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Skype-King for President
Bersano wins student government election from overseas

See Bellavance on Page 3

Mari Ann Loucks
Ferris State Torch

Via Skype from Germa-
ny, Wayne Bersano was in-
troduced as the new Stu-
dent Government President. 
 Bersano is a sophomore in 
the Resort and Hospitality Man-
agement program and has been 
studying abroad. Even though it 
was 1:00 am in Germany, Ber-
sano was present at the meet-
ing on his campaign manag-
er’s phone, Chauntel Wooten.
 A total of 633 students voted in 
this years Student Government 
presidential election. Th is is over 
a 100 percent increase from the 
272 students who voted last year. 
Bersano won the election with 
379 votes, while his opponent, 
Dylan Carpenter, had 251 votes. 
 “I just want to say thank you 
to everyone who was involved 
in the election,” said Bersano 
from Wooten’s phone screen. “I 
hope everyone is looking for-
ward to next year because we are 
gong to help make Ferris great.”
 Wooten, formerly the Director 
of Internal Assessment, organized 
and executed Bersano’s cam-
paign since he was not present 
on campus during the election. 
 “I want to congratulate 
Wayne Bersano on his victory, 
and Chauntel and [Bersano’s] 

team on all of their hard work,” 
said current Student Govern-
ment President, Andrew Ka-
linowski. “I believe he will do 
an exceptional job and I’m 

very excited to see his team re-
cruit the student body and the 
rest of the general assembly.”
 In terms of the election, Kalin-
owski said, “Both candidates did 

an exceptional job campaigning.”
 Bersano will be inaugurated 
via Skype at the Student Govern-
ment meeting on April 20 meet-
ing. Bersano will start running 

the meetings as president on 
April 27.

Devin Anderson
Ferris State Torch

 Leslie Bellavance has been 
named president of Ferris’ Ken-
dall College of Art and Design.
 Bellavance currently serves 
as dean and director of gradu-
ate programs at the School of 
Art and Design at Alfred Uni-
versity’s New York State Col-
lege of Ceramics. She will 
succeed interim president Oli-
ver Evans offi  cially on July 1.
 Jenelle Grenier, a junior il-
lustration major at KCAD, 

looks forward to having a new 
president. She asked this of Bel-
lavance: “How do you see your 
strengths aligning with KCAD’s 
mission and core themes and 
how would you go about in-
spiring and motivating us 
around a common vision?”
 “When I visited the KCAD 
campus last month,” answered 
Bellavance, “I perceived a com-
mitment on the part of faculty, 
staff  and students to the key 
elements of the KCAD mis-
sion of developing leadership 
in art, design, art history and 

art education as well as pro-
viding learning experiences 
that foster individual develop-
ment and civic engagement.”
 “Th is is also a moment for 
KCAD, as a community, to 
look to the future and enhance 
its strengths,” said Bellavance.
 Bellavance explained that, 
as president, she would like 
to initiate a strategic planning 
“conversation” that would take 
place campus-wide. Th at, said 
Bellavance, will focus KCAD 
on a common vision. KCAD’s 
Strategic Planning and Re-

source Council recently dis-
tributed a survey to students 
as the fi rst step in this process.
 Th e position of president 
was chosen by a presidential 
search committee, comprised 
of 12 Kendall faculty and three 
Grand Rapids community mem-
bers. Th e committee formed 
aft er the unexpected resigna-
tion of former KCAD President 
David Rosen in April 2014.
 “[Bellavance] brings a na-
tional reputation, a depth of 
higher education experience and 
an appreciation for the Kendall 

mission of preparing students 
for careers and leadership po-
sitions in a wide range of art 
and design fi elds,” said Ferris 
President David Eisler. “She has 
both the background and skills 
to help advance not just Kend-
all, but the broader arts and de-
sign community in Michigan.”
 Since her appointment, Bel-
lavance has had meetings with 
Eisler and has also met with 
the Ferris President’s Council.
 “I am very impressed with the 
leadership at both KCAD and 
Ferris,” said Bellavance. “My new 

Getting to know Leslie Bellavance
Kendall president begins college’s new ‘conversation

Photo By: Michael A. Corn | Photographer

The newly elected Student Body President for the 2015-2016 school year, Wayne Bersano, accepts over Skype. 
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NEWS BRIEFS
Dylan Peters
Opinions Editor

 Torch moving offi  ces to Alumni building
 Th e Torch offi  ces, which have been house in the student 
recreation center’s room 102 since January 2013, will again be 
moving.
 Th is time, the move is away from the center of campus, to the 
Alumni building in room 011.
 Th e decision came down on March 18 that the Torch would 
be moving offi  ces, but initially it was thought that the Torch 
would me moving into an already occupied space on the third 
fl oor of the Starr Building.
 Eventually on April 10, Rick Kurtz, Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences, handed down his decision to the Torch that 
they would be moving into the space in the lower level of the 
Alumni Building.
 Money Smart Week
 Ferris will be taking part in Money Smart week on Wednes-
day, April 15 from 3-7 p.m. Money Smart is a national aware-
ness campaign designed to help consumers better manage 
their personal fi nances and is open to students and the general 
public. Ferris will be awarding $1,250 in scholarships during 
Money Smart Week.
 Other events hosted during Money Smart week are “Your 
Money – Good Advice!” on Monday, April 20, “Buying a House 
– Th e American Dream” on Tuesday, April 21, “Loan Repay-
ment: Steps for Success” on Wednesday, April 22, “Auto Finance 
101” on Th ursday, April 23, and “Foundations of Investing” on 
Friday, April 24. All events start at 11 a.m. and are repeated at 7 
p.m. in FLITE 240 Reading Room. 
 New board members
 Th e Ferris Alumni Association Board has approved four new 
board members: Judith Collins, historical architect and com-
pliance coordinator of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore; 
Luke Edington, production sports engineer for Gentex; Susan 
Wyckoff  McFarland, with the Social Security Administration 
in Sheridan; and Rick Rolf, with Th rivent Financial in Grand 
Rapids

Living the dream
Author, sports broadcaster and long-distance swimmer 

Diana Nyad will be the keynote speaker for this fall’s Ferris 
Foundation Benefit. In 2013, in her fifth and final attempt, she 
fulfilled her lifelong dream of completing the 110-mile swim 
from Cuba to Florida at the age of 64.

Photo Courtesy of FSU Photo Services

Hill was co-captain of the 2012 Frozen Four Ferris Hockey team and is now director of Hockey Operations at Miami of Ohio.

