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Mayer Hawthorne brings down the roof

Photo By: Irma Collins | Photographer

Mayer Hawthorne and Big K.R.I.T. were the main headliner at the 2015 Ferris Fest, held indoors at Wink Arena.

Devin Anderson
News Editor

Ann Arbor soul artist Mayer 
Hawthorne and New Orleans 
rapper Big K.R.I.T. entertained 
a crowd of about 700 at this 
year’s Ferris Fest, held in the 
Ewigleben Sports Complex.
 Detroit rockers Flint East-
wood as well as local acts DJ 
Choff , D’arin, Th e Balsam 
Brothers, Th rough the Crowd 
and Heavy T and the Wood-
iez performed throughout the 
day in Ewigleben’s Wink Arena. 
 Members of Entertainment 
Unlimited mingled between acts, 
hosting a dance-off  and alert-
ing festival goers to activities 
and giveaways. In the multipur-
pose room, registered student 
organizations sponsored activi-
ties including the NAACP’s pie 
station and Alpha Psi Ome-
ga’s fake mustache giveaway.
 Monster Energy gave away 
drinks while Jimmy John’s hand-
ed out subs. Th e Bulldog Sustain-
ability Alliance had a big presence 
in collaboration with the High 

Five program as they promoted 
their environmentally conscious 
slogan #LessTrashMoreFun.
 Th e half-lit Wink Arena fi lled 
up steadily throughout the day as 
students walked or were shuttled 
from campus to the sports com-
plex. One thing students couldn’t 
help but notice, though, was 
the warm April Saturday that 
was happening right outside.
 Th e yearly festival, originally 
held in celebration of Earth 
Day, traditionally takes place 
in the North Quad. Entertain-
ment Unlimited ruled on Fri-
day, April 23 to move Ferris 
Fest indoors in anticipation of 
a cold, rainy weather forecast. 
 “We understand that mov-
ing Ferris Fest indoors limits 
the expected atmosphere for at-
tendees,” said Lola Schultz, one 
of the Ferris Fest coordinators.
 While the weatherman was 
proved wrong and the venue 
change ultimately proved un-
necessary, Entertainment Un-
limited took the well-being 
of students and expectations 
of the production company 

Ferris Fest 2015 continues indoors

See Ferris Fest on Page 2
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Call 616-875-7479 or 616-214-1613

2 Units Available
Move in over summer!

2 Units Available 
Move in over summer!

Lower Unit is 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath  
$280 per person plus utilities

Both very clean, in a quiet area and have a washer 
and dryer. Pets are welcome for an additional fee. 

Call 616-875-7479 or 616-214-1613

Upper Unit is 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath 
$320 per person plus utilities 

Located at 104 Division.

SILVERNAIL
REALTY

www.silvernailrealty.com(231) 796-632917810 205th Ave. Big Rapids

FOR RENT: 
Clean 1 to 6 Bedroom 
Apartments and Houses.
Deposit required. 
No Pets Allowed. 
CLOSE TO CAMPUS 
Some with FREE HEAT

Peak 
Properties

231-796-1200
peakpropertyrentalsonline.com

peakproperties@me.com

STUDENT RENTALS AVAILABLE
SUMMER 2014-FALL 2014 

DISCOUNTED SUMMER 2014 
LEASES STARTING @ $250

Utilities Included • Pet Friendly
WALKING DISTANCE TO CAMPUS • High Quality Units

FREE Wi-Fi • Affordable! • Clean

$100 OFF DEPOSIT*
*must present ad at signing

ROOMS AVAILABLE 
IN 1, 2, AND 3 

BEDROOM UNITS FOR  
SUMMER SEMESTER

INVENTORY BEGINNING AND ENDING        
CONDITION LIST. (Sample provided in Practical Guide for 

Tenants and Landlords)The landlord should supply the list. The 

landlord and tenant sign and receive a copy. This protects you 

from paying for the previous renter’s damages. This is required of 

certifi ed landlords in the city of Big Rapids.

ANY ARRANGEMENTS other than what is stated on the 

lease should be in writing and signed (alternative rent payments, 

utility payments, yard maintenance, etc.). Memories can be short 

so get it in writing!

ALWAYS get a receipt for your rent payments and know 

where they are. A cancelled check is a receipt. Cash in an enve-

lope or given to a roommate to pay is not!

DOCUMENT IN WRITING when reporting repair 

problems and send a copy along with fi ling a report to Neigh-

borhood Services if the repair is not completed in a reason-

able amount of time.

ARE ALL SMOKE DETECTORS WORKING?      
Remember this can be your fi ne and your life, not the      

landlord’s.

PAYING YOUR OWN UTILITIES? You can contact 

the service provider with the address & receive a history of 

the account.

DID YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND ALL OF 
YOUR LEASE?

Renter’s Checklist

ONE BEDROOM 
APARTMENT  
FOR RENT

 
including electric

washer/dryer  
and garage

No pets or smoking
Two rent payments 
and deposit due at 

time of signing
Call 231-796-8142
for more details

$650/MONTH
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CORRECTIONS

Were we mistaken? 
Let us know about it. 

Corrections can be submitted through email at 
torch@ferris.edu or by calling 231.591.5946

Ferris StateTORCH

FERRIS FEST from Page 1

Mayer Hawthorne performs at 
Ferris Fest

Photo By: Irma Collins | Photographer

Students enjoy fun indoor activities at the Wink Arena, during Ferris Fest 2015.

heavily into consideration in 
making the decision to move.
 Yet, the great weather on Sat-
urday only served as further in-
centive for students to get out and 
enjoy the day before and aft er en-
joying Ferris Fest. Students were 
seen indulging in Saturday festiv-
ities across all of Big Rapids, in-
cluding what now seems to have 
become a Ferris Fest tradition, 
burning furniture in the court-
yard of Oakwood Apartments.
 Hundreds ran wild in and 
around the Oakwood complex 
throughout the evening until 
about 7:30 pm, when police ar-
rived to extinguish the furni-
ture fi re and send the majority 
of party-goers elsewhere. Closer 
to campus, offi  cers on bicycles 
patrolled the streets throughout 
the evening, making arrests, is-

suing warnings and pouring 
out open containers of alcohol.
 With a $100,000 yearly oper-
ating budget, Ferris Fest is the 
largest Big Rapids concert of the 
year. Entertainment Unlimited, 
the campus programming board, 
coordinates Ferris Fest with this 
budget, allocated by the Finance 
Division of Student Govern-
ment. Each Ferris student funds 
Finance Division and Ferris Fest 
through the yearly $25 student 
activities fee included in tuition.
 Th is year’s Ferris Fest coordi-
nators were music industry man-
agement juniors Lola Schultz 
and Bryan Hinrichs. Past Ferris 
Fest performers include Kar-
min, Reel Big Fish, Motion City 
Soundtrack, All Time Low, Tra-
vis Porter, Sean Kingston and 
Cartel.

Brutus’ new cousin

New resident bulldog Mugzy creates excitement

Photo By: Shelby Soberalski | Photo Editor

Mugzy, Brutus’s cousin, is a nine week old English Bulldog puppy. 

Devin Anderson
News Editor

Th e Admissions Offi  ce just 
hired its youngest new ambas-
sador. At only nine weeks old, 
Shelli Garland’s bulldog Mugzy 
has been creating a buzz among 
students since his arrival on 
campus just over a week ago; 
a buzz that usually sounds 
something like “Awww…”
 Garland, Coordinator of 
Enrollment Services at Ferris, 
works with Mugzy in the Timme 
Center. In an eff ort to garner ex-
citement from prospective Fer-
ris students, Mugzy made one of 
his fi rst public appearances last 
week at Saturday’s Dawg Day. 
 “I’ve always wanted a bull-
dog,” said Garland. “But think-
ing about the possibility of 
this working to help increase 
enrollment and improve our 
visit experience, we thought 

that it would be a fun idea.”
 While potential Ferris Bull-
dogs enjoyed food, toured cam-
pus and met with professors and 
advisers, Mugzy greeted families 
in the University Center, chasing 

a ball and 
snacking 
on apples.
    “He 
m a k e s 
me miss 
my dog,” 
said one 
passerby.
 “ W e 
have a lot 
of daily 
v i s i t o r s , 
i n c l u d -

ing these Dawg Days Satur-
day visits,” said Garland. “For 
a lot of these visitors, a culture 
seems to have happened where 
a lot of on campus students 
give the guests a hard time and 

call them ‘yellow baggers.’”
 Garland said she hopes 
that Mugzy can help facilitate 
more camaraderie between 
current and prospective stu-
dents. She’s hoping to have 
him certifi ed as a therapy dog.
 Mugzy’s breeders are both 
Ferris alumni. Garland herself 
graduated from Ferris with a 
bachelor’s degree in integra-
tive studies and is currently 
pursuing a masters in career 
and technical education, post-
secondary administration.  
 As our current mascot, Brutus’ 
“cousin,” faculty at the Admis-
sions Offi  ce hope to make Mugzy 
a big part of the Ferris community.
 “Everyone gets so excited 
about the bulldog mascot and 
everyone loves Brutus,” said Kris-
ten Salomonson, Dean of Enroll-
ment Services. “We’re exploring 
the possibilities of integrating 
him into the community in a way 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Shelli Garland
Puppy Owner

See Mugzy on Page 3



NOW OPEN

M-F 10am-8pm  •Sat 11-7• Sun 12-4

732 Perry Ave • Big Rapids
Located Behind Apple Bees

E-CIG OUTLET
Your Vapor Superstore

E-CIG OUTLET
Your Vapor Superstore

From the beginner to the professionals. 
Over 100 E-liquid to choose from: 

MODs, RDA’s, RTA’s, and Authentics
Try Before You Buy!

