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Ferris’ new Greek life

RSO Violations Founded 2014-2015

Photo by: Melissa Klinger

Sorority sisters from Alpha Sigma Tau

Greek life coordinator instills change in fraternities and sororities 
Mari Ann Loucks
Ferris State Torch

 The stereotypes surrounding 
Greek life are often shown in 
movies and television shows, 
but as the Greek Life Coordi-
nator, Matthew Jones hopes to 
change the view of Greek life.
 Matthew Jones was hired 
by Ferris State University in 
January to advise the Pan-
hellenic Council and the Pro-
fessional Fraternity Council.
 “My position is intended 
to see the big picture of our 
community and develop pro-
gramming,” Jones said. “There 
is much more that goes into 
the position, such as working 
one-on-one with our students 
to help them develop their 
leadership abilities and foster 
intentional change within their 
organization and our FSU com-
munity.”
 According to Angela Ro-
man, director of the Center 
for Leadership, Activities and 
Career Services (CLACS), 
some Greek organizations 
were in need of guidance.
 “Matthew’s position in-
volves getting all the greeks 
to live up to their values,” Ro-
man said. “Some were doing 
a great job and some didn’t 
know their values. He’s helping 
them understand the rules.”
 CLACS enforced eight viola-

tions of university rules during 
the 2014-15 academic year, 
including an investigation 
for hazing. Roman handles 
cases of misconduct herself.
 “If it has to do with haz-
ing or alcohol, we typically 
put the organization on in-
terim suspension, then I’ll 
start investigating,” she said.
 This can involve reviewing 
police reports or interview-
ing members of the organi-
zation being investigated. 
An RSO or Greek organiza-
tion can be suspended for 
years due to a violation.
 RSOs and Greeks can be 
found in violation for a vari-
ety of different reasons, in-
cluding failure to pay dues, 
a trademark violation or 
hosting an event with alco-
hol without pre approval.
 According to Jones, one of 
the biggest improvements to 
Greek life will be a three-hour 
program on new member edu-
cation, informing new recruits 
about the Greek life com-
munity and its expectations.
 “I’m hoping to improve the 
perception of Greek life and 
what it means to be a mem-
ber of this community,” Jones 
said. “There will be an effort to 
engage with the Ferris commu-
nity and Big Rapids communi-
ty to help others understand 
the Greek life experience and 

why these organizations exist.”
 “The inherent understand-
ing of Greek life is tainted and 
it creates more work for our 
students to dispel the stereo-
types and misconceptions of 
a Greek community,” Jones 
said. “Joining a Greek orga-
nization is a great way to set 
yourself up for success. Being 
a member is a great way to de-
velop yourself holistically, and 
become part of a large net-
work of brothers and sisters.”
 Melissa Klinger, pres-
ident of the Panhellenic 
Council, said she already 
sees the improvements 
within Greek life at Ferris.
 “I think Greek life has 
changed since Matthew 
Jones has come to Ferris,” 
said Klinger. “He has made 
it easier for us to do our po-
sitions on e-board and he 
has helped girls grow as 
leaders, not just in Panhel-
lenic but on campus as well”
 Klinger, a fi nance and insur-
ance major, is making it one of 
her goals to put on a big philan-
thropy event with the many 
different sororities at Ferris. 
She is also eager to change 
the perception of Greek life.
 “Greek life is not what you 
see in the movies,” Klinger 

See Greek
on page 4

Hazing violation

Contract violation 

Unregistered event with alcohol 

Failure to register a high risk event 

Trademark violation 

Failure to comply violation 

Events with alcohol violation 

National suspension for fi nancial reasons 
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Getting to know the new Student Government President

Submitted Photo

Meet Wayne Bersano, President of Student Government

Devin Anderson
News Editor

 Wayne Bersano is a se-
nior in resort and hospitality 
management from Pincon-
ning. He was elected after 
a year as vice president un-
der Andrew Kalinowski. He 
campaigned while studying 
in Germany last semester.
 Torch: Was it a challenge 
to campaign for president 
from across the world?
 Bersano: It was stressful to 
say the least. I was constant-
ly online emailing people and 
contacting professors. I had 
to be sort of a guide because 
I was away. As far as the cam-
paigning, Chauntel [Wooten, 
Bersano’s campaign manager 
and Student Government vice 
president] put in tons of hours 
spreading the word. I have so 
much trust and respect for her.
 Torch: Your campaign fo-
cused on collaboration, 
leadership and diversi-
ty. How would you like to 
see those things manifest 

now that you’re president?
 Bersano: In the big picture, 
all of them are intertwined. 
I want to see more diversity 
on campus through collab-
oration. I want people to as-
pire to be good leaders and 
get involved. Whether it be 
with international student or-
ganizations, religious groups 
or special interests groups, 
those groups coming together 
makes a better environment. I 
really feel ignorance is where 
hate comes from. When you 
break down those barriers, 
you realize we’re all just hu-
man. That’s what I want to 
see happen on this campus.
 Torch: What did you 
learn while studying 
abroad in Germany?
 Bersano: I was constantly 
surrounded by foreigners. I 
met people from Syria, Dubai, 
Egypt, China, Columbia, the 
list goes on. Being in an en-
vironment where you’re con-
stantly surrounded by such 
diversity, you get to learn so 
much about culture. I don’t 

think the International Of-
fi ce and study abroad pro-
gram are utilized enough.
 Torch: How can Stu-
dent Government be a 
resource to students?
 Bersano: To an individual 
student, if you join Student 
Government, you get to repre-
sent the students and make 
decisions that impact stu-
dents. When people come to 
us for advice, like the universi-
ty did when they were making 
the UC, we get to have a say. 
For RSOs, they can always 
come to us for collaboration. 
That’s a big thing, we try to col-
laborate on all of our events to 
get more people in on a project 
and boost excitement about it. 
 Torch: Do you have any ad-
vice for incoming freshman?
 Bersano: Get involved on 
campus very quickly, but make 
sure you don’t overwhelm 
yourself. A new location and 
new friends leaves you a lot 
to balance. Don’t forget your 
studies but make sure you 
have a good fi rst year.
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New vision brings end to Helen Ferris Hall
Kip Biby
News Editor

 The Ferris campus has 
been no stranger in the last 
few years to large construc-
tion and demolition projects.
 This summer has been no 
exception, as Helen Ferris Hall 
has been torn down. Students 
coming back to campus for 
the fi rst time since May will no-
tice a change in walking paths 
and a new view of campus.
 Built in 1956, Helen Ferris 

was the oldest suite style resi-
dence hall on campus until it’s 
demolition after May eighth 
commencement last spring.

 Deconstruction began as 
scheduled, immediately after 

Photo By: Evan Dulac | Multimedia Editor

A wide open space takes place of Helen Ferris

Watch video coverage at fsutorch.com

See Helen Ferris 
on page 6

Welcome Back
FERRIS STUDENTS!

• Tuesdays $2 U call its!

• Wednesday Team Trivia

• 1/2 off apps during game play

• 14 draft beers & 100 oz 

  Beer Towers for sale

1005 Perry Ave., Big Rapids, MI

231-796-8494
www.sngbigrapids.com

At Sporting News Grill in Big Rapids, you can experience some of the 

finest food and drink selection around. Stop by and see for yourself!

Check out 
our Facebook 
page & 
website for 
daily 
specials!



Swipe for cash

Member FDIC

*One offer per household. All debit card purchases must be performed and posted to your a
ccount during the three consecutive months following account opening. The first month begins 
the first of the month following account opening. Every month during the three-month 
promotion in which you complete 20 debit card swipes, you will receive a $10 deposit into your 
checking account.

Does not apply to health savings accounts or to ATM transactions. For tax purposes, you will 
receive a Form 1099-INT from us for your incentive payment. Deposit will be made to account 
within one week after each month in which qualifying debit card swipes were completed.

Swipe your debit card 20 times for purchases every month for three months, 
and we’ll deposit $10* into your checking account each month. Enjoy the 
extra cash – it’s our gift to you!

