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Good faith on tap 

Project Starburst teams with Crankers for fundraiser
Devin Anderson
Ferris State Torch

 Financial diffi  culties may not 
be a problem for some, but for 
others, living paycheck to pay-
check is a constant struggle.  
 On Monday, Sept. 8, Crank-
er’s Brewery teamed up with 
Project Starburst to fi ght pov-
erty and hunger in the com-

munity with “Be On Tap,” a 
beer tasting dinner fundraiser.
 “Be On Tap” kicked off  on 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Tickets 
were $25 and included fi ve of 
Cranker’s signature brews to go 
with fi ve uniquely prepared ap-
petizers. Some attendees stayed 
aft er the event to watch a live 
band entertain in the brewery.
 Th e fi rst course of the night 

included a honey kolsch served 
with ginger shrimp on a bed 
of fresh arugula. Th e second 
course featured a cherry wheat 
beer served with polenta stuff ed 
with chorizo, smoked gouda, 
and roasted red peppers. Th e 
third course got more tropical 
with a coconut porter paired 
with grilled swordfi sh kabobs 
and a lime, cilantro cream sauce. 

Th e fourth course featured 
a sustainer served with pan-
seared beef medallions. A black 
wings beer wound things down 
and for dessert, red raspberry 
dark chocolate fl ourless torte.
 Alexis Adaschik, a junior in 
marketing and waitress at Crank-
er’s, said that she and the em-
ployees were excited to work the 
event. “It’s for a good cause, so ev-

See Fundraising on Page 2
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eryone is really happy to be here 
and be a part of it,” Adaschik said. 
 Planning the event with 
Cranker’s was uncharted terri-
tory for Diane Long, executive 
director at Project Starburst. 
 “Th is is the fi rst time we’ve 
done one of these, at Cranker’s or 
anywhere else,” Long said. “Proj-
ect Starburst is basically a food 
pantry.” 
 Th e organization was founded 
in 1971; Long has been helping 
now for four years. Project Star-
burst operates out of the United 

Church of Big Rapids, free of cost.
 Project Starburst provides 
aid to around 350 families ev-
ery month between Mecosta 
and Osceola county. “What 
we’ve found is that the major-
ity of families that we serve at 
Project Starburst are what I 
would call ‘underemployed.” 
Long said. “It’s diffi  cult for them 
to meet all of their expenses.”
 But Project Starburst serves 
more that just families in the com-
munity. “Th e mission of Project 
Starburst is that we give food to 

anyone that walks in our door. 
We do not have an income limit,” 
Long said. “We serve some Ferris 
students when things get tight.”
 In addition to providing 
food, Long is involved in writ-
ing grants to pay for utility bills 
and other areas where funding 
is available. Also, Ferris’ Ameri-
can Marketing Association has 
approached Project Starburst 
about a potential fundraiser.
 Several students fulfi ll in-
ternship requirements through 
Project Starburst every semes-

ter. Long always encourages stu-
dents and community members 
to volunteer. “We can always 
use a little help with trying to 
do fundraisers. As it stands, my-
self and one other person are 
the only employees,” Long says. 
 Jim Crank, the owner of 
Cranker’s Brewery spoke with 
the Pioneer back in August 
about his involvement in the 
community. “We try to help 
whenever someone from the 
community approaches us with 
their fundraising needs,” Crank.

 Cranker’s has previously 
hosted numerous fundrais-
ers, including multiple char-
acter breakfasts for the Big 
Rapids Community Library.
 At “Be On Tap,” Cranker’s do-
nated 15% of it’s sales before 10 
p.m. to Project Starburst. Th e 
150 tickets available sold out****. 
Th is raised **** for people in need 
of assistance in the community.
 To fi nd out more about Proj-
ect Starburst and volunteering 
opportunities, visit their website 
at projectstarburst.org.

FUNDRAISING from Page 1

Project Starburst  and Cranker’s team up to feed the hungry Big Rapids community
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Students enjoy the start of Labor Day weekend starting  at the University Founders day and Ice Cream Social held in the North Quad of campus. 

Labor Day weekend
Students found plenty to do over Labor Day weekend

Megan Smith
Ferris State Torch

 Th ough many Ferris students 
use the long weekend to travel 
home, Big Rapids was a happen-
ing place over Labor Day week-
end.
 Th e city annually hosts River-
days, a series of community 
events throughout the weekend 
that are free to the public. Th e 
festivities began this year on 
Th ursday, Aug. 28 with the Uni-
versity’s Founder’s Day celebra-

tion and the corresponding Ice 
Cream Social and Picnic. Other 
notable events included an All-
City Yard Sale on Friday, the Big 
Bad Wolf Adventure Race triath-
lon on Saturday and three per-
formances by local community 
theatre group, Stage-M. Th ey 
featured selections from the 
musical Songs for a New World. 
Monday featured the forty-sixth 
Annual Arts and Craft  Show and 
ended the weekend-long Friends 
of the Library Used Book Sale, 
courtesy of the Big Rapids Com-

munity Library.
 Many students from FSU’s 
Honors Program take part in 
the yearly book sale held at the 
recently renovated community 
library on Friday and Saturday 
before moving to Hemlock Park 
in conjuncture with the Arts and 
Craft  Show on Monday. 
 Th e sale is a good way for hon-
ors students to earn volunteer 
hours. 
 “I’ve volunteered for the 
Friends of the Library book sales 
over Labor Day weekend,”  sec-

ond year pharmacy student Nick 
Larson said.  “Th is will be my 
fourth year [of participation].” 
 Also attending the craft  fair 
were Ryan Kaiponen and Ra-
chael Bleshenski, second and 
fi rst year pharmacy school stu-
dents, respectively. Although the 
couple had to seek shelter from 
the rain under the book sale pa-
vilion, they were able to make 
other Riverdays events.  
 Th ey attending a yard sale at 
the Old Jail where they bought 
a few items, toured the facilities 

and even the inside of an old jail 
cell. Other time during the week-
end was spent around Big Rapids 
with friends, painting pictures 
and walking their dogs.
 Other students use the long 
weekend as an opportunity to 
work and make money. Chris 
Smith, a senior marketing major, 
spent much of his time work-
ing at Pepper’s Café and Deli in 
downtown Big Rapids. 
 “I’ve pretty much just worked 
all weekend,” Smith said, “but I 
have a buddy here and we make 

See Labor Day on Page 3
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music—electronic, hip hop and 
EDM (electric disco music).” 
 Still some students spend 
their Labor Day weekend visit-
ing friends, family or signifi cant 
others. 
 “Saturday I went to see [my 
boyfriend] Louis in Ypsilanti,” 
Evelina Jones, a sophomore eng-
lish education major, said whose 
boyfriend attends Eastern Mich-
igan University. 
 Jones, who grew up in Big 
Rapids, was also able to use the 
long weekend to celebrate her 
brother’s birthday. Th e full cel-
ebration included a bonfi re and 
a concert at Th e Pub under Pizza 
King featuring three diff erent 
bands, dancing and free soda for 
minors and a small party with 
beer and games of Cards Against 
Humanity.
 From the campus police per-
spective, this past Labor Day was 

a quiet weekend with very few 
incident reports. 
 According to Jim Cook, As-
sistant Director of Public Safety, 
the holiday weekend was compa-
rable to previous years. 
 “Mostly it’s some alcohol and 
some marijuana complaints. 
Th at’s really what it boils down 
to. It’s very much a typical week-
end,” Cook said. 
 Cook attributes the quietness 
during Labor Day weekend par-

tially to the large amount of stu-
dents who leave Big Rapids for 
one “last hurrah” with their fam-
ily and friends back home. 
 “[I’m] looking forward to 
having a great year with all the 
students being back and I hope 
everybody stays safe and calls us 
if they have any problems,” Cook 
said. 
 Th e Department of Public 
Safety can be reached by calling 
(231) 591-5000.CORRECTIONS

Were we mistaken? 
Let us know about it. 

Corrections can be submitted through email at 
torch@ferris.edu or by calling 231.591.5946

Ferris StateTORCH

LABOR DAY from Page 2

Other students use the long weekend as an 
opportunity to work and make money

The w  rld at large
Beheading of journalist raises tensions

Devin Anderson
Ferris State Torch

 Th e video is less than three 
minutes long. A man belong-
ing to the Islamic State group 
known as ISIS or ISIL stands 
behind freelance journalist 
Steven Sotloff  with a knife. 
 Th e man, whose face is 
covered, addresses the U.S. 
government. “Just as your 
missiles continue to strike our 
people, our knife will contin-
ue to strike the necks of your 
people.” Th e administration 
has since confi rmed the vid-
eo’s authenticity; Sotloff , 31, 
was beheaded.
 At a press conference that 

followed, President Obama 
expressed his condolences 
to Sotloff ’s family and fi rmly 
warned ISIS that there would 

b e 
c o n s e -
quences. 
 “ W e 
will not 
be in-
timidat-
ed,” the 
P r e s i -
d e n t 
s a i d . 
“ Thos e 
w h o 

make the mistake of harming 
Americans will learn that we 
will not forget, and that our 
reach is long and that justice 

will be served.”
 Back in August, a remark-
ably similar video surfaced 
in which another journal-
ist, James Foley, was also be-
headed. Th e Islamic militant 
in this video also denounced 
airstrikes ordered by the Pres-
ident and warned countries 
in alliance with America to 
“back off .”
 Should we back off ? Has-
san Farah, a political science 
and optometry major says 
we should. He shared stories 
about political unrest in his 
home country of Somalia and 
expressed his concerns about 
America’s intervening in for-
eign aff airs. 
 “Let people solve their own 

Hassan Farah
Senior, politcal science 

See WAL on Page 4
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“Social Justice Speaker: Herman Boone”- 5-Star Event
 Herman Boone, the real-life football coach from the fi lm, “Re-
member the Titans” will be speaking about issues relevant to col-
lege and university communities, such as diversity and leadership on 
Wednesday, September 10th.  
 Th e presentation, sponsored by the Social Work Association, will 
focus on issues that are relevant to a university campus, such as diver-
sity and the importance of teamwork.  Th e event will take place at 7 
p.m. in Williams Auditorium.