Ferris students receive 
10% discount every day

Great Lakes
Book & Supply

796-1112
840 Clark St.

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30am - 6pm 
Sat. 10am-5pm

WE BUY  
& SELL  

TEXTBOOKS  
EVERY
DAY!
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NEWS BRIEFS
Devin Anderson
News Editor

Torchbearer Awards
 Th e Annual Torchbearer Awards ceremony begins at 7:00 
pm in the University Center Multipurpose Room. Awards to be 
presented include MCC Winners, 125 Initiative, Torchbearer, 
Rising Star and 5 Star RSO. Students and faculty are welcome 
to come support nominees. An hors d’oeuvres reception will 
begin at 6:00 pm.
 Al Wildey Photography
 “Based on Actual Events,” a collection of photography from 
professor Al Wildey, will be on display in the University Center 
Fine Art Gallery all this week. Each piece is a composite of 
hundreds of photographs. 
 Honors Senior Symposium
 Th e Honors Senior Symposium provides graduating seniors 
the opportunity to share what they have learned with the 
campus community. Honors seniors will display projects from 
various classes and converse with undergrads, staff  and profes-
sors to end the semester on a high note. Th e symposium will be 
on the second fl oor of FLITE on Th ursday, April 30 from 11 am 
to 1 pm.
 May 1, 2015
 Last day of spring semester classes.
 OMSS Pignic
 Th e Offi  ce of Multicultural Student Services is presenting 
its annual “Pignic” on Saturday, May 2 from noon to 4 pm in 
the North Quad. Th e Pignic will feature a barbecue, music and 
games to celebrate another successful academic year for multi-
cultural students.

that makes sense for everybody.” 
    Salomonson and Garland said 
they’d like to see Mugzy become 
a big part of Dawg Days and is 
open to him making appearanc-
es at other events.

According to Jeanine Ward-
Roof, Vice President of Student 
Aff airs, enrollment at Ferris is 

steady. Dawg Days is an integral 
part of the recruiting process. 
Ward-Roof thinks Mugzy can fi t 
nicely into that guest experience.

Ward-Roof said, “We want 
to people to get excited and feel 
connected to the institution and 
this is a cute way to do it.”

Photo By: Shelby Soberalski | Photo Editor

Amanda Thomas, Michelle Harms, Nicole Christy, Faith Speigner, Tania Gonzalez, Amy Wiggins 

and Marissa McCann each take turns holding and playing with Mugzy.

Devin Anderson
News Editor

Marijuana smell
April 17, 10:10 pm, offi  cers 

responded to a marijuana com-
plaint in Merrill Hall. Th e stu-
dent admitted to having smoked 
marijuana but was not in posses-
sion. He was referred to the offi  ce 
of student conduct. 

More marijuana
 April 17, 11:04 pm, offi  cers 

responded to a marijuana com-
plaint in Bond Hall. A small 
amount of marijuana was discov-
ered and the student was referred 
to the offi  ce of student conduct.

Fireworks show
 April 18, 1:28 am, Ferris 

foot patrol discovered three sub-
jects on top of the wooden tower 
in the south campus practice 
fi eld lighting off  fi reworks. Th ey 
were asked to stop.

Operating while intoxicated
April 19, 3:23 am, offi  cers per-

formed traffi  c stop at the inter-
section of Perry and State. Th e 
driver was found to be intoxicat-
ed and arrested for OWI.

 Larceny

April 20, 12:12 pm, offi  cers re-
sponded to a larceny complaint 
at the Rock. Person reported that 
their meal card was stolen. Th e 
case is open pending follow up. 

Larceny
April 20, 1:10 pm, offi  cers re-

sponded to an attempted larceny 

complaint in a vehicle in Lot 66. 
Owner of the vehicle stated that 
her car alarm went off  but noth-
ing was taken.

 
 Marijuana
 April 20, 10:28 pm, offi  cers 

performed a traffi  c stop in Lot 
61. Th e subject was found to be 
in possession of marijuana and 
was referred to the offi  ce of stu-
dent conduct.

 Money dispute
 April 21, 9:30 pm, offi  cers 

were dispatched to Merrill Hall 
to settle a civil dispute between 
roommates over money.

 Marijuana at DPS
April 23, 12:00 am, a student 

arrived to the Department of 
Public Safety with a strong odor 
of marijuana while trying to ob-
tain a parking pass. Upon fur-
ther investigation, the three oc-
cupants of his vehicle admitted 
to having smoked marijuana and 
were referred to the offi  ce of stu-
dent conduct.

TORCH

ON THE
RECORD

Fireworks in south campus fi eld
A round-up of this week’s crime across the FSU campus

PAID POSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE 2015-16 

ACADEMIC YEAR! INTERVIEWS WILL BE CONDUCTED BY 

CURRENT TORCH STAFFERS FOR OPEN POSITIONS

TORCH JOB FAIR
Looking for work?

Where: Student Recreation Office 102
When: April 30, 2015 1:00-4:00 pm
Open Positions: Photographers, Reporters, and 
people who are savvy in Adobe InDesign, 
Photoshop and Illustrator.

MUGZY from Page 2

Mugzy serves as embassador 
between students and visitors
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All you care to eat
Quad Cafe now open on weekends 

Dylan Peters
Opinions Editor

Due to popular demand, the 
Quad Café has decided to keep 
their new “All You Care to Eat” 
venue open on the weekends.
 During the weekends, a di-
vider wall is pulled out in front 
of Freshens, adding the Café’s 
Su Casa Mexican Grill and 
Jump! Asian Cuisine to the “all 
you care to eat” area. So not 
only do students with meal 
plans now have access to the 
Quad Café on weekends, they 
also have prepaid access to a la 
carte Mexican and Asian food.
 “We try to meet the needs 
of both [retail and meal plan] 
customers,” said Craig Bow-
man, manager of Quad Café. 
“Th e retail isn’t doing very 
well, so we decided to switch 
the ‘all you care to eat’ venue 
to weekends. We’re doing this 
to meet the needs of the stu-
dents that live on this side 
of campus, such as Helen 
Ferris and Clark, those stu-
dents would be able to come 
on the weekends and eat.”
 Quad Café fi rst tried the 
new weekend venue on the 
18th of April. Th e results were 
even better than expected.
 “We decided to try it on the 
weekends to see if there truly 
was a demand for it and if we 
could serve more customers 
that way,” Bowman said. “Th e 
fi rst weekend proved that we 
are providing more service to 
more customers on campus.”
 According to Bowman, 
in the fi rst weekend alone, 
around 900 people dined 
in the “all you care to eat” 
area. One of the main rea-
sons for the venue’s move to 

weekends was due to com-
plaints from the student body.
 “People wanted it open on 
the weekends,” Bowman said. 
“Th ere was some confusion, 
even. Maybe we didn’t market 
as well as we should’ve, but 
there was some confusion and 
there was more demand for 
the ‘all you care to eat’ than 
there was for the retail side.”
 Th e Quad Café has also 
had success with its “To 
Go Box,” which allows stu-
dents to take their food 
outside of the food court.
 “To go stuff  is really popu-
lar,” said Mary Cook, a greeter 

at the 
Q u a d 
C a f é . 
“ S t u -
d e n t s 
c a n 
pay $7 
to get 
a con-
t a i n e r 
a n d 
t a k e 
t h e i r 

food out of the café. 
It’s a one-time fee.”
 “I really like it,” said Alyssa 
Jenkins, a sophomore in bio-
technology. “It makes it more 
convenient. I can go pick 
up breakfast and go where 
I need to go on campus.”
 According to Bowman, 
this is only the beginning and 
students should expect more 
changes to come in the fall.

Th e Quad Café opens from 
7 am to 10 pm on weekdays 
and is open from 11 am to 8 
pm on the weekends.

Craig Bowman
Manager, Quad Cafe

Festival of Colors

Submitted Photo

The colorful Holi event last year, was a big hit.