You could earn $30 just by opening an 
Independent Bank checking account and 
swiping your Debit MasterCard!

231.796.5865     |     404 Perry St., Big Rapids    |     IndependentBank.com

New Account Debit Offer

2 Bedroom 
House For 

Rent In 
Big Rapids

Call 
231-796-5306 

For More 
Information. 231-796-5823

12425 183RD STREET
BIG RAPIDS
3 Miles from Ferris,  

3 Bedrooms, 2 full baths,  
1,280 sq. ft. Manufactured home 

on high ground lot 100x160. 
Developed 8 years ago, 12x26 

Carport, Central A/C, 5  
appliances, storage shed, Michigan 

Gas F/A heat. Like new vinyl  
siding/shingle roof, many extras.

$47,000.00 
Less 7,500 down 
$400.00/mo P&I
Plus Tax & Ins. Owner 

Financing...Call Grant Blakely
at Coldwell Banker
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GREEK from page 1

Greek life undergoes big change

said. “It’s not only communi-
ty-based, but it helps the nation 
because of the philanthropy 
events that each chapter puts 
on. Money raised from those 
events goes to many different 
organizations and nonprofi ts.”
 Cameron Shoemaker, a 
member of Sigma Phi Epsi-
lon, president of the Inter-
fraternity Council, president 
of the Order of Omega and a 

senior in the criminal justice 
program says he has seen big 
changes in Greek life as well.
 “Since [Jones] has come 
to Ferris there has been a 
dramatic improvement in 
leadership skills in the Greek 
community leaders, as well 
encouraging all of the Greek 
organization members to 
develop leadership skills,” 
Shoemaker said. “He helps 

individuals in the Greek orga-
nizations recognize the skills 
they are obtaining. It’s not just 
us fraternity members doing 
something for the community, 
but we are also gaining use-
ful skills during these activi-
ties that we can use for life.”
 Shoemaker says people of-
ten forget the Greek communi-
ty focuses on giving back and 
it also offers many opportuni-

ties for membership growth.
 “Greek life offers members a 
skill set members can obtain,” 
Shoemaker said. “Though 
there is a negative light being 
cast on Greek organizations 
from media, if you commit to 
a Greek organization, it is un-
like any other experience. I’ve 
learned to be accountable, 
from my grades to making 
moral choices. I’ve learned 
social skills that I can apply in 
interviews and I’ve developed 

relationships with the faculty 
at Ferris. I’ve had so many op-
portunities at Ferris just from 
being involved in Greek life.”
 “Joining a Greek organi-
zation is a great way to set 
yourself up for success,” said 
Jones. “Being a member is a 
great way to develop yourself 
holistically and become part 
of a large network of brothers 
and sisters.”
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Anyone with a disability who needs special accommodation to attend this event should 
contact the Center for Leadership, Activities and Career Services at (231-) 591-2685 or 

clacs@ferris.edu at least 72 hours in advance.

Bulldog
Bonanza

Looking for  
something new  
to do this year?

Registered Student  
Organization (RSO) and 

Big Rapids Business Expo

Wednesday, September 16th
University Center 4-7pm
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MyFSU gets a facelift
What students think of the new MyFSU

Kip Biby
Ferris State Torch

 In March, Vicky Deur, Ap-
plications Project Manager, 
in charge of MyFSU, told the 
Torch that the new system 
will better serve incoming 
students and faculty, while 
making it easier to navigate 
for current students. With 
the rollout of the new sys-
tem in the rearview mirror, 
the Torch set out to learn 
what the people who argu-
ably use it the most, the stu-
dents, thought of the changes.  
 “It took some getting used 
to but it’s legit.” Victoria San-
chez, a senior in the health-
care systems administration 
program said. “There are 
some things I don’t like but 
it’s not that big of a deal.”
 Rachel Seitz, a junior, study-
ing medical lab science said, 
“I hate it. It takes you to a 
weird-ass page, I want them to 
bring it back to the way it was.”
 Rico Tucci, a junior in au-
tomotive engineering told us, 

“It’s not that bad, you just 
have to travel through more 
hoops to get where you are go-
ing. I like the old one better.”
 Junior and student employ-
ee at the Timme Center, Ericka 
Martin said, “At fi rst, I thought 
that the new MyFSU was really 
confusing and I did not like it 
at all since I was so use to the 
old one, but after working with 
it for a while now and learning 
the ropes of everything, it’s 
not as bad as I thought it was. 
But I did love the way the old 
MyFSU looked and how conve-
niently it was set up.”
 Recently Susan Cherry, IT 
Service Manager and Vicky 
Deurs, application project 
manager said while this went 
live in June, over the next 
nine months more items will 
be added to the site, such as 
classifi ed ads. IT department 
plans on setting up times for 
focus groups in the fall to fi nd 
out more from students what 
they like and identify some op-
portunities for improvement.  

TORCH

NEWS BRIEFS
Devin Anderson
News Editor

Silent Disco
Entertainment Unlimited, Student Government and the 
Music Industry Management Association are teaming 
up to host a silent disco from 9 to 11 p.m. on Monday, 
Aug. 31, in the north quad. Multiple DJ’s will perform on 
the stage in front of the University Center while attend-
ees listen through wireless headphones.

New MyFSU directory
Ferris’ Information Technology Services (ITS) depart-
ment launched a completely redesigned MyFSU portal 
in May. Its most prominent new feature is a directory 
of student, faculty and offi ce information. While the di-
rectory is still not fully functional, it contains student 
phone numbers and faculty offi ce locations, emails and 
phone numbers.

Dial A Ride service renewed
Ferris has partnered with Dial A Ride for the 2015-16 
academic year for rides around campus at no cost to 
students. Beginning on Monday Aug. 31, the shuttle 
service will be available from 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday and 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Fri-
days.

‘Ferris State Express’
Have classes at Ferris’ Grand Rapids campus or look-
ing for a day trip? Ferris has renewed its contract with 
The Rapid shuttle service for another year. Designed 
to provide students easy transportation to and from 
Ferris’ Grand Rapids campus, the ‘Ferris State Express’ 
makes four stops in Big Rapids every weekday. Bus 
cards are available for daily travelers and a one-way trip 
is available for $8 cash. For more information on Ferris’ 
partnership with The Rapid, visit ferris.edu/htmls/cur-
rent/shuttlebus.
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Xavier Locke and Austin Benzing ride the White Pine Trail north of Big Rapids

Courtesy photo/Friends of the White Pine Trail

The White Pine Trail being paved near the Fifth Third Ballpark in Comstock Park

DNR seeks grant to pave portion of White Pine Trail
Devin Anderson
News Editor

 Plans are now in mo-
tion to fully pave Mich-
igan’s longest rail trail.
 The Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources recent-
ly applied for a $4 million 
grant from the Michigan De-
partment of Transportation 
to pave an 11.8-mile stretch 
of the Fred Meijer White Pine 
Trail from Leroy to Reed City.
 “We will know soon if we are 
successful with the grant ap-
plication and, if lucky, should 
be able to put the project out 
for bid in late 2016,” said Paul 
Yauk, of the DNR’s Parks and 
Recreation Division. “We will 
apply for additional funds to 
complete the other 30 miles 
of the trail in following years.”
 Referred to by many as the “I-
75 of rail trails,” the White Pine 
Trail is a 92-mile trail stretch-
ing from Cadillac to Comstock 
Park. Formerly a part of Mich-
igan’s rail system, the trail is 
now used primarily by cyclists 
and snowmobilers. Nearly 40 
miles of trail is unpaved, in-
cluding a section of trail from 
Sand Lake north to Big Rapids.
 Xavier Locke, an energy 
systems senior, enjoys the 
trail most during the fall.
 “I ride my bike to the disc 
golf course at least once 
a week,” Locke said. “It’s 
very scenic. It’s awesome 
during the fall because 
there are so many colors.”
 Big Rapids City Manager 
Steve Sobers bikes north on 
the paved portion of the White 
Pine Trail Frequently and said 
the city has always encour-
aged the DNR to improve the 
unpaved portion of the trail.
 “The trail is a pretty import-
ant tourist attraction and com-
munity attraction,” Sobers said. 
 The DNR announced plans 
to put crushed limestone on 
all 40 miles of unpaved trail 
in June. Dozens of trail us-
ers and several state legis-
lators challenged the DNR, 
saying limestone would be 
an expensive temporary mea-
sure and that asphalt, while 
more costly, would be better.
 “The purpose of improv-
ing the trail is to open the 
trail up to more users,” said 
Dave Heyboer, chairman 
of the Friends of the White 
Pine Trail. “Limestone would 
keep the vast majority of po-
tential users off the trail.”
 “We’re optimistic we’ll 
see major progress in the 
next few years,” he added.
 The White Pine Trail is locat-
ed next to the old train depot 
on the east side of Big Rapids.

