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 It’s 11 a.m. and you have an hour be-
fore your lab starts. You walk to the UC in 
hopes of grabbing a quick bite, only to be 
met with a line down the stairs and not an 
empty seat in sight. 
 With recent additions to Ferris’ on-cam-
pus dining services, the above scenario 
will become a thing of the past. 
 “As you know, we have a new residence 
hall on north campus and to be prepared 
for that, we took a long hard look at our op-
tions that are available to students, partic-
ularly at lunch time, when many students 
from south campus visit north campus be-
cause of it being the academic court,” Di-
rector of Dining Services Lori Helmer said. 
“To alleviate some potential overcrowding 
issues at the Quad Café, we came up with 
some options for students and I think 
they’re going to be really excited about it.”
 The first and biggest change is the in-
troduction of the Meal X Change program. 
 This allows any students that have 
swipes, meaning both those holding the 
anytime and express plans, to use one of 
those swipes on four different types of gr-
ab-and-go meals: pizza, salads, sandwich-
es and breakfast sandwiches.  
 The X Change program will be available 
at both the Market on south campus and 
the new Snack Shack, located where the 
Bulldog Pizzeria used to be, next to the 
Quad Café. 

 Hours for the Snack Shack are 10 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. Monday through Friday, and the 
hours for the Market are noon. to 1 a.m. 
seven days a week. Both accept swipes, 
Bulldog Bucks, credit, debit and cash.
 “We want to respond to the demand of 
the business,” Helmer said. “So we are 
going to look at, for example, if we have a 
demand to be open at 9 a.m. instead of 
10 a.m. at the Snack Shack, we’ll consid-
er that. This is really just a starting point. 
We think we’re going to get an excellent 
response.”
 Furthermore, students will also have the 
option to use the green takeout containers 
at no additional cost, which will also help 
alleviate the seating issues in the Quad. 
 “Every student who lives on campus 
this fall will get a free takeout container 
in their room when they move in,” Helmer 
said. 
 Other changes include the addition of 
Freshen’s offerings to the all-you-can-eat 
side of the Quad Café, which freed up an 
additional 60-plus seats. 
 “Last year in the fall, we were feeding 
over 1700 in the Quad Café for lunch,” 
said the Director of the Quad Café Craig 
Bowman. “We have 360-380 seats in 
there, but there were kids that were stand-
ing along the wall eating… some even 
chose to sit on the floor and we don’t want 
that, obviously. So that is why we came up 
with another plan so that these customers 
have another option, because sometimes 
they need to eat when they need to eat, 
and they’re on a time frame where they 

can’t just come back later.”
 Lastly, there will be a shuttle running 
back and forth between the Rock Café and 
the Quad Café every five minutes during 
peak times, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday.
 “If students think it might be too busy 
at the Quad Café, they can hop on the bus 
and go over to the Rock Café, and every 
five minutes it will be going between the 
two,” Helmer said. “That will start the first 
day of classes.”

 In conjunction with this, the Rock Café 
will be offering new Hispanic menu options 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. every day. 
 “That’s something that the students 
have been asking for,” Helmer said. “It’s 
extremely popular at the Quad Café.”
 On the other side of campus at Katke 
Golf Course, the recently acquired Found-
er’s Grill is also preparing for the upcom-
ing school year.
 “It’s a very nice atmosphere there and 

Photo by: Keith Salowich | Web Supervisor
Ferris Dining Services added a new venue to the mix this past spring, Founder’s Grill. The eatery offers a variety of menu items and the option to eat out on the patio, overlooking the course and Big Rapids itself. 

Feeding the Dawgs

Campus dining services undergo massive changes for upcoming year
Angela Graf

Editor in Chief

See Dining on page 2

PLACES TO EAT ON CAMPUS
The Quad Cafe
The Rock Cafe

Snack Shack
The Market

Use a meal swipE at ...
Snack Shack 10am - 10pm Mon. - Fri.
The Market 12 pm - 1am Mon. - Sun.

Take the UC/Rock shuttle bus 11am - 2pm Mon. - Thurs. 

NEW LUNCH OPTIONS
- Hispanic Cuisine at the Rock

- Quad Food Court 

Where to use your bulldog bucks
Starbucks IRC/UC

Snack Shack
Founders Grill

Grill Pit
The Market 
Freshens
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NEWS  “The opening of this building is just another great start to a new year,” - Joy Pufhal 
See page 6 for story

The hunt for cheap textbooks
Using price comparison websites could save you hundreds

 Finding cheap textbooks is one of the 
easiest ways to save money on school ex-
penses and avoiding the bookstore is the 
first step. 
 The Internet has made finding cheap 
textbook offers much easier but finding 
the best websites for maximum savings 
can be tricky. Price checking books across 
multiple websites is one of the best ways 
to ensure that you are getting the best 
deal. This is made easier by price compar-
ison websites.
 Having a good price comparison website 
eliminates the guess-and-check work from 
searching for the lowest price and com-
paring multiple companies’ prices against 
each other to give you the best. One of 
the best sites for this is bigwords.com. In 
addition to searching thousands of web-
sites to find the lowest price, they also 
search for and apply any valid coupons 
from 30,000 different stores, according to 
the website.
 After a price comparison site has done 
the legwork to find you the best deals, it is 
almost always more cost efficient to rent a 
used copy rather than purchase the book. 

In many cases, you can rent a used copy 
of a book multiple times for less than what 
you would pay to purchase a new copy. 
 For example, the cost of a new copy of 
“Inside Reporting” by Harrower, a manda-
tory book for Journalism 121, is $116.65. 
However, renting a used copy from the 
bookstore costs $54.84. In comparison, 
one search on bigwords.com found a rent-
al of the same book for $22.33, a savings 
of $94.32 from the new copy at the book-
store. 
 Some professors require you to pur-
chase books that contain online access 
codes. These books cannot be used cop-
ies, but there are still ways to save money. 
Using price comparison websites remains 
the best way to find the lowest price for 
new books, but it is also wise to check 
online or with your professor to see if the 
access code can be bought separately 
from the book. If you must purchase the 
book, some publishers offer online books 
or PDF versions that you can bundle with 
the purchase of the access code on their 
websites.
 Ferris medical laboratory science senior 
Rachel Schmid said: “If I purchased the 
textbooks for my classes at the lowest 
price from the bookstore, I would spend 
$278. Using bigwords.com to price com-

pare, I will spend $64 for the same five 
textbooks.”
 If you procrastinated too long to wait for 
shipping on a book order from the inter-
net, it might not be too late to save. The 
bookstore offers a price match for most 
major websites, including Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble. Unfortunately, for last 

minute shoppers, the bookstore will not 
match online marketplace pricing. Online 
marketplaces are websites that use multi-
ple parties to provide books; this includes 
Amazon Marketplace and Barnes & Noble 
Marketplace, who both allow independent 
sellers to list their products on the site. 
The bookstore also will not match prices 
on online textbooks or access codes.

Grant Siddal

Torch Reporter

it’s a gorgeous view from Found-
er’s Grill,” Helmer said. “We have 
a nice dining area inside and we 
have really great servers there, 
but we also have outdoor seat-
ing. You can’t find a nicer view 
in Big Rapids than from the patio 
at Katke.” 
 The establishment will be 
open for the remainder of the 
golf season, at which point din-
ing services will take the oppor-
tunity to assess any change that 
might need to be made. 
 The eatery is particularly con-
venient for golfers, working in 
conjunction with the Tapingo ser-
vices. 
 “Students, or anybody, can 

place their order while they’re 
out on the golf course and have 
their meal be ready when they’re 
making the turn or finishing up,” 
Helmer said. 
 Founder’s Grill accepts Bulldog 
Bucks as well as cash, credit 
and debit. 
 Helmer wanted to remind stu-
dents that both Bulldog Bucks 
and express meal swipes roll 
over from semester to semes-
ter and year to year, as long as 
the student remains enrolled at 
Ferris. 
 “We are very excited to be 
able to offer these options to the 
students,” Helmer said. 

DINING
Continued from page 1
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- ON THE RECORD - 
A roundup of this week’s crime at Ferris State University

By Harley Harrison - News Editor

Small Defects
 1:50 a.m., May 15, officers stopped a 
vehicle for defective equiptment at Perry 
and Division. A warrant request was sent 
to a prosecuter for two people in posses-
sion of Marijuana. 

Eractic Driving 
 11:15 p.m., May 17, officers stopped 
a vehicle on Woodward for eratic driving. 
One person was ticketed for possession 
of marijuana. 

Hit and Run
 6:00 a.m., July 2, officers recieved a re-
port of a hit and run in Lot 64. 

Damaging Property
 10:47 p.m., July 6, officers received a 
report of a two vehicle property damage 
accident in lot 17. 

Bicycle Accident
 4:55 p.m., July 9, officers assisted the 
city police with a car-bicycle accident at 
Ferris dr. and Perry avenue. 

Intoxicated Speeding
 12:40 a.m., July 18, officers stopped 
a vehicle for speeding on Ferris Dr. The 
driver was intoxicated and lodged at the 
county jail for OWI.

Hit and Run at Pickell
 7:05 p.m., July 19, Officers received a 
call of a hit and run on Pickell Drive. 

East Campus Suspicion
 7:08 p.m., July 24, officers investigated 
a seuspicious vehicle at the East Campus 
Apartments. One Occupant in possession 
of marijuana was ticketed. 

Domestic Assault
 9:40 a.m., July 29, officers investigated 
a domestic assault at the West Campus 
Apartments. A warrant was requested 
from the prosectuter. 

Disorderly at the Gypsy
 7:25 p.m., July 29, officers assisted the 
city police with disorderly subjects at Gyp-
sy Nickel Bar. 

Fleeing on Foot
 5:15 a.m., Aug. 5, Officers assisted the 
sherrif’s office with people fleeing on foot 

at Park and Ride carpool. They assisted in 
stopping two subjects who were lodged in 
the county jail.