Megan Smith
Ferris State Torch

For the second year in a row, 
the Offi  ce of International Edu-
cation will be sponsoring the 
traditional Hindu festival of 
Holi. With a larger presence 
of international students from 
India on campus this year, the 
offi  ce is excited to share this 
celebration of Indian culture 
with the Ferris community.
 “When [international stu-
dents] are here and these festi-
vals are going on and they’re not 
home with their families and 
their communities, that’s when 
the homesickness sets in,” said 
Lisa vonReichbauer, assistant di-
rector of the International Offi  ce 
of Education. “It’s very similar to 
many students in our commu-
nity being away from home on 
Christmas or Th anksgiving. Th e 
same feelings that they would 
have are the strong feelings that 
our students have on those big 
holidays, so if we have these op-
portunities for our international 
students to share their cultures 
and to celebrate these events, it 
helps them overcome some of 
that homesickness. At the same 
time, it gives our community 
an opportunity to see the dif-
ferent customs and traditions.”
 According to Riddhi Mehta, 
an international student re-
cruiter who grew up in India, 
the festival of Holi originated 
with the myth of Prahlad and 
Holika. Th e legend tells of an 
evil king named Hiranyakashyap 
who demanded to be worshiped 

by everyone in his kingdom. 
When his son Prahlad, a fol-
lower of the Hindu god Vishnu, 
refused to worship him, he at-
tempted to have Prahlad killed.
 Hiranyakashyap’s sister Ho-
lika had been given a blessing 
that would save her from being 
burned in a fi re. Believing that 
Prahlad would perish while Ho-
lika survived, Hiranyakashyap 
ordered the two of them to en-
ter a fi re together. Because of 
Prahlad’s devotion to his faith, 
Vishnu saved his life and in-
stead the fl ames consumed 
Holika. During the festival of 
Holi, which derived from Ho-
lika’s name, Indians celebrate 
this triumph of good over evil.
  “Th e part that you really see 
celebrated all over is the throw-
ing of powder color and water 
and it’s very colorful, but tradi-
tionally—and it still happens in 
many parts of India, especially 
in the Northern regions—the 
actual festival starts in the eve-
ning before the day the colors 
are celebrated,” Mehta said. “Th e 
evening before will be a bon-
fi re that is lit in order to pay 
respect and remember the fact 
that good always wins over evil.”
 Th e traditional powder used 
in the festival of colors is known 
as Gulal powder. It comes in 
many colors and is easily washed 
out of the skin and hair. Ac-
cording to Mehta, friends will 
sometimes prank each other 
by throwing other varieties of 
powder that take up to 2 weeks 
to completely fade. Each color 
of Holi powder has signifi cance, 

such as red representing purity, 
green representing vitality, blue 
representing calmness and yel-
low representing piety. Some 
participants also throw colored 
water using buckets or balloons.
 “I can remember when I was 
growing up, we used to fi ll up 
lots of water balloons with col-
ored water and if we saw anyone 
who was walking on the street, 
all the kids would be attacking 
him with balloons,” Mehta said. 
“Th at was my favorite part. But 
I think, for me now, I like the 
fact that your family comes to-
gether and plays it and I think 
it’s a good reminder that being a 
good person is very important.”
 At FSU’s Holi celebration, 
students can expect lots of col-
ored powder and water, as well 
as music provided by Music In-
dustry Management students.
 “It’s kind of a spring celebra-
tion as the students move into 
exam week, so it’s a way to let 
off  a little steam on a Friday,” 
vonReichbauer said. “We have 
a lot of colored powder com-
ing, so we hope that we can 
have a large group of students 
and it will be a very fun event to 
see visually with all the colors.”
 Th e Holi celebration will take 
place on Friday, May 1 from 
4 pm until 6 pm in the North 
Quad. Everyone is welcome. 
Th ose planning to attend should 
wear clothes they don’t mind get-
ting stained. Th e colored powder 
shows up best on white clothing.
 For more information on the 
festival of Holi, visit www.holi-
festival.org.

Offi ce of International Education to host Holi event



The Original
Schuburger!

Best of 
Michigan’s 
Top Ten 
Burgers!
12 Beers on Tap! 

Awesome Dinners 
Starting at 5pm!

231-796-5333

Burgers: 
It's What We Do!

Historic Downtown Big Rapids
109 N. Michigan Ave.

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11am-12am
Closed Sunday
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Overcoming adversity

submitted photo

Kaitlyn Patrick loves being a bulldog.

Mari Ann Loucks
Ferris State Torch

 Kaitlyn Patrick, also known 
as “KP,” a 20-year-old junior in 
the public relations program at 
Ferris, is known for her cheerful 
attitude and her involvement on 
campus. However, it was not too 
long ago that this was not the case.
 September 2, 2014 is the day 
that changed Patrick’s life forev-
er. Her best friend, Nick Hudec 
was riding a jet ski when he hit 
a large wave and was thrown 
from his jet ski. When he fell 
into the water, he hit his head. 
Hudec was rushed to the hospital 
where he was pronounced dead.
 For Patrick, losing Hudec 
was so much more than los-
ing a friend. She saw Hudec 
as her other brother. Th ey had 
grown up together, learning 
to ride bikes, learning how to 
drive and watching each other 
play sports. His death rocked 
Patrick and changed the way 
that she thought about life. 
 Shortly aft er Hudec’s death, 
Patrick fell into a depres-
sion and lost her love for life. 
 “I was literally just rolling 
through the motions to get by. 
I didn’t realize how his death 
was aff ecting me until I was ap-
proached by my peers in the 
organizations I’m in, my boss 
and my advisor, Dr. Bishop. 

Th ey basically said I lost my 
KP-ness, so I sought out coun-
seling and it made me such a 
strong woman,” said Patrick.
 “I saw a stronger, more calm 
and confi dent KP arise over 
time from this tough situation,” 
said Dr. Patrick Bishop, a pub-
lic relations professor and ad-
visor at Ferris. “She seemed to 
fi nd some inner strength which 
allowed her to be even more 
positive and open in connect-
ing with people, and sharing 
the big, warm heart she has.” 
 Patrick’s best friend and soror-
ity sister, Carman Plank, said that 
Patrick came back from counsel-
ing a completely changed person.
 “I think that aft er seeking 
counseling, she became more 
motivated, even more so than she 
was before she lost Nick. I think 
that she has been able to get more 
excited about things lately. I have 
also seen that she doesn’t sweat 
the little things as much and that 
she has started to realize that 
everything will work itself out, 
one way or another,” said Plank.
 Aft er seeking counseling, 
Patrick discovered that every-
thing she was doing was be-
ing done with more meaning. 
 “Nick’s death was a complete 
accident and essentially a wake 
up call to realize not to waste 
time worrying about things you 
can’t change. Waiting for that 

right moment to fall in love 
or think you’ll have the rest 
of your life to do something. 
You might not,” said Patrick. 
 Patrick went on to say that 
her involvement on campus as 
Co-Director of Th e Big Event, 
Vice President of Zeta Tau Al-

pha, and Vice President of 
Chapter Development for the 
Public Relations Student So-
ciety of America, has more 
meaning since Hudec has died. 
 “Before Nick’s death, I was still 
fulfi lled through being involved 
but now I understand the impor-
tance to take breaks and really 
do things that I value, not just 
because I can fi t it in my sched-
ule. Time is precious, and peo-

ple are precious,” said Patrick. 
 “I think that KP is really fo-
cusing on what her passion is 
and what makes her happy. KP 
has always been motivated and 
involved, but I think she is tai-
loring her involvement more 
to what she wants and what she 
loves to do,” said Plank.