HELEN FERRIS from page 3

Students will miss the demolished hall

the May 8th commencement. 
Michael Hughes, associate 
vice president for Physical 
Plant, who served as the proj-
ect manager of the demolition 
said, “The idea was part of 
the original quad design con-
cept to open this area and 
allow the college of Arts & 
Science to be the north an-
chor of the campus quad.”
 “I am happy it is all lev-
eled out and I am excited for 
the quicker walk to the Uni-

versity Center,” said Mere-
dith Hague, a junior studying 
nuclear medicine and a for-
mer resident of Helen Ferris.  
 While some students like 
Hague are excited for the 
changes, former resident of 
Helen Ferris, Benjamin Tuttle, 
is sad to see it go. “I am upset 
they are tearing it down,” Tut-
tle said, ”I made a lot of good 
memories there and some 
great friends.” Tuttle also not-
ed that Helen Ferris was the 

perfect location to live on cam-
pus, as it was close to his class-
es and the University Center.
 The area was partially 
opened for pedestrians in 
mid-August, but is scheduled 
to be completely open in time 
for the Fall semester. At this 
time, there are no plans for 
a construction project on the 
site, as it is intended to remain 
a green space.

Photo By:  |Devin Anderson

The White Pine Trail’s bridge over the Muskegon River in Big Rapids
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“Academic success if far more fufulling 
when you have some fun once in a while.” 
  Bradley Isler
  See below for story
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Courtesy of Anna Mayer

Mayer at her summer internship at The Homestead Resort in Glen Arbor, MI. 

Submitted  Photo

Cole Heule with his tennis students on Mackinac Island. 

A taste of the real world
Students spend summer in future careers
Jennifer Corrie
Ferris State Torch

 Internships are argu-
ably the best way to de-
cide if a student’s chosen 
fi eld of study is the right fi t.
 They provide a temporary 
glimpse into a career path, 
and many Ferris students 
take advantage of internship 
opportunities each summer. 
 Casey Aumaugher, a ju-
nior in music industry man-
agement, is currently on 
her summer internship.
 “I am a promotions intern 
at the Big Rapids Radio Net-
work, which is the company 
that airs Big Country 100.9 
and Y-102.3,” Aumaugh-
er said. “It’s a summer/fall 
type deal that I’m going to 
be done with in January.”
 Since starting her intern-
ship, Aumaugher said her 
experience has been great. 
 “I’ve been learning so much 
about how the world of radio 
works and I’m also getting a 
lot more involved in the com-
munity,” Aumaugher said. 
“Also, I learned how import-
ant networking is in the mu-
sic industry. Dan Cronk, my 
advisor, has always stressed 
how important it is to get your 
name out there, but I never 
fully realized how important it 
was until I had a point in my 
life to actually experience it.”
 Cole Heule, a professional 
tennis management senior, had 
an internship this summer as 

director of tennis at the Grand 
Hotel on Mackinac Island. 
 “It’s been a valuable expe-
rience for me as director and 
it’s unlike any other position 
I’ve had before,” Huele said. 
“I learned overall that it is 
diffi cult to be in charge. One 
has to assume so many re-
sponsibilities that it is often 
diffi cult to juggle them all and 
attempt to prioritize them. I’ve 
had to do a lot of that over 
the summer, but it’s been 
still essential for my growth 
as a future professional.”
 Anna Mayer, a hospitality 
management junior, interned 
this summer at the Home-

stead Resort in Glen Arbor. 
 “It’s been pretty good, chal-
lenging at times,” Mayer said. 
“It’s a really busy resort with 
only one front desk for four 
hotels and 150 condos and all 
the service is from one front 
desk. I’ve learned a lot about 
people and how they react 
under certain situations, and 
I’ve also learned a lot about 
working under managers with 
different managing styles.”
 Mayer said she’s also learned 
it’s worth it to keep pushing 
through daily work struggles.
 “Your work won’t go unno-
ticed,” Mayer said. “Also to just 

keep smiling, even if the people 
you serve aren’t smiling or hap-
py, a smile can go a long way.”
 For any students who need 
to complete an internship 
and haven’t yet, all three in-
terns gave a piece of advice.
 “Just keep your mind open 
when deciding on an intern-
ship,” Aumaugher said. “I 
never thought I would stay 
in Big Rapids for mine, but 
I’m really glad that I did.”
 “Pick an internship where 
you will learn the most even 
if you’d rather do something 
else,” Mayer said. “I’m glad 
I picked this front desk in-
ternship over any other posi-

tions at a different resort be-
cause I’ve learned so much 
about every department 
and all resort operations.” 
 “Find a brand new experi-
ence that excites you and pur-
sue every opportunity within 
that experience,” Huele said. 
“The more you can branch out 
of your comfort zone, learn 
new things and see things in 
different perspectives, the 
more you can gain and truly 
learn from your internship. 
Make it count!” 

School success
Faculty and students share key 
advice to thriving at Ferris
Hailey Klingel
Lifestyles Editor

 Whether you’re an incom-
ing freshman or have been 
in college for a while, a little 
advice can go a long way. To 
help Ferris students get back 
into (or start) college life, a few 
Ferris professors and students 
shared what they’ve discov-
ered about creating a success-
ful Ferris experience—both 
academically and socially.
 “Live by the motto, ‘Work 
hard, play hard,’” biology 
professor Bradley Isler said. 
“Relaxation is far more fun 
when you know your classes 
are going well. At the same 
time, academic success is far 
more fulfi lling when you have 
some fun once in a while.”
 Nuclear medicine senior 
Lynzie Wagoner encourages 
fi nding a group of friends who 

have similar academic goals.
 “When things get tough they 
are the people who encourage 
you to keep working hard,” 
Wagoner said. “You all work 
together, complain about dif-
fi cult assignments, but in the 
end, you can all pull together 
and survive until the next crazy 
hard exam or assignment.”
 Even though students may 
not feel like adults, compo-
sition professor John Cullen 
says to remember that that’s 
how professors view us. 
 “In college, you will be treat-
ed as an adult who has made 
decisions, not as a child who 
needs to be given grace pe-
riods and extra understand-
ing,” Cullen said. “Your college 
teacher will help you out, but 
unlike the best high school 
teachers, he or she is not a 

See Success
on page 10

Keep smiling, even if the people 
you serve aren’t smiling or happy, a 

smile can go a long way.
Anna Mayer
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Don’t let your closet drain your wallet

Photo By:  | Hailey Klingel

First Lady’s Attic will reopen for the 2015 Fall Semester

Andrea Lenhart
Ferris State Torch

 Between RSOs, internships 
and class presentations, Fer-
ris students occasionally need 
an outfi t that goes beyond leg-
gings or sweatpants. Thanks 
to First Lady’s Attic, worrying 
about how to look profes-
sional without breaking the 
bank is something students 
will not have to stress about.
 Patsy Eisler, President David 
Eisler’s wife, made her dream 
of helping students dress 
professional for school-relat-
ed events come true in 2009 
when First Lady’s Attic opened. 
 “The purpose of First Lady’s 
Attic is so that Ferris students 
can have the opportunity to 
have professional clothing for 
internships, interviews and 
class presentations,” said 
Tiffany Shack, a business 
data analytics junior who 
works at the First Lady’s Attic.
 The clothing at the store 
is free for students. Dona-

tions come from the Big Rap-
ids community and Ferris 
students. Students are al-
lowed to keep one outfi t per 
semester  of their choosing. 
 “I went to First Lady’s Attic 
with certain pieces of cloth-
ing in mind,” hospitality se-
nior Kasey Perry said. “They 
showed me where to look 
for everything I needed for 
my conference with my RSO, 
which is National Society of 
Minorities in Hospitality. I 
chose to go there because I 
didn’t have extra money and 
I heard it was a good place 
to go for business clothes.” 
 Perry needed to purchase a 
black blazer to match a black 
mid-knee pencil skirt and a 
navy blue blazer skirt to match 
a navy blue blazer. Accord-
ing to Perry, every day of her 
conference she needed to be 
dressed in business attire. 
With her new fi ndings at First 
Lady’s Attic, she was able to 
mix and match her new blazer 
and skirt for multiple outfi ts.

