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Money talks
Students give opinions on cost of Ferris

 
 Ferris State University ranks with the second highest aver-
age student debt among Michigan universities, just behind 
Michigan Tech.
 The average student debt for the 2013 – 2014 academic 
year at FSU was $35,720, a figure that named FSU as a high-
student-debt university in the Institute for College Access and 
Success’ publication “Student Debt and the Class of 2014.”
 Ferris has taken steps to help keep costs low for students. 
Among these are increasing the financial understanding of 
students, constraining costs, doubling the scholarship base 
available to students and reducing the time to graduation.
 “I really like what Ferris is trying to do, where it’s trying to be 
a career college,” said Ferris electronics engineering technol-
ogy junior Tim McManus. “It’s good because in a lot of ways 
it’s what employers want, even though not a lot of them realize 
that’s what they want. So I think that Ferris is one of the bigger 
bangs for your buck.”
 Ferris social work junior Anya Miller said she uses financial 
aid from filing her Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) every year. She also applies for scholarships to help 
keep her debt down.
 “I think now my debt is around $13,000, but when I grad-
uate it might be around $25,000,” said Miller. “I’m going to 
be getting a master’s, so that’s more school and more debt. 
However, I never really got help through the university when 
I was going about paying for college. I just got my financial 
aid and kept applying for scholarships. I think they could do a 
better job of making students aware of what financial options 
are available.”
 Students like McManus and Miller think Ferris could add 
more value to getting a degree by providing more focus on fi-
nancial planning information, degree counseling and career 
placement.
 “There are a lot of people who come to college and don’t 
know what they’re going to do or don’t have the maturity to 
know what they’re good at,” said McManus. “And on top of 
this, the fact is that people are leaving with ridiculous debt, 
even more money than they’re going to make in their first year 
on the job. And it’s not like people are going to make money 
and just pay their loans. They have to pay for room and board 
and all that good stuff.”

 For students with less marketable degrees, an-
other problem arises with students accumulating 
debt they’re unable to pay. Sometimes they’re 
unable to use their degree and can remain un-
deremployed, according McManus. 
“I think professors want the best for students, 
‘wink, wink,’ but the university has to keep the 
lights on,” said McManus. “Keeping the doors 
open costs money. There’s no magic bullet to 
fix the situation.”
 Some courses require students to take on 
additional costs to complete. These courses can 
also be required for the degree students are work-
ing toward.
 Ferris automotive engineering technology junior 
Dakota Anderson said there’s a required class for his 
degree called automotive service requiring students to buy 
tools to complete the class. 
 “It’s a six-credit class. That’s a lot of money,” said Ander-
son. “They also require $7,000 in tools in order to do it, and 
you can’t take the class without the tools. I know kids who are 
borrowing up to $10,000 to get the tools to take this class.”
 Although living on campus may lend itself toward more suc-
cess for incoming freshmen, the price tag can still be high for 
some students.
 “I had to borrow $14,000 for this school year,” said Ferris 
graphic design freshman Jessica Balcazar. “But that includes 
my living expenses on campus, my meals and my classes.”
 Ferris’ president David Eisler addressed the 
student debt problem in a statement his office 
issued in early November, saying overall student 
debt has declined an average of $1,600 during 
the 2013 – 2014 academic year from the previ-
ous year. 
 Eisler also said work had been done by Ferris 
to bring the net cost of education in line with oth-
er public universities in the state. 
 Last year saw record donations to the univer-
sity, with Ferris bringing in $12 million along with 
contributions to student scholarships. Speaking of 
scholarships, the FSU board of trustees voted to in-
vest Ferris’ recent surprise $18.6 million refund into the 
Ferris Foundation with the goal to grow the Foundation’s 
fund to $36 million by 2022.

NICK VANDER WULP

Torch Reporter

 
 Ferris students had plenty of questions to ask of 
university leaders last week at Ferris’ “State of the 
University” event.
 In a half-full section of the University Center ball-
room, students voiced their concerns to Ferris Pres-
ident David Eisler and a panel of university and stu

Ask the 
administration

DEVIN ANDERSON

News Editor

Photo by: Devin Anderson | News  Editor

Wayne Bersano, Perk Weisenberger, David Eisler, Janine Ward-Roofe, Angela Roman, John Urbanick, Lola Schultz and Jerry Scoby field questions from 

students for “State of the University.”

Greek party policy, 
enrollment concerns 

discussed at open forum

See University on page 3

Illustration by: Mikala Piller | Cartoonist



College Contact Phone # Location
Health Professions Richelle Williams (231) 591-2263  VFS 210
Arts & Sciences Barb Hampel (231) 591-3660  ASC 3052
Business (On/Off campus undergrad. students) Carri Griffis (231) 591-2493  BUS 200
Business (graduate students) Shannon Yost (231) 591-2168  BUS 200
Education & Human Services Jacee Potts (231) 591-2700  BIS 604
Engineering & Technology Deb Ducat (231) 591-2961  JHN 200

Note:  You must satisfy all of your degree requirements before you officially graduate and receive your diploma.
Caps and Gowns may be purchased at the Grad Fair on November 5th, 11:00 am – 4:00pm in the University Center – 
Multi Purpose Rooms or starting November 5th – December 17th at the Ferris State University Bookstore (located in 
the University Center, 805 Campus Drive, Big Rapids MI 49307).
Tickets  are required for all ceremonies. All students planning on participating in a ceremony will receive (7) seven 
tickets.  Electronic tickets will be available for students to access/print starting November 5, 2015. Extra tickets are not 
distributed and lost tickets will not be replaced.
Commencement Program – Graduates must complete their online graduation application by Friday, October 16, 
2015 for their names to appear in the Fall 2015 Commencement Programs or their name will not appear in the 
Commencement Program. In order to have the program printed and back in time for the ceremonies we have to 
adhere to these deadlines. Contact your college’s Commencement Coordinator if you have any questions.

Saturday, December 19
Time  College
10:00 am  College of Art & Sciences
 College of Education & Human Services
 College of Engineering  and Technology
1:30 pm  College of Business
 College of Health Professions
 

For special accommodations or for more information 
regarding the Commencement ceremony, please 
visit the Commencement website www.ferris.edu/
commencement or call (231) 591-3803.

2015 DECEMBER  
COMMENCEMENT

Saturday December 19, 2015
Ewigleben Sport Complex  
(Wink Arena)

Harassment 
 Nov. 5, 10:30 p.m., officers in-
vestigated a harassment complaint 
in Big Rapids and escorted a fe-
male victim back to her residence.

Weed complaint 
 Nov. 6, 1:30 p.m., officers inves-
tigated a marijuana complaint at 
West Campus Apartments. The inci-
dent was handled by housing staff.

Assault 
 Nov. 6, 2:30 p.m., officers 
investigated an assault complaint 
in Bond Hall. One student was 
referred to the Office of Student 
Conduct.

That smell 
 Nov. 6, 11:20 p.m., officers 
investigated a marijuana complaint 
in Travis Hall. One student was 
referred to the Office of Student 
Conduct.

Domestic assault 
 Nov. 7, 11:40 a.m., officers stood 
by to assist the sheriff department 
in response to a domestic assault 
at Ryan Creek Apartments.

Found softball equipment 
 Nov. 7, 6:30 p.m., a softball 
mitt and two softballs were turned 
in to DPS from the west intramu-
ral fields. The owner is asked to 
retrieve them.

Turned down 
 Nov. 8, 1:45 a.m., officers 
responded to a noise complaint 
at West Campus Apartments. The 
students were told to be quiet.

Assault 
 Nov. 8, 3:45 a.m., officers were 

informed of an assault in Big 
Rapids. The victim did not wish 
to pursue criminal charges, but 
officers assisted her with retrieving 
her belongings.

More assault 
 Nov. 9, midnight, officers re-
sponded to an assault complaint in 
Ward Hall. A suspect was identi-
fied and referred to the Office of 
Student Affairs. He was suspended 
from Ferris while the victim did not 
wish to pursue criminal charges.

Butt grab 
 Nov. 9, 1:30 a.m., officers 
assisted the sheriff department 
with investigating an inappropriate 
touching complaint at Oakwood 
Apartments. The victim reported a 
male had grabbed her butt.

Stolen bike 
 Nov. 9, 1:30 p.m., officers 
received report of a bicycle stolen 
from a rack outside North Bond 
Hall.

Damaged bike 
 Nov. 9, 2 p.m., officers received 
report of a bicycle damaged on a 
rack near Lot 61.

Fight at SRC 

 Nov. 9, 4:30 p.m., officers 
responded to a disorderly subjects 
complaint at the Student Recre-
ation Center. Three male students 
who had been fighting left prior to 
officers’ arrival.