Equiptment Violation
 2:20 a.m., Aug. 6, officers stopped a 
vehicle for equiptment violation on Ma-
ple. The driver was found in possession 
of Marijuana and the driver’s license was 
suspended. The driver was ticketed and a 
warrant request was sent to the prosecut-
er for marijuana. 

License Suspended
 6:47 a.m., Aug. 10, officers stopped a 
vehicle on Ferris Dr. for speeding. The driv-
er had an expired license and was ticketed 
with a license suspension. 

Torch Corrections
Did we make a mistake?

Let us know!
Corrections can be submitted through email at 

fsutorcheditor@gmail.com or by calling 231-591-5978

Mark your 
Calender

Headphone Disco 
9pm Tues. Aug. 29
North Campus Quad

Comedian Eric O’Shea 
8pm Wed. Aug. 30
Williams Auditorium

 The Intensity Game Show 
8pm Fri. Sept. 8

North Campus Quad

Grilled Cheese in the IRC
 11am - 1pm  Fri. Tues. Aug. 29

Williams Auditorium

 The Human iPod, John Rush
9pm Thurs. Aug. 31

University Center

Stand-Up Comedy Competition
7pm - 9pm Sat. Sept. 9

University Center
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Starting at 5pm!
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Historic Downtown  
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109 N. Michigan Ave.Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11am-11pm • Closed Sunday

Voted Best  
Hamburger 

in Town!

We Do
To-Go’s!

Best Of Big Rapids
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www.silvernailrealty.com(231)796-632917810 205th Ave. Big Rapids

For Rent:
Clean 1 to 6 Bedroom
Apartments and Houses.
Deposit Required.
No Pets Allowed.
CLOSE TO CAMPUS
Some with FREE HEAT

14905 220th Ave. 
just west of US 131 

231-796-8320
www.qualitycarandtruckrepair.com

Mon - Fri: 8am -5:30pm

When you need an auto repair facility you can count on,  

Count on Us!

FSU ALUMNI OWNED & OPERATED

Ask About Our  
FSU DiScoUnt

Import & Domestic  
• Night Drop Box • Most Extended Warranties 

Honored • State-of-the-Art Facility 
• 2yr/24,000 Mile Warranty  

• Clean, Comfortable Waiting Area • Wi-Fi
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Meet the Deans
Take a peek into the lives of your academic deans

 It’s undeniable that Ferris deans are devoted to their 
jobs on campus, but what are their lives like when they 
aren’t at work?
 College deans can sometimes seem like mysterious or 
intimidating figures on campus but they play a vital role 
in student success. Like academic advisors, deans are 
important cogs in the well-oiled machine that makes up 
Ferris’ academic administration.
 Below is a list of fun facts about the deans of Ferris.

Kristi Haik
Dean of Arts and Sciences
 In her free time, Haik likes to golf, ride her road bike 
and watch superhero movies. Her favorite places on cam-
pus are the Ferris Fine Art Gallery in the University Center 
(UC) and the Katke Golf Course. 

Arrick Jackson
Dean of Education and Human Services 
 Jackson believes that people should experience jump-
ing from an airplane at least once in their lives. His favor-
ite novel is Animal Farm by George Orwell because of its 
insightful understanding of political and social dynamics. 
During the hot summer months, Jackson likes to go bike 

riding. 
 If he could learn more about one thing, Jackson would 
pick neuroscience because of its interesting subject mat-
ter. His favorite quotation is from Rudyard Kipling’s “If,” 
because it speaks of taking a risk in life without fear: 
 “If you can make one heap of all your winnings and risk 
it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
and lose, and start again at your beginnings and never 
breathe a word about your loss.”

Matthew Adeyanju
Dean of Health Professions 
 Adeyanju’s favorite places on campus are FLITE library 
and its location as you approach campus from Perry Av-
enue. His favorite food is Jollof rice with chicken, a dish 
well liked in numerous West African countries. 
 His favorite quote is: “do unto others as you would like 
them to do to you,” because he believes that it is the 
golden rule of life. When he is with his family of seven, 
Adeyanju likes to go driving on vacation and attend sport-
ing events. 

David Damari
Dean of Optometry
 Damari’s favorite place on campus is outside of the 
Michigan College of Optometry building. He also likes to 
go to the Starbucks in the UC. His favorite television show 

is Arrested Development and his favorite films are The 
Tree of Life and A Clockwork Orange.
 Damari’s favorite quote is from James Baldwin: “I think 
the past is all that makes the present coherent, and fur-
ther, that the past will remain horrible for exactly as long 
as we refuse to assess it honestly.” 
 Damari and his wife have two children: a daughter, Al-
legra, who is the Community Management Specialist for 
Ferris’ Honors Program and their son, Armand, is an ar-
chitect with HOLT Associates in Ithaca, New York. When 
they are all together, they like to play Beatles Rock Band, 
watch movies and travel.

Larry Schult
Dean of Engineering Technology
 Schult is passionate about his students’ education and 
their maturation into healthy and productive individuals. 
He has two cats, and his family serves as his inspiration. 
In his free time, Schult likes to fish, go for car rides and 
go to the beach with his wife. He hopes to perfect his 
golfing skills someday. 

 To learn more about the deans at Ferris, the annual 
Bulldog Family & Friends Weekend will be hosting a “Meet 
Your Deans” event at 5:30 p.m. on Oct. 20 in North Hall.

Kristi Haik Arrick Jackson Matthew Adeyanju David Damari Larry Schult

Marley Tucker

Torch Reporter

Cartoon by: Samuel McNeill | Cartoonist

 Over Memorial Day weekend this 
summer, the Student Recreation Cen-
ter incurred “catastrophic” water dam-
age, according to an email sent via 
MyFSU.
 Initially the Rec Center was sup-
posed to be closed through June 23, 
and the pool for the remainder of sum-
mer.
 On July 6, students received an 
update detailing an agreement with 
the Holiday Inn in Big Rapids allowing 
“limited member access” to utilize the 
pool. 
 On July 10 the Rec Center reopened 
for student use, however the pool and 
locker rooms remained closed. 
 It is unclear at this time if there are 
any remaining deficits and Unviersity 
Recreation Staff was not available for 
comment.
 Check the next issue of the Torch for 
a comprehensive review of the damag-
es and costs.  

Damage at 
the Rec

Angela Graf

Editor in Chief

Water damages closed 
campus facility 

for summer 
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The new four-armed robotic surgical system, da Vinci, allows surgeons to operate with a mobility and flexi-

bility that they otherwise would not be capable of.  

Da Vinci goes to work for Spectrum Hospital
Big Rapids hospital gets new employee

 The surgery department at Spec-
trum Health Big Rapids Hospital intro-
duced its newest, most untraditional 
employee over the summer: a robot 
named da Vinci. 
 This robotic-assisted surgery sys-
tem is changing the way surgeons 
operate on their patients by enabling 
them to conduct operations through 
small incisions, while the surgeon re-
mains in control.
 Set to start in late August or early 
September, da Vinci will be assisting 
in hernia and gall bladder operations 
before moving on to gynecological 
surgery, according to a press release 
from Spectrum. 
 The four-armed surgical system has 
many features, such as wristed instru-
ments that can bend greater than a 
human hand, a magnified vision sys-
tem that allows surgeons to see a 3D 
view inside the patient’s body, a con-
sole for the surgeon to sit during the 
operation and a cart where the patient 
lays during surgery, according to Spec-

trum. 
 Da Vinci is used for a wide variety of 
operations, including cardiac surgery, 
colorectal surgery, general surgery, gy-
necologic surgery, head and neck sur-
gery, thoracic surgery and urologic sur-
gery, according to davincisurgery.com. 
 “The da Vinci System has brought 
minimally invasive surgery to more 
than three million patients world-
wide,” the website states. “Da Vinci 
technology translates your surgeon’s 
hand movements into smaller, precise 
movements of tiny instruments inside 
your body.”
 For skeptics who might think da 
Vinci is made-up science fiction, Spec-
trum is planning a Community Open 
House 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Sept. 28 at 
the hospital. In addition to its creden-
tials, da Vinci is also featured in vid-
eos, where it proves that it can peel 
the skin off a grape and stitch it back 
together again. 
 For more information, go to davinci-
surgery.com or SpectrumHealth.org. 
Videos showcasing the da Vinci can 
be found on YouTube.  

Harley Harrison

News Editor

Oh, all the places you’ll know!

Rule the campus by memorizing these eight helpful resources at Ferris

 Whether you’re a new student at Ferris or a senior, it’s 
important to take note of the essential resources on cam-
pus that are available to you. 
 Knowing where to go for help with everything from 
schoolwork, to your health, to legal concerns will make or 
break your college experience. Here is a list of places to 
go for assistance during your time at Ferris:

1. FLITE 
 Although this one seems like a no-brainer, the Ferris 
Library for Information, Technology and Education (FLITE) 
has more to offer than just books and computer access. 
FLITE is filled with knowledgeable librarians who are 
able to help you find sources for your research papers. 
These librarians are available in person, as well as by 
email, telephone and text message. Additionally, FLITE is 
equipped with study rooms of varying sizes, as well the 
24-hour room on the first floor. FLITE is located on the 
north side of campus near the University Center and the 
Starr Building.

2. Writing and Tutoring Centers 
 If you need additional assistance writing an essay or 
studying for a test, check out the Writing and Tutoring Cen-
ters. Both located in room 1017 in the Arts and Science 
Commons, the two centers offer free tutoring services to 
students. Student tutors and paraprofessionals are avail-

able to revise any writing, such as papers, resumes and 
job applications, as well as to help you to ace your next 
exam. The Writing and Tutoring Centers are available by 
appointment Monday through Friday but walk-ins are also 
welcome on a first-come, first-served basis during various 
times throughout the day at both centers.

3. TAC The Technology Assistance Center
 (TAC) is the place to go on campus when technical diffi-
culties arise. TAC is located in room 108 in the University 
Center. The workers at TAC are experienced in information 
technology and can help troubleshoot your devices when 
something goes wrong. You can also contact TAC through 
chat, phone and email.

