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End of the road
Photo By: Keith Salowich | Editor in Chief

The Ferris State hockey teams post season run came to an end in the Elite EIght when they fell to the Denver Pioneers 6-3, but not before they were crowned the WCHA Champions. 

Ferris hockey falls in the Elite Eight

 The levee broke for the Ferris State hockey 
team late in their 6-3 loss against the Univer-
sity of Denver, putting an end to the Bulldogs’ 
2015-2016 season.
 Ferris may have fallen, but they definitely did 
not give up easy, which was a mirror image of 
the rest of their season. It was a grind, but the 
Bulldogs never gave up.
 "There's a lot of heart in that locker room,” 
said Ferris junior captain Kyle Schempp in a 
post-game press conference. “Lot of great, 
great guys, and great seniors that lead our 
team. It's a special group, one I'll always re-
member. Biggest thing I'll take away is the heart 
in that locker room."
 The Bulldogs won their first ever conference 
tournament championship and reached the 
NCAA Tournament for the fourth time in Fer-
ris history. Ferris State upset the No. 2 overall 
seed in the tournament and the No. 1 seed in 
the West Regional St. Cloud State in the first 

round of the NCAA Tournament in a 5-4 over-
time win.
 Ferris wasn’t as fortunate against Denver, 
but the Bulldogs made it further than many 
thought they would.
 “Obviously disappointed in the loss and still a 
lot of pain,” said Ferris head coach Bob Daniels 
after the game. “The reality, I know I mentioned 
it to the guys, is 48 hours from now it’ll be quite 
a bit of joy. We still have a conference title and 
NCAA banner, so there is a lot to be thankful 
for.”
 After trading goals with the Pioneers for near-
ly three periods, the Bulldogs gave up three 
goals in the final 4:32 of the game to end their 
shot at the Frozen Four.
 Denver doubled Ferris State’s shot total 42-
21 in the game, making it tough on Ferris State 
freshman goaltender Darren Smith. Smith 
made a barrage of saves to keep the Dawgs in 
it, but the offensive pressure of the Pioneers 
became too much for the Ferris defense and 
goaltender.
 Ferris ended the year with a 20-15-6 overall 
record and a 13-11-4 mark in the WCHA. The 

Bulldogs will graduate seven seniors and will 
return 20 players next season barring any 
transfers.
 Defensemen Zach Dorer, Brandon 
Anselmini and Sean O’Rourke, along 
with forwards Kenny Babinski, Matt 
Robertson and goalie Ruben Me-
drano, were all at Xcel Energy 
Center for their last game as 
Bulldogs in the game against 
Denver.
 “It’s tough to say good-
bye to the seniors,” said 
Daniels. “They have 
won a lot of games for 
us, two conference 
titles, two NCAA 
tournaments, two 
regional finals. It’s 
really especially 
painful. For as long 
as they’ve been on 
the ice for us they’ve 
been that good.”

Marshall Scheldt

Sports Editor
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Assistant captain, Sean O’Rourke with the Broadmoor Trophy.

season in review
Overall Record: 20-15-6

Conference Record:d

Leading scorer: Gerald Mayhew (16)

Longest winning streak: 5 games

Average goals per game: 2.73

Average goals against: 2.59

Home attendance average: 1980



 Many people think that sexism is yesterday’s problem, but the Mu-
seum of Sexist Objects at Ferris proves otherwise.
 The museum, which opened its doors in March 2015, is simply a 
room full of items that have sexism embedded in them. The objects 
were collected by David Pilgrim, Vice President for diversity and inclu-
sion at Ferris.  
 There are multiple displays that represent the different parts of ev-
eryday life in which women encounter discrimination. This includes 
objects such as Barbie dolls draped in pink, magazines showing 
women in the kitchen or t-shirts with the words “It ain’t cheatin’ if she 
ain’t breathin’.”
 “This is still happening, these mental structures are still out there,” 
Ferris professor and lead faculty member for the Ferris Museum of 
Sexist Objects Tracy Busch said.
 According to Busch, sexism is an issue that is often overlooked and 
the museum provides a place to view the matter firsthand.”
 “We kind of talk about gender after the fact,” she said, “It’s a useful 
category of analysis and must always be considered. If you put it all 
together, you realize there is something big going on.”
 The museum hosts many classes ranging from history and sociolo-
gy, to communication and philosophy.  The goal is to get more profes-
sors to bring their students and increase involvement and awareness.
 “We don’t think about it, we kind of just go with a lot of the stereo-
types and don’t critically analyze them,” Busch said, “The museum 
gives you the opportunity to decode them.”
 Discussion of these problems is a major theme for the gallery. Fer-
ris history junior Alyssa Rosebrugh has worked at the museum for 
over a semester and thinks there is room for conversations on the 
topic. 
 “The museum is very accessible and welcoming and very interest-
ed in questions and discussion,” Rosebrugh said, “Most importantly, 
for me, is that students understand that being offended by something 
you see is normal and perfectly OK.”
 Rosebrugh believes that each student should visit the collection 
before they graduate.
 “I think it’s very important that student experience the museum, 
it allows an understanding of the severe sexism through the ages,” 
she said.
 This year marks the 30th year of the celebration of Women’s His-
tory month. Ferris will conclude its celebration of the month on Thurs-
day, March 31, with a showing and discussion of the movie “It’s a 
Girl” and an expo entitled “Woman to Woman.” Both events will take 
place in the IRC.

NEWS “Most importantly, for me, is that stu-
dents understand that being offended 
by something you see is normal and 

perfectly OK.” - Alyssa Rosebrugh 
See story below

2 
Week of March 30 - April 5, 2016

News
Ferris State Torch

Angela Graf
News Editor 

grafa1@ferris.edu

The old normal

Megan Hiler

Torch Reporter

Photo by: Aubrey Kemme | Photography

There is a whole portion of the Museum of Sexist objects devoted to misogynistic political propoganda comprised primarily of things targeting Hillary Clinton. 

Photo by: Aubrey Kemme | Photography

There is memorabillia featured in the museum branded with phrases like: “How to train your bitch,” “Ditch the bitch and let’s 

ride,” and “If he doesn’t spank me, how will I know better?”



The police 
never think 
it’s as funny
as you do.
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SUNDAY BRUNCH 9AM-Noon
Sunday Brunch $9.99 Per Person

$3.00 U call its, $4.00 Craft Pints  (5pm to close)

TUESDAY 6PM - Close
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Fraud at Menards, Walmart and Merrill Hall
A roundup of this week’s crime at Ferris State University

 
Let me in!
 March 3, 7:50 p.m., officers in-
vestigated a broken door in Hender-
son Hall.

Fraud at Menards 
 March 6, 3:25 p.m., officers as-
sisted with a report of retail fraud at 
Menards. Two suspects were identi-
fied and lodged in jail. 

Failure to yield
 March 7, 11:50 a.m., officers in-
vestigated a two-car accident. One 
person was injured and taken to the 
hospital and another was ticketed 
for failure to yield. 

Fraud at Walmart
 March 12, 10:55 p.m., officers 
assisted the sheriff department 
with a retail fraud complaint at 
Walmart. One suspect was identi-
fied and lodged in jail. 

Improper plates
 March 13, 12:45 a.m., officers 
stopped a vehicle on State Street 
for improper plates. The driver was 
ticketed. 

Careless driver
 March 15, 11:45 p.m., officers 
investigated a two-car accident in 
Lot 54. One driver was ticketed for 
careless driving. 

Damaged vehicle
 March 16, 6 p.m., officers investi-
gated a damaged vehicle in Lot 11. 
There were scratches on the pas-
senger side that had been acquired 
sometime between March 14 and 
March 16. 

Too loud
 March 18, 12:05 a.m., officers 
assisted housing staff with a loud 
party in the West Campus Apart-
ments. The party was shut down 
and the attendees dispersed. 

Suspended license
 March 18, 12:30 a.m., officers 
stopped a vehicle for defective 
equipment. The driver was found to 
be driving with a suspended license 
and was ticketed. 

Wild night for this guy
 March 18, 11:25 a.m., officers 
investigated a report of a disorderly 
subject in Lot 16, damaging vehi-
cles as well as assaulting one stu-

dent. The subject was apprehended 
and lodged in the county jail. 

Breaking up is hard to do
 March 19, 12:35 a.m., officers in-
vestigated a loud party complaint in 
the West Campus Apartments. They 
assisted in breaking up a party. 

Mystery smell
 March 19, 11:15 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a marijuana complaint 
in Cramer Hall. The source of the 
odor could not be determined. 

Weed in West Campus
 March 19, 3:45 p.m., officers 
assisted the housing staff at West 
Campus Apartments with a mari-
juana complaint. The situation was 
handled by housing. 

Fraud in Merrill
 March 20, 2:30 p.m., officers 
investigated a fraud complaint at 
Merrill Hall for unwanted credit card 
charges.
 
You can’t see me
 March 21, 5 p.m., officers inves-
tigated a report of a disorderly sub-
ject in the Optometry Building. The 
suspected was removed from the 
premises. 

 From March 11 to March 24, the 
Ferris Department of Public Safe-
ty issued 579 violations totaling 
$9,560. 

TORCH 

ON THE
RECORD
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Birkam Health Center’s hours 

were incorrect in last week’s edi-

tion. Birkam’s hours are 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Corrections can be submitted through email at 
fsutorcheditor@gmail.com or by calling 231-591-5978

Ferris State Torch
Corrections



Ferris State University
Scholarship Opportunity for Students

*All submissions must be made on line using MyScholarships.  
Visit http:// www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/admision/financialaid/ 
scholarship/Incoming/myscholarships.htm for more information.

Alumni Association Legacy Scholarship 

Applicant must be the child, sibling or grandchild of a  
Ferris Alumna(us), and have a 2.75 GPA.  
Must also have successfully completed a minimum of 26 earned 
credit hours at Ferris State University. 
Please note the following:  
students seeking an associate degree must have completed  
30 credit hours at the end of spring semester; students seeking a 
bachelor’s degree must have completed 56 credit hours at the end of 
the spring semester. To be considered for the scholarship,  
award winners must attend a luncheon in their honor with the 
Alumni Board of Directors October, 2016 in Big Rapids.