Beer, Booze, and Books
 Th is presentation by Jim Matthews is designed to equip students 
with the facts about how drinking can aff ect academic and social 
choices. Matthews has given this presentation at over 400 schools and 
to more than 400,000 students.
 Students attending this event for an FSUS course will have proof of 
attendance by getting their tickets stamped at the end of the presenta-
tion.   Th e event will be held twice, once at 11 a.m. and again at 7 p.m. 
on September 12th in Williams Auditorium.

Interim Dean
 Cheryl Cluchey has been named interim dean for Extended and 
International Operations at Ferris State University as announced 
Tuesday, Sept. 2 by the Offi  ce of the Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Aff airs.
 Cluchey will be directly responsible for the main functions of Ex-
tended and International Operations both in Big Rapids and off -cam-
pus operations.

COME CHECK 

US OUT AT 

BULLDOG 

BONANZA

WEDNESDAY 

THE 17TH!

221 Maple Street, Big Rapids, Ml 49307
231-796-4887

Hours: Mon. -Sat. 9:30a.m-6:30p.m.
Clothing for any occasion and

Scrubs and Lab Coats and Stoles.
• Sizes Range from XS to 4X
• Custom Made Wedding Gowns
• Prom Attire
• Alterations and Steam Pressing Available

Pazsians Boutique

WELCOME BACK STUDENTS!
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Megan Smith
Ferris State Torch

 Th e University is constantly 
working at updating and reno-
vating spaces around campus 
with the goal of keeping the 
school’s atmosphere up-to-date. 
Th e Classroom, Laboratory and 
Other Academic Spaces Renova-
tion Project was launched with 
this objective in mind.
 Th ere are three diff erent phas-
es in this project. Th e fi rst has a 
budget of $2 million and is fo-
cused on making renovations 
and improvements to classrooms 
and laboratories in Starr and the 
Pharmacy Building. 
 Th e second will cost approxi-
mately $1.5 million and focuses 
on the Automotive Building and 
the College of Business. 
 Th e third entails a number 
of smaller projects in various 
buildings. As the Physical Plant 
staff  is not large enough to carry 
out most of these renovations 
on their own in a time-effi  cient 
manner, Ferris has teamed up 
with the Clark Construction 
Company.  
 Altogether, the project will 
cost approximately $3.5 million 
Th e project is being fi nanced 
mostly through funds provided 
by the Provost’s Offi  ce and the 
Dean’s Offi  ce.
 As part of the fi rst phase, 12 
rooms in Starr have or are hav-
ing new paint jobs, new lighting, 
technology updates, new desks 
or new carpeting installed. Most 

of this work was done over the 
summer. 
 Th e Pharmacy Building is also 
undergoing many health and 
safety updates. Th ere are approx-
imately 200 diff erent projects go-
ing on, some of which took place 
over the summer, are currently 
in progress or are still in plan-
ning stages. 

 “[These 
improve-
ments are] 
primarily 
looking at 
l a b o r a -
t o r i e s —
things like 
new eye-
wash sta-
tions, ven-
t i l a t i o n 
improve-
ments, fi re 

door improvements, emergency 
showers and other health and 
safety kinds of things,” Jerry Sco-
by, Vice President of Administra-
tion and Finance said. As for the 
second phase, most of the work 
in the Automotive Building is 
still in the planning stages.
 For the third phase, updates 
include more doors being added 
to the fourth fl oor of FLITE to 
aid noise control, renovations to 
the Arts and Sciences Commons, 
audiovisual and technology im-
provements in Bishop Hall and 
new furniture in the National 
Elastomer Center. 
 Th ere is also work being done 
in some of the residence halls. 

Scoby said the Provost’s Offi  ce 
and the Dean’s offi  ce were heav-
ily involved in the planning.
 Some of the updates were also  
driven by student input, espe-
cially on the housing side of the 
renovations.
 “We’ve had input sessions and 
‘town hall’ kinds of conversa-
tions with students about their 
experience living in the housing 
on campus and what they would 
like to see us improve,” Scoby 
said. “Th e number one thing 
we most consistently heard was 
more robust wireless, so we’ve 
spent a lot of money and re-
sources on improving the wire-
less in our housing facilities.” 
 Students living in Cramer Hall 
will also be benefi tted by these 
input sessions, as an additional 
laundry room was added to the 
building. 
 Although junior pre-phar-

macy ma-
jor Sarah 
Maddox is 
unsure if 
they were 
specifical-
ly part of 
the Class-
r o o m , 
L a b o r a -
tory and 
O t h e r 
Academic 

Spaces Renovation Project, Mad-
dox noticed some improvements 
in her residence hall last year.  
 “Last spring, they redid the 
study room in Henderson, where 
I lived,” Maddox said. “In sum-
mer 2013, they put new carpets 
in that hall, too. Th ey also paint-
ed the stairwells, last spring.” 
 She said additional sidewalks 
added to campus would be an 
update she would like to see, 
especially in areas where people 
have trampled down the grass.
 “We’ll never be done. Th ere 
will always be needs to continue 
to make improvements in our 
facilities,” Scoby said. “It’s one 
of those things of prioritizing, 
scheduling and aligning fi nan-
cial resources with those wishes 
and needs across the various 
parts of the campus.”

Renovations Project
Plans are in place for renovations all across campus

Photo Courtesy of Ferris State Photo Services

Construction workers put the fi nishing touches on the windows of the new University Center 

that will open in January 2015.

WAL from Page 3

President Obama: “We will 
not be intimidated.”

problems,” Farah says. “You 
can’t solve someone’s problems 
by simply going places and 
bombing them.”
 Some, though, argue that 

the situ-
a t i o n 
in Iraq 
has im-
prove d 
w i t h 
Ameri-
c a n 
military 
ac t ion . 
S e c r e -
tary of 
Defense 

Chuck Hagel spoke to report-
ers in August about how criti-
cal the near hundred airstrikes 
have been in aiding inno-
cent civilians. Hagel said that 
America’s eff orts have “helped 
Iraqi and Kurdish forces blunt 

ISIL’s advances around Irbil 
and helped the Iraqis retake 
and hold Mosul Dam.”
 According to Ferris politi-
cal science professor Chris-
tine Bailey, the complication 
is that ISIS is not supported by 
a government. “Th ey do not 
represent a country,” Bailey 
said. “Th ey do not have a gov-
ernment or readily identifi able 
leader.”
 Bailey said that this am-
biguity is what complicates 
the matter.   “Syria and Iraq 
are sovereign nations that 
are independent of U.S. rule. 
Th e question is, do we have 
the right to bomb a country 
that has something living in 
it that we don’t agree with?” 
For updates on American in-
volvement in the middle-east, 
visit the White House Blog at 
whitehouse.gov/blog.

Christine Bailey
Political Science Professor

Photo courtesy of Ferris State Photo Services

The University Center construction has passed the half-way point and construction remains on schedule for January 2015 opening.

Jerry Scoby
VP of Adminstration & 
Finance

Sarah Maddox
Junior pre-pharmacy

Come Check 
Us Out!

HOURS
Monday - Friday 8:30am - 6pm  •  Saturday 10am - 4pm

13 Jefferson St. E • Stanwood
231-823-2050

Fax: 231-823-2055

❖ Buy, Sell &
Trade Guns

❖ Full Service
Gunsmithing 

❖ $15.00 Firearm 
Transfers
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Changes at the Torch
Torch teams up with Pioneer

Ben Rettinhouse
News Editor

 Many will have noticed 
by now that the Torch has 
changed much since last 
spring.  What readers may not 
have noticed, though, is that 
beyond its cosmetic diff er-
ences, the action behind the 
scenes has changed the papers 
operation on multiple levels.
 Th is summer the Torch 
struck a deal with the Big Rap-
ids Pioneer that gave the Pio-
neer control over the Torch’s 
ad sales and revenue.  Th e deal 
came at the behest of the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences and 
a team of consultants hired to 
evaluate the expense and effi  -
ciency of the Torch newspaper.  
 Prior to last year the budget 
for the Torch was fl uid, with 
the staff  paid by the amount 
they wrote instead of having 
set hours.  Uncomfortable 
with not having a set budget, 
the pay system changed to an 

hourly rate so that the Torch’s 
yearly budget could a set num-
ber.  
 However, an even more sig-
nifi cant change was handing 
over the entirety of the adver-
tising section of the Torch to 
the control of the Big Rapids 
Pioneer.  As an additional aid 
to the Torch, Pioneer decided 
to take on the Torch’s ad sec-
tion and volunteering their 
own staff  to do so at no cost to 
the Torch. 
 “Th ey made a point of say-
ing it wasn’t charity,” said 
Steve Fox, a professor at Fer-
ris and the faculty advisor for 
the Torch newspaper.  “Th ey 
believe in the value in what 
we’re doing [at the Torch] and 
they’ve been a great help.”
 Th e changes came at the 
loss of having ad sales located 
in the Torch offi  ce as well as 
all members of the Torch’s ad 
team parting ways with the 
newspaper itself.  
 Th e Torch’s contract to ad-

vertise through Th e Big Rapids 
Pioneer is currently set for two 
years, with a 90-day termina-
tion clause available at any 
time.  Renewal of the contract 
depends on the outcome at the 
end of the two years, although 
at the moment the agreement 
is said to be an enormous ben-
efi t. 
 