4. Birkam Health Center 
 With cold and flu season on the horizon, Birkam Health 
Center will come in handy. Birkam provides a variety of 
health care services to treat illness and injury in non-emer-
gency situations. Doctors at Birkam can prescribe med-
ications and accept a variety of insurances. Birkam is 
available by appointment and is located on Campus Drive 
near Johnson Hall.

5. Counseling Center 
 In connection to Birkam, the Counseling Center of-
fers help to students struggling mentally or emotionally 
during their time at Ferris. Students can converse with 
experienced counselors about a variety of problems they 
are having. If you are interested, visit the second floor of 

Birkam Health Center to fill out paperwork and schedule 
an appointment. 

6. Disabilities Services 
 Ferris students with documented disabilities are eligi-
ble for Disabilities Services. These services aim to help 
make the semester go as smoothly as possible for stu-
dents with physical and mental disabilities by providing 
educational accommodations. The office for Educational 
Counseling and Disabilities Services is in room 313 in 
the Starr Building.

7. Department of Public Safety 
 The Department of Public Safety (DPS) is available to 
students to ensure their protection on campus. Located 
in Cramer Circle, next to Cramer Hall, DPS is the place to 
make reports of suspicious or illegal activities on cam-
pus. DPS is also the place to go to obtain a parking pass 
or visitor pass, as well as paying parking tickets.

8. Tot’s Place 
 For students with children, childcare is essential during 
class hours. Tot’s Place, an early learning center at Ferris, 
is a place for students to send their kids while they are in 
class. Located in room 102 of Bishop Hall, Tot’s Place is 
staffed with highly-qualified childhood educators, and is 
available for children aging from one month to 12 years. 
In addition, Tot’s Place provides reduced rates for Ferris 
students. 

Megan Lewton

Torch Reporter

Follow us on twitter @fsutorch for live updates on the game!

Can’t COME to a Ferris SPortING event?
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED
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 Building projects continue to shake up 
Ferris as the new North Hall is completed 
for freshmen moving in this fall semester.
 Construction of the newly built 125,000 
square foot residence hall began in sum-
mer 2016 with Granger Construction pick-
ing up the project to provide more modern 
housing options for freshmen on campus.   
 Ferris Vice President of Administration 
and Finance Jerry Scoby is proud of the 
student involvement present throughout 
this process.
 “When we were working with the archi-
tects on the interior designs, we asked for 
multiple sets of color and texture combi-
nations, and then asked some of the stu-
dents who were on campus at that time 
to join our university planning team for a 

conversation with the architects,” Scoby 
said. “This student input was instrumen-
tal in the decision making process.”
 The cost of the new residence hall is 
budgeted at no more than $28.15 million. 
This price reflects innovative updates, 
with North Hall boasting a fitness room, 
five lounges and was built with a “living 
learning component” in mind. Unlike tra-
ditional residence hall designs, students 
can have some of their classes in the hall 
they are living in.  Enrollment in these 
courses will not be limited to North Hall 
residents.
 “We’re really excited to [see] what the 
new hall does to traffic. The University 
Center is already really active all the time, 
but we feel like it will only continue to drive 
people to what is going on [on] campus 
and get them connected to the institution 
and to each other early on,” Dean of Stu-
dent Life Joy Pufhal said. “It’s new and 

beautiful. It is really what students are 
looking for. The opening of this building 
is just another great start to a new year.”
 The North Residence Hall is located 
near student support services such as 

the FLITE Library, University Center and 
the Quad Café. These spaces are central 
hangouts for students, and encourage 
them to interact with the benefits made 
available to them on campus. 

Marley Tucker

Torch Reporter

New year, new hall, new students
North Hall to open for Freshman this fall

Budget: $28.15 million

Capacity: 402 students

Includes: 200 bedrooms, 

100 bathrooms, single units 

for Resident Assistants and 

the Hall Director

Additional Amenities: 

classrooms, mail room, 

game room, study areas and 

lobbies 

NORTH HALL INFORMATION

Photo by: Keith Salowich | Web Supervisor
North Hall is ready for business, boasting 200 bedrooms, five lounges and a fitness facility, as well as classrooms. contributing to the “living and leanring” feel. 

TUNE IN 
to our 
weekly 
podcast 
with 
Travis 
Sacher
The Torchcast can 
be found on our 
website, Facebook 
page and YouTube 
channel

Fabulous Finds
Resale Shoppe All proceeds go to WISE (Women’s Information Services) 

Serving Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Survivors  
of Mecosta, Osceola & Newaygo Counties

231-796-5840
103 S. Michigan • Big Rapids

On the corner of Michigan and Maple
Tues. - Fri. 9:30 - 5:30 • Sat. 10 - 5

Has Mens, Womens,  
Childrens Clothing,  

Housewares, 
Linens

Fabulous Finds...

Save 10% 
with student ID

Everyday!

25% OFF 
Entire

Purchase
Must present coupon at  
time of purchase. Other 

coupons and discounts not 
eligible with this offer.

C O U P O N
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LIFESTYLES “I think it would be wise to tell a younger version of myself is that it 
is okay to tell people no,” - Wayne Bersano See below for story

Getting involved
Clubs and organizations at Ferris

 The start of a new school year is always 
a mix of emotion between excitement and 
nervousness. The start of a new school 
year in college can heighten these feel-
ings even more. Between trying to balance 
a full-time course load, navigating campus 
and brand-new roommates you may or 
may not know, it always seems like there’s 
a lot going on, and it may feel like there 
is no opportunity to meet new people and 
make new friends. But don’t be discour-
aged, here at Ferris, there are plenty of op-
portunities through student organizations. 
 Ferris has over 100 different organiza-
tions that students can join. Between pro-
fessional, intramural and Greek, there is 
something of interest for everyone. Join-
ing a club or Registered Student Organi-
zation (RSO) is a great chance to meet 
fellow students and network with people 
for your chosen degree or career path. 
From the Center for Leadership, Activities 
and Career Services (CLACS) website, it is 

clear that FSU is passionate about getting 
its students to branch out and join these 
clubs.
 Ashley Lagrow, a senior in the English 
Education major, has been a part of the 
English Society and the History Club. 
 “I wasn’t really sure what to expect when 
I joined my RSO’s, but both groups for me 
ended up being really fun,” Lagrow said. 
“You’re basically surrounding yourself with 
like-minded people, so there is really con-
structive conversation every week, great 
ideas being discussed, not to mention it’s 
a helpful place to network.” 
 For me, joining the National Organization 
for Women RSO was about expanding my 
passions outside of my degree- I stayed 
in the RSO for the wonderful people that 
I met. I got to meet and learn from a vari-
ety of men and women, all from different 
backgrounds, that were passionate about 
the same issues, participate in donation 
drives for women’s shelters and be a part 
of something bigger than myself. This 
made my first year at Ferris so memorable 
and important to me. 
 So be sure to visit ferris.orgsync.com 
and find your organization, your friends 
and your passions!

Rachel Lowing
Torch Reporter

 Every year, Ferris State and its school 
veterans welcome new faces to campus.
 During freshman year, a student faces 
many challenges, such as what classes to 
take, where the best food is and what they 
should experience while at Ferris. Luckily, 
wisdom surrounds them all.
 Ferris first-year pharmacy student Kay-
lie Cole’s freshman year was a year she’ll 
never forget.
 “I was very nervous and scared to live 

away from home and be away from my 
friends and family,” Cole said. “I didn’t 
know anyone at Ferris when I first arrived.”
 Being 25 and in her fourth year at Ferris, 
Cole went from feeling alone in her dorm 
to discovering that the key to finding her 
social footing was to get involved with all 
that Ferris has to offer.
 “Football games are a good place to 
start,” Cole said. “Also, if you live in the 
dorms, go down to the lobby and find 
someone to play a board game with or 
just start introducing yourself to the res-
idents.”
 Ferris hospitality management alumnus 

Wayne Bersano is another Ferris survivor 
who believes in branching out into the Bull-
dog community.
 “I would suggest joining two RSOs: 
one that you enjoy for social purposes 
because it is a hobby of yours or a topic 
of interest, and then also joining a profes-
sional RSO related to your major,” Bersano 
said. “Putting yourself in situations where 
you will meet with people in group settings 
will really help create new relationships.”
 Though Bersano now works and lives in 
Cleveland, he will never forget his time at 
Ferris, as well as the lessons he learned.
 If he could do his freshman year over 

again, Bersano would give himself one 
piece of advice:
 “I am a person who will jump up at a 
new task at the blink of an eye,” Bersano 
said. “Therefore, one thing I think it would 
be wise to tell a younger version of myself 
is that it is okay to tell people no. I think 
it is extremely important to be involved to 
develop yourself socially and professional-
ly, just don’t get burned out doing it.”

If they could do it all over...
An upperclassman’s guide for Ferris State freshman

Alicia Jaimes

Torch Reporter

Sign up here!