From on the ice to behind the podium 
Jennifer Corrie
Ferris State Torch

 If you are a Ferris Hockey 
fan, there is an event com-
ing up this Wednesday to 
mark on your calendars. 
 Director of Hockey Opera-

tions for the Miami Redhawks 
and past captain of the 2012 Fer-
ris NCAA Finals hockey team 
Tom Hill will be speaking in 
a presentation, to wrap up the 
Sports Speaker Series of 2015.  
 “Th is semester we had three 
other guest speakers. Each se-
mester we shoot for four guest 

speakers,” said Nathan Wells, 
Student Game Day Manager.
 “Tom will share how he got 
connected with the Sports Com-
munication program: complet-
ing the keystone course- COMM 
389 Sports Communication, 
how he pursued the Masters in 
Sport Studies at Miami on the 

Follow us on 

Twitter 

@fsutorch

See Hill on Page 4

Tom Hill to present in 
sports speaker series
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Come to the
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Celebrate
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position is two-fold; I am presi-
dent of KCAD and vice president 
of Ferris. In these roles I intend 
to strengthen the relationships 
between the two institutions and 
look for opportunities for col-
laboration that will benefi t both.”
 Bellavance received a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts degree summa cum 
laude from Tyler School of Art at 
Temple University in Philadel-
phia as well as a Master of Fine 
Arts degree from the University 
of Chicago. She has 35 years of 
experience in higher education, 
including 24 years with Univer-
sity of Milwaukee-Wisconsin as 
director of graduate studies in 
the Department of Visual Art, 
interim associate dean of the 
of the Peck School of the Arts 

and professor of Visual Arts.
 Bellavance is an artist her-
self, whose work has been 
widely exhibited across the 
United States and Europe. 
For two summers, she taught 
painting at Ox Bow School of 
Art in Saugatuck, Michigan. 
 “It was a great introduction to 
the beauty of western Michigan 
and over the years I have vis-
ited there in the summers,” said 
Bellavance. “I am very excited 
about moving to Grand Rapids.”
 For more information on 
Leslie Bellavance and her art-
work, visit lesliebellavance.com.
 For more information on Ken-
dall College of Art and Design, 
visit kcad.edu.

CONTINUED from Page 1

New Kendall president to be-
gin this July

Photo Courtesy of ferris.edu

Leslie Bellavance, pictured above, will succeed interim president Oliver Evans on July 1.

Photo of  the Week

Photo By: Michael A. Corn | Photographer

Jack Weller, a freshman in Professional Golf Management, gets his golf game going in this beautiful spring weather.
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Best of 
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Awesome Dinners 
Starting at 5pm!
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Burgers: 
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Closed Sunday

Michigan Primary Care Partners welcomes  
Nurse Practitioner Christy Bourdlais, WHNP,  
state certified in women’s health services.    
Christy brings expertise in providing comprehensive, 
specialized care for women’s health issues.

For an appointment call:  
Big Rapids • 231.592.1360 
Reed City • 231.832.1111

Tuesday evening appointments available. 

MPCP Women’s Health Clinic provides services for women of all ages.

Sexual Health • Fitness & Nutrition• Gynecology Care • Depression/Anxiety 
Menstrual Irregularities • STD Screening & Treatment • Contraceptive Planning 
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Women’s Health Clinic  
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advice of his coach Bob Dan-
iels and his academic adviser, 
myself (we both wrote recom-
mendations), and has moved 
from a Master’s student teaching 
skating to a Master’s candidate 
as Director of Hockey Opera-
tions at Miami of Ohio - a pre-
miere DI men’s hockey pro-
gram,” said Dr. Sandy Alspach, 
professor of communication. 
 “Tom represents the best of 
Ferris hockey on two fronts: he 

served as co-captain of his team 
during a national championship 
run, and he has gone on to con-
tribute in the fi eld of men’s ice 
hockey in his graduate studies,” 
said Alspach. “He is also a rep-
resentative of the sports commu-
nication program, showing that 
a student with minor in this area 
can maximize his or her academic 
experience to forward his career.”
 “Tom, being alumni of Ferris 
State and co-captain of the fro-

zen four team we thought would 
be an exciting speaker. It reaches 
to an audience of not just people 
that want to work in sports, but 
to people who enjoy sports and 
are fans of Ferris sports as well,” 
said Wells on the presentation.
 “We hope that attendees will 
take away how a person’s passion 
for his or her sport can be op-
erationalized into a career in the 

fi eld using 
the best 
combina-
tion of 
Ferris aca-
demic op-
p or tu n i -
ties,” said 
A l s p a ch . 
 T h e 
g e n e r a l 
expected 
o u t c o m e 

for this event is between 20 
and 100 people, but both Al-
spach and Wells hope for a great 
turnout on Wednesday night. 
 Th e free presentation will 
take place on Wednesday, April 
15 at 6 p.m. located in IRC 120.
 Ferris Hockey coach Bob 
Daniels will be introducing Tom, 
and there will be a photo op-
portunity aft er the presentation 
with Tom and the second place 
national championship trophy.
 “We are thrilled to host our 
fi rst Sports Speakers Series fea-
ture  speaker who has achieved 
an academic credential in Sports 
Communication from Ferris,” 
said Alspach. “I can think of no 
better example of what we pro-
mote as a Sports Communica-
tion graduate, whether at the 
major or minor level, than Tom 
Hill.”

HILL from Page 2

Former Ferris hockey player to speak today in 
the IRC

Light it up blue

Megan Smith
Ferris State Torch

 Th e Delta Sigma chapter of 
Alpha Xi Delta recently partici-
pated in Light It Up Blue, an Au-
tism Speaks campaign that takes 
place throughout the month of 
April, which is Autism Aware-
ness Month. Blue is the offi  -
cial color for autism awareness
 “[Autism] is an extremely 
common disease that 1 in 68 
children are aff ected with,” said 
Joselyn Dlouhy, junior pre-op-
tometry major, public relations 
vice president and coordina-
tor of the event. “It is necessary 
that people are aware of this to 
increase our quality of interac-
tions with people diagnosed with 
autism. It is also a disease which 
has a wide spectrum of severity 
that most people are unaware of. 
I think awareness is key to im-

prove relations with the autistic.”
 Founded in 2005, Autism 
Speaks is one of the most well-
known organizations for pro-
moting awareness of autism 
spectrum disorder, a neuro-
logical condition that can af-
fect behavior, social skills and 
communication ability. Th ose 
on the autistic spectrum may 
engage in repetitious behaviors 
and speech patterns, be unusu-
ally sensitive to sensory stimuli, 
have diffi  culty recognizing so-
cial cues or verbally express-
ing themselves and a number 
of other diverse symptoms.
 On their website, Autism 
Speaks claims that they have 
become “the world’s lead-
ing autism science and advo-
cacy organization, dedicated 
to funding research into the 
causes, prevention, treatments 
and a cure for autism; increas-
ing awareness of autism spec-
trum disorders; and advocat-
ing for the needs of individuals 
with autism and their families.”
 “I think organizations dealing 
with autism should have autis-
tic people at the forefront of the 
organization and it should be 
to spread awareness about the 
condition itself and to stop fear-
mongering around it,” said Eveli-
na Jones, sophomore English ed-
ucation major, “to normalize it so 
people will accept their children 
instead of being afraid of raising 

