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Summer in Big Rapids?

See Summer on Page 4

Devin Anderson
Ferris State Torch

Contracting for summer 
housing is underway. Th is year, 
the Offi  ce of Housing and Resi-
dence Life is off ering an incen-
tive to stay and study that some 
students are fi nding hard to 
pass up. If enrolled in 6 cred-

its or more for this summer 
semester, Ferris is off ering a 
free stay in the residence halls.
 “If Ferris off ers students free 
housing, it’s defi nitely a better 
way to get students to stay and 
take classes,” said Pedro Rossi, 
a sophomore in game design.
 Rossi, an international student 
from Braganca Paulista, Brazil, 

thought it better to stay at Ferris 
last summer, taking English 250 
and Biology 109. He’s planning 
on staying again this summer 
and is ready to enjoy himself.
 “I’d rather stay here, improve 
my English, take a summer 
class and use this time wisely 
than go home,” said Rossi. “I 
think it’s defi nitely worth it.”

 Senior computer and networks 
systems major Ethan Wagner has 
lived in Big Rapids for his whole 
college career, and explained why 
summer here is right for him.
 “Staying here for the sum-
mer is a really great way to see 
more of Big Rapids,” said Wag-
ner. “During the year, I feel like I 
don’t have enough time to spend 

off  campus because I’m either in 
class or doing homework. During 
the summer, Big Rapids is just so 
warm and beautiful all the time.”
 Wagner also worked as 
an RA in Travis Hall dur-
ing the summer of 2012 while 
taking a literature course.
 “I think professors are more 
relaxed during the summer 

Student government candidates announced
Presidential candidates begin open campaigning for 2015-16 year
Mari Ann Loucks
Ferris State Torch

Student Government an-
nounced at the meeting on 
March 16 that Dylan Carpen-
ter and Wayne Bersano as the 
presidential candidates for 
the 2015-2016 school year. 

 Bersano is currently study-
ing abroad, his running-mate, 
Chauntel Wooten will be or-
ganizing his campaign. Candi-
dates began active campaigning 
on March 16 at midnight and 
will end April 12 at 8:00 am.
  On April 6 at 8 pm, there will 
be a presidential debate in Uni-

versity Center room 202 A be-
tween Carpenter and Bersano.
 Voting will begin at 9 pm on 
April 6 and will continue until 
April 12 at 11 pm. Voting will 
be administered through the 
Center For Leadership, Activi-
ties, and Career Services offi  ce. 
CLACS will administer the elec-

tion as an independent third par-
ty and will compile the results.
 Wooten was the Director of 
Internal Assessment but stepped 
down to join Bersano’s campaign. 
 Student Government As-
sociation President Andrew 
Kalinowski appointed Speaker 
of the Senate Chris Cipko and 

Speaker of the House Mikaela 
Mason as Directors of Inter-
nal Assessment for the election. 
 Kalinowski will cast a vote 
for any decisions that result in 
a tie between Cipko and Mason.
 Results will be announced on 
April 13 at 6 pm at the end of the 
General Assembly meeting.

See Candidates on Page 5

6 credits at Ferris State University earns students a free summer residence

Residence Halls

If enrolled in 6 or more credit hours

If working full time on-campus and 
signed a housing contract for the 
2015-2016 academic year

If enrolled in less than 6 credits or not 
working full time on-campus

Optional Meal Plan

Housing is $0 / semester

Housing is $0 / semester

Housing is $2159 / semester

is $1411 / semester
Graphic by Jordan Lodge - information from the Offi ce of Housing and Residence Life



Check Your Ferris Email. Take the Survey!

On March 16, IBIS Consulting will send an email to all Ferris

students, faculty and staff. The email will include a link to the

Diversity and Inclusion Climate Survey. The results from this 

survey will be used to create a new Diversity and Inclusion Plan.

 We need your participation. Everyone who completes the survey

 will be eligible to win prizes.

March 16 thru April 3
2015
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 Broken Screens  Quick, Friendly Service
 Laptops  Fair  Prices
 Televisions  Small  Electronics

(231) 580-8467   •   809 Maple St.
Open Mon-Sat: 10 am-6 pm

CELL PHONE REPAIR 
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Ferris State

CORRECTIONS

Were we mistaken? 
Let us know about it. 

Corrections can be submitted through email at 
torch@ferris.edu or by calling 231.591.5946

Photo By: Harrison Watt | Editor-In-Chief

Dylan Carpenter (Center) is one of the two candidates for Student Government President.

Are you included?
Measuring diversity and inclusion on campus

Megan Smith
Ferris State Torch

 Th e Diversity and Inclu-
sion Offi  ce is working on 
an audit to measure diver-
sity and inclusion on campus. 
Th ey have teamed up with 
IBIS Consulting to create a 
Diversity and Inclusion Cli-
mate Survey that all students, 
faculty and staff  on cam-
pus are invited to complete.
 “IBIS gave [the survey] to 
us and we tweaked it,” said 
Patty Terryn, Administrative 
Assistant for the Diversity and 
Inclusion Offi  ce. “We custom-
ized it for Ferris. Th e group 
of people who came together 
to work on the whole audit 
process was the same group 
that interviewed the consul-
tants. Th ey split off  into three 
groups: a group that worked 
on the faculty survey, a group 
that worked on the student 
survey and a group that 
worked on the staff  survey.”
 Each of the three surveys 
attempts to gauge the cur-
rent social climate at Ferris 
through asking individu-
als to provide their opinions 
and rate the level of repre-
sentation on campus among 
those of diff erent ethnic or 
racial backgrounds, sexual 
orientations, sex and gender 
identities, as well as how ac-
cepting and welcoming the 
university is towards minor-
ity groups. Th e survey also 
asks for the individual’s own 
demographic information. All 
responses will be kept strictly 
confi dential and will only be 
seen by IBIS Consultation, 
who will analyze the results 
to create a report for the Di-
versity and Inclusion Offi  ce.
 “We wanted the demo-
graphics [of each survey] to 

be the same,” Terryn said, “so 
if you wanted to look at how 
white people responded [to 
a given question], we could 
compare it, and how students 
answer the question compared 
to faculty, how staff  answered 
it compared to students.”
 “Th ey’re basically asking if 
Ferris is a good place to work, 
if it promotes inclusion, if 
you’re comfortable working 
here, if you think other peo-
ple are comfortable working 
here,” said Fran Rosen, Collec-
tion Development and Acqui-
sitions Librarian and Faculty-
in-Residence in the Diversity 
and Inclusion Offi  ce. “Some of 
their data analysis that [IBIS] 
is going to do is, say, the ma-
jority white men think that 
Ferris is an extraordinarily 
welcoming place, but gay 
women think it’s not. It kind of 
gives you a sense of the work 
that needs to be done so that 
the faculty really see the issues 
and then will work on fi nd-
ing ways to move forward.”
 Before the survey was sent 
out, the Diversity and Inclu-
sion Offi  ce met with various 
individuals and organiza-
tions around campus for in-
terviews and focus groups. 
Th ose consulted included 
President Eisler, Black Greek 
Council, the Offi  ce of Multi-
cultural Student Services, Stu-
dent Government, D-SAGA, 
Deans from around campus 
and more. Th e input from 
these meetings combined 
with the results of the sur-
vey will be used to help the 
Diversity and Inclusion Of-
fi ce form a new action plan. 
Th eir current plan has been 
in place since 2008. Informa-
tion on the Diversity and In-
clusion Offi  ce and its current 
Diversity Plan can be found 
by visiting the university web-

site and clicking the link “Di-
versity & Inclusion Offi  ce.”
 “I feel that Ferris has made 
really signifi cant steps forward 
in being a diverse and partic-
ularly an inclusive university, 
an inclusive environment, and 
a welcoming environment for 
all diff erent kinds of people,” 
Rosen said, “and I want to see 
that become even more the 
case. I want a new Diversity 
Plan that is based on the most 
valid and extensive informa-
tion, because that way it will 
be better connected to the re-
ality of what needs to change.”
 On Monday, March 16th 
all students, faculty and staff  
should have received an 
email from IBIS Consult-
ing providing a link to take 
the Diversity and Inclusion 
Climate survey. Th e survey 
will be available until April 3.
 As an incentive, anyone 
who completes the survey will 
be eligible to win prizes, which 
include an iPad Mini, wireless 
Beats by Dr. Dre headphones 
and FSU paraphernalia. 3 
winners from each of the 3 
survey groups will be selected 
at random to receive a prize.
 “I think that [the survey] is 
important, because we need 
the people of the university 
to tell us what we need to 
work on and what the univer-
sity needs to focus on,” Terryn 
said. “It needs to come not 
just ‘from the top down,’ but 
‘from the bottom up.’ It needs 
to come from what the people 
are seeing out there, because 
we can’t be everywhere. We, 
the Diversity Offi  ce, can’t be 
in the classrooms and see 
what’s going on. We need the 
students to tell us what their 
views are, we need the faculty, 
we need the staff , we need ev-
erybody to tell us what’s going 
on out there.”

Th e two candidates will be vy-
ing to head student government, 
which has seen a 100 percent 
membership increase since the 
end of the Fall of 2013. Th e vot-
ing membership has increased 
164 percent in that time as well.

Amongst the end of the semes-
ter objectives, Th e BIG Event, 
known as the largest student-run 
philanthropic event in Michigan 
is on the docket the week of in-

auguration for whomever comes 
out on top in the election.

 Student government has 
expanded its campus and com-
munity  reach this year, by being 
represented in over 30 external 
operations, 17 of which were 
added within the year. Amongst 
them, the Board of Trustees, 
Academic Senate, the Leadership 
Council, and the Torch Editor-
in-Chief selection committee.

CANDIDATES from Page 1

Student government expands reach 
coming into election season
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semester. It’s like, the semes-
ter is short and this is the stuff  
we need to cover. Let’s cov-
er it and have a good time.”
 For social work junior Ke-
nyatta Peterson, the fall and 
spring semesters don’t paint 
Big Rapids in a very good light.
 “Th ere’s this negative blanket 
over everything because I’m con-
stantly in school and worrying 
about the winter,” said Peterson.
 Th at’s why for Peterson, 
classes will be put on hold un-
til fall. She plans to work in 
Big Rapids over the summer 
and is currently seeking an in-
ternship. What’s her outlook 
on the approaching season?
 “I want to enjoy it! I want to 
live in Big Rapids and be sur-
rounded by my friends. It will be 
warmer, the sun will be out and 
we’ll be happy,” said Peterson.
 Th e summer semester runs 
from May 18 to August 12, 2015. 
To sign up for a summer resi-
dence at Ferris, visit MyHousing 
in MyFSU.

SUMMER from Page 1

A summer 
incentive

Arraignments set for party
FOIA request for incident report denied, arraignment date set for tomorrow by 77th district court

Harrison Watt
Editor-in-Chief

 A party gone wrong yielded 
32 Minor in possession cita-
tions and four arrests, but fur-
ther details have been held 
up by local law enforcement.
 Th e Torch fi led for the inci-
dent reports under the Free-
dom of Information Act for the 

party that took place on Febru-
ary 22 and was responded to 
on March 3 by the Big Rapids 
Department of public safety.
 Th e Torch fi led only for the 
portions of the incident re-
port regarding the arrests 
at 211 E. Grand Traverse. 
 Th e incident report was de-
nied as “the information request-
ed includes investigating records 
compiled for law enforcement 

purposes and disclosure as a 
public record would interfere 
with law enforcement proceed-
ings,” according to the response.
 City Attorney Eric Williams 
was reached and noted that it 
may take “a few” weeks for the 
incident report to be released.
 At press time, the incident 
remains open, though it was 
unspecifi ed within the report 
as to why it remains open. 