Graphic by:  Jordan Lodge | Production Manager

Alicia Jaimes | Lifestyles Editor | jaimesa@ferris.edu

Brianna Hammontree

Torch Reporter

 The first year at Ferris State often brings times of 
stress, adventure and new experiences on the campus 
grounds. 
 However, students can also travel off campus to expe-
rience events, activities and local hang-outs in the Big 
Rapids community.
 “During my first year, I went to a dance thing– I forget 
what it was called– but that was pretty fun. It wasn’t on 
campus but it was actually at a hotel. They played live 
music and people were dancing,” Oliver Wissman, a soph-
omore in hospitality management with a concentration in 
lodging said. “I also walked around downtown a lot. Big 

Rapids has a movie theater and a pretty nice frozen yo-
gurt place called Toppings.”
 Toppings is a self-serve frozen yogurt shop located at 
321 N Michigan Avenue in the downtown area. Students 
and local residents enjoy the quirky yet simple atmo-
sphere Toppings creates, along with the variety of flavors 
offered.
 Another popular location is the Gypsy Nickel Lounge, 
a restaurant located on the north end of town, right next 
to the Muskegon River. In addition to serving alcohol, the 
restaurant offers a good time and good food for college 
students.
 “You can do karaoke at the Gypsy and it has amazing 
food,” Television Digital Media Production (TDMP) sopho-
more Izzy Ledesma said.
 College bar Star Shooters is also a popular location 

for Ferris students to attend and it is open from 4 p.m. 
to 2 a.m. Students interested in unwinding with drinks 
with friends or even just dancing will enjoy this downtown 
attraction.
 The Gate, the local bowling alley in Big Rapids, also 
offers students a chance to unwind.
Previous events held at The Gate have included bar 
nights, a Halloween costume contest and college night 
specials that offer students certain deals such as cheap-
er games, rentals and drinks.
 Ferris students can also visit the Big Rapids cinema, a 
small theater located downtown on Michigan Avenue that 
showcases new films.
 Big Rapids also offers Ferris students the Pocket Park 
Benefit Concerts, an annual event put on in Big Rapids 

Life in BR Things to do and 
places to explore

See Big Rapids on page 10
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Things to do and 
places to explore

LOOK FOR THE NEW SHUTTLE THAT RUNS 
EVERY 5 MINUTES BETWEEN THE UC AND 
THE ROCK FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE.

THE ROCK CAFE IS 
NOW SERVING 

1.  PIZZA + FOUNTAIN BEVERAGE
2.  SANDWICH + CHIP + FOUNTAIN BEVERAGE
3.  SALAD + FOUNTAIN BEVERAGE
4.  TWO BREAKFAST SANDWICHES+ FOUNTAIN BEVERAGE

@FERRISHOUSING
@FERRISDINING

Final Logo Family

HACK
NACK

MEAL
X-CHANGE

UC/ROCK SHUTTLE

MONDAY–FRIDAY

MONDAY–SUNDAY

USE A MEAL SWIPE

LIVE
IN THE
APARTMENTS

USE YOUR
BULLDOG
BUCKS AT:

HISPANIC  
CUISINE

TO GO!
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Surviving 
the halls

 Two big fears for many stu-
dents starting college are living 
in a dorm room and living on 
their own for the first time.  
 Living in a dorm room can be 
intimidating because many peo-
ple have never met their room-
mates before.  A dorm room as 
small as the ones at Ferris can 
even get claustrophobic at times.  
But have no fear, because below 
are some tips to help even the 
most nervous student survive 
their first year in the dorms.  
 The first tip to surviving dorm 
life is that every student needs 
to do their best to get along with 
their roommate.
 Resident Advisor (RA) of two 
years and dorm dweller of four 
years Ben Letherer advised new 
roommates to: “Find something 
to bond over. Whether it’s watch-
ing a TV show, eating, or studying 
together, finding something you 
both like is important.” 
 The next tip is to relax, regard-
ing before move-in day and when 
at school.
 Patrick Butler, who lived in 
the dorms for the first time last 
year, says that the best advice 
he received was: “that there is 
nothing to worry about.” Many 
parents wouldn’t let their pre-
cious little angel go to college if 
they thought they couldn’t handle 
living alone without messing up 
their life too badly. 

Butler was also asked what his 
biggest fear was before moving 
into the dorms. 
 “Well in my opinion, theft was 
at the top of my list of concerns,” 
Butler said. “All of the students 
are so close to one another and 
everyone is a complete strang-
er so there was little trust, es-
pecially at the start.” To lighten 
that worry, the recommendation 
here is to refer back to the first 
tip and become close with one’s 
roommate. 
 Another piece of advice from 
Butler is to “go out and meet 
people.” 
 It is fun to go out and meet 
people in college.  Parents will 
not be there to judge who you be-
come friends with.  If a student 
needs a conversation starter, 
one tip is to ask a student how 
they plan to organize their lives 
for the semester.
 Speaking of organization, ev-
ery student needs to have a plan 
to stay organized. 
 Austin Fisher, an RA of two 
years, who has lived in the 
dorms for three years said: “My 
biggest worry would be that I 
wasn’t going to be able to focus 
on school and not be able to stay 
organized.” Fisher suggested 
that getting a good calendar and 
writing down everything in a note-
book for classes is a good way to 
start getting organized.  
 An RA is always a good per-
son to turn to if these tips are 
not helping aid in the survival of 
dorm life. There is a reason that 
these people have their jobs and 
run the dorms, so seek out their 
wisdom in times of need. 

How to get the most out 
of your dorm experience

Kat Merby
Torch Reporter

during the summer, until the end of September. 
 Each Friday, Pocket Park will showcase bands ranging from rock to 
country for free. Such bands expected to play are City Sun, an alterna-
tive rock group and White Elephant Records Presents, a rock group.
 The event will end September 22 and goes from 10 a.m. until 2 
p.m. on Fridays, located between The Raven and Chemical Bank on 
Michigan Avenue. 

Big Rapids
Continued from page 8

The police never 
think it’s as funny 

as you do.
Free initial consultations for FSU Students

www.samuelslawoffice.com
231-796-8858
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Eisler Says:

T i r e  Fire Satirical insert laced with absurdity, hyperbole and going way too far

Pull out this section for the hardest-hitting fake news ever put to print

Witchita Williams
Holy Diver

 Tiki torches burned with the 
hatred of more than a hundred 
white supremacist protestors who 
voiced their displeasure with the 
moon’s attempts at “blacking out 
the sun.”
 On Monday, Aug. 21, a local 
Big Rapids hate group gathered in 
front of Ferris’ Rawlinson Obser-
vatory in protest of the total solar 
eclipse.
 “We figure that this whole 
eclipse thing is just a setup by 

them sumbitch liberals to destroy 
our way of life,” Big Rapids racist 
Georgia McPatherly said. “What 
people don’t understand about 
white people is that God picked 
us to be better than everyone 
else.”
 A total solar eclipse occurs 
when the moon passes between 
the Earth and our view of the sun. 
The last time this type of eclipse 
was visible from the United States 
was in 1979, but eclipses have 
regularly taken place throughout 
human history without the input 
of man- liberal or otherwise. 

 The protestors raged on for 
hours into the night with chants 
ranging from, “Goodnight For-
ever Moon” to “Obama is an evil 
reptilian terrorist who created 
the moon and hates America also 
Dale Earnhardt Jr. is the greatest 
NASCAR driver of all time.”
 “We’re disgusted that the moon 
would try to taint something as 
beautiful and pure as our white 
sun by blacking it out,” McPather-
ly said. “What’s next? Is the liberal 
snowflake moon going to try 
painting the White House black?”
 The public still awaits response 
from President Donald Trump 
on whether or not action will be 
taken against the moon, though 
his Twitter feed is being watched 
closely for the Oval Office’s offi-
cial stance on the matter.

White supremacists protest 
total solar eclipse

Protesting hate group blames moon, 
Obama for attempting to destroy their 

racist vision for America

“Eisler? I hardly know 
her!”
*Giggles uncontrollably*
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Gob
Bartender 

 With talks of North Korea’s nuclear weapons program escalating, Ferris 
students are left wondering about the most effective means of dealing with a nu-
clear blast and the ensuing fallout. Read on below to hear advice from the Tire 
Fire’s top researchers.

7

1. Run willingly into the loving embrace of 
instant death
 Doesn’t getting vaporized sound way 
better than having the skin melt off your face 
as you creep towards a slow, painful death 
due to radiation exposure? Or starvation? 
Or falling victim to cannibalism as viable 
resources dwindle?

2. Take cover under the nearest copy of the 
Tire Fire
 We’ve done our readers a service by print-
ing all our issues with lead-based ink. Those 
liberals out in California may denounce 
regular lead exposure as dangerous, but 
that hippie rag The San Francisco Chronicle 
won’t do a damn thing to protect against 
radiation. So you’re welcome.

3. Reject your hedonistic western values 
and accept the blessing that is your Su-
preme Leader
 North Korea is lovely this time of year and 
the most oppressive, isolating government 
on the planet will surely welcome any turn-
coats with open arms.

4. Befriend the mole people and adapt to 
life underground
 Ferris’ student body is wonderfully di-
verse, evidenced by the fact that 12 percent 
of students are actually blind, subterranean 
mole people. Keep your eyes peeled during 
your next lecture for any fellow students 
bumping into walls and eating worms. If you 
can get in tight enough to stay underground 
with them, you’ll be safe but they’re like, 
super clique-y.

5. Move out to the sticks
 Big Rapids is unquestionably a booming 
metropolis, so it makes sense that Ferris 
State University would be near the top of 
a list of targets for North Korean missiles. 
Students would be way better off bugging out 
into a more rural area like... Evart? Maybe?

6. A misleading, ultimately disappointing 
entry
 Ugh. Every online listicle has one of these. 
Y’know, the one entry that’s teased in the 
sub-headline that you have to click through, 
like, 45 slideshow pictures to reach? It’s al-
ways a letdown and not at all worth the time 
investment. Can we please all stop clicking 
on listicles so they can die off? I mean, you 
guys are so worried about nuclear warfare, 
but you don’t see that the apocalypse has 
already arrived. Listicles are killing us all.

7. Hope that you develop super powers
 Bruce Banner can become the Hulk 
thanks to gamma radiation, right? May-
be you’ll get lucky too when your body is 
blasted with a healthy dose of lethal radia-
tion. Superhero movies are big business right 
now, so start dreaming up a cool name and 
costume design. Something like, “Glowing 
Skeleton Corpse Man” has a nice ring to it.