See Austism on Page 5

Sandy Alspach
Communication

Alpha Xi Delta celebrates Autism Awareness Month

Photo By: Shelby Soberalski | Photo Editor

The Delta Sigma chapter of Alpha Xi Delta, raised money for Autism Speaks.
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a child on the autistic spectrum. 
I wish that it was promoted 
more in society, that there were 
more autistic characters who 
are labeled autistic and normal-
ized in media representation.”
 Th e national Alpha Xi Delta 
sorority fi rst began its affi  liation 
with Autism Speaks in 2009, 
taking on the organization as its 
offi  cial philanthropic partner.
 “Alpha Xi Delta is a great orga-
nization to support,” said Becca 
Marchetti, freshman social work 
major, “because on top of the 
great sisterhood and the bonds 
we all create with each other, it 
also gives you awesome lead-
ership skills and you get to be 
comfortable with another popu-
lation, like autism. We meet a 
bunch of families with kids that 
have autism. All the parents are 
so resilient to kids being bullied, 
to their kids growing as a per-
son and learning new things.”
 Th is is the 2nd year that FSU’s 
chapter of Alpha Xi Delta hosted 
its own Light It Up Blue event. 
Th is year’s event took place on 
April 12th, featuring the musi-
cal talents of Chas Burtchett, 

an Autism Speaks advocate 
who sings and plays guitar, free 
blue foam glowsticks and Pie 
a Xi, a fundraiser in which stu-
dents could pay $2 to throw 
pies at members of the sorority.
 “I’m super glad that everyone’s 
getting involved with the Pie a 
Xi, because obviously it’s kind 
of messy and it’s not fun to get 
whipped cream in your face,” 
said Marchetti said, “But all the 
proceeds go to a good cause. I’m 
glad a lot of people showed up.”
 According to Dlouhy, Alpha 
Xi Delta raised over $900 for Au-
tism Speaks between the Pie a Xi 
fundraiser and Football FrenXi, 
a fl ag football tournament that 
took place earlier in the day.
 “[My] favorite aspect was get-
ting the community together 
for a great cause and showing 
we care by lighting it up blue,” 
Dlouhy said. “I loved the envi-
ronment being around friends 
and peers listening to live mu-
sic at sunset. It was truly an up-
lift ing event for a great cause.”
 To learn more about Alpha 
Xi Delta at Ferris, visit ferris.al-
phaxidelta.org. 

Photo By: Shelby Soberalski | Photo Editor

Musical talent, Chas Burtchett, came and sang at the Light It Up Blue Event. Burtchett, is on the Autism Spectrum.

AUTISM from Page 4

Alpha Xi Delta is a great orga-
nization to support
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“

One secret I will give away is that there 
may or may not be a celebrity host. 

Shelby Taylor
Ferris State University
See page 16 for story

Founder of  Warped  Tour
Music industry guru Kevin Lyman to speak with students

Hailey Klingel
Ferris State Torch

 What could be better than hun-
dreds of brilliant artists perform-
ing at one venue on the same day?
 That’s exactly what Kevin 
Lyman thought when he created 
the annual Van’s Warped Tour.
 The name “Kevin Lyman” may 
not ring a bell for you all, but I 
bet you’ve heard of Warped Tour. 
 “[Lyman] made his career out 
of learning how to brand [and] 
learning how to put out an idea 
he wanted,” music industry man-
agement junior Olivia Odette 
said. “He used his passion and 
put it into a bigger idea and 
created a festival that has been 
going on for 20 years. And he 
did it by himself because it was 
his dream and he wanted to do 
it. It started off with Blink 182, 
Paramore and Newfound Glory. 
Just old bands that were really 
small and barely had any atten-

dance, and that’s how it started.”
 Warped Tour is the longest 
running North American music 
festival tour, and it’s celebrating 
its 20th anniversary this year.
 “It’s more than just a big deal 
for the music program,” Odette 
said. “He’s the kind of guy who 
will come and be a big inspira-

tion to the 
students, 
even if 
t h e y ’ r e 
not in 
the music 
m a j o r . 
He’s basi-
cally tell-
ing you to 
live your 
dream and 
do what 

you want to do. So that’s what I 
hope to bring with him; an inspi-
ration to students so they actu-
ally do what they want to do.”
 If you’ve been feeling a little 
unsure about your path in life 

and future career, listening to 
Lyman’s story may help you out. 
 Victoria Pizzuto, a junior in 
music industry management, 
has heard Lyman speak before 
and knows he won’t disappoint.  
 “I think that everyone at Ferris 
has passion and drive for what 
they are trying to do with their 
lives, but after being drained in 
schoolwork and everything else 
on our plates, it can be easy to 
lose sight of that,” Pizzuto said 
“I trust that Kevin Lyman will 
remind me of how badly I want 
this, why I got into it in the 
first place, and spark the flame 
that has been going out recently.”
 Since he’s been in our shoes 
before, Lyman has the spe-
cial ability of relating his mes-
sages to college-aged peo-
ple, according to Pizzuto.
 “He knows what obstacles you 
will hit, and he knows how to 
overcome them,” Pizzuto said. 
“He knows a lot of people around 
the work in all industries and is an 

extremely valuable asset. I prom-
ise that Kevin Lyman will discuss 
something you’re curious about 
and will answer any question 
you have without holding back.”
 Music industry manage-
ment sophomore Kyle Pickard 
has been a dedicated Warped 
Tour attendant for the past five 

years and 
is excited 
to listen to 
the man 
b e h i n d 
the event.
 “ H e ’ s 
such a 
big hit-
ter in the 
industr y, 
just get-
ting to sit 

in the same room with him 
to hear his tips and secrets is 
hugely beneficial,” Pickard said. 
 Pickard aspires to do some-
thing similar to Lyman 
someday and has known 

about his work for a while.
 “I want to do something with a 
label and be closely involved with 
music and musicians like Kevin,” 
said Pickard. I can almost guar-
antee that I will take a lot from 
his speech. Hearing about his 
own success will definitely fuel 
me and inspire me to do the best I 
can in whatever career I choose.”
 Odette, who’s helped with 
planning and coordination of 
the event and is Lyman’s con-
tact of the day, encourages 
all students to come and lis-
ten to Lyman’s success story.
 “It’s just going to be inspiring 
and motivational, and it’ll be fun 
because it’ll have a music twist to 
it which is really what the music 
industry management program 
is trying to bring: some fun 
for some people,” said Odette. 
 Kevin Lyman will be speaking 
in BUS 111 at 7 p.m. on April 16. 
The event is free.