Caught with BB gun 
 Nov. 9, 9:30 p.m., officers 
received the report of a handgun 
at The Rock. The subject was iden-
tified and was found be carrying 
a BB gun that looked much like a 
Beretta handgun. The student was 
referred to the Office of Student 
Conduct.

That smelly smell 
Nov. 10, midnight, officers respond-
ed to a marijuana complaint in Tra-
vis Hall. One student was referred 
to the Office of Student Conduct.

Student hit by car 
 Nov. 10, 6:15 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a hit and run accident 
at the intersection of North Warren 
Avenue and Campus Drive. A car 
had hit a female student and drove 
off.

Social media harassment 
 Nov. 10, 7 p.m., officers respond-
ed to a harassment complaint at 
Vandercook Hall. The incident in-
volved a vulgar post to social media 
and the investigation continues.
 
 
DPS issued 457 parking and traffic 
violations between Nov. 6 and Nov. 
12 totaling $7,410.
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Easley on the front page should 

have been Eastley
Corrections can be submitted through email at 

fsutorcheditor@gmail.com or by calling 231-591-5978

Ferris State Torch
Corrections

DEVIN ANDERSON

News Editor

 
College of Pharmacy awards hundreds of scholarships 
 At a recent pharmacy scholarship reception, more than 
$650,000 was awarded to 293 students in Ferris’ College of 
Pharmacy for academic and professional achievement. Four 
$10,000 scholarships were also awarded from Phil and Jocelyn 
Hagerman’s recent $5 million donation to the College of Pharma-
cy. 

Students place in building competition 
 Students in the construction management and architecture 
programs recently took second place at an Associated School of 
Construction Region 3 building competition in Illinois. The team 
featured Ferris students Layna Beer, Nate Demerly, Mark Miran-
dola, Maycee Robinson, Jason Souvak and Meghann Zmuda and 
was coached by Suzanne Miller, Chris Cosper and Joe Pacella.

Students to present research 
 Ferris communication students Gabriella Hagen, Phil Hartley 
and Joe McClernan will present research colloquiums at 11 a.m. 
on Thursday, Nov. 19 in University Center room 116. The presen-
tations will be moderated by Dr. Sandy Alspach.

dent leaders during the Student 
Government-coordinated event.
 Heated discussion began about 
an hour into the forum. One stu-
dent’s concern regarding the new 
“events with alcohol policy” for 
Greek organizations led to ques-
tions from several others about the 
validity of the policy and whether 
or not it could apply to other regis-
tered student organizations or Fer-
ris athletic teams.
 Angela Roman, director of the 
Center for Leadership, Activities 
and Career Services (CLACS), 
clarified that the policy applies to 
Greeks because they are the only 
campus organizations permitted to 
have alcohol at events and that the 
policy was updated simply to reflect 
Greek event standards at a national 
level.
 “Greek organizations at Ferris 
are doing a fabulous job,” Roman 
said. “We’re not seeing any unsafe 
incidents recently, so we’re really 
excited about that.”
 Business administration senior 
Dylan Carpenter and public rela-
tions senior Kaitlyn Patrick, both 
members of Ferris Greek organiza-
tions, pressed further. Carpenter 
cited a section of the policy that 
states a party can be considered 
a Greek event when 50 percent or 
20 members of an organization are 
present with alcohol, suggesting 
RSOs and athletic teams could be 
having similar events.

 “These organizations aren’t held 
accountable the way Greek organi-
zations are,” Carpenter said.
 Roman said there have been 
no allegations of unsafe behavior 
from the types of events Carpenter 
described and asked for any other 
Greek questions to be asked in pri-
vate. Roman has been contacted 
by the Torch for comment.
 Reduced student employment 
hours were a concern for Ferris 
music industry management se-
nior Olivia Odette. She noted two 
reductions in budgeted work hours 
since she started working at CLACS 
as a sophomore and asked the 
panel why she and other students 
couldn’t be budgeted more hours. 
Jerry Scoby, vice president for ad-
ministration and finance, said re-
ductions can be explained in part 

by a rising minimum wage, on its 
way to $9.25 an hour by 2018.
 “Budgets have stayed flat for stu-
dent wages, but minimum wage is 
going up in Michigan,” Scoby said. 
“Departments have the same pur-
chasing power, but because wages 
have gone up, they can’t buy as 
many hours.”
 President Eisler added there are 
no plans to reduce the student em-
ployment budget and that the ad-
ministration is hoping to increase 
the budget to accommodate the 
new minimum wage.
 Carpenter also had concerns 
about a projected decrease in high 
school graduates and what affect 
that would have on Ferris.
 “We’re not of the idea that we’re 
going to shrink,” Eisler responded. 
“We believe we can grow in this en-

vironment.”
 Vice president for student affairs 
Janine Ward-Roofe said she and 
an enrollment task force has been 
working to make sure Ferris enroll-
ment stays up.
 In other action, Eisler responded 
to a question from Colleges Against 
Cancer vice president Cody Wise 
that the university currently has no 
plan to make Ferris a smoke-free 
campus. Chief technology officer 
John Urbanick also announced the 
return of a “classifieds” section to 
MyFSU later this academic year.

UNIVERSITY from page 2

Students raise 
Ferris concerns at 
open forum

like us on 
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Ferris State Torch
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Above, Jyotsna Uddavolu applies henna to students at Ferris’ Diwali celebration.

Carnival of Culture
Diwali festival promotes

 cultural integration

 
 Ferris State students danced and enjoyed Indian food at a 
Diwali festival last week to celebrate and learn about Indian 
culture.
 The Diwali-themed international carnival was held in the 
IRC last Friday night. Diwali, also known as the Festival of 
Lights, is comparable to the American New Year celebration. 
It represents the victory of light over dark. The Hindu cele-
bration is a five-day ritual that occurs between mid-October 
and mid-November on a Western calendar.
 “We wanted to call it an international carnival so it was 
fully inclusive,” said Lisa VonReichbauer, assistant director 
of the Office of International Education. “We chose Diwali as 

the theme since it fell on this week.”
 Sai Goutham, a first year graduate international stu-
dent at Ferris, explained how Diwali is celebrated in India.  
 “When we celebrate, we wake up early in the morning and 
we pray to our goddesses,” Goutham said. “We clean all of 
our stuff so everything is new, and in the evening we eat and 
set off firecrackers.”
 The festival began with a presentation that explained Di-
wali and what it means in Indian culture. Throughout the 
night, participants experienced Indian music and dance, 
sported henna body art, tasted traditional Indian dishes and 
participated in a sand art activity known as Rangoli.
 The event was planned by the International Student Orga-
nization (ISO) and the Indian Student Association with help 
from the Music Industry Management Association. Ferris in-
formation security major Sai Teja is an ISO board member 

who helped organize the carnival.
 “We’ve been planning this for about two months,” said 
Teja. “We gathered our friends and people we know to help 
us make the food and decorate and do dances. We wanted 
to bring all types of people here, so we hung up all of the 
international flags to bring everyone together.”
 The festival brought in an audience of more than 100 
people of many nationalities.
 “I’ve really enjoyed learning about the purpose of Diwa-
li and what it means,” said Ferris sophomore Collin Grand. 
“I’ve learned about their culture, like why they wear certain 
things and the purpose behind henna. It’s been really fun.”
 Ferris State currently has around 110 Indian students, 
but that number has been decreasing over the past few 
years, according to VonReichbauer.

ELIZABETH YOST

Torch Reporter
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Call Carver Properties:  
616-430-5577

...to fill large house. 
Includes washer, dryer,  

and dishwasher, 2 baths, 
and your own room with 

keyed entry.
Very nice spacious house, 
great roommates and close 

to campus.  $300.00 per 
month plus share of gas, 

electric and cable/internet.

Books & 
Select Items
30-90% OFF
Now thru Thanksgiving

Great Lakes 
   Book & 
   Supply
840 CLARK ST • BIG RAPIDS 

231-796-1112

The Original
Schuburger!

Best of 
Michigan’s 
Top Ten 
Burgers!
12 Beers on Tap! 
Awesome Dinners 
Starting at 5pm!