No. 6 will SHOCK you!
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Ask WoodbridgeDeath of the
Horror-scopes Submit questions to 

fsutirefire@gmail.com 
for a chance to see 

Woodbridge N. Ferris 
give you personalized 

advice

 “Over summer break my parents got a new 
puppy and he’s just the cutest thing on the plan-
et. Of course, the timing is terrible because now 
I have to leave home to go back to school, where 
I’m not allowed to keep a dog as part of my apart-
ment’s lease agreement. I miss my dog so much. 
What can I do?”
            - Dogless Debra

 Kill the human competition and keep the 
dog. This may sound like an extreme response 
to your problem, but hear me out. 
 Dogs are hardwired to belong to a pack. That 
pack is led by an alpha male and female. Right 
now, your parents are top dogs in the pack in the 
puppy’s eyes so they’ve earned his loyalty, love 
and respect. You’re nothing to him and you’ll 
never be anything to him unless you overthrow 
your parents. 
 So I repeat: kill your parents, take the dog and 
take no shit from your landlord about a no pet 
policy. You’ve already got blood on your hands. 
That homicidal glint in your eye will command 
obedience from any who attempt to stand in the 
way of your puppy cuddles. 
                              - Woodbridge

 “I’ve been an honor student all my life and 
breezed right through high school without even 
trying. Still, all I hear about is how college classes 
are so much harder and it’s making me really ner-
vous. I’ve become so used to bringing in A’s with 
minimal effort that I’m not sure I’ll even know 
how to study. What can I do to make sure I’m 
ready for a college curriculum? I’m willing to do 
anything except read, do homework or visit my 
professors’ office hours. Because who has time for 
that?”
             - Pete in Puterbaugh

 College isn’t that much tougher than high 
school as long as you keep the following point-
ers in mind:
 1. Get some Adderall.
 2. Lower your expectations.
 3. Become the type of friend that your 
  classmates will allow to cheat off 
  their exams and homework.
 4. Seduce your professors.
 5. Cry a lot.                            
               - Woodbridge

 “I was just wondering why you so enjoy offer-
ing sarcastic advice to struggling students. Also, 
how is it even possible, given the fact that you 
died in 1928?”
              - Woodbridge Ferris

 This may be a bit too meta. I’m not sure 
the readers will appreciate the breaking of the 
fourth wall here. Consider revising.   
                                - Woodbridge

Journey to nowhere
Missing freshman found 

locked in North Hall study 
room after extensive search

Tallulah Grace
Race Horse

 Extensive searches 
across campus ensued 
after a freshman student 
went missing from his 
dorm after move-in day. 
Missing Ferris histo-
ry freshman Derrick 
Overland went missing 
after his parents depart-
ed from Big Rapids early 
Thursday afternoon. 
“I wasn’t that concerned 
but, you know, we were 
planning to go to Cul-
ver’s after we unpacked. 
You don’t just dangle 
food in front of a guy 
and then bail on plans,” 

said Ferris freshman 
biology roommate 
Benjamin Galloway. “I 
didn’t look for him until 
someone noticed that he 
left his stuff outside of 
our room.” 
A search party fanned 
out across campus 
comprising of students, 
faculty and local law 
enforcement. It turns out 
that they didn’t have to 
look far. Overland was 
found locked in a study 
room in North Hall after 
a timely search, staring 
at a wall while listening 
to Gregorian monks 
chanting on his laptop. 
Fifteen Red Bull cans 

littered the room, ev-
ident by Overland’s 
countenance when he 
was discovered.
“I kind of freaked out 
after looking at my 
class schedule. I’ve been 
downing caffeine all 
day to stave off sleep, 
so as you can imagine, 
I’ve been really wired. 
I thought the carpet 
design was moving a few 
hours ago,” Overland 
said. “I stared into the 
academic abyss of my fu-
ture failures and it stared 
back.”
Overland was taken 
to the Birkham Health 
Center, as he was suffer-
ing mild caffeine intoxi-
cation. He is expected to 
make a full recovery in 
time for the start of fall 
classes.

Marco Swordtooth
Tire Fire Editor

 All sort of OK things must come to 
an end.
 This space of the Tire Fire would 
typically house the latest rendition of 
the monthly “Horror-scopes.” Not this 
month.
 When I hear from readers, the 
“Horror-scopes” are oftentimes iden-
tified as a favorite element of these 
four satirical pages. That’s what makes 
them tough to kill off. 
 For the longest time, I thought 
that if it wasn’t broke, why fix it? Yet 
after two years of putting together 12 
uniquely terrible horoscopes every 
month I’m just burned out. 
 I feel like The Baha Men. Was “Who 
Let the Dogs Out” fun while it lasted? 
Sure. But did you know that the one-
hit wonder Baha Men are STILL tour-
ing in 2017? Don’t think about it for 
too long, it’s too upsetting to consider. 
 Someone should have done those 
loose dogs a favor and sent them the 
way of Old Yeller years ago. Which is 
exactly what I’m doing with the “Hor-
ror-scopes.”

 I’ll kill them off while they’re on 
top, or more accurately, before they 
devolve into complete horseshit.
 Perhaps you’ll someday see a few 
zombified astrological predictions rise 
from the dead should the mood strike 
the Tire Fire staff, but “Horror-scopes” 
as a monthly staple are no more. 
 Lo, who would I be to deny the 
readers one last look into their future; 
one last chance to be granted extra-
sensory information relevant to their 
individual lives from the very heavens 
above?
 Come closer, dear reader, for it’s 
becoming hard to speak from the 
“Horror-scopes” death bed. Allow me 
to impart wisdom from the stars.
 You, like this monthly column and 
the very constellations that astrologists 
base their predictions upon, are going 
to die. 
 Hopefully not soon, but who 
knows? And from a grander stand-
point, who cares? Your friends and 
family will, but the universe doesn’t 
give a shit about your lives or your 
problems. Hence, the reason horo-
scopes had to be satirized in the first 
place. Happy future.

No. 6 will SHOCK you!



Au g .  2 9 ,  2 0 1 7 Volu m e  3  -  Is su e  1fsutorc h . c om / ti re - f i re

Breaking in the new pad
Incoming freshman couple excited to christen new dorm room on 

surfaces already sullied by hundreds of others

Silly Billy
Door-to-Door Door Salesman
 
 Two Ferris lovers are taking full ad-
vantage of the new sexual liberties college 
affords them on surfaces already stained by 
the same pursuits of countless other stu-
dents.
 Incoming Ferris freshmen Brett Udallis 
and Trina Willoughby have been dating 
for just over four months now and will be 
living across the hall from each other in 
Puterbaugh Hall this year
 “We’re so excited to get out from under 
our parents’ thumbs and finally be able to 
explore each other’s bodies in ways that 
you just can’t in the back of my dad’s Hon-
da Civic or that one time at Bobby Reno’s 
house party,” Uddalis said. “We’re gonna do 
sex on every surface of that dorm room.”
 What Uddalis doesn’t realize is that he’s 
far from the first occupant to strive for this 
same goal.
 Puterbaugh Hall resident adviser Bran-
don Holijanski has seen his fair share 
of atrocities in the dorms, most notably 
to him the continued usage of the word 
“Dorm,” despite the Ferris’ Housing De-
partment’s contempt for the word. Still, 
nothing stacks up to the horrors uncovered 
by a blacklight scan of the couple’s new 
room.
 “Bodily fluid stains like sweat, saliva or 
semen—even when dried after years of ne-

glect and a lack of adequate cleaning—can 
fluoresce under blacklight. It’s how inves-
tigators can turn up evidence at a crime 
scene or how officers can tell who’s been 
whacking it in the squad cars on stakeouts,” 
Ferris criminal justice professor Brock 
Clementine said. 
 The scan of the room revealed a per-
fectly clean, unstained living space to the 
inexperienced eye. However, upon further 
inspection, it was found that there was a 
uniform layer of lust stains covering all 

surfaces on the room and no spot had gone 
untarnished. 
 “I haven’t seen this much spilled baby 
gravy since this past summer’s soccer camp 
for thirteen-year-old boys in Merill/Tra-
vis Hall. It was an absolute white out. No 
wonder they’re shutting down that place,” 
Holijanski said. 
 At press time, the couple was overheard 
discussing exciting new sex positions they’d 
like to try in the dorm beyond their typical 
“missionary” and “hand stuff ” standbys.

The Tire Fire has been 
found to both cause and 

cure brain tumors, so you’re 
really chancing a 50/50 bet 

by picking this thing up. 
Best of luck! And make 

sure to pick up your copy 
of the Tire Fire on the last 

Wednesday of every month!

Missing morals
Ferris freshman forgets to pack self-respect and dignity on 

move-in day, will shape college life around the mistake

Chris P. Bacon
Seasonal Hygienist

 Everyone forgets to 
pack at least one thing 
when moving back to 
campus. 
 Ferris undecided 
freshman Stephanie 
Balinko was waving a 
tearful goodbye to her 
parents as they drove 
away when her lapse in 
memory dawned on her.
 “I remembered my 
pajamas, my toothbrush 
and my favorite hair 
brush, but I just total-

ly forgot to bring my 
self-respect, dignity and 
any sense of the morals 
that I once held so dear,” 
Balinko said. 
 By the time Balinko 
called her parents to 
report the forgotten 
lifelong values they had 
spent 18 years instilling 
in her, they were already 
back on 131-South. 
 “Sure, it’d be nice if 
our little Stephie had 
remembered to bring 
her moral compass, but 
it’s not like it’s a necessi-
ty. At least she brought 

along her favorite stuffed 
animals from child-
hood,” Balinko’s mother 
Bridgette Balinko said. 
  At press time, the 
aforementioned trea-
sured stuffed animals 
were witnessing Balinko 
attempting to fill the 
hole left by her forgotten 
self-respect with hard 
liquor, hard drugs and a 
slew of one night stands 
with douchebags. 
 “Maybe I’ll remember 
to bring it back after 
Winter break,” Balinko 
said.