 Th e 77th district court of 
Mecosta County has set ar-
raignment dates for all of the 
off enses from the party on 
Th ursday, March 19 at 9 am.
 Th e Ferris Department of 
Public Safety, despite the fact 
that the Big Rapids Department 
of Public Safety was called to the 
scene and called Ferris DPS for 
assistance, provided the major-
ity of the available information.

 Th e house at 211 East Grand 
Traverse is owned by Peak Prop-
erties, and while tenants were 
arrested, their names remain 
unavailable at press time due 
to the lack of incident report.
 Peak Properties lists on their 
website that they are a student 
housing option. It is confi rmed 
that Ferris students were at the 
party.

Ferris State Torch File Photo

An off-campus party yielded 32 MIP citations and four arrests. All of the above are set for an arraignment on March 19 at 9 am in Big Rapids.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Jennifer Corrie
News Editor

Women’s History Month
Th e entire month of March is recognized as Women’s His-

tory Month. To celebrate, events are being held on campus, 
including: #MAKEITHAPPEN, on Tuesday, March 17, “Th e 
Help,” movie showing and discussion also on Tuesday, March 
17, the “Woman At Risk” human traffi  cking awareness event, 
scheduled for Wednesday, March 18, at 7 p.m. in UC 202A, 
and the annual W.I.L.L conference, being held on Th ursday, 
March 18, at 7 p.m. in UC 202. 

Provost Candidate Interviews 
 Th e Provost Search Committee has scheduled Dr. Paul 

Blake, who is currently Interim Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Aff airs, for interviews on campus on March 18 and 
19. 

Th e Extraordinary Band World of Valencia, Spain, and its 
Musical Evolution  

Th is presentation is being held on Th ursday March 19 
from 11:00 a.m. - 11:50 a.m, by Adrián Ronda-Sampayo, and 
assisted by Dr. Richard Cohen. Adrián Ronda-Sampayo is Mu-
sical Director of Games and Symphonies, the La Safor Instru-
mental Ensemble, the Sant Blai Potríes Musical Association, 
and the Santa Cecilia Choral Music Association of Ador, in the 
Valencia region of Spain. 

Etiquette Dinner 
If you’ve got fi ve bucks, you can get a fi ve course meal and 

learn how to have proper etiquette during a dinner on Mon-
day, March 23 from 6 to 8 p.m. in UC 202B. Last minute sign 
ups can be made through OrgSync, but make sure to get your 
payment in cash or check to the CLACS offi  ce in UCB 120 on 
Wednesday, March 18. 

Love, Life and Death
Th is showcase of one act plays, student produced and 

directed, will be held on March 26, 27 and 28 at 7:30 p.m. in 
Williams Auditorium, with a Sunday matinee performance at 
2 p.m.

Devin Anderson
News Editor

 Operating while intoxicated
Feb. 26, 12:15 am, offi  cers 

stopped a vehicle on Perry 
Avenue for an unreadable and 
damaged license plate. Th e 
driver of the vehicle was found 
to be intoxicated and lodged in 
the county jail.

Damaged vehicle
Mar. 3, 3:00 pm, report of 

damaged vehicle in Lot 27. Th e 
mirror of the driver’s side door 
was damaged.

Egged vehicles
Feb. 28, 10:55 pm, offi  cers 

investigated two vehicles that 
had been egged in Lot 24.

Car accident
Feb. 27, 2:15 pm, a two-car 

accident in Lot 5.

Vehicle impounded
Mar. 1, 2:45 pm, offi  cers im-

pounded a vehicle in Lot 39 for 
blocking the driveway.

Prowler
Mar. 1, 3:35 am, offi  cers as-

sisted the Sheriff ’s Department 
with a prowler complaint at 
Oakwood Apartments. Th e of-

fi cers checked the area and were 
unable to locate anyone.

Vehicle damaged
Feb. 28, 1:00 pm, offi  cers 

received report of a vehicle dam-
aged in Lot 1. Th e passenger’s 
side mirror was broken off .

Damaged door
Feb. 28, 9:00 am, offi  cers 

investigated a door damaged in 
Kramer Hall on the 11th fl oor.

Impounded vehicle
Feb. 26, 1:40 pm, offi  cers 

impounded a vehicle parked on 
the sidewalk in Lot 71.

Hit-and-run
Feb. 26, 6:00 pm, offi  cers 

investigated a hit-and-run com-
plaint in Lot 29.

Suspended license
Feb. 26, 11:15 pm, offi  cers 

stopped a vehicle on State Street 
near South Street for an improp-
er turn. Th e driver was ticketed 
for driving on a suspended 
license.

Hit-and-run
Feb. 24, 5:10 pm, offi  cers 

investigated a hit-and-run ac-
cident in Lot 1.

Marijuana
Mar. 3, 8:15 pm, offi  cers 

pulled over a vehicle on South 
Street at Stadium Drive for a 
headlight violation. Marijuana 
was discovered in the vehicle 
and two students were referred 
to the offi  ce of student conduct. 

Two-car accident
Feb. 25, 9:00 am, offi  cers 

investigated a two-car accident 
on North Campus Drive near 
Warren.

Stolen car?
Feb. 25, 8:00 pm, offi  cers 

received report of a stolen car in 
Lot 1. Th e vehicle was located 
in Lot 18 and the male owner of 
the vehicle stated that he forgot 
where he parked it.

TORCH

ON THE
RECORD

Stolen Car?
A round-up of this week’s crime across the FSU campus

TORCH
Ferris State

CORRECTIONS

Were we mistaken? 

Let us know about it. 

Corrections can be submitted through email at 
torch@ferris.edu or by calling 231.591.5946

Follow us on Twitter 

@fsutorch

8PM-12AM

213 S. State St., Big Rapids • (231) 796-1919 • www.crankersbrewery.com OPEN 24/7

• Breakfast Served All Day and All Night
• Cranker’s is Open 24 Hours!

THURSDAY NIGHT

COLLEGE
NIGHT 
SELECT PINTS ONLY

$2.50
PERSONAL 

GOURMET PIZZAS

$3.99
OPEN MIC NIGHT

Voted One of Michigan’s
Top 10 Breweries

PRIME RIB
SATURDAY

$12.99
CRANKER’S SING OFF  

THURSDAY NIGHT 
COMPETITION

CALL FOR MORE INFO!

OPEN: CORN HOLE TOURNAMENTS AVAILABLE EVERY NIGHT SUN. - THURS.

FRI. & SAT. LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Beautiful 
3 bedroom, 2 bath 
Riverfront Home 

10 minutes from campus!  
Available starting 
This Fall & Spring 

Semester 2016
No pets • References required 

$800 per month 
plus utilities  

Call 
937-823-2651
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semester. It’s like, the semes-
ter is short and this is the stuff  
we need to cover. Let’s cov-
er it and have a good time.”
 For social work junior Ke-
nyatta Peterson, the fall and 
spring semesters don’t paint 
Big Rapids in a very good light.
 “Th ere’s this negative blanket 
over everything because I’m con-
stantly in school and worrying 
about the winter,” said Peterson.
 Th at’s why for Peterson, 
classes will be put on hold un-
til fall. She plans to work in 
Big Rapids over the summer 
and is currently seeking an in-
ternship. What’s her outlook 
on the approaching season?
 “I want to enjoy it! I want to 
live in Big Rapids and be sur-
rounded by my friends. It will be 
warmer, the sun will be out and 
we’ll be happy,” said Peterson.
 Th e summer semester runs 
from May 18 to August 12, 2015. 
To sign up for a summer resi-
dence at Ferris, visit MyHousing 
in MyFSU.

SUMMER from Page 1

A summer 
incentive

Arraignments set for party
FOIA request for incident report denied, arraignment date set for tomorrow by 77th district court

Harrison Watt
Editor-in-Chief

 A party gone wrong yielded 
32 Minor in possession cita-
tions and four arrests, but fur-
ther details have been held 
up by local law enforcement.
 Th e Torch fi led for the inci-
dent reports under the Free-
dom of Information Act for the 

party that took place on Febru-
ary 22 and was responded to 
on March 3 by the Big Rapids 
Department of public safety.
 Th e Torch fi led only for the 
portions of the incident re-
port regarding the arrests 
at 211 E. Grand Traverse. 
 Th e incident report was de-
nied as “the information request-
ed includes investigating records 
compiled for law enforcement 

purposes and disclosure as a 
public record would interfere 
with law enforcement proceed-
ings,” according to the response.
 City Attorney Eric Williams 
was reached and noted that it 
may take “a few” weeks for the 
incident report to be released.
 At press time, the incident 
remains open, though it was 
unspecifi ed within the report 
as to why it remains open. 

 Th e 77th district court of 
Mecosta County has set ar-
raignment dates for all of the 
off enses from the party on 
Th ursday, March 19 at 9 am.
 Th e Ferris Department of 
Public Safety, despite the fact 
that the Big Rapids Department 
of Public Safety was called to the 
scene and called Ferris DPS for 
assistance, provided the major-
ity of the available information.

 Th e house at 211 East Grand 
Traverse is owned by Peak Prop-
erties, and while tenants were 
arrested, their names remain 
unavailable at press time due 
to the lack of incident report.
 Peak Properties lists on their 
website that they are a student 
housing option. It is confi rmed 
that Ferris students were at the 
party.

Ferris State Torch File Photo

An off-campus party yielded 32 MIP citations and four arrests. All of the above are set for an arraignment on March 19 at 9 am in Big Rapids.

NEWLY REMODELED  
STUDENT RENTAL 
2 Blocks from Campus

520 & 520 1/2 S. Michigan
3 & 2 Bedrooms available 

Text or call 231-349-1030  
for more information
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LIFESTYLES
f e r r i s  s t a t e  t o r c h “

“

The thing I wish I could understand about 
women would probably be why do they 

take so long to get ready
Brent Roberts

Ferris State University
See page 16 for story

Behind the Big Event
Big Event planning committee attend national conference

Ferris State Torch File Photo

Former Torch News Editor Taylor Hooper helps out by raking leaves in the community during last year’s Big Event.