231-796-5333
Historic Downtown Big Rapids

109 N. Michigan Ave.

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11am-12am

Closed Sunday

Burgers: 
It's What We Do!
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 Student safety has proven to be 
a high priority for Ferris as several 
campus leaders took a frigid walk 
across all of campus last week to 
assess night lighting. 
 Ferris President David Eisler 
put it simply, “The objective is to 
find spots that are dark.” 
 The group started out at 9 p.m. 
last Monday from the West Cam-
pus Community Center and from 
there made their way through 
campus. 
 Along with Eisler, the group 
consisted of Student Government 
representatives Madison Hawley 

and Keegan Murphy as well as as-
sociate vice president for the the 
Physical Plant, Mike Hughes and 
vice president of administration 
and finance, Jerry Scoby. Ferris’ 
director of public safety, Bruce 
Borkovich, was included in the 
night survey but was called away 
on an emergency. 
 Murphy, director of public re-
lations for Student Government, 
took the time with campus lead-
ers to not only assess campus 
safety, but to address key issues 
related to university life such as 
the budget, emergency action 
plans and new campus projects. 
 “I was overall very pleased with 
the experience,” Murphy said. “It 

was a good opportunity to get 
some important questions an-
swered and make sure the cam-
pus is well lit.”
 Murphy went on to say he is im-
pressed with the grounds crew for 
maintaining campus the way it is. 
 Overall, the group found just 
one light out. The issue was prom-
ised to be addressed immediate-
ly.
 While visible light was the main 
focus of the project, the group 
also focused on ensuring no stu-
dent would have a problem finding 
an emergency phone on campus.
 Student feedback or issues re-
lated to campus safety can be re-
ported to DPS at 231-591-5000.

Comfortable on campus
Ferris leaders walk campus to address student safety

Photo by: Chris Martin | Photographer

Keegan Murphy and Madison Hawley plan a walking route with vice president for administration and finance Jerry Scoby.

KIP BIBY

Torch Reporter

Photo by: Angela Graf | Reporter
Travis Hill, Michael Leech and Kyle Fite wear the French colors in the quad to show 
support for victims of recent attacks in France and across the world.

Standing in 
solidarity

 

 To show support for victims not 
only of attacks in France, but of daily 
acts of terrorism all over the world, 
Ferris students stood in the North 
Quad from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday, 
wearing French colors while holding 
the French flag and a sign that read:
 “Take a moment of silence for vic-
tims of violent acts around the world. 
Paris, Kenya, Nigeria, Lebanon, Syr-
ia, Baghdad.”
 The three students holding the 
flag are all Ferris law enforcement 
majors: junior Travis Hill, junior Mi-
chael Leech and sophomore Kyle 
Fite. After hearing about the at-
tacks on Friday, Leech wanted to 
do something more significant than 
just change his Facebook profile pic-
ture. 
 “Even if people just take 10 sec-
onds,” he said. “It shows that we 
can stop our busy schedules and re-
alize that there are other people out 
there and that they need us just as 
much as we needed them 14 years 
ago. It’s just a chance for us to show 
that we do still care about the world 
around us.”
 In addition to the sign, Leech had 
names of the other countries writ-

ten on his shirt. 
 “It’s not just to take Paris into 
consideration but also other na-
tions that have been attacked both 
recently and in the past,” said Fite.  
 “It opens the eyes of some stu-
dents when they walk by and read 
that there are places other than 
Paris being attacked and that whole 
other places exist outside of their 
own world and social media.”
 On the evening of Nov. 13, 2015, 

a series of coordinated terrorists’ 
attacks began in Paris, France, and 
the surrounding area by the group 
known as Islamic State (ISIS). 
 These attacks included mass 
shootings, suicide bombings and 
hostage situations. There were a re-
ported 129 people dead as of Nov. 
15, although that number is sup-
posedly going to rise in the coming 
days. In addition to the lives lost, 
there were at least 352 people in-
jured.

Ferris students 
show support of 

victims of terrorism

 

 A team of Michigan drug enforcement officers were “the ones who 
knocked” last week after a meth lab was discovered in a vehicle on Fer-
ris’ west campus.
 Mark Kevin Peterson, 30, was arrested and arraigned on one count of 
manufacturing methamphetamine, two counts of operating a meth lab 
and one count of possessing meth. Peterson was also charged with one 
count of maintaining a meth lab in presence of a minor due to a child’s 
car seat found in the vehicle.
 Ferris night patrol officers discovered Peterson’s vehicle in 
Lot 23 around 9 p.m. on Nov. 9. According to Ferris DPS direc-
tor Bruce Borkovich, Peterson quickly drove off to Robin Court 
Apartments upon seeing the officers. It was later discovered Pe-
terson had been staying there with his girlfriend, a Ferris student. 
 After finding the vehicle’s license plate to have been expired and fur-
ther investigating, DPS contacted the Central Michigan Enforcement 
Team to assist in arresting Peterson.
 Evidence of more meth lab equipment was later discovered in the 
woods nearby. Peterson faces up to 20 years in prison.

Br
35

Ferris DPS 
discovers

 mobile meth 
lab in Lot 23

BR
35
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News Editor

ANGELA GRAF

Torch Reporter



6
Week of Nov. 18 - Nov. 24, 2015

Lifestyles
Ferris State Torch

LIFESTYLES
Hailey Klingel
Lifestyles Editor 
klingeh@ferris.edu

“There are a lot of things you have 
to manage, but by doing all this you 
learn how to better manage your-
self.”

-Elias Arshiya
See page 8 for story
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Mary Schuler poses with Esther, who helps Schuler detect drops in her blood sugar. Esther has helped Schuler through four seizures this year.

Woman’s 
best friend

College life with a service dog

 
 On your way to class, you may have 
noticed someone walking around with a 
black Labradoodle.
 You may have asked to pet the dog, and 
after being denied permission, you may 
have wondered why.
 Well, that Labradoodle’s name is Esther, 
and she has one very important job, which 
is to protect Mary Schuler. 
 Schuler is a Ferris psychology soph-
omore and is a reactive hypoglycemic, 
which means she has low blood sugar and 
could have a seizer at any time.  
 “Esther can give me about a minute 

warning before I have a seizer,” Schuler 
said. “My blood sugar will drop really low 
pretty quickly and she will give me a warn-
ing so I can sit down so I won’t fall and hit 
my head.” 
 According to Schuler, blood sugar is a 
smell and Esther is a natural alerter, which 
means Schuler did not train her to do that 
part. Esther could be picking up on a seiz-
er or an increased heart rate by smell or 
sense. 
 When Esther catches on to a seizer, she 
will get really close to Schuler while keep-
ing eye contact, head-butt and start paw-
ing. If they are walking, Esther will stop in 
front of Schuler and paw at her again. 
 When Schuler does have a seizer, Esther 
will lay on top of Schuler to help get her 

out of it.  Esther has caught on and helped 
Schuler through four seizers this year on 
campus. 
 Being a college student and needing a 
service dog is not that much different ac-
cording to Schuler; it is like having a tod-
dler with you at all times. 
 “It might be different in a sense that I 
have special dietary restrictions, a dog and 
times where I can’t be out and about like 
everyone else,” said Schuler. 
 Schuler said her friends have been very 
accommodating and sometimes change 
their plans to coordinate with her health. 
 “Esther is a teenager so she is kind of a 
punk right now, and she sleeps during my 
classes or she will just sit quietly under my 
desk,” said Schuler. 

 When Esther is off duty, which means 
she does not wear her vest, she loves to 
run, play catch, chew on bones, eat scram-
bled eggs and watch T.V. 
 According to Schuler, Esther is very pro-
fessional when she has her vest on and is 
very playful when her vest is off. 
 “She is a completely different dog when 
her vest is off, but she still does her job,” 
said Schuler. 
 Schuler said Esther loves to work. 
 “She loves to carry things, so when she 
gets antsy I will give her my keys to carry 
in her mouth so she feels like she is doing 
something,” said Schuler. 

ANDREA LENHART

Torch Reporter
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So you got an MIP?
Three FSU students explain what to expect

HAILEY KLINGEL

Lifestyles Editor

Q: When did 
you get an 
MIP?

A: 
Student 1: Nov. 2013
Student 2: Aug. 2014
Student 3: Aug. 2014

Q: What 
were you 
doing 
when you 
got it?

A: 
 Student 1: We 
were walking out-
side and one of 
my friends had a 
cup in his hand. 
An undercover 
cop drove by 

so he threw 
the cup down 
and the cop 
stopped us for 

littering. I 

 You’ve probably heard a story or two 
about someone who has an MIP, but 
what does that really mean?
 You can get a Minor in Possession 
(MIP) misdemeanor in Michigan if 
you are younger than 21 and drink-
ing, have alcohol with you, tried to 
buy alcohol or are drunk. The conse-

quences can be any or all of the 
following: A fine, a community 
service order, participation in 
substance abuse prevention or a 
substance abuse screening or-
der. People who don’t have prior 
convictions might be able to get 
probation and have the charges 
dismissed upon successful 
probation completion. 
 The consequences of get-
ting caught with a fake ID can 
be up to 93 days in jail or a 
fine of up to $100. 
 The Torch interviewed 
three anonymous Ferris stu-
dents who got MIPs to ex-
plain the process. 

