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The Rawlinson Observatory recently re-opened in Science 400.

Devin Anderson 
Ferris State Torch

Th e College of Arts and Sciences 
hosted the grand re-opening 
of Ferris’ Rawlinson Obser-
vatory with a presentation by 
David DeBruyn, former direc-
tor of the Chaff ee Planetarium.
 Students and community 
gathered for DeBruyn’s presen-

tation, “Visual Astronomy: In-
spiration for a Frantic World.” 
He spoke about using telescopes 
to view the universe, observa-
tories in Michigan and the im-
portance of scientifi c curiosity. 
 DeBruyn also advised stu-
dents to use their technol-
ogy sparingly and to enrich 
themselves by “looking up 
instead of looking down.” 

 Th e Rawlinson Observatory 
had been out of commision for 
nearly 5 years due to problems 
with its rotating dome. Rick 
Kurtz, Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences, allocated 
funding to begin repairs. Tom 
Melsheimer, an observatory 
builder from Ohio with decades 
of experience, was hired to repair 
the dome in 3 phases over a year.

 “Upon arrival, we could see 
daylight through the seams of 
the dome,” Melsheimer said. 
“Birds had made nests and 
left  messes.” Melsheimer esti-
mates that he spent over 500 
hours on the observatory.
 Melsheimer has more work 
planned involving installation of 
cameras and computer soft ware 
to modernize the observatory.

Rawlinson Observatory
ASC funds repairs and grand re-opening

See Observatory on Page 2
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 Following DeBruyn’s 40 
minute presentation, groups 
were brought up to the obser-
vatory for a demonstration by 
astronomy professor Th omas 
Brennan. Unfortunately, the 
weather prevented the group 
from viewing any stars, but 
Brennan marked his excitement 
about getting to know the ob-
servatory’s Unitron telescope.
 “You really learn so much 
more about astronomy when 
you actually see it with your 
own eyes,” Brennan said. “You 

can see a picture in a magazine 
or on the internet, but it doesn’t 
have the same intellectual im-
pact that it does when you see 
a planet through a telescope.”
 Brennan plans to use the ob-
servatory with his astronomy 
classes for experiential learning. 
Plans are also being made to have 
public viewing nights for stu-
dents and community members.
 Th e Rawlinson Observatory is 
located in the Science Building, 
room 400.

OBSERVATORY from Page 1

Academics explains 
importance of astronomy

Battle of the RSOs
NAACP hosts hat and scarf drive
Megan Smith
Ferris State Torch

 FSU’s chapter of the National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) 
is hosting a hat and scarf drive 
to help underprivileged peo-
ple in the Big Rapids area.
 All RSOs on campus were in-
vited to participate in the drive, 
which started on November 
17th and will end on Decem-
ber 5th. Th e group to collect the 
most cold-weather accessories 
will receive a prize of $100 for 
their RSO. “We wanted to chal-
lenge RSOs to donate to those 
in need,” said Chaunice Woo-
ten, vice president of NAACP 
troup 3787 and coordinator of 
the drive. “We wanted to have a 
fun competition between orga-
nizations and we wanted more 
collaboration on campus. We 
really want to emphasize that 
it’s clearly not about the money.”
 Th e group has been pleased 
with the amount of participa-
tion they have seen so far. Th ey 
were hoping to have around 10 
organizations involved before 
Th anksgiving. “Our Hat and 
Scarf is growing,” Breia Har-
ris, president, said just before 
fall break. “We hope to receive 
more donations aft er Th anksgiv-
ing break. Organizations such 
as Saudi RSO and Muslim RSO 
have donated over 40 items. 
Th ey have also donated coats 
for kids and we are delighted 
about that. We are happy to see 
that organizations want to help 
others stay warm this winter.”
 “We have really high expec-
tations,” said Wooten. “[We 
don’t have] a specifi c number, 
but we want enough to where 
there won’t be any kids without 
a hat or a scarf or gloves. We just 
want there to be enough to help 
out, even if it’s just a fraction.”
 Donations can be dropped off  

in the CLACS offi  ce on the sec-
ond fl oor of the Timme Center. 
Th e group has also had tables 
in the IRC and FLITE over the 
course of the drive. Th e last 
chance to visit one of the drop-
off  tables is tonight, December 
3rd, from 6 to 8 pm in FLITE. 
Th ough the competition is 
for RSOs, individual students 
are also welcome to donate.
 At the end of the drive, the 
NAACP plans to donate the 
items collected to St. Andrew’s 
Church and Our Brother’s 
Keeper, a local homeless shel-
ter. It was Wooten’s idea to col-
laborate with St. Andrew’s. “I 
am actually involved in another 
organization, DSAGA,” she said. 
“It’s the Diverse Sexuality and 
Gender Alliance here on cam-
pus, and they are involved a lot 
with St. Andrew’s Church, so [it] 
is really kind of close to home.”
 Th e hat and scarf drive was 
originally scheduled to take place 
from November 10th through 
the 21st, but complications arose 
when the group learned that 
there was more paperwork they 
needed before they could pro-
ceed. Wooten expressed disap-
pointment that they could not 
begin sooner, since winter hit Big 
Rapids early this year. However, 
the new dates are just in time for 
the Christmas season. “Th is proj-
ect just means so much for us,” 
she said. “We just want people 
to get into the ‘season of giving’ 
and helping out. It’s right before 
Christmas and Th anksgiving.”
 Charity and giving back to 
the community are extremely 
important values for both Har-
ris and Wooten, as well as for the 
NAACP as a whole. “Our organi-
zation is basically about diversity 
and giving back to the commu-
nity. We are starting to get a little 
more spread out on campus and 
we just want people to know who 
we are and what we do. Anything 
you see on the volunteer center 

page, we try to get into. We try 
to get involved in as many com-
munity things as we possibly 
can. I started volunteering when 
I was 13. At fi rst, of course, I was 
a 13-year-old and I was bored 
and, like, ‘Oh, God, why do I 
have to do this?’ But then I saw 
the smiles on people’s faces when 
I helped. I think it’s important 
to not worry about yourself for 
a little bit and think, ‘What can 
I do for someone else?’ It’s just 

being a decent human being.”
 “We are college students and 
we live on a budget,” said Har-
ris, “but there are people in the 
world that wish they could be 
in our shoes. In life, you have 
to remember that there are peo-
ple in the world who are living 
worse than you. Sometimes we 
overreact and become ungrate-
ful even though we are still in a 
stable position. It will never hurt 
to give back from time to time 

by donating and spending time 
to help those who are in need 
of assistance. Th e smallest thing 
can alter someone’s life, but this 
can only be discovered by get-
ting involved in community 
service and donating to a cause.”
 Students with questions about 
the hat and scarf drive are wel-
come to contact Wooten by call-
ing or texting (248) 254-2888 or 
by emailing her at wootenc1@
ferris.edu.

Graphic by Jordan Lodge

Graphic by Jordan Lodge
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CORRECTIONS

Were we mistaken? 
Let us know about it. 

Corrections can be submitted through email at 
torch@ferris.edu or by calling 231.591.5946

Ferris StateTORCH

Winter Weather
Season of icy roads and skipping class

Jennifer Corne
Ferris State Torch

 Whether you’re a fan of 
the snow or not, winter has 
seemed to come early this year. 
 For many campus com-
muters, this means ter-
rible driving conditions 
in thick snow and ice.
 “When the roads are bad, 
plan ahead and take your 
time,” said Capitan Jim Cook, 
Assistant Director of Ferris 
Department of Public Safety. 
“Drive slower.  Park your car 
and plan on leaving it there 
until your classes are done 
for the day – not drive back 
and forth to your residence 
between classes.  Take the 
time to brush the snow and 
ice from your windows be-
fore driving.  Let your car 
warm up enough to clear the 
frost from the windshield 
and side windows and always 
look out for the other guy 
who may lose control of their 
vehicle so that you can avoid 
being in a crash yourself.”
 Cook also said that when 
walking as a pedestrian, 
make sure to pay atten-
tion to your surroundings 
and keep a look out for ve-
hicles passing near you that 
may slide and lose control, 
so you can avoid being hit. 
 Another issue students 
face during the winter sea-
son is skipping class, whether 
it’s because driving condi-
tions are too bad, or be-
cause it’s -10 degrees out 
and you’d rather stay in bed.
 “If Ferris is open, I will 
have class, because I just hap-
pen to live very close,” said Dr. 
Melissa Smith, professor of 
literature. “I tell my students, 

if you live off  campus and you 
feel like you can’t make it in 
to class, use your best judg-
ment and email me. I’m trust-
ing you to be honest about it, 
but I think the majority of 
students are going to be hon-
est about whether they really 
can or can’t come to campus.”
 “Don’t wait for bad weath-
er to talk to your teachers 
about what their policies are,” 
said Smith, on winter weath-
er advice for students. “Give 
yourself a lot of time. If you 
live far away, don’t take 8 a.m. 
classes, because the roads 
aren’t going to be plowed at 
seven in the morning. So if 
you know you’re going to be 
commuting, take the ten or 
eleven classes.  Make the best 
decision for yourself. Even if 
you are marked absent or you 
miss a couple points, that’s 
still better than getting hurt.”
 According to studentschol-
arshipsearch.com, the av-
erage student will skip 104 
classes in their entire time 
at college. Th at’s “$2,400.32 
in skipped hour-long class-
es for public institutions.” 
 “Missing one class, or two 
classes over the course of the 
semester- I think you can 
work around that. But be-
cause I teach literature and 
writing, so much of what we 
learn in those classes is based 
on discussion. So when you 
miss class, you’re not just 
missing out on the discus-
sion, but even more impor-
tantly, your classmates are 
missing out on what you con-
tribute,” said Smith. “Don’t 
miss class for silly reasons, so 
that if you do miss class for 
bad weather, it’s only one or 
two times.” 