Application deadline: MAY 15, 2016

 With the weather finally getting warmer, 
and traces of snow dissipating, shoes on 
the ground are slowly being replaced by 
wheels. People are finding different, faster 
and maybe lazier ways of moving between 
classes and around campus.
 Bicycles are most prevalent. I see them 
lined up beside class buildings and res-
idence halls. Less prevalent are skate-
boards and longboards, though still very 
popular. Very rare and maybe gone are the 
days of the scooter, the inline skate and 
the Segway though rumors persist.
 And then there are wheelchairs, but 
that’s different.
 It was last September when I witnessed 
a hoverboard for the first time. To me it 
resembled a Segway people mover with-
out handle controls. A young student was 
carefully teetering along the sidewalk near 
FLITE, momentarily lost balance and near-
ly landed headfirst into the concrete stairs 
leading to the building.
 The hoverboard seems to be the latest 
fad in personal transportation, a sort of 
motorized skateboard rotated 90 degrees, 
perpendicular rather than parallel to the 
rider’s direction of travel. You’ve probably 
seen them on Facebook. You might own 
one yourself. Though, if you have one on 
campus, you’re committing a serious of-
fense.
 Ferris State’s ban on hoverboards is 
a relatively new rule. It is not an isolated 
case. Campuses across the country are 
banning the device due to what is deemed 
a fire hazard. 
 “You cannot store them in your hall,” 
said Sundrea Boykin, an administrative 
assistant of campus housing and senior 
in social work. “There are stories of them 
exploding and catching fire.”
 As with residence halls, they are banned 
in all campus buildings due to these re-
ports of them causing fires. They are also 
banned from use on sidewalks as they do 
not contain any actual brakes.

 “They’re unpredictable,” said Tre Hue, 
Ferris junior in electrical engineering. “It 
won’t last long,” he said referring to the 
trend.
 I met Tre as he was standing at the top 
of a slight incline near the Timme building, 
about to escalate down the sidewalk on 
a longboard. Longboards are essentially 
elongated skateboards as one might as-
sume from the moniker. It was a chance 
encounter as it was his first time on one.
 “This is my first hill,” said Hue. “I’m going 
to build it into an electric longboard. I need 
to learn how to ride it first.”
 He rode down the slope smoothly at 
first but bailed as his path grew steep and 
bumpy.
 “He didn’t make it very far,” said nurs-
ing freshman Dakota Radloff, Hue’s cousin 
and observer of the first attempt.
 Like hoverboards, skateboards of all siz-
es also lack brakes, and therefore are not 
allowed on campus. Most riders are not 
aware of this rule. It’s not a major offense, 
and they’re rarely ticketed. 
 “We don’t go out of our way to look for 
them,” said Capt. James Cook, assistant 
director of Ferris DPS. “But there is an or-
dinance prohibiting them. They can be tick-
eted. It’s been done in the past.”
 Normally DPS officers stop skateboard-
ers to educate them of the ordinance. The 
rule covers any personal transportation 
device that lacks brakes.
 Despite being a safety hazard, and 
therefore prohibited, skateboards are a pe-
rennial favorite and not likely to go away 
overnight. They are suggested to be a 
quick way to move around.
 I met David Cory as he was returning to 

his dorm with a skateboard in hand.
 “Getting to class is downhill so it’s fast,” 
said Cory, a skateboarder and student in 
mechanical engineering. “Getting to my 
dorm is uphill. So it sucks.”
 Cory’s message to fellow skaters re-
sounded earlier words from Hue and Radl-
off: be careful. 
 “Don’t be a burden to walkers,” said 
Cory. “Try not to scare people. Look out for 
rocks.”
 “It’s a good way to get around,” said 
Radloff. “As long as everyone’s parying at-
tention.”
 When told of a rule against skateboards, 
Cory’s response was simple.
 “I’d walk I guess.”
 “They don’t mix well with pedestrians,” 
said Capt. Cook. “We’ve had skateboard-
ers run into cars. There have been acci-
dents in the past.”

 David Cory, like many students, also 
rides his bicycle occasionally. There is no 
rule against riding bikes as long as they 
contain brakes and are secluded to use on 
roads. Still, sidewalks are a popular spot 
for bicycle sightings.
 The main problem with bicycles, accord-
ing to DPS, is theft. 
 “We do get bicycles stolen from the bike 
racks,” said Capt. Cook. “Usually due to 
lack of securing them. Locks have been 
broken as well.”
 According to Cook, there were two re-
ported thefts just last weekend.
 There are many ways to move around 
campus, especially as the weather is nice 
and spirits are high. But it is always good to 
know the rules and be safe.
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Walking is so mainstream
Students find alternative ways to get around campus

Photo courtesy of MCT Campus

With the weather warming up students begin to scoot, bike and skateboard around campus. 

NEWS BRIEFS
Angela Graf

News Editor

“It’s a Girl”
On March 31, the Diversity and Inclusion Office will be spon-
soring a screening and discussion of the documentary film “It’s 
a Girl.” The film tells the stories of abandoned and trafficked 
girls, of women who suffer extreme dowry-related violence, of 
mothers fighting to save their daughters’ lives, and of other 
mothers who would kill for a son.
One of the showings will be held from 11 a.m.-12 p.m. in IRC 
104 and the other 6-8 p.m. in IRC 120 with discussion held by 
professors Teresa Bailey, Sharon Colley and Tracy Busch. For 
more details on the film, go to http://www.itsagirlmovie.com/.

2016 Women’s Expo
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Zeta Epsilon chapter, will be 
sponsoring the 2016 Women’s Expo on March 31 at 6 p.m. 
They are welcoming vendors to promote health, beauty tips 
and more. The expo is being held in the IRC Connector and will 
conclude in the Business room 111 with a guest speaker. For 
details on how to get involved, students can email zetaepsilon-
aka@gmail.com.

New art exhibit
Starting on April 4, the Ferris Fine Art Gallery, located on the 
second floor of the University Center in room 205, will be open-
ing its doors with the new exhibit, “No Stone Unturned: Hybrid 
Landscapes & Eco Systems.” This is a solo exhibit by Ethan 
Ross, recipient of Ferris State University’s 2014 MFA Kendall 
Graduate Award. The gallery hours are:
Monday - Friday 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday - 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday - Closed

Jonny Parshall
Torch Reporter



Whether you’re looking for a Part-time job now, or a Full time 
summer job, give us a call. We offer up to 40 hours, flexible 

around most schedules, afternoon and evening shifts. 
Earn $9.00 - $13.00 hour.

JOBS FOR STUDENTS!
Part-Time or Full Time Summer Jobs

Call now to set up an appointment for an interview: 231-796-9276

 Students in Ferris State’s welding 
engineering program can continue 
to work safely without the added 
costs thanks to a large donation 
from Airgas, Inc.
 Airgas, Inc. is a Pennsylva-
nia-based company specializing in 
the manufacturing and distribution 
of industrial, medical and specialty 
gases. It is the leading producer of 
atmospheric gases in the U.S. by 
volume and also supplies welding 
equipment and related products. 
 These donations stem from a 
partnership formed between the 
university and Airgas last year in an 
effort to boost welding trade and 
prevent the decline of skilled weld-
ers in the nation.
 The donation—valued at 
$50,000—covers a range of per-
sonal protective equipment includ-
ing welding jackets, hoods, gloves 
and safety glasses. 
 The donation saves cash for Fer-
ris welding students, who generally 
pay for the required equipment out-
of-pocket. The products are expect-
ed to last students in the program 
for at least one year.
 “This way they don’t have to pro-
vide that,” said Jeff Hardesty, weld-
ing professor and program coordi-
nator. “That’s getting provided for 
them, courtesy of Airgas.”
 Airgas delivered the shipment be-
fore an eager group last Thursday, 
March 24, at the Swan building.
 Safety equipment is vital in weld-
ing processes as welders are ex-
posed to extreme heat, brightness 
and dangerous gases.
 Airgas will also continue to do-
nate shielding glasses, as it did last 
year, for use in welding processes.
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Ferris welding program 
receives hefty donation 

Courtesy Photo

Ferris welding engineering technology students Kate Wernecke (left) and Bobbi Jo Matheny (right) sort through welding supplies donated to the school by Airgas, Inc.

 Passionate artists and women working 
to empower other women come togeth-
er to promote the Creating4Change life 
movement initiated by Emmy award win-
ning filmmaker Sophia Kruz.
 On Thursday, April 14, at 7 p.m., the 
documentary outlining the many strug-
gles and challenges which women face 
everyday will be revealed in Kruz’s film.

 The film profiles women who have 
found innovative ways to use their art to 
tackle the most pressing issues they face 
as well as the women in their communi-
ties. 
 The documentary is said to pose the 
question: What is the role of art in the 
global women's empowerment?
 “The seriousness of women's rights 
is expressed through dance, music and 
graffiti in the documentary, giving wom-
en the opportunity to utilize their talents 
to the best of their abilities,” said Ferris 

Department of Language and Literature 
Pam Davidson.
 Creating4Change  will feature four 
women from four different counties all 
working for one goal: change. 
 The various topics that will be dis-
cussed in the film are human trafficking, 
domestic violence and genital mutilation, 
raising awareness to each issue and pos-
ing solutions for all of them.
 The documentary will showcase artists 
who are working with leaders in govern-
ment, philanthropy, technology, public 

health and education to create positive 
change. 
 This project was ultimately designed to 
raise awareness in regards to women's 
rights in the United States and abroad, 
promoting art-therapy based solutions 
to the most pressing challenges facing 
women globally. 
 Kruz got her inspiration from the many 
women who were victims to violence 
worldwide. Since then, Kruz dedicates 
much of her time to raise awareness and 
prevention any way possible.  

Shantelle Bonham

Torch Reporter

Women empowering other women
Sophia Kruz presents a movement for change
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“Not buying lottery tickets is like 
winning the lottery very slowly.”

  - Kip Biby
See page 8 for story

The Ferris State Torch 
is published on 27 

Wednesdays throughout 
the academic year. This  
student-run newspaper 

is printed by 
The Pioneer Group.

OUR LOCATION
Alumni Building 013

410 Oak Street
Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307
www.fsutorch.com/let-

ter-to-the-editor/

 The Ferris State Torch  
welcomes comments on 
 topics of interest to the general 
readership. Letters should not 
exceed 300 words in length and 
The Torch reserves the right to 
edit for length. Letters will not  
be edited for grammar, punctu-
ation or spelling. The Torch will 
not print letters deemed to be 
libelous or obscene. All letters 
must be signed by their authors 
and include his or her phone 
number. 
 Unsigned editorials appearing 
on this page are the opinion of 
The Torch and do not neces-
sarily represent the opinion of 
the university’s administration, 
faculty or staff. Signed columns 
represent the opinion of the writ-
er. Inquiries regarding editorial 
content should be directed to 
the Editor in Chief at  
(231) 591-5978.

 To advertise with the Torch, 
contact Alexis Huntey at the 

Pioneer Group:
(231) 592-8391.

ahuntey@pioneergroup.com

 Student media retain the same 
rights, responsibilities, privileges 
and protections afforded by the 
First and Fourteenth Amendments 
of the U.S. Constitution and under 
applicable state laws.
 The Torch and fsutorch.com, the 
student newspaper and its accom-
panying online version focused on 
Ferris State University, are public 
forums for student expression. Stu-
dent editors have the authority and 
responsibility to make all content 
decisions without censorship or ad-
vanced approval for both the print 
and online editions of the student 
newspapers.

 From the early 1900s all the way to the late 
1950s, the city of Detroit was the manufacturing 
capital of America. Though the city was well known 
for its mass-production of cars, Detroit also played 
a massive role in providing ammo, tanks and other 
products for the military in the second world war. 
 It wasn’t until the late 1960s that Detroit saw a 
frightening decline in production, growth and mo-
rale. Jobs started moving out of Detroit due in part 
to the rise of labor unions, and the city’s middle 
class took off to the suburbs in response to the 
riots and the decline of property value as a result 
of government interventions like rent controls.
 For years, liberal democratic leadership has 
dug the city into a massive hole, leading ultimate-
ly to the city filing for bankruptcy in July of 2013. 
Mayors like Coleman Young and Kwame Kilpatrick 
were some of the worst mayors a major city has 
ever seen. Issues with these city leaders are far 
too complex to tackle in this article but to put it in 
perspective, the key to Detroit was given to former 
murderous dictator of Iraq, Saddam Hussein by 
Young and currently there is a cold, dark prison cell 
in Texas occupied by Kilpatrick. 
 But there is hope. A place that has been haunted 
by democratic socialistic policies for over 50 years 
is finally making a rebound through just the thing 
so many of my fellow millennials hate; big busi-
ness.
 These days the city of Detroit is beginning 
to see somewhat of a turnaround with devel-
opments coming rapidly in districts like down-
town and midtown. Businessmen like Mike Il-
litch and Dan Gilbert have been investing huge 

amounts of money into the city. Illitch, owner of 
Little Caesars Pizza, the Tigers and the Red Wings, 
has recently put forth a plan to build a brand new 
billion dollar arena for the Red Wings in the mid-
town area of the city. Gilbert, owner of Quicken 
Loans, has bought several properties all over the 
city which he plans to add to and renovate. The 
Quicken Loans owner and Michigan State graduate 
also has future plans to do a complete renovation 
on the Greektown district downtown and was a ma-
jor voice in the M1 Woodward light-rail project set 
to open in 2017.
 Developments like these by the men and women 
of big business are what fuel the spirit of the city. 
Job opportunities have the potential to put people 
back to work and to put the city back on top where 
it belongs.
 The work of Gilbert and Illitich are prime exam-
ples of what capitalism can do to a city with as 
much promise as Detroit. Instead of criticizing and 
fearing these two businessmen becoming wealthi-
er, we should hope they do so that they can contin-
ue to invest in a city we all know and love. 

Not dead yet
How big business is saving Detroit

Jake Law
Guest Writer

 Here at the Torch we pride ourselves in being completely run by students. We have student writers, 
photographers, production people and a multitude of others who make the paper possible. And you, 
as a Ferris student, must understand that this is your newspaper. 
 For us to be the voice of the students, we cannot limit ourselves to just students that work at the 
Torch. So this is your opportunity to have your voice heard. I mean, you could just post a Facebook 
status, but that’s hardly something you can brag to your friends about. 
 Write about anything you have an opinion on—classes, policies, politics, issues that matter to you. 
Send me your personal diary. It probably won’t make print but at least I’ll have something to read that 
does not involve Donald Trump. 
 My email is at the top of this section. Send an email with your opinion attached, and I will be in 
touch. Let’s write!
           - Kip Biby, Opinions Editor

Feeling opinionated?

 Jake Law is from Canton, Michigan and is a ju-
nior at Ferris studying Political Science. He is the 
secretary of College Republicans. 

 Don’t let recency fool you, this 
season was a huge deal for Ferris 
hockey.
 Yes, it’s true that the Bulldogs 
have made an NCAA Tournament 
run three times in the past five 
years. Yes, it’s true that they’ve at 
least made it to the WCHA Final Five 
semifinals every year since joining 
the conference in 2013. And who 
could forget Ferris’ incredible run 
into the Frozen Four where they fell 
just short of the national champion-
ship in the 2011-12 season?
 As Ferris fans, it’s important to 
not be desensitized to success on 
the ice. It was not always this way.
 Ferris State head coach Bob 
Daniels has been the head of the 
organization for 24 years, and has 
claimed four conference champion-
ships for FSU. He’s seen plenty of 

success with the Bulldogs, having 
racked up 417 total wins during his 
tenure in Big Rapids, and holds the 
crown as the  winningest coach in 
Ferris State history. 
 Daniels is the finest coach to ever 
stand behind the Ferris bench, but 
still, he’s never led the Dawgs to a 
national championship.
 It’s just not an easy thing to do.
 Ferris has been dubbed a hock-
ey school by many, but it certainly 
isn’t the premier hockey school in 
the country. Daniels must compete 
to bring in top talent with the likes 
of Boston College, the University 
of North Dakota, and even in-state 
competitor the University of Michi-
gan-Ann Arbor.
 Teams like these seem to send 
multiple players to the NHL every 
year. They have little trouble draw-

ing in the biggest fish in the college 
hockey pond to play for their teams.
 Meanwhile, the only Bulldog on 
the active roster that has been draft-
ed is junior forward Kyle Schempp, 
who was selected in the sixth round 
by the New York Islanders in the 
2014 NHL Entry Draft.
 Ferris hockey must rely on funda-
mentals and leadership, rather than 
a rotating door of constant fresh-
men phenoms, because they’re just 
so rare.
 A look at the last quarter century 
of Bulldogs’ hockey shows stability, 
with blips of monumental success. 
It just so happens, that many of 
those blips have occurred in the last 
five years.
 What’s with the sudden upswing? 
We weren’t always competing for 
national championships every few 

years.
 Perhaps the seniors on the team 
are as much to thank as Daniels is 
for the Bulldogs’ success.
 Ferris fifth year senior defensem-
an Simon Denis led an experienced 
defensive core consisting of three 
other senior skaters. Denis, with 
fellow senior defenders Zach Dorer, 
Brandon Anselmini and Sean O’Ro-
urke logged 541 games of com-
bined experience for the Bulldogs.
 Senior forwards Kenny Babins-
ki and Matt Robertson, along with 
senior goalie Ruben Medrano also 
add a veteran presence in the lock-
er room.
 This season was nothing short of 
incredible, and it’s important to not 
let the recent string of success be-
little that. The future—and present—
are looking bright for the Bulldogs.
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Join us for a jam-packed, 2-day event with exciting presentations from media professionals working 

in exciting careers l ike fi lmmaking, sound design, software, game design and others! 

Speakers wil l  share their experience in:
- Adventure Videography    -Documentary Filmmaking   -Game Design for “The Sims”    

       -Sound FX for “Family Guy” and “Daredevil”      -Video Freelancing 

               -Software Engineering for the “Microsoft HoloLens” 

The Ferris Media Festival is co-sponsored by Media Communications Association RSO, College of Education and Human Services, College of Arts and Sciences, 
Center for Latin@ Studies,  American Marketing Association RSO, Diversity and Inclusion, and the Television and Digital Media Production Program. 
Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For information on the University’s policy on non-discrimination, visit ferris.edu/non-discrimination. Any 
person with a disability who needs special accommodations to attend this event should contact 231-591-2712 or burgor@ferris.edu at least 72 hours in advance.

ferris.edu/digitalmedia/mediafestival

thApril 15
9:00am-4:30pm
University Center 202 A,B,C

“Creating4Change”
Documentary Screening/Q&A

www.creating4change.com

April 14
7:00pm-9:00pm
Business 111

For more information visit:
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231-769-8320 
14905 220th Big Rapids

www.qualitycarandtruckrepair.com • CERTIFIED PROFESSIONALS ON DUTY

Complete Auto, Truck,  
SUV & RV Service

Hit a Pothole?
Come see us this spring for 
all your car’s maintenance needs!

applies to most repairs

Hit a Pothole?

Sympathy for 
the Devil

How about something different this summer?
Instead of a lecture, 

sign up for  
Dr. Mehler’s Show,

Hist 121 001
CRN 50896

Session: May 17-June 28

Hist 122 001
CRN 50897

Session: June 29-Aug. 10
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When gambling 
becomes an issue

 How much money are you going to win from March 
Madness? Actually, the better question is how much 
are you going to lose? 
 There is no doubt that when you have money on a 
game it is more fun to watch. Hell, I think that’s the 
only reason they still broadcast tennis. But what is 
not fun is your landlord showing up at your door to 
tell you the rent is past due. Even worse when he 
or she has a baseball bat. I guess there are worse 
things a landlord could do, ask Chapman Housing. 
 I am not sitting here telling you not to gamble. I 
even think they should loosen gambling laws and  
allow people to bet all they want. But I would like 
to share my thoughts, as a reasonable budgeter, on 
why I think gambling can be a huge waste of money.
 I came up with this phrase a couple of mega mil-
lions ago, “Not buying lottery tickets is like winning 
the lottery very slowly.” I put it in quotations because 
I feel that it will one day be a famous quote, used by 
millions to explain their anti-gambling ways. Ameri-
cans love their lottery tickets. According to Derek 
Thompson from The Atlantic Magazine, in 2014, 70 
billion dollars were spent on lottery tickets in this 
country. 
 What this tells me is that people want easy money 
and there is no easier money than winning the lot-
tery. I get that. I would love to win millions of dollars, 
move to wherever and do whatever. But I understand 
that in order to achieve my goal of moving to wherev-

er, I have to, as A$AP Ferg says, “put in work.”
 There is no point in me telling you how low the 
odds are of a gambling habit paying off, also there is 
no point in me telling you to work hard and blah blah 
blah. You’ve heard it all before. 
 To be fair, the majority of people who gamble do 
not have a problem and gamble just occasionally for 
fun. Betting a few dollars on a game, playing Keno at 
The Gate or buying a scratch-off once in a while prob-
ably won’t lead to your financial demise. But when it 
becomes a habit, life gets real hard real fast. 
 Experts estimate that about five percent of gam-
blers struggle with a gambling addiction. These ad-
dictions, like all addictions, are not pretty. We’ve all 
had the unpleasant stress that goes along with not 
knowing how we are going to continue to pay for our 
Netflix subscription, but imagine the crippling anxiety 
and guilt that goes along with not being able to feed 
your family. 
 Got a bit dark there, I know. Gambling can be the 
only fun way to watch NASCAR, or it can be a death 
sentence to your financial stability. Just remember 
the easy rule of thumb: if you can’t afford to lose it, 
don’t gamble it. 

Kip Biby
Opinions Editor

Gentleman’s 
game?

Inequality on golf’s 
biggest stage

 The sport of golf is often considered a “gentleman’s 
game,” but at Augusta National Golf Club, the home 
course of The Masters Tournament, the term may be tak-
en a little too seriously.
 Augusta National is widely considered the greatest golf 
course in the United States, and it received the top spot in 
Golf Digest’s list of America’s 100 Greatest Golf Courses. 
What isn’t so great about Augusta is their membership 
policy.
 One doesn’t simply apply for a membership at Augus-
ta, you must be nominated by a current member.  Since 
Augusta likes to keep their membership number around 
300, new members typically aren’t admitted unless some-
one quits their membership or they die, and you don’t quit 
a membership at Augusta.
 But if you’re a woman, don’t plan on hitting the links 
at Augusta anytime soon. Of their roughly 300 members, 
only three of them are women. That’s one percent.
 There were no female members at Augusta until 2012,  
when former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and 
Darla Moore, a financier from South Carolina, were invited 
to become members.
 In 2014, a third female, IBM CEO Virginia Rometty ac-
cepted a membership to Augusta, bringing the female 
member number to a grand total of three. 
 Discrimination is nothing new at Augusta, though. The 
course didn’t have a single black member until 1990 
when Ron Townsend, a Gannett television division pres-
ident, was extended an invitation to become a member 
at the course.
 The course also used to boast all-white members, while 
all of their caddies were black. It wasn’t until 1983, when 
pros were finally allowed to bring their own caddies to The 
Masters, that the bag jockeys were any color but black.
 Since Augusta is a private course, they have complete 
control over who can become a member. 
 The Masters is the first of four major championships on 
the PGA Tour and it is the only major to be played at the 
same course every year. It is the biggest golf tournament 
of the year. Ask anyone.
 Though there is no denying the sheer beauty and land-
scape of Augusta, it is tough to overlook the overwhelming 
discrimination at golf’s greatest course.
 So, if you plan to tune in to watch The Masters, which 
airs next Thursday through Sunday, April 7-10, think about 
what you just finished reading. Who knows? Maybe you’ll 
even change the channel.

Marshall Scheldt
Sports Editor

Join us at the Torch!

WE ARE HIRING

Looking for:

Writers

Photographers

Come and visit us

and fill out an 

application!

or contact OUR EIC:

Keith salowich

Photo courtesy of MCT Campus

If you can’t afford to lose it, then don’t bet it. After all, the house always wins.
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Eisler Says:
“The Tire Fire is nothing but 
a slanderous cockroach that 
must be stomped out. I wish 
they would stop quoting me 
in that rag.”

Tire  Fire Satirical insert laced with absurdity, hyperbole and going way too far

Pull out this section for the hardest-hitting fake news ever put to print

Ferristein's monster
“Dalexared Vandangelo-Astormadden” creature nearing completion

Harrison Volt
Swim Champion

 Ferris State athletics have seen 
unprecedented heights of success 
in recent years, and one science 
nerd is looking to continue the 
Bulldogs’ domination on every 
field of play.
 Ferris State biology major, 
Gene Poole, is in the process of a 
new genetics project that would 
help Ferris State athletics in every 
sport.
 Poole’s plan was to extract 
DNA from some of Ferris State’s 
best athletes, stir the DNA togeth-
er in a petri dish, water it twice a 
day, place it under direct sunlight 
and wait for a “super-athlete” to 
grow within a couple months.
The project is more than halfway 
finished and seems to be going 
well, according to Poole.
 “My goal is to take the 
strengths from multiple athletes 
and mash them all together to 
create a super-athlete,” said Poole.
 He has taken DNA from Ferris 
goaltender Darren Smith to help 
with reflexes and dual-athlete 
Alexis Huntey to provide adapt-
ability.
 Poole also took DNA from 
center Jared Stolicker for height, 
quarterback Jason Vander Laan 
for arm strength and track star 
Damonta Madden’s legs for speed 
and agility.
 Recently, Poole extracted DNA 
from outfielder Alexx Astor-
ga for hand-eye coordination, 
linebacker Anthony Darkangelo 
for strength and cross-country 
runner Logan Hammer for en-

durance.
 Poole said that he wants to 
name the project Dalexared Van-
dangelo-Astormadden, honoring 
all athletes who participated in 
the project.
 According to each of the ath-
letes involved, they were entirely 
unaware of anybody retrieving 
samples of their DNA. Several 
were seeking restraining orders 
against Poole shortly after discov-
ering his motives.
 “I really hope that upon com-
pletion, my super-athlete could 
play for any Ferris State team 
that needed them,” Poole said. 
“I wanted my creation’s sex to 
remain ambiguous so that them 
could play for a men’s or women’s 

team without breaking any rules.”
 Poole says that he has already 
approached coaches about his 
project and has heard mixed 
reviews.
 “Most coaches think that I 
shouldn’t be trying to play God, 
but they probably don’t even read 
the Bible,” said Poole. “One coach 
asked me if I had ever seen “Fran-
kenstein,” “Terminator” or “The 
Incredible Hulk.” I’ve obviously 
seen all three. Where do you 
think I got this idea?”
 The specimen’s development 
is nearing completion, and is 
planned to be unveiled on April 
15. The super-athlete should be 
able to enroll at Ferris State in the 
2016 fall semester.
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Keep complaining about parking when you 
leave for class five minutes before it starts, 

then can’t find a spot directly adjacent to the 
Business Building. If we all whine enough, 

I’m sure Ferris will build a multi-level 
parking garage.

Let’s just get this over with
Students set to participate in Big Event; will return to 

being assholes to locals immediately after
Courtney Costello
Drag Queen

 Ferris’ Big Event is just around the 
corner, and citizens of Big Rapids 
could not be more excited for their one 
day of respite from college students’ 
antics.
 “I just love having the students 
come out to help around my yard 
during the Big Event every year,” 
64-year-old and lifelong Big Rapids 
resident Evelyn Popsley said. “Though, 
I wish they wouldn’t play loud music 
and throw up in my petunia garden 
the other 364 days a year.”
 The Big Event is an annual volun-
teer effort that sees hundreds of Ferris 
State students volunteering their time 
to perform labor around the houses of 
Big Rapids residents. Drawing 1,620 
student volunteers last year, the event 
acts as a way of thanking the sur-
rounding community and encouraging 
humanitarianism.
 Yet residents of Big Rapids aren’t the 
only ones benefiting from the annual 
volunteer event.
 “It just makes me feel so good to 
help out citizens in the surrounding 
area,” Ferris technical and professional 
communication junior Carley Succo-
tash said during last year’s event. “I 

love—”
 Succotash could not be reached 
for further comment, as she stopped 
mid-sentence to take several selfies 
with a rake in front of a house she was 
meant to be working on. At press time, 
the photo had accumulated 23 likes on 
Instagram, after being edited with a 
favorable filter.
 Though the event is typically 
well-received by those it helps to serve, 
not all Big Rapids residents are thrilled 
after being cold called by students 
offering their volunteer efforts.
 “These prissy college kids think 
they’ve done a service just because 
they offer to clean out my gutters,” 
71-year-old Paul Gerbstreet said. “I 
was fighting in ‘Nam when I was their 
age. They don’t know real service.”
 Gerbstreet believed that the stu-
dents’ actions during the Big Event are 
more about selfish purging of guilt, 
rather than actual good-hearted ser-
vice for the community.
 “Just because they act civil for one 
day doesn’t mean they get a pass to be 
total assholes for the rest of the year,” 
Gerbstreet said.
 The Big Event will take place on 
April 16, and students or entire orga-
nizations can volunteer until the day of 
the event.

SUCCESS!
Student Government burns through entire 

student funds budget

Oliver Quint
Moustached Shaman

 Ferris State’s Finance 
Division and Student 
Government have once 
again successfully ac-
complished their task of 
spending the entirety of 
the student fees fund.
 Each year, the groups 
are asked to decide how 
over $300,000 in stu-
dent funds are spent, 
and they did so by using 
it to fund their deci-
sion-making meetings.

 “We really killed two 
birds with one stone 
with this one,” Student 
Government Treasurer 
Benjamin Brackett said. 
“We were able to make 
ourselves look busy all 
year with meetings and 
spent all of the money 
we were asked to. The 
catering at each meet-
ing was a big part of 
the spending, and we 
used a good chunk of 
the funds to get tailored 
formal wear, so that we 
wouldn’t have any issues 
with the dress code at 
our meetings.”
 Due to persistent 
leadership and diligent 
work within Student 
Government, their an-
nual spending goal was 
met for the 57th consec-
utive year.
 “It didn’t happen 
overnight, but after a lot 
of directionless meet-
ings and pointless dis-
plays of fabricated im-
portance, we were able 
to get it done,” Student 
Government President 

Wayne Bersano said.
 “I’m incredibly proud 
of my associates. It’s 
no small task burning 
through that much 
money while attempting 
to decide how to use 
it. It was truly a team 
effort, and I wouldn’t 
have been able to do it 
without the rest of stu-
dent government, nor 
without the thousands 
of dollars the university 
trusted us to spend re-
sponsibly,” Bersano said.
 Yet not everybody 

outside of Student Gov-
ernment is as excited to 
hear news of the accom-
plishment.
 “I kind of wish they 
would’ve used it in a 
more proactive way for 
the rest of the students, 
but I guess I’m glad 
someone got to enjoy 
the funds,” Ferris biol-
ogy sophomore Evelyn 
McMillen said.
 Nearly every Ferris 
student must pay an ad-
ditional $20 towards the 
fund. Because the funds 
are raised through stu-
dent fees, Ferris students 
are going to extreme 
lengths to see that they 
reap the benefits of their 
spending.
 “I had absolutely 
no interest in joining 
Finance Division be-
fore, but now I’m totally 
going for it. At least then 
I’ll get something out of 
that 20 bucks I had to 
spend,” Ferris account-
ing senior Philip Dirnt 
said.

“I had absolutely no in-

terest in joining Finance 

Division before, but now 

I’m totally going for it.”
              - Philip Dirnt

[ [
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Pisces: Feb. 19-March 20
You’re a special snowflake! Sure, there 
are 7.125 billion people that also live on 
this planet, but not all of them survived a 
botched abortion like you did!

Taurus: April 20-May 20
Your acceptance into grad school is actually 
just a long-developing epic April Fool’s prank.

Aries: March 21-April 19
Get out now, while you still can.

Gemini: May 21-June 20
You’re smart, attractive and your laugh is absolutely 
infectious! Literally, because you’ve contracted the 
plague.

Leo: July 23-Aug. 22
The complexity and depth of your amazing person-
ality are rivaled only by your beauty. Oops! Take that 
that back. The stars were actually talking about Virgos 
here.

Cancer: June 21-July 22
All that time you spent learning Spanish is 
never going to pay off. 

Virgo: Aug. 23-Sept. 22
The stars changed their minds. You’re dumb 
and gross too.

Saggitarius: Nov.22-Dec. 21
You’re incredibly attractive, but only to lions, and 
only because they want to consume your flesh. 
Avoid the plains of Africa at all cost.

Scorpio: Oct. 23-Nov.21
Next Tuesday you’ll breathe in oxygen, 
exhale carbonm dioxide, then burst into 
multi-colored flames spontaneously.

Libra: Sept. 23-Oct.22
No matter how hard you work in school, or how 
successful you are in your career, you’ll still be the 
fattest person at your high school reunion.

Capricorn: Dec. 22-Jan.19
You’ll accidentally slip into a wormhole 
which will transport you to another dimen-
sion. This new dimension will be exactly 
parallel to ours, with the only difference 
being that at least one person will like you.

Aquarius: Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Have you ever heard of “urethral lesions?” Well you 
might want to start doing some research, because the 
stars predict it’s right around the corner for you.

Ask Woodbridge
Horror-scopes

Submit questions to 
fsutirefire@gmail.com 

for a chance to see 
Woodbridge N. Ferris 
give you personalized 

advice

 “I’m in love with my roommate’s boy-
friend. We brushed hands once, and I really 
felt a spark between us. I don’t know what to 
do. Should I tell him? Should I tell my room-
mate? I can really see a future with this guy. 
Sometimes I fantasize that something terri-
ble will happen to her so that I can make him 
fall in love with me.”

     - Romantic Roommate

 First of all, chill the hell out. What kind 
of person falls in love with their roommate’s 
boyfriend? And over a simple brushing of 
hands? You’re obviously insane. 
 Do not tell him how you feel. Do not tell 
anyone how you feel. In fact, collect all cop-
ies of this and light it on fire. Do you want 
your roommate to smother you in the night? 
I can guarantee that’s what she’ll try to do if 
you tell her. 
 But hey, in the off chance that something 
terrible does happen to her, then make your 
move, sister.
                          - Woodbridge

 “My ex is trying to come back into my life. 
He started texting me out of the blue a few 
weeks ago. I don’t know why he’s talking to 
me again or what I should do about it. Is he 
just lonely and looking to hook up? Does he 
want to get back together?”

      - Addled Ex-girlfriend

 Obviously, you should sleep with him. 
Let’s be real here, that’s all he really wants. 
This will cause all those old feelings to 
reemerge, and when he tells you he doesn’t 
want to get back together, you will, of 
course, become distraught. However, your 
emotional distress will cause you to lose 
approximately five pounds, and that’s the 
real priority here, isn’t it?
 It is likely that your recent weight loss 
will lead to a new confidence. Perhaps this 
new confidence will attract new mates. 
Sleep with all of them. Show your ex you 
don’t give a shit.
                            
           - Woodbridge
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Professor from hell
Ferris English professor confirmed to be she-devil

Dick Wither
Eyebrow Aficionado

 An unidentified flying object was spotted near Ferris’ North 
Quad on March 26, prompting FSU’s Department of Public 
Safety to issue a campus-wide warning via text message and 
email.
 The message was brief, leaving only the known facts, as there 
is a 140 character limit on the messages, and DPS is careful to 
not report any misinformation.
 “A huge disc was seen floating near North Quad at 4:30 p.m. 
Though it wasn’t a frisbee it was similar in shape, but not in size. 
See www.ferr—,” the message read before reaching its character 
limit. 
 According to Director of DPS Bruce Borkovich, once the 
investigation into the disc has concluded, the department may 
consider extending the character limit so that vital information 
can be included.

Invasion?

Yolanda Johnson
Short Order Cook

 While most people packed their bags and happily headed 
home for the mid-semester recess to see family and friends, 
not everybody was wholly satisfied with some of the specifics 
involved. 
 Although Ferris has recently implemented a new diversity 
and inclusion plan in an effort to make sure students from all 
walks of life feel comfortable at the university, some people 
just aren’t ready for change. 
 “I just don’t understand why we can’t call it Easter break 
anymore,” said chemistry freshman Jonah Abraham. “Most of 
the students are white Christians, right?”
 Some students argue that the Christians are just the best at 
making themselves known though, not necessarily the most 
prominent group.
 “I get handed a pocket Bible pretty much every day on my 
way to class,” said graphic design junior Randall Sutchert. “I 
tried explaining that I’m an atheist, but they keep telling me 
to read it anyway.”
 Amanda Baylon is the head of Real Life, a Christian organi-
zation on campus. She also commented on the issue of abor-
tion, quickly changing the topic from what was actually being 
discussed. 
 “What if somebody aborts the next Jesus?” said Babylon. 
“Nobody should be able to make decisions about their bodies 
if it could mean none of us being saved.” 
 Abraham thinks there is just a lack of knowledge about the 
Christian religion among the student body. 
 “I think everybody should be required to read the Bible, 
too,” said Abraham. “Then they’re more thankful and have an 
understanding of why they’re being given time off school.” 
 Real Life will be hosting a workshop on March 31 in room 
202A of the University Center, celebrating Women’s History 
Month by teaching women how to be more godly for their 
husbands by raising kids and not challenging his authority. 
 The event will take place at 7 p.m. and students are encour-
aged to bring their Bibles, but if you don’t have one, a New 
Testament pocket Bible will be provided for you. 

Easter break
Salvatore Opossum
Sassafrass Collector

 Many Ferris students strug-
gle with difficult professors—
whether it be with tough assign-
ments, favoritism, or a crippling 
sense of hatred and worthless-
ness—but what do you do when 
your professor is a real-life 
she-devil?
 After several complaints to 
the College of Arts and Sciences 
Dean last month, the university 
has confirmed that Karin De-
monica, a professor of English, 
is actually a she-devil.
 “I knew something wasn’t 
right when she told us that if 
we didn’t have our homework 
done she was going to damn 
our souls to an eternity in hell,” 
Ferris social work sophomore 
Katie Owens said.
 According to Ferris engineer-
ing junior Thomas Melbatoast, 
he had to withdraw from her 
class because of the emotional 
damage it caused.
 “I couldn’t handle it,” Mel-
batoast said. “I had nightmares 
about her murdering me be-
cause I didn’t care enough about 
an assignment.”
 Another student, Ferris 
biology senior Sean King, said 
that Demonica actually lit him 
on fire for being 30 seconds late 

to class.
 “I’m not kidding,” King said. 
“She looked at me, became 
enraged and then suddenly, I 
combusted. I will never be late 
again. I’ll also never walk again.”
 “I’m just preparing these 
snot-nosed brats for the real 
world,” Demonica said. “They 
don’t realize how hard their 
careers are going to be; not 
every professor is as honest and 
helpful as I am.”
 There have also been re-
ports that Demonica summons 
demons during her office hours 
and sacrifices students who fail 
her class.
 “Professor Demonica is the 
worst professor I’ve had at Fer-
ris. She says that she’s preparing 
us for the real world, but the 
real world won’t be like this un-
less Trump becomes president,” 
said Ferris automotive freshman 
Britney Spheres.
 “Frankly, I hope she goes 
back to where she came from,” 
said King.
 Although many complaints 
about Demonica have been 
reported, the university has no 
current plans to remove her 
from the department. Regard-
less of the fact that “she’s a 
horrendous villain who makes 
students want to drop out and 
hang themselves,” Spheres said.



SPORTS Marshall Scheldt
Sports Editor 

mscheldt99@gmail.com

“The offense we are creat-
ing now fits all of our quar-

terbacks.”
  - Shakur Sanders

See below for story
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Spring pigskin preparation

Ferris football beginning spring practice

 The Bulldog football team has seen a few out-
standing seasons fly by under the command of head 
coach Tony Annese. The flowers are blossoming and 
the birds are chirping, which can only mean one 
thing. Spring practices have begun.
 Ferris State football may never be the same with-
out Jason Vander Laan at the helm, but with the end 
of the JVL era comes the dawn of a new one.
 The team took to Top Taggart Field on Friday, 
March 18, for their first spring practice of the year.  
With the graduation of guys like Vander Laan, Justin 
Zimmer and Jake Lampman, the coaching staff are 
looking for other men to take charge. Bulldog offen-
sive coordinator Ryan Brady is ready to see who is 
going to step up to fill big voids left by last season’s 
senior class.
 “Obviously, you do not replace a guy like Vander 
Laan,” Brady said. “But it presents a great oppor-
tunity for a lot of guys at the quarterback position. 
Currently, all six quarterbacks are getting quality reps 

and all are making really good progress. Our expecta-
tions as a program will not change with the departure 
of guys like Vander Laan, Zimmer and Lampman.”
 Brady also talked about whether or not we can 
expect to see a shift in the play style for the 2016 
season.
 “Every year as a coaching staff, you tweak your sys-
tem both offensively and defensively. This year will 
be no different,” Brady said. “As a coach, you design 

and implement your system to fit 
the strengths of your players. We 
have recruited very well at Ferris 
State and every class has been 
better than the previous, so we are 
looking forward to seeing some 
guys, young and old, have break-
out seasons.”
 Wide receiver Shakur Sanders 
will be entering his senior season 

with the Bulldogs. He was a dependable set of hands 
for Vander Laan last year, totaling six touchdowns on 
the season. Sanders said that we can expect to see 
a very similar offensive style but with less deigned 
quarterback runs.

 “We will definitely throw the ball a lot more; the 
coaches want to utilize the weapons they have on the 
field,” Sanders said. “The quarterback position will 
determine one thing and that is who the starter will 
be. The offense we are creating now fits all of our 
quarterbacks.”

 Both Sanders and Brady gave 
names such as sophomore run-
ning back Jahaan Brown, redshirt 
freshman wide receiver Malik Tay-
lor, sophomore cornerback Jevon-
te Alexander and junior offensive 
lineman Jordan Williams as guys 
who should standout this season 
for the Dawgs.
 The 2016 team will have big 

shoes to fill as a program. The Dawgs went undefeat-
ed in both the 2014 and 2015 regular seasons.
 Ferris State football is currently slated to open 
up their 2016 regular season against the team who 
brought their 2014 undefeated season to an end, 
the Panthers of Ohio Dominican. Kickoff will be in Big 
Rapids at Top Taggart Field on Saturday, Sept. 3.

Beau Jensen

Torch Reporter

Photo by: Evan Dulac | Multimedia Editor

Several graduating seniors left a series of question marks on the field for the Bulldogs. Perhaps the most pivotal question, is who will replace quarterback Jason Vander Laan under center next season?

Ryan Brady

Shakur Sanders
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and dryer. Pets are welcome for an additional fee. 
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the account.

DID YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND ALL OF 
YOUR LEASE?

Renter’s Checklist

SERVICING ALL 
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New, Used & Certified Pre Owned Vehicles
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You!
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Torch Reporter

    Ferris junior Bailey Darwin led Ferris 
softball to four straight wins over the week-
end against Lake Erie and Ashland.
 The infielder from Chelsea earned Top 
Dawg for her hitting efficiency and scoring 

which contributed to a high-scoring road 
trip for the Dawgs. Darwin had nine hits in 
14 at-bats, nine RBIs, and four runs in the 
four games.
    On Friday, Ferris beat Lake Erie 9-6 
then 8-0 with the second game ending in 
the sixth inning. Darwin did most of her 
damage against Lake Erie earning three 
runs and six RBIs in the double-header. On 

Saturday, Ferris beat Ashland 5-2 and then 
7-4. Darwin did not earn as many runs in 
that double-header but still had five hits in 
seven trips to the plate.
    Darwin is second on her team in hits, 
runs and RBIs with 32, 16 and 21 respec-
tively. She is second to sophomore outfield-
er Alexx Astorga who is fourth in-confer-
ence in those categories. These two have 

aided in Ferris softball’s nice start with a 
19-9 overall record and 4-0 conference re-
cord as of Saturday. 
 Tied for first in the GLIAC, the Bulldogs 
will look to keep their in-conference win-
ning streak alive at Grand Valley State. 
Game one starts at noon and game two is 
scheduled for 2 p.m. on Sunday, April 3.



Ferris State University does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion or creed, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, marital status, veteran or 
military status, height, weight, protected disability, genetic 
information, or any other characteristic protected by applicable 
State or federal laws or regulations in education, employment, 
housing, public services, or other University operations, 
including, but not limited to, admissions, programs, activities, 
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job training, classification, referral, or retention. Retaliation 
against any person making a charge, filing a legitimate 
complaint, testifying, or participating in any discrimination 
investigation or proceeding is prohibited.

Students with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation 
may contact Educational Counseling & Disabilities Services at 
(231) 591-3057 in Big Rapids, or the Director of Counseling, 
Disability & Tutoring Services for Kendall College of Art and 
Design at (616) 451-2787 ext. 1136 in Grand Rapids. 
Employees and other members of the University community 
with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may 
contact the Human Resources Department, 420 Oak St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or call (231) 591-2150.

Inquiries or complaints of discrimination may be addressed to 
the Director of Equal Opportunity, 120 East Cedar St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or by telephone at (231) 591-2152; or Title 
IX Coordinator, 805 Campus Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307, or by 
telephone at (231) 591-2088. On the KCAD Grand Rapids 
campus, contact the Title IX Deputy Coordinator, 17 Fountain 
St., Grand Rapids, MI 49503, (616) 451-2787 ext. 1113.

Available 
Fall 
2016

ApartmentApartment
4 Bedrooms

$1,000 
semester per 

person

$350 
deposit

231.972.8212 or 989.775.6011
515 Clark St. For more information call:

Plus Utilties

 The Ferris State softball team was coming off of two 
losses to Davenport, but came out strong last week as 
they went undefeated to start conference play. 
    The Bulldogs took on the Lake Erie Storm and the Ash-

land Eagles in double-headers in Ohio 
on Friday, March 25, and Saturday, 
March 26, starting play in the Great 
Lakes Intercollegiate Conference (GLI-
AC) and the Bulldogs are now sitting 
undefeated at 4-0. 
 The Bulldogs took down the Storm 
with their batting power as the Bull-
dogs won the first game 9-6, then the 
follwoing contest 8-0. The Bulldogs 

then had a hard fought battle against the Eagles, but 
the Dawgs found their swing and took the first game 5-2, 
followed by a 7-4 victory.
 Sophomore center fielder Sam Bates gave a little in-
sight as to how the Bulldogs have had success this sea-
son. 
 “A major key that Coach King has been focusing on 
with us is fundamentals. He has really changed a lot of 
our swings and the way we throw. Making us stronger 
and more powerful at the plate and allowing us to throw 
more runners out when in the field,” Bates said. 
 It shows that the Bulldogs are having more success 
at the plate this season as first year coach King has im-
proved the batting average from a .246 mark last year, to 
the Bulldogs now hitting .308 so far this season. 
 “I have been working on being more consistent at the 
plate. Coach has helped with that because he makes 
sure we are locked in when at the plate. Coach has us 
working on inside pitches and really seeing the ball when 
we are in the box,” Bates said.  
 Next up on the schedule for the Bulldogs are the Sagi-
naw Valley State Cardinals, followed by rival Grand Valley 
State.
  “The key to winning those games is being defensively 
strong and having our line-up be consistent at the plate,” 
Bates said. 
 The Bulldogs will be facing SVSU in a double-header 
before taking on Grand Valley on Sunday, April 3. The 
games are set to begin at noon and 2 p.m. at Grand Val-
ley.
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Turning it around
Ferris softball improving 
on last season’s record

Photo courtesy of FSU Photo Services

The softball team has built a 19-9 overall record so far under new head coach Wally King, and has begun conference play 

4-0.

Mark Hansen

Torch Reporter

An open letter to 
Ferris athletes

 Dear Ferris athletes,
 When I took a job at the Torch, I had 
no clue what was in store for me.
 I was only a couple weeks into a 
journalism class and had probably only 
written two articles in my life, and neither of them were published.
 I have always been fascinated with sports, so I had read plenty of articles 
from journalists across the world about every sport from football to cricket. 
That was the only experience I had.
 When I began working at the Torch as a sports reporter, I didn’t know 
much about Ferris athletics besides the fact that our hockey team is usually 
pretty good. 
 After working as a reporter and now the sports editor for the Torch, I am 
now well aware of how talented our athletes are and how much they mean 
to my section.
 There is nothing more depressing than writing about a team that loses ev-
ery week.  But I haven’t had to do much of that because of how good Ferris 
athletics have been in my time with the paper.
 I’ve gotten the privilege of covering three teams who have won back-to-
back GLIAC titles, a hockey team who just made a run into the Elite Eight of 
the NCAA Tourney, two tennis teams that have made it to the NCAA Tourna-
ment and so much more.
 As sports journalists, we don’t create the stories, the athletes do.
 Without the successes of Ferris athletics, the sports section would be a 
depressing section to write, but thanks to all of the hard work from Ferris 
athletes, coaches and staff, it’s a hell of a good time and I wouldn’t trade 
it for anything. 

Thank you,
Marshall Scheldt

Sam Bates

like us on 

facebook at

Ferris State Torch

Marshall Scheldt 
Sports Editor
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Sports Shorts
Beau Jensen

Torch Reporter

Softball soaring 
  The 2014-2015 Bulldog softball totaled only seven wins by 
March 26.  This year, the Lady Dawgs have more than doubled 
that win count with 19 wins in the same amount of time.
 Not only has the team done better to this point, they have al-
ready won more games this season than they did total last sea-
son. The same can be said for the 2013-2014 season where the 
Bulldogs won only 13 games over the course of the season. The 
last winning season came during the 2012-2013 stint when the 
team went 29-16. 
 Sophomore Alexx Astorga has been huge for the Dawgs winning 
season so far. Astorga leads the team in both homeruns and RBIs.
 The Lady Dawgs have a weekend matchup with GLIAC rival 
Grand Valley State University at GVSU on Sunday, April 3 starting 
at noon.

Daaamn Daniels
 Ferris State hockey head coach Bob Daniels has accomplished 
much over his time with the Bulldogs.
 With their NCAA Tournament victory over St. Cloud State last 
Saturday, the Dawgs received their tenth 20 win season in the 
history of the program.  The weekend win also marked the sev-
enth time in Daniels’ career that he has coached a 20 win season.
 The Bulldog community also has Daniels to thank for being at 
the helm of all four of the Dawgs’ Elite Eight trips.
 Coach Daniels has been in the Ferris State program since 
1989.  That is 27 years that the Ferris State faithful have to be 
thankful for.

Quarterback conundrum
 There are some big shoes in need of filling when it comes to the 
Ferris State football program’s quarterback position.
 According to Offensive Coordinator Ryan Brady, there are six 
men vying for the right to start under center. Jason Vander Laan 
has graduated and is currently preparing for a potential career in 
the National Football League.  
 The names of those who could replace JVL include junior Trev-
or Bermingham, freshman Jevon Shaw, freshman John Higgins, 
freshman Travis Russell, sophomore Jordan Haan and sophomore 
Landon Grove.  Bermingham has seen the most playing time of 
the six. He had a 77.4 completion percentage last year with one 
touchdown.
 Though he has the most experience for the Dawgs, that does 
not guarantee a starting position for Bermingham. The Bulldog 
Nation will know whom their starter will be come Saturday, Sept. 
3 when the Dawgs host Ohio Dominican in the first home game 
of the season.

 Ferris football seniors got a chance to 
show their talents to NFL and CFL scouts at 
major university pro days.
 Central Michigan opened its doors on 
March 18 to quarterback Jason Vander Laan, 
receiver Antonio Agurs and offensive tack-
le Cody Dingeldey with scouts from 27 NFL 
teams and two CFL teams attending. 
 Vander Laan worked out as a quarterback 
and tight end. At 6 feet 3 inches and 248 
pounds, JVL is a freakish athlete with a 4.77 
40-yard time, so he has the physical ability to 
play in the NFL. However, some scouts think 
Vander Laan might have to change positions.
 A scout was quoted in the Chicago Tribune 
by Brad Biggs saying, “He’s Tim Tebow 2.0. 
Same offense, same throwing motion. He’s 

going to have to play H-back.”
 Vander Laan has expressed his willingness 
to change positions if need be to play in the 
NFL—something that Tebow would not do, 
which could have led to teams turning away.
 Agurs was approached by multiple NFL 
and AFL teams during his impressive pro day. 
He was the fastest player at the combine with 
a 4.47 40-yard time, but he did not outrun 
the attention of Raider’s scouts prior to the 

pro day.
 The day of the workout, a Raider scout 
texted Agurs telling him to arrive early. The 
Jets, Dolphins, Rams and two AFL teams 
approached Agurs for interviews during the 
event in which the 5-foot-8-inch receiver had 
led all participants with a 2.6 short shuttle 
time and 9-foot-10-inch broad jump.
 Agurs said, “I just want to show scouts that 
I’m talented enough to play on the next level. 
I don’t care where I get drafted. I feel that the 
team that believes in me is the team I want 
to be a part of.”

 Dingeldey showed off his 
strength posting 31 reps in 
the bench press which was 
the third best of the day. He 
also had the fifth longest 
reach at 78 inches.
 The University of Michi-
gan held a pro day on March 
18 with scouts from all 32 
NFL teams present. Receiv-

er Jacob Lampman and defensive end Justin 
Zimmer participated with Zimmer standing 
out among the Div. 1 talent.
 Zimmer put the league on notice by bench-
ing 225 pounds 44 times. The most at this 
year’s NFL combine was 34.
 Zimmer said, “It was nerve wracking hav-
ing all these scouts watching me. I wasn’t 
nervous during the bench because once I got 
into it, I was locked in.”
 His athleticism for his size stood out the 
most. At 300 pounds, he ran a 4.8 second 
40-yard dash and had a 9-foot-9-inch broad 
jump.
 Lampman caught balls well according to 
reports. He ran a 4.57 second 40-yard dash, 
recorded a 39 inch vertical and a 4.35 sec-
ond short shuttle.
 These five players have their hopes set on 
a dream that began when they were kids. 
Now they are a month away from realizing 
that dream as men.

Cody Burkhard

Torch Reporter

Ferris players prepping to 
be professionals

WCHA official dies as a result of pre-game warmup accident

Photo courtesy of GoFundMe

Oliver “Butch” Mousseaux’ referee jersey and skates are featured in the Hockey Hall of Fame 

for his work as the first Native American official to ref in an NHL game.

 Referee Oliver “Butch” Mousseaux lay still 
and unconscious on the ice. He was quickly 
swarmed by paramedics, and the pre-game 
music halted abruptly.
 Confusion and silence fell over the slow-
ly filling arena like a veil, and all eyes were 
locked on the growing pool of blood about the 
injured referee’s head.
 During pre-game warmups before the 
March 18 showdown between Ferris State 
and Michigan Tech, Mousseaux took a hard 
fall on the ice, and his helmet-less head ab-
sorbed much of the impact.
 By the time he was carried off the ice, 
Mousseaux had regained consciousness, 
but once he reached the hospital, he was de-
clared to be in critical condition.
 Mousseaux’s condition would not improve, 
despite the medical team’s efforts to put him 
in a medically-induced coma to fight his in-
tracranial swelling. Mousseaux died just one 
week later, on the morning of March 25. He 
was 48-years-old.
 Following the incident, Mousseaux and his 
family saw an outpouring of support from 
the hockey community. A GoFundMe page 
was started soon after the accident, and be-
tween those donations ($25,000) and funds 
generated by a separate donation page spon-
sored by Dawg Nation Hockey Foundation 
($85,000), over a hundred thousand dollars 

were donated to Mousseaux’s family.
 Mousseaux—a Grosse Point resident and 
Colorado native—was the first Native Ameri-
can referee to work in the NHL. Due to his 
longtime commitment to work in the junior 
hockey and collegiate level and his pioneer-
ing efforts in the NHL, Mousseaux’s referee 
jersey and skates are featured in the Hockey 
Hall of Fame in Toronto, Canada.
 According to an MLive article published 
March 21 by Pete Wallner, Ferris State Head 
Coach Bob Daniels spoke on his admiration 
for the late WCHA official.
 “There is a genuine sincerity and polite-
ness about him that defuses situations,” 
Daniels said. “There’s no question about 
that.”
 The level of support for Mousseaux in the 
wake of his accident was no surprise to Dan-
iels, according to that same article.
 “The hockey community at the collegiate 
level is a fairly small, tight-knit group, and 
there’s no question how well liked universally 
Butch is,” Daniels said. “He’s such a positive 
and caring person. He has the prayers of ev-
eryone.”
 The level of concern on each person’s face 
and absolute silence of the atmosphere was 
perhaps one of the most harrowing experi-
ences of my life. I never knew Mousseaux, 
but it’s obvious that his legacy touched the 
college hockey community, and his lifelong 
devotion to the sport will not soon be forgot-
ten.

Keith Salowich

Editor in Chief

Jason Vander Laan

I just want 
to show scouts 
that I’m talented 
enough to play on 
the next level...

Antonio Agurs

Referee’s fall before FSU’s March 18 game against Michigan Tech proves fatal



LIFESTYLES
Hailey Klingel
Lifestyles Editor 

klingeh@ferris.edu

“You have the title and you 
represent the school in a 

different way.”
  - Lexee Summers
See page 14 for story
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 Donald Trump could be the nominee of the Republican 
Party in the presidential election.
 Trump has said during the Republican debates and at 
his rallies that he plans to cut the Department of Educa-
tion (ED) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
Through cutting ED funds might affect higher education 
students in small ways, cutting funds to the ED wouldn’t 
stop federal aid to students because it’s a cabinet level de-
partment and services wouldn’t stop after cuts.
 However, cutting the ED would affect how student aid 
is granted and distributed. Federal blocks of grant money 

would be made to the states, making the 
state governments responsible for dis-
tributing the funds rather than the feder-
al government.
 “Trump is personally not my first 
choice,” said Ferris criminal justice grad-
uate student and president of College 
Republicans Spencer Redford. “But, I 
think the majority of Republicans will 
most likely support him if he is the nom-

inee. I think Cruz has the most likely chance of getting the 
nomination behind Trump right now, and that’s why I’m 
supporting him.”
 Redford said he supports Cruz because he appears to be 
a stronger constitutionalist than Trump, and Cruz is also a 
fiscal conservative.

 Ferris political science and economics junior and pres-
ident of Young Americans for Liberty Justin Austin argued 
that Trump might be better for the political process and the 

economic future of the United States because he would run 
the country like a businessman rather than a politician.
 “Maybe Trump would go in and actually try to create 
more competition between universities, as far as them 
competing for profit,” said Austin. “Where universities are 
now relying on easy loans to people who shouldn’t be get-
ting them, it would seem with him being the way he is as 
a businessman, he would see that and intervene. What 
does that mean for the college student? It wouldn’t mean 
‘Bernie Sanders free college.’ Trump would be someone 
stepping in and making education more free market, more 
competitive and better for the individual student.”

 Ferris professor of political science Richard Griffin said 
he doesn’t see Trump getting the Republican nomination. 
Also, it’s uncertain if the Republican Party will back Trump 
if he gets a majority of the primary delegates before the 
Cleveland Republican convention in July.
 “The fight now is going on between the Trump support-
ers and the Republican establishment,” said Griffin. “And 
I don’t blame them. They’ll lose control of their party to 
Trump and the ‘Trumpites,’ he’ll move on to something else 
and they’ll be in shambles.”
 Marco Rubio suspended his campaign on March 16, but 
he maintains control of the delegates he’s won ahead of 
the Cleveland Republican National Convention to be used 
as “bargaining chips” in choosing the Republican nominee.
 Ted Cruz is the leader behind Trump, but if Cruz and trail-

ing competitor Kasich can secure enough 
delegates, they’ll have the chance to 
force an open vote for the nominee in 
Cleveland this July, according to Griffin. 
When going into an open convention, it 
could be the presidential nominee is 
chosen on the second or third ballot, and 
according to Griffin the nominee could be 
Kasich.
 “These Trump supporters and Cruz 

supporters don’t see the value of an education, because, 
for the most part, they didn’t get one themselves,” said 
Griffin. “You know what Trump said? ‘I love the poorly ed-
ucated.’ Well, the under-educated person’s vote is just as 
good as yours or mine. I’m not an elitist snob or anything 
like that, but you have to see who he’s appealing to.”

Nick Vander Wulp

Torch Reporter

How would college students be affected under a Trump presidency?

Trump is personally 
not my first choice. But, 
I think the majority of 
Republicans will most 
likely support him if he 
is the nominee.

Spencer Redford

Robert GriffinJustin Austin

Photo  by: Keith Salowich | Editor in Chief

If elected president, Donald Trump plans on cutting the Department of Education and the Environmental Protection Agency. 
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Stardew Valley

Jen Corrie
Torch Reporter

 Hello, my name is Jen. I’m not addicted, but 
I’ve spent 17 hours playing a video game over 
the past two weeks, so I guess you could say 
I have a new obsession at the least: Stardew 
Valley. 
 Stardew Valley is an RPG (role-playing 
game) for Windows that was released in Feb-
ruary. Even though it’s only been available 
for a short time, it’s a top game on Steam, 
which an internet-based distribution gaming 
platform. 
 The storyline begins as you quit your crap-
py corporate job to take over your Grandfa-
ther’s farm. Yes, a farm. Stay with me. You 
live a humble life on the farm, growing crops 
to sell and raising animals, but there’s so 
much more to this game than that. It would 
be hard to fit all the details in a single article, 
but all the attention to detail is what makes 
the game so cool.

 While living in the game, you learn to catch 
fish, work in the extensive mines to procure 
raw materials and other valuable objects and 
help to save the little town from the invading 
“Joja Corporation.” Joja is basically the ‘ene-
my’ in the game and threatens to put all the 
small business owners out of shop. 
 You can interact with all the people who live 
in the town and form relationships with them. 
Like real life, there are friendly residents in 
the town and rude ones. Every character has 
a unique schedule and it changes with the 
seasons. You can even get married in the 
game to your favorite single character after 
you build up their number of “hearts.”  By 

talking to the character often, giving them 
gifts and getting on his or her good side when 
you’re given a choice in dialogue, the charac-
ter’s number of hearts will increase. When it 
gets to ten, you can marry them. 
 Not only is the game fun and relaxing to 
play, but it has a pretty cool story behind it 
as well. A first-time game developer named 
Eric Barone made this game. ONE GUY. Of 
course, since its launch it’s been updated 
and added to, but the fact that one man who 
had never developed a game before pumped 
out this detailed RPG after four years of work 
is incredible. 
 If you’re into casual, relaxed PC games 
in which you can escape from real life, try 
Stardew Valley if you haven’t already. It’s $15 
on Steam and you can play it as much as you 
want, even after the storyline ends. It’s worth 
the hype. 

 Think about how busy your typ-
ical day is.
 Now, imagine fitting in three or 
more hours of athletic activities 
into each day. That’s the life of a 
Ferris student athlete.
 “Being an athlete, you learn 
a lot more time management I 
think than you would not playing 
a sport,” Ferris pre-dental hygiene 
sophomore Lexee Summers said. 
“You kind of get a feel for how it’s 
going to be after you leave college 
and have to juggle a lot of things.”
 Summers, who is from Coloma, 

is the second 
b a s e w o m a n 
for Ferris’ soft-
ball team. The 
softball team 
practices for 
three hours 
every weekday 
and has a few 

games a week. She said she gets 
up around 7:00 a.m. or 7:30 a.m. 
every day and often doesn’t go to 
sleep until around 2 a.m.
 “Coffee is definitely a big thing 
in my life,” Summers said. “I find 
time to sleep, but I need to study, 
too. I feel like I have to really work 
to keep [my grades] as good as I 
can. If I wasn’t a student athlete, I 
would have a lot more time.”
 Ferris mechanical engineering 
technology sophomore Chase 
Benson, who is from Delaware, 
Ohio, runs track and cross coun-
try at Ferris. He said that on top of 
having less free time than a tra-
ditional college student, another 
big difference of being a student 
athlete is how he made his best 
friends.
 “The one thing that surprised 
me about being a student ath-
lete is how close my friends on 
the team and I are,” Benson said. 
“Most of my best friends are on 
the team with me compared to 
the ones in my classes or resi-

dence hall.”
 Though she’s 
given up a lot 
to play col-
lege softball, 
Summers said 
she wouldn’t 
change it.
 “I give up 
a lot of my 

weekends and we don’t ever get 
a spring break because we go 
down to Florida,” Summers said. 
“We always go to Ohio for Ferris 
Fest so we don’t get to do that, 
and we’ve never gone home for 
Easter because we always have a 
tournament. It’s tough, but I love 
playing softball so if I have to give 
something up I’m not going to be 
crushed.”
 Summers said she’ll miss her 
teammates and athlete status 
the most when she’s no longer a 
Bulldog.
 “It’s kind of a like a lifestyle,” 
she said. “Just the sense of be-
ing an athlete… You have the title 
and you represent the school in a 
different kind of way. I’ll miss the 
girls the most, though. I can prob-
ably play slow pitch after here but 
probably not with the same girls.” 

Life as a 
student 
athlete

Lexee Summers

Chase Benson

Hailey Klingel

Lifestyles Editor
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 I’ve been asked, “What do Jews do 
for Easter?” many times in my life. The 
answer is, “Nothing. We celebrate Pass-
over!”
 Passover will begin at sunset on Friday, 
April 22 and commence at sunset on Sat-
urday, April 30.
 The most common religion in America 
is Christianity (77 percent of U.S. adults 
are Christian, according to a 2012 Gallup 
poll). Growing up as a Jew in a predom-
inately Christian country, I learned at a 
young age that my religion was not very 
common, even though I grew up in south-
ern New York, an area with the densest 
population of Jews in the U.S. When I 
came to Ferris, on the first day I moved 
into McNerney Hall, someone told me I 
was the first Jew he had ever met. This sit-
uation repeated itself so many times that 
I’m actually intrigued if anybody I know or 
meet knows anything about Judaism. The 
very few Jews and myself on campus defi-
nitely struggle to keep up with traditions 
and form a community. So far, I’ve met 
three or four Jewish students and actively 
speak to one. 
 The religious ignorance I’ve experi-
enced at Ferris is astounding. I’ve been 
asked why don’t I have horns, larger ears 
and nose, and why I’m not wearing that 
“funny little hat” (Yamaka). I’ve been told 

Hitler had great policies and was a great 
leader and I’ve been asked if I actually 
believe the Holocaust was real. The term 
“Jew’d” is a verb I learned that is used 
when someone feels they were ripped off 
or shorted. 
 The amount of times I’ve been in the 
presence of anti-Semitic statements or 
jokes is innumerable. Most of the time 
the anti-Semite does not know they are 
in the presence of a Jew, mostly because 
they have never previously knowingly met 
a Jewish person. Sometimes someone I 
know will respond with, “Hey Travis is Jew-
ish,” which then leads the anti-Semite to 
follow with, “Oh you know I was just joking, 
bro.” I’m sure you were, bro. Lastly, I’ve 
been asked if I wished I wasn’t Jewish. My 
response is, “Nah.”
 Each year on the first Sunday following 
the ecclesiastical full moon, Christians 
and other dominations celebrate the holi-
day of Easter, which is the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. The only correlation between 
Easter and Passover is Jesus Christ’s res-

urrection occurred during Passover, which 
falls on the 15th day of the Hebrew month 
Nisan. Occasionally celebration dates do 
overlap, but not every year, and not this 
year. Passover is an eight-day festival 
that commemorates Moses leading the 
Hebrew people out of slavery under the 
Egyptian Pharaoh around 1300 B.C. 
 For Passover, Jews have a Seder ser-
vice and dinner on the first and second 
night of the holiday. The quickest Seder 
service I’ve attended was five minutes 
and the longest lasted three hours before 
I could finally eat. The gist of a Seder is to 
remember and understand the hardship 
of the enslaved Jews in Egypt and their 
exodus. The focal points of a Passover 
Seder are:
• Eating matzah (or unleavened bread) 

to show that the Jews had to escape 
and take their bread that had yet to 
rise.

• Eating bitter herbs to commemorate 
the bitter slavery Israelites endured.

• Recite the 10 plagues, which is a di-
vine demonstration of power by Mo-
ses to “Let my people go.”

• Recitation of the Haggadah--a liturgy 
that describes the Exodus.

• Asking and answering the Four Ques-
tions of Passover by the youngest 
member of the table.

• Singing songs and enjoying drinks 
and food while relaxing.

 Besides having a Seder, many Jews 
will go to a Passover service at their Syn-
agogue, and the Rabbi will recite Hebrew 
out of the Torah (“old testament”). While I 
attended religious school, my class would 
put on skits reenacting the story of Pass-
over and sing Passover songs. An exam-
ple of this would be the song, “Pharaoh, 
Pharaoh, Let My People Go!”
 There is one Passover tradition similar 
to Easter egg hunts, which is the hiding of 
the Afikoman. The Afikoman is a half-piece 
of matzah broken into two pieces early 
in the Seder and eventually the head of 
the household hides the Afikoman some-
where in the house. The children search 
the house and the first two children to find 
both pieces win either money or candy.
 So the question of what do Jews do on 
Easter can be answered quite simply: Go 
about our daily business as any normal 
Sunday and do our absolute best to not 
step on any rotten eggs.
 Note: If you are a Jewish student look-
ing for a Jewish community, please feel 
free to join the Ferris State Jews 2015-
2016 Facebook Group or contact the fac-
ulty adviser for Jewish students Dr. Barry 
Mehler at mehlerb@ferris.edu.

Travis Sacher
Torch Reporter

What a 
Jew does 
for Easter
The holiday of Passover
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The Jewish holiday of Passover will be celebrated from April 22 through April 30. Passover, which commemorates 

Moses leading the Hebrew people out of slavery under the Egyptian Pharaoh around 1300 B.C., falls on the 15th day 

of the Hebrew month Nisan.
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