Honoring faculty and staff
Annual awards ceremony recognizes Ferris employees
Jennifer Corrie
Ferris State Torch

Th e annual Employee Ser-
vice Awards is a ceremony held 
at Ferris to honor and rec-
ognize long-term professors, 
administrators and faculty.
 Faculty and staff  members 
will be honored for continuous 
fi ve year blocks of service from 
fi ve all the way to 40 years at the 
Ferris State University, complete 
with a slide show of the awarded 
employees and a dessert buff et. 
 Th e list of employees be-
ing honored at this cer-
emony represent 3,575 years 
of total service to Ferris.
 Budgetary Planning and 
Analysis Director Sally Depew, 
who is one of the three faculty 
members being honored for 
40 years of service to the uni-
versity, said that she is looking 
forward to being able to see col-
leagues that she hasn’t seen in a 
while at the ceremony. Depew 
has been in the Budget Offi  ce 
since 1981 and has previously 
been in the college of education.
 “[What I enjoy most about 
working at Ferris is] my col-
leagues, and the opportunity to 

interact with people across the 
campus on a vast array of is-
sues,” said Depew. “Ferris is a 
dynamic university and it’s in-
teresting and rewarding to watch 
the diff erence that our institution 
makes in the lives of students. 
As a proud Ferris graduate, I 
have really appreciated the op-
portunities that Ferris has pro-
vided me throughout my career.” 
 Depew graduated from Ferris 
with a bachelors of science degree 
in business teacher education.
 Also on the list for an award 
for 20 years of service is math-
ematics professor Jean Wall-
ing. She started out as a tem-
porary instructor in 1995 and 
then moved up to full time.
 Walling said that at the cer-
emony, she’s looking forward to 
“being validated and recognized, 
when you’ve been working and 
doing the best you can for 20 
years and someone acknowl-
edges that and says ‘you’ve been 
here a long time, and thank you.’” 
 Th e students are what Walling 
says she enjoys most at Ferris. 
“Especially when I teach in the 
fall, they’re excited and eager to 
work, and that’s so much fun. I 
think because every fall, teach-
ing starts over and it’s refresh-

ing, you always look forward to 
it. Even though I’ve been doing 
the same thing for 20 years, ev-
ery time I get a new room full of 
students, it’s brand new again. 
So I’m looking forward to be-
ing able to keep doing what I’m 
doing. I’m really lucky that I 
get to do what I like to do.” 
 Walling graduated from 
the University of Michi-
gan and received her mas-
ters at University of Arizona.
 Aft er nominating a wide array 
of candidates, Ferris’ Staff  and 
Team Committee decided the 
recipients of a few other awards 
for distinguished staff  and team. 
Recipients of the awards in-
clude Janelle Hemingway, Fer-
nando Labra, Angela Morris, 
Velislav Pavlov, Cinthia Vander 
Sloot and Angela Roman.
  “Congratulations to all of 
our award recipients for their 
outstanding service to the 
university during this past 
year!” wrote President David 
Eisler in his weekly memo-
randum to faculty and staff .
 Th e annual Employee Service 
Awards celebration will take 
place this Th ursday, April 30 
from 3 to 5 pm in the University 
Center Ballroom 202.

Kaitlyn Patrick shines in the face of hardship
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The relationship may have began virtually, 
and while that doesn’t make it any less 
real, it does make it more dangerous. 

Sarah Force
Ferris State University

See page 8 for story

Hailey Klingel
Ferris State Torch

 Five graduates of Fer-
ris’ criminal justice program 
have fallen in the line of duty. 
 Officer Dean Whitehead 
graduated from Ferris’ criminal 
justice program in 1976. He died 
on May 9, 1985 in a helicopter 
crash while working for the City 
of Lansing Police Department.
 Officer Brian Egelski of Al-
pena, Michigan graduated from 
Ferris in 1989 and continued 
on to attend the Michigan State 
Police Academy. He was work-
ing in St. Clair, Michigan when 
he died due to the cruiser he 
was driving being struck by 
another car on July 11, 1994.
 Officer Jessica Nagle-Wilson 
of Warren, Michigan graduated 
from Ferris in 2000. She was 
working for the Hazel Park Police 
Department when she was killed 
on July 28, 2002. While respond-
ing to a noisy dog complaint, 
a man standing on the porch 
opened fire on her with a shotgun.
 Officer J. Ryan McCandless 
graduated from Ferris in 2005. 
He was working for the Rapids 
City Police Department in South 
Dakota when he died on Aug. 
2, 2011. While questioning four 
suspicious subjects at an intersec-
tion, one pulled out a handgun 

and shot McCandless and the 
other two officers he was with.
 Officer Trevor Slot of the 
Walker, Michigan Police De-
partment was killed on Oct. 
13, 2011 while in a high-
speed chase of two bank rob-
bers in Ravenna, Michigan.
 “I have the highest of admira-
tion for all the officers and really 
all of those who put their lives on 
the line each day,” criminal jus-
tice junior Helen Datkovic said. 
“It takes a special kind of will-
power and state of mind to be 
able to know that you could be in 
a dangerous position at any giv-

en time.”
 T h e 
third an-
nual Fall-
en Officer 
5k Memo-
rial Run 
was held 
on Sunday, 
April 26 to 
honor and 
remember 
these fall-

en officers and raise funds for the 
Jessica Nagle-Wilson Scholarship 
Fund. This $1,000 scholarship is 
given to a current Ferris crimi-
nal justice student each year, and 
Datkovic was this year’s recipient.
 Criminal justice senior Shan-
non Fick brought this event 

to Ferris in 2012 through 
Lambda Alpha Epsilon, Fer-
ris’ criminal justice fraternity.
 “We wanted to give back to 
the community here at Ferris 

and what 
better way 
than to 
honor the 
five offi-
cers that 
fell from 
F e r r i s ? ” 
Fick said. 
“I wanted 
to hold 
the race 
but never 

really had the aspect to do it but 
then I got the role of the philan-
thropy chair my sophomore year 
and I brought it up as an idea.”
 The Fallen Officer 5K has 
evolved and expanded in its 
three years, and will hopefully 
continue to grow as an annual 
event in the years that follow.
 Criminal justice senior Ste-
ven Van Alstine attended the 
race last year and has hope 
for its future development.
 “Hopefully this will be some-
thing we can keep on rolling this 
year, growing the numbers, and 
getting more people to come 
out,” Van Alstine said.

Photo By: Dylan Peters | Opinion Editor

Runners enjoy a beautiful day to run a 5k along the Muskegon River.

Remembering the fallen

Fallen offi cer scholarship to current student

Shannon Fick
Ferris State University

Steven Van Alstine
Ferris State University
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Gammas dance for Dara House

Andrea Lenhart
Ferris State Torch

 Sigma Lambda Gamma is 
fund raising for Dara House 
by having a Latin dance night 
on April 30th in the University 
Center room 209 at 7:30 p.m.
 “Dara House is an organiza-
tion that is working towards 
creating a community for col-
lege-age survivors of sexual vio-
lence,” said Liz Fabode, a senior 
in healthcare system administra-
tion and the president of Sigma 
Lambda Gamma. “That is re-
ally important to our sorority 
because our focus nationally is 
woman empowerment, and that 
is also the goal of Dara House.” 
 According to Fabode, Dara 
House wants to empower vic-
tims of sexual violence to help 
rebuild their lives, move forward, 
and to have a support system.
 “We hope that everyone 
comes out and enjoys them-
selves. We are asking for a 
minimal of a two dollar dona-
tion, but if you don’t have that, 
still feel free to come out and 
have fun with us,” said Fabode. 
 According to Fabode, the do-
nations will go to Dara House’s 
overhead cost. The organiza-
tion is fairly new and is striv-
ing to have a location to house 
victims and have on call staff. 
 “I believe that they are close to 
their goal, and the move should 
happen soon,” said Fabode. “Ev-
erything that we are doing to 

help them nationally is helping 
to give them that final push.” 
 Sigma Lambda Gamma feels 
strongly about women empow-
erment and helping women of 
sexual violence. They believe 
raising money for Dara House is 
one of the least things they can 
do for the community. 
 “There is a lot of focus on 

adults and 
child vic-
tims, but 
c o l l e g e -
age wom-
en don’t 
really have 
a ‘home’ 
they can 
go to for 
support,” 
said Fa-
b o d e . 

“Some college campuses have 
services and our services here 
at Ferris are really great, but in 
terms of somewhere someone 
can physically go to and feel 
comfortable and connect with 
other women that have gone 
through the same thing is rare.” 
 Sigma Lambda Gamma de-
cided on Latin dancing to raise 
money because they have a fo-
cus on multicultural member-
ship, and they believe danc-
ing is a great way for people of 
different cultures to connect. 
 “Those attending should 
wear something easy to move 
around in and expect to have a 
lot of fun,” said Fabode. “They 

might feel goofy at first, but 
it is easier to learn new dance 
moves when everyone is learn-
ing them at the same time. I 
think they will be surprised 
with how much they’ll learn.”
 Omar Gonzales, a Ferris ad-
missions recruiting officer, will 
be instructing the dance ses-
sion and will be teaching salsa, 
cumbia, merengue, and bachata.
 “It is going to be a lot of fun 
because it is something new on 
campus and those that attend 
will be exposed to a new culture,” 
said Fabode. “I think students 
should attend this event, because 
they will be able to use their new 
dance moves on the dance floor 
on Friday night; it is perfect tim-
ing.”

Submitted Graphic

Dara House empowers victims of sexual violence to help rebuild their lives and move forward.