 There are many 
more rules and much 
more information on 
the MIP process. Vis-
it http://goo.gl/
irMMbM to learn 
more.

Q: What was your 
reaction when you 
got the MIP?

A: 
 Student 1: I was pretty pissed. 
I was really nervous about how it 
would affect everything. But in the 
grand scheme of things, it wasn’t 
too bad.
 Student 2: I cried basically the 
entire time from when they stopped 
us to all night after. I cried a lot the 
next day too.
 Student 3: I was definitely scared 
and disappointed in myself when it 
first happened. It was embarrassing 
to be given an MIP in front of stu-
dents walking by to go to parties. I 
was also really worried about what 
might happen to my future job 
search with an MIP.

Q: How much did 
everything cost?

A: 
 Student 1: About $1,000 after 
everything.
 Student 2: About $1,000. 
 Student 3: I think around $500 
or $600.

Q: How did your 
parents react?

A: 
 Student 1: They were pissed. 
They were really disappointed. They 
were pretty stressed out about it 
and didn’t trust me for a while, so it 
was kind of tough.
 Student 2: They weren’t mad 
at me, they just felt bad because I 
was freaking out. They helped me 
decide to do the probation because 
they didn’t want it on my record ei-
ther or it to interfere with getting a 
job later.
 Student 3: My parents were dis-
appointed in me but they were just 
happy I wasn’t caught doing more 
serious offenses like selling drugs 
or murdering someone. They also 
knew I’m still young 

Q: Can you take 
me through the 
process of what 
happened after?

A:  
 Student 1: didn’t want it on my 
record since I was trying to get into 
grad school, so I did the deferral 
program. I had to go to court three 
or four times. After my last day at 
court, I had to write in a monthly 
report to my probation officer for a 
year, do 32 hours of community ser-
vice, a psych evaluation and take a 
class. If I were to do it again I would 
have just taken the MIP on my re-
cord.
 Student 2: They give you the tick-

et and it has the court notice on 

it, so you go to that and that’s where 
you plead guilty or not guilty. You 
can plead guilty and pay the fine 
upfront and take it on your record 
for five years. I pleaded not guilty 
and did the community service and 
stuff because they take it off your 
record as soon as you finish the pro-
bation. I got off after seven months 
because I went in to ask if I could 
leave the state to go to Chicago, and 
they said yes, but to come in and do 
a drug test as soon as I got back. 
After I came back, I did the drug test 
and passed and they just let me off 
probation.
 Student 3: I went to court twice. 
The first time was to plead guilty or 
not guilty. The second court date 
was for the sentencing. I took it on 
my record because I wanted the 
process to be over. I was tired of 
hearing about court dates and be-
ing upset about it all the time. I fig-
ured having one on my record might 
hinder me getting a job but it isn’t 
the worst thing in the world to have 
on your record. The career path I 
chose isn’t as strict as being a doc-
tor or lawyer, so I made the choice of 
taking it.  It hasn’t impacted my life 
in any way, but I also haven’t grad-
uated and started job hunting yet.

Q: Did you 
change your be-
havior after you 
got the MIP?

A: 
 Student 1: I would either go 
to parties and not drink or I 
would stay in my apartment 
and drink. I just wouldn’t 
go out in public and drink. I 
guess it didn’t really stop me 
from drinking, just where.
 Student 2: I never go out 
anymore. If I do go out, I’m 
always the DD or I’m sober. 
I’m not going out drunk at 
all until I’m 21 because 
if you get another one, it 
goes on your record and 
there’s nothing you can 
do about it. The first one 
isn’t so bad, but when 
they see you have two, 
that’s when employers 
might think that’s kind of 
messed up.
 Student 3: I didn’t 
drink for a long time af-
ter I got it.

got one because I had a backpack 
on and I wouldn’t let him look inside 
it. Apparently, by looking at my eyes 
the cop could see I was drunk and 
could smell alcohol.
 Student 2: My friend drove us to 
a house party and we had to walk 
because it was a few blocks away 
from the car. We all got out and we 
started walking down the sidewalk 
and two cops on bicycles jumped 
out of nowhere and were shining 
their light on us and made us sit 
down on the sidewalk. They said 
they stopped us because a guy we 
were with, who was 21, had a beer 
in his hand. They went around the 
circle and made us all do Breatha-
lyzers. 
 Student 3: [Was with Student 2]

and prone to making mistakes so 
they told me to learn from the expe-
rience and stay out of trouble from 
then on.
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Elias Arshiya was born in Iran but is studying at Ferris through an exchange agreement with Rhine-Waal University in Germany.

Going global

New perspectives from a German exchange student

 
 Elias Arshiya (Sabaghi) is a long way from home, but 
he’s made himself a home here at Ferris.
 Arshiya is a German student who has come to Fer-
ris for a semester through the exchange program. He 
was born in Iran but moved to Germany with his parents 
when he was two. Arshiya studies at Rhine-Waal Univer-
sity of Applied Sciences, one of Ferris’ partner universi-
ties in Germany. 
 He is currently studying international business and 
social sciences and is graduating next year. He will be 
heading back to Germany at the end of the fall semes-
ter. 
 “I love my program; international business is the only 
thing I could imagine studying,” said Arshiya, who later 
plans on going to grad school and then going into some 
type of sales with his degree in international business.
 “I think Ferris is a very nice place,” he said. “It’s small, 
but it has its positive aspects. The people are very cool 
to each other and the American culture is very open. It’s 
a nice place to study.”
 Arshiya said there are some similarities between 
Germany and the U.S., since both countries are west-
ernized, but you really have to see the differences for 
yourself to truly take them in.   

 “That’s the reason you have to go abroad,” he said. 
“Some things you can’t explain, you have to experience 
it for yourself. [Studying abroad] improves yourself as 
a human being, who you are, what you see and think.” 
 The main difference between Rhine-Waal and Ferris, 
or really any German and U.S. universities are the ex-
ams, according to Arshiya. 
 “In Germany, it’s really performance-based,” he said. 
“We only write one exam for every subject, which is the 
final grade. I think both have their advantages and dis-
advantages.” 
 Arshiya has enjoyed his time here overall and it’s been 
extremely beneficial for him to study abroad. His advice 
for students (German and American) is to go abroad, 
because it’s such a valuable experience to have.
 “It’s not easy,” he said. “There are a lot of things you 
have to manage, but by doing all this, you learn how to 
better manage yourself. It’s something you learn that’s 
not learned from books. You have to get a visa, you have 
to get an apartment in a different country and you get 
to know new people of different backgrounds and cul-
tures. I think if you know this, you have a huge advan-
tage over people who don’t go abroad.”
 Arshiya, however, is counting down the days until he 
can see his girlfriend and eat his favorite German fast 
food.

JEN CORRIE

Torch Reporter



N      MORE 
“WELL, SHE WAS DRUNK”

Domestic violence and 
sexual assault are never 
the victim’s fault. It’s time 
we all speak out to stop 
the violence. 
No more excuses. 
No more silence. 
No more violence.

www.nomore.org
Amy Poehler

© 2013 Joyful Heart Foundation. All rights reserved. All content and trademarks used under license (or with permission).
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One game at a time

SPORTS Marshall Scheldt
Sports Editor 

mscheldt99@gmail.com

“We’re just focusing on playing hard 
and not taking any opportunities to 

play for granted.”

Alexis Huntey
See below for story

 The Bulldog women’s volleyball team 
capped off a great 2015 regular season, but 
this end is just a new beginning as the GLIAC 
Tournament kicks off on Wednesday night.
 Ferris State volleyball brought their overall 
regular season record to an impressive 28-2 
with a .933 win percentage.  The Dawg’s 
regular season conference record ended 
at 17-1 with their final win coming against 
Saginaw Valley in an exciting 3-2 victory 
last weekend.  Their 17-1 conference re-
cord matches last year’s win total, while the 
Dawgs improved on their overall record from 
last year, winning four more total matches.
 Looking back and acknowledging the 
great season the Bulldogs produced is all 

well and good, but according to senior out-
side hitter Alexis Huntey, the focus is on 
the GLIAC Tournament and their next oppo-
nent.  Huntey said that the team’s success 
is helped by all the work that the ladies put 
in during the offseason. 
 “It’s definitely an exciting time of the 
year, but we’re just focusing on playing hard 
and not taking any opportunities to play for 
granted,” said Huntey.
 Huntey and the other Bulldog upperclass-
men are no strangers to victory when it 
comes to the GLIAC Tournament. The wom-
en brought home the GLIAC Tourney title last 
season after defeating Grand Valley State 
University in the championship game on GV-
SU’s court.
 Ferris is now focused on the Huskies of 
Michigan Tech, their opponents in the first 

round of the tournament. The Dawgs were 
able to lock in a home matchup for the first 
round, taking on a Huskie team that Ferris 
State swept 3-0 this season on the Huskie’s 
home court.
 Senior outside hitter Megan Vander Meer 
made it difficult for the Huskies to get the 
ball down, hauling in 16 digs for her team 
in the regular season matchup.  Huntey and 
Caroline Heitzman led the offensive charge 
in the Bulldog’s win, tallying up 11 kills 
apiece.
 According to assistant coach Christa 
Jung, these hardworking Bulldog women 
are focused on constant improvement in a 
conference that they know will always come 
ready to compete.
 “One primary thing that our team focuses 
on is getting better every day,” Jung said. “I 

think that when we reflect on past games, 
we are constantly evaluating the things on 
our side that we can get better at and im-
prove on.”
 Coach Jung said that the senior leader-
ship on the volleyball squad is a huge part of 
the Bulldog’s success, as they set an excel-
lent example for the younger players when it 
comes to work ethic and the values that the 
team holds.
 Jung said, “We aren’t finished yet, we are 
still improving, and will continue to do so.”
 Come out and cheer on the Lady Bulldogs 
tonight, Nov. 18 as they host the Huskies in 
Big Rapids at Ewigleben Sports Arena at 7 
p.m.