Hailey Klingel
Ferris State Torch

 The Ferris students behind 
the annual Big Event are in 
full swing with planning—so 
much so that this year’s direc-
tor feels as if she “eats, sleeps, 
and breathes” the Big Event.
 Amanda Jewell, health-
care systems administra-
tion senior and this year’s Big 
Event director, volunteers to 
plan the Big Event because she 
knows how much it impacts 
the residents of Big Rapids.
 “They often express how 
much the Big Event helps them 
along with a heartfelt story of 
why they need an extra hand,” 

said Jewell. “It means the world 
to me because it often means the 
world to Big Rapids residents.”
 Ferris’ Big Event is the largest 
student-run philanthropic event 
in Michigan, according to Jewell. 
The one-day service event usu-

ally serves 
2 0 0 - 3 0 0 
houses in 
the Big 
R a p i d s 
c o m m u -
nity and 
av e r a g e s 
a r o u n d 
1 , 4 0 0 
v o l u n -
teers who 
complete 

tasks such as washing win-
dows, planting, and raking 
leaves, among other things.
 “I think other students should 
participate to show their appre-
ciation to the Big Rapids com-
munity,” healthcare adminis-
trations junior Haley Lombda 
said. “Also, volunteering is an 
opportunity to not only help 
others, but to better yourself.”
 A national Big Event confer-
ence was held the last weekend 
in January to learn strategies to 
improve Ferris’ Big Event. About 
250 students from around the 
nation attended the conference 
at Texas A&M, which was the 
birthplace of the Big Event in 
1982. Since then, it has spread 

to 110 other schools in the 
nation, including Ferris in 2008.
 “I already liked the Big Event 
from being in it for two years as a 
volunteer, but now that I went to 
the conference and saw the pur-

pose of it, 
it really 
just fired 
my pas-
sion for 
the whole 
e v e n t , ” 
p u b l i c 
re lat ions 
j u n i o r 
K a i t l y n 
P a t r i c k 
s a i d . 

 Patrick, Lombda, and 

Jewell were among the five 
Ferris students to attend the 
informational conference.
 “We got to talk to their direc-
tor and he explained how they 
do their operations and we just 
learned how to carry on the pro-
cess better and what type of pro-
motions they do,” said Patrick.
 The two-day conference 
exposed the Ferris represen-
tatives to the ideas of other 
schools in order to pick up the 
tools to make this year’s Big 
Event the most successful yet. 
 “The conference was a week-
end I’ll never forget full of amaz-
ing hospitality and individuals,” 
said Jewell.  “It allowed us to 
view other ideas and options to 

Amanda Jewell
Ferris State University

Kaitlyn Patrick
Ferris State University

See Big Event on Page 8



RENTAL 
HOME

3 bedroom,
available May, 

clean & well 
maintained, 

close to campus, 
washer/dryer, 

$750 mo./ year 
lease. No pets, 

Call Joyce:
760-468-7042.

Mufflers • Brakes
Struts • Shocks
Undercarriage Specialist
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC

FREE ESTIMATES

592-1204North End of Town 
1204 N. State St. • Big Rapids

Certified Mechanics on Staff
Locally Owned and Operated

HONEST & AFFORDABLE CAR CARE

Come Check 
Us Out!

HOURS
Monday - Friday 8:30am - 6pm  •  Saturday 10am - 4pm

13 Jefferson St. E • Stanwood
231-823-2050

Fax: 231-823-2055

❖ Buy, Sell &
Trade Guns

❖ Full Service
Gunsmithing 

❖ $15.00 Firearm 
Transfers
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student-run philanthropic event 
in Michigan, according to Jewell. 
The one-day service event usu-

ally serves 
2 0 0 - 3 0 0 
houses in 
the Big 
R a p i d s 
c o m m u -
nity and 
av e r a g e s 
a r o u n d 
1 , 4 0 0 
v o l u n -
teers who 
complete 

tasks such as washing win-
dows, planting, and raking 
leaves, among other things.
 “I think other students should 
participate to show their appre-
ciation to the Big Rapids com-
munity,” healthcare adminis-
trations junior Haley Lombda 
said. “Also, volunteering is an 
opportunity to not only help 
others, but to better yourself.”
 A national Big Event confer-
ence was held the last weekend 
in January to learn strategies to 
improve Ferris’ Big Event. About 
250 students from around the 
nation attended the conference 
at Texas A&M, which was the 
birthplace of the Big Event in 
1982. Since then, it has spread 

to 110 other schools in the 
nation, including Ferris in 2008.
 “I already liked the Big Event 
from being in it for two years as a 
volunteer, but now that I went to 
the conference and saw the pur-

pose of it, 
it really 
just fired 
my pas-
sion for 
the whole 
e v e n t , ” 
p u b l i c 
re lat ions 
j u n i o r 
K a i t l y n 
P a t r i c k 
s a i d . 

 Patrick, Lombda, and 

Jewell were among the five 
Ferris students to attend the 
informational conference.
 “We got to talk to their direc-
tor and he explained how they 
do their operations and we just 
learned how to carry on the pro-
cess better and what type of pro-
motions they do,” said Patrick.
 The two-day conference 
exposed the Ferris represen-
tatives to the ideas of other 
schools in order to pick up the 
tools to make this year’s Big 
Event the most successful yet. 
 “The conference was a week-
end I’ll never forget full of amaz-
ing hospitality and individuals,” 
said Jewell.  “It allowed us to 
view other ideas and options to 

Amanda Jewell
Ferris State University

Kaitlyn Patrick
Ferris State University

See Big Event on Page 8
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RSO Spotlight: Crafters Anonymous

Andrea Lenhart
Ferris State Torch

 Among the many hidden 
gems that are Ferris student 
organizations lies one of the 
most creative and giving of all.  
 “Crafters Anonymous was 
started by a couple of crafty stu-
dents who wanted to use their 
artistic ability to give back to 
the community,” Alicia Gotz, 
co-president of the RSO and 
pre-nursing sophomore said. 
“The reason that we craft is 
to relieve stress and to express 
ourselves. Crafters Anonymous 
makes this easy and we get 
to do what we love with peo-
ple who share the same love.” 
 According to Gotz, Crafters 

Anonymous is a non-profit orga-
nization. Along with sharing the 
love of crafting, its members 
share their love to the communi-

ty because the money the mem-
bers raise from selling their crafts 
goes back to the community. 
 “We make the crafts and sell 

Photo courtesy of mctcampus.com

One of the Crafter’s Anonymous, many talents is crocheting. 

RSO crafts their way through college

 Life is a lot less complicated 
and a whole lot less dramatic 
when you’re the girl that’s “one 
of the guys.”
 Guy friends are the best. 
They’re funny, protective, and 
who better to complain about 
men to than other men who 
can provide some insight. 
 However, when it comes to 
dating, having a bunch of guy 
friends might not be the most 
graceful situation to handle.
 The first problem comes 
when one of your bros gets a 
girlfriend. They swear up and 
down that you’re still friends, 
but once he gets a girlfriend, 
sorry homegirl, but you are 
out of the picture for that 
seven months of his life.  
 It’s so awkward because you 
have to understand like yeah, 
his girlfriend obviously just 
sees you as another female he’s 
spending time with therefore 
that will never fly with her, but 
come on.  
 As a girl that’s always one 
of the guys, losing one of your 
best friends for extended peri-
ods of time is really inconve-
nient and a little heartbreak-
ing. 
 It’s an endless cycle dur-
ing these times of our lives. 
Bro gets a girlfriend, you cease 
communication for the dura-
tion of that relationship with 
occasional arguments about 
why you two can’t be friends, 
they break up, and it’s back to 
normal. Rinse and repeat. 
 Let’s not forget the times 
one of your bros gets a real 
feisty girlfriend that sees you 
on his Facebook. So of course, 
being the territorial creatures 
we are, she has to send you 
a catty message which she 
mistakenly believes will make 
you “back off.” This usually 
prompts a girl fight between 
you and said temporary girl-

friend. 
 Nothing can describe the 
feeling of betrayal when your 
bro takes her side, but get used 
to it girlfriend because he will 
always take her side. Can you 
really blame him though? He’s 
not getting any from you! 
You’ll get an apology after they 
break up, don’t worry.
 Let’s flip the script because 
you aren’t the only one dealing 
with it. What happens when 
YOU get a boyfriend? 
 Yup. No matter how you try 
to explain it to your man, no 
matter how long you’ve been 
strictly platonic with your 
bros, he will never feel com-
fortable with you hanging out 
with them.
 If you even so much as get 
a text from one of your bros, 
it never fails. You will look up, 
hoping your boyfriend doesn’t 
see it, but he did. Cue the eye 
roll and crabby attitude for the 
rest of the night. 
 So what do you do? Risk the 
relationship or the friendship? 
 Hey boyfriends, your girl 
could just as easily be mess-
ing around with her female 
friends as she could her male 
friends. 
 Hey girlfriends, if you can’t 
trust your man to control him-
self around the presence of 
any female, then you probably 
shouldn’t be dating him. 
 The best way to handle 
these kinds of situations is to 
have them all get to know each 
other.  Listen to everyone’s 
needs in the situation and try 
to figure out how to give a little 
and get a little. The discom-
fort that the girlfriends, the 
friends, the boyfriends all feel 
is because of the unknown.  

Modern love
One of the guys

See Crafts on Page 8

Sarah Force
Lifestyles Editor



College Contact Phone # Location
Health Professions Richelle Williams (231) 591-2263  VFS 210
Arts & Sciences Barb Hampel (231) 591-3660  ASC 3052
Business (On/Off campus undergrad. students) Carri Griffis (231) 591-2493  BUS 200
Business (graduate students) Shannon Yost (231) 591-2168  BUS 200
Education & Human Serv Jacee Potts (231) 591-2700  BIS 604
Engineering Technology Tamara Jackson (231) 591-2890  JHN 200
Optometry Michelle Aldrich (231) 591-3700
Pharmacy Tara Lee (231) 591-3780
DCCL Andrea Wirgau (231) 591-2710
Note: You must satisfy all of your degree requirements before you officially graduate and receive your diploma.
Caps and Gowns may be purchased at the Grad Fair on March 24th, 11:00 am – 5:00 pm, in the University Center – Multi Purpose 
Rooms or starting March 25th - May 7 at the Ferris State University Bookstore (Located in the University Center, 805 Campus Drive, 
Big Rapids MI 49307).
Tickets are required for all ceremonies. All Students planning on participating in a ceremony will receive (6) six tickets. Tickets will be 
available for students to access/print at the Grad Fair on March 24, 2015. Extra tickets are not distributed. Lost tickets will not be replaced. 
Commencement Program - Graduates must complete their online graduation application by Friday, March 6, 2015 for their names to 
appear in the Spring 2015 Commencement program or their name will not appear in the Commencement program. In order to have 
the program printed and back in time for the ceremonies we have to adhere to these deadlines. Contact your college’s Commencement 
Coordinator if you have any questions

Friday, May 8
Time  College
3:30 pm  College of Health Professions
7:00 pm  College of Art & Sciences 
 College of Pharmacy 
 Doctorate in Community College Leadership

For special accommodations or for more information 
regarding the Commencement ceremony, please 
visit the Commencement website www.ferris.edu/
commencement or call (231) 591-3803.

2015 MAY  
COMMENCEMENT

May 8 & 9, 2015
Ewigleben Sport Complex  
(Wink Arena)

Saturday, May 9
Time  College
9:00 am  College of Education & Human Services 
  Michigan College of Optometry 
12:30 pm College of Engineering Technology 
4:00 pm College of Business
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reflect on our event to make it 
the best it can be.”
 Patrick said Ferris is well 
known among the schools 
that participate in the Big 
Event due to the fact that it’s 
currently the only school in 
Michigan where it takes place.
 “Being prideful that Ferris is 
the only school in Michigan that 

does it right now really made me 
fall in love with it,” Patrick said. 
 The Big Event will be held 
Saturday April 18 at 9 a.m. 
Applications can be found on 
the “FSU Student Government” 
OrgSync page and are due 
by Monday, March 25 in the 
Student Government Office 
(UCB 121A).