“ “They believe in the 

value in what we’re 

doing [at the Torch] and 

they’ve been a great 

help.

Steve Fox
Torch Advisor

CHECK OUT 

THE NEW AND 

IMPROVED 

WEBSITE AT

FSUTORCH.COM
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L I F E S T Y L E S
f e r r i s  s t a t e  t o r c h “

“

What I’m saying is to make sure she 
gets hers too. You’re not sixteen 

anymore. Time to be a man.
Sarah Force

Lifestyles Editor
See page 7 for story

Hailey Klingel
Ferris State Torch

 Despite the tight, demand-
ing schedule, Ferris’ Pep Band 
will assure you that being in the 
band is one of the most impor-
tant and rewarding aspect of 
their lives.
 The Pep Band can be spotted 
at almost all FSU home sporting 
events, parades and the occa-
sional on-campus event, such 
as Relay for Life and Backyard 
Bash. Add in bi-weekly rehears-
als, meetings and the time put 
in to retain their musical skill, 
and you’ve got the hectic life of 
a Pep Band member.
 “Daily life basically revolves 
around Pep Band,” respira-
tory therapy senior Megan 
YhaszPratt said. 
 YuhaszPratt is also a student 
conductor, so she enjoys a little 
bit busier of a schedule than 
other members.
 “We can have six games in a 
weekend, so that pretty much 
takes up your whole weekend,” 
YuhaszPratt said. “We have to 
learn how to be masters in time 
management.”
 Aside from its musical activi-
ties, the Pep Band members 
love the social and networking 

opportu-
nities that 
allow for 
va luable 
c o n n e c -
tions. 
 “At the 
b e g i n -
ning of 
last year 
b e f o r e 
Pep Band 
started, I 
was just 

sitting in my room all the time,” 
criminal justice sophomore and 
student conductor Nick Sawicki 
said. “If I wasn’t in Pep Band, I 
honestly don’t know if I would 
have met as many people—now 
it’s just like my little family.”
 The members of Pep Band 
especially enjoy being able to 
simply express and share their 
love of music with like-minded 
people.
 “I joined because I like play-

ing my instrument, but the thing 
I like most about Pep Band is 
all the people,” graphic design 
sophomore Ian Goodrich said. 
“I mean, I honestly can’t think 
of anybody in Pep Band who 
isn’t a great person.”
 Pep Band camaraderie goes 
beyond just making great 

f r iends . 
T h e 
members 
m a k e 
s u r e 
they are 
a l w a y s 
t h e r e 
for each 
o t h e r . 
B e y o n d 
t h e i r 
s h a r e d 

love of music, they also take 
interest in each other’s well-
being.
 “If you ever need any help 
with life or with your classes,” 
Goodrich said, “you can feel 
free to ask all the people in Pep 
Band and they’ll be glad to help 
you.”
 YuhaszPratt, who has a seri-
ous type of diabetes that causes 
her multiple medical problems, 

a l s o 
f o u n d 
her sup-
p o r t 
s y s t e m 
through 
the Pep 
B a n d 
over her 
y e a r s 
here at 
Ferris. 
 “ I 

know that I can call any single 
person [in Pep Band], and they 
would be there,” YuhaszPratt 
said. “Not only would they be 
there, but they would run and 
give me everything I need dra-
matically fast and be freaking 
out. They really care.”
 Pep Band members find sup-
port and encouragement in 
each other because the group 
was founded on companion-
ship, not competitiveness. 
 “That’s what makes it such a 
good environment—no one is 
trying to beat out someone else 

Megan Yuhaszpratt
Senior, respiratory health

Nick Sawicki
Sophomore, criminal 
justice

Ian Goodrich
Sophomore, graphic 
design

See Band on Page 8

Music breeds team 
atmosphere

LIFE IN THE PEP BAND

Graphic by Cailey Pawluk
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D-SAGA creates welcoming environment 
for LGBT community
Dylan Peters
Ferris State Torch

 Students that are a part of 
the Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, and 
Transgender (LGBT) commu-
nity can find a safe, accepting 
environment with the Diverse 
Sexuality and Gender Alliance 
(D-SAGA). 
 “D-SAGA is an activism and 
support group for the LGBT com-
munity here on Ferris’ campus,” 
D-SAGA President Brandon 
Laninga said. “We do many 
events [during] the year includ-
ing Pride Week, Transgender 
Day of Remembrance and our 
annual Drag Off.”
 D-SAGA aims to create an 
alliance between its members 
that face similar challenges in 
everyday life.

 We are a gay/straight alliance 
on campus,” D-SAGA Secretary 
Jackie Charette said. “We encour-
age students that are a part of the 

LGBT com-
munity to 
get involved 
with a 
group of 
people that 
share simi-
lar strug-
gles as they 
do.”
 D-SAGA 
b e n e f i t s 
and sup-

ports over 20 members that are 
an active part of the organiza-
tion.
 “I feel D-SAGA affects stu-
dents in a very positive way,” 
Laninga said. “Many of our 

members come to our meetings 
to find support and acceptance 
among their peers and that is 
exactly what they get. We offer 
unique support that the students 
cannot get anywhere else on 
campus.”
 D-SAGA often holds panels 
to spread awareness, share valu-
able information and answer any 
questions related to the organi-
zation or the LGBT community. 
 “I enjoy being an outlet for 
students to be completely open 
while feeling safe,” D-SAGA 
Vice President Ryan Carson said. 
“There’s a lot about genders and 
orientations out there that peo-
ple don’t know about. We want 
to let people know that we’re the 
same as them.”
 D-SAGA is responsible for 
hosting Pride Week, which takes 

place Oct. 6-10. The events that 
are held during that week are Stop 
the Hate, Transgender Awareness 
Day, National Coming Out Day, 
Break the Stereotypes and the 
Day of Silence.
 “D-SAGA is a way for me 

to actively 
a d v o c a t e 
for equal-
ity against 
those who 
are mar-
ginalized,” 
C a r s o n 
said. 
 O n 
Thursday, 
Sept. 18 

from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., Ferris 
will be showing the documen-
tary film “Fagbug Nation” which 
is about the infamous rainbow 

Volkswagen beetle that was driv-
en across the country by Erin 
Davies. From 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
that day, students will also have 
the opportunity to meet Erin 
and see the Fagbug before the 
showing of her documentary. 
 D-SAGA will have a table set 
up at Bulldog Bananza, which 
takes place from 4 p.m to 7 p.m. 
They’ll be giving out candy and 
information related to the orga-
nization.  
 D-SAGA has regular meetings 
every Wednesday night from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m., spending the 
first hour on RSO related discus-
sion and ending with a social 
hour. The meetings are held in 
the College of Business in room 
112. 

 I know you’ve heard the 
phrase “quality over quan-
tity.”  Well, the same goes 
for bedroom activities.  
Nobody cares that you’ve got 
27 notches on your bedpost. 
Quite frankly, it just makes 
people think you’re proba-
bly infested with something 
nasty downstairs. 
 In my studies, observations 
and possible experiences, I’m 
finding that many hetero-
couples have similar aspects 
when it comes to their sexual 
frustrations.  The guys might 
be a little insecure or maybe 
they just don’t care that they 
thrust only for a few minutes 
until they are at the point of 
no return.  They get theirs, 
then they’re done. Wham, 
bam, thank you ma’am. Now 
she’s frustrated, teetering at 
the edge, never getting to 
enjoy the free-fall. This is 
where quality comes in.  
 Sex is more than hitting it 
and quitting it- getting yours 

and hitting the road.  It’s an 
experience.  While nobody 
cares about how many part-
ners you’ve had, if a girl is 
squealing to friends about 
how amazing you are in the 
sack, that’s free advertisement 
man.  It looks a lot better 
than you squealing to your 
buddies about your 27th time 
getting your rocks off. 
 What I’m saying is to make 
sure she gets hers, too.  You’re 
not sixteen anymore. Time 
to be a man. Let’s talk about 
foreplay, shall we?  Foreplay is 
a lovely little game of antici-
pation that helps her get fur-
ther while keeping the boys 
steady.  Utilize it. Make the 
experience worthwhile and 
have fun with it! Play a little.  
It’s not just about the destina-
tion; it’s about the journey! 

Modern love
Don’t be a 

two-pump chump

Jackie Charette
Secretary of D-SAGA

Erin Davis
Activist

Sarah Force
Lifestyles Editor

JOBS FOR 
STUDENTS

WE OFFER:
Morning, Afternoon & 

Evening Shifts
Work around most schedules

$8.50 to $11.00 per hour
Professional Office 

Environment
Within walking distance of 

Campus
Call now to set up 

appointment for interview

231-796-9276
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for something and that’s what 
makes it so nice,” YuhaszPratt 
said.
 Pep Band is always looking 
for additions to their Ferris 
family, and those interested 
can contact the band advisor 
Dale Skornia at skornid@fer-
ris.edu. 
 “Even if you’re not that 
great,” Goodrich said, “join 
anyway. It’s really fun, there 
are great people, and we can 
help you learn to play better.”