 “This is something that 
not a lot of students take 
advantage of, probably be-
cause they don’t know about 
it,” Shack said. “Sometimes 
our clothes are just not what 
students are looking for, but 
it’s all donated and you can’t 
be picky about free clothes.”
 Some students, can’t afford 
to be too picky, which is why 
First Lady’s Attic is on campus. 
 The store is set up with 
clothing racks ordered by 
different sizes. Accesso-
ries such as purses and 
shoes are displayed on 
the walls, and the store is 
very organized and clean.
 First Lady’s Attic can be 
found in room 134 in the Uni-
versity Center. Hours vary from 
day to day. Donations are al-
ways accepted and can be 
dropped off at the store, the 
Timme Center or Pete’s Dry 
Cleaning, which is located at 
115 Hemlock Street. 

Free clothes from First Lady’s Attic
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Courtesy of Anna Mayer

Mayer at her summer internship at The Homestead Resort in Glen Arbor, MI. 
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School success

 nding a group of friends who 

have similar academic goals.
 “When things get tough they 
are the people who encourage 
you to keep working hard,” 
Wagoner said. “You all work 
together, complain about dif-
 cult assignments, but in the 
end, you can all pull together 
and survive until the next crazy 
hard exam or assignment.”
 Even though students may 
not feel like adults, compo-
sition professor John Cullen 
says to remember that that’s 
how professors view us. 
 “In college, you will be treat-
ed as an adult who has made 
decisions, not as a child who 
needs to be given grace pe-
riods and extra understand-
ing,” Cullen said. “Your college 
teacher will help you out, but 
unlike the best high school 
teachers, he or she is not a 

Success
on page 10
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cheerleader or your mother.”
 Will Gasper, who retired 
last week after teaching 
at Ferris for 15 years, en-
courages students to seek 
out help when they need it.
 “Often students believe that 
they are the only ones who are 
struggling in these areas, but 
it’s actually more common than 
most students think,” Gasper 
said. “Not dealing with anxiety 
and depression often leads 
to a downward spiral where 
students fall behind and do 
poorly in their classes, so get-
ting help as soon as possible 
can really make a difference.”
 Brooke Moore, who has 
been teaching at Ferris since 
2006, also said that asking for 

help is essential to success.
 “I always tell students, 
‘Don’t wait to ask for help 
until the situation is critical,’” 
Moore said. “Students need 
to know that those who are 
successful ask for help. Many 
students ask for help too late. 
If students get out in front of 
the problem, we as instructors 
are often better able to assist.”
 And instructors do want 
to assist, according to Isler.
 “When a student is moti-
vated enough to come talk to 
a professor, that is a sign to 
the professor that the student 
actually cares about the class, 
no matter their performance 
in the course,” Isler said.
 It’s challenging to have 

good class attendance, but 
from a professor’s standpoint, 
Isler said it’s a large indi-
cator of academic success.
 “Come to class,” Isler said. 
“Would you buy a new laptop 
computer and immediately 
throw it in the garbage? I doubt 
it. That is essentially what 
you are doing if you pay for a 
course then quit attending.”
 Optometry senior Kevin 
Leahy recommends not just 
going to class, but making 
sure to put in the necessary 
extra work to grasp concepts.
 “In college courses, more 
often than not, the course is 
largely based off of tests and 
labs, with no homework to pre-
pare for the tests at all,” Leahy 

said. “It seemed sweet at fi rst 
but it didn’t take long for me 
to realize that you need to, in a 
way, assign yourself homework 
and guidelines to really learn 
the material and do well in 
class. Most of the time just go-
ing to a lecture isn’t enough.”
 And, when you are in class, 
get off your phone and partic-
ipate. Professors notice when 
students are scrolling through 
Twitter the whole hour, and 
they don’t appreciate it.
 “I am old, so I want them to 
turn off their darn cellphones 
and at least pretend to be in-
terested in class,” Cullen said. 
“It would be a real learning 
experience if some of these 
people came in for help and 

I kept stopping to check my 
phone or send a text while 
they were struggling with fi nd-
ing a topic or learning how 
to avoid dangling modifi ers.”
 Isler also stressed that be-
ing an open-minded student is 
key to growth and knowledge.
 “Grumpy students that say 
things like, ‘I don’t know why I 
have to learn this, this course 
has nothing to do with my  
degree’ for an entire semes-
ter are not too fun to have in 
class,” Isler said. “Opening 
your mind to new areas and 
understanding how courses 
are interrelated is in important 
part of college.”

SUCCESS from page 8

Successful students take responsibility
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 On one weekend per 
year, an endless fl eet of 
U-Haul trucks and jam-
packed minivans descend 
upon Big Rapids as par-
ents say a tearful goodbye 
and students begin college.
 This turbulent time is 
known as welcome week-
end, and it’s a great time 
to not only look forward to 
the next year of classes 
and experiences, but also 
to refl ect on one’s own life.
 For example, one might 
question why they opted to 
bring a 72” TV to move into a 
dorm room that can hardly ac-

commodate one human body. 
Or perhaps they could refl ect 
on why they’ve accumulat-
ed approximately fi ve billion 
hand towels, yet the thought 
of bringing even one pencil 
with a viable eraser to col-
lege didn’t cross their mind.
 An individual is also like-
ly to refl ect upon his or 
her social choices. Maybe 
they’ll make more friends 
with pickup trucks for next 
year’s move in, for example.
 Of course, moving into 
student housing on a col-
lege campus is about more 
than just refl ecting on 

questionable life choices. 
It’s also about moving on.
 For many people, leaving 
home for college is the fi rst 
extended period of time that 
they spend outside of their 
guardian’s household.
 I hate to be the bearer of 
bad news, but laundry does 
not wash and fold itself auto-
matically. Peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches also don’t 
fall from the sky with the 
crusts cut off.
 These are services par-
ents provide that students 
may have taken for granted 
all of their lives, and are now 

being forced to live with-
out. Yet shockingly, there 
is a way that these luxu-
ries can still be taken ad-
vantage of while in college!
 It’s called doing it for one-
self,  and it’s something that ev-
eryone must do at some point. 
 Sure, new students may 
be accustomed to safe-
ty scissors, but it’s time to 
move on to the real deal. 
 Moving into student hous-
ing is like a rite of passage. 
After all, what better way to 
usher in adulthood then by 
sleeping on a twin-sized bunk 
bed?

Moving in and moving on

University of El Salvador vs Ferris

Submitted photo by: Devin  Hodgson 

Group of social work students who traveled to El Salvador for a study abroad trip.

 This summer, I was part of a 
group of social work students 
who traveled to El Salvador 
for a study away trip through 
Ferris. El Salvador is a Span-
ish-speaking country in Cen-
tral America. The population is 
about six million, wheras Mich-
igan has a population of about 
ten million. El Salvador is com-
parable in size to New Jersey. 
 We spent the majority of 
our time in El Salvador visiting 
social service agencies and 
learning about the differenc-
es between the United States’ 
programs and El Salvador’s. 
To learn through real experi-
ences, students in our group 
were either sent to a senior 
center for homeless elders, a 
home for victims of sex traf-
fi cking, the University of El Sal-
vador (UES), or a hunger relief 
and food sovereignty program.
 Two classmates and I 
were placed at the Universi-
ty of El Salvador. During my 
trip, I noticed many differ-

ences and similarities be-
tween Ferris and the UES.
 Like Ferris, the University of 
El Salvador is a public univer-
sity. However, UES is the only 
public university in the country, 
while Ferris is one of 15 public 
universities just in Michigan. 
And UES has an enrollment 
of 54,000, whereas Ferris’ 
enrollment is about 14,000.
 The social life of UES stu-
dents is similar to that of Ferris 
students. While visiting a home 
of one of the students, we got 
into a conversation about the 
social aspect of universities in 
the U.S. and universities in El 
Salvador. We discovered that, 
for the most part, they are ex-
tremely similar. We were able 
to have conversations about 
parties, friends, extracurricu-
lar activities, and schoolwork. 

 The tuition rates are ex-
tremely different at the UES. 
According to the students we 
met, if you graduated high 
school in El Salvador it costs 
about fi ve dollars a month to 
attend. That is only about $45 
for the year. In contrast, Fer-
ris’ tuition is almost $11,000 
per year, which doesn’t in-
clude room and board costs. 
 The students asked about 
the price of university and the 
cost of rent in the U.S. They 
were disappointed when they 
heard how much more expen-
sive U.S. college is, as many of 
them have dreams of attend-
ing school in the U.S. someday 
for the American school expe-
rience. However, many of the 
students we spoke with were 
not interested in being em-
ployed in the States, but want-
ed to return to El Salvador after 
they got their graduate degree.
 The cost of housing and the 
living situations at the UES 

See University 
on page 13

Devin Hodgson
Guest Writer
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are completely different than 
Ferris’ housing. We visited 
a home where 17 students 
lived. The house had three 
bedrooms: one for males, two 
for the females, and two bath-
rooms. All of the students were 
from the same village, Santa 
Marta. These students did not 
have to pay rent because they 
do community service in their 
hometown every weekend. 
 It was unreal to see how 
little they paid for school and 
housing. On the other hand, 
there is no such thing as a 
two-bedroom apartment that 
only two people live in, like 
where I live in Big Rapids. 
 When we fi rst arrived on 
the campus we met with two 
students who spoke English. 
Then we went to a class with 
the students on economics. 
The class was all in Spanish, 
but they played a video that 
was in English with Spanish 
subtitles. Another interesting 
part about the UES is that 
students talked throughout 
the class, interrupting the 
teacher. The teacher just con-
tinued talking and no one 
seemed to be annoyed by the 
interrupting students, other 
than the students from Ferris. 
 An intermediate (or level 
two) foreign language class 
at the UES was different than 
what a level two foreign lan-
guage class would be like at 
Ferris, which I learned from 
participating in an interme-
diate English class at the 
UES. A student told us be-
forehand that these students 
would not speak English very 
well, as it was only their sec-
ond year taking English. We 
were amazed to fi nd out that 
these students spoke En-
glish extremely well, almost 
fl uently. They spoke slowly 
and with heavy accents, but 
it was easily understandable. 
 The professor had the three 
of us speak with groups of stu-
dents and help work on their 
English pronunciation. Basi-
cally, they just asked us ques-
tions that we answered. I was 
extremely impressed to be 
able to have complete conver-
sations with students in a sec-
ond-year English class. After 
the class ended, we learned 
that all of the students were 
studying English as their major.
 My time with the students 
from the University of El Sal-
vador opened my eyes to how 
a university in another country 
can be so similar yet so differ-
ent than Ferris. If you are inter-
ested in learning more about 
El Salvador and human and 
environmental rights, our part-
ner, Sister Cities, will be pre-
senting on Wednesday, Oct. 
7th from 6 to 8 p.m., location 

UNIVERSITY from page 12

 University life 
in El Salvador is the 
same yet different A guide to embracing creativity while growing up

Learning to function as an adult 
Lyndzi Sakowski
Ferris State Torch

 Everyone reaches that spe-
cial day. The day where the bal-
loons drop, confetti scatters 
the fl oor and the sign reads, 
“you’ve made it to adulthood!” 

 Not really, but a lot of stu-
dent’s feel there’s a more 
dreary transition to adulthood. 
There’s less time to relax, 
you’re working more hours and 
bills pile up. Some of these 
wholeheartedly rule, some of 
them restrict us. 

 If there’s one thing I’ve 
confronted multiple times 
while at college, it’s the in-
ternal struggle of balancing 
our passions and what soci-
ety deems as mature. But we 
can easily do both, luckily. 
 Not pursuing our true 

dreams is too common. People 
stow away their dreams of art or 
fi nishing a novel or dancing for 
a slice of the American Dream.
 Does, “I would do it if it made 

See Adulthood 
on page 14
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The boys are back

Ferris St. football prepares for the season to come with two-a-day practices in sweltering heat throughout fall camp.

Marshall Scheldt
Sports Editor

 The Ferris State football 
team is prepared to do big 
things in the 2015 season.
 The Bulldogs are coming 
off a phenomenal season 
last year that included an un-
defeated regular season, a 
Great Lakes Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference Cham-
pionship, and a Harlon Hill 
Trophy winner in quarter-
back Jason Vander Laan. 
 Vander Laan, who won 
the Division II version of the 
Heisman Trophy last year 
scored 50 combined touch-
downs through the air and 
on the ground last season 
for the Bulldogs. Although 
Vander Laan is a key compo-
nent to the Bulldogs’ success, 
he isn’t the only big name 
returning for Ferris this year. 
 The team will be return-
ing over 50 players from last 
season’s roster including 
wide receivers Shakur Sand-
ers, Jamel Lockett, Antonio 
Agurs and running back Ja-
haan Brown. On the defensive 

side of the ball, linebackers 
KC Zenner and Anthony Dar-
kangelo will be returning, as 
well as defensive end Jus-
tin Zimmer, among others.
 “It is nice to have a lot of 
returning veterans back which 
make practices go smoother. 
We all have a great mindset 
and won’t give anything but 
our best effort each day. Bring-
ing back this many guys really 
cuts down on any wasted time 
going over plays and forma-
tions and lets us get right into 
the action of practice. It also 
helps the young guys when we 
have so many upper classmen 
that know their assignments 
and can help teach the young-
er guys,” Vander Laan said.
 Ferris is currently ranked 
No. 3 in the nation accord-
ing to the D2Football.com 
preseason polls. With such 
a high ranking comes high 
expectations, but the Bull-
dogs aren’t concerning them-
selves with preseason polls.
 “We don’t really look 
much into the preseason 
polls because they don’t 
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more money,” sound famil-
iar? But here’s the catch: we 
can still do what we love while 
pursuing more fi scally stable 
careers. This is important be-
cause it is too easy to lose your 
soul to 9-5 America. 
 As a senior, the pressure is 
on to conform and abandon 
my most surreal passions for a 
white picket fence and a mini-
van. It doesn’t have to be this 
way, though. 
 Everyone has passions. Art, 
writing and music are just a 
few examples. If you’re shy 
about making your whole life 
about your passion, then just 
squeeze in some time to em-
brace it. Spend a few hours 
painting with friends, go to 
a poetry night or anything 
that brings you true bliss.
 The point is this: our dreams 
matter. What makes your heart 
fl utter will always bring a light 
into your life, just don’t let it 
go out. The Alchemist by Paulo 
Coelho describes it wonderful-
ly: “Remember that wherever 
your heart is, there you will fi nd 
your treasure.”

ADULTHOOD from page 12

 Don’t compro-
mise things you are 
passionate about

Photo  Credit: FSU Photo Services 

Students entering adulthood must take time off from studying and to enjoy their passions.
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 “He’s coming from Division I and obviously 
knows how to win.”
  Megan Hiler
  See page 16 for story

The boys are back

Photo By:  | Michal A. Corn FSU File Photo

Ferris St. football prepares for the season to come with two-a-day practices in sweltering heat throughout fall camp.

Marshall Scheldt
Sports Editor

 The Ferris State football 
team is prepared to do big 
things in the 2015 season.
 The Bulldogs are coming 
off a phenomenal season 
last year that included an un-
defeated regular season, a 
Great Lakes Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference Cham-
pionship, and a Harlon Hill 
Trophy winner in quarter-
back Jason Vander Laan. 
 Vander Laan, who won 
the Division II version of the 
Heisman Trophy last year 
scored 50 combined touch-
downs through the air and 
on the ground last season 
for the Bulldogs. Although 
Vander Laan is a key compo-
nent to the Bulldogs’ success, 
he isn’t the only big name 
returning for Ferris this year. 
 The team will be return-
ing over 50 players from last 
season’s roster including 
wide receivers Shakur Sand-
ers, Jamel Lockett, Antonio 
Agurs and running back Ja-
haan Brown. On the defensive 

side of the ball, linebackers 
KC Zenner and Anthony Dar-
kangelo will be returning, as 
well as defensive end Jus-
tin Zimmer, among others.
 “It is nice to have a lot of 
returning veterans back which 
make practices go smoother. 
We all have a great mindset 
and won’t give anything but 
our best effort each day. Bring-
ing back this many guys really 
cuts down on any wasted time 
going over plays and forma-
tions and lets us get right into 
the action of practice. It also 
helps the young guys when we 
have so many upper classmen 
that know their assignments 
and can help teach the young-
er guys,” Vander Laan said.
 Ferris is currently ranked 
No. 3 in the nation accord-
ing to the D2Football.com 
preseason polls. With such 
a high ranking comes high 
expectations, but the Bull-
dogs aren’t concerning them-
selves with preseason polls.
 “We don’t really look 
much into the preseason 
polls because they don’t 

See Football 
on page 16

Football Schedule

Northwood — Sept. 12, 7:00 p.m.

@ Grand Valley State — Sept. 19, 7:00 p.m.

Saginaw Valley State — Sept. 26, 2:00 p.m.

@ Findlay — Oct. 3, 12:00 p.m. 

@ Tiffi n — Oct. 10, 1:30 p.m.

Ohio Dominican — Oct. 17, 12:00 p.m.

Michigan Tech — Oct. 24, 12:00 p.m.

@ Lake Erie — Oct. 31, 1:00 p.m.

@ Northern Michigan — Nov. 7, 1:00 p.m.

Walsh — Nov. 14, 12:00 p.m.
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mean anything.   We are just 
focused on getting better ev-
ery day and playing our best 
each Saturday,” said sopho-
more linebacker KC Zenner.
 Sophomore wide receiver 
Shakur Sanders isn’t caught 
up in the hype either. 
 “Hype is just hype. As a unit 
we are only focusing on our 
fi rst game against Northwood. 
We take it day by day and week 
by week. Every week there is 
a new opponent and we are 
just preparing for the battle 
in front of us,” Sanders said.
 As far as goals go, the 
Bulldogs are setting the 
bar as high as possible 
going into the season.
 “Our fi rst goal is winning our 
fi rst game against Northwood 
on September 12. Beyond that 

we have high aspirations of 
making a deep playoff run and 
have made it clear we want 
to go onto a National Cham-
pionship,” said Vander Laan.
 Vander Laan isn’t the 
only one who wants to bring 
home a National Champion-
ship trophy to Big Rapids. 
 “It’s a legitimate goal to 
win the Division 2 National 
Championship,” said Sand-
ers, “it’s hard beating men 
who see the same vision.”
 The Dawgs will kick-off their 
fi rst game of the season on 
Sept. 12 against the North-
wood University Timberwolves 
at 7 p.m. at Top Taggart Field 
in Big Rapids. Ferris beat the 
Timberwolves 27-7 last sea-
son when Vander Laan ran 
for a touchdown and threw for 
three more. 

FOOTBALL from page 15

No. 2 ranked Ferris St. is looking 
to top the GLIAC once again

Coach King’s diamond

Photo By:  | Michal A. Corn FSU File Photo

The Bulldog softball team has been through three coaching changes in three years.

Ferris softball welcomes new head coach
Marshall Scheldt
Ferris State Torch

 The Ferris State softball 
team has a new head coach 
for the third time in as many 
years.
 West Michigan native Wal-
ly King will take the helm as 
the Bulldogs head coach for 
the 2015-2016 season. King 
was named head coach of Fer-
ris State earlier this year on 
July 31. He brings decades of 
softball experience to the Bull-
dogs, who struggled their way 
to a 16-36 season last year.
 Most recently, King was the 
national director of coach and 
player development with Dia-
mond Sports Training in Grand 
Rapids. King has tried his 
hand as a volunteer assistant 
coach with NCAA-I Furman 
University.
 King was also the former as-
sociate head coach of the Di-
vision I Syracuse softball team 
where he spent his time from 
2008-2013. During his coach-
ing at Syracuse, King led the 
Orange to four 30 win seasons 
and also two Big East cham-
pionships in 2010 and 2011. 
In 2011, King and the Orange 
tacked on a 45-13 record, the 
best record ever for a Syracuse 
softball team. Yet through all 
of this success, he still wished 
to return to West Michigan.

 “From the moment I stepped 
on campus I knew this was a 
good fi t for me,” King says, “I 
have been on the road for a 
long time—too long—and the 
chance to be home with my 
family was a key factor in my 
decision to pursue this oppor-
tunity.”
 Ferris players hope to have 
King stay for a while and cre-
ate a sense of consistency 
within the coaching staff. 
 “This is my third coach in 
three years. If we can get a 
coach to come in and stay it will 
be very benefi cial to our team,” 
junior pitcher Megan Hiler said.
 Hiler says that she thinks 
that King’s experience in the 
softball world will help their 
team improve signifi cantly. 
 “I am pretty excited,” Hiler 
says. “He’s coming from Di-
vision I and obviously knows 
how to win.”
 The regular season doesn’t 
start until February for the 
Bulldogs, but that doesn’t 
mean that they aren’t prepar-
ing for the season to come. 
This fall the team will be play-
ing in a tournament against 
teams like Indiana University, 
Purdue University, Fort Wayne 
(IPFW) and Taylor University.
 According to Hiler, the team’s 
goals are to win the Great 
Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (GLIAC) title and 
win the GLIAC tournament. 

 “With all the talent that we 
have it is possible. I honestly 
think we have a great chance 
at winning the GLIAC if we can 
all work together to reach that 
common goal. All of the girls 
want to succeed,” said Hiler.
 The talent is defi nitely there 
for the Bulldogs, who are re-
turning 12 letter winners this 
season. Among the returning 
players are sophomore catch-
er/utility player Emily Reed 
and outfi elder/pitcher Sam 
Bates who batted .323 and 
.291 respectively last season. 
Junior infi elder Sarah Johnson 
will also be returning this year 
after playing all 52 games last 
season and batting .308. Ju-
nior pitcher Stacy Thompson 
is also a big returner for the 
Bulldogs, who held a team 
best 3.74 ERA in 22 games.
 “Practices will be very de-
tailed with an emphasis on 
the fundamental way we want 
things done,” King says. “From 
a conditioning standpoint 
our focus will be on explosive 
movements. We don very lit-
tle distance work, but instead 
work on becoming explosive 
athletes who can cover short 
amounts of ground quickly.”
 The Bulldogs will be looking 
to grow under King this offsea-
son, and bring a new sense of 
stability and success that the 
softball team has been miss-
ing in recent years.  

Q&A with the coach
Chatting with Red Wings’ Jeff Blashill
Keith Salowich
Editor in Chief

 Ferris State alum Jeff Blash-
ill, who started his coaching 
career right here at his alma 
mater, was recently named the 
Head Coach of the Detroit Red 
Wings. 
 Blashill served as the 
team’s goaltender from 1994-
98, and played a coaching role 
for Ferris St. for three seasons 
afterward.
 Despite the fact that Blash-
ill’s coaching career since then 
has seen him bouncing around 
the country in several roles at 
varying levels of competition, 
he still boasts a strong sense 
of Bulldog pride.

 Question: Given the Wings’ 
playoff streak, are you feeling 
any additional pressure to 
make it to the postseason in 
your fi rst year?
 Answer: “First of all we take 
everything year by year. The 
signifi cance of the playoffs for 
me is that in order to compete 
for the Stanley Cup you have to 
get to the playoffs. Our focus 
will be on the day-to-day work 
that we’ll have to put in to ul-
timately become a contender 
for the Stanley Cup.”
 Q: Your coaching career has 
seen a lot of stops around the 

state and beyond. Do you still 
fi nd time to keep up with Ferris 
hockey?
 A: “Absolutely. I keep very 
close tabs on Ferris and Ferris 
hockey. I’m very good friends 
with the coaching staff. It’s 
the longevity of Bob Daniels’ 
career here and the job that 
he’s done that’s been a really 
prideful thing for we alums, so 
I’m checking in with him all the 
time.”
 Q: Having coached at Ferris 
for a time, did you pick up any 
of your coaching techniques 
from Ferris’ staff?
 A: “Bob and Drew Famu-
lak were the two people that 
I coached with when I started 
here. Certainly the foundation 
that I have as a coach was 
built here at Ferris and it had 
a huge impact on my profes-
sion.”
 Q: Why do you fi nd it im-
portant to maintain those 
connections and keep tabs on 
the team and what does that 
mean for the program? 
 A: “It’s awesome. There are 
the guys that I’ve coached 
and played with that I’m still 
in contact with, then there are 
the guys that I’ve never been 
on the team with, but we have 
a relationship just because 
we’re all Bulldogs. It’s just a 
great group of truly special 
people.”

LIKE US ON 

FACEBOOK



Saturday, August 29
7pm-10pm

Exclusively for Ferris State University Students

• Free food, samples, prizes and much more!
• Free on-campus bus service to and from the store!

Campus Bus service will pick up and drop off students starting at 6:45pm.

• Deals to deck out your room!

sign up at mperks.com prior to the

event and receive great offers!
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Setting up for success
Volleyball hopes to improve upon 
last years successful run

Photo By:  | Michal A. Corn FSU File Photo

Megan Vander Meer setting up to serve in the 2014 season.

Cody Burkhard
Ferris State Torch

 The spirits are high for this 
upcoming season as the Ferris 
State volleyball team opens 
up ranked 18th in the nation.
 Chemistry and team uni-
ty shouldn’t be a problem 
for the Bulldogs as they 
return 11 players includ-
ing Academic All-Ameri-
can libero Danielle Dowd.
 Unfortunately, the Bulldogs 
lost former GLIAC freshman of 
the year Courtney Rehm this 
offseason. Assistant coach 
Christina Jung had nothing 
but praise to offer the de-
parting Rehm and other se-
niors from last year’s squad.
 “She is an outstanding play-
er and a great leader on and 
off the court. Losing her and 
Claire Grawburg is defi nitely 
a big loss to our team, but we 
have a lot of girls returning so 
we should be fi ne,” Jung said. 
 The leadership of Rehm 

and Grawburg on the court 
certainly aided in their suc-
cess last year, but FSU re-
turns three senior hitters in 
Alexis Huntey, Megan Vander 
Meer, and Caroline Heitzman.
 The three seniors were ma-
jor contributors in an effort 
that landed the Bulldogs at 
10th in blocks per set na-
tionally last year. Leading the 
team in this category was 
Heitzman with 77 blocks on 
the year and 0.83 per set.
 Last year, the Lady Bull-
dogs put up an impressive 
perfect home record as well 
as an almost perfect 17-1 
conference record. Their only 
blemish came at the hands 
of rival Grand Valley State 
University early in the sea-
son. After beating the Lakers 
to win the GLIAC tournament, 
Ferris State lost to them 
again in the regional semifi -
nals of the NCAA tournament.
 “It was defi nitely hard to 
swallow. It’s always tough to 
lose to Grand Valley. We’re 

just looking to take it match 
by match this year and hope-
fully things go in our favor. 
We want to make it back to 
the nationals like we did in 
2013,” Vander Meer said.
 Their fi rst opportunity at 
Grand Valley is at home on 
September 29th, but there 
are too many games before 
that to focus on revenge now.  

 “We have many more tough, 
competitive teams just in con-
ference so we’re looking to 
bring it every week. Everyone 
presents a new challenge 
and we need to be prepared 
to take that on,” Jung said.
 Ferris State opens up the 
season against the California 
University of Pennsylvania Vul-
cans at the Ferris State Invita-

tional. The Bulldogs won both 
of their games in the Invitation-
al in 2013. The Vulcans post-
ed a 30-9 record last season 
and made it to the third round 
of the NCAA Tournament.
 The Bulldogs will take on 
the Vulcans in Big Rapids at 
12:30 p.m. and will play Mis-
souri Western State at 6:00 
p.m. on Friday, Sept. 4th.
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 cantly. 
 “I am pretty excited,” Hiler 
says. “He’s coming from Di-
vision I and obviously knows 
how to win.”
 The regular season doesn’t 
start until February for the 
Bulldogs, but that doesn’t 
mean that they aren’t prepar-
ing for the season to come. 
This fall the team will be play-
ing in a tournament against 
teams like Indiana University, 
Purdue University, Fort Wayne 
(IPFW) and Taylor University.
 According to Hiler, the team’s 
goals are to win the Great 
Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (GLIAC) title and 
win the GLIAC tournament. 

 “With all the talent that we 
have it is possible. I honestly 
think we have a great chance 
at winning the GLIAC if we can 
all work together to reach that 
common goal. All of the girls 
want to succeed,” said Hiler.
 The talent is de  nitely there 
for the Bulldogs, who are re-
turning 12 letter winners this 
season. Among the returning 
players are sophomore catch-
er/utility player Emily Reed 
and out  elder/pitcher Sam 
Bates who batted .323 and 
.291 respectively last season. 
Junior in  elder Sarah Johnson 
will also be returning this year 
after playing all 52 games last 
season and batting .308. Ju-
nior pitcher Stacy Thompson 
is also a big returner for the 
Bulldogs, who held a team 
best 3.74 ERA in 22 games.
 “Practices will be very de-
tailed with an emphasis on 
the fundamental way we want 
things done,” King says. “From 
a conditioning standpoint 
our focus will be on explosive 
movements. We don very lit-
tle distance work, but instead 
work on becoming explosive 
athletes who can cover short 
amounts of ground quickly.”
 The Bulldogs will be looking 
to grow under King this offsea-
son, and bring a new sense of 
stability and success that the 
softball team has been miss-
ing in recent years.  
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JOBS FOR 

STUDENTS
WE OFFER:

Afternoon & Evening Shifts

Work around most schedules

$9.00 to $13.00 per hour

Professional Office 
Environment

Within walking distance of 

Campus

25 POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Call now to set up an 

appointment for an interview
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Select September Home Athletic Events

Top Dawg
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Redshirt senior Jake Lampman prepares for the 2015 season after missing most of the Dawgs’ undefeated 2014 cam-

paign due to injury.

Keith Salowich
Editor in Chief

 Redshirt senior Jake Lamp-
man may have missed the 
fi nal nine games of last sea-
son with an injury, but he has 
now made a full recovery, 
and is poised to be a fea-
tured weapon in the Bulldogs’ 
high-fl ying offense this year.
 Lampman was forced to 
watch much of the Bulldogs’ 
undefeated season from the 

sidelines, but he still managed 
to rake in 14 catches for 214 
yards and score 5 touchdowns 
before suffering an injury.
 The 6-foot 205 lb. wide re-
ceiver from East Lansing, MI 
also accounted for a signifi cant 
part of the offense in years pri-
or. In 2013, he caught 5 touch-
down passes, while rushing 
for 4 more. The dual-threat 
standout also collected 674 
all-purpose yards on offense.
 With Lampman back at full 
strength and the Dawgs re-

turning several other notable 
starters this year, there’s no 
reason to suspect anything 
but a high-scoring offense, 
and perhaps even anoth-
er run into the postseason.
 Lampman will make his re-
turn to the starting rotation 
under the lights as the Dawgs 
open their season at home 
against Northwood University. 
Kickoff at Top Taggart Field is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. on Sept. 
12.

Sept. 4   
Volleyball hosts Ferris St. Invitational
Sept. 5   
Cross Country hosts Ray Helsing Bulldog Invitational
Sept. 9   
Soccer hosts Indiana Wesleyan, 4 p.m.
Sept. 12  
Football hosts Northwood, 7 p.m.
Sept  13 
 Women’s tennis hosts Saginaw Valley State
Sept. 18  
Volleyball hosts Saginaw Valley State, 7 p.m.
Sept. 20  
Soccer hosts Walsh, 12 p.m.
Sept. 25  
Volleyball hosts Walsh, 7 p.m.
Men’s tennis hosts Bulldog Invitational
Sept. 26  
Football hosts Saginaw Valley State, 2 p.m.
Sept. 29  
Volleyball hosts Grand Valley State, 7 p.m.

Keith Salowich
Editor in Chief

Ferris St. football named #2 in the nation
 After a season of success for the Ferris St. football team, 
the Dawgs have been named the No. 2 team in the country 
and the conference favorite heading into the season in the 
preseason polls.
 The Dawgs rolled over the competition on their way to 
an undefeated regular season and a GLIAC Championship 
last year. This regular season romp was enough to garner 
regional and national attention; earning the Dawgs the top 
seed in the GLIAC polls and a spot just behind No. 1 Minne-
sota St. Mankato in the national polls.
 Head Coach Tony Annese and the rest of the Bulldogs will 
open the season at home against Northwood on Sept. 12 
at 7 p.m. This matchup will be the fi rst of two consecutive 
night games to start the Bulldogs’ 2015 season.

Volleyball team primed to repeat as champs
 The GLIAC preseason polls are in, and Ferris St. volleyball 
has balled its way to the top of the list, claiming the top 
seed in the conference going into the season.
 The Ferris St. volleyball team fi nished off the 2014 sea-
son with not only the best record in the GLIAC, but also 
won the GLIAC Tournament to top the conference outright. 
Thanks to last season’s success, the Bulldogs were picked 
as most likely to claim the GLIAC Championship once again 
in 2015.
 The Bulldogs will open the season at home on Sept. 4 as 
part of the Ferris St. Invitational, where they will host Cali-
fornia (Pa.), Mo. Western St., McKendree and Metro St. The 
Dawgs’ fi rst match of the two-day invitational will be against 
California (Pa.) at 12:30 p.m.

Soccer squad adds seven fresh faces
 The Ferris St. soccer team fi nished last season with a 
6-10-2 record, which is a mark that they’ll be looking to 
improve upon with the help of seven additional freshmen 
athletes stacking the deck.
 The end of last season saw the conclusion of three Bull-
dogs’ collegiate careers, all of which were midfi elders. Head 
Coach Andy McCasslin will hope to fi ll the holes in the roster 
with his fresh crop of recruits. 
 The team has already begun fall camp, and will kick off 
their season on Sept. 4 at Truman. Fans can catch the Bull-
dogs at home for the fi rst time  on Sept. 9 when Ind. Wesley-
an comes to town.

Sports Shorts



231-796-5823

12425 183RD STREET
BIG RAPIDS
3 Miles from Ferris,  

3 Bedrooms, 2 full baths,  
1,280 sq. ft. Manufactured home 

on high ground lot 100x160. 
Developed 8 years ago, 12x26 

Carport, Central A/C, 5  
appliances, storage shed, Michigan 

Gas F/A heat. Like new vinyl  
siding/shingle roof, many extras.

$47,000.00 
Less 7,500 down 
$400.00/mo P&I
Plus Tax & Ins. Owner 

Financing...Call Grant Blakely
at Coldwell Banker

From the beginner to the professionals. Over 100 E-liquid 
to choose from: MODs, RDA’s, RTA’s, and Authentics

Try Before You Buy!

Big Rapids #1 Vape Shop

Ferris students receive 10% discount every day

732 Perry Ave • Big Rapids - located behind Applebee’s
Monday-Friday 10am-9pm • Saturday 11-8 • Sunday 12-5

E-CIG OUTLET
Your Vapor Superstore

E-CIG OUTLET
Your Vapor Superstore

*E-CIG OUTLET SPECIALS
 • Mod Monday - Receive 15% off all mods and mod accessories

 • Two Stamps Tuesday: Double stamps for each 12 ml. and/or 32 ml E-Liquid purchase

 • Wacky Wheel Wednesday: Spend $50, spin the wheel for a prize

 • Thirsty Thursday: Buy any size E-Liquid and get your second one half off (of equal or lesser value)

 • Free 5 mL Friday (with any purchase)

Seniors and Military Members receive 10% off everyday!
***Cannot be combined with any other offers or coupons***

TOWING AVAILABLE • FREE ESTIMATES

592-1204
North End of Town 

1204 N. State St. • Big Rapids

Certified Mechanics on Staff
Locally Owned and Operated

Mufflers • Brakes
Foreign & Domestic
Undercarriage Specialist
Starters & Alternators
Oil Changes

HONEST & AFFORDABLE  CAR CARE

Taking 
applications 

for all positions. 
Apply at 

A & W Restaurant, 
304 N. 

State St. Big Rapids
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Winners List
Best Apartment 
 /Housing Complex .. TIE - University Park Suites/Venlo

Best Bank ..........................................................Huntington

Best Bar ................................................................. Shooters

Best Bargain Meal ....................TIE -  Qdoba/Applebee’s

Best Bookstore ....................................Great Lakes Books

Best Breakfast .................................................. A La Mode

Best Cell Phone Provider .......................................Verizon

Best Church ............................... St. Paul Catholic Church

Best Coffee Shop ....................................................Biggby

Best Downtown  
 Business-nonfood ..............................Old Pioneer Store

Best Fast Food Restaurant ..................................Taco Bell

Best French Fries .............................................McDonalds

Best FSU Athletic Team ..........................................Hockey

Best FSU Fraternity..............................................Kappa Psi

Best FSU Residence Hall ................................. Brophy Hall

Best FSU Sorority ......................................... Alpha Xi Delta

Best FSU Student Organization/RSO .........................AMA

Best Golf Course ....................................................... Katke

Best Grocery Store .................................................. Meijer

Best Gym/Health Club ................. University Rec Center

Best Hamburger ....................................... Schuberg’s Bar

Best Happy Hour ................................................. Shooters

Best Hotel/Motel ............................................. Holiday Inn

Best Ice Cream Store ..............................................Kilwins

Best Jewelry Store ..................................Rogers Jewelers

Best Late Night Eatery .........................................Crankers

Best Mexican Restaurant ..........................El Burrito Loco

Best Nail Salon ............................................. Fashion Nails

Best Oil Change ...................................Performance Plus

Best Party Store .........................................Grunst Brothers

Best Pharmacy .................................................Walgreens

Best Pizza ............................................................. Jets Pizza

Best Place for Lunch .................................. Panera Bread

Best Place to Dance ........................................... Shooters

Best Place to Hear Live Music ............................. The Pub

Best Place to Take a Date .................................Blue Cow

Best Restaurant-Chain ................................... Applebee’s

Best Restaurant-Local .............................. Schuberg’s Bar

Best Salon/Spa ....................................................Mr. Karl’s

Best Sandwich Shop ............................................ Subway

Best Tanning Salon .................................................... B-Tan

Best Tattoo Business & Body Piercing ............Light Touch

Best Thrift/Vintage Shop .................................... Goodwill

Best Towing Service ................................................ Curries

Best Of Big Rapids

2015

Congratulations! You Are The Best

TORCH
FERRIS STATE

Best Of Big Rapids

2015

TORCH
FERRIS STATE

Prize Winners: 1st Prize $100 - Dylan Carpenter  
 2nd Prize $75 - Rebecca Mitchell
 3rd Prize $50 - Sabrina Paquette
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