BIG EVENT from Page 6

Students are proud that Ferris 
is a big name for the Big Event

them during our craft sales in 
the University Center, and we 
donate the money to different 
organizations such as United 
Way or Relay for Life,” said Gotz. 
 Crafters Anonymous co-
president and architecture 
sophomore Elaine Munn feels 
that there are some misconcep-
tions about the organization. 
  “While most people think 
we are a knitting RSO, we are 
not,” Munn said. “Although 
we do teach knitting and cro-
cheting if requested, we often 
hold craft events where we 
make absolutely everything,” 
 As well as donating their 
crafts, the members donate 
their time to the commu-
nity. Crafters Anonymous 
works with the Department 
of Human Services (DHS). 
 “If it is close to Christmas 
or Easter, we use the funds to 
buy craft supplies to host holiday 
parties for the local foster chil-
dren,” Gotz said. “My favorite 
memories are from last year’s 
Easter party. Seeing how happy 
the crafts and egg hunt made the 
children truly made me happy. 
Every event we have with the 
foster children is always the 
highlight of my semester and 
seeing their smiles makes all the 

stress of organizing it worth it.”
 According to general member 
of the RSO and pre-pharmacy 
freshman Brandi Brant, you don’t 
need to have any skill to join.
 “We craft because it is some-
thing that we love to do,” Brant 
said. “To be a part of Crafters 
Anonymous, your abilities 
can be at any level. We would 
love to teach you how to knit 
or crochet, people join because 
it is always a good time.” 
 While Crafters Anonymous 
may not have the funds to host big 
events besides craft shows, how-
ever they still like to participate 
and be known around campus.  
 “If you ever see trees looking 
like their wearing yarn sweat-
ers, we were there,” Munn said. 
 According to Gotz, their next 
event is their Easter holiday 
party in Reed City on March 31 
for foster children. The event is 
organized with DHS and foster 
parents join them to make sim-
ple crafts and an Easter egg hunt 
while also enjoying dinner. They 
help host at least one DHS affili-
ated craft party each semester.
 The group meets every 
Tuesday night at 9 p.m. in the 
University Center room 213.

CRAFTS from Page 7

FSU organization teams up 
with DHS to give back to the com-
munity

The mind of a woman
Trivia game centered on understanding the female brain

Sarah Force
Lifestyles Editor

 People in general can be 
difficult to understand some-
times, but the female brain can 
be quite the game-changer.
 One Ferris student organi-
zation is aiming to provide a 
little insight after doing their 
own investigation and turn-
ing their results into a game.
  Following their event, Mind 
of a Man, the Ferris student 
organization of the National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) will 
be hosting a game show styled 
event called Mind of a Woman.
 “It will be a game show format 
overall,” marketing junior and 
NAACP Vice-President Brent 
Roberts said.  “There were sur-
veys given out to female Ferris 
State students that were then col-
lected, and their answers where 

used to form questions.”
 The event will take place in the 
IRC on Tuesday March 24 at 7 p.m.

  
“ D u r i n g 
the event 
we will 
have stu-
dents cho-
sen during 
di f ferent 
s e c t i o n s 
to be a 
part of 
a panel,” 
R o b e r t s 

said. “The main purpose is to see 
if guys in the  audience can get into 
the mind of women and answer 
the questions like they did.”
 According to Roberts, the 
event will be hilarious, inter-
active, and encourages lots of 
participation from students.

“The thing I wish I could 
understand about women would 

probably be why do they take so 
long to get ready,” Roberts said.
 Puzzled students like pro-
fessional golf management 
sophomore Dillon Pierson 
might be able to learn some-
thing new at the event.
 “Why is it that women seem 
to go for guys that are a ‘douche-
bag’ to women, but will push 
away the guys that are being true 
gentleman, and treat them with 
the respect that they deserve - 
like a princess,” Pierson said.
 Not so shockingly, market-
ing senior Anders Johnson 
had the same idea in mind, 
along with a few others.
 “Why do they say they are fine, 
when they really aren’t?” Johnson 
said. “And then, [women] 
get upset when men contin-
ue to ask why you’re upset?”’
With these kind of questions, I 
am sure this will be an event for 
the books.

Brent Roberts
Ferris State University
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NEWS BRIEFS
Jennifer Corrie
News Editor

Women’s History Month
Th e entire month of March is recognized as Women’s His-

tory Month. To celebrate, events are being held on campus, 
including: #MAKEITHAPPEN, on Tuesday, March 17, “Th e 
Help,” movie showing and discussion also on Tuesday, March 
17, the “Woman At Risk” human traffi  cking awareness event, 
scheduled for Wednesday, March 18, at 7 p.m. in UC 202A, 
and the annual W.I.L.L conference, being held on Th ursday, 
March 18, at 7 p.m. in UC 202. 

Provost Candidate Interviews 
 Th e Provost Search Committee has scheduled Dr. Paul 

Blake, who is currently Interim Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Aff airs, for interviews on campus on March 18 and 
19. 

Th e Extraordinary Band World of Valencia, Spain, and its 
Musical Evolution  

Th is presentation is being held on Th ursday March 19 
from 11:00 a.m. - 11:50 a.m, by Adrián Ronda-Sampayo, and 
assisted by Dr. Richard Cohen. Adrián Ronda-Sampayo is Mu-
sical Director of Games and Symphonies, the La Safor Instru-
mental Ensemble, the Sant Blai Potríes Musical Association, 
and the Santa Cecilia Choral Music Association of Ador, in the 
Valencia region of Spain. 

Etiquette Dinner 
If you’ve got fi ve bucks, you can get a fi ve course meal and 

learn how to have proper etiquette during a dinner on Mon-
day, March 23 from 6 to 8 p.m. in UC 202B. Last minute sign 
ups can be made through OrgSync, but make sure to get your 
payment in cash or check to the CLACS offi  ce in UCB 120 on 
Wednesday, March 18. 

Love, Life and Death
Th is showcase of one act plays, student produced and 

directed, will be held on March 26, 27 and 28 at 7:30 p.m. in 
Williams Auditorium, with a Sunday matinee performance at 
2 p.m.

Devin Anderson
News Editor

 Operating while intoxicated
Feb. 26, 12:15 am, offi  cers 

stopped a vehicle on Perry 
Avenue for an unreadable and 
damaged license plate. Th e 
driver of the vehicle was found 
to be intoxicated and lodged in 
the county jail.

Damaged vehicle
Mar. 3, 3:00 pm, report of 

damaged vehicle in Lot 27. Th e 
mirror of the driver’s side door 
was damaged.

Egged vehicles
Feb. 28, 10:55 pm, offi  cers 

investigated two vehicles that 
had been egged in Lot 24.

Car accident
Feb. 27, 2:15 pm, a two-car 

accident in Lot 5.

Vehicle impounded
Mar. 1, 2:45 pm, offi  cers im-

pounded a vehicle in Lot 39 for 
blocking the driveway.

Prowler
Mar. 1, 3:35 am, offi  cers as-

sisted the Sheriff ’s Department 
with a prowler complaint at 
Oakwood Apartments. Th e of-

fi cers checked the area and were 
unable to locate anyone.

Vehicle damaged
Feb. 28, 1:00 pm, offi  cers 

received report of a vehicle dam-
aged in Lot 1. Th e passenger’s 
side mirror was broken off .

Damaged door
Feb. 28, 9:00 am, offi  cers 

investigated a door damaged in 
Kramer Hall on the 11th fl oor.

Impounded vehicle
Feb. 26, 1:40 pm, offi  cers 

impounded a vehicle parked on 
the sidewalk in Lot 71.

Hit-and-run
Feb. 26, 6:00 pm, offi  cers 

investigated a hit-and-run com-
plaint in Lot 29.

Suspended license
Feb. 26, 11:15 pm, offi  cers 

stopped a vehicle on State Street 
near South Street for an improp-
er turn. Th e driver was ticketed 
for driving on a suspended 
license.

Hit-and-run
Feb. 24, 5:10 pm, offi  cers 

investigated a hit-and-run ac-
cident in Lot 1.

Marijuana
Mar. 3, 8:15 pm, offi  cers 

pulled over a vehicle on South 
Street at Stadium Drive for a 
headlight violation. Marijuana 
was discovered in the vehicle 
and two students were referred 
to the offi  ce of student conduct. 

Two-car accident
Feb. 25, 9:00 am, offi  cers 

investigated a two-car accident 
on North Campus Drive near 
Warren.

Stolen car?
Feb. 25, 8:00 pm, offi  cers 

received report of a stolen car in 
Lot 1. Th e vehicle was located 
in Lot 18 and the male owner of 
the vehicle stated that he forgot 
where he parked it.

TORCH

ON THE
RECORD

Stolen Car?
A round-up of this week’s crime across the FSU campus

TORCH
Ferris State

CORRECTIONS

Were we mistaken? 

Let us know about it. 

Corrections can be submitted through email at 
torch@ferris.edu or by calling 231.591.5946

Follow us on Twitter 

@fsutorch



Michigan Primary Care Partners welcomes  
Nurse Practitioner Christy Bourdlais, WHNP,  
state certified in women’s health services.    
Christy brings expertise in providing comprehensive, 
specialized care for women’s health issues.

For an appointment call:  
Big Rapids • 231.592.1360 
Reed City • 231.832.1111

Tuesday evening appointments available. 

MPCP Women’s Health Clinic provides services for women of all ages.

Sexual Health • Fitness & Nutrition• Gynecology Care • Depression/Anxiety 
Menstrual Irregularities • STD Screening & Treatment • Contraceptive Planning 

Health Lifestyle Risk Assessments • Menopausal Issues • Acute Primary Care Issues

Women’s Health Clinic  
arrives in Big Rapids!

 www.michiganprimarycarepartners.com

The Original
Schuburger!

Best of 
Michigan’s 
Top Ten 
Burgers!
12 Beers on Tap! 

Awesome Dinners 
Starting at 5pm!

231-796-5333

Burgers: 
It's What We Do!

Historic Downtown Big Rapids
109 N. Michigan Ave.

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11am-12am
Closed Sunday
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reflect on our event to make it 
the best it can be.”
 Patrick said Ferris is well 
known among the schools 
that participate in the Big 
Event due to the fact that it’s 
currently the only school in 
Michigan where it takes place.
 “Being prideful that Ferris is 
the only school in Michigan that 

does it right now really made me 
fall in love with it,” Patrick said. 
 The Big Event will be held 
Saturday April 18 at 9 a.m. 
Applications can be found on 
the “FSU Student Government” 
OrgSync page and are due 
by Monday, March 25 in the 
Student Government Office 
(UCB 121A).