BAND from Page 6

Pep Band 
founded on 
companionship 
over 
competition

Photo By: Shelby Soberalaski | Photo Editor

Megan Yuhaszpratt a Senior in Respiratory conducts the pep band during a rehearsal as the head student conductor. 

Finding light
World Suicide Prevention Day highlights 
importance of being continuously aware
Hailey Klingel 
Ferris State Torch

 Every student can relate to the 
stressors that school brings, but 
to some, it’s more than just the 
overwhelming feeling of having 
too much on their plate.
 According to the 2013 
National Health Assessment II, 
about 6.5 percent of Ferris stu-
dents at the Big Rapids campus 
had seriously considered suicide 
within the last 12 months. 
 However, only 1.0 percent had 
actually attempted suicide with-
in the last 12 months.
 To put these numbers into 
perspective, that would mean 
about 650 of Ferris students had 
seriously considered suicide in 
the last year. 
 So, the 1 percent who had 
attempted suicide within the last 
year would mean that about 100 
students at this campus attempt-
ed suicide in 2013.  
 Even though Sept. 10 is World 
Suicide Prevention Day, it’s vital 
that everyone, especially stu-
dents, are always informed of the 
importance of suicide awareness 
and prevention.
 “Suicide can affect anyone 
and everyone,” sports commu-
nications sophomore Victoria 
Hudgins said. “Many people who 
attempt suicide never seek pro-
fessional help, which is why it’s 
important to always be a friend.”
 Ferris offers free counsel-
ing for students who have con-

templated suicide, experienced 
depression, or just want some-
one to share their thoughts with.
 “We try not to [only] target 
students who may be at risk for 

s u i c i d e ,” 
University 
Counselor 
T h o m a s 
Liszewski 
said, “but 
also the 
w h o l e 
c a m p u s 
so that 
[ c o u n -
s e l i n g ] 
can be a 

resource for them.”
 According to Liszewski, stu-
dents in counseling undergo 
tests and therapy to change their 
mindset, however, a lot of stu-
dents report that just having 
someone to talk to helps tre-
mendously.
 “I think the biggest message 
is that most depressed students 
are not suicidal,” said Liszewski, 
“but most suicidal students are 
depressed—and it’s very treat-
able.”
 Active Minds is an organiza-
tion that aims to inform students 
of mental health issues that may 
lead to suicide. 
 “[Active Minds] has taught 
me that raising awareness for 
not only suicide, but other men-
tal disorders such as Seasonal 
Affective Disorder, depression, 
and even eating disorders is 
extremely important because 

everyone goes though hardships 
and low periods in their life,” 
Hudgins said.
 To ensure the safety and com-
fort of students in the residence 
halls, all Residential Advisors 

must go 
t h r o u g h 
t r a i n i n g 
focused on 
recogniz-
ing suicid-
al behav-
ior.
 “ W e 
are taught 
to watch 
for subtle 
signs of 
a person 

wanting to commit suicide,” 
Health Care Administration 
Systems senior Krystle Long 
said, “such as making jokes about 
self-harm to flat-out saying they 
want to take their lives.”
 Though there are various ways 
to assist someone that range 
from medical help to therapy, 
sometimes the best way can sim-
ply be recognizing the warning 
signs and showing compassion.
 “Sometimes all it takes are 
some kind words and someone 
to listen to them,” said Long. “We 
never know what someone may 
be going through.”
 Students who feel as if their 
hopelessness is serious and in 
need of professional treatment 
can take advantage of Ferris’ free 
counseling on the second floor 
of Birkam Health Center.

Mobile 
learning

Blackboard allows students 
to learn at their own pace

Kelsey George
Ferris State Torch

 We’ve all experienced the 
love/hate relationship with 
Blackboard learning at Ferris.
 More often than not, new 
changes in technology are 
frowned upon by anyone who 
isn’t necessarily “tech savvy.” 
 While technology continues 
to advance, professors and stu-
dents have been becoming more 
dependent on it for learning and 
accessing class material. 
 On Friday, Sept. 5, profes-
sors discussed a new applica-
tion called Blackboard Mobile 
Learning.
 Blackboard is a mobile app 
where teachers can post assign-
ments, lectures, notes, and even 
have discussions about the class 
material.
 “I’m a self-oriented learner 
and Blackboard makes it easy 
for me to learn at my own pace,” 
computer aided design sopho-
more Samantha Macdonald said. 
“It’s user friendly and makes my 
learning experience easy.”
 Most teachers and professors 
that attended the presentation 
favored the idea of their students 
being able to access the class 
material anywhere and at any 
time they please. However, there 
are some negative aspects to the 
app. 

 Macdonald said that if there is 
little to no Wi-Fi signal- which 
isn’t uncommon at Ferris- 
Blackboard is virtually useless.
 “I like being able to do my 
work whenever I feel like it, but 

on the 
d o w n -
side, it’s 
a little 
difficult 
t r y i n g 
to make 
my s e l f 
remem-
ber to 
get my 
assign-
m e n t s 
d o n e ,” 

Professional Golf Management 
freshman Jack Weller said. 
“When there isn’t anybody to 
remind me, there’s no incentive.”
 Another negative aspect that 
the professors found is that some 
students may not have access 
to mobile devices of their own, 
which makes it hard for them 
to be excited about an app they 
can’t use.
 While the world of educa-
tion continues to advance and 
change, students must rely more 
on technology and internet for 
their education and professors 
for their work. 

Thomas Liszewski
Counselor Krystle Long

Senior, health care 
administration

Samantha Macdonald
Sophomore, computer aided 
design
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9/10: 5 Star Speaker Herman 
Boone Williams Auditorium at 
7 p.m.
9/11: Lunch with Lambda Kappa 
Sigma FLITE 135 11 a.m – 12 
p.m.
9/11: Beer, Booze, and Books 
11 a.m. and 7 p.m. in Williams 
Auditorium
9/11-9/13: Men’s Walk-On 
Tennis Tournament at the 
Racquet Center. Thursday/
Friday: 5 p.m. Saturday: 9 a.m.
9/13: Sorority Recruitment at 
1:30 p.m. in IRC 120
9/14: Women’s Soccer Home 
Opener vs. Saginaw Valley at 
12 p.m 

9/11: FSU Unplugged at Biggby 
6:30 p.m.
9/12: DJ Gary S at The Gate 9:30 
p.m. – 2:00 a.m.
9/13: Freedom Fest 2014 at The 
Gate 9:30 p.m- 1:30 a.m.
9/15: Live music at Applebee’s 
and half-off appetizers! 9 p.m.
9/15: A Day To Remember 
Parks & Devastation Tour with 
Bring Me The Horizon, Chiodos, 
and Motionless in White at the 
Delaplex Arena in Grand Rapids. 
Doors: 5:30 p.m. Show: 6:30 p.m.

CAMPUS FUN OFF CAMPUS

THINGS TO DO
ON CAMPUS, BIG RAPIDS, GRAND RAPIDS & MORE

Across
1 Plentiful
5 Green-lights
10 Fruit-bearing trees
14 “Tiger Beat” cover subject
15 Pentagon quintet
16 Cumming of “The Good Wife”
17 Canadian natural resource man-
ager
19 Desi Arnaz’s birthplace
20 10 to the 100th power
21 Party amenity
22 Get on
24 Dramatic backwards hoops 
move
27 Symbols on poles
29 Play to __
30 “Carmina Burana” composer
31 Polio vaccine developer
33 Bk. after Galatians
36 Photon, e.g.
40 Photo lab prod.
41 Words said while folding
42 Outer Banks st.
43 Island near Corsica
44 Result
46 Push one’s buttons, and then 
some
51 Facial feature above la bouche
52 Fluttered in the breeze
53 Passionate

55 School where part of “The 
Madness of King George” was 
filmed
56 Like many diets
60 Dubliner’s land
61 The Little Mermaid
62 Little woman
63 Photographer Pattie who was 
married to George Harrison and 
Eric Clapton
64 Shift letters spelled out in 17-, 
24-, 36-, 46- and 56-Across
65 Ripoff

Down
1 Mending target
2 St. with a panhandle
3 Absent-minded
4 Nevada county or its seat
5 Oklahoma natives
6 Renamed Russian ballet com-
pany
7 Throw for a loop
8 “__-haw!”
9 Form 1040 ID
10 False front
11 Sweet tweet
12 Equatorial African country
13 Snide commentary
18 Apple invader
21 Fencing ploy

22 Do a makeup job?
23 Bridge immortal Charles
25 Moroccan capital
26 The hoosegow
28 Immature newt
31 Memorial __-Kettering: NYC 
hospital
32 Manjula’s husband on “The 
Simpsons”
33 Quirky
34 Venue
35 Alamo competitor
37 Rankled
38 Both: Pref.
39 Like Beethoven’s Symphony No. 
8
43 Reached equilibrium, with “out”
44 Final goal
45 Experience
46 One who may be “adorkable”
47 Proportional relation
48 Target of elephant poachers
49 Politely admitted
50 Parabolic, e.g.
54 Yuletide quaffs
56 Race unit
57 Bruin great
58 Tax shelter initials
59 Spreading tree

READ

INTO

IT!
“OMG Nikki I don’t 
want to look at your 
butt.”