Gammas fund raise for awareness on sexual violence

Liz Fabode
Ferris State University

 Overhead 

at Ferris

“If I fail my test tomorrow, 

I have the internet to 

blame.”-Yik Yak
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*All submissions must be made on line using MyScholarships.  
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Alumni Association Legacy Scholarship 
Applicant must be the child, sibling or grandchild of a Ferris Alumna (us),  you may be eligible for an 
Alumni Association Legacy Scholarship up to $2,000.
Eligibility Requirements: 
 • Have a 2.75 GPA
 • Be the child, sibling or grandchild of a Ferris Alumna (us).
 • Have completed a minimum of two full-time semesters at Ferris Sate University. Please Note:
   • Students seeking an associate degree must have completed 30 hours at the end of  
    spring semester 
   • Students seeking a bachelor’s degree must have completed 56 hours at the end of  
    spring semester. 
   • Preference will be given to students in their final year at FSU.
 • Submit an essay describing personal career goals and the role a Ferris State degree will play in the 
  achievement of these goals.
 • Submit a letter from the Ferris State University Alumna (us) parent, sibling or grandparent,  
  describing the effect their educational experiences at Ferris had on their life or professional career.
 • Submit a recommendation completed by a Ferris Faculty of Staff member. (Recommendation  
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 • Have not received this scholarship award previously.

Application deadline: MAY 1, 2015
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 We are the 
most social 
and yet the 
most antiso-
cial genera-
tion.  
 We’re con-
stantly ridiculed for being 
glued to our devices, connect-
ed to the entire world. How 
much more social can you get? 
And yet, we are antisocial for 
that very same reason, unable 
to connect with the people 
right in front of our faces.
 It’s just easier for us to hide 
behind a screen than face any 
awkward face-to-face interac-
tion and possible rejection. 
 There are plenty of fish in 
the sea, right? Well, why not 
fish in the ocean instead of a 
pond? It increases your chanc-
es of landing a better fish, 
statistically.
 That is, unless you hook a 
Catfish.
 For those of you that don’t 
know what a Catfish is, allow 
me to explain. A Catfish is a 
person who creates fake per-
sonal profiles on social media 
sites using someone else’s pic-
tures and false biographical 
information to pretend to be 
someone other than them-
selves. 
 The term has been more 
widely known thanks to the 
story of Nev Schulman. In 
2010, a documentary titled 
Catfish was released about 
his online relationship with a 
woman who was not honest 
about who she was. 
 In November 2012, MTV 
aired Catfish, the TV series 
hosted by Nev himself and 
his friend Max Joseph, telling 
the stories of people around 
the U.S. who are caught in 
the same situation.  Their 
fourth season just premiered 
in February this year.
 While online dating contin-
ues to grow in popularity and 
convenience, it still has a bad 
reputation.  It’s still happening 
even though no one will admit 
it because we’re supposed to 
be ashamed of being emotion-
ally effected by someone we’ve 
never met in person. 
 Contrary to popular belief, 
it’s not crazy to meet people 
online and become interested 
in them considering just how 
many people in this country 
are on social media. The rela-
tionship may have began vir-
tually, and while that doesn’t 
make it any less real, it does 
make it more dangerous.

 C a t f i s h 
take advan-
tage of the 
c amou f l age 
that social 
media pro-
vides and use 

it to deceive those they con-
nect with for their own per-
sonal thrill.
 Schulman’s TV show expos-
es these kinds of relationships 
for what they truly are and 
how often Catfishing occurs.
 There are definite tell-tale 
patterns that you’ve got a 
Catfish that I’ve learned main-
ly from watching Nev’s show 
and having a brain.
 If they always have an 
excuse to not talk on the 
phone or video-chat with you, 
they’re probably a Catfish.
 If for some reason they 
just can’t ever find the time 
to meet up with you, they’re 
probably a Catfish.
 This seems like it is com-
mon sense, but there are peo-
ple all over that have carried 
on real relationships like this 
for years!
 Catfish aren’t only found 
on Facebook or Instagram. 
They’re on “official” dating 
websites just as often—Plenty 
of Fish, Match.com, Tinder, 
OkCupid.  Word of advice: if 
someone seems “too good to 
be true,” then they probably 
are. 
 It’s hard to fight where tech-
nology is taking us and the 
dating trends that seem to ride 
right along with it, but there 
are ways to be smart about it. 
 If you get into an online 
relationship and you’re mak-
ing plans to meet up, don’t go 
alone. Even if you have video-
chatted with this person and 
you know they are who they 
say they are physically, that 
doesn’t mean everyone has the 
best of intentions once they 
get you where they want you. 
 It’s common behavior to be 
a little cautious when it comes 
to regular relationships, but 
in online relationships it is 
imperative because it is so 
much easier to hook someone 
that is too naïve to question 
things.
 I know you’re all just 
as good at investigating 
as Nev, so get to creeping.  
 You need to find out what 
you’re getting yourself into 
before you end up as Catfish 
bait.

Modern love
Catfi sh

 Have mercy! Full 
House is coming back! 
 That’s right. You read cor-
rectly, our beloved Tanner 
family will be back on screen. 
 Nearly 20 years after 
the show last aired, 
Uncle Jesse (a.k.a John 
Stamos) announced on 
Jimmy Kimmel Live that 
a series spin off would be 
added to Netflix in 2016. 
 According to Stamos, the 
Netflix series Fuller House 
will star the oldest daugh-
ter, D.J., who is now wid-
owed with two boys and one 
on the way. She will turn to 
her sister Stephanie and her 
lifelong best friend Kimmy. 
They will move into her 
house in San Francisco to 
help her raise her children. 
 You got it dude! That 
means many more laughs, 
lessons, and catch phras-
es from the Tanner sisters. 
 One of my favorite char-
acters from the original 

series was Michelle Tanner, 
the youngest sister, who we 
were able to grow up with. 
 She was a baby when 
the show first aired, so we 
witnessed Michelle’s “first” 
everything. She was ador-
able, hilarious, and probably 
one of every fan’s favorites. 
 Mary-Kate and Ashley 
Olsen played Michelle and 
well, do I need to say more? 
 Growing up, the twins 
were celebrities I idol-
ized. That is until they 
went off the deep end. 
 Will they be back to 
play Michelle Tanner in 
the Netflix series? Would 
that even be appropriate?
 The show is portray-
ing a good, wholesome 

family to teach lessons 
and love to its viewers. 
 Since the Olsen twins’ 
rough patch with drugs 
and other misfortunes 
I, and probably half of 
the world, can no longer 
look up to them the way 
I did when I was younger. 
 According to vulture.com, 
the twins didn’t even know 
about the spinoff until hours 
after Stamos released it on air. 
 Maybe I am not the 
only one that is wor-
ried about their reputation 
for the sake of the show.
 Which twin would even 
play Michelle? When they 
were younger, they were 
impossible to tell apart, but 
now that they are adults 
there is a distinct differ-
ence in their appearance. 
 The show would probably 
not be the same without the 
witty Michelle, but hopefully 
the Olsen twins have cleaned 
up their act. 

Photo courtesy of mctcampus.com

John Stamos plays the beloved Uncle Jesse in Full House and is directing the new show, Fuller House.

Fuller house

Sarah Force
Lifestyles Editor

Andrea Lenhart
Ferris State Torch
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 Social media is an aspect 
of most of our daily lives, but 
it’s evolving into more than 
just an outlet for posting fleet-
ing thoughts and selfies.
 Social media management 
is an emerging job market and 
a tool many companies take 
advantage of to promote them-
selves and share information.
 Two Ferris public relations stu-
dents have recently taken over the 
social media positions for Ferris’ 
chapter of the Public Relations 
Student Society of America and 
are excited to learn how social 
media can enhance an orga-
nization’s image and outreach.
 “I’m stoked, I think it’s going to 
be really fun,” said Alexa Torres, 
a sophomore from Fairbanks, 

A l a s k a . 
“ I ’ v e 
a l w a y s 
l o v e d 
s o c i a l 
media, I 
feel like 
I’m on 
it all the 
time and 
I just 
think it’s 
really cool 

you can connect with so 
many people and that the 
world is at your fingertips.”
 Sophomore Katie Thornsberry 
of Lapeer is the other PRSSA 
social media manager and 
is just as excited to turn her 
love of social media into work.
 “I really wanted this posi-
tion because I like keeping up 
with social media and learn-
ing what’s new out there,” 
Thornsberry said. “It really gets 
everyone involved and there are 
so many different people out 
there that you can reach out to.”
 Both students will be control-
ling Ferris PRSSA’s Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest 

accounts to update their follow-
ers on PRSSA’s involvement and 
other important events on cam-
pus for the 2015-2016 school year.
 “We live tweet, post things from 
meetings or events we attend, 
anything from conferences or 
agency tours,” said Thornsberry. 
“We just promote everything 
going on to get more people 
to come out and be involved 

with us. 
Especially 
for huge 
t h i n g s 
here like 
the Big 
Event or 
Relay for 
Life—just 
t we e t i ng 
about it 
and put-
ting it out 

there gets a lot of people to come.”
 Torres is especially excited to 
get involved with social media 
promotion as she could see her-
self involved with social media as 
a public relations job someday.
 “I guess, ideally, I would love 
to do social media stuff,” Torres 
said. “I think like Taco Bell’s 
social media and things like that 
are really fun. It’s just a cool 
new thing that people are try-
ing out and I would love to do it 
and see where the job takes me.”
 Torres and Thornsberry have 
some requirements for their 
positions, like keeping the sites 
updated, posting photos from 
meetings and events, and tweet-
ing about speakers, but they’re 
also looking forward to imple-
menting their own ideas into 
the personas of the accounts.
 “We’re working to make social 
media more fun and less busi-
ness-like” said Torres. “We’re 
looking to add a little some-
thin’ somethin’ and make it more 
relatable. We’re going to make it 
a good time.”