BEAU JENSEN

Torch Reporter

Photo by: Chris Martin | Photographer

The Ferris State volleyball team will begin play in the Great Lakes Intercollegiate Atheltic Conference on Wednesday, Nov. 18 at 7 p.m. against the Huskies of Michigan Tech. FSU is the No. 1 seed in the tourney.

Join us at the Torch!

WE ARE  
HIRING

Looking for:

Writers
Photographers

Come and visit us

and fill out an application!

or contact OUR EIC:

Keith Salowich

fsutorcheditor@gmail.com



IF YOU THINK YOU KNOW 
ABOUT GIVING, THINK AGAIN.

www.whatisphilanthropy.org

December 1 | 7:00 P.M. | Willliams Auditorium
Anyone with a disability who needs special accomodations to attend this event should contact (231) 591-3812 at least 72 hours in advance.

SPONSORED BY:
THE STUDENT FOUNDATION
UNIVERSITY ADVANCEMENT & MARKETING

What is Philanthropy?
AN EVENT INVITATION TO THE FERRIS CAMPUS AND BIG RAPIDS COMMUNITY
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 No. 1 Ferris State football has 
earned its second consecutive 
GLIAC championship and unde-
feated regular season.
 They capped the season off 
with a 38-7 victory that was really 
over after a 28-0 first quarter.
 Junior receiver Shakur Sand-
ers said, “A conference title isn’t 
enough. We expected that. We 
want to be champions. We want 
that ship.”
 Last year, the Bulldogs’ season 
ended with a playoff loss to divi-
sion rival Ohio Dominican Pan-
thers. Ferris State had beaten the 
Panthers in the regular season 
34-19 but lost in the playoffs 46-
33.
 Tony Annese is in his fourth 
season as the Ferris State head 
coach. He said, “We didn’t exe-
cute. We played a tough game 
but you have to execute in the 
fourth quarter. We just didn’t get 
it done.”
 Annese says Ferris lost that 
playoff game in the fourth quar-
ter. But the Bulldogs lost the 
fourth quarter of the season itself 
with complacency.
 Junior receiver Jamel Lock-
ett said, “I guess you could say 
we got complacent or lost a lit-
tle edge. It’s not like we weren’t 
practicing hard. Physically we 
were ready. I don’t think we were 

mentally.”
 Lockett says that the team 
mentality this year is different. 
“We’re putting together complete 
games at the end of the year. 
We’re not letting our foot off their 
throats.”
 This team has improved from 
last year in many facets of the 
game.
 On offense the Bulldogs have 
become more balanced. Last 
year they gained 322.2 rushing 
yards and 202.6 passing yards 
a game compared to 277.5 and 
256.6 this year. They average 10 
more overall offensive yards from 
last year and are ranked third na-
tionally in that category this year.
 Senior All-American quarter-
back Jason Vander Laan has de-
veloped into the best dual threat 
quarterback in the nation.
 Lockett said, “He’s someone 
we look up to not just in his play 
but how he carries himself.”
 Vander Laan has always been 
known as a running quarterback. 
He lead his team in rushing every 
year he played and broke the re-
cord for career quarterback rush-
ing yards, but the 2014 Harlon 
Hill Trophy winner is having the 
best passing year in his career. 
He averages 233.1 passing yards 
per game compared to his career 
average of 179.4.
 He is also a Harlon Hill con-
tender this year.
 The maturation of the Ferris 
receiving corp is a big reason 
behind Vander Laan’s success. 
Two seniors lead the team in re-
ceptions and yards in Jake Lamp-
man and Antonio Agurs. Lampan 
has 646 yards on 44 receptions 
and Agurs has 548 yards on 56 

receptions.
 Sanders began the year as a 
preseason All-American but ear-
ly season injuries set him back 
statistically. He has come around 
to form since then scoring all five 
of his touchdowns in the second 
half of the season. 
 Jamel Lockett leads Ferris re-
ceivers in yards per catch averag-
ing 15.9.
 On defense the Bulldogs are 
allowing two less points and 96.4 
less yards per game from last 
year. The biggest improvement 
has been in stopping the run. 
They allow 75.9  rush yards per 
game compared to 116.9 last 
year.
 Junior linebacker Anthony Dar-
kangelo said, “Everybody’s do-
ing what they got to do on every 
single play. Everyone is worrying 
about their eleventh of the field. 
We’re doing what we need to do 
this year.”
 On a defense that is first in the 
GLIAC, Darkangelo is third in tack-
les and second in sacks with 51 
and nine.
 Senior defensive end Justin 
Zimmer leads the team in tack-
les, sacks and tackles for loss. He 
has 71 tackles with 20.5 for loss 
and 9.5 sacks.
 Darkangelo said, “I look up to 
him because of the way he plays. 
That’s why I try to play my hardest 
every time I play. It’s nice to have 
someone like him to come in be-
fore me and show me how things 
are done.”
 Ferris State’s first playoff game 
will be against Texas A&M Com-
merce at noon on Saturday, Nov. 
21 at Top Taggart Field in Big Rap-
ids.

CODY BURKHARD

Torch Reporter

Sports Shorts
Men’s basketball wins season opener
 Ferris State men’s basketball won its season opener on the road against 
Missouri-St. Louis (MSL) 80-55 on Nov 14. The Bulldogs outscored MSL 41-
18 in the first half when senior center Jared Stolicker had 19 points. He had 
10 rebounds and 21 points on the night.
 The second half was more even, with Ferris barely outscoring MSL 39-37. 
MSL went five for seven from three range in the half to try to get back in it, 
but most of the damage was done in the first half.
 Ferris State played well but shot 29.4 percent from three range. Soph-
omore wing Noah King was the second leading scorer for Ferris with 15 
points and was the only one able to hit threes consistently. He went three 
for five from three point range and added another basket inside the arc.
 The Bulldogs will tip off next against Lewis (Ill.) on the road on Nov. 18.

Ferris Volleyball wins regular season GLIAC title
 No. 4 Ferris State volleyball claimed a GLIAC championship this weekend 
and will host the Michigan Tech Huskies in the in the quarterfinals of the 
GLIAC tournament. Ferris is the first seed and have a record of 28-2. The 
Bulldogs won the tournament last year.
 The last time these two teams met Ferris won three sets to none. Senior 
hitters Alexis Huntey and Caroline Heitzman both had 11 kills in the game 
to lead the Bulldogs. Leading the team in digs for Ferris was senior hitter 
Megan Vander Meer and freshman hitter Katie Placek with 16 and 15 digs 
respectively.
 Ferris State has won their last 22 matches at home and are undefeated 
there this year. The action will tip off at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,  Nov. 18.

Ferris hockey splits with Alaska-Anchorage
 Ferris State hockey continued to use their two-goalie rotation on the road 
this weekend against Alaska-Anchorage.
  Freshman Darren Smith started between the pipes on Friday, Nov. 13 
and earned a 3-2 overtime win with 21 saves. Junior Charles Williams got 
the start the next day in a 5-0 loss.
 Strength, conditioning and goal coach Dave Cencer says that the coach-
ing staff will make a decision on who gets the start game to game, but 
Darren Smith has had far more success than Williams. On the year, Smith 
has a record of 3-1-1 allowing 2.54 goals per game compared to Williams 
with 1-4-1 and 3.57 goals per game. 
 The 5-5-2 Bulldogs have yet to put together two consecutive wins. Ferris 
will look to end that streak against the University of Alaska this weekend at 
7:07 p.m. on Nov. 20 and 21 in Big Rapids.