Ben Rettinhouse
News Editor

Nov 16 at 2:05 am, offi  cers locat-
ed a car crash in the east row of 
Lot 4.  Vehicles were going to fast 
for conditions and slide off  the 
side of the parking lot.  

Nov. 16 at 7:10 pm, report of 
a one car accident on Campus 
Drive near Lot 27.  Vehicle was 
driving too fast and ran off  the 
road.  Driver was ticketed for 
driving at excessive speeds.

Nov. 15 at 11:02 pm, report of a 
person in Westside Café entering 
without paying.,  Two subjects 
were removed from the facility 
and were referred to the offi  ce of 
student conduct.

Nov. 15 at 12:55 am, report of 
two intoxicated subjects in Ward 
hall.  Hall staff  were interacting 
with subjects prior to offi  cer ar-
rival.  Both subjects were given 
MIP’s.

Nov.  16 at 8:44 pm, offi  cers 
stopped a vehicle for driving 
without headlights on Warren 
Ave. near Spruce. Driver was 
ticketed for having a suspended 
driver’s license.

Nov. 15 at 12:25 am, offi  cers 
stopped a vehicle for driving 
without headlights near Michi-
gan Ave.  Driver was found to 
be intoxicated and lodged in the 
county jail for driving under the 
infl uence.

Nov. 19 at 11:30 pm, report of a 
car radio stolen from an auto-
mobile.  Offi  cers say larceny oc-
curred sometime between Nov. 
16 and 19.  Vehicle was parked in 
Lot 20.

Nov. 18 at 11 pm, offi  cers were 
called to Merrill Hall regarding 
damage done to a door in the 
building.  Unknown subject had 
smeared food on the door.  Sev-
eral subjects were spoken with 
and the matter was referred to 
hall staff .

Nov. 17 at 5 pm,  student walked 
into the offi  ce complaining that 
his credit card has been fraudu-
lently used by somebody.  Offi  -
cers investigated the complaint 
and arrested one student for 
credit card fraud.  Subject was 
lodged in the county jail.

Nov. 19th at 1 am, offi  cers en-
countered subjects with marijua-
na in Merrill Hall. Subjects were 
referred to the offi  ce of student 
conduct.

Nov. 17 at 9:45 pm, offi  cers re-
ceived a complaint of harass-
ment. Victim reported being 
threatened in Lot 17 earlier that 
evening over an argument re-
garding a parking space. 

Nov.  16 at 5 pm, offi  cers assist-
ed Sherriff ’s department with a 
two-car collision that occurred 
on Southland Dr. just south of 
Big Rapids.  

Nov. 17 at 9:30 pm, offi  cers re-
ceived information of a hit-and-
run accident in Lot 5, offi  cers 
were unable to locate the vehicle 
that fl ed the scene.  Incident 
was reported by a witness who 
was unable to report the license 
number.

TORCH

ON THE
RECORD

Smeared food on Merrill Hall door 
A round-up of this week’s crime across the FSU campus

Photo By:I Irma Collins | Photographer

Winter came a little early this year, dumping nearly a foot of snow prior to Thanks-

giving break.

Visit At 

www.fsutorch.com

bigrapidsonlineauction.com
327 South 3rd Ave  

 Big Rapids

BIG RAPIDS

 Bring unwanted items in  
and sell for cash

 Furnish your apartment or dorm
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Megan E Smith
Ferris State Torch

 Student Government has kept 
busy throughout the semester 
by hosting and participating in 
a variety of events on campus.
 “Th e Ferris State Student 
Government Association is the 
central entity for all Ferris State 
students, organizations and aca-
demic colleges,” said Andrew 
Kalinowski, president of the 
organization. “Th e mission of 
Student Government is to rep-
resent FSU student interest in 
campus life as well as maintain 
open channels of communi-
cation between student, fac-
ulty, staff , administration, and 
the Big Rapids community.”
 Some of the activities the 
group has taken part in range 
from the State of the Univer-
sity event in October, a Town 
Hall Debate and a Holiday Food 
Drive for Project Starburst in 
collaboration with the Ameri-

can Marketing Association. Th e 
food drive is currently going on 
and will end on December 5.
 “My favorite activity this se-
mester has been the State of the 
University,” said Kalinowski. 
“Th is was my favorite event 
this fall because it increases 
transparency and the relation-
ship between the student body 
and the administration. Presi-
dent Eisler, VP of Student Af-
fairs Dr. Ward-Roof and myself 
provided an update and hosted 
a panel of discussion where 
students [could] ask ques-
tions and provide their input.”
 Another of Kalinowski’s favor-
ite events is Pancakes with the 
President, which is coming up on 
December 8 from 10 to 12 pm. 
Th ere is no admission charge. 
“Ferris State University students 
are invited to take a break from 
studying and fuel up for fi nal ex-
ams by enjoying pancakes with 
the President,” he said. “Presi-
dent David Eisler will be joined 

by faculty and staff  members 
who will serve students break-
fast. Th is event will be held at the 
Rock and will welcome all Ferris 
Students. Th e last event had a 
record breaking attendance with 
over 1,000 students last spring.”
 Students can also look for-
ward to many exciting events in 
the spring semester, including 
the fi rst ever Leadership Dinner. 
Student Government is inviting 
two representatives from every 
RSO on campus to the dinner, 
where they will be addressed by 
many of the top administrators 
on campus, including President 
Eisler and several of the Vice 
Presidents and Deans. “Th e 
thesis behind having the event,” 
said Kalinowski, “is to promote 
networking between the admin-
istration and the student body, 
as well as create opportunity for 
students to learn about other 
organizations and host better 
events. Haley Lomba, Director 
of Operations, will be coordi-
nating this innovative event.”
 Th e most well-known Student 
Government event hosted in the 
spring is the annual BIG Event, 
which will take place on April 
18th. Th e organization expects 
to serve over 250 homes this 
year with over 1500 volunteers.
 Th is is Kalinowski’s second 
school year as president of the 
Student Government. “Being 
Ferris State Student Government 

President has been one of the 
best experiences of my life,” he 
said. “I care so much about this 
great university and the students 
who attend. I am so happy that 
I was elected into offi  ce for an-
other term. Th is school has done 
so much for me and I want to 
give back to Ferris State and the 
Student Body.  I have learned so 
much this past term as Student 
Government President. We have 
seen the importance of transpar-
ency,  representation, collabora-
tion, and student leadership.” 
Kalinowski also wishes to ex-
press his appreciation and rec-
ognize the Student Government 
Executive Board and Advisors.
 “Any student can join student 
government,” said Kalinowski. 
“A student can either be a Repre-
sentative of their Registered Stu-
dent Organization or a Senator 
of their Academic College. Stu-
dents benefi t by enhancing their 
resume; meeting new friends; 
networking with students, Ferris 
State Administration, employers, 
and the community; and by gain-
ing exceptional experience in 
speaking, diversity, event plan-
ning, leading, managing, fi nance 
and more.   Registered Student 
Organizations benefi t by having 
control over student funding; 
having networking and collabo-
ration opportunities with other 
Registered Student Organiza-
tions, Ferris State Departments, 

Big Rapids Community and 
other resources and by obtaining 
experience through their repre-
sentative that they can transfer to 
enhance their organization.  Stu-
dent Government is a great place 
to implement change, benefi t 
yourself and to maximize an or-
ganization. It is a great opportu-
nity to be a part of this great orga-
nization of your fellow students.”
 Any student interested in join-
ing Student Government is in-
vited to attend meetings, which 
take place every Monday in 
room 202 of the Student Center 
at 6 pm.

Photo courtesy of FSU Photo Services

Being a part of Ferris Student Government gives students a lot of opportunities to blossom.

EBOARD
MEMBERS 

A look at Student Government’s busy semester

Student Government

WAYNE VERSANO- VP 

CARMEN PLANK- Director of Finance 

CHAUNTEL WOOTEN- Director of 
Internal Assessment 

CORY SALADIN- Director of PR 

DYLAN CARPENTER- Parliamentarian 

HALEY LOMBA- Director of Operations 

BENJAMIN BRACKETT-Treasurer 

For Rent
2 unfurnished apts.  

available in Big Rapids. 
2 bedroom, 1 bath, 

NO PETS. Deposit Required. 
1 apt. available immediately, 

1 available in January. 
Call 231-796-3483  
for more information.

4 Bedroom Home  
in Big Rapids with 
Dishwasher &  

Laundry facilities. 
Available June 1, 2015. 