Katie Thornsberry
Ferris State University

Alexa Torres
Ferris State University

Social media management
Ferris students gain 
experience in 
emerging job market 

Follow us on Twitter 

@fsutorch
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FISHING

SPORTS
f e r r i s  s t a t e  t o r c h “

“

Anybody on my team could beat me on 
any given day.

Ben Cook
Ferris State University

See page 11 for story

Marshall Scheldt
Ferris State Torch

The Ferris State University 
Fishing Club may not be a varsi-
ty sport, but it doesn’t mean that 
they aren’t making an impact. 
 The club is an offi cial 
Registered Student Organization 
(RSO) and a club sport at 
Ferris State. The team is cur-
rently ranked 50th in the nation 
out of 300 colleges and uni-
versities on the Cabela’s 
Collegiate Bass Fishing circuit. 
 Team members fi sh in many 
tournaments, ranging from the 
local level to the national stage. 
 Chris Oja, a 26 year-old Navy 
veteran and HVAC major said 
he fi rst heard about the fi sh-

ing club in his FSUS class. 
When he signed up there were 
only about six members on 
the team, but the group has 
grown substantially since then.
 “We fi sh in four different 
series FLW, B.A.S.S, Cabela’s 
Collegiate Bass Fishing Series 
and the Michigan College Bass 
Circuit. Most of these tour-
naments are held out of state 
except for the Michigan College 
Bass Circuit. Those are all 
held in different lakes through-
out the state against mostly 
Michigan colleges,” said Oja.
 This past weekend, the 
Bulldogs participated in a cou-
ple fi shing tournaments in the 
Big Rapids area. On Saturday, 
the Dawgs went to Clear Lake 

and Chippewa Lake on Sunday 
to decide who will be offered the 
opportunity to compete in the 
Carhartt Bassmaster Collegiate 
tournament in Wisconsin, and 
Fishing League Worldwide 
(FLW) tournaments in Ohio and 
New York later in the season.
 A third event will occur this 
Saturday where the Dawgs will 
begin fi shing on Croton Pond 
bright and early at 7 a.m. until 
the weigh-in at noon. This 
will be the third three-day 
competition for the Bulldogs. 
 Going into the last tourna-
ment, club president Jacob 
Huestead is leading the competi-
tion with 14 fi sh caught at a total 
of 28.52 pounds. Close behind 
Huestead is Dan Konkle, who 

has reeled in 13 fi sh at a total 
of 25.92 pounds this season. 
 While these numbers are 
impressive on the season, indi-
vidual tournaments are based 
only on fi sh caught during the 
event.
 “Most of the tournaments are 
the fi ve biggest bass weighed in 
at the end of the day. The other 
format we have fi shed was big-
gest bass caught over a span of 
two days with separate weigh-
in sessions that you could win 
throughout the day,” said Oja.
 The team competes against 
schools from all over the 
nation and Michigan, including 
Michigan State, Grand Valley 
State, Central Michigan, Western 
Michigan, Lake Superior 

State and Adrian College.
 “My favorite part is being 
out on the water and just being 
out fi shing with a bunch of 
other people who share the 
same passion. It doesn’t mat-
ter if we’re catching or just 
fi shing,” said Sean Herp, a 19 
year-old criminal justice major. 
 With the weather shaping up, 
the Dawgs have plenty more 
time to spend out on the water 
after spending their time ice 
fi shing during their off season.
 The group meets every 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. and is open 
to anyone who wants to join. 
For more information, visit the 
team’s Facebook page or their 
website at www.fsufi shingclub.
weebly.com.

Hook, line and sinker 

Photo submitted by Ferris State Fishing Club

Members of the Ferris State Fishing Club brave the cold in an early morning tournament out on the lake.

Ferris anglers take advantage of the warm weather to hit the lakes
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 Junior Ben Cook has helped 
to lead the Ferris State men’s golf 
team to their 13th Consecutive 
NCAA Division II Tournament 
appearance, and he has been 
awarded the GLIAC’s most pres-
tigious award in the process.
 Cook was tabbed as “Men’s 

Golfer of the Year” by the con-
ference this year, in what has 
been his most successful colle-
giate golfi ng season. Cook has 
been among the top ten in the 
standings in all but two of the 
Bulldogs’ golf outings this year, 
yet he stresses the team’s success 
over personal accomplishments .
 “I don’t really think of it as 
since I’m the best player, so 

I have to play the best every 
time. Anybody on my team 
can beat me on any given day,” 
Cook says. “For me, I just try 
to grind out every shot and do 
the best I can to help my team.”
 Despite the high honor asso-
ciated with the award, Cook 
did not receive any grandiose 
announcement of his accom-
plishment through the confer-
ence, but rather through a friend.
 “I actually found out about 
the award from one of my high 
school buddies that goes to 
Grand Valley. He saw it on the 
GLIAC site and talked to me 
to say congrats, and that’s how 
I found out. I heard around 10 
a.m. so there wasn’t a huge cel-
ebration or anything,” Cook said.
 Cook and company helped 
to prolong what has become a 
tradition of success for Ferris 
golf, as the team earned a 
NCAA Division II Tournament 
bid for the 13th consecu-
tive year, which is one of the 
longest streaks in the country.
 “Th e coach has done a good 
job fi nding people that play 

at a high level,” Cook says. 
“Coach (Michael Mignano) 
has been here for eight or nine 
years now, and he’s been able 
to bring in guys who can keep 
that success going consistently.”

 C o a c h 
Mignano 
a l s o 
brought in 
Cook as 
a recruit, 
but actu-
ally wasn’t 
the one 
to initiate 
the con-
versation.
 “I kind 

of almost recruited myself, 
which sounds weird, but I was 
the one hitting up coach at fi rst 
instead of him coming to me. 
I’d email him when I played well 
and I asked him to come watch 
me in high school,” Cook said.
 Once Coach Mignano took 
note of Cook’s skills on the 
course, he invited him for a 
campus visit, and showed him 
just portions of what Ferris 

has to off er for its students.
 “We went back and forth for 
a while, then he invited me up 
here to Ferris. He let me go to a 
hockey game and I got to hang 
out with some of the people who 
were on the golf team already. I 
just got to live the life of a col-
lege kid for a day,” Cook said.
 As Cook’s junior season comes 
to a close, he will have one fi nal 
year of eligibility remaining. 
However, he won’t tee off  for the 
Bulldogs until the 2016-17 sea-
son as a redshirt senior, as a result 
of a year-long internship that will 
take him off  campus next year.
 “I’ll hardly know anyone on 
the team once I come back. I’ll 
know some freshmen from this 
year, but everyone in my grade 
will be graduated by then, and we 
only have one sophomore, so it’ll 
be mostly new guys,” Cook said.
 Still, because Cook won’t be 
leaving until November, he plans 
on practicing with, and support-
ing the team by attending tour-
naments, even though he’ll be 
unable to compete with his fel-
low Dawgs

Cook named GLIAC’s top swinger 
Junior boosts Ferris golf team to 13th consecutive NCAA tournament

Ben Cook
Junior Golfer

GOLF
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Dawgs host Haiti in international bout
Ferris State University women’s soccer team takes on Haitian National team