CODY BURKHARD

Torch Reporter

UNDEFEATED from page 1

FSU football re-
mains unbeaten



 
 The Ferris State Bulldogs 
returned from a road trip last 
week in Anchorage, Alaska to 
take on the Alaska Nanooks 
this weekend in Big Rapids.
 The Bulldogs are sitting 
in third place in the Western 
Collegiate Hockey Association 
(WCHA) with a record of 4-3 
and eight points. 
 The Dawgs have been with-
out head coach Bob Daniels 
for family medical issues. 
Associate head coach Der-
ek Famulak and coach Mark 
Kaufman are taking the reins 
and leading this team until he 
is able to return.
  “The team has been deal-
ing with it well. We have 
Coach Daniels in our thoughts 
and prayers but we also have 
a lot of trust in our whole 
coaching staff and feel very 

comfortable getting the job 
done under Coach Famulak 
and Kaufman,” senior defen-
seman Zach Dorer said.
 Associate coach Famulak 
also appreciates the leader-
ship that this Bulldog team 
has with its upperclassmen 
in this critical time. “We have 
tremendous leadership from 
our upperclassmen and cap-
tain Kyle Schempp. Kyle is 
surrounded by strong assis-
tant captains in Sean O’ro-
urke, Simon Denis and Jared 
Van Wormer,” Coach Famulak 
said. 
  Senior defenseman Zach 
Dorer knows that the coach-
ing staff can get the job done 
while Coach Daniels is away. 
Alaska is 2-3 with five points 
in the WCHA but the Bulldogs 
know how important it is to 
stay focused and play the way 
they know how. “We will need 
to be solid defensively, and 
play within our systems. When 

we stick to our game plan we 
can play with anyone,” Dorer 
said. 
 Captain Kyle Schempp 
said, “We have to just play our 
game and not try and do too 
much.”  
 Associate head coach Fam-
ulak agreed when he said “To 
be successful special teams 
are critical. On our power-play 
and penalty-kill we need to be 
heavy in front of both nets and 
win the one v one battles.” 
 The Bulldogs will be playing 
Alaska at 7:07 p.m. in Ewigle-
ben Ice Arena on Friday, Nov. 
20 and Saturday, Nov. 21.
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Position player stats points

QB: Cam Newton, Caro-
lina Panthers

240 total yards, 
2 TD 22

TOTAL 84

RB: DeAngelo Williams, Pitts-
burgh Steelers

69 total yards 6

WR1: Jordan Mathews, Phila-
delphia Eagles

 21 yards receiving 2

WR2: Davante Adams, 
Green Bay Packers

10 catches, 79 yards 9

FLEX LeGarrette Blount, 
New England Patriots 77 total yards, 1 TD 13

D/ST: Kansas City Chiefs 13 PA, 5 INT, 5 sacks, 1 FF 21

K: Stephen Gostkowski, 
New England Patriots

2 FG, 3 XP 11

TOTAL 95

D/ST: FERRIS STATE 7 PA, 2 INT, 1 sack 10

QB:  226 total yards, 5 TD 35JASON VANDER LAAN

RB: 92 total yards, 1 TD, 1 FUM 13Jahaan Brown

WR1: 95 total yards, 1 TD 15Jamel lockett

WR2: 16 yards, 1 TD 7jake Lampman

FLEX  28 yards, 1 TD 8Shakur sanders

K:  FG, 1 FG missed, 5 XP 7NATE IVESON

The Ferris fantasy

Returning home

Marshall Scheldt
Sports Editor

 Once again, the high powered 
Ferris State football team outscored 
my plethora of NFL athletes, this 
week by a score of 95-84. My now 
3-7 record isn’t much to brag about, 
but it is better than the current 2-7 
record of the Detroit Lions, so I have 
that going for me.
 Vander Laan was a monster 
again last week against Walsh, 
compiling 35 fantasy points in just 
the first half of the game. He rushed 
for one touchdown but also got mul-
tiple players involved, throwing four 
touchdowns to four separate receiv-
ers.
 In the game, nine different Bull-
dogs had rushing carries, and nine 
different receivers tallied at least 
one reception. 
 The matchup wouldn’t have been 
so close if I didn’t take Kansas 
City’s defense against Peyton Man-
ning and the Broncos. I have to toot 
my own horn a little bit, consider-
ing last week I predicted Manning 
would throw three interceptions. 
He actually threw four before being 
replaced by backup Brock Osweiler.
 The Ferris defense was also very 
stout, only allowing seven points 
when they gave up a 43-yard touch-
down run in the third quarter. Al-
though they only had one sack, they 
made up for it with two intercep-
tions and allowed only 201 yards of 
total offense.
 This week, I will go head to head 
with the Bulldogs as they go head 
to head with the Texas A&M Com-
merce Lions at noon on Saturday, 

Nov. 21 at Top Taggart Field in Big 
Rapids.
 Here are my picks for this week:
 QB: Tony Romo, Dallas Cowboys: 
Romo is finally returning to the field 
for the Cowboys this Sunday against 
the Dolphins. The Cowboys were 0-7 
in his absence, and I expect him to 
come back and put up big numbers 
against the Fins.
 RB: Adrian Peterson, Minnesota 
Vikings: I don’t really know what’s 
wrong with the Packers defense 
lately, but I think Adrian Peterson 
will be running through them all 
game long come Sunday.
 WR1: Dez Bryant, Dallas Cow-
boys: With Romo coming back, look 
for him to throw to his favorite tar-
get on multiple occasions against 
Miami. Even if he doesn’t throw 
Dez the ball to start the game, we 
know Bryant will plead his case to 
get more targets as the game pro-
gresses.
 WR2: Danny Amendola, New En-
gland Patriots: With Julian Edelman 
out with an injury, Tom Brady will be 
looking Amendola’s way plenty of 
times against the Bills.
 FLEX: Greg Olsen, Carolina Pan-
thers: Cam Newton loves throwing 
the ball to Olsen, plain and simple. 
Targets equal catches which equals 
yards which equals points.
 D/ST: Philadelphia Eagles: The 
Eagles will be matched up against 
an anemic Buccaneers offense this 
week. I think famous Jameis Win-
ston is going to have an off-week 
against the Eags.
 K: Adam Vinatieri, Indianapolis 
Colts: Vinatieri is 42 years old, but 
the guy’s leg performs like its 22. 
He is arguably the greatest kicker in 
the history of football. He can make 
it from anywhere on the field.

Photo by: Katie Tobak  | Photographer

Sophomore forward Mitch Maloney and the FSU hockey team host the Alaska Nanooks in Big Rapids this weekend.

MARK HANSEN

Torch Reporter

FSU hockey to take on Alaska in Big Rapids
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 fsutorch.com | 231.591.2609

Call 616-875-7479 or 616-214-1613

2 Units Available
Move in over summer!

2 Units Available 
Move in over summer!

Lower Unit is 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath  
$280 per person plus utilities

Both very clean, in a quiet area and have a washer 
and dryer. Pets are welcome for an additional fee. 

Call 616-875-7479 or 616-214-1613

Upper Unit is 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath 
$320 per person plus utilities 

Located at 104 Division.

SILVERNAIL
REALTY

www.silvernailrealty.com(231) 796-632917810 205th Ave. Big Rapids

FOR RENT: 
Clean 1 to 6 Bedroom 
Apartments and Houses.
Deposit required. 
No Pets Allowed. 
CLOSE TO CAMPUS 
Some with FREE HEAT

Peak 
Properties

231-796-1200
peakpropertyrentalsonline.com

peakproperties@me.com

STUDENT RENTALS AVAILABLE
SUMMER 2014-FALL 2014 

DISCOUNTED SUMMER 2014 
LEASES STARTING @ $250

$100 OFF 
ROOMS AVAILABLE 

IN 1, 2, AND 3 
BEDROOM UNITS FOR  
SUMMER SEMESTER

INVENTORY BEGINNING AND ENDING        
CONDITION LIST. (Sample provided in Practical Guide for 
Tenants and Landlords)The landlord should supply the list. The 
landlord and tenant sign and receive a copy. This protects you 
from paying for the previous renter’s damages. This is required of 
certifi ed landlords in the city of Big Rapids.

ANY ARRANGEMENTS other than what is stated on the 
lease should be in writing and signed (alternative rent payments, 
utility payments, yard maintenance, etc.). Memories can be short 
so get it in writing!

ALWAYS get a receipt for your rent payments and know 
where they are. A cancelled check is a receipt. Cash in an enve-
lope or given to a roommate to pay is not!

DOCUMENT IN WRITING when reporting repair 
problems and send a copy along with fi ling a report to Neigh-
borhood Services if the repair is not completed in a reason-
able amount of time.