The two lovers lock hands during the act while a blacklight illuminates the horrors of the past.
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EXPERIENCE NEW HOMES IN BIG RAPIDS!
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SPORTS “You can’t be complacent because when you get complacent, other peo-
ple work harder than you and beat you out so you have to keep grinding 

and do it all again,” - Zach Hankins See below for story

 Ferris center Zach Hankins will lead a hell of a 
team onto the hardwood this season. 
 The 6-foot-10, 255-pound junior is coming off a 
stellar season where he helped the Bulldogs cap-
ture their third consecutive Great Lakes Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference (GLIAC) tournament title. 
Hankins averaged 14.6 points a game while shoot-
ing 64.8 percent from the field. He also added 10.5 
rebounds a game in his 33 games last season.
 “I want to be better. We had such a great year but 
there are still areas that we can get better, and we 
are all moving forward as a team and individually,” 
Hankins said.
 Hankins was rewarded for his efforts on the court 
when he was presented with the Male Dean Daven-
port Bulldog of the Year award. Hankins became the 
first sophomore to win the GLIAC Men’s Basketball 
Player of the Year Award while also becoming Ferris 
State’s first sophomore to earn consensus All-Amer-
ican honors. 

 Although Hankins has enjoyed his success, he 
understands that a lot of work is left to do for him 
to continue to grow as a player. 
 “You can’t be complacent because when you get 
complacent, other people work harder than you and 
beat you out so you have to keep grinding and do it 
all again,” Hankins said.
 “We’ve been playing amazing together, we’ve add-
ed a lot of transfers that are going to be huge for 
our team. We have every single weapon we could 
need,” Hankins said. “Right now, it’s just a matter of 
getting some chemistry issues out and feeling good 
together. This is the year I want to win it all.”
 Ferris State will look to continue their GLIAC 
dominance this season while also aiming for big-
ger things nationally. Ferris has yet to release the 
schedule for the 2017-18 season.

Hardwood sucess
Hankins looking forward to helping Ferris 

men’s basketball bring home a national title

 Junior forward Corey Mackin will help lead the 
charge for the Ferris State hockey team as they aim 
to bounce back from a down season.
 Mackin, a former Western Collegiate Hockey As-
sociation (WCHA) Rookie of the Year is coming off 
a 13-goal, 26-point sophomore campaign with the 
Bulldogs last year that was good for second in team 
scoring behind former Bulldog Gerald Mayhew. The 
5-foot-8, 167-pound forward is the top returning 
scorer on the team. 
 “I’m trying to stay consistent. I want to progress 
more this year, I want to grow more, get stronger 
and be a bit harder on the puck,” Mackin said. 
 Mackin will try to help solve the team’s biggest 
challenge in replacing the scoring power and leader-
ship that has moved on from the lineup as forwards 
Gerald Mayhew, Jared VanWormer and Chad McDon-
ald have graduated. Those three players combined 

scored 40 percent of the team’s goals last season. 
 “I’m just trying to bring leadership when I can, 
and on the ice, I’m just trying to do what I need to 
do to help the team succeed,” Mackin said. 
 The Philadelphia native has played in 77 games 
for the Bulldogs during his first two seasons, tally-
ing 23 goals and 51 points. Before joining Ferris, 
Mackin starred with the Coquitlam Express of the 
British Columbia Hockey League (BCHL) where he 
played in 115 games, totaling 74 goals and 154 
points. 
 The Bulldogs will look to bounce back from a me-
diocre 13-19-5 record from last year. They will open 
their season on the road Friday, Oct. 6, at Western 
Michigan before returning home to host the Bron-
cos Saturday, Oct. 7, at Ewigleben Ice Arena.

Go Mackey go!
Mackin’s plans for the upcoming season

 Junior defensive end Zach Sieler has established himself as one of 
the elite players in Division II football with Ferris State.
 6-foot-5, 286-pound Sieler is coming off a spectacular season last 
year with the Bulldogs. He accounted for 80 tackles and led the 
nation with 19.5 sacks while smashing the previous school record 
of 13 set by former teammate and current New Orleans Saint, Justin 
Zimmer, in 2015.
 Sieler is excited to build off last season but knows that there are 
still areas for him to improve.
 “I feel like I’ve had a very productive off-season,” Sieler said.” I 
worked on a lot of my weaknesses. I’m going to focus on game-to-
game and not worry about what happened last year.”
 Sieler helped Ferris State make a deep run in the playoffs last 

Dominant dawg on d-line
Defensive end Zach Sieler 
will be a big part of Ferris’ 

defensive unit this fall
Jacob Carlson

Torch Reporter

Torch File Photo
Sieler had a great season last year, accounting for 80 tackles and leading the nation with 19.5 sacks. 

Torch File Photo
Hankins received the Male Dean Davenport Bulldog of the Year award for his efforts on 
the court last season

Torch File Photo
Mackin has played in 77 games for the Bulldogs, racking up 23 goals and 51 points. 

See Sieler on page 15
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 With the return of the NFL on Thursday, Sept. 
7, comes the return of fantasy football season, 
back again to break some of our hearts while 
uplifting the few who are lucky enough to come 
out of their league as champions.
 I’m usually just happy to go .500 on the sea-
son. If I’m really lucky, I might make it to at least 
the first round of the fantasy playoffs.
Ferris State’s football season is also on the 
horizon with their first game of the year sched-
uled for Saturday, Sept. 9, on the road at Find-
lay. So, let’s pin some Bulldogs against some 
pros in the best way we can: compare their fan-
tasy points throughout the season.
 Like my predecessor before me, I’ll choose 
one quarterback, one running back, two wide 
receivers, a tight end, a defense/special teams 
and a kicker from different NFL rosters each 
week to compare them to Ferris State’s top play-
ers of the week.
 For example, I may choose quarterback Jay 
Cutler of the Miami Dolphins to go up against 
Bulldog quarterback Reggie Bell in week one. 
Whichever athlete scores more fantasy points 
that week will be helping their team reach a 
score higher than their opponent’s combined 
score.
 In the past, the Bulldog athletes have taken 
it to the NFL players. For example, in 2015’s 

season opener, former Torch Sports Editor Mar-
shall Scheldt pinned Carolina Panther’s quar-
terback Cam Newton up against Bulldog quar-
terback Jason Vander Laan. Vander Laan took 
it to Newton in the points, gaining the Bulldog 
fantasy team 39 points to Newton’s 13 fantasy 
points for Scheldt’s team of the week.
 With the 2017 season finally here, we’ll see if 
I am able to whip up fantasy teams well enough 
to beat the Bulldogs. It’s not going to be an easy 
task, as the Ferris State football program has 
been pegged as the number two team in the 
nation, according to preseason standings, but 
we’ll give it the old college try.
 After I have used one professional player in 
my lineup, that player will be excluded from be-
ing on the fantasy roster again.
 Stay tuned to see if this is the year that I fi-
nally create a fantasy team or two that can win. 
May the odds be ever in my favor.

Ferris Fantasy 

Football

 Like soldiers making their last stand, Ferris senior ath-
letes will take their final shot at bringing a championship 
back to their school in the 2017-18 season.
 From the time they became Bulldogs around three 
years ago, the senior athletes have been a part of the 
Bulldog athletics family that continues to produce exciting 
seasons for fans. The undefeated football seasons, the 
deep runs in the hockey playoff picture and the numerous 
volleyball championships are just a few examples of great 
things these seniors have seen.
 Senior right-side hitter for FSU volleyball Hannah Guy 
talked about her time on the court, as well as what she 
expects for her final year.
 “It hasn’t truly hit me yet that it’s my last year but it’s 
very bittersweet,” Guy said. “I’m excited to get into my 
career, but not being around my teammates and the sport 
I love is going to be something I will really miss. As for 
what I’m looking forward to is to help lead the team fur-
ther than we have ever gone.”
 Guy said the thing she would miss the most are her 
teammates because they have become her best friends 
and are the closest thing she has to family away from 
home. As a nursing major, Guy hopes to gain a position 
on a hospital delivery floor once she graduates.
 Bulldog hockey has a reputation for being one of Big 
Rapids’ main attractions, and senior forward Andrew Dor-
antes wants to make sure that reputation stays for at 
least another year.
 “It feels like yesterday we were coming in for two-a-days 
as freshmen and now it’s our last go around,” Dorantes 
said. “I’m excited to get the season started, we have a 
great group of returning guys and I’m most looking for-
ward to accomplishing something special with this group.”
 Dorantes favorite memory as a Dawg was winning the 
WCHA Championship at Van Andel Arena in Grand Rapids 
before making it to the Elite 8 in the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) Tournament. Once Dorantes’ 
time on the ice runs out, the finance major hopes to see 
where his hockey career takes him or begin a career in 
financial services.

 Senior forward Rachel McInerney led the Bulldog wom-
en’s basketball program in points per game and minutes 
played as a junior last year. After a rough 2016-17 sea-
son, McInerney has high hopes for the Dawgs this year.
 “It’s crazy that I’m a senior already. It feels like I just 
arrived on campus as a freshman yesterday,” McInerney 
said. “I’m so excited for this season, more excited than 
I’ve been for any other season, because of all of the po-
tential we have.”
 The program graduated only one senior last year, cre-
ating a familiar environment that elementary education 
major McInerney feels will create a special atmosphere 
for the team in her final year.
 “Part of me is sad that this is my last year but for the 

most part, I’m just so excited for what’s to come this year 
for our program,” McInerney said.
 After college athletics are all said and done, you are 
left with unforgettable memories that Bulldog fans and 
athletes alike will be able to keep.
 “I’ve met some of the best people here, a lot of whom 
have become my best friends,” McInerney said. “When 
they say, ’17 sports, one team,’ they aren’t kidding, be-
cause it really is one big family.”
 Whether a Bulldog senior athlete graduates to become 
a nurse, professional athlete, financial advisor, or even an 
elementary school teacher, they will always remain one 
thing: a Bulldog.

Beau Jensen

Torch Reporter

Leaving your pawprint
Bulldog senior athletes 
reflect on the past while 
looking toward the future

Torch File Photo
Senior forward Rachel McInerney led the Bulldog’s in points per game and minutes played last season, and she is ready to continue that streak.