Harrison Watt
Ferris State Torch

 While snow hampered 
Big Rapids last week, the 
Caribbean was alive and well 
at Ferris this past weekend.
 The Under 20 Haitian 
National women’s soccer 
team visited Ferris State on 
their barnstorming tour to 
play the Ferris women’s soc-
cer team at Top Taggart Field.
 The Haitian team is run out 
of South Bend, Indiana. Lately, 
they have played Aquinas, 
Notre Dame, IPFW and other 

schools in the midwest that 
now include Ferris State.
 “I was honestly in shock,” 
Ferris senior, soccer captain and 
defender Hunter Dolan said. 
“When coach told use, I’m pret-
ty sure I just stared at him dumb-
founded and said, ‘Wait what?’”
 The surprise of having an 
international friendly at Ferris 
turned into excitement. Over 
200 people showed up the day 
after the annual Ferris Fest 
music festival to Top Taggart 
Field to watch the game.
 Haiti took the contest 2-0 
as they continue to prepare for 

the U20 World Cup, but the 
experience was the real fac-
tor when head coach Andy 
McCaslin scheduled the game.
 “My goal is always to 
expose my players to certain 
environments that will engage 
them culturally but chal-
lenge them on the fi eld too.”
 11 players on the Haitian team 
made it to Ferris, but four were 
non-roster invitees. According 
to one team offi cial, nine have 
yet to make it to the United 
States due to visa restrictions.
 According to the same team 
offi cial, effects of the 2010 earth-

quake are still being felt in Haiti, 
in that the facilities that Haiti has 
to train their players with are still 
damaged. It means Haiti has to 
come to America, presenting the 
ever-present problem of interna-
tional travel to the United States.
 Shek Borkowski, head coach 
of the Haitian U20 team, brought 
the entire team, the necessary 
assistants and team workers up 
to Ferris in a weathered 12-seat 
van the morning of the game, 
where they boarded again after 
the game to return to South Bend.
 Several of Borkowski’s play-
ers played for FC Indiana, 

where Borkowski was formerly 
a coach. Borkowski won two 
league titles and two cup titles, 
which his Wikipedia page calls 
“One of the greatest feats in 
USA women’s football history.”
 Some players on the Haitian 
side are currently 15 years 
of age, and were up against 
a Ferris team that played 
two games the day before.
 “I think it was an incred-
ible opportunity for our 
team,” Dolan said. “Not a lot 
of people in the GLIAC or 
really in collegiate soccer can 
say they’ve had the opportu-
nity to play a national team.”
 The Northland United soc-
cer club presented gifts to the 
Haitian team before the game, 
and Big Rapids City Offi cial 
Dan Rothstein read a statement 
before the game as well, welcom-
ing the Haitians to Big Rapids.
 Goaltender Ednie Limage fi n-
ished with eight saves includ-
ing a diving stop to protect a 
then 1-0 lead for the Haitian 
team. Dolan had Ferris State’s 
only other scoring chance when 
she fi red a shot from 20 yards-
out high and wide of the cage.
 Most athletics have wrapped 
up by this point. Some are just 
coming to a close. The wom-
en’s soccer team, while fall-
ing 2-0, played a close game 
with a team on the bubble in 
terms of qualifying for the 
U20 women’s World Cup.
 After the game, the Haitian 
team and their non-roster play-
ers packed quietly into their bat-
tered 12-seat van, still suited up 
from the game. To them, it was 
one in a long stream of coming 
games. Their van pulled out of 
the parking lot without fanfare 
as if they were just another team 
visiting the friendly confi nes of 
Top Taggart Field as they drove 
off into the breezy afternoon.

SOCCER

Photo By: Micheal A. Corn | Photographer

The women’s soccer team practices for the upcoming season just as dawn breaks in this photo taken last fall.



1st, 2nd and 3rd Place Prizes
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Top Dawg

Photo by: Michael A. Corn | Photographer

Harrison Watt
Ferris State Torch

 Emily Reed put togeth-
er a solid freshman cam-
paign, and closed it out 
with a big weekend.
 The catcher went 4-7 at the 
dish in the season’s fi nal two 
contests at Findlay with a 
double, triple and two RBI’s. 
 On the season, Reed 
hit for a team best .323 

(Minimum 120 at bats) with 
a team leading 27 RBI’s.
 The freshman out of Bay 
City also swatted two home 
runs at the dish, which was 
the third most on the team.
 Behind the plate, Reed 
caught a young pitching 
staff, but managed to supple-
ment the youth with a power 
arm and a keen ability to 
knock down loose pitches.
 Reed caught 40 per-
cent of those attempting 

to steal a base, and only 
allowed three passed balls.
 Ferris did not qualify 
for the GLIAC tourna-
ment, and barring unfore-
seen schedule changes, 
is done for the season. 
 Their games that were 
rescheduled to Monday 
(4/27) were cancelled, as 
Ferris was unable to qualify 
for the playoffs regardless of 
result.
 

Photo of  the Week

Photo By: Shelby Soberalski| Photo Editor

Several Bulldogs show off their brand new conference championship rings, which they 

received after rolling through GLIAC play undefeated last season.
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Letter From The Editor 

VOICES
Student Recreation Center 102

Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307

www.fsutorch.com/letter-to-the-editor/

 The Ferris State Torch welcomes comments on topics 
of interest to the general readership. Letters should not 
exceed 300 words in length and The Torch reserves the 
right to edit for length. Letters will not  be edited for 
grammar, punctuation or spelling. The Torch will not 
print letters deemed to be libelous or obscene. All letters 
must be signed by their authors and include his or her 
phone number.
 Unsigned editorials appearing on this page are the 
opinion of The Torch  and do not necessarily represent 
the opinion of the university’s administration, faculty 
or staff. Signed columns represent the opinion of the 
writer. Inquiries regarding editorial content should 
be directed to the editor in  chief at 591-5978 or the 
newsroom at 591-2609.

FERRIS STATE TORCH

“It costs nothing to say something kind. Even less to shut up altogether.”

-Nathan Fillion

Haunted?
Keith Salowich
Editor-in-Chief

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

 As I prepare to step into the role of 
Editor in Chief of the Torch next year, 
I feel a sense of overwhelming anxiety. 
 No, it isn’t because of the dramatic 
increase in the level of work that 
I’ll be expected to put forth. It isn’t 
because of the responsibility and pres-
sure being heaped upon my shoulders.
 My fear for next year doesn’t lie in the 
stress of deadlines, nor in leading a staff 
that is predominantly older than I am. My 
apprehension is based in one thing only
 G h o s t s .
 Next year, the Torch office will be 
relocated to a classroom in the base-
ment of the Alumni Building, which 
according to rumor, happens to be the 
ghost capitol of Ferris State University. 
 Due to the nature of deadlines and 
a journalist’s unusual work schedule, 
much of the work that goes into pub-
lishing a newspaper takes place at night. 
 Of course, according to folklore, 
ghosts are most active after the sun has 
set, which is exactly when Torch report-
ers and editors will be toiling away 
in their new, haunted office space.
 I’m fully anticipating the occasion-
al phantom noise, a constant eerie feel-
ing of being watched and at least one 
member of our staff being pulled through 
a monitor and into a supernatural 
realm, just like in the movie Poltergeist. 
 In order to prevent instanc-
es like those mentioned above, the 
Torch is actively searching for a full-
time ghost hunter for next year. 
 While there is no degree for such a thing 
on campus, listing ghost hunter experi-
ence will surely make any resume shine, 
so the position is open to all applicants.
 References are a must, the individual 
must provide their own ghost hunting 
equipment and being Bill Murray will defi-
nitely help one’s chances of landing the job.
 Applications can be dropped off in the 
Torch’s new office in the Alumni Building. 
Oh, and if any applicants happen to come 
across an entity resembling a terrifying, 
faceless woman on their way to the office, 
they are encouraged to leave their applica-
tion with her. She is our new secretary, 
after all.

OPINIONS
f e r r i s  s t a t e  t o r c h “This person calls Meghan ‘a walking 

contradiction’ and they don’t respect 
her ideologies.” 

Jasmine Nettles
Ferris State University
See page 14 for story

The Ferris State Torch 
is published on 27 

Wednesdays throughout 
the academic year. This 
student-run newspaper 

is printed by 
The Pioneer Group.

All about that reality

Photo Courtesy of mctcampus.com

Meghan Trainor arrives at the 57th Annual Grammy Awards at Staples Center in Los Angeles on Sunday, Feb. 8, 2015

I’m on Meghan Trainor’s side
 I was scrolling down my Face-
book feed, and I came across a 
link to an article about Meghan 
Trainor. Before I clicked it, I read 
the comments from the folks 
who had shared it which read 
something to the likes of “finally, 
someone said it” and “I never re-
ally liked her anyway.”
   Now because I’m nosey, I had 
to click it and see what exactly 
made them say this, especially 
since—here’s the plot twist—the 
comments were made by men! 
 So someone decided that they 
would pick apart the lyrics to 
“All About That Bass.” The song 
was meant to uplift girls on the 
“bass” side. The writer and web-
site will remain anonymous be-
cause I don’t give credit to people 
who don’t deserve any, but this 
“writer” took these lyrics apart 
and only used what would make 
their case. 
  The case was to justify that 
Meghan Trainor used this song 
to “shame and degrade skinny 
women”. Not only is that com-
pletely false, but it’s typical that 
when the stereotyped embrace 
themselves, it’s considered de-
grading and looked down upon. 
   The whole song is upbeat and 
meant to encourage the girl who 
doesn’t believe her body is okay 
the way it is. The writer has de-