BIG EVENT from Page 6

Students are proud that Ferris 
is a big name for the Big Event

them during our craft sales in 
the University Center, and we 
donate the money to different 
organizations such as United 
Way or Relay for Life,” said Gotz. 
 Crafters Anonymous co-
president and architecture 
sophomore Elaine Munn feels 
that there are some misconcep-
tions about the organization. 
  “While most people think 
we are a knitting RSO, we are 
not,” Munn said. “Although 
we do teach knitting and cro-
cheting if requested, we often 
hold craft events where we 
make absolutely everything,” 
 As well as donating their 
crafts, the members donate 
their time to the commu-
nity. Crafters Anonymous 
works with the Department 
of Human Services (DHS). 
 “If it is close to Christmas 
or Easter, we use the funds to 
buy craft supplies to host holiday 
parties for the local foster chil-
dren,” Gotz said. “My favorite 
memories are from last year’s 
Easter party. Seeing how happy 
the crafts and egg hunt made the 
children truly made me happy. 
Every event we have with the 
foster children is always the 
highlight of my semester and 
seeing their smiles makes all the 

stress of organizing it worth it.”
 According to general member 
of the RSO and pre-pharmacy 
freshman Brandi Brant, you don’t 
need to have any skill to join.
 “We craft because it is some-
thing that we love to do,” Brant 
said. “To be a part of Crafters 
Anonymous, your abilities 
can be at any level. We would 
love to teach you how to knit 
or crochet, people join because 
it is always a good time.” 
 While Crafters Anonymous 
may not have the funds to host big 
events besides craft shows, how-
ever they still like to participate 
and be known around campus.  
 “If you ever see trees looking 
like their wearing yarn sweat-
ers, we were there,” Munn said. 
 According to Gotz, their next 
event is their Easter holiday 
party in Reed City on March 31 
for foster children. The event is 
organized with DHS and foster 
parents join them to make sim-
ple crafts and an Easter egg hunt 
while also enjoying dinner. They 
help host at least one DHS affili-
ated craft party each semester.
 The group meets every 
Tuesday night at 9 p.m. in the 
University Center room 213.

CRAFTS from Page 7

FSU organization teams up 
with DHS to give back to the com-
munity

The mind of a woman
Trivia game centered on understanding the female brain

Sarah Force
Lifestyles Editor

 People in general can be 
difficult to understand some-
times, but the female brain can 
be quite the game-changer.
 One Ferris student organi-
zation is aiming to provide a 
little insight after doing their 
own investigation and turn-
ing their results into a game.
  Following their event, Mind 
of a Man, the Ferris student 
organization of the National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) will 
be hosting a game show styled 
event called Mind of a Woman.
 “It will be a game show format 
overall,” marketing junior and 
NAACP Vice-President Brent 
Roberts said.  “There were sur-
veys given out to female Ferris 
State students that were then col-
lected, and their answers where 

used to form questions.”
 The event will take place in the 
IRC on Tuesday March 24 at 7 p.m.

  
“ D u r i n g 
the event 
we will 
have stu-
dents cho-
sen during 
di f ferent 
s e c t i o n s 
to be a 
part of 
a panel,” 
R o b e r t s 

said. “The main purpose is to see 
if guys in the  audience can get into 
the mind of women and answer 
the questions like they did.”
 According to Roberts, the 
event will be hilarious, inter-
active, and encourages lots of 
participation from students.

“The thing I wish I could 
understand about women would 

probably be why do they take so 
long to get ready,” Roberts said.
 Puzzled students like pro-
fessional golf management 
sophomore Dillon Pierson 
might be able to learn some-
thing new at the event.
 “Why is it that women seem 
to go for guys that are a ‘douche-
bag’ to women, but will push 
away the guys that are being true 
gentleman, and treat them with 
the respect that they deserve - 
like a princess,” Pierson said.
 Not so shockingly, market-
ing senior Anders Johnson 
had the same idea in mind, 
along with a few others.
 “Why do they say they are fine, 
when they really aren’t?” Johnson 
said. “And then, [women] 
get upset when men contin-
ue to ask why you’re upset?”’
With these kind of questions, I 
am sure this will be an event for 
the books.

Brent Roberts
Ferris State University
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 Many of us were highly 
disappointed since the 
Snapchat update.
 Creeping on peoples ‘best 
friends’ seemed like the only 
way to know who was talk-
ing to whom. Since ‘best 
friends’ went out the window, 
the app opened the door to 
many other opportunities. 
 We may never know 
who snaps who the most 
ever again, but my stories 
and even Snapchat live 
allows us to see events hap-
pening all over the world. 
 Instead of creeping on who 
your friends’ friends are, just 
looking at their story allows 
you to almost experience 
their day with them. That 
may seem super creepy but, 
that’s social media for you. 
 I wasn’t lucky enough to go 
anywhere for spring break, 
like many of you I am sure. 

But Snapchat allowed us 
couch potatoes to experience 
more than one trip over the 
week. 
 Thanks to Snapchat, I 
could tell you how the weath-
er was in Panama, Daytona, 
Cancun, and California. I 
could tell you about the con-
certs and artists on tour in 
the area. I could even tell 
you about the zoos, ocean, 
beaches, airports, and other 
tourist activities. Plus, I 
didn’t have the hangover.
 Snapchat live might be 
annoying to some, but to 
me, it’s interesting. I know 
that most of you probably 
just click through to get rid 
of the notification. But have 
you ever stopped to actually 
take a second to look at what 
you are skipping through? 
 When is the next time that 
you will be able experience 

Mardi Gras, parades and fes-
tivals in India or Germany, 
fashion week in Paris, soc-
cer games in Europe, award 
shows or even college football 
games not in a surrounding 
state near you? The 146 sec-
onds that allows you to view 
these events may be the only 
seconds that you will ever get 
to see something like that. 
 Snapchat even allows 
campus stories. According 
to Snapchat Support, cam-
pus stories are our stories 
for selected college cam-
puses. Snapchat must rec-
ognize your location on or 
nearby a campus in order 
to post and view this story. 
 For a free app, Snapchat 
is not all that bad. Since the 
update, it’s saving relation-
ships and taking us to places 
around the world. 

Photo courtesy of mctcampus.com

 Bobby Murphy, 24, left, and Evan Spiegel, 22, co-creators of Snapchat, in front of company’s offi ces on Ocean Front Walk in  

Venice Beach, California.

 

“Didn’t Jesus wrestle a 
lion?”
-Rec Center
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Great Lakes
Book & Supply

YOUR SOURCE FOR TEXTBOOKS

796-1112
840 Clark St.

bookdawg@greatlakesbook.com
www.greatlakesbook.com

WE BUY  
& SELL  

TEXT BOOKS  
EVERY  
DAY!

FIND 
US ON 

FACEBOOK
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MENS BASKETBALL

SPORTS
f e r r i s  s t a t e  t o r c h

Bittersweet defeat
Ferris State wins GLIAC tournament, fall in NCAA Tournament first round

Photo courtesy of Kevin McDermott

The Bulldog Men’s basketball team topped Ashland, Walsh and Lake Superior State to become the 2015 GLIAC Tournament Champions before dropping in the NCAA Tournament’s fi rst round to the very same Lake Superior State Lakers.

Keith Salowich
Sports Editor

 It’s over. Fun while it lasted, the 
Ferris State men’s basketball team 
couldn’t overcome rival Lake 
Superior State in their NCAA 
tournament fi rst round game.
 Th e hoops squad won 
the GLIAC Tournament 
Championship the prior week-
end, prevailing in an elec-
trifying title game against 
Lake Superior State 87-82.
 Lake Superior State was the top 
seed in the GLIAC tournament, 
and because of their impressive 
23-5 record during the season 
they had home court advan-
tage throughout the playoff s. 
 Th e Bulldogs, who had lost 
by 22 in their game on the road 
against the Lakers earlier this 
season, jumped out to a 31-8 lead 
in the fi rst half. Ferris State took 
a 14 point lead into halft ime, 
and although the Lakers rallied 
in the second half they never 
led. Senior guard Drew Lehman 
came up huge for the Bulldogs, 
scoring a career high 38 points.
 Eight teams made the GLIAC 
tournament, and in the fi rst 
round playing at home Ferris 
State beat Ashland 79-67. 
Ferris State dominated defen-
sively, holding Ashland to only 
38.1% shooting from the fi eld.

 Aft er advancing to the semi-
fi nals, Ferris State made a state-
ment with a blowout win against 
Walsh 81-65. Th e Bulldogs were 
on a mission defensively, hold-
ing Walsh to only 27 points in 
the fi rst half, and 36.7% shoot-
ing in the game. Ferris State 
had a balanced scoring attack 
in the game, with four play-
ers fi nishing in double digits.
 Although the Bulldogs like-
ly would have gained a bid 
to the Division II National 
Championship Tournament 
without winning the GLIAC 
tournament, the victory made 
their bid automatic. Ferris State 
earned a fi ve-seed in the tour-
nament, and their opponent 
in the fi rst round was a famil-
iar foe: Lake Superior State.
 Ferris State lost in the fi rst 
round to LSSU in overtime, 
78-69. Th e Bulldogs had a fi ve 
point lead with 47 seconds 
remaining, but late game hero-
ics by Lakers’ junior forward 
Jake Blake and a dominant 
press by the Lakers defense 
forced the game into over-
time where LSSU dominated.
 It was a successful campaign 
for Ferris State, as the team fi n-
ished 23-9 on the year, and made 
it to the NCAA tournament 
for the fi rst time since 2011. 
Although the season ended in 

gut-wrenching fashion, there is 
reason for optimism next year 
with three starters from this sea-
son returning.
 Th e Dawgs reeled off  16 con-
secutive wins to open the regular 
season, including a beating of 
Division I Bowling Green State.
 A late season slump to the 
tune of a fi ve-game losing 
streak ended Ferris State’s bid 
for a regular season confer-
ence title, but the tourna-
ment proved all they needed.
 Th is marks the third time a 
Ferris team lost an encore per-
formance in the Division II 
NCAA Tournament this year.
 Football defeated Ohio 
Dominican in what was 
widely viewed as the winner-
take-all midseason game, 
and then subsequently lost in 
the fi rst round of the NCAA 
tournament to the Ohio 
Dominican Panthers at home.
 In a more strikingly similar 
fashion, the Volleyball team 
defeated Grand Valley State in 
Allendale to win the GLIAC tour-
nament, and then was matched 
with the Lakers again for the fi rst 
round of the NCAA tournament.
 Th e Lakers again hosted the 
contest where Ferris was unable 
to come out on top in repeat 
fashion. 