-North Quad

Overheard at Ferris

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

,

Artist of the week
Angus & Julia Stone

Genre: folk, blues, 
acoustic
Like: Bon Iver, 
Mumford & Sons, 
Passenger

 By the intimacy of this 
band’s folk music, you’d guess 
that Angus and Julia are a 
married couple.  Guess again. 
Formed in 2006, the band’s 
heart and soul comes from 
the two Australian siblings 
of its namesake along with 
percussionist Mitch Connelly 
and bassist Clay McDonald. 
 After a stressful day of 
college, work, and meetings, 
Angus & Julia Stone won’t let 
you down when it the time 
comes to unwind and relax.  
The siblings’ distinctive voic-
es dance around each other in 
a gorgeous, warm harmony, 

and their soft, simplis-
tic sound has often been pro-
vided by vintage instruments.  
Did I mention the songs are 
also catchy?
 I found Angus & Julia Stone 
while listening to my Lana 
Del Rey Pandora station, and 
every song I’ve heard by them 
is a hidden treasure that I 
thought I should share with 
the world- or at least Ferris. 
Now, I know what you’re 
thinking- they write a bunch 
of love songs.  Actually, some 
of their work is pretty edgy! I 
recommend the songs “Draw 
Your Swords”, “Yellow Brick 
Road”, and “Paper Aeroplane” 
for your first taste.  If they 
sound like something you 
might be into, don’t be afraid 
to expand your musical hori-
zons all the way to Sydney, 
Australia.
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FOOTBALL SOCCER

S P O R T S
f e r r i s  s t a t e  t o r c h

Photo By: Michael Corn | Photographer

Ferris State football’s defense stands together on the sideline prior to facing off against the McKendree University Bearcats.

Photo By: Mike Corn | Photographer

Junior goal tender Maddie Haustein jogs through an early morning soccer practice.

Being the 
brick wall

Justin Aiken
Ferris State Torch

 With Ferris State’s football 
off ense catching a lot of atten-
tion, the defense for the Dawgs 
are pushing hard to work their 
way to the top of the GLIAC.
 Th e 2014 squad handled 
McKendree University (0-1) in 
extraordinary fashion, defeat-
ing the Bearcats 75-14. Th e 
Bulldogs held the Bearcats to 
just 14 points, all of which were 
scored in the fi rst half of the 
contest. 
 Junior corner back, Sean 
O’Brien, was happy with 
the team’s performance on 
Th ursday evening, but believes 
there is a lot of room for 
improvement for the defensive 
squad.
 “I thought we played well as 
a whole, for it being the fi rst 
game,” O’Brien said. “We gave 
up 14 points in the fi rst half, but 
we rallied together as a unit in 
the second half and shut them 
down. Our defensive coaches 
made some key adjustments at 
half time that allowed us to not 
give up any points in the sec-
ond half. We gave up 300 total 
yards and half of those came on 
two big plays. We need to elimi-
nate the big plays, communi-
cate a little more, and have high 

energy for four quarters.”
 For the most part, the defense 
for the Bulldogs held off  the 
McKendree off ense, holding 

them to 
207 yards 
t h r o u g h 
the air and 
129 yards 
on the 
g r o u n d . 
T h e 
D a w g s 
a l s o 
held the 
B e a r c a t s 
to just 

three conversions of their 14 
attempts on third down.
 Redshirt freshman defensive 
back, K.C. Zenner, and soph-
omore linebacker, Anthony 
Darkangelo, both played big 
roles in the win for the Bulldogs 
and will prove to be a big 
part of the defense going for-
ward. Zenner and Darkangelo 
had six and fi ve total tackles, 
respectively, in the night cap 
and Darkangelo also added an 
interception. 
 “I thought our defense played 
well, it’s a good start to the sea-
son for us and I’m happy with 
how we played,” Darkangelo 
said. “It’s the fi rst game of the 
season so there are defi nitely 
some things we need to clean 

up and improve upon. Th e main 
f o c u s 
for us is 
to have 
fun, fl y 
a r o u n d 
a n d 
m a k e 
plays.”
 Junior 
d e f e n -
sive end, 
J u s t i n 
Zimmer, 

had similar thoughts on how 
the Ferris State defense pre-
formed in the Th ursday night 
matchup. Zimmer thought the 

D a w g s 
p l a y e d 
well, but 
still have 
m a n y 
aspects of 
their game 
to tighten 
up.
 “ O u r 
d e f e n s e 
p l a y e d 
well at 

times but there are always 
things we can keep improving 
on,” Zimmer said. “We need to 
improve each week so we can 
become the championship level 
defense that we want to be.”
 Th e 2014 Bulldog defense 

See Defense on Page 11

See Goaltender on Page 11

Sean O’Brien
Junior, cornerback

Anthony Darkangelo
Sophomore, linebacker

Justin Zimmer
Junior, defensive end

Fresh hands
Graduation of a mainstay allows 
junior a shot at tending the net
Keith Salowich
Ferris State Torch

 With two seasons left  to carve 
a name for herself on Ferris’ 
women’s soccer team, Maddie 
Haustein hopes to expand her 
role this season. 
 Soccer has been a substantial 
part of Haustein’s life ever since 
she was a child. 
 “I remember playing when I 
was three years old. I have a 
twin brother who is not at all 
athletic, and I can remember 
us wearing matching uniforms 
playing together,” Haustein said. 
Haustein went on to say that she 
was in fact, far better than her 
brother on the soccer fi eld.
 While abundant talent came 
naturally to Haustein, she has 
had some trouble with injury, 
and it continues to be an issue 
that she hopes to get past.
 “I’ve  been injured for most 
of my athletic career,” Haustein 
said. “I had knee surgery in high 
school and ankle surgery in the 
spring of my freshman year at 
Ferris.”
 Th e ankle injury kept her side-
lined for the entire 2013 season, 
but Haustein saw a silver lining 
in this setback. “It helped me 
to push through some things. 
It’s sometimes nice to see the 
game from a diff erent perspec-
tive. I learned from watching 
on the sidelines instead of being 
involved all the time.”
 With an optimistic point of 
view on both her past, and the 
future, Haustein has a feeling 
of determination when looking 
towards the coming season.
 “I think we’ve got a good 
chance to do something that we 

haven’t been able to do in the 
past,” Haustein said. “Across the 
board we’ve got a lot of good 
depth, which we have never 
really had before. Our bench has 
been really competitive for the 
starting spots this year.”
 Because of this level of com-

p e t i t i o n 
a m o n g s t 
the squad, 
s t a r t i n g 
positions 
are hard to 
come by. 
However, 
Haustein 
is tak-
ing the 
right steps 
toward the 

coveted spot.
 “We train twice a week outside 
of the normal team practice with 
the goalkeepers, and Maddie 
works at training,” Ferris soc-
cer head coach, Andy McCaslin, 
said. “She’s vocal in training ses-
sions and is really trying to be a 
leader in the group”.
 McCaslin believes Haustein is 
focused on the team eff ort and 
being a better leader on the fi eld. 
Th e second year head coach also 
believes that Haustein is aware 
that she must earn her role on 
the team.
 “She understands what it 
means to be a Ferris State soc-
cer player. She understands the 
system, how we play and how 
we train,” McCaslin said. “She 
also understands that nothing is 
given. She’s fi ghting for a role on 
this team, and the younger play-
ers see that and look up to her 
for that reason.”
 While stats from her freshman 

Maddie Haustein
Junior, goaltender

Football offensive 
preview on pg. 12
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Photo By: Richard Mead | Sports  Editor

In his sports column “All I’m saying is,” senior sports writer, Justin Aiken, expresses his opinion about the declining student attendance at many Ferris State sporting events.

year will prove that Haustein 
can be a compelling force in the 
keeper’s box, she is also highly-
spoken of by her teammates on a 
personal level. 
 “Maddie brings a sense of sis-
terhood with no blood relation. 
If anyone has an issue, they’ll 
go to her and talk to her and 
she will bring you back to feel-
ing better,” junior midfi elder and 
roommate of Haustein, Abby 
Meirndorf, said. “As for her abil-
ity on the fi eld in goal, when she 
did step in during our freshman 
year, she was playing through an 
ankle injury and recent knee sur-
gery and was just able to come in 
and play at a high level. I think it 
says a lot about her.”
 Haustein will continue to 
work towards a starting position 
on the team, and hopefully stay 
injury-free for the remainder of 
her eligibility. Th e biology and 
pre-physical therapy major is 
also working as a part-time EMT 
and is hoping to one day open 
her own clinic. With a work 
ethic and attitude like hers, her 
potential is boundless.
 “She is a terrifi c person. She’s 
a positive person who looks 
on the bright side of bad situa-
tions,” McCaslin said. “She has 
a tremendous attitude that will 
stay with her well beyond Ferris 
State. Maddie’s going to make 
an impact in whatever she does 
because she’s just such a high-
character person.”