cided otherwise when suggesting 
that Meghan’s going about “body 
positivity” the wrong way. The 
way I see it, she only brought at-
tention to what we already know. 
 By singing, “I see the maga-
zines working that Photoshop. 
We know that shit ain’t real, 
come on now, make it stop”, all 
she does is bring attention to 
the fact that no super model or 
hot-to-trot celebrity has a pho-
toshoot without editing the pic-
tures before publishing. 
 Raise your hand if you’ve 
seen the side by side shots of 
models before and after the 
Photoshop edit. If you watch 
America’s Next Top Model of-
ten, then you have. Don’t front.
 This person calls Meghan “A 
walking contradiction,” and they 
don’t respect her or her ideolo-
gies. Why? Are they mad because 
she wasn’t afraid to call out what 
she sees? What America forces 
us to believe—that being skinny 
gets you on the cover, and being 
plus-sized gets you in the back 
towards the ads. 
    Never mind the fact that in the 

song she says, “Go ahead and tell 
them skinny bitches hey, now 
I’m just playing I know you think 
you’re fat, but I’m here to tell you 
every inch of you is perfect from 
the bottom to the top.”  Contra-
diction? Skinny shaming? No. 
 We all have that friend who 
weighs 110 soaking wet, but con-
siders herself fat. The reason why 
she does is irrelevant. I’m sorry, 
but a girl whose biggest jean 
size is six can’t expect me and 
my size 22 to be like “Mhm, girl 
yeah, you could stand to lose a 
couple pounds.” I’m confident in 
what my body image is, but that’s 
insulting to hear and Meghan 
Trainor just put it in a song.
 Now I’ve said all this to say that 
this song was for encouragement 
to plus-sized girls, but from the 
lyrics and the video it was clear 
every single body type should 
be embraced. At the beginning 
they’re separated and compar-
ing, but at the end their dancing 
together. There’s nothing wrong 
with one more than the other. 
   I know this song is on my work-
out playlist, and the first time I 
heard it was when I needed to 
the most. I love this song. So A+ 
Meghan Trainor. I’m all about 
that bass just like you.
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Faces of Ferris

Michael Baker
Senior, Pre-Nursing

“I’m sad the semester is ending, but happy for 
summer to be here. I’m a little stressed because 
I’m looking for an internship. But I’m graduating 
soon and I’m excited about that.”

Ferris State Torch Photo Editor Shelby Soberalski goes 
out each week around campus and scouts out students for 
Faces of Ferris to ask them a question.....

How do you feel about the 
semester ending and 
summer approaching?

FSUS-Helpful or a waste?

Photo Courtesy of mctcampus.com

Kindergarten teacher Teresa Reaugh, center, works with her students, in her classroom on Oct. 28, 2014, at Holly Ridge Elementary School in 

Holly Springs, N.C. FSUS is the Kindergarten of college.

Is this class really necessary to take?
 It’s been two years since I’ve 
taken FSUS, and I’m still feeling a 
little bitter about my experiences. 
 My experience with FSUS 
was a lot like watching any 
Adam Sandler film; I sat 
through the entire thing and 
waited for it to get better, but 
it didn’t. It was one big waste.
 When I was forced into the 
class, I thought it would be a 
waste of time. I even thought 
it was completely ridiculous 
that I had to pay $300 to take 
a meaningless class, and I’m 
not the only student who feels 
that way. I’ve talked to a lot 
of students about this, and 
I’ve even overheard a few talk 
about how useless the class was. 
 Before we go any further, 
I’m just going to say that I’m 
a townie. Born and raised in 
BR. The only reason I feel like I 
shouldn’t have taken FSUS is be-
cause I know the town (and cam-
pus) like the back of my hand.
 My experience with FSUS 
wasn’t extremely horrible, but 
it was incredibly boring. I sat in 
the back corner of the classroom 
and played Poke’mon the entire 
time. What makes me really mad 
is that I basically paid $300 to 
play my game. I could’ve stayed 
home and played my game for 
free. Hell, I could’ve stayed in 
my pajamas and not heard the 
annoying group of students in 
the front row talk really loudly.
 I feel like it’s partially the 
professor’s fault, too. Not go-
ing to mention any names, but 
we didn’t discuss anything re-
motely useful. The professor just 
talked to the annoying people 
in the front row about football 
or something along those lines. 
 Now I’m not here to bash 
FSUS. Honestly, I think the idea 
is pretty good. Students could 
potentially learn more about 
campus. They could learn ev-
erything they need to know 
about college. What I’m try-
ing to say is that Ferris needs 

to plan this class out more and 
maybe have different or better 
professors teaching the class. 
 To make FSUS better, I feel 
like Ferris should not charge 
students for the class, or at least 
make the class optional for stu-
dents. If it was optional, stu-
dents who don’t care about the 
class (me) wouldn’t need to 
take it because we know about 
campus and college already. 
 That $300 I spent could’ve 
been used for literally anything 
other than that class. I feel ripped 

off, and I’m pissed about it. Do 
you know how many pizzas I 
could buy with $300? 60 Little 
Caesar’s Hot N’ Ready pizzas. 
 I understand it’s a required 
class, but I don’t understand 
why we need to pay Ferris for 
information that is required to 
be shared with every student. 
Instead of making a class about 
it, why not just make a pam-
phlet with everything we need to 
know? Pass it out during orienta-
tion and save us time and money. 
 We shouldn’t have to pay to 
learn more about the campus. 
We already learn about it during 
orientation, so I feel like FSUS is 
a very expensive recap. 

Dylan Peters
Opinions Editor
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Photo By: Shelby Soberalski | Photo Editor

In this Torch File Photo, the Ferris ROTC students raise the fl ag at a football game.

Adding a little Hoo-ah! to your lifestyle

What everyone should know about life in a military family
 At the beginning of the year, 
I wrote a Modern Love column 
about long distance relationships. 
Here’s a summary: they’re hard. 
 When I thought that the 
long distance part of my 
relationship was over, we 
were faced with an opportu-
nity that we couldn’t ignore.
 My fiancé enlisted in 
the Army National Guard. 
 I aspire to be lots of things in 
life, but I never thought being an 
army wife was in my future. So of 
course, I obsessively researched 
the life I was getting myself 
into and boy, was I shocked.
 Can we just take a second 
and give some kudos to the 
military families out there? 
Because I don’t see hardly any 
recognition for the turmoil they 
go through on a daily basis. 
 Being a MilSo, or military sig-
nificant other, is like having a long 
distance relationship on steroids. 

 Military life starts with 
ten weeks of basic train-
ing in another state with lit-
tle to no communication other 
than snail mail. Seriously, I 
can’t remember the last time 
I wrote and mailed a letter. 
 After basic, the soldiers go 
to advanced individual train-
ing (AIT) for 5 to 13 weeks 
depending on which career path 
they select. Thankfully, in our 
case it’s only five weeks in AIT. 
 According to Army National 
Guard Recruiter Mario Garnett, 
communication is a little 
more lenient in AIT, possi-
bly allowing phone use dur-
ing evenings and/or weekends, 
but that’s ultimately up to the 
commander and first sergeant. 
 As if that weren’t difficult 
enough, becoming a military 
family isn’t just dealing with a 
job change. It’s a lifestyle change. 
 Upon graduation of basic, I 

will no longer be marrying a 
regular civilian, but a soldier. 
There is a reason that the two 
are distinguished separately. 
 After all the training, mili-
tary families constantly have 
the big “D” word hanging over 
them. That’s right. Deployment. 
 Soldiers are government 
property, meaning they can 
be torn from their families 
and deployed wherever and 
whenever they are needed for 
months or even years at a time.
 While phone use is allowed, 
military spouses often alter their 
sleep schedules just to be able to 
talk to their soldiers because they 

never really know for sure when 
the next time they’ll be able to. 
 There is a constant reminder 
that their soldier might never 
return home. If that isn’t emotion-
ally taxing, I don’t know what is. 
Meanwhile, the MilSo has to hold 
the house down and carry on. 
 Once they do return home, 
readjusting to the family and 
a safe environment can be 
harder than it may seem. 
 Not to mention military fami-
lies frequently move, depending 
on where the soldier is stationed. 
 Things get even more compli-
cated when there are children in 
the picture. Soldiers often miss 
milestones, holidays, birthdays, 
sometimes even the birth of 
their children. Can you imagine 
having to prepare your children 
for their parent’s deployment? 
Going through a pregnancy 
while your soldier is overseas?
 I can’t begin to explain the 

difficulties that military fami-
lies face and the strength they 
must have because I am new 
to the lifestyle, but it’s not 
all as bad as it may sound. 
 Of course there are many 
benefits offered to mili-
tary families, but the strength 
and bond that these fami-
lies form is irreplaceable. 
 They cherish every second 
they have together, and words 
cannot describe the respect and 
support these families have.
 While I’m absolutely terri-
fied for this part of my life, 
at the same time I couldn’t be 
any more excited and proud 
to become a military wife.
 The biggest lesson I’ve 
learned throughout my research 
and during this process is to take 
this life one day at a time.

Sarah Force
Lifestyles Editor
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