ARE ALL SMOKE DETECTORS WORKING?      
Remember this can be your fi ne and your life, not the      
landlord’s.

PAYING YOUR OWN UTILITIES? You can contact 
the service provider with the address & receive a history of 
the account.

DID YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND ALL OF 
YOUR LEASE?

Renter’s Checklist

Need A Will?

Want a  
Trust Prepared?  

Contract Reviewed?

Consumer,  
Drivers and Family 

Protection.

ptjones.legalshieldassociate.com

231-250-3460



 
 The Ferris State hockey team has 
been getting help all season long 
from team captain Kyle Schempp.
 Schempp, a junior forward from 
Saginaw, contributed again in a 
big way last weekend against Alas-
ka-Anchorage. In the first game of 
a two game series, the Bulldogs 
won in overtime on a game winning 
goal by Schempp. The goal was his 
fourth of the season.
 Schempp also tallied his seventh 
assist of the season on a Simon De-
nis goal during the second period of 
play. He has 11 points on the sea-

son, which is good enough for third 
overall on the team behind junior 
forward Gerald Mayhew and fresh-
man forward Corey Mackin.
 Schempp is also part of the Na-
tional Hockey League’s (NHL) New 
York Islanders organization as he 
was drafted in the sixth round, 
155th overall in the 2014 NHL entry 
draft. 
 Schempp will look to tack on 
some more points for the Bulldogs 
this weekend in a home matchup 
against the Alaska Nanooks.  The 
puck will drop at 7:07 p.m. on both 
Friday, Nov. 20 and Saturday, Nov. 
21 at Ewigleben Ice Arena in Big 
Rapids.

MARSHALL SCHELDT

Sports Editor
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Hitting the hardcourt
Photo by: Marshall Scheldt | Sports Editor

Senior guard Josh Fleming takes the ball to the basket against Michigan State’s Javon Bess in an exhibition earlier this season.

 

 The Ferris State men’s bas-
ketball team has their first home 
game of the season coming up 
this weekend.
 The Bulldogs played Missouri 
St. Louis and Quincy in Allendale 
last weekend where the Bulldogs 
won their first game against Mis-
souri St. Louis 80-55 and won 
against Quincy with a score of 91-
68 to start their season 2-0.
 The starting rotation is a lit-
tle different this year without 
All-American selection, Drew Leh-
man, who graduated this past 
May and is now playing overseas 

in Iceland. 
 Junior College transfer Peter 
Firlik will be looked at to help 
immediately as he will be in the 
main rotation to start the year. “I 
like being at Ferris so far. I love 
the team and the basketball pro-
gram,” Firlik said. 
 It’s always tough to get into the 
flow of things when you aren’t fa-
miliar with how things are running 
or how someone likes something 
done a certain way, but Firlik 
knows that is something the team 
just has to work on together.
 “We have a lot of talent so we 
really just have to get more chem-
istry and play hard,” Firlik said. 
 Senior guard Jibreel Jackson 
said,  “It feels good to be heading 

to my senior year. I’m excited to 
see what my senior year has in 
store for me.” 
 Head coach Andy Bronkema 
has talked very heavily in practice 
on how important it is for the Bull-
dogs to play within their limits.
 “Bronks has stressed staying 
in our system in practice,” said 
Jackson. “Instead of doing our 
own thing just stay in our system 
and it will prevail and the result 
is wins.”
 The Bulldogs will take on St. Jo-
seph’s (Ind.)  at 6 p.m. on Nov. 21 
in Wink Arena for their first home 
game of the season.

MARK HANSEN

Torch Reporter

 
 After a crushing loss to the Ash-
land Eagles in the GLIAC Tourna-
ment, the Bulldog soccer team 
had their 2015 NCAA Tournament 
hopes taken away.
 Ferris State needed to defeat 
the Eagles in order to partake in 
the NCAA Tournament, and the 
team just missed the mark.  Grand 
Valley State University is the lone 
GLIAC competitor to make it into 
the tournament.
 These women have accom-
plished a lot over the course of 
their 2015 season.  Bulldog soc-
cer set a school record this year 
for most wins in a season with 14 
while placing second in the league 
rankings, another school record.
 The accolades do not stop there, 
though, as the Bulldogs set the 
school record for most shutouts in 
a season with eight.  But according 
to senior defender Ashley Brad-
street, it takes more than just a 
few school records to make a team 
worthy of the respect that she feels 
the soccer program is striving for.
 “We talk about being proud of 
what we’ve accomplished, but not 
satisfied,” said Bradstreet. “We 
raised the bar this year and the 
program has received recognition 
which will hopefully lead to some 
recruiting power to continue to 
build the program.”
 Bradstreet is a 2015 All-GLIAC 
second team defender.  Fresh-
man defender Erica Bartlett was 
also awarded the GLIAC second 
team honor while senior forward 
Casey Shauman was an All-GLIAC 
honorable mention.  Head coach 

Andy McCaslin is looking forward 
to a new season where different 
personalities can come out and 
shape the team in absence of the 
eight graduating seniors who will 
be missed.
 “We’ve got a great group of kids 
in the program that work extremely 
hard, and it is an exciting time for 
the program going forward,” Mc-
Caslin said.
 The loss to Ashland that 
bumped the Dawgs from NCAA 
Tourney contention took place at 
Grand Valley’s facilities after two 
late goals in the last five minutes 
of the contest propelled the Eagles 
past the Dawgs.  McCaslin empha-
sized the effect his seniors had on 
the season.
 “The seniors did a tremendous 
job of leaving a legacy of what we 
want it to look like going forward 
with their leadership and work 
rate,” McCaslin said. “Going for-
ward, we’ll be better having had 
this group of seniors through that 
got it.  They understood what it 
meant to be a Ferris State soccer 
player and have definitely left their 
mark.”
 McCaslin was presented with 
GLIAC Coach of the Year honors 
for the outstanding season he was 
able to orchestrate.  Bulldog senior 
Maddie Haustein was awarded the 
GLIAC Goalkeeper of the Year for 
creating seven shutouts and win-
ning 13 regular season games.  
She made 144 saves in the net 
over the year.
 No matter the outcome, the Fer-
ris State women’s soccer team has 
put together a 2015 season worthy 
of praise as they look to come back 
with even more intensity next year.

BEAU JENSEN

Torch Reporter

Soccer season 
successes

Photo by: Katie Tobak | Photographer
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“Unfortunately not everyone can 
turn on their kitchen faucet and 

drink the water that flows.”
Sarah Monley
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Dawgs get the shaftChat with the chief
Editor in Chief, Keith Salowich 

 This weekend, the Bulldogs will 
be hosting a playoff game on Top 
Taggart Field for the second con-
secutive year after an undefeated 
regular season.
 While this is great news for Fer-
ris football fans and a testament 
to the incredible 2015 season 
thus far, it is also a slap in the 
face.
 Head Coach Tony Annese and 
the rest of the FSU football squad 
are deserving of a week off after 
another lossless season. Last 
year the Dawgs earned a first-
round bye week before hosting 
a game in the NCAA Div. 2 Play-
offs, and it seems glaringly obvi-
ous that they should have been 
awarded that same luxury again 
this season.
 The Bulldogs were named the 
No. 2 seed in their region. Joining 
the Dawgs in that same region are 

familiar GLIAC foes Ashland and 
Grand Valley State, who are seed-
ed at No. 3 and No. 6 respectively.
 The lone team ranked ahead of 
the Bulldogs is Midwestern State 
(Texas), who will benefit from a 
first-round bye. This decision is a 
blatant screw job by the brains be-
hind this bracket.
 According to D2football.com, 
Midwestern St. is ranked No. 11 in 
the nation, yet somehow claimed 
the top seed in a GLIAC-heavy re-
gion despite trailing in the same 
poll to Ferris State, Ashland, Colo-
rado State-Pueblo and Ferris’ first-
round opponent Texas A&M-Com-
merce.
 How did the Mustangs of Mid-
western St. earn such a presti-
gious seeding and a weeklong 
siesta despite being ranked be-
hind four of the teams in their own 
region? 