Victoria Pizzuto
Ferris State University

Olivia Odette
Ferris State University

Photo By: Sarah Force | Lifestyles Editor

Thousands of people enter the parking lot of the Palace of Auburn Hills at the Vans Warped Tour in 2012.
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Call 616-875-7479 or 616-214-1613

2 Units Available
Move in over summer!

2 Units Available 
Move in over summer!

Lower Unit is 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath  
$280 per person plus utilities

Both very clean, in a quiet area and have a washer 
and dryer. Pets are welcome for an additional fee. 

Call 616-875-7479 or 616-214-1613

Upper Unit is 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath 
$320 per person plus utilities 

Located at 104 Division.

SILVERNAIL
REALTY

www.silvernailrealty.com(231) 796-632917810 205th Ave. Big Rapids

FOR RENT: 
Clean 1 to 6 Bedroom 
Apartments and Houses.
Deposit required. 
No Pets Allowed. 
CLOSE TO CAMPUS 
Some with FREE HEAT

Peak 
Properties

231-796-1200
peakpropertyrentalsonline.com

peakproperties@me.com

STUDENT RENTALS AVAILABLE
SUMMER 2014-FALL 2014 

DISCOUNTED SUMMER 2014 
LEASES STARTING @ $250

Utilities Included • Pet Friendly
WALKING DISTANCE TO CAMPUS • High Quality Units

FREE Wi-Fi • Affordable! • Clean

$100 OFF DEPOSIT*
*must present ad at signing

ROOMS AVAILABLE 
IN 1, 2, AND 3 

BEDROOM UNITS FOR  
SUMMER SEMESTER

INVENTORY BEGINNING AND ENDING        
CONDITION LIST. (Sample provided in Practical Guide for 

Tenants and Landlords)The landlord should supply the list. The 

landlord and tenant sign and receive a copy. This protects you 

from paying for the previous renter’s damages. This is required of 

certifi ed landlords in the city of Big Rapids.

ANY ARRANGEMENTS other than what is stated on the 

lease should be in writing and signed (alternative rent payments, 

utility payments, yard maintenance, etc.). Memories can be short 

so get it in writing!

ALWAYS get a receipt for your rent payments and know 

where they are. A cancelled check is a receipt. Cash in an enve-

lope or given to a roommate to pay is not!

DOCUMENT IN WRITING when reporting repair 

problems and send a copy along with fi ling a report to Neigh-

borhood Services if the repair is not completed in a reason-

able amount of time.

ARE ALL SMOKE DETECTORS WORKING?      
Remember this can be your fi ne and your life, not the      

landlord’s.

PAYING YOUR OWN UTILITIES? You can contact 

the service provider with the address & receive a history of 

the account.

DID YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND ALL OF 
YOUR LEASE?

Renter’s Checklist

*Customers who do not have e-statements will receive two free SnapCheck deposits per monthly  
  billing cycle and each additional SnapCheck deposit will cost $.50 per transaction

Bulldogs Bank  
  With Independent

Looking for a local bank with the free services 

you deserve? Look no further. With SnapCheck* 

mobile deposit, PeoplePay, Apple Pay, and free 

checking, you can bank on the go for free. Visit 

your local branch to learn more.

IndependentBank.com
Member FDIC

Mary Willmer
Bank Manager
Big Rapids
231.796.5865
mwillmer@ibcp.com
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 Somewhere, current and 
former Torch staff mem-
bers are rolling their eyes. 
Yes, I got my chance to write 
Modern Love, and I’m going 
to write it about how to not 
be nervous around the per-
son to which you’re attracted.
 It’s a surprisingly common 
trait, common enough that 
even people like me suffer 
from it quite often. I don’t pro-
fess to be an expert in “how 
to get your crush to like you 
back,” but I am well practiced 
in just opening my mouth 
and saying the words “Can I 
buy you dinner sometime?”
 Shockingly, that gets shut 
down all the time. But real-

ly, what damage has been 
done when you get rejected?
 A lot of poor self image 
happens when a per-
son takes external opin-
ions of them too seriously.
 You could feel awkward and 
ashamed for awhile, but where 
has that ever gotten anyone?
 I’ve been criticized for 
it plenty of times, but I just 
keep trucking. The person said 
no, I move on as soon as the 
word “No,” has been uttered.
 My grandfather used 
to tell me “Why waste your 
time caring about what other 
people think about you?”
 And I don’t.
 I roll my windows down 

and sing “Blank Space,” at 
the top of my lungs, I dance 
every time I hear Uptown 
Funk and my favorite country 
song is “Save a Horse,” by Big 
and Rich. My favorite movie 
is Sleepless in Seattle and 
yes, I have cried watching it.
 The people around you do 
stupid and hilarious things 
every day. The person you 
have a crush on probably has 
a bevy of embarrassing back-
ground, like most of us do.
 So do you really care what 
these people who drink until 

they piss themselves and 
have fallen out of the show-
er while singing really think?
 When they reject you, do 
what I do: think about all the 
dumb stuff that person has 
probably done and laugh it off.
 For me, dating got hard 
when asking someone to 
dinner became too old fash-
ioned. I’m not hip, or as 
the kids say “on the fleek.” 
 I was taught to hold the door 
open for a lady, I was taught table 
manners (a simply baffling con-
cept which many people I know 
don’t seem to understand), and 
I was taught to take the check 
after dinner. Sue me; that’s what 
I was taught to do, so I do it.

 It’s not for everyone. I’ve had 
people I hold in high regard 
tell me while it’s nice, it’s not 
for them. The right person 
for me will want that stuff.
 On that note, even the 
right person might not 
want to settle down right 
then. Patience is key here.
 Most importantly, every once 
in awhile, someone is going to 
say yes. That’s how I find sol-
ace in the mass of rejection.
 To refer back to my sports 
writing days with an analogy, 
you might go awhile without a 
goal, but you never know when 
a puck is going to land on your 
stick in game seven of the finals 
with a wide open net.

Modern love
Harrison Watt
Editor-in-Chief
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213 S. State St., Big Rapids • (231) 796-1919 • www.crankersbrewery.com OPEN 24/7

• Breakfast Served All Day and All Night
• Cranker’s is Open 24 Hours!

CRANKER’S SING OFF  
COME IN TO WATCH 
THURSDAY NIGHTS!

8PM-12AM

OPEN: CORN HOLE TOURNAMENTS AVAILABLE EVERY NIGHT SUN. - THURS.