Goaltender from Page 10

A now-
healthy Haustein 
looks toward 
a promising 
season

DEFENSE from Page 10

Ferris State’s defense 
prepares to lock it down heading 
into regular season
are looking to improve upon 
a defense that was strong in 
2013. During the 2013 cam-
paign, Ferris allowed oppo-
nents an average of 356 yards 
of total off ense. Th ey also held 
opponents to just 39% com-
pletion on third down oppor-
tunities. O’Brien says the team 
wants to keep improving every 
day and says that the improve-
ments begin during practice.
 “Improving every day starts 
at practice. We have to prac-

tice how we are going to play,” 
O’Brien said, “bringing high 
energy every day and com-
ing ready to get better. One 
thing we are going to focus 
on improving throughout the 
year is eliminating that big 
play threat and that all comes 
through communication, 
mental preparation, and tack-
ling. We have to improve on 
creating turnovers, so that we 
can get the ball back to our 
explosive off ense.”

All I’m saying is

 Ferris State athletics are back 
in the swing of things and off  to 
a great start. 
 Th ere’s one thing lacking 
when it comes to Ferris State 
athletics that I would love to see 
more of; fan involvement.
 Sure, the Dawg Pound is 
packed weekend aft er weekend 
when the hockey team hits the 
ice. Who doesn’t love Bulldog 
hockey? A division I hockey 
program coming from the small 
town of Big Rapids and being a 
national powerhouse and Frozen 
Four contender year aft er year, 
what’s not to love?
 Ever been to a Ferris State 
football game? How many do 
you go to every year? I’m guess-
ing one, which I’m willing to 
put money on is the homecom-

ing game. How many volleyball 
matches have you attended? 
Tennis matches? Soccer games?
 Friends of mine attend col-
leges all around the state of 
Michigan, anywhere from 
Central Michigan University and 
Michigan State to Grand Valley 
State University and Saginaw 
Valley State University, who 
are our GLIAC rivals. Th e fan 
involvement in these universities 
blows that of Ferris State’s out of 
the water.
 Fan involvement is more than 
just attending the events. From 
time to time, we can fi nd the 
gymnasium and athletic fi elds 
packed with fans, but how many 
of those fans are actually pay-
ing attention to the games? How 
many of those fans are just sit-
ting and texting their friends or 
checking Twitter? How many of 
those fans are actually cheering 
on our fellow classmates and 
Bulldog’s? My guess is not many.

 Stadium atmosphere plays a 
huge role in athletics. Remember 
those student sections you had 
in high school when your team 
was playing its arch-rival? 
Remember all those ridiculous 
chants that were started and all 
the pregame rituals that were 
prepared before each matchup? 
Who’s to say we can’t have that 
here at Ferris State?
 Fan involvement can change 
the tempo of a matchup, it can 
change the atmosphere, and it 
can change the attitude of the 
players on both squads for better 
or for worse. Th e unpredictabil-

ity of fan involvement is what 
makes it such an exciting aspect 
of the game.
 All I’m saying is, we talk all the 
time in our classrooms and our 
RSOs about getting involved, so 
why not get more involved in the 
athletics at Ferris State? Go to a 
tailgate before a football game 
and sit in the student section and 
cheer on your fellow Bulldogs. 
Go to a volleyball game and yell 
at the top of your lungs. Go to a 
Ferris basketball game and get 
hyped at the tip-off . Get involved 
with Ferris State athletics. Th at’s 
all I’m saying.

Justin Aiken
Ferris State Torch

 1264 W. PERRY ST.
BIG RAPIDS
231.796.9464

facebook.com/bwwbigrapids

WHEN YOUR BURNING
THE MIDNIGHT OIL, 
FEEL THE BURN DURING

LATE NIGHT 
HAPPY HOUR
SUNDAY - FRIDAY      9 PM - CLOSE

$1 OFF ALL TALL DRAFTS

$2 SELECT SHOTS

$3 PREMIUM LIQUOR SPECIALS

$3 SELECT APPETIZERS

BWJ_04523_Fall_College_Pub_Ads_FSU_TORCH_LNHH.indd   1 8/29/14   7:46 AM



12                         SPORTS
September 10, 2014                      FERRIS STATE TORCH

Photo By: Michael A. Corn | Photographer

Bulldog’s junior quarterback, Jason VanderLaan, commanded the Bulldog offense both on the ground and through the air, compiling a total of four touchdowns in Thursday’s contest against McKendree.

Fear the Veer

Richard Mead
Ferris State Torch

 With one non-league game 
under their belt, Ferris State’s 
football off ense sets the bar for 
the rest of season following his-
toric beat-down.
 Very seldom do those who are 
competing in a football game 
and those who are spectating 
share the same thoughts about 
what is happening on the fi eld. 
An exception can be made for 
every single person who 
watched Ferris steam 
roll McKendree during 
their Th ursday night 
showcase. Th at shared 
t h o u g h t 
w a s 
t h a t 
t h e 

Bulldogs will be an unrelenting 
force on the off ensive side of the 
football.
 Th is season, comparable to 
the 2013 campaign, will see 
Ferris State strut out their bor-
derline unstoppable “veer” 
off ensive setup, an off ense that 
led the GLIAC on the ground a 
season ago. Sitting fi rmly on the 
shoulders of junior quarterback, 
Jason Vander Laan, the Bulldogs 
off ense contains a wealth of 

experience and talent as 
they look to tear up 

turf in 2014.
 “It really helped 
that we returned 
so many guys 
this year that we 

became even more of a solid 
unit just because of experi-
ence,” Vander Laan said. “With 

the front 
fi ve that 
we have 
and then 
J a m a a l 
(Jackson), 
J a h a a n 
(Brown), 
and Kit 
( C l a r k ) 
it seems 
like all I 
have to do 

is hand off  the ball. We have a 
very solid off ense this year one 
through 11.”
 Th e Bulldogs are absolutely 
stacked in the running game, 
starting with Vander Laan him-
self. Th e versatile signal caller 
broke the collegiate single sea-
son quarterback rushing record 
in only his sophomore campaign 
last season. Past Vander Laan, 
though, returned the aforemen-
tioned trio of running backs 
that will shore up Ferris’ option 
style rushing attack that has been 
leaned on so oft en in the past 
two years.
 “Th e RB’s this year are a very 
special group of players. We 
have the ability to really step up 
and lead on the fi eld more this 
year,” sophomore running back 
Kitwana Clark said. “Th e depth 
is honestly endless. But it comes 
down to each and every player 
being accountable for their role 
on this team and staying focused 
and committed to the grind.”
 Clark was one of nine play-
ers that carried the ball on 
the ground for Ferris against 
McKendree, helping rack up a 

school record 489 yards against 
the Bearcats. Going forward into 
the ensuing ten league games, 
the off ense will undoubtedly be 
solid running the ball, but a lot 
of focus was put towards the 
Bulldogs air attack in hopes of 
a more balanced overall off ense.
 Last season, Ferris State’s pass-
ing game was up and down, but 
played it’s part to keep opposing 
defenses honest to lead the way 

to run the 
ball. Th is 
s e a s o n , 
the Dawgs 
plan on 
h a v i n g 
the pass-
ing game 
play a big-
ger part in 
the teams 
o v e r a l l 
s c h e m e , 

which was apparent in their fi rst 
game as they were able to tack on 
four scores through the air.
 “Overall, we are happy with 
how we threw the ball (against 
McKendree) a little more which 
really opens up the running 
game,” Vander Laan said. “All 
of the credit goes to the o-line 
because I had all the time in the 
world to throw and that makes 
my job a lot easier.”
 Along with the wide receivers 
and slot receivers, Ferris’ off en-
sive line saw some slight changes, 
but brought back a solid group of 

core players. Constantly referred 
to as the “heart” of an off ense, 
the o-line did lose key players 
in Carlin Landringham and Sam 
Parker to graduation, as well as 

D a n z e l l 
Maze who 
was left  off  
the roster. 
D e s p i t e 
t h e s e 
l o s s e s , 
the group 
p u l l e d 
t o g e t h e r 
during the 
offseason 
to create a 

clock-like cogged group of dom-
inating lineman.
 “Biggest key was knowing you 
can count on the guy next to 
you to get the job done,” senior 
lineman, Justin Glover, said. “We 
want to be the best o-line in 
the country and for us to show 
dominance up front shows we 
were prepared well.”
 With conference play kicking 
off  this weekend, the Bulldogs 
are heading into GLIAC games 
with a rolling head of steam due 
to the off ensive dominance that 
was showed last week. Only time 
will tell if Ferris can keep it going 
as the team seeks to conquer 
their conference and make a 
splash in the postseason.

Jasin VanderLaan
Junior, quarterback

Kitwana Clark
Sophomore, running back

Justin Glover
Senior, offensive lineman

VanderLaan leads already explosive 
attack into 2014 GLIAC season
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HOUSE FOR SALE BY OWNER 
2 UNITS (4 BEDROOM & 2 BEDROOM) 

515 CLARK STREET, BIG RAPIDS 

$89,900 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 

231-972-8212 or 989-775-6011

FREE SECURITY DEPOSIT (A $300 Value) 
Apartment to Sublet (1/15 - 5/15) (M or F)
UNIVERSITY PARKE SUITES  

REF. #AW2015 (Roommate matching available) 

CONTACT KATHY 231-796-7495



SPORTS                     13
FERRIS STATE TORCH     September 10, 2014 

Sports Shorts

Ferris Volleyball Travels to Tampa
 Early last week, the Ferris State women’s 
volleyball team went on the road to participate 
in the Tampa Invitational. Th e Bulldogs lead 
off  with an evening match on Sept. 4 against 
the 2nd highest ranked team in the nation, the 
Tampa Trojans. While the Bulldogs ended up 
losing the game, they did take one match, and 
battled hard through the others.
 Th e next day, the Bulldogs took on 
Tusculum, and won their fi rst game of the sea-
son, sweeping the Pioneers 3-0 in three deci-
sive matches. Th ough the Bulldogs breezed 
through day two of the three day tournament, 
the competition during day three was to be 
far fi ercer.
 To fi nish off  the weekend, Ferris was 
matched up against two of the top 25 teams in 
the nation in 5th ranked Central Missouri and 
24th ranked Indianapolis.  Th ey split the day, 
losing the fi rst game against Central Missouri 
3-0, but won the second against Indianapolis 
rather comfortably 3-1. Th e Bulldogs now 
have almost a week to rest up before their next 
road test at Saginaw Valley State.