 Seemingly the only distinction 
between the teams was many of 
them—including Ferris State—only 
played 10 games this season, 
but Midwestern St. played a full 
schedule of 11. 
 However, the kicker is, the Mus-
tangs actually lost that lone addi-
tional game to Texas A&M-Com-
merce back in October.
 It seems that the Bulldogs bye 
week to start the season this year 
is coming back to bite them, as it 
would’ve presumably been a vic-
tory. McKendree (Illinois), who the 
Bulldogs dominated in a 75-14 
contest to start their undefeated 
2014 campaign, was also sched-
uled to play the Bulldogs in Big 
Rapids to start this season.
 Yet the Bearcats of McKendree 
opted out of a rematch in 2015, 
deciding that another potential 
walloping blemish so early in the 

year may be detrimental to the 
rest of their season.
 Perhaps had the Bulldogs 
played their season home-opener 
against McKendree as scheduled 
and won the game handily, they 
would’ve been listed as the top 
seed in the region and received 
a first-round bye week in the play-
offs to rest up for their next oppo-
nent.
 Of course, the past is un-
changeable, and Ferris must play 
with the hand that they were dealt 
which is admittedly not a bad 
hand to move forward with. They 
still get to host a team traveling 
from halfway across the country in 
the playoffs.
 The stage is set for the Bulldogs 
to make a run into the postsea-
son. 
 Now we as fans just need to 
show up to cheer them on.

Opinions
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 I recently got back from a class 
trip to Toronto, Canada for a confer-
ence and had an amazing time.  I’m 
a senior studying Graphic De-
sign and not only was it fun 
to get away for a few days, 
but I also got to hang out 
with some of my closest 
friends outside of the U.S. 
 Want to know what add-
ed to the fun? I barely used 
my iPhone.  I say barely be-
cause I still called and tex-
ted home to let loved ones 
know I wasn’t the next 
plot for a “Taken” movie. 
 I can’t begin 
to tell you how 
rewarding and 
nice it felt to not 
be constantly 
checking my 
phone. First 
off, my phone 
thanked me 
for not having 
to charge it ev-
ery five hours. 
The bus ride 
itself was 
about seven 
hours. To ev-
ery college stu-
dent’s delight 
the bus had 
Wi-Fi, but only in 
the United States, 
not in Canada. So 
once we crossed 
the border, we were 
cut off from the in-
ter-webs. Some peo-
ple were lucky enough 
to have data packages 
and some were not. This 
is when people started 
taking naps and pulling 
out books. Gasp! A few 
people pulled out a deck 
of cards and started 
playing Euchre. After 
playing a few games, 
everyone commented 
on how fun it was to 
be playing a game to-
gether and not alone 
on their phones. 
Not something you 
think of everyday.  
 I looked around and 

saw more people engaging in face 
to face conversation and seeming-
ly enjoying themselves. Over the 
course of the next few days, I no-
ticed this progress. Whenever we 
sat down to eat at a restaurant 
or go out, almost nobody had a 
phone in their hand. If they had a 
phone out, it was to take a group 

picture or use Maps 
to find our next loca-
tion. Our hostel had 
Wi-Fi, so everyone 
would wait to post 
until the evening.  
 There were 30 
students on the 
trip and I honestly 
felt that I was able 
to connect better 
with some of the 
students that I 
didn’t know so well 
because my phone 
wasn’t constantly 
glued to my face.  
We enjoyed each 
others company 
and laughed, 
shared stories 
and made some 
great memories.  
 I was able 
to pay atten-
tion a lot bet-
ter during the 

c o n f e r e n c e 
because I wasn’t 

getting distracted 
by a vibration in my 

pocket. Nor was I so 
worried about posting 

the perfect Facebook 
status about how fun my 

trip was. I knew it could wait.  
 So I urge all my fellow stu-

dents out there to try and forget 
the electronics more often. Turn 
off your electronics and go talk to 
people instead of messaging them. 
Try commenting on someone in per-
son instead of online, and I’m sure 
you will get a better response. Even 
though I didn’t totally quit technolo-
gy for the whole trip, it still made my 
time more worth while. If I can do it 
for four days, I’m sure you can, too. 
 So what are you waiting for? 
I dare you to try it for a day. Good 
luck! 

Shelby Soberalski
Production Assistant

Connect to life, not Wi-Fi

Graphic by:  Shelby Soberalski | Production Assistant



SUNDAY FUNDAY
5PM - Close

SUNDAY BRUNCH 9AM-2PM
Sunday Brunch $9.99 Per Person

$6 Spaghetti, $3 U Call Its, 
$4 Craft Pints

MONTE MONDAY
12 Noon - Close

$5 Monte Cristo’s With 1 Side, 
$3.50 Selected Mixed Drinks

$2 TUESDAY
6PM - Close

$2 U Call Its, $2 Sliders, $12 Beer Towers

BURGER & BEER THURSDAY
7PM - Close

$6 Burger And Beer. Comes With A Side Of Fries. 
$.50 Extra For Cheese. $2 Extra For Craft Beer

FRIDAY ALL U CAN EAT FISH
6PM - Close

Our Hand Battered Cod Or Perch Served With Your 
Choice Of Two Sides. All You Can Eat For $11.00

EVERY WEDNESDAY • 7PM - Close

Don’t miss out 
on the fun!

1/2 off Appetizers!

SPECIALS
Located inside the Holiday Inn

100 oz. 
BEER 

TOWERS!
www.sngbigrapids.com
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A lovely way to spend Thanksgiving

Illustration by: Mikala Piller | Cartoonist



RATES AS 
LOW AS $299

+ GET ONE MONTH FREE RENT*

SIGN A 2016-17 LEASE & ENTER 
TO WIN* A 40” SAMSUNG LED 

TV +XBOX ONE COMBO!
Apply online CampusCreekApartments.com 

or text/call for availability (231) 796-5680

* SELECTED UNITS / RESTRICTIONS APPLY, $225 ADMIN FEE REDUCED TO $50, DUE 60 DAYS AFTER SIGNING.
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 This past October, the NGO US-El 
Salvador Sister Cities visited FSU’s 
campus to discuss the serious is-
sues of water pollution, human 
rights and current trade policies 
that are affecting El Salvador. The 
importance of these discussions is 
massive because these issues not 
only affect El Salvador, but the hu-
man population as a whole. Water 
is one of human’s most basic needs 
for survival. Clean, accessible water 
allows communities to flourish and 
succeed. Unfortunately not every-
one can turn on their kitchen faucet 
and drink the water that flows from 
them as many of us in the U.S. can.  
 El Salvador has some of the most 
limited clean water sources in the 
world. A study completed by the 
United Nations Development Pro-

gram in 2010 found that El Salvador 
placed as the third highest country 
in Latin America to have unequal 
access to water. Another study took 
samples from 55 Salvadoran riv-
ers and the results indicated that 
90 percent of the samples were 
unsafe for human consumption, re-
gardless of the water being treated 
through boiling, chlorinating or fil-
tering, and some estimates are as 
high as 98 percent. This is a major 
problem, not only for El Salvador, 
but increasingly for the whole world.  
 The issue of water is closer to 
our backyard than some might 
think. Recently, in Colorado more 
than three million gallons of waste 
water from a closed gold mine was 
unintentionally released into the An-
imas River, which caused it to turn 

yellow while also releasing arsenic, 
asbestos and cyanide, among other 
harmful materials which produce 
airborne toxins. These toxic mate-
rials can cause health issues for 
many years to come according to 
toxicologists on site.
 Although this river in Colorado 
is now heavily polluted, the Unit-
ed States will continue to have 
water. But El Salvador would 
not be so lucky. El Salvador is 
now trying to prevent these acci-
dents from happening to the big-
gest watershed in their country. 

 International mining companies 
have seen the potential profit that 
has remained hidden underneath 
the mountains of El Salvador. The 
greed and power of these compa-
nies has impacted not only El Sal-
vador’s overall health, but financial 
security as well. One of the major 
mining companies, Oceana Gold 
(formerly “Pacific Rim”) has filed a 
lawsuit against El Salvador for over 
$300 million for their refusal to al-
low the mining of their minerals.
 El Salvador is coming to a cru-
cial crossroads in the beginning 
of November. Salvadorans will 
have the ability to have their voic-
es heard regarding the mining of 
gold in their country. A delegation 
of people from all over the world, 
including one of our own from 

Ferris State University, has been 
invited to provide solidarity and 
accompaniment to the Salvador-
an people during this pivotal time. 
 The international delegation will 
be heading to a former mining site 
as well as the proposed site that is 
in the center of the current lawsuit 
against El Salvador. The delega-
tion will also be providing electoral 
observation to verify if it is fair and 
free and to provide witness in any 
potential cases of injustice, fraud, 
intimidation or any other illegal tac-
tics in regard to the voting process 
to guarantee that the Salvadoran 
voices will be heard loud and clear.   
 For more information on El Salva-
dor’s fight for clean water or to find 
ways you can help, head to http://
www.elsalvadorsolidarity.org. 

Sarah Monley
Guest Writer

Photo courtesy of Amanda Gr

A delegation of El Salvadoreans stand together against mining efforts in the Arcatao community. Featured is a mural that reads: “Say no to mining, say yes to life.”