Beau Jensen
Torch Reporter

Ferris State University does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion or creed, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, marital status, veteran or 
military status, height, weight, protected disability, genetic 
information, or any other characteristic protected by applicable 
State or federal laws or regulations in education, employment, 
housing, public services, or other University operations, 
including, but not limited to, admissions, programs, activities, 
hiring, promotion, discharge, compensation, fringe benefits, 
job training, classification, referral, or retention. Retaliation 
against any person making a charge, filing a legitimate 
complaint, testifying, or participating in any discrimination 
investigation or proceeding is prohibited.

Students with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation 
may contact Educational Counseling & Disabilities Services at 
(231) 591-3057 in Big Rapids, or the Director of Counseling, 
Disability & Tutoring Services for Kendall College of Art and 
Design at (616) 451-2787 ext. 1136 in Grand Rapids. 
Employees and other members of the University community 
with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may 
contact the Human Resources Department, 420 Oak St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or call (231) 591-2150.

Inquiries or complaints of discrimination may be addressed to 
the Director of Equal Opportunity, 120 East Cedar St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or by telephone at (231) 591-2152; or Title 
IX Coordinator, 805 Campus Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307, or by 
telephone at (231) 591-2088. On the KCAD Grand Rapids 
campus, contact the Title IX Deputy Coordinator, 17 Fountain 
St., Grand Rapids, MI 49503, (616) 451-2787 ext. 1113.



 The Ferris Athletic Department appointed Harri-
son Watt as the new Communications Associate 
over the summer.
 After serving as the interim voice of Bulldog 
hockey last year, Watt’s desire to stay within the 
program led him to apply for a more permanent 
position. The only thing standing in his way was a 
pool of over 70 additional applicants.
 “There really was a great pool of candidates,” 
Watt said. “This job encompasses a lot, so the 
way my abilities improved in non-broadcast areas 
of the job over the past year was a big help.”
In addition to the vast improvement of Watt’s 
broadcasting abilities, his familiarity with Ferris 
athletics gave him an edge heading into the appli-
cation process.
 Not only did Watt serve as the interim voice of 
hockey last year, but he had been working around 
Ferris athletics for almost his entire time as a stu-
dent. Whether it was handling social media and 
visual production for the athletics program or even 
working for The Torch as a Sports editor turned ed-
itor-in-chief, Watt seemed to be a natural fit within 
the athletic system.
 “The interim year was a great test run for me,” 
Watt said. “But I’m ready to show I’m capable of 
producing far more than I did last year. I work hard 
and I love being here.”
 In his new role with the Bulldogs, Watt will con-

tinue to be the play-by-play broadcaster, but a 
whole new world awaits him as he will be asked to 
work with all 17 of Ferris’ sports programs. 
 While he may be spending quite a bit of time 
behind the scenes this coming year, Bulldog fans 
can expect to see Watt sitting in that broadcast 
box come October.
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Sports Shorts
By Danny Collins, Torch Reporter

Skating towards success 
 The Ferris State hockey team has been very busy this summer 
serving the community and training for another competitive season. 
 Over break, the Bulldogs focused on conditioning anwd gaining 
their strength back after last year’s 13-19-5 finish. With the workout 
regimen consisting of weight and resistance training with on-ice work-
outs mixed in, the Bulldogs are preparing for a quick start when their 
skates touch fresh ice this fall. 
 The hockey team also supported the Big Rapids youth, hosting 
a hockey camp for kids ages six to 12. The three week camp ran 
throughout June and saw plenty of kids get the chance to experience 
college hockey while also improving skills on and off the ice. 
 The Ferris State hockey team started their pre-season training on 
Monday, Aug. 7, in preparation for their season opener at Western 
Michigan on Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:05 p.m.  

Ferris soccer embraces the summer grind 
 The Ferris women’s soccer program is looking to make a statement 
in the GLIAC this season and it all started with their summer training.
 The team has been lifting between three and four times a week, 
with long runs and sprint workouts before and after lifting. The Bull-
dogs have also worked on ball skills and scrimmages as often as 
possible during the summer months to create team chemistry with 
the 14 freshmen added this year.
 “I think we will be strong this year,” said senior midfielder Rachel 
Fouts. “I’m very excited to see how we work as a team and to see 
how everything comes together this year.” 
 Ferris State soccer supported the community during the summer 
as well. The team had two camps that they put on during the summer, 
encouraging younger girls to enjoy the game and refining the skills of 
older participants.  
 The team started their pre-season camp on Monday, Aug. 16, 
in preparation for their season opener in Tennessee against Car-
son-Newman University on Friday, Sept. 1, at 6 p.m.

Running towards the fall 
 The 2017- 18 Ferris men’s and women’s cross-country teams have 
trained hard and are looking to build on their success from last sea-
son. 
 Both teams have put a focus on building base mileage and staying 
consistent with their workouts. Most of the team’s workouts over 
the summer were to establish their fitness levels, hitting appropriate 
paces and getting two or three hard effort workouts in per week on 
top of regular mileage. 
 “We are a pretty young team this year,” said senior Kelly Babcock, 
a women’s cross-country runner. “But the talent and work ethic is all 
there. I think we all have our minds set on consistently competing 
well in the regular season so we show out once GLIACs and Region-
als come around.”
 The Bulldogs men and women’s teams will start official practice 
on Monday, Aug. 21, and will then be heading out to Hale for camp 
Aug. 23-26.

Ferris volleyball looks to continue recent championship culture
 The Ferris women’s volleyball team will begin the 2017 season 
listed among the nation’s top collegiate programs as the Bulldogs are 
ranked 14th in the American Volleyball Coaches Association (AVCA) 
Division II Preseason Top 25 Poll. 
 The three-time defending GLIAC champion Bulldog team has been 
very busy this summer with off-season training and giving back to 
the community. With workouts typically 5-6 times a week with high 
intensity interval training, sprint work, stairs and of course, lifting, the 
Bulldogs have huge expectations after last season’s success.
 The women’s team has been busy with their annual summer camps 
as well, running team camps, varsity and junior varsity and individual 
skill camps that went from July 7-19. These camps were a way for 
individual girls to get exposure by collegiate coaches, and for teams 
to work hand-in-hand and meet the current players at Ferris State. 
The team will start their season with a home-opener in the Ferris 
State Invitational against Missouri Western University on Friday, Sept. 
1, at 2 p.m.

 With yet another school year beginning, new-
comers to Ferris will be trying to find activities to 
fill their free time. With studying out of the ques-
tion, why not join an intramural sports team?
 Intramural sports at Ferris offers students, fac-
ulty and staff the opportunity to play organized 
sports in a recreational and competitive atmo-
sphere, learn new sports skills, bask in a social 
environment and create bonds with people at a 
reasonable cost.
Ferris offers many fall intramural sports, including 
indoor and outdoor soccer, basketball, flag foot-
ball, volleyball, broomball, ice hockey and softball. 
These seasons last about a month. 

 There are also different divisions teams can 
be organized in, including men’s, women’s, co-rec 
(men and women), sorority and fraternity. Ferris 
also offers one-day tournaments in other sports 
and activities, such as table tennis, Texas hold’em, 
chess, Euchre, bubble soccer and much more. 
To get involved, either go to the Student Recreation 
Center for information, or through IMLeagues, 
which can be accessed on the MyFSU homepage. 
IMLeagues can be used to create a team and add 
players. 
 Once a team is created, team members will 
have to pay a one-time fee of $16 at the Student 
Recreation Center.
For more information, contact the Intramural 
Sports Office at (231)-591-5304 or at recsports@
ferris.edu.

Danny Collins

Torch Reporter

Intramurals 
anyone?

Ferris intramurals are
calling you to join

Ferr
is

Graphic by:  Angela Graf | Editor-in-Chief

Brenden Samuels

Sports Editor

Watt a man
Harrison Watt lands new role with 

Ferris State Athletics

Photo by:  Kevin T. McDermott
Watt spent almost his entire time as a student working for Ferris 
athletics and has now joined the Ferris Athletic Departent as a 
full-time staff member.

year before ultimately falling to 
Northwest Missouri State in the 

national semi-finals. The run 
was the deepest yet under Head 
Coach Tony Annese and the Bull-
dogs have their eyes set on even 
bigger things.

Sieler
Continued from page 13
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OPINIONS “People are not afraid or made uncomfortable by a piece of metal shaped like 
an old white man,” - Angela Graf See below for story

Don’t hate, educateChat with the chief
Editor in Chief, Angela Graf

The Ferris State Torch is 
published on 27 Wednesdays 
throughout the academic year. 
This student-run newspaper 

is printed by The Pioneer Group.

 Student media retain the same 
rights, responsibilities, privileges 
and protections afforded by the 
First and Fourteenth Amendments 
of the U.S. Constitution and under 
applicable state laws.
 The Torch and fsutorch.com, 
the student newspaper and its 
accompanying online version 
focused on Ferris State Universi-
ty, are public forums for student 
expression. Student editors have 
the authority and responsibility 
to make all content decisions 
without censorship or advanced 
approval for both the print and 
online editions of the student 

newspapers.

OUR LOCATION
Alumni Building 013
410 Oak Street
Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307
fsutorch.com/letter-to-the-editor/

 The Ferris State Torch  
welcomes comments on topics of 
interest to the general readership. 
Letters should not exceed 300 
words in length and The Torch 
reserves the right to edit for length. 
Letters will not  be edited for 
grammar, punctuation or spelling. 
The Torch will not print letters 
deemed to be libelous or obscene. 
All letters must be signed by their 
authors and include his or her 
phone number. 
 Unsigned editorials appearing 
on this page are the opinion of The 
Torch and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the university’s 
administration, faculty or staff. 
Signed columns represent the opin-
ion of the writer. Inquiries regarding 
editorial content should be directed 
to the Editor in Chief at  
(231) 591-5978.