Cross Country is off  to the Races
 Th e Ferris State men’s and women’s cross 
country teams joined several other college 
programs and prep schools to run in the Ray 
Helsing Bulldog Invitational. As the name 
suggests, the invitational meet was held right 
here in Big Rapids, on the Katke Golf Course. 
Although the meet was non-scoring, the forti-
eth running of the invitational featured strong 
competition nonetheless.
 FSU’s own Kyle Richardson placed fi rst in 
the 8k men’s race, with teammates Logan 
Hammer, Andrew Harper and Trevor 
Holowaty taking three of the remaining top 
six spots just moments behind. Th e ladies 
also made an impact on the day, with Kristie 
LeSage taking fourth place in the women’s 5k 
race with a trio of fellow Dawgs right on her 
tail. Emily Haynes, Samantha Humphrey and 
Ashley Hamilton fi nished sixth, seventh and 
ninth, respectively.
 While the Bulldogs got to open their sea-
son at home, they will not be returning for 
the remainder of the season. Th is Friday, the 

Bulldogs will begin their long series of road 
trips by heading to East Lansing to run in Th e 
Michigan State Spartan Open.

Ferris Tennis Take Th ird at 
Wisconsin-Whitewater’s Warhawk
 On Sept. 5, the men of Ferris State’s tennis 
team took part in the Warhawk Invitational 
in Whitewater, Wisconsin. Th e two day 
tournament was hosted by the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater Warhawks. 
 Ferris’ own Raleigh Grossbaum took the 
fi nal round over Warhawk Micheal Schnarr 
in the fi ft h fl ight of singles play. Teamate 
Laurent Galarneau advanced all the way to the 
fi nals in the fi rst fl ight of singles matches, but 
fell to Grand Valley State’s Francis Bertrand. 
Unfortunately, GVSU just seemed to have the 
Bulldogs’ number that day, as they also edged 
out both Simon Levy and Jordan Helderman 
in a fi nal round of their own.
 Th e Bulldogs oft en performed well in dou-
bles competition, advancing to the fi nals three 
times out of the four fl ights. Yet they once 
again had trouble getting it done, as they lost 
each time. Th e tennis team will return home 
next week as Ferris State hosts the Bulldog 
Invitational this Friday.

Women’s Soccer Season Kicks Off 
 Th e Ferris State women’s soccer team start-
ed their season in a contest against Truman 
State at the Ramada Plaza Invitational. Th e 
girls fell to a tough team who had reached the 
NCAA tournament last season, 2-0. 
 A two hour portion of the game was delayed 
by weather. Th is made for a long day for the 
Bulldogs, as even when the clock was run-
ning, they had trouble producing any off ense, 
recording only three shots on the day.
 Th e Bulldogs had to quickly recover from 
this loss, as they played Quincy the next day 
to conclude the Invitational. Following this 
past weekend, the team will not see any action 
until Sunday when they take on Saginaw 
Valley State at home.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Photo By: Michael A. Corn| Photographer

Ferris State soccer team holds early morning practice prior to the team’s trip to compete in the Ramada Plaza Invitational. 

TOP DAWG

Richard Mead
Ferris State Torch

 Jake Lampman helped 
the Ferris State foot-
ball team steam-roll the 
Bearcats of McKendree 
University 75-14.
 Lampman went off  
against the Bearcats, rack-
ing up 101 yards and 
three touchdowns during 
Th ursday nights contest. 
Th e eff ort helped Ferris 
break single game school 
records in both points 
scored (75) and total yards 
(761).
 Lampman’s three touch-
downs all came in the fi rst 
half of the match-up against 
McKendree. Th e fi rst team 
off ense was side-lined in 
the second half due to the 
lopsided score, making way 
for alternates to enter the 
game.
 Putting their opponent 

down early, Lampman put 
his coverman on skates 
and nabbed a 39-yard seam 
route from junior quarter-
back Jason VanderLaan. 
 Lampman hooked up for 
a second time with Vander 
Laan, taking a quick out 
to the house aft er dodg-
ing four attempted tackles. 
Th e score would put Ferris 
ahead of McKendree 28-7.
 Lampman’s fi nal scor-
ing grab for the night came 
off  of a fl oating pass to the 
back of the end-zone from 
VanderLaan once again. 
Lampman made a last sec-
ond move to gain separa-
tion from his defender and 
tip-toed to keep his feet in-
bounds aft er the catch. 
 Lampman, and the rest 
of the Bulldog football 
team, will next head to 
Midland to face off  against 
Northwood University on 
Sept. 13.

Photo By:  Michael A. Corn | Photographer

The Torch staff will pick one person a week, athlete or other, that we believe to have 

impacted Ferris Athletics and name them the “Top Dawg” for that week.

Heartland Motors & Pizza in Paris have teamed up once again to bring you this 
SEPTEMBER SERVICE SPECIAL!

$1995Oil Change
Up to 5 quarts

FREE 12” 1-topping Pizza
from Pizza in Paris!*

September

Plus Tax. Not valid with other offers. Expires: 10/10/14

FREE PIZZA OIL CHANGE*FREE PIZZA with purchase of OIL CHANGE*

231-796-4250
21960 Northland Dr.

Paris, Michigan

Heartland
MOTORS

SA
LES & REPAIR

PARIS,  MI
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Letter From The Editor 

VOICES
Student Recreation Center 102

Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307

www.fsutorch.com/letter-to-the-editor/

 The Ferris State Torch welcomes comments on topics 
of interest to the general readership. Letters should not 
exceed 300 words in length and The Torch reserves the 
right to edit for length. Letters will not  be edited for 
grammar, punctuation or spelling. The Torch will not 
print letters deemed to be libelous or obscene. All letters 
must be signed by their authors and include his or her 
phone number.
 Unsigned editorials appearing on this page are the 
opinion of The Torch  and do not necessarily represent 
the opinion of the university’s administration, faculty 
or staff. Signed columns represent the opinion of the 
writer. Inquiries regarding editorial content should 
be directed to the editor in  chief at 591-5978 or the 
newsroom at 591-5946.

FERRIS STATE TORCH

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate can-
not drive out hate: only love can do that.” 

-Martin Luther King Jr.

Where 
were you?

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

 13 years come to pass incredibly quickly.
 On September 11, 2001, my father 
was in New York City on business. I 
was preparing to head off to school at 
Quarton Elementary during the begin-
ning of what was the second grade
 I distinctly remember coming 
to the bottom of the stairs and seeing 
my mother clearly distraught, watch-
ing the horror that unfolded on TV.
 Being the uninformed 8 year-
old that I was, I cheerily submit-
ted, “It’s okay! They’ll build new ones!”
 On September 27, I will be travelling 
to one of the sites of the most impactful 
event of the 21st century in America to 
see “The new one,” I had prophesized.
 They built a tower on the rubble of 
the World Trade Centers that has been 
named “The Freedom Tower” and 
it stands; get this, 1,776 feet tall. If 
that isn’t American enough for you, I 
don’t have anything else to say to you.
 More than anything it brings to light 
the incredible spirit of this country 
that in recent years has gone wayward. 
Knock us down and we’ll get back up, 
and most of the time, in grand fashion.
 I remember going to school and see-
ing friends who were, like me, bliss-
fully unaware of the world as we 
knew it crashing down around us. 
 From what my father told me, he saw 
disaster in the most horrible context while 
I stared out the windows at the blue skies 
that we shared with New York.
 Hundreds of miles away my father was 
witnessing a tragic scene. Bodies fell from a 
hundred stories, two of the tallest buildings 
in the world crumbled to a massive cloud of 
dust while the blue sky turned dark with ash. 
 Unable to get on a plane, he took a rental 
car and drove the 10-hour trip back to 
Detroit days later. Footing that rental bill 
meant less than seeing his family after what 
he had seen and endured.
 Take time this September 11 to reflect 
on American spirit, remember the lost 
souls and be proud to live in this country.

