video challenges. Having the 
opportunity to share videos with 
friends is what makes the app 
fun and engaging.
 “Millions of people partake in 
video challenges on a monthly 
basis. Social media challenges 
are sporadic through a lot of 
platforms,” Strayhorn said. “We 
felt the need to create a plat-
form where people would know 
to go to if they want to see head-
to-head challenges.”
 The free app, according to 

MoGo that! Take Mogo on the 
go this summer

Alicia Jaimes

Lifestyles Editor

 As flowers bloom and stress-
ful finals are graded, some Fer-
ris students pack their bags to 
gain new skills studying abroad 
and interning through interna-
tional organizations. 
 For many students, intern-
ships are met with excitement 
as classroom learning is com-
bined with job experience. Most 
college programs require the 
completion of an internship 
before graduation and some 
students choose to fulfill this 
requirement during the summer 
months.
 Ferris Spanish junior Jillian 
Weemaes is one such student. 
She will be living with two differ-
ent host families as she interns 
in Puerto Lopez, Ecuador, assist-
ing an English teacher with her 
classes and helping out around 
the school.
 “I want to teach English as 
a Second Language and work 
with immigrants and refugees 
as my career. The benefits of 
an international internship are 
immense. For one I get to use, 
practice, and improve my Span-
ish for two months. I also get to 
be immersed in the Ecuadorian 
culture, learning from them as 
they learn from me. I get to as-
sist and teach my own English 
classes,” said Weemaes. “I will 
not be paid for my work but the 
benefits outweigh any kind of 

monetary benefit in my book.”
Studying abroad is another ven-
ture in which students can ex-
perience other cultures all over 
the world. This summer, Ferris 
is offering the opportunity for 
students to take classes in dif-
ferent countries such as France, 
El Salvador, Italy, Spain, Haiti, 
Scotland, Russia, Sweden and 
Costa Rica. 
 A student hoping to gain mem-
orable life experiences is Ferris 
social work junior Becca Mar-
chetti. She will be traveling to 
Italy for two weeks to immerse 
herself in the culture and learn 
more about the language there. 
Her main objective is to eventu-
ally work internationally through 
social work.
 “The process was super easy. 
I just sent my professor, who is 
the coordinator of the program, 
an email and then filled out a pa-
per application. What I’m looking 
most forward to is traveling over-
seas for the first time and being 
in a new place with all of the his-
torical sites we’re going to visit.” 
said Marchetti. “I’m going with 
two of my sorority sisters so I 
have them to talk to about what 
to bring and what not to bring. 
Also, the professors going with 
us have been really helpful and 
we have meetings every so often 
to talk about details.”
 The shock of traveling into a 
foreign country can leave some 
students struggling to adjust to 
their environment. Short-term 

programs led by faculty usually 
range from two to four weeks, 
and you can earn three to six 
credits. These programs are 
academic classes led by profes-
sors who conduct the interna-
tional program.
 Ferris undecided sophomore 
Adam Thompson has traveled to 
Mexico City, Mexico, before, but 
is excited to begin his journey in 
Costa Rica. With this opportuni-
ty, Thompson hopes to broaden 
his understanding of the Span-
ish language. 
 “While I am there I will be liv-
ing with a host family that does 
not speak any English and will 
be taking two classes that per-
tain to Latin American culture. 
It’s certainly going to be interest-
ing and a huge change from Big 
Rapids. Speaking all in Spanish 
will be a shock for me because 
that is something that I don’t 
have to do currently. We’ll see 
what happens.”
 Finding a study abroad pro-
gram that suits a student’s ac-
ademic needs can be a difficult 
process, especially if you have 
no idea where to begin. To find 
more information about poten-
tial study abroad programs at 
Ferris, you can email interna-
tional@ferris.edu to talk with 
faculty members involved in the 
process. 
 To learn more about intern-
ships offered at Ferris, contact 
your internship coordinator with-
in your college. 

Exploring the world
Ferris students experience foreign 

cultures and gain skills
Marley Tucker

Torch Reporter

your closest destinations. Fer-
ris environmental biology junior 
Claire Randazzo has two favor-
ite beaches in Michigan, one off 
of Caseville and one off of Port 
Austin. 
 “You can see the sunset there 
and I just have a lot of memories 
there. We would go camping a lot 
when I was younger and there’s a 
big rock that, if you’ve ever been 
to caseville, you’d know what 

big rock I’m talking about, and 
the water level used to be high 
enough so you could jump off of 
it, but not anymore,” said Randa-
zzo, referring to Caseville beach. 
“But people spray paint their 
name’s all over it - it’s beautiful.”
 Not too far from Caseville is 
Randazzo’s other favorite beach, 
Port Crescent State Park. Within 
10 miles of the beach is Turnip 
Rock, a famous Lake Huron land-
mark. According to huroncoun-
typarks.com, the rock can only be 
accessed by water and is a tourist 
destination.  

App| see page 15

BEACHES 
Continued from page 13

14

Call me for a 
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consultation. 
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115 N. Michigan Ave. 
Big Rapids, MI 49307
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Yates, is meant to encourage 
young adults to take a break 
from the tweets and selfies and 
to embrace themselves while 
video-challenging friends from all 
over.
 “We believe students at Ferris 
and all other institutions across 
the country will benefit from hav-
ing an app that focuses on having 

the best videos across social me-
dia,” Yates said.
 With the app still new to the app 
stores, Strayhorn encourages peo-
ple who are having difficulty with 
the app to contact the Mogo Insta-
gram account.
 “Whenever you are about to do 
something amazing, remember to 
Mogo that,” Yates said. 
Mogo is currently available in the 
Apple store, and is coming soon to 
the Android play store. 

APP 
Continued from page 14
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www.silvernailrealty.com(231)796-632917810 205th Ave. Big Rapids

For Rent:
Clean 1 to 6 Bedroom
Apartments and Houses.
Deposit Required.
No Pets Allowed.
CLOSE TO CAMPUS
Some with FREE HEAT

The Original
Schuburger!

Best of 
Michigan’s 
Top Ten 
Burgers!
12 Beers on Tap! 
Awesome Dinners 
Starting at 5pm!

231-796-5333
Historic Downtown Big Rapids

109 N. Michigan Ave.
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11am-12am

Closed Sunday

Burgers: 
It's What We Do!

Mufflers • Brakes
Foreign & Domestic
Undercarriage Specialist
Starters & Alternators
Oil Changes

TOWING AVAILABLE • FREE ESTIMATES

592-1204
North End of Town 

1204 N. State St. • Big Rapids

HONEST & AFFORDABLE  CAR CARE

Certified Mechanics on Staff
Locally Owned and Operated

Friends Don’t Let Friends Plead Guilty

Attorney
James R. Samuels

Attorney
Erin Barnhart

Free initial consultations for FSU Students
Call Samuels Law Office
231-796-8858

www.samuelslawoffice.com
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Summer drinking list
Vodka Strawberry Lemonade:
Ingredients
1 bottle of stoli strawberry vodka 
1 container of frozen minute maid lime/
lemonade grenadine to add color 
1 lime/orange wedge for garnish 
Directions
Chop little pieces of a lemon and straw-
berries and add them to a cocktail glass 
Add simple syrup and mash everything 
up with muddler 
Add some ice and vodka 
Give it a good shake 
Add the mixture to a glass and top it off 
with the soda 
Mix it with a spoon

Strawberry Daiquiri: 
Ingredients
1 cup light rum 
2 cups frozen strawberries 
1/3 cup superfine sugar 
½ cup lime juice 
¼ cup triple sec 
Directions
1. Place strawberries in blender
2. Add sugar, rum, triple sec, and lime 
juice
3. Add more strawberries if needed to 
obtain a smooth consistency
4. Pour into a chilled or frozen glass 

Pina Colada: 
Ingredients
3 oz. light rum 
6 oz. pineapple juice 
2 ounces coconut cream 
2 cups of ice Pineapple and maraschino 
cherries for garnish
Directions
Combine: rum, pineapple juice, coconut 
cream, and ice
Blend until smooth
Pour into a hurricane or high ball glass
Garnish with a slice of pineapple/cher-
ries

Vodka and Raspberry Lemonade: 
Ingredients
1 ½ ounces vodka (citrus flavored rec-
ommended) 
5 fresh raspberries 
4 oz. lemonade
1 teaspoon sugar
Directions
In cocktail shaker, muddle raspberries 
and sugar
Add vodka and lemonade and shake until 
well mixed 
Pour over ice in a highball glass
Garnish with a twist of lemon and fresh 
raspberry 

Cranberry Apple Vodka: 
Ingredients
1.5 oz. Smirnoff Green Apple flavored 
Vodka 
3 oz cranberry juice 
Directions
Fill glass with ice
Add Smirnoff Green Apple Vodka and 
Cranberry juice
Stir well 

Drunken Melon Balls:
Ingredients
1 cantaloupe 
1 Honey dew melon 
1 watermelon (small, seedless) 
1 cup Pineapple Juice 

1 cup Raspberry vodka (or any fruit 
flavored vodka) 
½ cup Triple Sec
Directions
Slice the fruit in half and remove the 
seeds from the cantaloupe/honeydew
Use a melon baller to scoop out the 
melons
Place in a shallow container with a lid 
Add pineapple juice
Pour in raspberry vodka and triple sec
Toss the fruit and arrange so that the 
melons are submerged 
Cover and freeze (or just chill them)
“Serve” when ready 

Blackberry Mojito: 
Ingredients
2 oz. white rum 
2 oz. club soda 
½ oz. lime juice, or 3 lime wedges 
6-7 mint leaves 
3 blackberries 
¾ oz. simple syrup (1 tablespoon of 
sugar) 
Cup of ice 
Directions
In a Boston shaker, muddle limes, mint 
leaves, blackberries, and simple syrup 
until pulverized. 
Add rum and ice and shake for 10 
seconds
Pour contents into a glass (no straining) 
and top with two oz. of club soda
Stir and garnish with mint leave and 
blackberry 

Quench your thirst with these Torch drink recipes!
Briana Hammontree

Torch Reporter

Graphics by: Jordan Lodge | Production Manager
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A bookworms summer
Nine books to read during break

1. Marley & Me by John Grogan
While you may have seen the tear-jerking movie, the novel will bring 
a whole new set of tears. The novel is about a family and the adven-
tures and life lessons they learn through their beloved dog, Marley. 
“It is one of the best books ever,” said Ferris architecture sopho-
more Emir Rahman. 

2. David and Goliath by Malcolm Gladwell
If you enjoy books that reach a deeper, philosophical level, this real-world book 
compares the weak to the strong and discusses how to defeat your own ‘Go-
liath.’ 
“I like to question everything as I see it and wonder how someone else 
would see it as,” said Ferris hospitality management sophomore Oliver 
Wissman.

3. Give and Take by Adam Grant
This New York Times Best Seller details why interpersonal interactions define 
our success. 
“I would recommend [this author] to people who would want to understand 
how the public could or would operate on a daily basis.” Wissman said. 

4. A Discovery of Witches by Deborah Harkness
If you love the Harry Potter or Twilight series, this may be another magical book for you. 
“It had pretty good reviews about looking at things through the eyes of a witch who doesn’t want to be a witch,” said Ferris library coordi-
nator Kristy Motz.

5. Harry Potter and the Cursed Child by J.K. Rowling
If you’re a Harry Potter fan, you’ve probably already read, or 
at least hear of, this stage play. A sequel to the famous Harry 
Potter series, this play adds to the famous plot.

6. Whip Hand by Dick Francis
Originally published in 1979, this novel illustrates a former jock-
ey’s journey as he becomes a detective in a race for the truth. 

7. The Firm by John Grisham
What can only be described as a legal thriller, pre-law students 
and the like might love this book about a young lawyer and the 
uneasiness he feels at the new office.
“He writes novels from a law perspective,” Motz said. 

8. The Percy Jackson Series by Rick Riordan
You may have seen the movies but the books are even 
more exciting. The storyline begins with a boy who dis-
covers he’s a descendent of a Greek god. 

9. The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings by J. R. R. Tolkien 
Whether you’re reading it for the first time, or for the 50th time, the Lord 
of the Rings series is always a great way to consume your free time this 
summer. This fantasy fiction series is about a very long quest to save a 
land called Middle Earth from evil.

Melanie Bale & Briana Hammontree

Torch Reporters

If you’re the type of person who enjoys reading a book on the 
beach or while hammocking in the woods, here is a list of books 
you may want to bring along with you. 

 Finals are done and school is out, leaving Ferris 
students time to consider summer plans.
 Many students will use the summer to build up 
their bank account, get summer jobs and focus on 
saving up for their return to school, which can be a 
heavy expense. 
 In the case of Ferris sophomore Amber Ortiz, 
some expenses were waived due to her upcoming 
job as a resident advisor (RA) in the fall.  
 “I plan on finding a job and working [this sum-
mer],” Ortiz said. “My car is broken down, so that 
needs to be fixed and before school starts. I’ll be 
back at Ferris to start my first time as a resident 
advisor in North hall. I won’t really have time for 
much else, like traveling or really anything too fun.”
 While many students will also be spending their 
summer vacation working, some will be able to take 
breaks and enjoy the sun.
 Ferris graphic design sophomore Brendan Teays 
will be spending most of his summer working and 
traveling.
 “This summer I am traveling quite a bit,” Teays 
said. “I am mostly working at a country club, but I 
am probably going to go to Nickel’s Lake. I’m also 

doing lawn work on the side but I might try to find a 
new job too if I have the time. Besides that, I might 
go down to Ohio with some friends and I might meet 
up with another friend who lives in Illinois. Then I’m 
also going to Baroda for the fourth of July. So be-
sides that, it’s mostly working and saving up for my 
apartment next year.”
 Similar to Teays, Ferris hospitality management 
sophomore Oliver Wissman is spending his summer 
returning to his old job where he was promoted to 
head activities counselor and will then return before 
the fall to train for his new job as an RA for Hender-
son hall. 
 “Besides working, I’ll be spending time with 
friends and family back home before I have to come 
back and be an RA,” Wissman said.
 Among the students traveling, working and relax-
ing are those who have to focus on school-related 
plans for the summer.
 Unlike her previous years where she was able to 
work and relax, Ferris social work junior Taylor Green 
will be spending her summer interning, finding a job 
and having a busy social schedule.
 “I have to intern for my major, hopefully find a job, 
plus I’m getting my wisdom teeth removed and my 
mom is having surgery. Plus, my brother is gradu-
ating high school. My summer is chaos this year,” 
Green said.

Briana Hammontree

Torch Reporter

School’s out!
Students share their summer plans

www.fsutorch.com

Check out our 
website for 

exclusive online 
articles and 

photo galleries
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Photo by: Keith Salowich | Web Editor

Ferris junior JaJuan Pollock, who serves as a member of both the Ferris track and field and football teams, prepares to explode off the starting blocks.

From the slums to future alum
How Ja’Juan Pollock became a two-way star at Ferris

 Two-way athlete Ja’Juan Pollock has 
enjoyed an illustrious career as a Bulldog 
to this point, but not many know how he 
came from humble beginnings to a future 
star.
 A track and football star, Pollock was 
given two options by his family– go to col-
lege or go into the military. With influence 
from his cousins and people stuck in the 
streets, this four-year starter chose the 
former.
 “Football is another option to succeed 
in life,” Pollock said.
 Where Pollock hails from, many people 
struggle to fulfill their potential and end up 
being sucked into the streets. Luckily for 
Pollock, a strong family structure growing 
up was enough to motivate him, with both 
parents instilling in him “a knowledge of 
right and wrong.” 
 Despite many people in his communi-
ty being involved in the street life, those 
same people sought to teach the youth 

against living their lifestyle.
 Pollock recalled being approached by 
a local drug addict who said, “You don’t 
want to get caught up in these streets, 
young blood.” 
 Pollock initially laughed at the addict’s 
remarks but realized he was serious.
 “I heard that from so many people,” Pol-
lock said.
 Those people in the community wanted 
to see the ‘young blood’ make something 
of themselves, rather than be another guy 
from the block. Pollock, along with his se-
nior teammates receiver Marquel Hines, 
defensive end Marquis Dawsey and defen-
sive back Willie Smith followed the advice 
and made it from Bradenton, Florida to Big 
Rapids, having prominent impacts on Ferris 
football.
 Pollock has played football since he 
was four. He played through middle school 
and high school with Hines, Dawsey and 
Smith and almost quit after his grandfa-
ther passed away.
 “I thought I wanted to be done,” Pollock 
said. “Just graduate high school, go to col-
lege and get my degree.”

 Pollock regained the spark to play after 
his cousin suffered a fractured femur that 
ended his career in a 2013 bowl game 
playing for Southern Methodist University.
 “My family told me, ‘We thought he was 
going to be the first to do it. We supported 
him. Now it’s your turn,’” Pollock said. “I 
thought, ‘Why not chase a dream to make 
someone else happy instead of yourself.’”
 His decision proved to be fruitful as he 
helped Ferris to a 25-game regular season 
winning streak from 2014-15 and a na-
tional semifinal appearance in 2016. He 
has gained 801 yards and six touchdowns 
receiving and averaged over six yards per 
carry on the ground over his first three 
years.
 “He brings a lot– elusiveness, speed, 
experience,” said Ferris senior quarter-
back Reggie Bell. “He’s a focal point on 
the offense. Someone you have to watch 
out for on the field.”
 In addition to being a star football play-
er in high school and college, Pollock also 
competes in track, which he believes is 
harder than football.
 “Football is about 80 percent mental, 

studying film and learning plays,” Pollock 
said. “The other 20 percent is natural in-
stinct and ability. With track, it’s all physi-
cal preparation. It’s exhausting.”
 Pollock currently has a personal best of 
11 seconds flat in the 100 meters, and 
that speed is evident on the football field. 
The explosion and form he learned from 
chasing his own times has improved his 
burst off the line and foot speed in be-
tween cuts as he pulls away from defend-
ers.
 But Pollock is looking beyond his athlet-
ic career, chasing a pre-physical therapy 
major with an ultimate goal of owning a 
private practice.
 After college, he plans to get into a 
post-graduate physical therapy program 
to complete his ascension from troubling 
surroundings to the unlimited possibilities 
of self-employment. Before that happens, 
he has unfinished business on the football 
field, as the Bulldogs look for another un-
defeated season and ultimately a national 
championship in 2017.
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“I thought, ‘Why 
not chase a 
dream to make 
someone else 
happy instead 
of yourself.’”
-Ja’Juan Pollock
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 In an off-season full of changes, Ferris State’s hockey 
team has been hard at work preparing for the fall. 
 The Bulldogs will be returning to the ice for the 2017-
18 season without four key contributors from last year’s 
team, as forwards Gerald Mayhew, Chad McDonald, Jared 
VanWormer and defenseman Ryan Lowney have graduat-
ed. 
 “Those four guys really helped us a lot,” said Ferris 
junior forward Corey Mackin. “It’s definitely going to be 
a big loss but we’ve got a good group coming in with our 
freshmen and we have a good older group, so I think we’re 
going in with confidence next year.”
 Gerald Mayhew led them in scoring the past three sea-
sons, while the offensive touch of Chad McDonald com-
plemented Mayhew. Jared VanWormer also brought some 
scoring while captaining the team last season. 
 “Up front, we’re losing three guys that were really in-
tegral parts of our team,” said head coach Bob Daniels. 
“We need some of the under-classmen now to raise their 
game. Some of the incoming freshmen we feel can step 
in and score as well.”
 Defenseman Ryan Lowney’s leadership will be missed 
on the back end for the Bulldogs, as he helped lead a 
young defensive core that saw many new faces in lineup 
last season.
 The Bulldogs finished fifth in the conference with a 13-19-

5 record last season, before falling to Bowling Green State 
in the first round of the WCHA (Western Collegiate Hockey 
Association) playoffs, just a year removed from a post-sea-
son WCHA championship and Elite Eight trip in the NCAA 
(National Collegiate Athletic Association) tournament. 
 “We were disappointed with our season,” Daniels said. 
“We’re not happy with fifth, we want to penetrate deeper 
in the playoffs and we want to do better in non-conference 
play. We have our eyes set on bigger things.”
 The Bulldogs will look to players like junior forward and 
former WCHA Rookie of the Year winner Corey Mackin to 
help replace the offense that graduated, while also receiv-
ing experienced help from transfer players in junior de-
fenseman Zach Yoder and junior forward Jasen Fernsler. 
 Ferris will have some depth in between the pipes with ju-
nior and former WCHA Final Five MVP Darren Smith return-
ing to share the crease with sophomore Justin Kapelmas-

ter. Kapelmaster led the Bulldogs last season with a 10-4-3 
record along with his 2.22 goals against average and .930 
save percentage. 
 “We can play either goalie and our team won’t change its 
confidence,” said Mackin. “We know both of them are great 
goalies. It will be very good for our team to have two starting 
goalies pretty much and it will be huge for our confidence.”
 The depth in net and gained experience on the back end 
will help push the charge for the Bulldogs next season. The 
team aims to bounce back from a disappointing season 
with another championship run.
 “I want us to be successful as a team,” Yoder said. “I want 
to see us win the WCHA and I want to win it all. As a team 
that’s our goal, we want to win it. It would be huge.” 
 The Bulldogs are set to return to the ice on Friday, October 
6 at Western Michigan before hosting the Broncos Saturday, 
October 7 at Ewigleben Ice Arena. 

 Being a Bulldog sports fan 
over the past few years has been 
nothing short of exciting with 
championships and accomplish-
ments across the board.
 With so many awesome mo-
ments over the past year, it’d take 
a few pages to name them all, 
so let’s take a look back at five 
of the best moments that trans-
pired during the 2016-17 athletic 
season.

 We start with the team who is 
coming off the longest season in 
the program’s history, Ferris State 
football. Every Ferris football fan 
knows that the Bulldogs and the 
Lakers of Grand Valley State are 
ensnared in a long-lasting rivalry.
 After falling to the Lakers in 
regular season action in ear-
ly October last year, the Dawgs 
were able to get one more shot 
at their GLIAC (Great Lakes Inter-
collegiate Athletic Conference) 
rivals, only this time with higher 
stakes on the line at the Super 

Region Four Championship Game 
at GVSU.
 “It was kind of cold that day 
and it was gloomy, but what made 

that day remarkable was tak-
ing the field in front of all those 
amazing Bulldog fans who came 
out and supported the team the 
way they did,” said former Bulldog 
quarterback Trevor Bermingham.
 The Bulldogs ended up beating 
the Lakers 47-32, the first ever 

Going down in history
Five of Ferris State’s most memorable athletic moments

Ferris hockey team 
deals with loss of 
four key players

Fresh ice for a fresh team

Jacob Carlson

Torch Reporter
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Ferris senior Kyle Thompson celebrates a Bulldog touchdown during a season in which the Ferris football team had 

many things to celebrate.

 With the spring semester 
over, students at Ferris are 
beginning to break out the flip 
flops and sunscreen. Howev-
er, members of the men’s and 
women’s basketball teams are 
lacing up their shoes for a good 
cause.
 The Bulldogs are preparing 
to host several kids from the 
Big Rapids area for a summer 
camp focused around basket-
ball. 
 “We do all kinds of activities 
involving basketball,” said ju-
nior forward Rachel McInerney. 
“They love when we give them a 
chance to earn candy for mak-
ing a basket.”
 While any kid is up for the 
chance to rake in some free 
sugar, the candy isn’t the only 
thing sweet about this summer 
camp.
 Along with learning some 
basketball basics, coaches 
and players try to create a pos-
itive environment for the kids 
so that the focus shifts more 
towards having fun and dimin-
ishes fear of failing.
 “It’s just a great environ-
ment,” said senior guard Drew 

Cushingberry. “I love being 
around young hoopers because 
I can remember going to camps 
just like this one when I was 
their age. It means a lot to me 
to have them look up to me the 
way I looked up to the players 
who ran the camps I went to.”
 While the Ferris basketball 
teams have a great program 
to keep kids busy for a few 
days this summer, they’re not 
the only ones hoping to inspire 
kids.
 The Ferris football program 
will travel around the state and 
participate in a camp aimed to-
wards older kids who are look-
ing to refine their skills.
 Just about any sporting pro-
gram you can think of at Fer-
ris is hosting several summer 
camps this year. Information 
can be found on the Ferris ath-
letics website.
 “I’m an elementary educa-
tion major,” said McInerney. 
“So I love being able to work 
with the kids and show them 
that we’re here to have fun and 
encourage each other.”
 The basketball camp spans 
over three days in late June 
and for $50 per person, the 
kids receive basketball skills, a 
water bottle and T-shirt.

Ferris basketball teams to 
mentor kids over summer

Summer 
ballin’

MOMENTS| see page 20
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Ferris junior Corey Mackin is one of the offensive players sticking around for the 2017-18 season, but he admits that the four graduating 

seniors are a big loss. 
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 Ferris athletes are involved with many extra-cur-
ricular activities all over campus, but very rarely do 
they have to deal with real life-changing events. 
 Just being an athlete at Ferris is difficult, but 
when you add a job to the mix, things can get crazy. 
Ferris volleyball junior libero, Lauren Reminga under-
stands this completely. 
 Reminga has been working as a respiratory ther-
apist at Spectrum Health Butterworth in Grand Rap-
ids for the spring semester. Reminga’s work day 
consists of a 5:30 a.m. commute to Grand Rapids 
to work a 6:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m. shift, three days a 
week. 
 What seemed to be an average day at the hospi-
tal on Monday, April 24 turned out to be completely 
different. 
 A year from that exact date was the day that Rem-
inga’s grandfather passed away in the same hospi-
tal. As fate may have it, Reminga was covering the 
floor that her grandfather had passed away on a 
year ago. 
 “As a respiratory therapist, I can be assigned to 
any floor throughout the building on any day,” said 
Reminga. “When I found out I was on that floor I was 
not very happy and I had some discomfort knowing 
what had happened a year ago.”
 Hoping for a normal day at the hospital with little 
issues, Reminga began her shift. Around 2:00 p.m., 
Reminga was in the main department when she re-
ceived a phone call that there was a rapid response 
with one of the patients on her floor. 
 “I actually hadn’t seen this patient because he 
wasn’t a respiratory patient, he just happened to 

be on my floor,” said Reminga. “As I got up to the 
floor it immediately turned into a code blue and my-
self along with other physicians had to rush into 
the room.” 
 Roughly 10 people were in the room when she 
arrived. The consensus in the room was that the 
patient was not doing well and they were unable to 
get a pulse. Reminga was responsible for using a 
bag valve mask to pump air into the patient. 
 Reminga ventilated the patient for roughly five 
minutes before the physicians and other nurses 
started performing rounds of CPR on the patient.
  One round of CPR lasts approximately two min-
utes, but Reminga and the rest of the crew went 
through six rounds before finding a pulse. 
 Approximately 30 minutes later, the patient lost 
his pulse once again. This caused Reminga and the 
other physicians to rush back into the room, admin-
istering four more rounds of CPR. The nurses were 
appearing tired after the multiple rounds of CPR and 
that is when Reminga took charge. 
 “I decided to rotate in next and have someone 
take over the bag valve mask,” said Reminga. “After 
about two minutes of me doing that, they checked 
his pulse and they found that he had gotten it back 
and it had stayed steadily.” 
 The 60-year old patient was stabilized and then 
taken into the intensive care unit with a breathing 
tube.
 “I was really excited to have been able to help 
save this man, the adrenaline helped me be con-
fident in this type of situation,” Reminga said. “It 
also felt good to make my grandpa proud on the ex-
act day that has caused me discomfort in the past.” 
 Reminga left the hospital peacefully, knowing the 
patient was on a vent and was able to breathe. 

Reminga to the rescue
Ferris volleyball player helps save a man’s life

Danny Collins

Torch Reporter
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Ferris junior Lauren Reminga is best known around campus for her skills on the volleyball court, but the real magic hap-

pens when she dons her scrubs. 

NCAA playoff victory on the road 
in the school’s history.
 The second moment comes 
to us by way of the hockey rink, 
this time against a different rival 
in Minnesota State. Ranked sec-
ond nationally at the time, Min-
nesota State knocked the Dawgs 
out of the playoff picture during 
the 2014-15 season and have 
consistently beat the Dawgs on 
their home ice.
 Not being able to win through 
the first eight games of the 2016-
17 season, the Bulldogs were fi-
nally able to pick up a huge win 
over Minnesota State where for-
mer forward Gerald Mayhew slid 
in the game winner with a minute 
left for his second goal of the 
game. The victory was the first 
time that the Bulldogs beat Min-
nesota State on their turf in all of 
Mayhew’s Bulldog career.
 For the third moment, we 
make our way over to the hard-

wood where 
the women 
of the Ferris 
State volley-
ball program 
guard their 
turf. There’s 
nothing fancy 
about this mo-
ment as we 
recall when 

the women blew out the Ashland 
Eagles in the GLIAC Tournament 
Championship game 3-0 to win 
their third consecutive GLIAC 
Tourney Title.
 Freshman outside hitter Ally-
son Cappel led everyone on the 
court that day with 17 kills be-
fore the Dawgs won the regular 
season and GLIAC Title for the 
second straight year.
 Staying on the hardwood for 
our fourth moment, the men’s 
basketball team won it’s third 
straight GLIAC Tournament 
Championship in dramatic fash-
ion.
 Down one point with under a 
minute to go at Wink Arena, ju-
nior point guard Drew Cushing-
berry lobbed it up from half court, 
connecting with sophomore post 
Zach Hankins who laid in the al-
ley-oop to secure the win.
 Our fifth and final stop on this 
tour drops us off at the corner 
of men’s tennis Regular Season 
Championship and GLIAC Tourna-
ment Championship.
 For the second year in a row, 
the men of Ferris State tennis 
were able to pull off this feat, 
this time under Interim Head 
Coach Danny Hunt. As the num-
ber one seed in the GLIAC Tour-
nament, the Dawgs took down 
the Northwood Timberwolves 
5-1 to secure their trophy, their 
second victory of Northwood in 
2017.

MOMENTS
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 Being a college football play-

er is no easy task, but being a 
college football player while also 
tackling a pharmaceutical de-

Beau Jensen

Torch Reporter

Runnin’ 
drills 

and sortin’ 
pills

Football by 
day and 

pharmacy 
homework by 

night

Parmacy| see page 22

Whether you’re looking for a Part-time job now, or a Full time 
summer job, give us a call. We offer up to 40 hours, flexible 

around most schedules, afternoon and evening shifts. 
Earn $9.00 - $13.00 hour.

JOBS FOR STUDENTS!
Part-Time or Full Time Summer Jobs

Call now to set up an appointment for an interview: 231-796-9276
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Football
 Ferris football is known for having a high-oc-
tane offense that can score with anyone, but 
in recent years, the Bulldogs have become 
one of the best defenses in the region. One 
of the biggest reasons why is all-American de-
fensive end Zach Sieler. 
 Sieler broke Ferris records for sacks and 
tackles for loss in his 2016 sophomore cam-
paign while anchoring a defense that led the 
GLIAC in rush defense. 
 Sieler also contributed 19.5 sacks and 
29.5 tackles for loss which broke records set 
by current New Orleans Saint and former Fer-
ris Bulldog Justin Zimmer a year prior.
 Sieler is part of a stout defensive line fea-
turing 330-pound tackle Chris Okoye and de-
fensive end Marquis Dawsey. The Bulldogs 
allowed 106.5 rush yards per game in 2016 
and had the most sacks in the GLIAC with 
42. Sieler and the crew contributed to Ferris 
causing 35 turnovers-- the most in the GLIAC.
 The Bulldogs went 12-3 last year and 
reached the national semi-finals for the first 
time in school history. 

Baseball
 Ferris basketball won its third straight GLI-
AC title in the 2016-17 season behind the 
human block party that is Zach Hankins. 
Hankins averaged 3.9 blocks on the year and 
averaged close to six midway through the sea-
son.
 The 6’10” Goliath frame and length were 
imposing and anchored the Ferris defense in 
his sophomore campaign. Hankins averaged 
a double-double with 14.6 points and 10.5 
rebounds per game while garnering a nomina-
tion for national player of the year.
 Despite three-peating in the GLIAC, the 
Bulldogs were bounced in the second round 
of the NCAA playoffs by Findlay in a 68-63 
grinder. With only one senior departing, Quen-
tin Ruff, the Dawgs, led by GLIAC Coach of 
the Year Andy Bronkema. will be experienced 
and ready to go when the 2017-18 season 
rolls around.

Hockey
 Ferris hockey had a rough year, but forward 
Gerald Mayhew shined individually in his 
last season as a Bulldog. Gerry-Time led the 
WCHA in points per game, scoring or assist-
ing on just over one play per game.
 Mayhew has been a leader for the Bulldog 
hockey team since his freshman year and 
commanded respect immediately. He has led 
his team in points since his sophomore year 
and was integral in the Dawgs making the re-
gional semifinal in 2015-16.
 Mayhew finished his college career with 
119 points and 52 goals in 150 games. 
Mayhew currently plays for the Iowa Wild in 
the American Hockey League (AHL) as he at-
tempts to make it in the professional ranks.

Volleyball
 Ferris volleyball started off 4-5 in 2016 but 
rattled off 26 straight wins with the most kills 
in the GLIAC, with senior setter Stephanie 
Sikorski serving as an orchestrator for the 
Dawgs. 
 Sikorski led the GLIAC with 10.86 assists 
per game as she faked even the crowd out 
with her creative sets.
 Sikorski helped the Bulldogs three-peat in 
the GLIAC, as well as earn consecutive ap-
pearances in the Midwest Regional Final of 
the NCAA tournament. 
 In her final season, Sikorski earned GLIAC 
player and setter of the year. She garnered 
1219 assists, 217 digs and 114 kills in her 
career as a four-year starter at Ferris.
 Sikorski was not alone in GLIAC recognition, 
as Tia Brandel-Wilhelm earned head coach of 
the year and Allyson Capell earned freshman 
of the year, leading the team with 349 kills.

Cody Burkhard

Torch Reporter

The top of top Dawgs
The best performers in each of Ferris’ major sports programs

Football
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Ferris senior Kyle Thompson is pursuing a degree in pharmaceuticals, mak-

ing his workload heavier than most. 

 Three seniors from this season’s Ferris hockey 
team joined the professional ranks earlier this 
year. With their first season since signing their con-
tracts wrapping up, the former Bulldogs are start-
ing to get a feel for what their futures could hold.
 Fan-favorite forward Gerald Mayhew inked a con-
tract with the Iowa Wild of the American Hockey 
League (AHL) and it appears no matter where he 
goes, it will always be GerryTime.
 Mayhew was a star in his time with the Bulldogs, 
leading the team in scoring for the past three sea-
sons, including 17 goals and 18 assists as a senior.
In his first season with Iowa, Mayhew has put up 
some solid numbers by finding twine six times and 
adding an assist through 17 games.
 Two of Mayhew’s Ferris teammates, forward Jar-
ed VanWormer and defenseman Ryan Lowney, also 
signed professional contracts. 
 VanWormer had an impressive finish to his ca-
reer at Ferris, recording nine goals and 14 assists 
in his final campaign. Lowney was an impact play-
er on the defensive side as a senior scoring two 

goals on the 78 shots he had on goal.
 Both Lowney and VanWormer signed with teams 
in the East Coast Hockey League (ECHL), with Van-
Wormer suiting up for the Missouri Mavericks and 
Lowney joining up with the Fort Wayne Komets.
 “I was a bit nervous when I signed with Mis-
souri,” said VanWormer. “Looking back, I wouldn’t 
have changed a thing. Obviously as a kid you grow 
up with that dream of playing for the Red Wings. 
I’m hoping to move into the AHL in the distant fu-
ture, but the Mavericks give me good experience.”
 VanWormer hasn’t made much noise in Missouri, 
only recording one assist and no goals through 10 
games.
 VanWormer’s journey to the NHL may be more 
winding than that of Mayhew, but for such a solid 
player the AHL is certainly a reasonable destination.
As for Lowney, joining the Fort Wayne Komets pro-
vided him the opportunity to join forces with former 
Ferris defenseman Jason Binkley. Lowney has been 
a real team player for the Komets, scoring one goal 
but setting up five assists through 14 games.
 The three Ferris seniors have taken the first steps 
in what they hope to be long, successful professional 
careers. 