To advertise with the Torch, contact 
Hannah Evo at the Pioneer Group:
(231) 592-8391.
hevo@pioneergroup.com

 As a member of the press, my 
world revolves around the first 
amendment. The right to inform 
the public and more than that- 
the individual right to hold and 
defend your own opinions.
 On a personal level, I find sym-
bols of slavery and oppression 
abhorrent. They represent a dark 
time in our history. That being 
said, I do not think that means 
they should be removed from 
that history. 
 To answer your next question, 
yes, I know what books are and 

yes, I have been in many, many 
museums in my life. 
 It must be admitted though, in 
removing public symbols of this 
segregated, racist past, we may 
not be concealing it entirely but 
we are certainly shying from it. 
 People are not afraid or made 
uncomfortable by a piece of 
metal shaped like an old white 
man. They are not offended by 
a chiseled piece of stone. What 
is scary is the hatred that it rep-
resents that is still alive today; 
the images and videos that we 

see as we scroll through our 
newsfeeds. 
 So we look around and we 
blame these feelings on the tan-
gible reminders of these flawed 
institutions. Taking these statues 
down is not the answer though, 
especially when it is done in a vi-
olent and destructive way.
 Hate doesn’t come from a 
statue of Robert E. Lee, or a bust 
of Stonewall Jackson. It comes 
from people. People who honor 
racial prejudice rather than con-
demn it, and that is solved by ed-

ucation, not removing reminders 
of the problem. 
 When you’re walking through 
the park with your daughter and 
she asks who that statue is of, 
take it as an opportunity to teach 
her something and set a prece-
dent for the future. 
 Look at these reminders of 
subjugation and inequality and 
let it make you angry; let it stoke 
that flame, because that is what 
enacts change. 

- TORCH STAFF - 
Editor in Chief 

Angela Graf
(231) 591-5978

 
Production 
Manager 

Jordan Lodge 
 

Production 
Assistant 

Sarah Massey
 

News Editor 
Harley Harrison 

 
Lifestyles Editor 

Alicia Jaimes
 

Sports Editor 
Brendan Samuels

 
Opinions Editor 

- - 
 

Multimedia Editor 
Abbey Good

Web Supervisor
Keith Salowich

Office Manager 
Kaitlyn Kirchner 

Podcast Manager
Travis Sacher

 
Cartoonist 

Samuel McNeill

Visual Content
Kaitlyn Kirchner

Odette Lopez
Megell Strayhorn

Sam Cavotta 
 

Reporters
Melanie Bale

Cody Burkhard
Jacob Carlson
Danny Collins

Briana Hammontree
Beau Jensen

Megan Lewton
Grant Siddal
Marley Tucker
Rachel Lowing

Kat Merby

Interim Reporters
- - 

Managing 
Copy Editor
Jen Corrie

Copy Editors 
Rebecca Bostic
Ebony Morisette 

 
Distributor 

Travis Sacher
 

Adviser 
Steve Fox 

(231) 591-2529

Apply now! | Opinions Editor

 I’ve always considered myself to be an ani-
mal lover. I’d rather spend time with dogs and 
cats than other people. If I find a bug in my 
house, I let it outside rather than step on it. I 
spend more money on things for my pet fish 
than I do for myself.
 Despite all of this, I still eat meat. I love 
steak, chicken, milk and eggs. I was raised 
this way and I’m not sure this part of my life 
will ever change. As much as I love animals, 
I don’t think I’ll ever stop eating meat and 
animal products. It’s just the way I am.

 I know plenty of animal lovers that are the 
same way. I also know some people who took 
their devotion to a new level and became a 
vegetarian or a vegan. I give props to those 
who took up that lifestyle; it clearly takes a 
lot of dedication and willpower, and they are 
doing a great thing for the environment by not 
eating animal products.
 However, it doesn’t make those who still 
eat meat - myself included - any worse be-
cause we haven’t cut meat from our lives. 
Aside from its taste, meat has a lot of nutri-
tional value and there are so many recipes 
centered around meat. I don’t usually eat 
meat with every meal, but it is still a huge 
part of my diet. Just because I won’t give up 
meat doesn’t make me a hypocrite and it 
doesn’t make me love animals any less.
 There are so many different ways other 
than veganism to show your love and appre-

ciation for the animal kingdom. You can vol-
unteer at animal shelters. You can clean up 
beaches to keep trash out of our lakes, rivers 
and oceans. You can avoid places like Sea 
World because of their inhumane treatment 
of aquatic life. Veganism isn’t the only option 
to help animals.
 If you are a vegetarian or a vegan, I un-
derstand why you made that decision and 
completely give you my support. Likewise, I 
hope you can see where I’m coming from and 
support my decision to continue eating meat 
while showing my dedication to the environ-
ment in other ways. 
 The community of animal lovers shouldn’t 
be divided over who eats meat and who 
doesn’t. Instead, we should all work together 
to help the environment, regardless of what 
everyone has on their dinner plate.

Where’s the beef?
Don’t let your love for animals determine what you eat

Megan Lewton
Torch Reporter

Cartoon by: Samuel McNeill | Cartoonist

GOT AN OPINION?
How to submit a letter to the editor:

1. Think of a topic that you feel strongly about.

2. Write out your thoughts in a coherent and 
respectful manner.

4. Email your opinion to the editor for a chance 
to have your work published in our next issue!

3. include a headshot and some information 
about yourself (location, age, etc.).

Deadline for submissions every Friday by 5 p.m. 
Angela Graf | Editor-in-Chief | Email: grafa1@ferris.edu

Interested in becoming the new torch opinions editor?
Come in and apply today or contact our Editor-in-Chief, Angela Graf at grafa1@ferris.edu
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 It’s that time of year when 
Ferris students gather their 
highlighters, sharpen their pen-
cils and attempt to get their 
lives together.
August 28, to college students, 
is the marking of a new year. 
Giving opportunities for new 
wardrobes, hairstyles and a 
new attitude.
 I remember when I was a 
freshman. My stomach is still 
queasy just remembering the 
nerves I had when school shop-
ping for my first year at college.
 “Mom, I absolutely need a 
folder and matching notebooks 
for each class,” I told her. “And 
Post-Its in case I need to write 
notes in my textbooks, and 
don’t forget the highlighters.”
 Oh, silly me.
 You see, in high school I was 
very… lazy. I mean, of course I 
would do my assignments, but 
I was never the type of student 
to study and memorize im-
portant textbook facts weeks 
before an exam. No, I was the 
type that strongly believed in 
binge-studying. I was the type 
that planned her procrastina-
tion.
 Silly me to think that being 
one year older would make me 
20 years wiser.
 About two weeks and 100 
Post-Its later did I realize some-
thing that to this day, I still re-
gret—I’m not going to change. 
Instantly, my good ‘ole “why 
should I?” attitude kicked in.
 I regressed. I stopped high-
lighting every other sentence 
in my textbooks and I even 
stopped attending school 
events. Binge-studying and Net-
flix marathons defined my life 
and it was good. 
 Now that I am in my fourth 
year at Ferris, I finally can look 
back and see how much time I 
wasted planning on being more 
prepared and planning on being 
more social, when the truth is, 
nobody is prepared.
 Sure, you can buy all the 
right books and search Ratemy-
professor.com until you know 
about every professor on cam-
pus, but the only way to know 
how college is going to be is to 
go out and experience it.
 So join new clubs, hang out 
with your suitemates, but for 
the love of God, don’t think you 
need 10 different Post-It colors 
to get your life together.
 Nobody likes change, but if 
you fight it, you may find that 
four years has gone by and all 
you can say about your college 
experience is that you got all 
the best seats in the class-
rooms.

Alicia Jaimes
Lifestyles Editor

Dear 
freshmen

Seating 
charts aside

USED BOOK SALE
Under the tent behind the Library

2017

Fri., September 1 
9am-5:30pm

Sat., September 2 
9am-2:30pm

Proceeds benefit 
Library Programs

Friends of the Big Rapids
COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

426 S. Michigan Avenue 
Big Rapids, MI 49307
231-796-2264

H

H
H

H

HH

Download Tropical Rewards  
http://www.tropicalsmoothiecafe.com/rewards-app

840 S. State St. • Big Rapids
231-629-8707

@tscbigrapidsFollow Us:
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Big Rapids #1 Vape Shop

Ferris students receive 10% discount every day

732 Perry Ave • Big Rapids - located behind Applebee’s
Monday-Friday 10am-9pm • Saturday 11-8 • Sunday 12-5

*E-CIG OUTLET SPECIALS
 • Mod Monday - Receive 10% off all mods  
  and mod accessories
 • Two Stamps Tuesday: Double stamps for each 12 ml. 
  and/or 32 ml E-Liquid purchase 
 • Wacky Wheel Wednesday: Spend $50, spin the  
  wheel for a prize
 • Thirsty Thursday: Buy any size E-Liquid and get  
  your second one half off (of equal or lesser value)
 

Seniors and Military Members receive 10% off everyday!
***Cannot be combined with any other offers or coupons***

• Kratom now available!
• 100% organic, vegan

• Non-chemical Opioid Replacement

E-CIG OUTLET
Your Vapor Superstore

E-CIG OUTLET
Your Vapor Superstore
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NOW LEASING FOR FALL 2017 & SPRING 2018
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PET FRIENDLY

Free Wi-Fi
Free tanning
Volleyball court
On-site security
Prompt maintenance
Deferred leases available
Roommate matching
Spacious Four bedroom/Four bathroom
Private bathroom in each suite
Over 1500 sq. ft. per apartment
Individual leases per bedroom
Full kitchen and living area
In-unit washer and dryer
Quiet and smoke free apartments available
Microwave and mini-fridge in every room
Patio or balcony on every suite
Clubhouse with pool and gym

DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS

FUN PLACE TO LIVE

LEASE 
EARLY TO 
RESERVE 

YOUR 
APARTMENT 
& SUITE FOR 

2017-2018

Luxury Living for Students

APPLY ONLINE: WWW.UNIVERSITYPARKESUITES.COM

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT


