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Acclaimed speaker, engineer and comedian Bill Nye may soon come to Ferris. The 

Secular Student Alliance proposed a Nov. 17 show date.

Funding approved to bring Bill Nye to Ferris
Kip Biby
Ferris State Torch

 A funding request 
has been approved to 
bring Bill Nye to campus.
 Ferris’ Finance Division of 
Student Government voted 
unanimously to allocate more 
than $50,000 to the Secular 
Student Alliance (SSA) to pay 
for Bill Nye to speak at Ferris.
 SSA will also present their 
request at Student Govern-
ment’s next meeting as all 
Finance Division allocations 

of more than $4,000 must 
be presented to Student Gov-
ernment for fi nal approval.
 Bill Nye’s speaking fee is 
$45,000. In addition, Nye’s 
transportation fee is $3,500. 
Other expenses were outlined 
in the group’s budget such as 
renting Williams Auditorium 
and advertising for the event.  
 Ferris students Corinne Stat-
en and Steven Beckon pre-
sented to the division on be-
half of SSA for the funds. The 
pair outlined the budget and 
discussed the potential learn-

ing experience for students.
 Staten and Beckon argued 
Ferris is a science-oriented 
school and Bill Nye is an ad-
vocate for scientifi c research. 
 The proposed date for the 
show is Tuesday, Nov. 17 in Wil-
liams Auditorium.
 The Secular Student Alliance 
is a Registered Student Orga-
nization at Ferris dedicated to 
promoting scientifi c reason. To 
learn more about the national 
SSA, visit secularstudents.org.

Photo By: Chris Martin | Photographer

Big Rapids High School alum Mo Scarpelli fi elds questions at the Ferris screen-

ing of her fi lm “Frame by Frame” for the Beyond: Globalization series.

Going global
Mari Ann Loucks
Ferris State Torch

 The Offi ce of International 
Education will infuse the for-
mat of TED Talks and the theme 
of globalization with Ferris’ 
second Minds Afl ame event.
 Minds Afl ame will be pre-
sented as a part of this year’s Be-
yond initiative, which focuses 
on the theme of globalization.
 “We chose the globaliza-
tion theme because today’s 
world is very interconnected 
and integrated” said Dr. Piram 
Prakasam, executive director 
of the Offi ce of International 
Education. “We are working in 
a very global network, so glo-
balization impacts everybody.” 
 Minds Afl ame is similar 
to TED Talks, with 10 differ-
ent speakers talking about 
globalization. The event will 
take place at 5:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Sept. 29 in Wil-
liams Auditorium and take 
place in one hour sessions.
 “Minds Afl ame was created 

as a signature event for the 
Beyond series,” said Taylor 
Hooper, program manager for 
Beyond: Globalization and Fer-

ris so-
c i o l o g y 
s e n i o r . 
“ M i n d s 
A f l a m e 
will cov-
er a va-
riety of 
t o p i c s . 
We hope 
that all 
a t te n d -
e e s 
leave the 

event feeling more inspired.”
 Some of the speakers com-
ing to campus for the Beyond 
series include Asher Jay, a 
National Geographic Emerg-
ing Explorer who will be pre-
senting on “Wildlife and Wild 
Wise.” Student Government 
president Wayne Bersano 
and international student 
Enefe Adaji will be presenting 
an “Opportunity in Diversi-

ty” talk. President Eisler will 
make an opening statement.
 “Our motto for the Minds 
Afl ame series is ‘be inspired.’ 
That’s what we really want stu-
dents to take away from attend-
ing the event,” Prakasam said.
 Registered Student Organi-
zations (RSOs) are being giv-
en an additional opportunity 
to benefi t from attending the 
sessions. If 75 percent of an 
RSO’s members are present for 
the event, the RSO will be en-
tered for a chance to win $500.
 Now into its fourth year 
of events, Beyond is a cam-
pus-wide initiative to promote 
discussion of internation-
al topics among students.
 “As students prepare for 
the rapidly changing glob-
al world, the Beyond ini-
tiative allows us to collec-
tively refl ect and shape the 
world we share,” Hooper said.
 For more information on the 
Beyond initiative, visit ferris.
edu/international.

Taylor Hooper 
Ferris State University

Beyond initiative continues with speaking series

Graphic by:  Jordan Lodge | Production Manager
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N      MORE 
“WHAT KIND OF GUY WOULD LET THAT HAPPEN TO HIM?”

1 in 6 men had an 
unwanted or abusive 
sexual experience 
before age 18. 
No more excuses. 
No more silence. 
No more violence.

Ice T
www.nomore.org

© 2013 Joyful Heart Foundation. All rights reserved. All content and trademarks used under license (or with permission).

Sponsored By:
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Ferris Honors students prepare to paddle down the Muskegon River in canoes to pick up trash for their Days of Service and Learning project. Each Honors student is required to complete 30 hours of community 
service. 

Lending a hand
Kip Biby
Ferris State Torch

 Honors students are taking 
to the Big Rapids community 
to volunteer, make friends and 
learn during the annual Days of 
Service and Learning project.
 Volunteer opportunities range 
from planting fl owers at the Big 
Rapids Community Library to 
canoeing down the Muskegon 
River to collect trash. Honors Ad-
visor Charlie Malone explained 

for each Honors student’s re-
quired 30 hours of community 
service, they can think bigger 
than just the Ferris campus. 
 Each event is organized by a 
student facilitator. These facilita-
tors are upperclassmen, tasked 
with running the event and ask-
ing students to refl ect on the ex-
perience they had volunteering.
 “There is a wide array of 
events and that is intentional,” 
Malone said. “Some students 
would rather ask for a shovel 
and get outside. Others would 

prefer to shelve books at the 
library, so we have options 
that meet student interests.”
 Malone went on to say 
these events provide an op-
portunity for students to con-
nect with the Big Rapids com-
munity and represent Ferris. 
 “I don’t think there’s a bet-
ter way to get to know people 
than to do something mean-
ingful with them,” said Malone.
 Freshman Honors student 
Jessica Gardner volunteered 
at the Muskegon River cleanup 

on Friday, Sept. 18. The Hon-
ors students at the event pad-
dled down the river in canoes 
to pick up trash from tubers 
and litter from river visitors.
 “It shows the community 
that you don’t need to throw 
trash everywhere,” Gardner 
said. “It’s good to clean it up 
once in awhile so when peo-
ple come here it looks good.”
 Rachel Lanphear, another 
freshman Honors student, de-
scribed the event as an oppor-
tunity to help the environment 

as well as a good chance for 
students to get satisfaction from 
helping as opposed to staying 
home and watching Netfl ix.
 Days of Service events also 
included volunteering at the Red 
Cross, the Girl Scouts of Amer-
ica, the Women’s Information 
Service and many others. For 
more information about the Fer-
ris Honors Program, visit ferris-
honors.com.

Photo by: Kip Biby | Reporter

Honors student Cindy Tran helps out at the Big Rapids Community Library for her 
Days of Service and Learning project. Honors students shelved books inside and 
helped with landscaping and trimming hedges on the library grounds.

Honors Program volunteers with Big Rapids nonprofi ts
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Photo by: Angela Graf | Reporter

Honors student Jessica Swett helps with her service project at Cran-Hill Ranch last week.

S

Need somewhere to stay 
second semester?

Please feel free to contact me at  
robind38@ferris.edu if interested!

LOOKING FOR A SUBLEASER.  
$300/month plus utilities.
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Ferris awards $163.7 million in fi nancial aid
 Ferris recently reported it awarded $163.7 million in 
fi nancial aid to 11,419 students this academic year. The 
Financial Aid Offi ce also reported having received 5,670 
calls this past August.

Za Best of Za Best
 The Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA) 
will host Ferris’ largest pizza event at 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
Oct. 1 in the IRC with Za Best of Za Best. Pizza King, Pizza 
Hut, Lucky Louie’s Pizza, Pizza in Paris and The Rock will 
compete for the best pizza in Big Rapids. Proceeds from 
the event will be split between Angels of Action in Big Rap-
ids and PRSSA. DJ CHoFF will provide music and prizes will 
be given away throughout the event.

Commencement application deadline
 Students who plan on graduating or participating in the 
fall 2015 commencement ceremony must submit an on-
line graduation application by Friday, Oct. 16. To apply, log 
onto MyFSU and go to MyRecords. For more information on 
fall commencement, visit ferris.edu/htmls/current/com-
mencement.

Eisler to speak about Ferris’ strategic planning
 Ferris President David Eisler will conduct a forum on as-
sessing the university’s “Living Our Values” plan at 2 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Sept. 29, in University Center room 202C and 
again at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 1, in UC 203. Eisler 
plans to share progress on the strategic plan, which high-
lights Ferris’ core values. 

ON THE RECORD 
Get out that pepper spray, three stalking complaints and a threat
A roundup of this week’s crime at Ferris State University. All calls might not be reported.

TORCH

ON THE
RECORD

Devin Anderson
News Editor

Double domestic
 Sept. 10, 8:20 p.m., offi cers 
assisted the sheriff’s depart-
ment with a domestic complaint. 
Both parties were arrested for 
domestic assault.

Stalker
 Sept. 10, 8:50 p.m., offi cers 
investigated a stalking com-
plaint at Clark Hall. A female 
had exchanged phone numbers 
with the male suspect earlier in 
the year. The suspect wouldn’t 
leave her alone and was warned 
to stop.

The Rock gets rough
 Sept. 10, 11:10 p.m., report of 
disorderly subjects at The Rock. 
Subjects were reported to have 
been yelling at student workers 
and a fi ght began to break out. 
One subject was identifi ed and a 
warrant request was sent to the 
prosecutor’s offi ce.

Loud noises
 Sept. 11, 1:40 a.m., offi cers 
responded to a loud music com-
plaint in Bond circle. The subject 
was gone when offi cers arrived.

Oops
 Sept. 11, 1 p.m., report of a 
stolen cell phone at FLITE. The 

subject’s friend later found the 
phone and returned it.

Eyes on the road
 Sept. 11, 1:20 p.m., offi -
cers responded to a car crash 
on North Campus Drive near 
Vandercook Hall. The subject 
knocked over a light post and hit 
a trash can.

That smelly smell
 Sept. 11, 11:05 p.m., offi cers 
investigated a marijuana com-
plaint in Merrill Hall. Hall staff 
handled the incident.

More stalking
 Sept. 13, 8 p.m., offi cers in-
vestigated a stalking complaint 
in Brophy Hall. A suspect was 
identifi ed and a warrant request 
was sent to the prosecutor’s of-
fi ce. The suspect was referred 
to the Offi ce of Student Conduct 
and later arrested on an out-
standing warrant for retail fraud.

Even more stalking?!
 Sept. 13, 9:30 p.m., offi cers 
investigated a stalking com-
plaint at Clark Hall. A female had 
met the male subject online and 
wanted no further contact. Offi -
cers warned the student to stop 
and the incident was handled 
through the Offi ce of Student 
Conduct.

Threat
 Sept. 14, 1:30 p.m., offi cers 
responded to a threat complaint 
in Clark Hall. The victim was 
moved to a different residence. 

Slapped silly in FLITE
 Sept. 14, 8:55 p.m., offi cers 
responded to an assault com-
plaint at FLITE. A male suspect 
was listening to music loudly 
through headphones and was 
approached by a student to turn 
the music down. The suspect 
slapped the student and fl ed. 
The suspect is believed to be a 
non-student and the investiga-
tion continues. 

Hit and run busted
 Sept. 16, 10:45 a.m., offi cers 
responded to a hit and run ac-
cident in Lot 3. A suspect was 
identifi ed and ticketed for not 
reporting the accident. 

Beer, Booze and Books
Event cautions freshman about drinking

Angela Graf
Ferris State Torch

It’s 7 p.m. on a Thursday and 
the last thing you want to be doing 
is walking across campus to hear 
about the dangers of drinking. 

As students fi led into the man-
datory presentation, spirits were 
less than high at the thought of 
sitting through yet another sem-
inar imploring them not to drink. 
But by the end of the event, not 
everyone was disappointed.

The speaker, Jim Matthews, is 
a teacher and counselor at Dan-
iel Webster College in Nashua. 
He’s been teaching variations of 
this seminar for over 20 years, 
speaking at Ferris for the last 10.

“I think some people may 

have thought it was a joke,” said 
pre-diagnostic medical sonog-
raphy freshman Anna Gren. “I 
liked it though and my friends 
liked it. I don’t know, a lot of 
college people and students 
in general are apprehensive 
about talking about that kind 
of thing because they think it’s 
just beer or it’s just alcohol.”
 Welding and engineer-
ing freshman Christian Meg-
na thought that the semi-
nar was interesting but that 
it should have been longer.
 “I don’t really feel that he 
gave as much information 
as he could have,” Megna 
said. “He just glanced over 
everything and gave a gener-
al warning about drinking.”
 Many students were surprised 

by Matthews’ age, but some 
thought it was a positive thing. 
 “He’s had more experience so 
obviously he’s going to know 
more,” said freshman graphic 
design student Maura DeHaven.
 “It’s kind of nice to take his 
age and what he’s learned 
and tell younger students 
about drinking so they know.”  
 During the presentation there 
were polls taken by Ferris stu-
dents via text and between the 
11 a.m. and 7 p.m. sessions, 40 
percent of the students that vot-
ed said they would rather be in 
bed while 41 percent said they 
would like to leave. Only 19 per-
cent of students claimed they 
were actually interested in what 
was being said. 

Photo by: Katie Tobak | Photographer

Beer, Booze and Books presenter Jim Matthews speaks to Ferris freshmen students in

Williams Auditorium about drinking.

Photo by: Katie Tobak | Photographer

Students at Beer, Booze and Books were polled via text about their perceptions and habits related to drinking.

The Bike Clinic

(231) 832-8010
11609 E. 80th St. 

Hours:
Evenings & Saturdays

FREE 
CABLE 
LOCK 

with Bike 
Purchase

Sale Ends Sept.19, 2015
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“I kind of dove headfi rst into it and something just 
clicked.”
 - Christian Hoffer
  See below for story

Photo by: Katie Tobak | Photographer

Christian Hoffer, or DJ CHoFF, playing the blue channel at the Silent Disco on Aug. 31.

Jen Corrie
Ferris State Torch

 Two Ferris DJs love to drop the 
bass and hype up an audience 
with electronic dance music.
 Nick Robertson, a senior in tele-
vision and digital media produc-
tion from St. Clair, is Basshead. 
 He started DJing during 
his freshman year at Fer-
ris, following the lead of pros 
such as DJ Virman of The 
Far East Movement. His fi rst 

time DJing was for his resi-
dence hall’s New Year’s party.
 “A lot of people showed 
up and everyone kind of 
liked it, so I’ve been mixing 
ever since,” Robertson said. 
 Robertson has opened the 
last two Turn Up The Good con-
certs and this year, he played 
Ferris’ Silent Disco. Robertson 
said that he’d defi nitely DJ for a 
future Silent Disco if he could.
 “It’s a unique setup,” Rob-
ertson said. “You can just 
hear the music through these 

special headphones so peo-
ple can have fun without dis-
turbing the peace and without 
the cops breaking it up like 
most parties around here.” 
 Robertson explained how his 
stage name has evolved over 
time to become Basshead.
 “At fi rst, I had the name NRob 
because of my name, but I 
thought that was too commonly 
used,” said Robertson. “I wanted 
to start making music and I like 
a lot of bassy music like EDM. I 
wanted my logo to be a bass clef, 

so I chose the name Basshead.”
 Christian Hoffer, a junior dou-
ble majoring in music industry 
management and public rela-
tions from the Ann Arbor area, is 
known on campus as DJ CHoFF.
 “CHoFF or C-HoFF, what-
ever you prefer,” said Hoffer. 
“It started as C-Hoff. I didn’t 
even make it up, I was just at 
a party one day and people 
just started chanting C-Hoff 
and that’s how it happened.”
 Hoffer has done numerous 
gigs at events and clubs all 

over Michigan, including night 
club ELEKTRICITY in Detroit, the 
Electric Bliss Festival in Clio, 
Club Above in Ann Arbor and at
Ferris Fest two years in a row. 
 “I was a Red Bull Thre3Style 
competitor in 2013 and repre-
sented Ferris at CMU,” he said. 
“I didn’t win because I was very 
inexperienced at the time but 
that was pretty cool, represent-
ing Ferris. I played on the Red 

Photo by: Katie Tobak | Photographer

Nick Robertson, or Basshead, playing the green channel at the Silent Disco on Aug. 31.

See DJs 
on page 7

Hoffer, Robertson turn the tables
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Designing and perfecting a world
FSU student making strides in nationally recognized digital animation and game design program

Courtesy photo

A tank digitally designed by Matt Woock. 

Bull truck at Oakwood two years 
ago for Ferris Fest and main 
stage Ferris Fest last year be-
tween Mayer Hawthorne and Big 
K.R.I.T which was awesome.”
 Hoffer said he got the “most 
real feeling” the fi rst time he 
played on stage at a club.
 “I kind of dove headfi rst into 
it and something just clicked,” 
Hoffer said. “It’s a powerful 
feeling, controlling the ener-
gy in the room and the vibes 
that people are getting.”
 Artists that inspire Hof-
fer’s music include Buku, G 
Jones, Yheti and Bassnectar. 
 “I try to keep my style pretty 
boundless,” said Hoffer. “A lot 
of people try to hook onto one 
genre or style and I try to cover 
all of them. Some sets I play will 
be really hype and others will be 
really chill. I try to be a wildcard 
when it comes to being an artist.”
 Hoffer also got the oppor-
tunity to spin at the Silent Dis-
co from Josh Moscatello, vice 
president of programming 
for Entertainment Unlimited. 
 “It was really fun,” said Hof-
fer. “There were a lot of people, 
good energy. It was defi nitely a 
good way for us to get our names 
out there in the fi rst week and 
for people to get a feel for our 
artistry. I personally like play-
ing on stages and real systems 
better because I love bass and 

I love that feeling of just fi lling a 
room with sound. But silent dis-
cos are cool; it was something 
very different, that’s for sure.”
 Hoffer is also a founding 
member of an artist collec-
tive from Detroit called Bass 
WHLF Collective, on top of 
running his own company 
CHoFF Entertainment, LLC. 
 Hoffer will be playing at “Za 
Best of Za Best” on Oct. 1, in 
Ann Arbor at Club Above on Oct. 
3, at Rodney’s Loft in Flint on 
Oct. 24 and a tailgate at Ferris’ 
homecoming game on Sept. 26.

DJs from page 6

CHoFF and Basshead take on Ferris

Andrea Lenhart
Ferris State Torch

 Ferris recently ranked 
16th for the top undergrad-
uate school for game design 
for the 2015-2016 school 
year in the Princeton Review.
 Matt Woock, a digital anima-
tion and game design (DAGD) 
senior, is one of the program’s 
current success stories.
 “The DAGD classes at Ferris 
State University are intense,” 
Woock said. “In the program 
you work hard and sleep lit-
tle. That’s what’s needed, es-
pecially during crunch time.” 
 The DAGD program is Grand 
Rapids-based and focuses 
on teaching the basics and 
intricacies of working in the 
game industry. The program 
also assists students with get-
ting jobs in the furniture and 
advertisement industry due 
to the overlap with the con-
tent taught in the program. 
 “I often have larger proj-
ect-based classes that involve 
a lot of personal research 
and effort,” Woock said. “I 
am easily putting in over 70 
hours on a lot of assignments.” 
 Woock was drawn to Ferris’ 

DAGD program because of his 
dream of making video games. 
 “I know it’s cheesy but it’s 
true,” said Woock. “Ever since I 
was a child, I knew what I want-
ed to do and that was to make 
a video game I call my own.” 
 Woock’s true goal, though, 
is to become a character artist 
at a large triple A game studio.
 Woock has been involved in 
animation technology since he 
was in high school and partici-
pated in FIRST (For Inspiration 
and Recognition of Science 
and Technology), a high school 
robotics program that gets 
teens interested in technology.
 “I was part of the animation 
team and grew very fond of the 
programs we used,” Woock 
said. “When I realized they were 
some of the same programs 
used in the game industry, I 
knew it was my opportunity.”
 This past summer, Woock 
interned at the game stu-
dio SixFoot in Houston. 
 “I was pretty lucky when 
applying,” said Woock. “I was 
just watching a video that the 
company was working on and 
a few weeks later I got an 
email back from them. They 
were nice enough to give me 
chance, considering I had been 

the fi rst out-of-state intern 
they have ever had. Everything 
went well and with any luck I’ll 
be back there next summer!” 
 Woock was a quality assur-
ance tester at SixFoot, which 
meant his job was to playtest, 
fi nd bugs and help balance the 
game. He said he would some-
times spend up to nine hours 
a day testing video games. 
 “The two games they had 
me working on were Grey Goo 
and Dreadnought, both fan-
tastic games,” said Woock. 
“Dreadnought has yet to re-
lease so there are a lot of 
things I can’t say about it, but 
I can tell people to go check 
it out if you like giant space 
ships and cinematic combat.” 
 Woock also runs a group 
for Ferris students called the 
Art Slamjammathon. The 
members help each other 
out and try to keep each oth-
er motivated during break to 
work on personal projects. 
 “It’s a small thing but I’m 
really proud of it,” Woock said. 
“We’re at 78 people now. It’s a 
mix of Ferris students, instruc-
tors and alumni who do 3D 
art.” 

Photo by: Aubrey Kemme | Photographer

Woock at a Starbucks in downtown Grand Rapids.

College Contact Phone # Location
Health Professions Richelle Williams (231) 591-2263  VFS 210
Arts & Sciences Barb Hampel (231) 591-3660  ASC 3052
Business (On/Off campus undergrad. students) Carri Griffis (231) 591-2493  BUS 200
Business (graduate students) Shannon Yost (231) 591-2168  BUS 200
Education & Human Services Jacee Potts (231) 591-2700  BIS 604
Engineering & Technology Deb Ducat (231) 591-2961  JHN 200

Note:  You must satisfy all of your degree requirements before you officially graduate and receive your diploma.
Caps and Gowns may be purchased at the Grad Fair on November 5th, 11:00 am – 4:00pm in the University Center – 
Multi Purpose Rooms or starting November 5th – December 17th at the Ferris State University Bookstore (located in 
the University Center, 805 Campus Drive, Big Rapids MI 49307).
Tickets  are required for all ceremonies. All students planning on participating in a ceremony will receive (7) seven 
tickets.  Electronic tickets will be available for students to access/print starting November 5, 2015. Extra tickets are not 
distributed and lost tickets will not be replaced.
Commencement Program – Graduates must complete their online graduation application by Friday, October 16, 
2015 for their names to appear in the Fall 2015 Commencement Programs or their name will not appear in the 
Commencement Program. In order to have the program printed and back in time for the ceremonies we have to 
adhere to these deadlines. Contact your college’s Commencement Coordinator if you have any questions.

Saturday, December 19
Time  College
10:00 am  College of Art & Sciences
 College of Education & Human Services
 College of Engineering  and Technology
1:30 pm  College of Business
 College of Health Professions
 

For special accommodations or for more information 
regarding the Commencement ceremony, please 
visit the Commencement website www.ferris.edu/
commencement or call (231) 591-3803.

2015 DECEMBER  
COMMENCEMENT

Saturday December 19, 2015
Ewigleben Sport Complex  
(Wink Arena)
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Megan Ankerson
Major: Finance

Hometown:  
Traverse City, MI

Campus Involvements:
Ferris Women’s Rugby

Alpha Xi Delta
Club Sports Council
Greek Life Assistant

Sponsoring  
Organizations:

Alpha Xi Delta
FSU Women’s Rugby

Makenzie Hall
Major: Elementary 

Education
Hometown: Fremont, MI
Campus Involvements:

Alpha Sigma Tau
Order of Omega

Student Michigan 
Education

Special Olympics 
Athletic Department

Sponsoring  
Organizations:
Order of Omega
Alpha Sigma Tau

Rainer Brow
Major: Plastics/PET

Hometown: New Paris, IN
Campus Involvements:

RA in Clark Hall
SLED program

Clark Hall Council
Society of Plastic Engineers
Residence Hall Association

Duct Tape Challenge
Sponsoring  

Organizations:
Society of Plastics 

Engineers
Circle K International

Dorthilen Taylor
Major: Criminal Justice

Hometown:  
Kansas City, MO

Campus  
Involvements:

NAACP
Entertainment Unlimited
Scholar Mentor Program

Sponsoring  
Organizations:

NAACP
Phi Sigma Sigma

Kaitlyn Patrick
Major: Public Relations

Hometown:  
Woodhaven, MI

Campus Involvements:
Student Government

Director of the BIG Event
PRSSA

Zeta Tau Alpha
Sponsoring  

Organizations:
PRSSA

Colleges Against  
Cancer

Austin Hamilton
Major: Applied Speech

Hometown: 
Manchester, MI

Campus 
Involvements:
Sports Careers

Athletic Department
PGMSA

Statistician
Sponsoring  

Organizations:
PGSMA

Sports Careers

Taylor Dempsey
Major: Advertising

Hometown:  
Jackson, MI

Campus  
Involvements:
Zeta Tau Alpha

American Marketing  
Association

Sponsoring  
Organizations:
Zeta Tau Alpha

American Marketing  
Association

Victoria Hudgins
Major: Sports  

Communications
Hometown: Lapeer, MI

Campus  
Involvements:

Active Minds
Sports Careers

Honors Program
Sponsoring  

Organizations:
Active Minds

Media  
Communications

Home is where the DAWG is!
ROYALTY CANDIDATES

MEGAN

MAKENZIE

RAINER

DORTHILEN

KAITLYN

AUSTIN

TAYLOR

VICTORIA

VOTING:
Where: On OrgSync at the top of the page
When: 8am Tuesday, September 22 through 11:59pm Thursday, September 24
Winners will be announced at half time of the Football Game Saturday

For more information go to
ferris.edu/alumni/homecoming

or call 231-591-2685
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Artworks is located at 106 N. Michigan Ave. in downtown Big Rapids.

Artworks’ assistant
Ferris student helps out local nonprofi t
Hailey Klingel
Lifestyles Editor

 Ferris business administra-
tion senior Marcy Marek makes 
time in her busy schedule every 
week to create ties between 
Ferris and the community.
 Marek is the fall intern at 
Artworks. Located in down-
town Big Rapids, Artworks is 
a nonprofi t organization that 
brings art and culture alive 
in the Mecosta County area. 
 “It’s all volunteer work, but 
it’s really fun and all the peo-
ple are super nice,” Marek said. 
 Marek began interning at Art-
works two days a week at the be-

ginning of the school year. She 
m a i n l y 
a c t s 
as an 
a s s i s -
tant to 
the Art-
w o r k s 
s t a f f 
a n d 
s a v e s 
t h e m 
t i m e 
by as-
s i s t i n g 
with ev-

eryday duties. Marek also 
works for Ferris’ Technolo-
gy Assistance Center (TAC) 

and is a full-time student. 
 According to Artworks exec-
utive director Lynne Scheible,
volunteers like Marek help out 
Artworks more than they realize.
 “She helps organize us and 
we know she’s going to be there 
every single time,” Scheible 
said. “She’s going to help us 
create more consistency with 
keeping things where they need 
to go. It’s the simple things, but 
they can make a big difference.”
 Since Marek is studying 
business administration, spe-
cifi cally human resources, she

Photo by: Aubrey Kemme | Photographer

See Artworks 
on page 9

Marcy Marek
Ferris State University



WEDNESDAY September 23
Comedian: Bo Burnham • 7pm • Williams Auditorium

THURSDAY September 24
Carnival & Dawg House Competition • 3-7pm 

Campus Quad
Royalty Voting Ends11:59pm • OrgSync

FRIDAY September 25
Bonfire • 8pm • South Campus Lot 61
SATURDAY September 26

Parade • 12pm • Downtown Big Rapids
Football Game: FSU vs SVSU • 2pm • Top Taggart Field

For more information go to
ferris.edu/alumni/homecoming

or call 231-591-2685

Anyone with a disability who needs special accommodations 
to attend this event should contact the Center for Leadership, 
Activities and Career Services at (231) 591-2685  
or clacs @ferris.edu at least 72 hours in advance.

SPIRIT WEEK
Dress up and receive your free Ferris Spirit Prize. 

Pick up in the CLACS Office  • 8am-5pm
Movie Star Monday

Twin Tuesday
Career Wednesday

Throwback Thursday
Ferris Pride Friday

Home is where the DAWG is!
September 20th-26th, 2015
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is a huge asset to Artworks.
 “We’re a small nonprofi t and 
don’t have HR,” said Scheible. 
“So, when we have people who 
want to volunteer in the orga-
nization, which we depend on 
for making almost everything 
happen, it just lets us do more. 
This is time she could be doing 
homework or working but she’s 
choosing to help us out instead.” 
 Marek also enjoys 
her time spent with the 
Artworks community.
 “It’s kind of nice and just 
a break from all my classes,” 
Marek said. “I wanted to learn 
more about how nonprofi ts work. 
Everybody is so nice and it’s dif-
ferent than the corporate world.”

 Scheible said Marek is 
one of the many Ferris stu-
dents she’s had positive 
experiences with before.
 “It’s worth a million bucks 
building relationships and en-
gaging Ferris students with the 
community,” Scheible said. 
“Working with a nonprofi t is a 
great way to do that. I really be-
lieve in making that connection 
and providing opportunities for 
Ferris students and for the or-
ganization that’s working with 
students to benefi t as well.”
 Artworks is always looking for 
Ferris students to volunteer. Call 
231-796-2420 to learn of their 
opportunities.

Artworks from page 8

Artworks connects Ferris to Big 
Rapids

 I’d like to say the newly 
released horror movie The 
Visit was terrifying, fright-
ening or bone-chilling, but 
really the only word I can 
use to describe it is scary, 
and not in its intended way. 
 I had high hopes for this 
movie based on the trailer 
that shows a grandmother 
suggesting her grand-
daughter get inside an 
oven. But even after having 
a few at FAC, I found my-
self ready to leave The Vis-
it within the fi rst half hour. 
 I can’t say I didn’t enjoy 
a few aspects of the mov-
ie. M. Night Shyamalan, the 
movie’s director, does not 
disappoint with his signa-
ture plot twist. Also, there is 

an awesome scene where 
the two grandkids are chas-
ing each other under the 
porch and the grandma ap-
pears in full beast mode 
to kick off the startles. 
 Last week, I watched The 
Karate Kid with Jaden Smith 
and I said to myself, “Wow, 
as far as acting goes, you 
can’t get much worse than 
Jaden Smith.” But I was 
proven wrong with The Vis-
it. Ed Oxenbould, who plays 
the grandson Tyler, deliv-
ered the most cringe-wor-

thy parts of the movie when 
he attempted to rap. The 
whole idea behind him rap-
ping is that the terribleness 
makes it funny, but the raps 
were so irritating and stom-
ach-churning that the entire 
movie was nearly derailed 
the moment he delivered his 
fi rst line. I will defi nitely not 
be purchasing his mixtape. 
 The Visit makes for a good 
alternative to running into 
your old roommate at Shoot-
ers on Saturday night, but 
don’t make a night out of it. 
Given the choice between 
entering an oven or buying 
this on DVD, I might consid-
er spending a few minutes in 
the oven. 

                                             Courtesy photo

Kip Biby
Ferris State Torch

The Visit

LIKE US ON 

FACEBOOK
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“I’m so happy to be a part of this program 
and I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else.”
  Caroline Heitzman
  See page 12 for story

Dawgs sink Lakers

Keith Salowich
Editor in Chief

    ALLENDALE, MI—The An-
chor-Bone Trophy will reside in 
Big Rapids for the fourth 
consecutive year af-
ter the 
Bull-

d o g s 
topped 
the Lak-
ers on the 
road 61- 24 
on Saturday.
 Lubbers Sta-
dium hosted its 
2nd all-time high-
est attendance, 
as 16, 121 foot-
ball fans came out 
to witness another 
installment of the An-
chor-Bone Classic. How-
ever, many of the GVSU 
faithful started to dissi-
pate midway through the 
second half when things 
were looking bleak for 
their hometown Lakers.
 Celebrated as Grand 
Valley’s “Blackout” 

game, se-
n i o r 

q u a r -
t e r -
back Jason 
Vander Laan had little 
trouble spotlighting GVSU’s 
weaknesses through the air. 
He recorded 419 passing 
yds. and threw for 3 touch-
downs. Piling up those kinds 
of stats also came with some 
trouble, as Vander Laan was 
picked off twice Saturday night.
 Vander Laan was also ef-
fi cient on the ground, rum-

bling ahead for 77 yds. and 
3 more scores. Also carrying 
the rock for the Dawgs was 
running back Ben Hinamanu 
who busted a 76-yd. rushing 
touchdown late in the fourth 

quarter to help bury GVSU.
 The Bulldog defense 
was tested against a Lak-
er squad that has scored 
31.5 points per game 
this season, but thanks in 
large part to senior line-
backer Anthony Darkange-
lo who tallied 3 Tackles for 
loss and 6 total tackles, the 
Laker offense was stifl ed.
 The stat line and score-
board tell the tale of a 
comfortable win. Howev-
er, that was not always 

the case. Ferris St. 
clung to a 

27-17 lead 
and faced 
hardship 
g a i n i n g 
any mo-
m e n t u m 
on the 
ground at 
ha l f t ime, 
and the 
o u t c o m e 
didn’t look 
nearly as 
c e r t a i n .
 Yet the 
Dawgs came 

r o a r i n g 
i n t o 

t h e 

s e c -
o n d 

h a l f 
and never looked back on 
their way to a runaway victory.
 The undefeated Bulldogs will 
hope to keep rolling through 
GLIAC play when they host Sag-
inaw Valley State at home for 
Homecoming next week. Kickoff 
is set for 2 p.m. on Saturday af-
ternoon.

Ferris State wins fourth straight at GVSU
Ferris to host SVSU for Homecoming

Keith Salowich
Editor in Chief

 The nationally ranked No. 
4 Bulldogs toppled GVSU last 
week, and will hope to build on 
their 61-point explosion from 
that contest when they take 
on Saginaw Valley State to cap 
off Homecoming this weekend.
 Last year, the Bulldogs were 
able to run all over the Cardi-
nals, as a total of 10 Ferris St. 
ball carriers combined for 290 
yds. and a pair of touchdowns in 
2014’s 47-13 victory. Having re-
lied on a pass-heavy attack thus 
far this season, the Dawgs will 
likely be looking to repeat their 
success on the ground and help 
to establish the run once again.
 Ferris St. also fl ew high on 
the day in the passing game, 
as Vander Laan threw for four 
touchdowns and 257 yds. On 
the other end of the touchdown 
passes were receivers Shakur 
Sanders and Jujuan Pollock who 
each caught one touchdown, 

and Kenny Feyh who accounted 
for the other two. Vander Laan 
attributes much of his success 
to the receivers around him.
 “Those guys are awesome, 
both our slots and our receiv-
ers. Half the time I’ll just throw 
a 1-yard pass on a bubble and 
they’ll turn it into a 50-yard 
touchdown,” Vander Laan said. 
“They love blocking for each oth-
er and they’re some of the hard-
est working guys on the team 
and are so unselfi sh. They can 
make a lot of plays when the 
ball is in their hands, so I’m just 
really glad they’re on our side.”
 5,976 Ferris fanatics fl ocked 
to Top Taggart Field to ring in 
the new year of football with 
the Bulldogs when they opened 
their 2015 season against 
Northwood. This number is a big 
step up from last year’s home 
attendance average of 3,054.
 “I don’t really notice the fans. 
It could be 6,000, or 60,000, or 
360,000, I just don’t notice it. 
Tonight, I did turn back at half-

time and said to myself ‘wow.’
The culture has really changed
here, and it’s just incredible that
we’ve got that kind of support,”
Annese said. “For our guys, at
the end of the day, it means
a lot to them. We’re elated by
it, and hopefully it continues.”
 Redshirt freshman and Di-
vision I transfer defensive end
Dylan Roney further empha-
sized Annese’s statement.
 “Playing in front of a big crowd
is a lot of fun, because for the
whole game I just have an adren-
aline rush. Lots of times when
the defense is on the bench we
can’t really see what the offense
is doing, so if we hear the crowd
start going nuts we know that
there was a big play, and we get
pumped up,” Roney said. 
 The home football game will
be a cornerstone of Homecom-
ing week here at Ferris. Kickoff
against Saginaw Valley State is
set for 2 p.m. on Sept. 26 at Top
Taggart Field.

Photo by: Katie Tobak | Photographer

Senior quarterback Jason Vander Laan racked up 257 yds. through the air and 109 more on the ground with a total of six touch-

downs in the Bulldogs’ last meeting with SVSU.



11
September 23, 2015

Sports
Ferris State Torch

Cody Burkhard
Ferris State Torch

 Soggy conditions seem to be 
the norm for the Ferris State 
Cross Country team as they 
competed at the Spartan Invita-
tional in East Lansing on Friday.
 Both the men’s and wom-
en’s teams competed hard 
but it wasn’t enough to over-
come the stiff competition.
 “It was defi nitely pretty wet, 
but it wasn’t too bad. We didn’t 
have anybody with particularly 
fast times. We didn’t run like 
we would’ve liked to, but right 
now we are training with a high 
volume. That’s how we train. 
We get used to a high work 
load in the beginning of the 
season and then focus more 
on speed towards the end,” 
said senior Ryan Wickstram.

 For the women, it was a day 
dominated by the home team 
as Michigan State took six of 
the top 20 spots. Of these top 
20 runners, a pair of MSU ju-
niors, Rachele Schulist and 
Alexis Weirsma, took fi rst 
and second respectively.
 Although none of the Ferris 
women cracked the top 40, they 
had some notable runners in the 
top 100 in an event with over 
300. Senior Emily Haynes was 
the top dog in the Ferris pack 
taking 43rd overall with a time 
of 23:19. She was followed by a 
group of Bulldogs with junior Sa-
mantha Humphrey taking 87th 
(24:08) and the tandem of soph-
omore Jessica Delaney (91st, 
24:15) and junior Rachael Mc-
Donald (92nd, 24:16) fi nishing 
within a second of each other.
 For the men, Grand Val-

ley State saw fi ve runners 
placing in the top 20 leading 
to their dominant showing. 
 The Ferris State men fared 
similarly to their female coun-
terparts. No one could crack 
the top 40, but a developing 
story line arose from the marsh 
in East Lansing. Sophomore 
Trevor Holowaty (72nd, 26:44) 
has placed in the top two on 
his team in both of the invita-
tionals this year including a 
fi rst place fi nish at the Ray Hel-
sing Invitational in Big Rapids.
 Trevor was a top running 
prospect prior to last sea-
son and the young man 
seems to be coming of age.
 “Trevor had a rough season 
last year, unlucky really. He 

Bulldogs slowed in the Spartan marsh

Photo courtesy of FSU Photo Services

Bulldog cross country team bows down at soggy Spartan Invitational.
See Invitational 
on page 12
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 After sweeping both oppo-
nents last weekend, the na-
tionally ranked No. 2 Ferris 
State volleyball team looks to 
keep the ball rolling this week.
 The Dawgs took down Sag-
inaw Valley State in their fi rst 
conference match of the season 
last Friday. The Bulldogs left the 
gym victorious by a score of 3-0 
handing the Cardinals of SVSU 
their fi rst loss of the season. 
 Senior Caroline Heitzman had 
a team high of 15 kills for Fer-
ris State with a kill percentage 
of .387. Seniors Alexis Huntey 
and Megan Vander Meer added 
six kills apiece for FSU. Junior 
Stephanie Sikorski contributed 
30 assists and freshman Katie 
Placek led Ferris with 12 digs. 
 Ferris came into the match 
ranked No. 4 in the nation 
but weren’t focusing on that.
 “Rankings are rankings and 
at the end of the season it 
doesn’t matter your ranking as 
long as you’re in the national 
tournament. At the end of the 
day, rankings don’t come across 
our minds,” said Heitzman.
 The rankings didn’t get to her 
head in the Bulldogs’ sweep 
against Wayne State on Sat-
urday as she led the team in 
kills once again, this time with 
10. She was helped by Megan 
Vander Meer who tallied eight 
kills and 12 digs in the match. 
 “We have a mindset that 
we’re just trying to work as hard 
as we can. We’re just working 
to serve each other. We have a 

mentality that if I can do my best 
and help out my teammates 
then I know they’ll play their 
best for me,” said Heitzman.
 This mindset and hard work 
has paid off big time for the Bull-
dogs this year who have dropped 
only fi ve sets in 10 matches. 
 The team has a big weekend 
coming up that will begin with 
a conference matchup against 
Walsh College in Canton, Ohio 
on Friday at 1 p.m. Ferris State 
beat Walsh 3-0 in their match-

up in 
2 014 . 
S a t -
u r d a y 
br ings 
two im-
portant 
match-
es for 
t h e 
B u l l -
d o g s . 
At 1 
p . m . 

the Bulldogs will take on con-
ference foe Malone University in 
Canton followed by a 3:30 p.m. 
game against nationally ranked 
No. 10 Wheeling Jesuit of W. Va. 
 In preparation for this week-
end, Heitzman said the team 
will be focusing on the small de-
tails and will try to improve their 
passing and serving. Heitzman, 
a fi fth year senior is excited to 
see her team playing so well. 
 She said, “Compared to when 
I fi rst started out here everything 
has come full circle. I’m so hap-
py to be a part of this program 
and I wouldn’t want to be any-
where else.” 

Undefeated and undeterred
Ferris volleyball remains unbeaten

Caroline Heitzman
Ferris State University

 Ferris State football put quite 
a beating on Grand Valley State 
in a 61-24 victory last Saturday.
 If a team is putting 61 
points up on the scoreboard 
one could probably guess 
that their statistics were off 
the charts. Which they were.
 In this week’s matchup of Fer-
ris Fantasy Football, I got demol-
ished. My quarterback was lack-
luster, my running back got hurt, 
my number one wide receiver 
and my defense lost me points, 
and my opposition was unbeliev-
able. I might have to start two 
QB’s if Jason Vander Laan and 
the Ferris State offense keeps 
putting up the numbers they did 
in Saturday’s romping of GVSU.
 Jason Vander Laan had as 
many points as my ENTIRE 
TEAM. I might have to start 
writing these under an alias 
if next week is as bad as this 
week. I may lose all credibili-
ty after this week, but I really 
hope the rest of them aren’t 
this bad and that our Editor in 

Chief, Keith, still lets me put this 
in the paper for at least a cou-
ple more editions of the Torch.
 Anyway, here are my picks for 
the upcoming week. It’s up to 
you whether or not you want to 
take these into consideration in 
your own leagues.

QB: Tom Brady, New England 
Patriots - Whether the ball is 
fully infl ated or not in week 3, 
I expect Brady to have a good 
outing against the Jaguars.

RB: Matt Forte, Chicago Bears 
- Forte is a big dual threat back 
who can score on the ground 
or catch passes. Hopefully he 
gets one of each next week. 

WR1: Odell Beckham Jr, New 
York Giants - This guy is fun 
to watch and Eli Manning likes 
throwing the ball his way. He 
should have a big night against 

Washington on Thursday.

WR2: Julian Edelman, New 
England Patriots - I’m going 
to try to double dip here and 
hope that Brady throws most 
of his touchdowns to Edel-
man like he did in week two.

FLEX: Jordan Matthews, Phil-
adelphia Eagles - The Eagles
looked awful last week against 
Dallas. About as bad as my line-
up was last week. I think they’ll 
turn it around with some help
from Matthews against the Jets.

D/ST: Buffalo Bills - This is a
tough one. The Bills play the Dol-
phins who are typically a feast 
or famine team. They either put 
up big numbers or sputter on of-
fense. I’m hoping they sputter.

K: Justin Tucker, Baltimore Ra-
vens - He’s a good kicker on an
offense that has relied on him 
heavily in the fi rst two weeks.

Ferris fantasy football
Week 3

had quite a few lingering in-
juries. He was one of the big 
perspective athletes coming on 
to the team and this year he’s 
fi nally healthy so we’re seeing 
w hat we expected last year,” 
said junior Logan Hammer.
 Hammer (47th, 26:15) 
led the way for the Bulldogs, 
showing his leadership with 
his consistent running, plac-
ing once again at or near the 
top of the Bulldogs’ runners.
 Another pair of Bulldogs plac-
ing within a second of each 
other were sophomore Clayton 
Springer (133rd, 27:32) and 
freshman Casey Neal (135th, 
27:33). With two sets of Ferris 
State runners placing within a 
second of each other, the cul-
ture that exists on the team 
was put on display. It turns out 
that even Bulldogs run in packs.
 “As a team, our goal is to close 
the gaps between each other 
and it’s always such a positive 
thing when we’re able to work to-
gether like that. We strive to be 
our best and when we have our 
teammates by our sides it makes 
it easier to run faster. We do it 
for each other and that’s what 

makes our team so amazing,” 
said junior Alyssa Cummings.
 Hammer added, “We try 
to stay in packs. The less 
places between our 1st 
and fi fth runners, the less 
points we have taken away.”
 The Bulldogs look to improve 
their times at the Augustana 
College Invitational this Friday.
 “There should be a lot bet-
ter times next week. It’s a 
fast course and we’re improv-
ing,” said Ryan Wickstram.
 The start time for this event is 
to be announced.

Invitational from page 11

The Bulldogs were unable to crack 
the top 40 running in wet conditions

Team Torch Box Score

Starters

POSITION PLAYER Stats PTS

QB Drew Brees, New Orleans Saints 255 pass yds., 1 TD 14

RB Carlos Hyde, San Francisco 49ers 43 rush yds., 18 red. yds. 5

WR1 Keenan Allen, San Diego Chargers 16 rec. yds. 1

WR2 Emmanuel Sanders, Denver Broncos 87 rec. yds., 2 TDs 21

TE Jason Witten, Dallas Cowboys 56 rec. yds. 6

D/ST Baltimore Ravens 37 PA, 1 Int. 2

K Greg Zuerlein, St. Louis Rams 1 FGM, 1 XPM 6

Total 49

Ferris State Box Score

Starters

POSITION PLAYER Stats PTS

QB Jason Vander Laan 496 total yds., 6 TDs, 2 
Ints.

49

RB Ben Hinamanu 76 rush yds., 1 TD 13

WR1 Antonio Agurs 153 rec. yds., 2 rush yds. 17

WR2 Jajuan Pollock 90 rec. yds., 12 rush yds. 10

TE Shakur Sanders 56 rec. yds., 1 TD 11

D/ST Ferris State 5 sacks, 1 FR, 2 Ints., 1 
TD

18

K Nate Iveson 2 FGM, 7 XPM 13

Total 131

Marshall Scheldt
Sports Editor
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Top Dawg

Marshall Scheldt
Sports Editor

 Jason Vander Laan was virtu-
ally unstoppable last Saturday 
against rival Grand Valley State.
 The Harlon Hill Trophy winner 
picked apart the Laker defense 
on the way to a 61-24 victory. 
Vander Laan completed 32 of 
45 passes for a whopping 419 
yards and three touchdowns. 
His only blemishes were two 
interceptions that he threw in 
the second and third quarters. 
 The Ferris State coaching 
staff must have seen some-

thing in the Grand Valley de-
fense because Vander Laan’s 
45 pass attempts were tied 
for the most pass attempts 
in his career. His 419 yards 
through the air were also good 
enough to set a career high. 
 Although none of Vander 
Laan’s touchdowns went 
to him, wide receiver Anto-
nio Agurs caught 13 passes 
from his quarterback for 153 
yards in an impressive show-
ing. Vander Laan spread the 
ball to eight different receiv-
ers and threw touchdowns 
to Shakur Sanders, Jake 
Lampman and Kenny Feyh. 

 The quarterback was also 
lethal on the ground, where he 
ran for 77 yards and three more 
touchdowns to help the Bull-
dogs to their fourth straight win 
against Grand Valley State in 
the Anchor-Bone Classic. This 
means Vander Laan has never 
lost to the Lakers in his time as 
a quarterback at Ferris State. 
 Vander Laan looks to keep 
up the impressive play this 
Saturday as the Dawgs take 
on Saginaw Valley State for 
homecoming at 2 p.m. at Top 
Taggart Field. 

Photo courtesy of FSU Photo Services

Senior quarterback Jason Vander Laan is currently less than 500 yds. shy of becoming the all-time leading rusher at the 

quarterback position at any level in the NCAA.

Sports Shorts
Cody Burkhard
Ferris State Torch

Vander Meer Receives Player of the Week Honors
 Ferris State volleyball player Megan Vander 
Meer had quite the weekend in the Colora-
do Premier Challenge on Sept. 11 and 12th.
 The senior outside hitter was awarded the American 
Volleyball Coaches Association (AVCA) player of the week 
award for her performance that weekend. She earned 
all-tournament honors for her play in Boulder, Colo.
 Vander Meer combined for 50 kills and 57 digs in the 
Bulldogs’ four wins at the tournament. She is the fi rst per-
son to be named AVCA player of the week for Ferris State 
since 1996 and is only the second Ferris player to ever re-
ceive the honor.

Ferris Washes Walsh at Home
 On Sunday, the Ferris State Women’s Soccer team took 
on Walsh at home. Two fi rst-half goals proved to be enough 
as Ferris took the game 2-0 improving their record to 5-2.
 It was a dominant performance as the lady Bulldogs had 
almost double the shots on goal that Walsh was able to 
manage (11 shots to six). The fi rst goal came in the ninth 
minute after freshman defender Carley Dubbert passed the 
ball into the box for senior forward Nichole Boenke to knock 
in. Near the end of the fi rst half, Carley Dubbert got reward-
ed for her earlier assist by receiving a corner kick from 
sophomore midfi elder Rachel Fouts in the 30th minute.
 No more scoring was needed as the Bulldogs played tre-
mendous defense. After two early losses in the season, the 
Bulldogs are rebounding hard, winning their last fi ve games 
(2-0 in conference). The team will play next on Friday against 
Malone at 4 p.m. in Canton, Ohio.

Former Ferris Goalie Plays in Buffalo
 The most winningest goalie in Ferris State his-
tory, C.J. Motte, got his fi rst taste of Nation-
al Hockey League (NHL) action last week. 
 Motte played between the pipes for the Buffalo Sa-
bres in a 3-2 overtime win in the Prospects Chal-
lenge on Sept. 14th.  He saved 27 of 29 shots he faced 
against the Boston Bruins prospects. After letting in 
two goals in the fi rst period, Motte caught his footing 
and was a stone wall for the remainder of the game.
 The Sabres came back to score two goals in regulation and 
the game was forced to overtime. As the game was nearing its 
end, the number two overall pick in the 2015 NHL Draft, Jack 
Eichel, 18, scored a goal to bring home the win for the Sabres.
 Motte was awarded with the win with a .931 save per-
centage. He played on Ferris State’s hockey team from 
2011 to 2015. 

Men’s Tennis to Host Bulldog Invite
 The Ferris State men’s tennis team will be hosting the 
Bulldog Invitational this weekend in Big Rapids, Mich.
 The Bulldogs dominated in the Bulldog Invite last year 
against Lake Superior State University (LSSU) and Michigan 
Tech. In the two day tournament, Ferris won 33 of 34 match-
es that they played in, taking home fi rst place in the invite.
 This year, there will be one more team added to the invite. 
Ferris will take on LSSU, Michigan Tech and Hillsdale Col-
lege The invitational will take place on Friday and Saturday 
at 12 pm and 9 am respectively at the Ferris State Racquet 
Center.  

Follow us 

on Twitter 

@fsutorch
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 We are approaching the end 
of humanity and I believe that 
Ferris students are to blame.

 Last week I was walking 
through South Quad, just soak-

ing in my surroundings. Some 
students were throwing a foot-
ball around, a couple were 

strolling down the sidewalk 
holding hands and a small 

group of homicidal maniacs 
spray-painted a decorative de-
sign on a pair of large rocks.
 That’s right, there are students 

helping to wind down the dooms-
day clock right here on campus.
 See, the two rocks positioned 
outside of the aptly named Rock 
Dining Café have had countless 

layers of paint applied to them 
by any number of students with 
a can of spray-paint and a vision.

 According to Rust-Oleum—a 
popular brand of spray paint—a 

12 oz. can is capable of covering 
approximately 50 square feet of 
surface. Armed with a borrowed 

pocket tape measure, I attempt-
ed to approximate the surface 

area of the rocks. Of course, the 
numbers are less than accu-
rate to say the least due to the 
rocks’ irregular shapes, but for 

all intensive purposes they’re 
close enough so long as they’re 
taken with a grain of salt.
 After crunching the numbers, 
I came to the conclusion that 

the sum of the two rocks’ sur-
face area is about 170 square 
feet I know very little about the 

dimensions of things, so I have 
no idea if this is even remotely 

close. Anyway, based on that 
measurement, that means 
that it takes about 3.4 cans to 

adequately cover the rock in 
the quad with one coat there-

fore adding 2.55 pounds per 
application to its total weight.
 If this practice is to continue 
indefinitely, the rock will contin-

ue to grow in both size and mass 
forever, eventually resulting in 
global disaster. The towering 
monolith will block out the sun. 
People will fall to their knees to 

praise its sheer immensity as 
nearby plant life withers and 
dies due to the lack of sunlight.

 Eventually, the rocks would 
grow larger than the Earth itself. 

It would displace our usual orbit 
around the solar system, thus 
sending us crashing into the sun 

as yet another RSO attempts 

to promote their upcoming 

event by painting details on the 
rocks in mankind’s final hours.
 While the rocks are current-
ly a far cry from being mas-
sive enough to end all life on 

the planet, at this pace it will 
eventually reach that size. So 
please, for the sake of all hu-
manity, stop painting the rocks.

Doomsday

Music shaming

Photo courtesy of MCTCampus.com  

Our hearts go out to you, right Shark.

 How many times can you re-
call being handed the glorious 
privilege of choosing the mu-

sic to listen to in the car, then 
ridiculed by the other passen-

gers about what you chose?

 How many times have you said 
or heard someone scoff and say, 
“How can you listen to that?”
We’ve all done it, usually without 

even thinking about it. Everyone’s 

a critic. Everyone has an opinion.
 Humans as a whole have ba-
sically taken five steps back-
ward in our psychological evo-

lution by forming prejudices 
over literally every trivial thing 
that makes someone human.
 “Ew, that person is trans-

gendered. Ew, he’s gay. Wow, 

you’re a Republican? Are you 
stupid? Ew, he’s Mexican.  
Ew, you listen to Katy Perry? 
That’s not even real music.”

 Since when did we get so ag-

gressive and quite frankly, inse-
cure about our beliefs to the point
where we have to attack someone

because they don’t agree with us
or do things the way we would?

 Isn’t it funny how the U.S. is

so very proud of its diversity and
yet we’re all ripping each oth-
er’s heads off because we are
individuals and we are different.

 The latest “shaming” trend

that I have noticed on the rise
is that of music shaming. Which

Sarah Force
Guest Writer

Chat with the chief
Editor in Chief, Keith Salowich 

See Music 
on page 15

The disturbing realization that not everyone likes your music
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 Michigan and Ohio are separat-

ed by just an abstract boundary. 
 Yet even though they en-
gaged in the Toledo War 180 

years ago, they have since been 
on friendly terms and would 

seem to be rather similar in 
both culture and climate.
 However, I am quick-

ly realizing that 
t h i s 

isn’t 
t h e 
c a s e .

 There are a lot of 
factors that played into 

choosing what college to 
go to, as I’m sure there were 
for pretty much everybody. 

But even when that decision was 
finally made there was still ap-

prehension. I was especially ner-
vous about leaving Ohio, where 
I’ve lived my whole life until now.

 It was nerve-wracking going to 
a different state for school. But 

Ferris is a really cool place and 
making friends hasn’t been too 
difficult. However, in the past few 

weeks I have realized that when it 
comes to going to an out-of-state 

school, there are things that you 
don’t think about. I never for a 
minute thought that a language 

barrier would be a problem.
 Now don’t misunderstand, 

I actually mean this in the 
nicest way possible. The ad-

justing process has not been 
the easiest and here is why:

 When I ask where you live and 
you point to a spot on your hand, 
I don’t know 

w h a t     

that    

means. In addition to this, 

I’m sorry, I don’t know where 
“the bridge” is. No, I haven’t 

heard of Euchre and you try-
ing to explain it isn’t helping. 
You have a special deck of 

cards specifically for Euchre? 

 For the life of me, I’m still try-
ing to figure out what a Michigan 
left is. I don’t know what calling 

someone a “Troll” or a “Yooper” 
means, but it sounds derogatory. 

I think the “U.P.” means the Upper 
Peninsula, but I’m still not sure. 
 Evidently, we have very dif-

ferent ideas of what is sold at 
a party store. Being from Ohio 

doesn’t make me a Buckeye fan 
(even though I am). It continues 
to baffle me just how many lakes 

there actually are in this state.
 What exactly is “The Joe” 

again? No one can help me 
when I ask where the DMV 
is. Livonia sounds like a 

place where vampires live.
 Everyone just keeps warn-

ing me about Michigan 
winters, but they can’t 
be much worse than 

an Ohio winter… right?
 Yes, sometimes I do 

feel like I am going to 
school in a foreign land. So if 

I look confused when you say 

that you live on the thumb, please 
just be patient and remember: at 

least we all drink pop not soda.

Angela Graf
Ferris State Torch
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basically means criticizing some-
one for having musical prefer-
ences different from your own.

Wait a minute.
 Have we become so arrogant 

and egotistical that because 
someone’s choice of music 
doesn’t replicate ours to the T? 

That we will view them as less of 

a person, which ultimately gives 
us the sole right to insult and crit-
icize them and their music taste?

 Music is a powerful and per-
sonal beast. It can tell you a lot 

about a person, so by insulting 
one’s music taste you’re basi-
cally insulting that person. Have 

you heard the term music snob? 
If not, then you probably are one.

 Pop music is too fake, metal 
is too loud or angry, punk is too 
controversial, rock is too difficult 
to understand and rap is too stu-

pid. What do you want, people?
 Here’s a thought.  Just about 
everyone on the planet is im-

pacted by music every single 
day whether they like it or not.
 Music is the one thing that 

most, if not all, individuals have 
in common. But it’s also what 

makes us completely unique.
 Everyone’s preferences are a 
bit different. But we all still en-

joy music. It unifies us while al-

lowing us to express ourselves 
at the same time. Mind. Blown.
 All music takes talent and 

hard work. So maybe instead 
of belittling someone because 

they enjoy Taylor Swift more than 
Mumford & Sons, you do this.
 Put your ego back into its cage. 

Shove your ignorance aside. 
Choke back that mouthful of in-

sults, and respect the work that 
each and every artist puts out 
there. You need to also respect 
their fans as well because mu-

sic is beautiful and powerful no 
matter what genre it comes in.
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The disturbing realization that not 
everyone likes your music

 I hear it 

all the time, 
“ S t u d e n t 

loans are 
killing me,” 
“ C o l l e g e 

should be cheaper,” blah blah 
blah. The reason we all think 

this way is because we feel 
we are entitled to the same 
cushy lifestyle we had back at 

home with our folks. At home, 
our parents took us out for 

dinner, we went to bars with 
our friends, we bought Xbox 
games and we got our nails 

done. That was all super fun, 
but now it’s time to get serious.

 How many of us got our stu-
dent loan refunds and within 
a minute turned around and 

got some sweet gadget off 
Amazon, bought a bottle of 

top shelf liquor, or got a gor-
geous new sweater from Ma-
cy’s? Probably too many. This 

money is money you will have 
to pay back! These are loans!

 Here is what you should 
do: pay your rent, your sorori-

ty dues, buy 
some lunch 
meat, some 

ramen, and 
put at least 

40% of your 
loan refund in a savings ac-
count for when you really need 

it. Create a weekly budget for 
the rest of the semester, live 

and die by this budget, then 
embrace your new identity as 

a poor college student. Use 
your paycheck from The Rock 
to get a $4 pitcher at FAC. 

 It’s high time we start act-
ing like responsible adults. We 

are so fortunate to have these 
loans available to us and I 
constantly see people throw 

them away. Look further than 
your next $8 Wendy’s meal. 

 Save so when you’re living 
with six roommates in Kan-
sas City, working your first 

serious job, you can afford to 
fix your air conditioner in July. 

Fiscal Responsibility
You are sealing your fate with 
reckless spending

Kip Biby
Ferris State Torch
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Brought to you by Bulldog Party Store and FSU Ice Arena.

FERRIS STATE ICE ARENA

FREE SKATE RENTAL WITH  
PURCHASE OF OPEN SKATE TICKET

Valid through October 1st

Ferris School Pride  
themed skate for Homecoming Week
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 24TH

9-11PM
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Learning to let the little things go

Photo by: Katie Tobak | Photographer

Don’t let the little things ruin the college living experience.

If your residence hall WiFi 

is working, you can Google 
“How to deal with an annoy-
ing roommate” all day long. 

You might even come across 

the same old, “Talk to them 
about your problems” solution. 

This is decent advice. The 
last thing you want is to sit in 

your corner and stew about the 

toothpaste stains all over the 

sink. But what these advice col-

umns fail to relay is that some-
times you should just shut up. 
 I am not suggesting that when 

there is a serious problem in 

your living situation that you 
shouldn’t bring it up to improve 
your quality of life. But some 
people have this idea that they 

need to bring up every issue. 

 They are the people who 

confront you for the emp-
ty soda can, snoring or play-
ing music that they don’t like. 

These people are trouble. 
 Yes, having a roommate or 

roommates can be difficult. 

When friends tell me about 

their roommate’s weird and 
annoying habits, I truly empa-
thize. But sometimes you just 

need to suck it up. Is crying ev-

ery time your roommate doesn’t 
replace the toilet paper roll re-
ally worth it? I don’t think so. 
 The thing is, the people who 

are constantly complaining 

about every detail have an-

noying habits too. We all do. 

As a species, we have a hard 
time being critical of ourselves. 
 So my advice is simple: bring 

up the big stuff to your room-

mate so you can live a decently 
comfortable life and let the lit-
tle things go. I guarantee you 
will enjoy your residence hall 

experience just a little bit more.

Kip Biby
Ferris State Torch

How to make your residence hall experience more pleasant