Cooking clarity
Why you are what you eat

O P I N I O N S
f e r r i s  s t a t e  t o r c h Self-control is an important trait to build, and 

restructuring your dining habits can test your 
boundaries.
Irma Collins

Torch Photographer
See page 15 for story
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 As college students, we are 
constantly making lifestyle 
choices, from our circle of 
friends to our extracurricular 
activities.
  Our biggest decisions are 
affecting our physical and men-
tal health, and the fundamental 
determinant of our overall well-
being is in the food we eat. Our 
basic biology classes drive the 
idea of food as our source of 

energy, and studies have demon-
strated the impact various eating 
habits have on our development. 
 Even beginning at a young 
age, we learn about the food pyr-
amid and portion sizes, but most 
of us had our parents deciding 
what we will eat – our primary 

influences on our later eating 
habits.
 With growth comes autonomy 
and change, and we begin to 
indulge on whatever pleases our 
taste buds. For some, exploring 
one’s palette is exhilarating as 
they peruse the many combina-
tions of flavors, textures, and 
styles of cooking; others are less 
comfortable venturing into the 
unfamiliar and stick to their 

See Cook on Page 15

Irma Collins
Ferris State Torch

Photo By:  MCT Campus

Harrison Watt
Editor-in-Chief
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 I interned in Detroit this sum-
mer, working - mostly for free, 
admittedly - for several differ-
ent businesses. After spending 
six straight semesters in the the 
rather, ah, quaint surroundings 
of Big Rapids, it was a revelation. 
Now I have four classes left, and 
I can’t do this town anymore.
 A mere four classes stand 
between me and my reenter-
ing of the real world - a world 
where I’ll have loans to pay off 
rather than loans to support live 
off of. I just couldn’t be exclu-
sive with Big Rapids for another 
few months, attending FAC like 
church and snoozing through 
classes teaching me the four P’s 
of marketing for the fifth time. 
 So I’m splitting my time as 
much as possible, spending as 
little time in Big Rapids as pos-
sible, all while working in other 

places as much as possible. And 
really, is that such a bad idea?
 College can either be an exten-
sion of high school or a prepara-
tion for that “real world” thing. 
Hopefully by the end, it’s more 
of the latter than the former. I’ve 
been coddled by college classes 
for too long now. I’m ready to 
go back to being that “grown up” 
thing I’ve been told about.
 Those last classes are 
still important and proba-
bly shouldn’t be taken lightly. 
Sometimes, though, even our 
completely, totally, 100% impec-
cable higher education system 
can be found lacking, and we 
find our final classes being less of 

the career preparation we were 
expecting. Instead of waiting 
around, whining about how little 
we’re learning, perhaps it’s better 
to take the foot we have in the 
door and start walking all the 
way through. 
 By knocking out a bunch of 
involvement in the early years 
of college to learn - and to boost 
the resume - that last year can be 
spent getting a headstart on a job 
that doesn’t involve ringing up 
groceries and paychecks smaller 
than your loan payments. 
 It isn’t as relaxing as taking a 
last, easy semester before jump-
ing into the pool, but at least the 
gnawing worries about things 
like finding a decent job and 
paying off loans are kept slightly 
at bay. Also, they have real cities 
out here. 

preferences. Eating what you like 
is a blessing, but to exclude what 
you have not tried because you 
think you will not like it is as 
restricting as judging a book by 
its cover, and it will limit your 
variety. 
 Why does this matter? 
Because we are at the age where 
we develop our life-long habits, 
and eating healthy is crucial to 
maintaining an overall healthy 
lifestyle; learning how to take 
care of yourself now is valuable 
for when you are living indepen-
dently. It is convenient to live 
in the dorms with a meal plan, 
but once you move off campus, 
you have to find ways to feed 
yourself. The struggle turns real 
when you become dependent on 
your meal plan routine of pizza 
and fries, and carry this habit 
off campus by ordering take out 
every night; the struggle is the 
impact these in nutritious foods 
have on our bodies for all they 
offer us is a free trip to the feared 
“freshmen fifteen.”
 We must be conscientious we 
know the health benefits associ-
ated with consumption of fruits, 
vegetables, and select breads and 
meats, so we need to make use 
of our nutritional lessons and 
invest in ourselves. Our cam-

pus dining facilities offer a vast 
selection of options, including 
gluten-free, therefore complain-
ing about how “there is noth-
ing to eat” is wasteful and a 
clear indication it is time expand 
your palette. The main focus is 
progress, not perfection – aim 
to improve your eating habits, 
but avoid being too harsh if you 
break your diet.
 Self-control is an important 
trait to build, and restructuring 
your dining habits can test your 
boundaries. One can begin by 
restricting unhealthy meals to 
one meal per day, and substitute 
them for a salad or sandwich. 
Fruits, vegetables, and protein 
bars can curb your snack crav-
ings, while desserts should be 
limited to once or twice a week. 
For home cooking, it is necessary 
you purchase quality ingredients 
instead of convenient snacks. 
 In addition, your relatives have 
been cooking for years, so ask 
them how to make your favorite 
meal and other simple recipes. 
As you modify your routines, 
take notice of each meal’s effects 
on your body and mind, and see 
the difference healthy eating can 
have on your wellbeing.

COOK from Page 14

Healthy eating is crucial at 
this time of your life The life after

Transitioning from college to the real world

Tyler Hanan
Ferris State Torch

Graphic by Kaila Parent
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Words      War

Photo By: MCT campus

Taylor Swift with her awards at the 54th Annual Grammy Awards at the Staples Center in Los Angeles, California, on Sunday, February 12, 2012.

 The case against Taylor Swift 
has nothing to do with the tab-
loid fodder. 
 She doesn’t go on too many 
dates, it doesn’t really matter 
how long the guys stay, and 
there is no way she stays out too 
late. Taylor doesn’t seem like one 
to rage all night. 
 The issues with Taylor Swift 
run deeper than that. The long-
time first point of reference was 
Swifts’ uber-popular “You Belong 
To Me” and the slut-shaming 
that comes with songs that say 
“she wears short skirts, I wear 
t-shirts.” T-shirts are wholesome 
and good, while short skirts are 
slutty and unworthy. As a certain 
friend of mine put it, the “I know 
what’s best for you, you belong 
to me, I’m better than your slut 
girlfriend” part of Swift’s music.
 The taking down of those 
other, unwholesome ladies 
isn’t the most recent issue with 
Swift, though. Race has played 
the biggest role in recent Swift-
centric takedowns, most nota-
bly in the video for new, pure-
ly pop single “Shake It Off.” 
 The charges are exploita-
tion and appropriation as Swift, 
like Lily Allen and Miley Cyrus 
before her, use black culture to 
seem “exotic” or “crazy.” “Shake 
It Off ” isn’t as glaringly bad as 
Lily Allen’s “Hard Out Here” - 
Swift’s song has a more light-
hearted bent with an intended 
inclusiveness - but this isn’t an 

issue that can be glossed over 
with song like an 80’s movie 
montage. There is a sequence 
that results in Swift crawling 
under a line of twerking women 
of various ethnicities, gawk-
ing upwards in amazement at 
the bouncing butts. This after 
she stands in front of a line of 
twerkers, hands clapped to face 
in shock. It’s shocking! But also 
great! But still kind of crazy!
 Rapper Earl Sweatshirt’s 
tweets on the subject (@earlx-
sweat) have been the most quot-
ed take, and they summarize the 
problem well. The most succinct 
(and okay for print): 
 “Perpetuating black stereo-
types to the same demographic 
of white girls who hide their 
prejudice by proclaiming their 
love of the culture”
 Naturally, this limited space 
is only enough to touch on the 
many issues, not delve into them 
as deeply as needed. Good thing 
we have the boundless internet. 
Swift meant well, throwing an 
inclusive party for all the won-
derful dancers - and isn’t she just 
so awkward - but good inten-
tions, as we’re so often reminded, 
don’t mean a thing. This is a 
problem you can’t shake off. 

 Who has won 4 Gammy 
Awards, 7 Billboard Awards 
and has managed to sell mil-
lions of copies of her albums 
within the first week of 
their release? Taylor Swift. 
 I can’t stand it when I hear 
people talk about how much of 
a teenybopper Swift is or how 
she is constantly criticized about 
the amount of dates she goes on.  
 What people who hate Taylor 
Swift refuse to see is that she 
is one of the only stars left in 
the spotlight that is actually a 
good role model for young girls.
  First off she writes all her 
own music and from a very real 
place that almost any girl can 
relate to. There have been many 
days where a T-Swift song gets 
me through a tough time and I 
know there are many girls hat 
fill the same way she knows how 
to relate to her audience and 
that just makes her awesome.
  Second she is not letting fame 
go to her head you do not see 
tabloids plastering pictures of a 
drunken Taylor Swift out club-
bing or going through a twerk-
ing, chop off all my hair phase. 
She stays home on the week-
end with her cat watching Law 
and Order and baking. She isn’t 
someone parents have to shield 
their adolescent children from 
because she simply is a good-
hearted person.
 Not to mention the count-
less amounts of dollars she 
donates to charity. Taylor Swift 
was the named the most chari-

table celebrity of 2013, accord-
ing to the social change non-
profit DoSomething.org. In 
2009 she performed on BBC’s 
Children in Need concert and 
donated £13,000 to the cause. 
In response to the May 2010 
Tennessee floods, Swift donated 
$500,000 during a flood relief 
telethon hosted by WSMV, a 
Nashville television station. 
Just to name a few of 
her generous donations. 
 She doesn’t my overly priced 
cars or jewelry and she cer-
tainly doesn’t flaunt her wealth 
around like Kim Kardashian 
or Beyonce, instead she 
gives the majority of it back.
 Instead of criticizing Taylor 
Swift for her music, voice or 
dating habits, why don’t you 
look at the person she is?
 She is talented and one of few 
who still writes her own music 
and manages to stay down to 
earth despite being a billionaire 
at the age of 24. Just look at the 
Biebs he is not even 21 yet and 
has let his fortune go to his head. 
 There just aren’t many stars 
out there that have come from 
fame at the age of sixteen and 
still manage to keep it so together 
like Swift does. But hey like Swift 
puts it the haters are “gonna hate, 
hate, hate.” 

Tyler Hanan
Ferris State Torch

Kaila Parent
Production Assistant
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