2015 GLIAC Tourney Champs

Four All-GLIAC Players

23-9 Overall Record

16-6 Conference Record

16-Game Winning Streak

Home Attendance Avg: 1,096

Points Per Game: 76.8

Field Goal Percentage: 45.5

3-Point Percentage: 35.1

Free Throw Percentage: 66.4

SPORTS                           11
 FERRIS STATE TORCH                           March 18, 2015

Gone Sweeping
FSU advances to WCHA Final Five
Keith Salowich
Sports Editor

 In the longest game in Fer-
ris history, the Dawgs punched 
their ticket to St. Paul and the 
WCHA Final Five with a triple-
overtime thriller ended on a 
shot tipped by Kyle Schempp.
 The Dawgs won the fi rst game 
of the best of three series against 
Bemidji State 4-1, then endured 
the third-longest game in WCHA 
history before sophomore for-
ward Kyle Schempp was able 
to drive the fi nal nail into the 
Beavers’ coffi n to win 3-2 in 
triple overtime in game two.
 In the fi rst game, Ferris State 
took the lead midway through the 
fi rst period and refused to surren-
der it, as freshman forward Zach 
Szajner was able to fi nd twine 
with the help of fellow freshmen 
Andrew Mayer and Mitch Ma-
loney, who both earned assists.
 This score would hold un-
til late in the second period, 
where the Bulldogs scored a 
pair of quick goals. The fi rst 
came off the stick of sopho-
more defenseman Ryan Lowney 
at the 15:07 mark, and sopho-
more forward Gerald Mayhew 
scored the second goal of the 
period just over two minutes 
later to put the Dawgs ahead 3-0.
 Bemidji State was fi nally able 
to get on the board early in the 
third period, when Gerry Fitzger-
land took advantage of a power 
play to cut the Ferris State lead 
to 3-1, but it proved to be too lit-
tle and too late for the Beavers.
 The Bulldogs iced the vic-

tory when junior forward 
Kenny Babinski added a late 
goal on an empty net to give 
the Dawgs the 4-1 victory.
 Game two told a different story, 
as the Beavers had an answer for 
each Bulldog goal in regulation. 
Freshman defenseman Andrew 
Dorantes scored the fi rst goal of 
the game on a power play for the 
Bulldogs late in the fi rst period, 
but BSU’s Graeme McCormack 
responded halfway through the 
second period to knot it up 1-1.
 That score would hold until 
the 6:00 mark of the third period, 
when Babinski assisted on a goal 
by senior forward Justin Buzzeo 
to put the Dawgs up by one in 
the fi nal period of regulation.
 The Beavers would not go 
down without a fi ght as BSU’s 
Brendan Harms netted a goal 
to tie the game once again and 
pushed the game to overtime.
 The fi rst two overtime periods 
were scoreless, thus forcing a 
third supplementary period. Af-
ter an exhausting four hours and 
23 minutes since the game had 
begun, the Bulldogs were fi nally 
able to claim the victory when 
Schempp tipped in the win-
ning goal. Lowney and junior 
forward Matt Robertson were 
credited with assists in the goal 
that decided the 3-2 outcome.
 Senior goaltender CJ 
Motte earned 48 saves in the 
marathon contest, and accu-
mulated a total of 69 saves 
over the length of the series.
 Penalties proved to be costly 
for the Beavers, who surren-
dered two goals on Bulldog 

Final Five faceoff
Bulldogs will fi ght for WCHA crown and NCAA bid

Photo By: Michael A. Corn | Photographer

Sophomore forward Chad McDonald has helped to earn the Bulldogs a spot in the WCHA Final Five.

Keith Salowich
Sports Editor

 Following a thrilling triple 
overtime victory that sealed the 
series for the Bulldogs against 
Bemidji State, the Dawgs will 
head to St. Paul, Minnesota 
to clash with No. 2 Minne-
sota State and other surviv-
ing WCHA powerhouses.
 Th e Bulldogs were the only 
travelling team and underdog 
able to advance to the WCHA 
Final Five, which will take 
place this weekend and will de-
cide the conference champion.
 In addition to potentially hang-
ing another banner in Ewigleben 
Arena, the Bulldogs could also 
earn themselves an automatic 
bid into the NCAA Tournament 

with a pair of wins against top-
tier WCHA talent this weekend.
 Th e Bulldogs have already 
met with Minnesota State four 
times this season, all of which 
ended in the Mavericks favor.
 When the Bulldogs hosted the 
Mavericks back in early January, 
Minnesota State held the Dawgs 
to just one goal in both games, 
winning 2-1 followed by 3-1.
 Just two weeks later, the Bull-
dogs travelled to play the Mav-
ericks and were once again re-
stricted to a single goal in both 
matchups. Th e Mavericks took 
both games in the series 5-1.
 Ferris State will face a similar 
environment as they did when 
playing at MSU this weekend. 
Droves of Maverick fans are 
likely to crowd the Xcel Energy 

Center, as the tournament is be-
ing held less than 100 miles from 
the Verizon Wireless Center, 
which the Mavericks call home.
 Th ough previous meetings 
saw the Bulldogs struggle, Ferris 
State has been hammering down 
the throttle at the right time 
of the season, as they’ve gone 
7-1-1 in their past nine games.
 If the Bulldogs were to ad-
vance past Minnesota State, 
they would take on the vic-
tor of the Michigan Tech and 
Bowling Green game for the 
conference championship.
 Ferris State will begin their 
weekend against Minnesota State 
on March 20. Th e puck will drop 
at 8:37 p.m. in St. Paul, Minn.

HOCKEY

See WCHA on Page 12
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winning 2-1 followed by 3-1.
 Just two weeks later, the Bull-
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stricted to a single goal in both 
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both games in the series 5-1.
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likely to crowd the Xcel Energy 
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ing held less than 100 miles from 
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 Th ough previous meetings 
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of the season, as they’ve gone 
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Bulldogs beat down Bemidji to 
advance to WCHA Final Five

HOCKEY

Senior Spotlight
Six seniors will be missed next season

Photo By: Michael A. Corn | Photographer

Senior goal tender, CJ Motte, embraces his mother into a hug on senior night.

Keith Salowich
Sports Editor

 Ferris State goaltender 
CJ Motte has had quite the 
career between the pipes 
for the Bulldogs, and fellow 
seniors Jason Binkley, Justin 
Buzzeo, Ruben Medrano, Dom 
Panetta and Travis White have 
left  a lasting impact as well.
 Motte recently set the Ferris 
State record for most wins of 
any tender in Bulldog hockey 
history. In his last regular sea-
son game in a Ferris State jersey, 
Motte recorded his 64th career 
win in shutout fashion against 
the Lake Superior State Lakers 
on March 7. Motte stopped all 
24 shots the Lakers sent his 
way in a 3-0 victory at LSSU.
 “It feels pretty good. We have 
had a lot of really good goalten-
ders go through our program so 
to have the most wins out of them 
feels pretty good,” said Motte. 
“Th e shutout was just a bonus. 
I just go out there every game 
and try to give my team a chance 
to win and it just happened.”
 Th e shutout against LSSU 
was Motte’s 15th in his career 
and his 5th of the season. 

 During the seniors’ fi rst 
season, the Bulldogs made 
it to the NCAA Frozen Four 
Championship and fell to Boston 
College in a 4-1 loss. None of the 
then-freshmen were able to make 
much of a splash in the game, 
but Motte remembers it well.
 “It was a good experience to 
see what it takes to make it that far 
and to watch how Taylor Nelson 
handled it and learn how to better 
approach the game.” Said Motte.
 Th e observant class of 2015 
soaked up all they could from the 
upperclassmen that led the charge 
deep into the postseason during 
that tremendous season, but the 
following year was a major step 
back from the previous height.
 Th e Bulldogs posted a per-
fectly middling overall record of 
16-16-5, and fared only slight-
ly better in conference, going 
13-12-3 and being bounced from 
the conference tournament in 
the fi rst round during the 2012-
13 season. Despite the decline 
in team performance, Binkley 
established himself as an excellent 
wingman, as he dealt 18 assists, 
which led the team that year.
 Th e following season marked 
the fi rst for the Bulldogs as a 
Western Collegiate Hockey 
Association team, as they were 
previously a part of the Central 
Collegiate Hockey Association 
before the conference realign-
ment. Th e Dawgs fi nished with 
an overall record of 29-11-
3 in the 2013-14 campaign.
 During that season, Motte 
posted his best numbers, includ-
ing a record of 28-9-3 while 
maintaining a goals against 
average of 2.17 and a .928 save 

percentage. Motte was nomi-
nated for the Hobey Baker 
Award, which is given to the 
top player in collegiate hockey 
for his eff orts. Buzzeo’s stats 
also jumped off  the page that 
year, as he was among the team 
leaders in both goals and assists 
with 14 and 18 respectively.
 In a 2014-2015 season that 
has yet to come to an end, 
Ferris State was off ered a spot 
in the historic Great Lakes 
Invitational held in Joe Louis 
Arena. Although the Bulldogs 
were beaten in both games at the 
Joe, it just added to the amaz-
ing memories that these seniors 
have collected over the years. 
 Th e winningest goalie in 
Ferris State history, and presum-
ably the rest of the seniors, had 
only kind words to say about 
the loyal fans that have sup-
ported the team throughout 
the seniors’ years spent repre-
senting the Bulldogs on the ice.
 “Th ank you for supporting 
us for our last four years. You 
guys are the best fans in col-
lege hockey and there’s nothing 
like skating onto the ice hav-
ing the Dawg Pound cheer-
ing and chanting,” Motte said.
 Th e Bulldogs are current-
ly in the second round of the 
WCHA playoff s, and will play 
the top-seeded Minnesota State 
Mavericks in hopes of keep-
ing their NCAA Tournament 
dreams alive. Th e seniors, along 
with the rest of the Bulldogs, 
will travel to St. Paul, Minn. to 
reach the Xcel Energy Center for 
a game time of 8:37 p.m.  

power plays in game two, in-
cluding the decisive goal in the 
third period of overtime. Mean-
while, the Bulldog penalty kill 
unit held fi rm by successfully 
killing off all six of the team’s 
penalties in the second game.
 After rolling through Bemidji 
State, the Bulldogs have secured 
their spot in the WCHA’s Final 
Five Championship. They will 
begin the tournament by taking 

on Minnesota State, and if they 
are able to secure the win, they 
would take on either Michigan 
Tech or Bowling Green for the 
conference championship.
 The Bulldogs will be taking 
on Minnesota State for the fi fth 
time this season, and the puck 
will drop at 8:37 p.m. on March 
20.
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feels pretty good,” said Motte. 
“Th e shutout was just a bonus. 
I just go out there every game 
and try to give my team a chance 
to win and it just happened.”
 Th e shutout against LSSU 
was Motte’s 15th in his career 
and his 5th of the season. 

 During the seniors’ fi rst 
season, the Bulldogs made 
it to the NCAA Frozen Four 
Championship and fell to Boston 
College in a 4-1 loss. None of the 
then-freshmen were able to make 
much of a splash in the game, 
but Motte remembers it well.
 “It was a good experience to 
see what it takes to make it that far 
and to watch how Taylor Nelson 
handled it and learn how to better 
approach the game.” Said Motte.
 Th e observant class of 2015 
soaked up all they could from the 
upperclassmen that led the charge 
deep into the postseason during 
that tremendous season, but the 
following year was a major step 
back from the previous height.
 Th e Bulldogs posted a per-
fectly middling overall record of 
16-16-5, and fared only slight-
ly better in conference, going 
13-12-3 and being bounced from 
the conference tournament in 
the fi rst round during the 2012-
13 season. Despite the decline 
in team performance, Binkley 
established himself as an excellent 
wingman, as he dealt 18 assists, 
which led the team that year.
 Th e following season marked 
the fi rst for the Bulldogs as a 
Western Collegiate Hockey 
Association team, as they were 
previously a part of the Central 
Collegiate Hockey Association 
before the conference realign-
ment. Th e Dawgs fi nished with 
an overall record of 29-11-
3 in the 2013-14 campaign.
 During that season, Motte 
posted his best numbers, includ-
ing a record of 28-9-3 while 
maintaining a goals against 
average of 2.17 and a .928 save 

percentage. Motte was nomi-
nated for the Hobey Baker 
Award, which is given to the 
top player in collegiate hockey 
for his eff orts. Buzzeo’s stats 
also jumped off  the page that 
year, as he was among the team 
leaders in both goals and assists 
with 14 and 18 respectively.
 In a 2014-2015 season that 
has yet to come to an end, 
Ferris State was off ered a spot 
in the historic Great Lakes 
Invitational held in Joe Louis 
Arena. Although the Bulldogs 
were beaten in both games at the 
Joe, it just added to the amaz-
ing memories that these seniors 
have collected over the years. 
 Th e winningest goalie in 
Ferris State history, and presum-
ably the rest of the seniors, had 
only kind words to say about 
the loyal fans that have sup-
ported the team throughout 
the seniors’ years spent repre-
senting the Bulldogs on the ice.
 “Th ank you for supporting 
us for our last four years. You 
guys are the best fans in col-
lege hockey and there’s nothing 
like skating onto the ice hav-
ing the Dawg Pound cheer-
ing and chanting,” Motte said.
 Th e Bulldogs are current-
ly in the second round of the 
WCHA playoff s, and will play 
the top-seeded Minnesota State 
Mavericks in hopes of keep-
ing their NCAA Tournament 
dreams alive. Th e seniors, along 
with the rest of the Bulldogs, 
will travel to St. Paul, Minn. to 
reach the Xcel Energy Center for 
a game time of 8:37 p.m.  

power plays in game two, in-
cluding the decisive goal in the 
third period of overtime. Mean-
while, the Bulldog penalty kill 
unit held fi rm by successfully 
killing off all six of the team’s 
penalties in the second game.
 After rolling through Bemidji 
State, the Bulldogs have secured 
their spot in the WCHA’s Final 
Five Championship. They will 
begin the tournament by taking 

on Minnesota State, and if they 
are able to secure the win, they 
would take on either Michigan 
Tech or Bowling Green for the 
conference championship.
 The Bulldogs will be taking 
on Minnesota State for the fi fth 
time this season, and the puck 
will drop at 8:37 p.m. on March 
20.
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Sports 
Shorts

Marshall Scheldt
Sports Editor

 Tennis heads south
 Both the Ferris State men’s and women’s tennis 
teams took shelter from the cold during spring break. 
 Th e teams headed down to Florida to play fi ve matches 
each. Th e men’s squad beat Eckerd College 6-3 and took out 
St. Th omas Aquinas 7-2 the following day before falling to 
Northern Illinois 4-0 in late aft ernoon play last Monday. Th e 
team also lost 8-1 last Tuesday to Rollins College before fi nishing 
their trip with a 7-2 victory over Florida Southern on Th ursday. 
 Th e men are currently 7-4 on the season and will 
travel to Kalamazoo to play Western Michigan today.
 Th e women beat Eckerd 9-0, and followed it with 
another win against Minnesota State in an 8-1 victory. 
Th e team also lost to Rollins 8-1, but followed by fi nish-
ing strong with two victories over Southern Indiana and 
Florida Southern by scores of 8-1 and 6-3 respectively.
 Th e women’s team has a break until March 31 where they 
will travel to Davenport to take on the Panthers.
 Soft ball plays 17 games in 7 days
 Th e Ferris State soft ball team started off  
their spring break in Florida with a 4-3 loss to 
Southern New Hampshire on Friday, March 6th.
 Th e team played 17 games on their trip down south at the 
National Training Center in Clermont, Fla. Th e Bulldogs 
left  the sunshine state with a (5-12) record on the trip. 
 Th e Dawgs left  with victories against West Liberty University, 
Bentley University, West Virginia Weslayan, Urbana (Ohio) 
and Minnesota St. Moorhead during their time in Florida.  
 Ferris State is currently 5-18 on the season and will trav-
el to Grand Rapids for a doubleheader against Davenport 
University next Th ursday. 
 Lehman named top fi ve in Midwest
  Senior guard Drew Lehman of the Bulldogs’ 
men’s basketball team was recently recognized 
as one of the best players in the Midwest, as his name 
was added to the Daktronics All-Region First Team.
 Lehman, who started in every game for the Bulldogs 
this year, averaged 18.3 points per game and posted twice 
as many assists as he did turnovers this season. Th e stand-
out senior also led the team in minutes played, assists per 
game and free throw percentage, among other categories.
 Only two other GLIAC athletes were chosen alongside 
Lehman for the fi rst team, and now Lehman and the rest of 
the athletes recognized will be eligible for selection into the 
Daktronics All-America team, which will be announced in 
the near future aft er the national ballot.

Top Dawg

Photo courtesy of FSU Photo Services

Sophomore forward, Kyle Schempp, helped the Bulldog Hockey team advance on to the WCHA Final Five Championship.

Jimmy Demery
Ferris State Torch

 Sophomore forward Kyle 
Schempp scored a game win-
ning goal in triple overtime 
against Bemidji State to not 
only win the game, but to send 
the Bulldogs to the WCHA 
Final Five Championship, 
and for that he earns this 
week’s Top Dawg honors.

 Schempp fi nally sent the 
crowd home aft er almost four 
and a half hours, the longest 
game in school history and the 
3rd longest in WCHA history, 
according to their records.
 Th e goal caps a success-
ful year for Schempp, who 
now has ten goals and six 
assists for 16 points on the 
season, one of the high-
est totals on the team. 

 It was shaping up to be a 
slightly disappointing year for 
the Bulldogs, but they have 
rebounded nicely, boasting 
a 7-1-1 record in their past 
nine games. Th e Dawgs will 
look to continue their recent 
success as they advance to 
play top-seeded Minnesota 
State in the championship.

LIKE 
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FACEBOOK
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“A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his infl uence stops.”
-Henry Adams

Getting ink
Harrison Watt
Editor-in-Chief

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

 I’ve never wanted to ink up, but 
recent events have put me in a mood 
where I’m less afraid of how my mom is 
going to react (Sorry Tracey).
 Growing up, the idea of getting a tat-
too was kind of like getting a motorcyle, 
or not really socially acceptable.
 I grew up suburban Birmingham 
(Cue the eye rolling), in the magical 
land of polo shirts, 16 year old’s with 
Range Rovers and country clubs on 
every corner.
 If you ever get to hear me talk about 
Birmingham, you’ll hear a great deal of 
disdain in my tone. I was in the wrong 
place. Sure, I was blessed to be there, 
but it sheltered me from a lot.
 So when I went to visit a friend over 
break, I had a few life-changing revela-
tions.
 Disclaimer: No, I’m not going to be 
a dad (anytime soon), unlike some sto-
ries I’ve heard already.
 I discovered I mope a lot, or at least 
have been for a long time. It’s kind of an 
annoying trait.
 Through this and other less impor-
tant events, I discovered I am now seri-
ously interested in getting a tattoo. 
 I know plenty of people with tattoos, 
including one with Amy Winehouse’s 
likeness on his....derriere.
 I always believed that if I was going 
to get one, it would be for a reason that 
I wanted something with me perma-
nently.
 My parents told me the horror stories 
of tattoos gone wrong, I saw them in 
popular culture (See: NO RAGRETS, 
Know what I’m sayin’?) and most impor-
tantly I was deterred by my upbringing.
 A few profound words stuck out and 
have since ceased the moping, despite 
the fact that some challenging moments 
have risen in that time. That’s how you 
get an idea for a well-done tattoo.
 I believe in a tattoo for the right 
reasons. I believe in a tastefully placed 
tattoo (See four paragraphs above). It’s 
good something permanent like this 
came to fruition. It’s a great practice of 
commitment.

Th e madness is real
Th e beginning of March Madness is here
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here people, a time of pure joy 
and jubiliation.”
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How many brackets did you fi ll out this season? Marhsall Scheldt’s bracketology will have you swooning.

 It is the most wonder-
ful time of the year, people.
 And I know you’re prob-
ably saying, “This guy needs to 
check his calendar, Christmas 
was three months ago.” 
 Believe it or not, I am fully 
aware that the holiday season is 
long-gone. I’m talking about a 
month long holiday here people, 
a time of pure joy and jubilation.
 That’s right; March Madness 
is upon us ladies and gentlemen.
 Whether you’re black, white, 
yellow, red, orange, blue, sea-
foam green, or chartreuse you 
probably know what March 
Madness is. But for those of you 
who have been living under a 
rock for your whole natural-born 
lives, here’s a quick description:
 It is a 68 team tournament 
that eventually decides who 
is the best NCAA Division I 

college basketball team.
 The glory of the whole thing 
comes from the fact that it gives 
68 teams the chance (sometimes 
a very slim chance) to be crowned 
the best college basketball team 
in the nation. Teams that most 
people have never heard of, 
like the Belmont Bruins, the 
North Florida Ospreys, and the 
Coastal Carolina Chanticleers 
have the opportunity to prove 
themselves against powerhous-
es like Duke and Kentucky. 
The chance that these small-
er schools have of winning is 
slim-to-none, but believe me, 
stranger things have happened.
 In 2011, a No. 11 seed 
Virginia Commonwealth 

University team made it all the 
way to the final four, after beat-
ing the No. 1 seed and heavy 
favorite Kansas Jayhawks in the 
elite eight. The VCU Rams then 
butted heads with not another 
No. 1 seed, a No. 3 seed, but 
a No. 8 seed Butler Bulldogs 
team in the semifinal game. 
VCU lost to Butler, who then 
lost to the No. 3 seed University 
of Connecticut Huskies in the 
National Championship game. 
 The fact that the No. 11 seed 
can make it that far to prove 
that they are one of the top four 
teams in the nation should strike 
a chord at how incredibly insane 
March Madness really is. VCU is 
what analysts call a “Cinderella 
team.” There’s one basically every 
year; last year there were two. 
 In 2014 a No. 8 team 
played a No. 7 team in the 

Marshall Scheldt
Ferris State Torch

See MADNESS on page 15
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Nick Larson
Sophomore, Pharmacy & Science

“What did you do for Spring Break?”
“I tried watching the Lord of the Rings Trilogy, but only got through the fi rst one. I stayed at the Soaring Eagle 
Casino and Resort for two nights and went to the Casino and won $25. I celebrated a friend’s birthday. I’ve also been 
working on building a website and tools to update a website.”

Faces of Ferris

National Championship.
 What I’m saying is, the dance 
is pure insanity. There is only 
one way to go through the whole 
experience though, and that’s by 
filling out a bracket (or fifty).
 You might want to watch 
Bracketology on ESPN before 
guessing the outcome of 64 
games, but you can also do it 
on a whim because so much 
crazy shit goes down dur-
ing the dance. But the thrill is 
unreal when you pick a 12 seed 
who you have never heard of 
to beat a 5 seed who makes 
the tournament every year; and 
it actually happens. Which, 
oddly enough, is quite often.
 “Since 1990, at least one No. 12 
seed has upset a No. 5 seed in the 

Round of 64 every year except 
2000 and 2007.” According to 
International Business Times . 
 Now I don’t condone gam-
bling, but if you want to enter 
a friendly pool between you 
and your friends, it adds a little 
more excitement to the tour-
nament. You can also go on 
plenty of sports websites and 
fill out brackets to win money. 
 The only problem with the 
dance is that there are too many 
games playing at the same 
time. But of course modern 
technology has surpassed that 
dilemma. This year, me and 
my roommates plan on putting 
all four televisions in our liv-
ing room on different games. 
I suggest you all do the same.

 Now I might get a little too 
excited for the tournament, but 
I know there are many other 
people out there like me. Their 
dads may not have let them skip 
school the first day of the tour-
nament every year like mine 
did, but tons of people love it 
and it makes sense why they do.
 So instead of telling you to get 
off your ass and do something. 
I’m going to tell you to get ON 
your ass, fill out some brackets, 
grab every TV you own, and 
watch some damn basketball. 
For a month. Trust me, it’ll be 
worth every minute.

Spring break is over
How to get back into gear

 If you’re like me, you find 
it hard adjusting back to 
your class schedule after 
your glorious Spring Break. 
 For a whole week, I got used 
to sleeping in until noon and 
playing video games all day 
without a care or worry in the 
world. But then, it got to Sunday. 
And I realized that I have a lot 
of work that needs to be done.
 We were shown the Promised 
Land. We were shown how 
life is outside of college. We 
were shown hope. And that 
hope was shattered on Sunday 
night when we all realized 
that school was waiting for us.
 Now that classes are back, we 
won’t be able to sleep all day and 
play Dragon Age for Playstation 
all night. That’s a real bummer. 
 Have no fear because as 
usual, I’m here to help. What 
I have here is a list of simple 
ways to get back on track to 
survive the rest of the semester.
 To get back in the groove of 
things, start by dusting off your 
alarm clock. You’re going to need 
this. Alarm clocks are devices 
that wake you up at an alarm-
ing time (hence, the name). 
 Another thing you need to do 
is stock up on coffee or black tea. 
These substances help you feel 
awake when you shouldn’t be. 

 Remember when I told you to 
set an alarm? Set another one. 
With my personal experience, 
I sleep through my alarm every 
day. So I set two. One wakes 
me up and one gets me going. 
 Realize that Spring Break is 
over. I know, you must think 
this is a joke. But it isn’t. Spring 
Break is over and it’s not com-
ing back for another year. 
Thankfully, the spring weather 
is here to stay (I hope) so walk-
ing to class won’t be like hik-
ing through Antarctica. So get 
those flip-flops and shorts out!
 Exercise. I know this is a weird 
thing to have here, but it’s impor-
tant to be happy and feel good 
about yourselves. Remember, 
exercise produces endorphins 
and endorphins make you happy. 
Happy people just don’t feel down 
about school. They just don’t.
 Don’t go to class. Take an extra 
day or two to build up your 
spirit. Now before you actually 
do that, don’t tell your profes-
sor “that writer for The Torch 
told me to skip class!” It’s not 
like I’m holding you at gun-
point and demanding that you 
drop out of college. Plus, I’m a 
bowl of terrible ideas, so don’t 
take anything I say seriously.
 All jokes aside, it’s hard to 
adjust to school after a week-
long break. Your best bet is to set 
your alarms, get lots of caffeine 
and soldier through the rest of 
the semester. It’ll be over in no 
time.

Photo Courtesy of mctcampus.com

Students come back from spring break and hit the books to fi nish out the year strong,

Dylan Peters
Opinions Editor

MADNESS from Page 14

March Madness is back again

CONTACT THE OPINIONS EDITOR DYLAN PETERS 

AT DPETERS3971@GMAIL.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND SHARE 

YOUR OPINION WITH THE WHOLE CAMPUS! 
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played a No. 7 team in the 

Marshall Scheldt
Ferris State Torch

See MADNESS on page 15
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Nick Larson
Sophomore, Pharmacy & Science

“What did you do for Spring Break?”
“I tried watching the Lord of the Rings Trilogy, but only got through the fi rst one. I stayed at the Soaring Eagle 
Casino and Resort for two nights and went to the Casino and won $25. I celebrated a friend’s birthday. I’ve also been 
working on building a website and tools to update a website.”

Faces of Ferris

National Championship.
 What I’m saying is, the dance 
is pure insanity. There is only 
one way to go through the whole 
experience though, and that’s by 
filling out a bracket (or fifty).
 You might want to watch 
Bracketology on ESPN before 
guessing the outcome of 64 
games, but you can also do it 
on a whim because so much 
crazy shit goes down dur-
ing the dance. But the thrill is 
unreal when you pick a 12 seed 
who you have never heard of 
to beat a 5 seed who makes 
the tournament every year; and 
it actually happens. Which, 
oddly enough, is quite often.
 “Since 1990, at least one No. 12 
seed has upset a No. 5 seed in the 

Round of 64 every year except 
2000 and 2007.” According to 
International Business Times . 
 Now I don’t condone gam-
bling, but if you want to enter 
a friendly pool between you 
and your friends, it adds a little 
more excitement to the tour-
nament. You can also go on 
plenty of sports websites and 
fill out brackets to win money. 
 The only problem with the 
dance is that there are too many 
games playing at the same 
time. But of course modern 
technology has surpassed that 
dilemma. This year, me and 
my roommates plan on putting 
all four televisions in our liv-
ing room on different games. 
I suggest you all do the same.

 Now I might get a little too 
excited for the tournament, but 
I know there are many other 
people out there like me. Their 
dads may not have let them skip 
school the first day of the tour-
nament every year like mine 
did, but tons of people love it 
and it makes sense why they do.
 So instead of telling you to get 
off your ass and do something. 
I’m going to tell you to get ON 
your ass, fill out some brackets, 
grab every TV you own, and 
watch some damn basketball. 
For a month. Trust me, it’ll be 
worth every minute.

Spring break is over
How to get back into gear

 If you’re like me, you find 
it hard adjusting back to 
your class schedule after 
your glorious Spring Break. 
 For a whole week, I got used 
to sleeping in until noon and 
playing video games all day 
without a care or worry in the 
world. But then, it got to Sunday. 
And I realized that I have a lot 
of work that needs to be done.
 We were shown the Promised 
Land. We were shown how 
life is outside of college. We 
were shown hope. And that 
hope was shattered on Sunday 
night when we all realized 
that school was waiting for us.
 Now that classes are back, we 
won’t be able to sleep all day and 
play Dragon Age for Playstation 
all night. That’s a real bummer. 
 Have no fear because as 
usual, I’m here to help. What 
I have here is a list of simple 
ways to get back on track to 
survive the rest of the semester.
 To get back in the groove of 
things, start by dusting off your 
alarm clock. You’re going to need 
this. Alarm clocks are devices 
that wake you up at an alarm-
ing time (hence, the name). 
 Another thing you need to do 
is stock up on coffee or black tea. 
These substances help you feel 
awake when you shouldn’t be. 

 Remember when I told you to 
set an alarm? Set another one. 
With my personal experience, 
I sleep through my alarm every 
day. So I set two. One wakes 
me up and one gets me going. 
 Realize that Spring Break is 
over. I know, you must think 
this is a joke. But it isn’t. Spring 
Break is over and it’s not com-
ing back for another year. 
Thankfully, the spring weather 
is here to stay (I hope) so walk-
ing to class won’t be like hik-
ing through Antarctica. So get 
those flip-flops and shorts out!
 Exercise. I know this is a weird 
thing to have here, but it’s impor-
tant to be happy and feel good 
about yourselves. Remember, 
exercise produces endorphins 
and endorphins make you happy. 
Happy people just don’t feel down 
about school. They just don’t.
 Don’t go to class. Take an extra 
day or two to build up your 
spirit. Now before you actually 
do that, don’t tell your profes-
sor “that writer for The Torch 
told me to skip class!” It’s not 
like I’m holding you at gun-
point and demanding that you 
drop out of college. Plus, I’m a 
bowl of terrible ideas, so don’t 
take anything I say seriously.
 All jokes aside, it’s hard to 
adjust to school after a week-
long break. Your best bet is to set 
your alarms, get lots of caffeine 
and soldier through the rest of 
the semester. It’ll be over in no 
time.

Photo Courtesy of mctcampus.com

Students come back from spring break and hit the books to fi nish out the year strong,

Dylan Peters
Opinions Editor

MADNESS from Page 14

March Madness is back again
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The bitter cold 
2015 brought biting cold in contrast to 2014’s endless snow

Lyndzi Sakowski
Ferris State Torch

 “Michigan, get your life to-
gether!” Have you ever found 
yourself saying this? Chances are 
you’re not the only one. Michi-
gan’s weather this year until re-
cently has been nothing short 
of unpredictable, sporadic, and 
downright ridiculous. Folks will 
attribute this to a quirk about 
Michigan, nothing too serious.  
Sorry to spill the beans guys, but 
Michigan is not unique in this 
light. There is actually some-
thing fundamentally wrong 

going on in the atmosphere. 
 Climate change, climate shift, 
global warming; these are words 
that you have most likely heard, 
especially recently. Global warm-
ing may sound wrong with the 
sub-zero temperatures recently, 
but the term refers to the atmo-
sphere’s overall rise in tempera-
ture. This results in higher pre-
cipitation levels, more extreme 
storms and floods, tampered 
rainfall patterns, and melting 
ice caps and glaciers. Basically, 
the weather was pissed off. Here 
are some things to consider:
 According to the German 
Renewable Energy Indus-

try Institute, CO2 emissions 
have risen by 40 percent since 
1990. When fossil fuels, like 
carbon, are burned they cre-
ate extra greenhouse gases. 
 Greenhouse gases already 
exist and help maintain heat, 
but with extra, too much heat 
is trapped and abnormally in-
creases global temperatures.
 According to NASA, most 
climate scientists concur that 
the main cause of climate 
change is human expansion 
of the “greenhouse effect.” 
 There is no doubt that these 
happenstances are destruc-
tive to the atmosphere. Things 

could continue to get worse, 
which is no small consequence 
in the slightest. However, if you 
find yourself moved or want-
ing to make a difference, here 
are some suggestions to re-
duce your “carbon footprint.”
 Walk whenever you can in-
stead of driving. Transpor-
tation amounts to 28% of 
greenhouse gas emissions, ac-
cording to the EPA. Get that ex-
ercise in and reduce emissions.
 Savor energy: shut that light 
off! Even if electricity is already 
paid for, it is still burning fos-
sil fuels. Remember, coal is the 
main source of energy for houses.

 Learn more. Do research. A 
good place to start is the library. 
Or, look at NASA’s website. 
Check out their article, “Climate 
Change: How do we know?” They 
have a lot of good things to say. 
 Whether or not you acknowl-
edge climate change, this article 
still is just meant to provide in-
sight on why the weather has 
been a shit show, and why it 
may continue to escalate un-
less something is done. Re-
member guys, stay informed, 
stay warm and stay classy.
 Lyndzi Sakowski is a junior in 
social work from Saginaw, Mich-
igan.
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Patrick Patterson clears the sidewalks on Monday, Feb. 2, 2015, in front of the Parkhurst Apartments in Detroit’s West Village after a snow storm dumped more than a foot on the city and surrounding areas since Sunday. Photo was taken on 

February 2, 2015.
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