FRI. & SAT. LIVE ENTERTAINMENT THURSDAY NIGHT

COLLEGE
NIGHT 
SELECT PINTS ONLY

$2.50
PERSONAL 

GOURMET PIZZAS

$3.99
OPEN MIC NIGHT

APPETIZERS INCLUDE:
• Buffalo Chicken Dip

• Beer Battered Mushrooms
• Deep Fried Pickles

• Parmesan Steak Fries
• Beer Pretzels  
& Cheese Dip
• Bread Sticks 

with Cheese & Garlic Dip

NOW OPEN

M-F 10am-8pm  •Sat 11-7• Sun 12-4

732 Perry Ave • Big Rapids
Located Behind Apple Bees

E-CIG OUTLET
Your Vapor Superstore

E-CIG OUTLET
Your Vapor Superstore

From the beginner to the professionals. 
Over 100 E-liquid to choose from: 

MODs, RDA’s, RTA’s, and Authentics
Try Before You Buy!

Ferris students receive 
10% discount every day

ONE BLOCK FROM  
CAMPUS 

2 Bedroom-1 Bathroom 
$800/month 

Utilities Included
3 Bedroom-1 Bathroom 

$1200/month 
Utilities Included

Call 231-629-2269  
for more information

RENTAL
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Andrea Lenhart
Ferris State Torch

 You Beautiful Back Woman 
(YBBW) is back for the 25th 
annual fashion show, but 
this year they’re giving Ferris 
a new kind of throwback. 
 “This year the theme is 
Evolution of Fashion: Urban 
Elegance,” senior in sports 
communication and the vice 
president for YBBW Shelby 
Taylor said. “We will be show-
casing fashion trends from 
the 1970’s to the present.” 
 Past themes have includ-
ed “Seven Deadly Sins” and 
“Fashion in New York.”
 According to Taylor, the YBBW 
fashion show has been a success 
for 25 years because every year 
there are more ideas due to the 
ever-changing fashion trends.
 YBBW members are excited 
to show how history repeats 
itself and old fashion trends 
are coming back into style.
 “This year will be different 
because we won’t just be mod-
eling,” Eligah said. “We will 
have dances in between each 
scene, and that’s my favorite 
part about this year’s show.” 
 According to Eligah, planning 
and rehearsals typically start the 
semester before the show to 
allow time to plan and organize 
all the room and model bookings 
as well as perfecting the show.  
 The organization must have 
put the time to good use as they 
have kicked things up a notch. 
 “I don’t want to give too much 
away because it’ll ruin the sur-

prise, but the audience will be 
blown away with this year’s 
show,” Taylor said. “This year, we 
are also showcasing our creativ-
ity because in the past we usually 
had performers for in between 
the scenes, but this year it will be 

the models dancing.”  
 This will also be the first 
year that they have professional 
hair and makeup stylists volun-
teering on the day of the show. 
 “One secret I will give away 
is that there may or may not 
be a celebrity host,” Taylor said. 
 “This show also gives other 
organizations on campus the 
opportunity to get involved as 
well,” political science junior 
and general member of YBBW 
ShanTel Eligah said. “We want 
to get more women involved 
from every organization.” 
 According to Taylor, the last 
scene will be “Rep Your Org,” 
giving the audience the chance 
to show some pride and demon-
strate why their RSO is unique.
 The 25th annual YBBW fash-
ion show will take place in room 
202 of the University Center on 
April 18th at 8 p.m. 

Submitted Photo

The YBBW Fashion Show is April 18.

Urban Elegance
YBBW to host 25th annual fashion show

Check

 us out 

online at

 fsutorch.com
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FOOTBALL

SPORTS
f e r r i s  s t a t e  t o r c h “

“

Although he played well at Augusta, a 
course so pristine it makes the Ferris State 

Katke course look like a cow pasture. 
Jimmy Demery

Ferris State University
See page 12 for story

Crimson vs. Gold

Photo By: Michael A. Corn | Photographer

The Crimson vs. Gold game is this coming Saturday at Top Taggart Field.

Marshall Scheldt
Ferris State Torch

 Ferris State football is back 
in action this Saturday, as the 
Bulldogs will play in the annual 
Crimson & Gold spring game 
at 12 p.m. at Top Taggart Field.
 Last year’s game was a close 
one before the Gold team was 
deemed the victor by a score of 
29-24 over the Crimson squad. 
Th e scoring system is diff erent in 
the game, where each fi rst down 
results in a point, and defen-
sive takeaways are rewarded 
with three points to the defense. 
Th ese methods go along with 

the traditional scoring methods.
 Th e Dawgs are coming off  
an 11-1 season last year aft er 
going undefeated in the regu-
lar season and falling to Ohio 
Dominican 46-33 in the second 
round of the NCAA Division II 
Playoff s aft er having a bye in the 
fi rst round. Th e Dawgs began 
spring practices on March 20, 
and will end the spring season 
with the game this Saturday.
 “Just having family and friends 
coming out and appreciating our 
hard work makes the memories,” 
said senior wide receiver Jake 
Lampman, “It’s a lot of fun! It’s 
just a chance to debut the young 
guys and their talent. Th ey’re just 

trying to crack into the lineup 
and the competition is awesome! 
It’s fun to see these younger 
guys get to showcase why they 
were recruited. Th ere’s a lot of 
great talent coming in this year.”
 Th e Bulldogs will be return-
ing upwards of 50 players 
from last year’s GLIAC cham-
pion team. Among the players 
returning is quarterback Jason 
VanderLaan, the 2014 Harlon 
Hill Trophy winner. Th e Harlon 
Hill is the Division II equiva-
lent of the Heisman Trophy.
 Also returning to the Bulldogs 
is fourth year Head Coach Tony 
Annese, who led the Dawgs 
to their fi rst playoff  appear-

ance in 18 years last season. 
 “Well the spring game for us 
is more for show, so we break-
up our teams and we’ve had 
fun in the last couple of years; 
it’s been competitive. Jeff  and 
Brian Carmody are going to be 
the honorary coaches, so we’re 
going to have fun with it, and 
it’s a good opportunity for our 
guys to be competitive but also 
enjoy the day,” said Annese. 
 Just because the team 
will be having fun doesn’t 
mean they aren’t work-
ing hard in the off season. 
 Annese said, “Most of these 
guys come to work every day 
with the mindset of from the 

moment the season ended to the 
moment spring ball began they’re 
trying to improve themselves 
individually. We got a lot stron-
ger in the weight room, win-
ter conditioning was awesome 
and now we’ve got spring ball.”
 Th e Bulldogs will be working 
toward making another play-
off  run next season, hopefully 
this time a little deeper into the 
postseason. Th e team will kick-
off  next year’s regular season 
on Sept. 5 against an opponent 
that is yet to be announced. In 
their fi rst game last year, the 
Dawgs demolished McKendree 
University by a score of 75-14. 