Call John or Nancy at 
231-796-2361

FOR RENT
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 More than 30 Ferris students 
held a peaceful rally in Ferris’ 
north quad aft er a grand jury de-
cided not to indict a police offi  -
cer who killed unarmed teenager 
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo.
 Minutes aft er the grand jury’s 
decision was announced, mem-
bers of the Ferris Black Student 
Union and NAACP worked to 
quickly organize the event for 
the following morning through 
social media. Th ey planned 
the rally for 11 am on Nov.  25.
 Ferris television and digi-
tal media production senior 
and President of the Black Stu-
dent Union Anthony Brock 
of Detroit said, “I organized a 
peaceful rally to get students 
of all races to come get in-
formed of the issues and voice 
their opinions on the matter.”
 Students gathered at 11 a.m. 
for a long moment of silence 
and then read aloud a letter 
written to Ferris State Univer-
sity President David Eisler that 
“spelled out the frustrations 
of the black population here 
at Ferris,” according to Brock.
 Peaceful gatherings were 
held across the country and 
on college campuses includ-
ing CMU, Michigan State and 
Grand Valley. Brock stressed 
that eff orts on social media 
are not enough and that a pub-
lic display is more eff ective.
 “It’s very important to do some-
thing on campus because we face 
the same iniquities here at FSU,” 
Brock said. “What’s lacking from 
this entire situation is compas-
sion for all parties involved. Th e 
underlying tension is hateful.”
 Breia Harris, President of Fer-
ris’ NAACP chapter, said that a di-
visive issue like Ferguson should 
bring students together and not 
pit them against each other. 
 “We have diversity at Ferris 
statistically, but not realistically,” 
Harris said. “College is supposed 
to be a learning experience and 
one part of that is learning who 
is sitting next to you in class.”

 Harris and Brock spoke of ra-
cial slurs posted to the anonymous 
social media platform Yik Yak 
aft er the Ferguson news broke.
 “It’s scary, because I really 
go to school with students who 
feel this way. Th en the worst 
thing is it’s anonymous so I 
could be sitting next to the per-
son that wrote it,” Harris said.
 Brock said that the posts to 
Yik Yak were “foul and very eye-
opening. It’s impossible for us to 
overcome the stereotypes placed 
on us if those who judge don’t 

give us 
a fair 
c h a n c e 
or clean 
s l a t e . ” 
 One as-
pect of the 
Ferguson 
o u t c o m e 
is push 
for police 
o f f i c e r s 
to wear 
body cam-

eras while on duty. As the 
media and the internet con-
tinue debating the grand jury’s 
decision, body camera legisla-
tion is being draft ed in sev-
eral states, including Michigan.
 A statement released by Mi-
chael Brown’s family includes a 
call to action: “Join us in our cam-
paigns to ensure that every police 
offi  cer working the streets in this 
country wears a body camera.”
 Ferris criminal justice ju-
nior John Hill of Owos-
so is open to the idea.
 “If offi  cers were to wear cam-
eras on their vests, it would help 
with the he-said/she-said cases,” 
Hill said. “I would be comfort-
able with wearing a camera, 
because I would have noth-
ing to hide. People may call it 
a privacy infringement, but I 
call it a necessary tool to pro-
tect both police and civilians.”
 Th e Brown family’s statement 
continued: “We respectfully ask 
that you please keep your pro-
tests peaceful. Answering vio-
lence with violence is not the ap-
propriate reaction.”

Photo courtesy of facebook.com/handsupdontshot

Several Colleges across the country stood with Ferguson in a protest called, “Hands Up Dont Shoot.”

FSU students stand for Ferguson
Students peacefully rally held after grand jury’s decision

READ
INTO IT 

Anthony Brock
Television and Digital 
Media Production
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 I remember just lying there, sobbing and 
not sure what to do. It was like this radiat-

ing pain I just couldn’t shake off. 
Logan Bixman

Ferris State University
See page 8 for story

Photo By: Shelby Soberalski | Photo Editor

Holiday spirit is popping up all around campus, including this Christmas tree that was put up in the Student Rec Center.

Students discuss their different holiday traditions

Kailey Klingel
Ferris State Torch

 Students can rejoice knowing 
that about a week from now 
begins a whole month of holidays, 
family time, and winter activities.
 That’s right, we survived first 
semester and are now about to 
be rewarded with what is truly 
the most wonderful time of the 
year: winter break. 
 Nursing junior Amanda 
Mathy is ready to break out 
her Christmas sweater and 
get into the holiday spirit. 
 “I’m looking forward to my 
annual ugly Christmas sweater 
party with friends and family 

because I get to see all my close 
family and friends I haven’t seen 
in almost a year,” Mathy said. 
 Mathy isn’t filling her vaca-
tion with Netflix and naps, but is 
instead focusing on how she can 
give back this holiday season. She 
is volunteering at a preschool for 
her nursing program and said 
she is excited to teach nursing 
skills to three and four year olds.
 The thought of being reunited 
with loved ones is also a moti-
vator to get students through 
mass amounts of studying 
and exams in the near future.
 “I get excited to see my pets 
because we don’t have any pets 
up here,” Social Work sopho-
more Devin Hodgson said. 

“I also like to spend time 
with my mom; we’re actu-
ally going to Cancun for the 
first week of Christmas break.”
 Pre-Veterinary Medicine 
senior Julie Cohen is Jewish, 
and therefore doesn’t partici-
pate in Christmas. Her winter 
break is a little different than 
most, but no less enjoyable. 
 “I kind of abandon my reli-
gion while I’m up here because 
there are no resources for Jews 
and the closest synagogue or 
Jewish population is in Grand 
Rapids,” Cohen said. “So 
I’m really excited to go home 
and do Hanukkah things.”
 Those who don’t know 
otherwise may assume that 

Hanukkah is somewhat of the 
Jewish version of Christmas, 
but there is much more to it.  
 “Hanukkah isn’t even really 
a major holiday except for in 
America because it’s associated 
with Christmas,” Cohen said. “So 

in Israel 
it’s a small 
h o l i d a y, 
but it does 
have a big 
meaning, 
which is 
to cel-
ebrate the 
m i r a c l e s 
that hap-
pened at 
that time.”

 For eight days, Cohen and 
her family honor the rededi-
cation of the Holy Temple in 
Jerusalem during the in the 
Maccabean Revolt that took 
place in second century B.C. 
 “The way we celebrate 
Hanukkah is by having our 
own menorah,” said Cohen. 
“We light a candle for each 
day and after the eighth day 
we give presents, which is just 
more of an American thing to 
do to make up for Christmas.”
 Even though her holiday 
season doesn’t look like most 
students’, Cohen is still looking 
forward to what everyone loves 
about the holidays: good times, 
good food, and good people.

Julie Cohen
Senior, pre veternary med



LIFESTYLES                                 7
FERRIS STATE TORCH         December 3, 2014

Photo By: Shelby Soberalski | Photo Editor

Emily Evans a sophomore in pre-med and Ally Christman a sophomore in pre-dental, study for 

an anatomy exam in FLITE.

Students deal with fi nals week
Kelsey George
Ferris State Torch

 Finals week: The two words 
capable of sending chills down 
the spine of any college student. 
 Final exams signify two things. 
First, it means staying up until 3 
a.m. running on nothing but caf-

feine and 
the fear of 
all of the 
work from 
the past 3 
m o n t h s 
a m o u nt -
ing to 
n ot h i n g . 
Secondly 
and most 
i m p o r -
t a n t -

ly, it means we made it 
through the seemingly end-
less semester and have now 
earned a month of relaxation.
 While the juniors and seniors 
are clearly the seasoned profes-
sionals at test-taking, students 
from all grades are voicing their 
thoughts, worries, tips, and tricks 

for the upcoming week of hell.
 “I have three finals this semes-
ter, and I’m not really nervous for 
any of them,” Resort Management 
freshman Joe Houle said. “I’m 
expecting them to go pretty well. 
I’m prepared, and as long as 
there are no surprises, all of the 
studying I’ve done will pay off.” 
 If you’re debating what study 
tools you should take advantage 
of, some students utilize the note 
card strategy. Memorizing 200 
definitions seems like a daunting 
task, but going over a few of them 
each day up until your exam 
will be extremely beneficial.

 “ T h e 
f i n a l s 
I’m most 
n e r v o u s 
for are 
b i o l o g y 
and psy-
chology,” 
Marketing 
freshman 
B r o o k e 
C o m b s 
s a i d .  

“Psych is hard to study for 
because it’s all about thinking 

See Finals on Page 8

“When your ten minute 

study break accidently 

lasts all year.”

-Rock Cafe 

Overheard 
at Ferris

Grand Finale

Brooke Combs
Freshman, marketing

Joe Houle
Freshman, resort managment

 In Grindr logic, there are 
two types of gay men: “strict 
tops” and those who are ver-
satile.  Yes kids, we’re talk-
ing about gay sex today.
 The breakdown is this: if 
you’re a top you’re the one 
doing the thrusting and if 
you’re a bottom you’re the 
one taking it. So why is it that 
among gay men nobody wants 
to identify as a bottom?  Likely 
because bottoming is perceived 
as “feminine” and I ain’t no 
girly-man, ya hear?  Or at 
least this is the thought pro-
cess behind most “strict tops.”
 I’ve had it said to me by 
many a self-identifying “top 
only” that topping is simply 
more manly and thus superior.  
But how can preferring one sex 
position to the other be more 
or less masculine.  Instead of 
stating that being a top is man-
lier, “strict tops” should just 
say what they really mean: 
not more manly but less gay. 
 Even in they gay commu-
nity, it seems, being “too gay” 

is taboo, which is why on every 
Grindr profile you’ll like see 
“masc man looking for same” 
or “no femmes plz.”  But why 
does this dichotomy even need 

to exist, it’s just enforcing a 
harmful and needless hierarchy 
where there doesn’t need to be. 
 Grindr, for those who 
don’t know, is basically 
Tinder but excusive to gay 
men.  Same purpose with 
usually the same results.
 The debate between wheth-
er or not it is better to be 

masculine is asinine; “mascu-
line” is a social construction 
that we all choose to abide by, 
it is not a genetic predisposi-
tion.  Just by having a penis 
every man is equally as mas-
culine.  Marginalizing effem-
inate gay men as something 
to be ashamed of just adds 
more oppression to a culture 
of people who are already mar-
ginalized enough.  Don’t dis-
criminate, guys, the govern-
ment already does that for us.  
 And finally, there’s the mis-
conception among even gay 
men that it hurts to be on bot-
tom.  I’ll say nothing other than: 
if you do it right, it shouldn’t.  
Google is your friend.
 I say we stop the fighting 
right here and now: topping 
and bottom are equally as gay, 
and will be as long as on the 
end of your johnson is another 
dude.  Enjoy what you enjoy, 
because to those who are 
against two men getting it on, 
the distinction of being a top or 
bottom won’t matter.   

Modern love
Strict top, no femmes

Ben Rettinhouse
News Editor
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to exist, it’s just enforcing a

Fully EquippEd ExErcisE Facility
Tanning, Treadmills, Stationary Bikes, Aerobics, Free Weights, Locker Rooms, Dumbbells, 20 machines

Call 231-796-3239 • 310 N. Michigan, Big Rapids
OFFERING MONTHLY & SEMESTER MEMBERSHIPS

NEW THIS FALL: PROTEIN & JUICE BAR
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Dylan Peters
Ferris State Torch

 Despite some damage to her 
shoulder, Ferris pre-pharmacy 
junior Logan Bixman is living 
life in a normal fashion again.
 The significance of liv-
ing in relative norm for 
Bixman, is that in March 2013, 
that was seriously in doubt.
 Bixman, an honors stu-
dent rides horses and is the 
Co-President of the Hunt 
Team. The practice of horse-
back-riding has its dangers, 
and on one particular March 
day, Bixman experienced the 

full force of those dangers.
 “I was warming up.  I [went] 
over the first jump and it was so 
long, I barely got over the second 
one,” Bixman said. “I went to 
jump over the last one, and we 
went up and over. Then, the horse 
I was riding caught it with her 
legs and she went down. She went 
down so fast, it sent me flying.”
 Witnesses estimated that 
Bixman flew around 30-40 feet 
in the air and landed on her left 
shoulder and neck. 
 “I was instantly in so much 
pain,” Bixman said. “I wasn’t sure 
if it was all in my head or some-
thing. It wasn’t like any other pain 

I’ve felt before. I remember just 
lying there, sobbing and not sure 
what to do. It was like this radiat-
ing pain I just couldn’t shake off.”
 Bixman had her friends 
use her phone to call her par-
ents and an ambulance as she 
was unable to move her body.
 “I was picked up by the ambu-
lance and driven to the hospital,” 
Bixman said. “They were asking 
me ‘can you feel this,’ or ‘can you 
see this,’ and everything was fine 
except I could only feel things 
from the base of my neck up.”
X-rays revealed that Bixman had 
broken her spine in five places, 
broke nearly all of her ribs and 

cracked her sternum in half. As 
of today, she still has muscle 
damage in her left shoulder.
 “For three months, I had my 
mom, my sister and boyfriend 
at the time,” said Bixman. “They 
had to help me go to the bath-
room, feed me, bathe me and 
change me and stuff. It was a 
total eye opener to how much 
everyone takes for granted. If 
I wanted to change my pants 
because I was too warm, I 
had to call my mom to do it.”
 Bixman had to finish her 
freshman year at home in 
Fenton, roughly a two hour and 
40 minute drive away from Big 

Rapids.
 “It was exciting because I had 
gotten a 4.0 GPA that semester,” 
Bixman said. “I really didn’t have 
anything else to do.”
 Bixman is an honor’s student 
and recipient of the Outstanding 
Leader Award, Volunteer Award 
and Rising Star Award.
 “It’s a lot better now,” Bixman 
said. “I’ve ridden since then and 
stuff, but there’s still so much 
I’m afraid to do. You never think 
something’s going to happen to 
you, but it can.”

Getting Back in the Saddle 

X-ray’s of Logan’s spinal injuries. Her sternum was in half following the injury, and one of her 

vertebrae was crushed to 30 percent of its normal size.

Bixman still has to push through physical therapy, and will have to undergo more surgery as her recovery stretches into its second year.

Photos courtesy of Logan Bixman

Logan’s accident didn’t stop her from getting in the saddle even after the injury, despite the fact that she wakes up in pain most days.
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Artist of the week
The Last Bison

Genre: Folk Rock
Like: Mumford & Sons, 
Hey Marseilles, Fleet 
Foxes
   Dubbed “classical-
influenced southern folk 
rock” by National Public 
Radio, The Last Bison 
arrived on the indie music 
scene in 2010 when they 
performed on a Norfolk, 
Virginia radio station. 
 They originally called 
themselves simply “Bison,” 
but decided to lengthen 
the name in 2012 to avoid 
confusion with anoth-
er band called Bison.
 The Chesapeake, Virginia 
band is large, consist-
ing of 7 members, includ-
ing lead singer and gui-
tarist Ben Hardesty, his 
siblings Dan and Annah, 
and their friends Andrew 

Benfante, Teresa Totheroh, 
and Amos Houseworth.
 The band’s sound is a 
unique blend of Hardesty’s 
eclectic vocals—at times rug-
ged and gravelly, at others 
a smooth tenor—is accom-
panied by flowing melo-
dies and harmonies on a 
variety of acoustic instru-
ments, including guitar, 
banjo, bells, violin, and cello. 
 All of these qualities cre-
ate a distinctive sound the 
band describes as “moun-
tain-top chamber music.” 
Like Mumford and Sons, 
their lyrics often contain 
religious references without 
being classified as belonging 
to an overtly Christian genre.
 Their first full album, 
Inheritance, was released in 
March 2013 and their lat-
est album, VA, was just 
released this September. 

They also have a Christmas 
album entitled Sleigh Ride, 
which puts an original twist 
on traditional Christmas 
carols and is worth check-
ing out as well. All of their 
music is available on Spotify.
 The Last Bison is one of 
those rare bands I never get 
bored of. When a band has 
a distinct sound, no matter 
how likable, it’s easy for all 
of their songs to start run-
ning together in my mind. 
 That’s not the case with 
The Last Bison. For first-
time listeners, I recommend 
the light and rollicking tones 
of the song “Quill,” which 
reminds me of being at a cir-
cus or carnival, or the com-
plex “Switzerland,” which 
is incidentally the first Last 
Bison song I ever heard.

Photo courtesy of Itunes

An album cover of The Neighbourhood, provided by iTunes.

FINALS from Page 7

Students fi nd many different 
strategies in studying for fi nals 
outside the box, and biology has 
a lot of definitions to remember. 
I’m making a lot of note cards. 
I’m still nervous, but just ready 
for the next semester already.”
 As tempting as it may be, 
one student advises to avoid 
putting things off until the last 
second. You aren’t going to 
remember every bit of informa-
tion you tried to cram into your 
head the night before the test.
 “Don’t procrastinate, and 
even if the professor gives you 
a study guide it’s a good idea to 
make your own,” Professional 
Golf Management sophomore 
Jacob Connell said. “Studying 
in groups can also help, as well 
as listening to music as long as 
it doesn’t become distracting.” 
 Some kinesthetic-learn-
ing students focus on their 
physical readiness along with 
their mental preparations.
 “Eat good foods, and make 
sure you find time to exercise, 
even if it’s just 15 minutes of 
cardio,” Elementary Education 
junior Taylor Caslow said. “What 
I like to do is bring my notebook 
with me and go over the mate-

rial while I’m on the treadmill.” 
 It may seem like you should 
take advantage of every sec-
ond of study time, but tak-
ing breaks is also necessary. 
 “Don’t forget to leave time for 

just hang-
ing out,” 
C a s l o w 
said. “I 
f o u n d 
out the 
hard way 
that over-
s tudy i ng 
doesn’t do 
you any 
g o o d . ”
 L ast ly, 

one of the most important tips 
to remember is planning ahead. 
 “I start studying about two 
weeks in advance,” Pre-Law 
freshman and Honors student 
Chris Okoye said. “I do two 
hours of studying per class, but 
try to only study for two classes 
a day. When it comes to your 
studying environment, any quiet 
place will suffice.” 

Chris Okoye
Freshman, pre-law

Watch our online
reporting on Youtube 

FSUTORCH12 

Exam Week Schedule
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 fsutorch.com | 231.591.2609

Call 616-875-7479 or 616-214-1613

2 Units Available
Move in over summer!

2 Units Available 
Move in over summer!

Lower Unit is 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath  
$280 per person plus utilities

Both very clean, in a quiet area and have a washer 
and dryer. Pets are welcome for an additional fee. 

Call 616-875-7479 or 616-214-1613

Upper Unit is 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath 
$320 per person plus utilities 

Located at 104 Division.

SILVERNAIL
REALTY

www.silvernailrealty.com(231) 796-632917810 205th Ave. Big Rapids

FOR RENT: 
Clean 1 to 6 Bedroom 
Apartments and Houses.
Deposit required. 
No Pets Allowed. 
CLOSE TO CAMPUS 
Some with FREE HEAT

Peak 
Properties

231-796-1200
peakpropertyrentalsonline.com

peakproperties@me.com

STUDENT RENTALS AVAILABLE
SUMMER 2014-FALL 2014 

DISCOUNTED SUMMER 2014 
LEASES STARTING @ $250

Utilities Included • Pet Friendly
WALKING DISTANCE TO CAMPUS • High Quality Units

FREE Wi-Fi • Affordable! • Clean

$100 OFF DEPOSIT*
*must present ad at signing

ROOMS AVAILABLE 
IN 1, 2, AND 3 

BEDROOM UNITS FOR  
SUMMER SEMESTER

INVENTORY BEGINNING AND ENDING        
CONDITION LIST. (Sample provided in Practical Guide for 

Tenants and Landlords)The landlord should supply the list. The 

landlord and tenant sign and receive a copy. This protects you 

from paying for the previous renter’s damages. This is required of 

certifi ed landlords in the city of Big Rapids.

ANY ARRANGEMENTS other than what is stated on the 

lease should be in writing and signed (alternative rent payments, 

utility payments, yard maintenance, etc.). Memories can be short 

so get it in writing!

ALWAYS get a receipt for your rent payments and know 

where they are. A cancelled check is a receipt. Cash in an enve-

lope or given to a roommate to pay is not!

DOCUMENT IN WRITING when reporting repair 

problems and send a copy along with fi ling a report to Neigh-

borhood Services if the repair is not completed in a reason-

able amount of time.

ARE ALL SMOKE DETECTORS WORKING?      
Remember this can be your fi ne and your life, not the      

landlord’s.

PAYING YOUR OWN UTILITIES? You can contact 

the service provider with the address & receive a history of 

the account.

DID YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND ALL OF 
YOUR LEASE?

Renter’s Checklist
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FOOTBALL

SPORTS
f e r r i s  s t a t e  t o r c h “

“

They knew where we were young and they did 
a good job of attacking those guys.

Tony Annese
Head Coach, Ferris State Football

See below for story

Photo By: Michael A. Corn | Photographer

Head coach Tony Annese and junior quarterback Jason Vander Laan share a moment towards the end of the 46-33 loss to Ohio Dominican.

Justin Aiken
Ferris State Torch

 Th e 2014 Ferris State football 
team saw their season come to 
an abrupt ending on Saturday 
aft ernoon aft er being upset by 
the Panthers of Ohio Dominican 
in the second round of the 
NCAA Division II Playoff s.
 “I’m just so proud of my 
team, they fought so hard. It’s 
a tough battle man, 11-0,” said 
Bulldog’s head coach Tony 
Annese. “Th ere’s certain things 
that happen in the game of foot-
ball. Maintaining a level of excel-
lence for 12 games is hard to do.”
 Th e Panthers upset the 
Bulldogs by a score of 46-33 in 
Big Rapids, in a game where 

there was no shortage of 
off ense. ODU racked up 548 
yards of total off ense, with 462 
of those yards coming through 
the air, all behind the arm of 
senior quarter Mark Miller. 
Miller was effi  cient in his pass-
ing, going 34-for-46 and add-
ing four touchdown tosses.
 Th e Bulldogs posted 428 yards 
of total off ense, but fi ve turnovers 
on off ense eventually led to their 
defeat. Junior quarterback Jason 
Vander Laan did what he does 
best, running for 156 yards on 
26 carries, while adding a score. 
He also had 241 yards through 
the air with three touchdowns, 
along with three interceptions.
  “Th ey did a good job of 
attacking our youth,” said 

Annese. “Th ey knew where we 
were young and they did a good 
job of attacking those guys. I 
think their defensive front is 
the most stout defensive front 
that we’ve played this year.”
 Th e loss on Saturday aft ernoon 
still sits heavy with the Bulldog’s, 
as this isn’t how the team saw 
their season coming to an end.
 “We weren’t ready for it to 
end this way. Coming off  the 
bye week, you’re real fresh and 
you’re thinking you have three 
or four more weeks in you,” said 
Vander Laan. “We knew ODU 
was a good team, but just hav-
ing all that time to prepare for 
them we thought we had a good 
game-plan. Th e seniors that we 
have right now, we’re going to 

miss them a ton. Losing those 
guys, it’s going to really hurt. 
Th is all really hurts. We haven’t 
lost at all this year, so I don’t 
really know what it feels like 
until now. Nobody was expect-
ing this on our entire team.”
 A subdued Annese, with 
a hoarse voice, expressed 
thankfulness despite the loss.
 “You don’t feel as bad for the 
loss as much as you feel bad that 
you aren’t going to be with this 
great group of guys,” said Annese. 
“It’s been a fabulous year. I’ve got 
probably eight or nine guys that 
played for me at GRCC. I’ve got 
guys that have played for me for 
a long time. I’ve got a bunch of 
seniors that have fought so hard. 
It’s been such a blessing to have 

See Football on Page 3

Harrison Watt
Editor-in-Chief

 Since the dawn of my 
being, I’ve watched the 
Detroit Lions tear them-
selves apart in some of the 
most hilarious ways possible.
 Th e Lions found 
ways to lose.
 Th e Ferris football team 
this season found ways to win.
 Going into their home 
playoff  game (a 46-33 loss) 
against Ohio Dominican, 
there was little thought that 
Ferris would fi nd a way to lose.
 Th ere was a bevy of 
experience on this 2014 
football team, but there 
was also an infl ux of youth 
that the Ohio Dominican 
Panthers sought to expose.
 Th e Bulldogs gave up 
462 passing yards through 
the air and four touch-
downs in this playoff  game.
 It wasn’t because of 
one man. Th e Bulldogs 
have plenty of talent, 
though young in spots, in 
the defensive secondary.
 Late in the fourth quar-
ter and down a score, the 
Bulldog defense had held 
off  the Panthers and forced 
a fourth down and 11 on 
the Ferris 43 yard line.
 When the Bulldogs had a 
chance to return the ball, they 
took a truly costly penalty.
 Th ough multiple Bulldogs 
were in on the play, soph-
omore defensive tackle 
Torrey Appel was called 
for roughing the kicker, 
which automatically gives 
the kicking team a new 
set of downs and 15 yards.
 Th e Panthers scored on the 
drive to salt the game away.
 Ferris hadn’t seen the 
NCAA playoff s in 18 seasons. 
At the time, Jason Vander 
Laan was four years old.
 It takes pain and pain-
ful experiences over a peri-
od of time to build a win-
ning tradition. Had this 
team won the NCAA title 
this season, it would have 
been borderline miraculous. 
Th ey had plenty of talent, 
but the experience of going 
through the fi re is necessary.
 Th ere are exceptions to 
that rule. Th e Lions oft en 
go through painful expe-
riences and don’t get any 
better (Or so it seems). 
 Th e fact that this Ferris 
team has improved it’s 
record in large increments 
over the last three years 
should be a sign that next 
year is not a rebuilding year.
 Th is team means business. 
Come and see it next August.

Dawg gone
Aftermath of NCAA Playoffs

Dawgs drop playoff game to GLIAC rival, end season with 11-1 record
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Keith Salowich
Ferris State Torch

Th e Ferris State hockey team is 
set to make its debut appearance 
in the Great Lakes Invitational 
holiday tournament in Joe Louis 
Arena on December 28 and 29.
 Th e annual tournament, 
which will celebrate its 50th 
year of existence this season, 
is hosted by three of the state’s 
powerhouse hockey programs in 
Michigan Tech, Michigan, and 
Michigan State. Th e Bulldogs 
will begin the weekend by clash-
ing with Michigan State, who 
they previously split a series 
with earlier in the season.
 “We’ve always wanted to be in 
this tournament. We’ve played in 
a lot of holiday tournaments over 
the years, but we really wanted to 
get into this one because it’s the 
oldest and probably one of the 
most prestigious in the country,” 
head coach Bob Daniels said.

 Having been played for fi ft y 
years, it comes as a bit of a shock 
that Ferris State has never found 
a spot in the tournament until 
now despite its prominence in the 
college hockey world. However, 
there was a clear barrier hold-
ing them out of competition, 
which has since been cleared.
 “Th e problem that we had 
is that we couldn’t get into it 
as long as we were in the same 
conference as Michigan and 
Michigan State. Th eir fans 
don’t want to watch them play 
teams that they face all the time, 
because then it just becomes a 
conference tournament. So once 
we had the conference realign-
ment we were eligible to be 
off ered a spot in the tournament, 
and we’re absolutely thrilled 
to be invited,” Daniels said.
 Now that the Bulldogs have 
fi nally been invited, they are 
hoping to secure a place for 
themselves within the tour-

nament in the near future.
 “Knowing the amount of 
alums in the area, we’re really 
hoping that we can get a good 
following at that tournament. It’s 
important that we bring a lot 
of fans, because then we would 
be that much more appealing to 
getting another invitation sooner 
rather than later,” Daniels said.
 Of course, playing before 
a substantially larger crowd in 
a historic NHL arena seems 
to raise the stakes of a game. 
One might worry about pres-
sure and nerves affl  icting a new 
team participating in this tour-
nament for the fi rst time, but 
coach Daniels sees it diff erently.
 “We’ve played in this type of 
environment before. Our seniors 
would have played in the Frozen 
Four in Tampa, which was played 
on NHL ice and in front of an 
NHL crowd,” Daniels said. “Over 
the years, we’ve seen these types 
of situations, so I don’t think 

nerves will get to us. Once the 
puck drops, it’s the same game 
and it doesn’t matter if there’s a 
huge crowd or no one watching.”
 Th e fact that this esteemed 
tournament is hosted in 
Michigan, and that this install-
ment of it has only Michigan-
native participants, demon-
strates just how prominent 
college hockey is in the state. 
 “Hockey in general is huge in 
Michigan. We have more divi-
sion-1 teams here than any other 
state in the country. Th erefore, 
it feels only natural to have a 
tournament of this prestige in 
this state,” Daniels said. “Th e 
majority of our players come 
from Michigan, so they under-
stand the importance of the GLI. 
Now while we can’t guarantee 
victory, we can guarantee that 
we are going to go there with 
the absolute idea that we badly 
want to win this tournament.”
 In addition to the recogni-

Photo By: Michael A. Corn| Photographer

The Ferris State hockey team will make its debut appearance in the Great Lakes Invitational holiday tournament in Joe Louis Arena on December 28 and 29.

such a great family of men to be 
with every day. Th at’s my proud-
est moment, I love these guys.”
 Although the Bulldogs didn’t 
reach their ultimate goal of a 
National Championship, the 
season will still go down in 
the record books as the Dawgs 

posted a regular season record 
of 11 wins and zero losses. 
Along with those 11 wins came 
a GLIAC Championship tro-
phy, something the Bulldogs 
hadn’t taken home since 
1999, and their fi rst outright 
championship since 1996.

 Th e Bulldogs also had 16 
student-athletes named to All-
GLIAC teams, with Vander 
Laan taking home the honors 
of GLIAC Player of the Year and 
Annese grabbing the GLIAC 
Coach of the Year award.

FOOTBALL from Page 3

Dawgs fi nish 11-1 in 46-33 loss to GLIAC rival 
Ohio Dominican in NCAA home playoff game

GLI SCHEDULE

Ferris invited to Great Lakes Invitational
Bulldogs will take part in 50th installment of the tournament

See GLI on Page 13

HOCKEY

FSU VS. MSU
12/28 7:00 pm
Joe Louis Arena

FSU VS. MSU
10/31 & 11/01

CJ Motte
shutout in 1-0 
Win on 10/31.

Five different 
players scored a 
point in the se-
ries.

‘Like’ us on 
Facebook
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 Standing 6 feet and 10 inches 
above the ground, redshirt junior 
post player Jared Stolicker of the 
Bulldogs basketball team is well 
aware of, “how the weather is up 
there.”
 Stolicker has seen the Bulldogs 
hover around a .500 winning per-
centage for the last few seasons, 
and is looking to change that 
by improving himself and his 
teammates daily. Whether that 
improvement comes through 
minutes on the court, or sweat 
in practice, Stolicker is pushing 
those around him to succeed.
 “When I came in last year, I 
noticed that as the season pro-
gressed in practice, he started 
pushing me harder and harder to 
make me better, and I was trying 
to push him harder. We guard 
each other almost every day, so 
I really notice that he’s trying his 
best in practice, and that makes 
everyone take notice and try to 
play harder,” said redshirt fresh-
man post player Zach Hankins.
 A commendable work ethic 
and ample experience have 

helped to push Stolicker into a 
leadership role among younger 
athletes such as Hankins, who also 
happens to measure in at 6’10”.
 “Yeah, I think I’ve started 
to step into a leadership role a 
little bit more just because of 
my seniority,” Stolicker said. 
“I mean, we already have two 
captains, so I’m not trying to 
take anything away from them, 
but I always try to help the 
younger guys whenever I can.”
 Mentoring underclassmen 
teammates has become a priority 
for Stolicker. While much of this 
guidance comes through sup-
port and motivation, he is able to 
eff ectively lead by example when 
it comes to play in the post.
 “Th e best aspect of my game 
would have to be my rebounding. 
Th at and blocking shots is prob-
ably what I’m best at. Th ose are 
the things that let me take advan-
tage of my height,” said Stolicker.
 Of course, basketball is a game 
that can be tremendously infl u-
enced by the length of a player. 
Th is height that Stolicker was 
blessed with, which helps to carry 
him above his competitors, can 
be primarily attributed to one 
huge adolescent growth spurt.

 “I pretty much grew up all 
at once. It happened during my 
sophomore year of high school,” 
said Stolicker. “I could dunk 
in my sophomore year aft er I 
was done growing, so as a kid I 
felt pretty cool because of that.”
 A 6’10” sixteen year old is a 
bit of an oddity, but Stolicker 
has taken full advantage of his 
height, and has grown into his 
game. Stolicker’s presence off  the 
court also seems to have devel-
oped, as his positive attitude and 
humorous nature off ers a boost 
to the team’s overall morale.
 “Off  the court, he’s kind of a 
goofy guy. He’s always messing 
with other people and trying to 
make them feel uncomfortable 
for his own amusement. He just 
makes all kinds of jokes and calls 
everybody out, so it’s really fun 
to be around him,” Hankins said.
 Th e Bulldogs are showing 
promise thus far this season 
with a 3-2 record, including an 
undefeated home record and 
currently maintaining a 3-game 
win streak. Th e Dawgs will hit 
the road, bound for Painesville, 
Ohio in order to tip off  confer-
ence play against Lake Erie on 
December 4.

Marshall Scheldt
Ferris State Torch

 If any of you have played 
fantasy sports, then you 
know the feeling of excite-
ment when your team is win-
ning. Or like some not-so-
fortunate players, you don’t.
 According to the Fantasy 
Sports Trade Association 
industry demographics, to-
date there are over 41 million 
people playing fantasy sports 
in the USA and Canada. 
Th at number has risen by 
almost 29 million since 2005.
 One of the larg-
est fantasy sports web-
sites is FanDuel.com
 FanDuel was founded by 
Lesley Eccles, Tom Griffi  th, 
and Nigel Eccles in 2009, and 
has taken off  since. Th e idea 
of FanDuel is to break down 
a season-long fantasy sports 
experience into a one day, 
or one-weekend contest of 
who can pick the best team.
 Most FanDuel users 
decide to place their bets 
on NFL fantasy football 
teams, although users can 
create lineups in the NHL, 
the NBA, MLB, college foot-
ball, and college basketball. 
 A FanDuel member can 
place bets anywhere from 
$1 to over $5,000, depend-
ing on how much they 
want to risk. I personally 
stick with the $1-$5 bets, 
but if you want to risk a 
semester’s tuition on how 
many touchdowns Peyton 
Manning throws next week, 
then more power to you.
 Since I am particularly 
familiar with the foot-
ball aspect of FanDuel, 
and it ‘tis the season for 
football (remember the 
Bulldogs are nearly unde-
feated?) I’m going to stick 
to what I (kind of) know. 
 So here’s how it works:
 Aft er signing up and 
picking which pool he/
she wants to enter into, the 
user picks a lineup. Each 
FanDueler picks one quar-
terback, two running backs, 
three wide receivers, a tight 
end, a kicker, and a defense. 
Th e trick is that each user 
is given a $60,000 sal-
ary cap for their team. Th is 
$60,000 isn’t literal, think 
of it as Monopoly money.
 Players are worth dif-
ferent amounts of money 

depending on how many 
points they are projected 
to earn during their game 
for that week. Obviously, a 
great quarterback like Tom 
Brady would cost more than 
a rookie like Derek Carr who 
plays for a 1-10 Oakland 
Raiders team who just got 
their fi rst win this past week.
 I just decided to try 
FanDuel two weeks ago aft er 
fellow Torch writer Justin 
Aiken recommended it, 
and I’m already hooked. I 
entered $10 into my account 
and bet it all on six diff er-
ent entries of $1 and $2. 
Although I only won money 
on one of my entries, with 
a little help from Steeler’s 
running back Le’Veon 
Bell, I won my $10 back. 
 So of course this past week 
I spent the $10 on more 
entries. Th is time I won on 
two of the six and made 
$12.50. Now I wish I could 
say that this was skill, but for 
the most part it’s up to the 
FanDuel gods if you’re going 
to win money. So if you’re 
struggling to pay your rent 
every month, I don’t recom-
mend dropping a hundred 
bones on a tip you heard 
that Calvin Johnson is sup-
posed to, “go off ” this week.
 I realized though, that 
the reason I’ll be back next 
week won’t be because of 
the $12.50 I still have on my 
account, but for the sheer 
thrill of the experience. Now 
regardless if I have money on 
a game, I’m going to spend 
most of my Sunday during 
the fall watching NFL foot-
ball anyway. But now since 
I’ve been using FanDuel, I 
really get into the action.
 I even watched the 
Cowboys play the Giants 
on Sunday night…….and 
I can’t stand the Cowboys 
or the Giants. Th e reason 
I decided to watch? Th ere 
were six diff erent play-
ers in that game who I had 
on my FanDuel lineup. 
 So if you’re interested 
in fantasy sports and have 
a couple extra bucks saved 
up from all the beer cans 
you drank while watching 
the Lions throttle the Bears 
on Th ursday, return the cans 
and sign up for FanDuel. 
Maybe you’ll win some 
money.

Photo courtesy FSU photo services

Stolicker using his 6 foot 10 frame to dunk during a home game last season. Stolicker is the team’s top rebounder and has excelled in blocking 

shots with his rangy wingspan.

Walking tall
Junior big man showing improvement

FanDuel
As if football wasn’t exciting enough

BASKETBALL
FANTASY SPORTS
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Sports 
Shorts

Harrison Watt
Editor-in-Chief

 Hockey drops one, ties another with 1-8-1 Wisconsin
 Th e Bulldogs were riding a three win in four game wave of 
momentum headed to Madison, Wisconsin over Th anksgiving 
weekend, but were unable to maintain it.
 On Nov. 28, the Dawgs found themselves down 1-0 to the 
University of Wisconsin Badgers in the third period when 
freshmen forward Andrew Dorantes found the back of the net.
 Minutes later, sophomore forward Jared VanWormer 
appeared to put Ferris up 2-1 in the waning moments of regu-
lation, but his goal was called off  on a goaltender interference 
call.
 Th e Bulldogs ended the game in a stalemate, despite losing 
the post-tie shootout (which held no bering on the result of the 
game as it was a non-conference game).
 On Nov. 29 Chad McDonald put the Bulldogs in the driv-
ers seat early when he scored his team-leading eighth goal of 
the season. Aft er the score was tied 10 minutes later, freshman 
defenseman Austin Kosack scored his fi rst career collegiate 
goal.
 Th e Badgers scored 37 seconds later to tie the game and 
went up 3-2 headed into the third. Freshman forward Tyler 
Andrew scored his second career collegiate goal early in the 
fi rst, but the Badgers answered on the powerplay and added 
the empty net goal to take a 5-3 victory, dropping Ferris to 
7-7-1 overall. 

 Women’s basketball burns Tiffi  n Dragons at home
 Ferris improved to 2-1 following a resounding victory over 
Tiffi  n University on Nov. 30 inside Wink Arena.
 Th e 77-51 blowout was due in large part to the Bulldogs 
off ensive explosion in the fi rst half.
 Ferris went up 51-24 while shooting 54.3 percent from the 
fl oor.
 Junior guard Katie Mavis paced the Bulldogs in the fi rst half 
with 11 points, and senior forward Ashley Rando added 10 off  
the bench.
 Mavis fi nished with 13, but was outstripped by sophomore 
guard Ally Christman who scored 14 to lead the Dawgs.
 Ferris was outscored 27-26 in the second half, as the Dragons 
shot 34.5 percent. Tiffi  n went 1-15 from three-point range in 
the fi rst half, which was good for a 6.7 percent shooting per-
centage from beyond the arc.

 Senior Harper fi nishes top 20 in region; paces Dawgs
   Andrew Harper paced all Ferris cross country runners at 
Division II regional championships in Evansville, Indiana.
 On Nov. 22, Harper took off  with the pack in the 10k race, 
and fi nished 19th in the region with an offi  cial time of 31 min-
utes and 18 seconds.
 Harper’s dash earned him All-Region accolades. Junior 
Lucas Copi fi nished in 37, giving Ferris two top-40 runners in 
the nation in a fi eld of over 200.
 Sophomore Logan Hammer and junior Spencer Gerber 
fi nished 41st and 78th respectively, giving Ferris four men in 
the top 100.
 Th e women’s team also saw four runners fi nish in the top 
100 out of 211.
 Ferris sophomore Samantha Humphrey led all Bulldog 
women with a 54th place fi nish. Junior Ashley Hamilton fi n-
ished in 58th, while junior Emily Haynes was 62nd. Sophomore 
Alyssa Cummings fi nished out in 92nd overall.
 Th e men scored 291 points and fi nished seventh in the 
region. Th e women scored 398 and fi nished 14th in their 
region.
 National championships will take place in Louisville, 
Kentucky on Dec. 6.
 Th is season was the Bulldogs fi rst under former Ferris 
standout Jared Kelsh. Kelsh took over when former coach Steve 
Picucci moved on to Division I Moorhead State.
 Kelsh currently has the tag as interim head coach, and was 
hired on August 20.

Top Dawg

Photo By: Michael A. Corn, Photographer

Jibreel Jackson scored just fi ve points, but nailed a game-winning three point shot at the buzzer to down Albion College on his 

birthday/

Harrison Watt
Editor-in-Chief

 Th e basketball god’s shone 
down upon Jibreel Jackson 
on his birthday.
 Jackson, a junior point 
guard out of Chicago, was 
able to hit a game-winning 
three-pointer at the buzzer 
on Nov. 29 to give the Ferris 
men’s basketball team a 54-52 
victory over Albion.
 Th e Bulldogs shot a brutal 
15.2 percent from the fl oor 
in the fi rst half, and trailed 
34-18 at the half.
 In 14 minutes in the fi rst 
half, Jackson had two points 

on 0-3 shooting (2-2 at the 
free throw line.
 Ferris heated up and shot 
three times as well in the sec-
ond half as they did in the 
fi rst at 46.7 percent.
 Despite the improvement, 
the Dawgs found themselves 
down 52-51 in the fi nal sec-
onds with the ball out of 
bounds on the farthest side 
of the court.
 Junior center Jared 
Stolicker fi red a baseball pass 
to center court where junior 
forward James Chappell 
caught it.
 Chappell turned and 
dished it aside to a driving 

Jackson, who pulled up at the 
three-point line.
 Jackson let the ball go as 
time expired and his shot 
tickled the twine to give the 
Bulldogs a 54-52 victory over 
the Britons.
 Th e shot was the only fi eld 
goal that Jackson made the 
entire day, but it counted in 
the biggest way.
 Aft er the game Jackson 
was elated with his birthday 
present.
 “Th is is the best birthday 
I have had,” Jackson said. “It 
will be hard to top this birth-
day and I certainly wont for-
get it.”

tion and chance at a tourna-
ment championship that comes 
with this invitation, there is 
also another potential ben-
efi t to reap from the weekend.
 “What I like about these tour-
naments is that it parallels our 
league championships. You have 
four teams going to a neutral 
site and they’ll be sharing locker 
rooms and bumping into each 
other in the corridors,” Daniels 
said. “Th is is a good dress 
rehearsal for the league play-
off s and the NCAA playoff s. It’s 
a chance to win a champion-
ship on a weekend, and it kind 
of mimics the structure of our 
postseason, so that experience 
can help us in the long run.”
 Th e Bulldogs have already met 
with every team in the tourna-
ment this season, and only one 
of the fi ve previous contests 
was decided by more than one 
goal. Th erefore, the competition 
should be fi erce at this tourna-
ment, and it is hard to pick a 
clear favorite. Th e stage is set 
for epic rematches between these 
familiar teams, and it is one of 
the largest stages in all of college 
hockey.

GLI from Page 11
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Letter From The Editor 

VOICES
Student Recreation Center 102

Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307

www.fsutorch.com/letter-to-the-editor/

 The Ferris State Torch welcomes comments on topics 
of interest to the general readership. Letters should not 
exceed 300 words in length and The Torch reserves the 
right to edit for length. Letters will not  be edited for 
grammar, punctuation or spelling. The Torch will not 
print letters deemed to be libelous or obscene. All letters 
must be signed by their authors and include his or her 
phone number.
 Unsigned editorials appearing on this page are the 
opinion of The Torch  and do not necessarily represent 
the opinion of the university’s administration, faculty or 
staff. Signed columns represent the opinion of the writer. 
Inquiries regarding editorial content should be directed 
to the editor in  chief at 591-5978.

FERRIS STATE TORCH

“What lies behind you and what lies in front of you, pales in comparison to what lies inside you.”

-Ralph Waldo Emerson

Feelings 
Harrison Watt
Editor-in-Chief

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

 You cannot argue with feelings.
 I don’t understand the pain of the violent 
protestors of the Michael Brown indict-
ment. I come from a white-collar family in 
one of the wealthiest suburbs in the country.
 I do not fear the police because I have 
never been given a reason to fear them. 
In my elementary school, I was taught 
to revere the police as heroic figures.
 Being that I was brought up in that 
manner, I cannot fully understand the 
weight of the pain these violent protestors. 
 I don’t understand the violence.
 At no point in my lifetime when I’ve been 
pulled over by an officer have I felt victim-
ized. There are people in this country that 
do deal with that, and it’s not my right to 
say that those people are being irrational.
 I once dated someone that was ridicu-
lously afraid of spiders. I see spiders as tiny, 
slightly creepy but mostly harmless (I’m 
terrified of spiders for the record, but for the 
sake of the metaphor, let’s pretend I’m not). 
 The way we see the something like 
that is completely different. Because I 
am not afraid, I’m inclined to call her 
irrational. That’s the problem. You can’t 
call feelings irrational; it’s nonsensi-
cal to argue that someone isn’t allowed 
to feel a certain way about something.
 People perceive actions and beings 
in different ways. Strong feelings 
are rarely logical. In a way, it would 
be a waste of time to try and under-
stand what the few, and I reiterate, few 
people in that city are going through. 
 The potential depth of our life expe-
riences is limited by many factors.
  I can say I’m happy and proud that 
the protests on this campus were peace-
ful. Protests in that manner make me 
proud to be a part of this communi-
ty. I don’t have to side with the pro-
testors to recognize that peaceful pro-
test is good, especially on this campus.
 What I won’t do is condemn the vio-
lence, because the depth of my life expe-
rience does not encompass a feeling of 
unease towards law enforcement, and it is 
not fair to tell someone “Your feelings are 
dumb.”

On our bizarre hair standards

OPINIONS
f e r r i s  s t a t e  t o r c h “I’ve been given many reasons to love 

this place, but I don’t.” 
Tyler Hanan

Opinions Editor
See page 16 for story
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 Every November, society 
expects men to embrace their 
masculinity by growing and shap-
ing their facial hair into various 
styles of mustaches and beards. 
 We find many men proud-
ly displaying their abilities to 
produce magnificent feats with 
their facial hair, while those 
who cannot are stigmatized 
from their manhood. What we 
tend to ignore is the double 
standard of this competition – 
women are discouraged from 
letting their body hair grow.
 From a young age, women 
are told to be hairless creatures 
(except for our heads, where 
we’re encouraged to sport long, 
traditional locks). Our culture 
emphasizes the use of razors 
to remove “objectionable hair”, 
and older women who tire of 

this routine seek various forms 
of permanent hair removal. 
 The few women who do not 
shave are, once again, stigma-
tized for being “hairy freaks” 
or what I often hear, “dirty hip-
pie.” But are we really freaks, or 
are we embracing our human 
nature? We are born hairy 
creatures, a point that is evi-
dent in our phylogenic tree. 
 The removal of this hair is a 
young and new cultural stan-
dard; it was established in 
America less than 100 years ago. 
In the 1920’s, razors companies 
were pushing for sales by creat-
ing the standard of “objection-
able hair,” and the fad caught 

on when sleeveless dresses 
became a fashion trend. Unlike 
America, European, Asian 
and African cultures continue 
to embrace natural body hair.
 For the longest time, I ques-
tioned the sanity of shaving. It 
involves constant upkeep and 
can lead to various minor inju-
ries. It’s also costly, as we are 
constantly buying new razors 
and shaving cream. Talk about a 
racket. For some women, miss-
ing a day leads to too much 
stubble, while others cannot 
shave every day lest they risk 
the wrath of razor burn. It hurts!
 Though I hate shaving, that 
does not mean I do not take part 
in this trend. If my hair is a nui-
sance, as in the case of my under-
arms, I remedy the situation as 
needed. By as needed, I shave 

See November on Page 15

Irma Collins
Ferris State Torch

Graphic by Jordan Lodge
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Faces of Ferris
Ferris State Torch Photo Editor Shelby Soberalski goes out each week around campus 
and scouts out students for Faces of Ferris to ask them a question.......

once every 4-5 days, and that is 
enough. My legs, on the other 
hand, are never bothersome, so 
I have not shaved them in a year 
and a half and do not plan on it. 
 What do the men say 
about my hairy legs? Most 
of them DO NOT CARE. 
 Surprising? It shouldn’t be. 
They aren’t touching my legs, 
and if they can’t handle my hair, 
they can’t handle me. And if I am 
wanting the comforting touch of 
smooth legs, I simply wear my 
silky leggings and life is grand.
 I display my hairy legs proudly, 
for they make a powerful state-
ment about beauty standards. 
The media is persistently pro-
jecting ideal standards of beauty 
to subconsciously force us into 
thinking we need various prod-
ucts to achieve them. What we 
truly need is a more accepting 
perspective, one that sees beauty 
outside of the physical realm. My 
body hair does not hamper any 
aspect of my inner beauty; there’s 
no reason it should affect yours. 

NOVEMBER from Page 14

Women 
shouldn’t have 
to shave

December 3, 2014

TO THE FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY GLIAC CHAM-
PION FOOTBALL TEAM:

Congratula� ons on an outstanding football sea-
son. You gave this University and community great 
excitement and enjoyment as we watched you do 
ba� le on Saturdays! A great football tradi� on is 
star� ng at FSU.

Beginning with move in week, in sweltering 
weather, we were able to watch as you graciously 
helped more students than we can count move 
into residence halls. Students and parents were 
beaming watching our football team, as well as 
other FSU athletes, drip sweat all day long while 
taking the pain out of moving in for many of our 
students. I think one of you might have told me 
that it was harder than two-a days! As the season 
began, your commitment and work eff ort brought 
our outstanding coaching staff  what they needed 
on the fi eld. 

Beyond the football accomplishments, your con-
duct and the image of FSU football players  that you 
demonstrated all season set a standard for future 
FSU football players to aspire to. I am very proud 
of what each of you has accomplished both on and 
off  the fi eld. We are all looking forward to next 
year already!

We love you guys!

Bruce Borkovich
Director of Public Safety

Maria Roelofs
Junior, Graphic Design 
“What has been your most awkward Ferris expeiernce?”

“I’m an awkward person, I have lots of awkward moments.”

Merry Christmas!

Photo By: Shelby Soberalski | Photo Editor

Campus has entered the holiday season by decorating around Ferris.

Follow us 

on Instagram 

@fsutorch
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 As this article is published, I 
have a week-and-a-half left in 
my traditional college career. 
It’s been a non-traditional jour-
ney, but I’ve spent much of my 
last two-and-a-half years in 
Big Rapids at Ferris. The only 
felling this brings me is relief. 
 There isn’t any last-minute 
realization that, no matter what I 
told myself, I loved this place all 
along. I don’t find myself gazing 
wistfully at FLITE or lingering 
sadly on that thing that looks like 
a goal post by the music building. 
 I’ve had one foot out the door 
since the first time I stepped 
foot in this town, and now the 
other one, wedged in there for 
years, has kicked itself free and 

followed its brother through. 
 I’ve found lifelong friends at 
Ferris, and I’ve made some of the 
best and blurriest memories in 
my brief life in Big Rapids. I wasn’t 
a bitter loner; I’ve felt accepted in 
ways I never have been before in 
life. I’ve been given many rea-
sons to love this place, yet I don’t. 
 I don’t feel bad for that. I 
love and will miss many people 
here, and my program, but there 
will be no longing for the old 
days. My heart and mind are 
free of bittersweet reflection.
 That is my experience. It’s 
valid and it’s important to me. 
Another important thing: mine 
is not the only experience. 
 Many people, on that Saturday 

in December, on a Saturday next 
May and on many graduation 
days in the future, will miss this 
place. They are proud Bulldogs. 
They will cry beautiful, joyful 
tears tinged with sadness, for 
this time in their life that has 
come to an end. Not evolving, 
the way it has going from one 
year to another. It’s finished, 
and it won’t be coming back. 
 Their lives here were every 
bit as valid as mine, however 
they spent their time. I am likely 
the outlier. They will smile and 
laugh and cry for what they’ve 

lost, and it will be beautiful. I will 
not do those things, but that, too, 
is beautiful in a way. Each of our 
experiences was vital and impor-
tant, however personal that level 
of significance may be. They 
are next to nothing on a grand 
level, these individual experi-
ence of one class in a single 
school in a sprawling country. 
But in the small space each of us 
lives and dies in, our individual 
experience can be everything. 
 I will happily leave this place, 
whole and unmoved and that 
is wonderful. Others will leave 
willingly, happily, but with 
pieces of their heart left behind 
to feed more earnest future 
reminiscence, and that, too, is 

wonderful. Every person and 
every experience is different, 
and every one of them matters.
 Graduating feels like more of 
a formality, a dumb, slight cer-
emony preempting other, more 
important things in life. And 
it is that, understand. But that 
doesn’t mean I can’t appreciate 
the event, not only for the piece 
of paper it will provide me, but 
also for the positive, negative, 
or non-existent emotions it will 
bring to us all. This place may 
not be important to me, but the 
significance of this time to the 
lives of many people is not some-
thing lost on me.  

Photo courtesy of  FSU Photo Services

Congratulations to all of the students graduating this December! Our opinions editor Tyler Hanan is leaving the Torch after two and a half years this December due to graduation.

A “school pride atheist” on the end of our time at Ferris

Tyler Hanan
Opinions Editor
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