Pen to paper
The ink has dried on professional contracts for 

three Bulldog hockey players

Brendan Samuels

Sports Editor
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Ferris forward and team captain Jared VanWormer signed with the Missouri Mavericks in the East Coast Hockey 

League.

gree is a big challenge.
 Bulldog senior tight end and 
Illinois native Kyle Thompson 
knows exactly how that pharma-
cy and football life feels. Current-
ly in his fifth year as a Bulldog 
with two years left to go in the 
pharmacy program, Thompson 
is officially done on the gridiron 
and fully focused on moving to 
Grand Rapids, where he will fin-
ish his last two years of pharma-
cy school.
 Before Thompson began his 
journey with Ferris State, majoring 
in pharmacy hadn’t crossed his 
mind.
 “I had never given anything in 
the medical field much thought, 
as I was set on doing something in 
the sports world, like sports man-
agement,” Thompson said. “I first 
knew I wanted to go into pharma-
cy after I committed here to play 
football during my senior year of 
high school.”
 Thompson’s uncle, Michael 
Eesley, is the CEO of Centegra 
Health System in Illinois and a 
Ferris alum who received a Bach-
elor of Science in hospital admin-
istration in 1978. Eesley hooked 
Thompson up with a pharmacy job 
shadow at a hospital in Chicago, 
and ever since then, Thompson 
knew that going into pharmacy 
would be the right move for him.
 Along with his uncle, Thomp-
son’s mother, grandmother and 
some of his cousins work or 
have worked in the medical field. 
Thompson is the first one in the 
family to do his medical schooling 
while being part of a college foot-

ball organization.
 “It was really rough, there was 
never any free time,” Thompson 
said. “I would have film at 7 a.m. 
for football, then go to classes, 
then to practice, then more class-
es, and then a workout. After all 
that, I’d have to go home and 
study for the rest of the night.”
 Though it wasn’t easy, Thomp-
son said that having to balance 
both pharmacy school and foot-
ball made him more disciplined. 
He had no choice but to go 
straight from class or practice to 
home just to get that precious 
study time in.
 “When I first got in to pharma-
cy school, Coach Annese told me 
that my career was my first prior-
ity and that I needed to take care 
of my schooling first,” Thompson 
said. “For example, last semester 
I didn’t go to practice on Wednes-
days because it was during one of 
my pharm classes.”
 With only three football practic-
es a week, Thompson knew that it 
was a big deal for him to miss a 
practice, but he appreciated the 
support from the coaching staff.
 “Whenever I’d miss Fridays 
because the football team was 
on the road, my professors were 
always understanding, whether I 
had to make up a test or if I need-
ed to be filled in with anything that 
I missed,” Thompson said. “There 
are many more people that helped 
me along the way, and I would 
have never made it to where I am 
today without their support.”
 Shifting his focus from blocking 
schemes and route-running to his 
career, Thompson hopes to be a 
pharmacist in a hospital because 
of the community environment 
with plenty of patient interaction.

PHARMACY 
Continued from page 20
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The police never 
think it’s as funny 

as you do.
Free initial consultations for FSU Students

www.samuelslawoffice.com
231-796-8858



Call to schedule a tour today!

231-598-9152

Northland Flats is a new community in Big Rapids within 
walking distance of Ferris State University. We offer two or 
four bedroom flats with individual or whole unit leases.  
Come view our newly designed apartments with sharp 
kitchen features, new cabinetry, carpets, and fixtures.
Leases are 12 months or you may choose a 10 month lease 
at an additional $100 per month. Stop in today!
Leases and renewals are limited!

AMENITIES:
• FREE WATER, SEWER AND TRASH
• LOUNGE AREA IN THE CLUBHOUSE
• FREE WIFI AT THE CLUBHOUSE
• ONSITE FITNESS ROOM
• CLOSE TO FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY
• PRIVATE ENTRANCE INTO YOUR APARTMENT
• ROOMMATE MATCHING AVAILABLE
• PETS ALLOWED (WHOLE UNIT LEASES ONLY)

WHY SETTLE FOR AVERAGE, WHEN YOU CAN
EXPERIENCE NEW HOMES IN BIG RAPIDS!
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HALLIVANDFERRIS

CLARKHALLFERRIS

NORTHHALLFERRIS

MILWARPICFERRIS

BROMCNFERRIS

CRAMERFERRIS

PUTERHENDFERRIS

BONDHALLFERRIS

ECSFERRIS

WCAFERRIS

OR FIND A ROOMMATE OR SUITEMATE:

ROOMMATESUITEMATEFERRIS

Get the inside scoop on fun activities in the Halls, Suites, Apartments and on 
campus. Talk to your Resident Advisor (RA) or other housing staff for details.

CHECK OUT WHERE YOU ARE LIVING ON SOCIAL MEDIA   

North Campus

South Campus

West Campus

Suites or Apartments

ENJOY DINING
We have a new meal equivalency option with meal plans. If you have 
an Anytime Meal Plan you can use it once a day at The Market by 
the Rock or by the food court.

WHERE CAN I SPEND BULLDOG BUCKS?

most vending machines on campus

LIVE & 
EAT ON 
CAMPUS

STAY SAFE
Campus safety is our top priority. 
Our housing facilities require Ferris 
ID card access in addition to a door 
key. Our desks at the residence halls 
are staffed around the clock. All 
around campus are emergency blue 
light phones that enable students to 
contact 911 at the touch of a button. 
You can sign up for emergency text 
alerts to stay in the know.

 HAVE FUN!
• Hang with friends on Thursdays  
 at the Quad Cafe for wing night.

• Join one of our 200+ registered  
 student organizations (RSO) to  
 network, make friends, and do  
 what you love.

• Have fun at the Homecoming   
	 events	whether	it	be	the	bonfire,		
 tailgate, parade, or football game.

• Enjoy free food, prizes and show  
 your Ferris State pride at  
 Bulldog Beginnings.

Office of Housing 
& Residence Life

Dining Services
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