Football squad set to square off in spring game



Money Smart Week events will be 
held in FLITE Reading Room 240.
Each event will be held at 11am 
and repeated at 7pm each day

Monday, April 20 - Mark Munzenberger of Greenpath Debt Solutions
Managing Your Money – Good Advice!
 Learn about the importance of budgeting, credit, and having a good plan for your finances. Whether you are a first 
 year college student or a senior getting ready to graduate, the time to start developing good money habits is now! 
 How does credit reporting work? What options will I have for repaying my student loans? What are common mi 
 takes people make with their budgets? Should I use a debit or credit card? Get ready for a fun and educational 
 workshop on money!

Tuesday, April 21 - Mark Munzenberger of Greenpath Debt Solutions
Buying a House – the American Dream
 Owning your own home can be one of the most important yet challenging financial goals anyone sets for  
 themselves. Why? Because the process can be very intimidating, especially for first-time homebuyers. This  
 workshop will cover the ten (10) most important aspects of the home buying process – from financing,  
 choosing a location, working with various professionals like realtors and inspectors, home maintenance,  
 to the closing process.

Wednesday, April 22 – Rebecca Vokes, FSU Financial Aid Advisor
Loan Repayment: Steps for Success
 There are a lot of options available – especially when it comes to federal student loan repayment. Learn the basics 
 for successful loan repayment.

Thursday, April 23 – Monica Dellar and Bob Horan of Babb Ford
Auto Finance 101
 There’s many things to consider when purchasing or leasing a vehicle. Should you buy new or used? Should you  
 buy or lease? What are the advantages and disadvantages? This workshop will give you the facts you need to  
 know before you step foot at a dealership to look for new transportation.

Friday, April 24 – Kyle Hondorp of Edward Jones Investments
Foundations of Investing
 This presentation will include the following rules for investing – develop a strategy, choose quality  
 investments, diversify your portfolio, invest for the long term, and focus on what you can control.  
 These rules will be applied to retirement planning and ample time will be provided for questions.
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GOLF

Photo Courtesy of mctcampus.com

Tiger Woods looks over the second green prior to putting during the fi nal round of the Mas-

ters on Sunday, April 12, 2015, at Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Ga.

As a devoted Tiger Woods 
fanatic for as long as I can 
remember, this is hard to say, 
but Tiger Woods is no longer the 
most important athlete in golf.
 Now that title belongs to both 
Rory McIlroy and Jordan Spieth, 
two young superstars who have 
both won major championships. 
Rory already has four to his 
name at the tender age of 25, 
and Spieth just won the Masters 
Tournament in historic fashion 

this past weekend to grab his fi rst 
at the incredibly young age of 21.
 He did it in Tiger-like fashion, 
distancing himself early and keep-
ing the mistakes to a minimum. 
He broke numerous records 
and was the tournament’s fi rst 
wire-to-wire winner since 1976.
 All that being said, Tiger did 

compete at the Masters this year, 
fi nishing in a tie for 17th in his fi rst 
tournament in over two months. 
Considering he shot the worst 
round of his career in February, 
this was a strong showing.
 Th ere were fl ashes of vintage 
Tiger, fi st pumps and birdie 
putts, but the fact still remains 
that the upcoming U.S Open 
will mark the seventh anni-
versary of his last major win. 
He now sits on 14 major titles, 

Tiger Who?
Watching an icon fall from relevance

See Tiger on Page 12

Jimmy Demery
Ferris State Torch 



This Friday, April 17
University Center 202
#FerrisMediaFest

Co-sponsored by the Office of Diversity and Inclusion, Music Industry Management Association and Gamma Episilon Tau. This event has been brought to 
campus by student activity fees as allocated by the Finance Division of Student Government. Any person with a disability who needs special accommodations 
to attend this event, or anyone needing more information, should contact Rolonda Burgo 231-591-2712 or burgor@ferris.edu at least 72 hours in advance. 
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Sports 
Shorts

Marshall Scheldt
Ferris State Torch

Soft ball Splits
 Th e Ferris State soft ball team went 2-2 last week-
end in a pair of doubleheaders in Big Rapids
 Th e Dawgs were shut out by the Tiffi  n University Dragons 
in both games of their doubleheader on Saturday. Ferris State 
fell to the Dragons by scores of 4-0 and 7-0. Th e Bulldogs 
only had three total hits in both games combined. Sophomore 
shortstop Sarah Johnson had a hit in both games, and fresh-
man left -fi elder Sam Bates had a hit in the second game. 
 Sunday was a diff erent story for the Bulldogs as they 
rallied back to beat Ohio Dominican in both games of 
their doubleheader. In the two games, the Bulldogs won 
7-6 and 5-4, with both victories coming in extra innings.
 In the fi rst game, the Dawgs posted 16 total hits 
on their way to the 7-6 victory. Sophomore pitch-
er Megan Hiler pitched the bulk of the game for the 
Bulldogs, allowing four runs on three hits and a walk.
 In the second game, the Dawgs came back to win late 
to push past Ohio Dominican. Sophomore pitcher Stacy 
Th ompson was awarded the win for the Dawgs aft er pitching 
7.1 innings, allowing four runs on fi ve hits. Senior pitcher 
Cara DeLange was given the save for the Bulldogs by getting 
the last two outs of the game to give the Bulldogs a 5-4 win.  
 Ferris State has another double header against Wayne State 
University today in Big Rapids. Th e games will be played at 
3:00 and 5:00 p.m.

four shy of Jack Nicklaus’ 18, 
which is the benchmark Woods 
set for himself as a young man.
 But ever since Woods won 
the U.S Open in 2008 with a 
torn ACL, things just have not 
been the same. He blew a lead 
in the fi nal round of the 2009 
PGA Championship to little-
known Y.E Yang, and his per-
sonal life unraveled later on 
that year as his extensive extra-
marital aff airs became public.
 Since then, besides a suc-
cessful fi ve-win 2013 season, 
the question has been asked 
over and over, is Tiger back? 
And although he played well at 
Augusta, a course so pristine 
it makes the Ferris State Katke 
course look like a cow pasture, 
his hopes of surpassing Nicklaus’ 
record seem to be dimming.
 A few years ago, Tiger Woods 

on the decline could have been 
a death sentence to a strug-
gling golf industry. Ratings, 
attendance, and interest in the 
game are all way higher when 
Tiger is playing, but it seems 
now that there are golfers capa-
ble of carrying on the torch.
 Golf is the only sport where 
fans don’t root for the underdog. 
It’s all well and good if a nobody 
is on top of the leaderboard 
early in the tournament, but 
come the back nine on Sunday, 
people want to see their heroes 
succeed. It is a sport that needs 
superstars for people to be inter-
ested, and two new ones have 
arrived in McIlroy and Spieth.
 McIlroy, a candid Irishman, is 
capable of blowing the fi eld away 
when he brings his A-game, and 
Spieth, the talented Texan, just 
became the second youngest 

Masters Champion ever. Both, 
if they stay healthy, have decades 
ahead of them of competing for 
titles and major championships 
and both could end up going 
down in history as two of the 
greatest the game has ever seen.
 Although Tiger Woods has 
done things in the game of 
golf that have never been done 
before, such as winning four 
straight majors, it seems his time 
at the top of the game is over. 
He is no longer invincible, and 
the kids who used to watch him 
in wonderment are now beating 
and out-driving him. Woods’ fall 
from excellence is still a signifi -
cant blow to the PGA Tour, but 
with young, marketable, and lik-
able superstars such as McIlroy 
and Spieth to take up the man-
tle, he has left  the Tour in good 
hands.

TIGER from Page 11

New faces are emerging on the PGA tour

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK



 Broken Screens  Quick, Friendly Service
 Laptops  Fair  Prices
 Televisions  Small  Electronics

(231) 580-8467   •   809 Maple St.
Open Mon-Sat: 10 am-6 pm

CELL PHONE REPAIR 

AD DEADLINE:
Thursdays at

5 p.m. 

PRINT PRICING:
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$25 For Color

Column Widths:
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Top Dawg

Photo by: Therese Vainner | Photographer

Laurent Galarneau prepares for a serve in a recent tennis match.

Jimmy Demery
Ferris State Torch

 Ferris State’s Laurent 
Galarneau earns Top 
Dawg honors this week 
as he led the Bulldogs to 
two impressive wins over 
Northwood and Wayne State.
 Th e Northwood victory was 

spectacular, as Northwood has 
won 20 consecutive GLIAC 
Championships, and 171 out of 
their last 172 league match-ups. 
 Galarneau, the top singles 
player for Ferris State, set the 
tone against Northwood with 
a 6-0 victory in the fi rst set. 
He then went on to win in a 
tiebreaker. He was also strong 
against Wayne State, winning in 

straight sets over the Warriors’ 
ace Mohamed Fazyl Kechai.
 With the two wins, the men’s 
tennis team moves to 7-0 in 
GLIAC play and remains in 
fi rst place, all the while inching 
that much closer to the GLIAC 
title that they so desperately 
covet.

SPORTS SCHEDULE

READ

INTO

IT!

Wednesday, April 15

Softball doubleheader vs. Wayne State, 
3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Friday, April 17

Track & Field at GVSU Classic, TBA

Softball doubleheader vs. Lake Superior 
State, 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 18

Track & Field at GVSU Classic, TBA

Women’s Golf at Walsh, TBA

Men’s Golf at GLIAC South, TBA

Men’s Tennis at Walsh, 10:00 a.m.

Football spring game, 12:00 p.m.

Softball doubleheader vs. Grand Valley 
State, 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 19

Women’s Golf at Walsh, TBA

Men’s Golf at GLIAC South, TBA

Men’s Tennis at Ohio Dominican, TBA
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Letter From The Editor 

VOICES
Student Recreation Center 102

Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307

www.fsutorch.com/letter-to-the-editor/

 The Ferris State Torch welcomes comments on topics 
of interest to the general readership. Letters should not 
exceed 300 words in length and The Torch reserves the 
right to edit for length. Letters will not  be edited for 
grammar, punctuation or spelling. The Torch will not 
print letters deemed to be libelous or obscene. All letters 
must be signed by their authors and include his or her 
phone number.
 Unsigned editorials appearing on this page are the 
opinion of The Torch  and do not necessarily represent 
the opinion of the university’s administration, faculty 
or staff. Signed columns represent the opinion of the 
writer. Inquiries regarding editorial content should 
be directed to the editor in  chief at 591-5978 or the 
newsroom at 591-2609.

FERRIS STATE TORCH

“When attacked by a mob of clowns, go for the juggler.”
-Anonymous

The end
Harrison Watt
Editor-in-Chief

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

 In about two weeks, I’ll be leaving the rec 
center with a box full of personal belong-
ings, probably looking very distraught.
 Three years ago this July, Annie Benson, 
(Or Mary Anne, or Mary if you prefer) 
took a chance on me. I was just a punk 
high school reporter with very little direc-
tion.
 Every day since I’ve been at college, I’ve 
identified as a Torch employee.
 On May 1st, that will cease to be true.
 So we come to the obvious question; 
what is it I got out of this?
 Is it a pretty spot on my resume? 
Definitely. Was it a great experience? 
Absolutely.
 The problem I have is that it has been 
a constant. Every day in my young adult-
hood has had some connection to this 
paper.
 I’m not at all worried about what will 
happen to this place after I go. They’re in 
fantastic hands. I’m a little frightened for 
myself.
 I’ve seen several people go through the 
doors here. Some leave in a depressing 
cynicism, others leave sadly, and others 
storm out.
 I could use the “Real World,” line to 
scare the crap out of myself, but its too 
cliche for this instance. I’ve seen plenty of 
real world stuff here.
 Last year, a student was shot at the Venlo 
apartments. I didn’t sleep until the stories 
were done. That’s what real world report-
ers do.
 Then, I stood and listened to students 
who felt wronged by our reporting. I expe-
rienced a completely new perspective of 
reporting.
 I want desperately for people to under-
stand how journalism works, but in the age 
of Facebook and Twitter, it seems less and 
less possible every day.
 What I learned is that true journalism 
is a vastly misunderstood field. It’s been 
watered down by bad networks and people 
that are willing to sell out.
 The other thing I learned is that there 
is very good journalism being done out 
there, but it sometimes can be hard to find. 
 You won’t regret looking. It certainly 
changed my life.

OPINIONS
f e r r i s  s t a t e  t o r c h

“Everybody needs love and fairness.” 
Shelby Soberalski

Ferris State University
See page 16 for story
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When will it end?

 Yet again, it has happened. 
Another unarmed black man 
was gunned down by a white 
police officer Saturday April 
4 in North Charleston, S.C. 
 Walter Scott, a 50 year-old 
resident of North Charleston, 
S.C, was shot at eight times 
and killed as he fled from a 
police officer, an encounter that 
started as a routine traffic stop.
 The officer, Michael Slager, 
was charged with murder the 
Tuesday following the murder. 
The quickness at which this 
charge came down is hearten-
ing, but it comes nowhere close 
to repairing the damage that has 
been wrought the past few years 
by police-involved shootings.
 Slager claimed that he shot  
Scott after they were wrestling 
for his stun gun, but a bystander 
was videotaping the encoun-
ter. The horrifying video shows 
Scott fleeing, and at a range 
of approximately 15 to 20 feet 
before Officer Slager opened fire.
 Slager later in the video 
appeared to pick an object up 
from the spot of the original 

scuffle and place it near Scott’s 
body, presumably to strengthen 
his case that he feared for his life.
 That is central to this issue. 
Police officers seem to have a 
get of out jail free card by saying 
they feared bodily harm or death 
from a suspect, and if it’s the sus-
pects word versus a police offi-
cer’s, or the suspect is dead, the 
officer is likely to get away with it.
 Thankfully in this case, some-
one on the scene was videotap-
ing and caught the officer red-
handed. Who knows whether or 
not George Zimmerman would 
have been convicted, or Darren 
Wilson indicted if someone was 
on the scene with a camera rolling.
 In our history classes growing 
up, we learned about the atroci-
ties committed in our country 
by Americans, and learned about 
times of terrible racial prejudice 
such as the Jim Crow days. Will 

we want to be looked at one day 
as the generation that stood idly 
by as unarmed black men are 
gunned down almost indiscrimi-
nately by the very people who are 
supposed to serve and protect us? 
 Trayvon Martin, Eric Garner, 
Tamir Rice, and now Walter 
Scott. These names are imprint-
ed on the American conscious-
ness, or at least they should be. 
And it should not take another 
killing to re-spark the debate.
 No amount of anger or retri-
bution will bring the dead back 
to their loved ones, but the least 
we can do to honor their memo-
ries is to ensure this never hap-
pens again. Ensure that when 
a police officer uses excessive 
force, he or she is held culpable. 
 If what that takes is purchas-
ing body cameras for every sin-
gle law enforcement officer in 
the United States then so be it. 
Some will complain about the 
monetary cost of that, but you 
cannot put a price on preserving 
the sanctity of life, and making 
sure that all citizens, especially 
minorities, feel safe.

Jimmy Demery
Ferris State Torch
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Suzette Shaw, 50, screaming “You can’t kill” lays down on Tuesday, March 3, 2015, at the site where a homeless man was killed by LAPD 

offi cers.

Police shootings need to stop
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Vote for Your Favorites!

It’s time to vote for your favorite person, place or thing!
To be eligible for the drawing you must fill out at least 75% of the poll. The Pioneer employees and families are not eligible to vote.

All entries must be turned in or postmarked by April 24th, 2015.

Please fill out to
enter our contest!

Good Luck!

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________
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Daytime Phone: _________________________________________________________________________

Best Apartment/Housing Complex _______________________

Best Bank _______________________________________________
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Best Fast Food Restaurant ________________________________
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Best Place to Dance _____________________________________

Best Place to Hear Live Music ____________________________

Best Place to Take a Date ________________________________

Best Restaurant-Chain ___________________________________

Best Restaurant-Local ____________________________________

Best Salon/Spa __________________________________________

Best Sandwich Shop _____________________________________

Best Tanning Salon ______________________________________

Best Tattoo Business & Body Piercing ______________________

Best Thrift/Vintage Shop __________________________________

Best Towing Service ______________________________________
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Living with an Autistic Sister

Submitted Photo Courtesy of Kelly Nash

Jolee and Shelby Soberalski are sisters from Ludington, MI. Jolee, was born with Autism. Shelby is a Junior studying Graphic Design and Art History.

 April is autism awareness 
month. I’m sure you’ve seen it 
around campus and might have 
seen it online. But why should you 
care about it? What’s the big deal? 
 To me, it’s a very big deal. 
 In February of 1991, my sister, 
Jolee, who was born with defor-
mities and complications. The 
umbilical cord had been caught 
around her neck before birth and 
caused brain damage. Her face 
was pushed in and during the  
first year of life, she had more 
surgeries than most people will 
have in their lifetimes. 
 After much thought, my par-
ents decided to have another 
child, and I was born in August 
1993. At the time when I was 
born, Jolee was doing pretty well. 
She wasn’t developing at the nor-
mal rate for her age, but she 
could speak quite a few words. 
 When I was a few months old, 
Jolee had another surgery. One 

of her eyes would look up and 
another would look down, so the 
surgery was to correct it.
 As a result of this surgery, 
Jolee stopped talking at the age 
of 3. She wasn’t mute. She would 
still mumble, but it wasn’t a struc-
tured vocabulary like it used to 
be. That was when our mom 
discovered that Jolee had autism. 
 Growing up with an autistic 
sibling has been quite the adven-
ture. When she was born in 
1991, there wasn’t much known 
or accepted about autism. Most 
of the time, the parents were 
blamed for bad parenting, 
which is not the case. A lot of 
people would judge Jolee and 
didn’t want to get to know her.
 I remember asking my par-
ents when I was younger why 
Jolee was different than other 
people. My parents responded 
with, “Everyone is different 
than you. Nobody is the same, 

but that doesn’t mean that they 
should be looked down upon or 
treated any different than you 
want to be treated. Everybody 
needs love and fairness.” 
 It wasn’t always easy having 
an autistic sibling. Since she 
couldn’t talk, she couldn’t tell 
us what she wanted or need-
ed. Jolee is currently 24 years 
old, but she’s mentally stuck at 
a three year old level. She is 
obsessed with Dora, Barney and 
all those little kid shows. She 
can’t dress or bathe herself. She’s 
totally dependent on my par-
ents and I to take care of her. 
 But there is nothing that I 
would change about her. 
 She likes to eat all my food, she 
pinches me, she knows exactly 

how to push my buttons and 
she flirts with my boyfriend. 
But she also gives the best 
hugs, has the most infectious 
smile, makes me laugh and has 

the biggest heart I’ve ever known. 
 I never asked for a sibling with 
disabilities, but she’s been the 
best gift I’ve ever been given. I’m 
so lucky to have her in my life. 
She’s my best friend, my rock, 
and my world. I can’t imagine 
where I would be today without 
her. Even though she has compli-
cations, that doesn’t stop her. She 
lives a full and happy life. 
 Every day I wake up and I’m 
thankful that I can talk and walk 
and do what I do in life. I know 
that there are people out in the 
world that aren’t as fortunate as 
me. My sister hasn’t been dealt 
the best cards in her life, but she 
is the happiest person I know. 
She doesn’t complain or ask for 
pity. She’s simply happy and lives 

her life to the fullest. If that isn’t 
the best role model a younger 
sister could ask for, I don’t know 
what could be. She’s taught me 
so many things in life and she 
inspires me to be the best I can be. 
 I wish that everyone could 
have the chance to get to know 
someone with autism. It really 
opens your eyes to the world 
and makes you think. So the 
next time you see someone who 
looks different than you, or acts 
differently than you, just stop 
and think. You don’t know what 
 daily struggles they have. They 
are people too. 
 Jolee is a lot more than an 
autistic person. She loves music, 
movies, books, basketball and 
much more. Everyone on the 
autism spectrum is different and 
deserves to be respected as the 
beautiful human beings that they 
are.

Shelby Soberalski
Ferris State Torch

Why Autism Awareness month is so important to me 
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