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stay safe

 The many methods of birth 
control are shifting from rare, 
unspoken secrets to a con-
ventional part of today’s so-
ciety, especially for college 
students.  
 As unplanned pregnancy 
and sexually transmitted dis-
eases are becoming a com-
mon topic of discussion, more 
women are taking advantage 
of birth control. For students 
at Ferris, both Birkam Health 
Center and Planned Parent-
hood have become popular 
sources for contraceptives. 
 “We offer a whole range of 
birth control pills, the birth 
control patch, the birth con-
trol ring, the Depo-Provera 
shot, the Nexplanon implant 
in the arm and several differ-
ent IUDs, as well as condoms, 
both internal and external,” 
said Kim Duursma, senior ed-
ucation specialist at Planned 
Parenthood. 
 Although Planned Parent-
hood does not collect infor-
mation about Ferris students, 
they can testify that Ferris 
students do access their ser-
vices. 
 “Birth control pills are still 
the most popular method in 
the U.S. However, implants 
and IUDs are gaining in pop-
ularity because of effective-
ness,” Duursma said. 
 Planned Parenthood is 
roughly three blocks away 
from Ferris; however, stu-
dents have found Birkam to 
be another source for birth 
control.
 “We currently offer birth 
control pills, Depo-Provera 
(the birth control shot) and 
NuvaRing,” acting director 
of the Birkam Health and 
Personal Counseling Center 
Deanna Goldthwait said.
 Birkam is hoping to add 
more options with the hir-
ing of their new physician, 
Dr. VanDeMark and they are 
working on the possibility of 
a program that would make 
condoms readily available.  
 So far this academic school 

Harley Harrison

Interim Reporter
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Ferris studetns raise their arms and move along to the beat as Zeds Dead takes the stage as the headliner at the sixth annual Turn Up the Good event, hosted by the 

Music Industry Management Association. 

Ferris State
gets turnt

Turn Up The Good busts out the jams

 Ferris State’s sixth annual Turn Up The Good  
(TUG) music event returned Friday, April 8, to a 
crowded Wink Arena.
 The concert, a showcase coordinated by Fer-
ris’ Music Industry Management Association 
(MIMA), featured artists Zeds Dead, Nato Feelz 
and FSU’s own DJ CHoFF. 
 Over 1,000 students and concertgoers were 
in attendance making it the highest turnout for 
the spring event.
 “The outcome of TUG blew away all of my ex-
pectations,” said Ferris senior in MIM Nikki Jan-
eczek, who is also a MIMA member and TUG’s 
coordinating booking agent. “This show is the 
largest show that MIMA has ever produced. Our 
attendance alone has proved that TUG was a 
success.”
 The show kicked off at 8 p.m. with DJ CHoFF 
and special guest Hans Play while the crowds 
were still small. The artists played a range of 
standard electronic fare serving as an appetizer 

to the main event.
 Nato Feelz, aka Portland native Nathan 
Fields, offered an array of glitch hop, house and 
dubstep mixes, including some songs recogniz-
able to an audience singing along in tandem.
 By the time headlining act Zeds Dead took 
the stage at 9:45 p.m., the arena was thor-
oughly filled, with attendees still pouring in from 
the heavy snowfall outside. The Toronto-based 
duo played a wide assortment of music from 
many different genres and influences. Many in 
the crowd were familiar with the group’s work, 
shouting requests and forming the trademark 
“Z” with their hands.
 “The vibe is more than expected,” said Fer-
ris pre-physical therapy sophomore David Kash. 
“I’ve been to a rave and didn’t know how Ferris 
State would manage it. It’s way more than ex-
pected.”
 Black Light Visuals, a Michigan-based com-
pany, were present offering free temporary body 
paint arm dips to the first 200 participants.
 Though successful, Turn Up The Good was 
met with a few minor hitches according to some 
in attendance. 

 The event was booked alongside a three-on-
three hockey tournament, which was a minor 
nuisance to hockey players having to bypass the 
crowd to access the locker room. 
 Heavy security detail delayed participants en-
tering the event, with many still in line towards 
the end of the evening. Two arrests were made 
for a minor in possession and disorderly con-
duct, respectively, with warrants still awaiting 
for drug possession including MDMA, according 
to Ferris Department of Public Safety (DPS).
 It was a return to form for MIMA, whose previ-
ous Turn Up The Good events had been declin-
ing in ticket sales and recognizable artists the 
past few years.
 “Before the show had even started we had 
people asking us to extend the show time past 
11 p.m. and by the end of the night we had peo-
ple begging for an encore,” said Janeczek. “Turn 
Up The Good sixth edition was a major success 
and I am so proud to have worked with such tal-
ented people.”
 Ferris pre-pharmacy freshman Hannah Phil-
lips put it shortly, “It’s lit.”

Jonny Parshall

Torch Reporter

Ferris students 
search for 

birth control 
options

See Birth control options on page 3
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New approaches on an “old” problem

 The Ferris Theatre group brought a quadruple perspec-
tive of loss and grief to campus with the spring production 
of “Infinite Black Suitcase.”
 Four seemed to be the magic number for the theatre de-
partment this spring, as the fourth month of the semester 
brought us a four-night showing of a play showcasing four 
families overcoming grief and handling death. The produc-
tion was a spotlight piece and told the story of multiple fic-

titious families in Oregon who were each losing a family 
member or friend to a different form of death.
 “It really depends on the person watching how it can 
be interpreted,” said Ferris pre-pharmacy junior Catherine 
Dato. “It’s a very relatable play and I think everyone can 
understand being in one of their places.”
 The entire show took place over the course of a single 
day and the spotlight jumped scenes between a hospital 
room, the cemetery, the bar and more. It covered a wide 
range of topics, including suicide, cancer, a car accident 
and old age. Each cast member was dealing with the grief 
a different way, providing drastically different roles for each 

participant. 
 “We had a great time preparing for the show and every-
thing worked out pretty well,” said Ferris sophomore Kyle 
Parsley. Parsley played the role of Stan Kalinski in the 
play, a man tasked with helping his sister deal with her 
husband’s suicide. “Even though the show itself was sad, 
every rehearsal was full of laughter.”
 The spring play was meant to provide contrast to the Fer-
ris Theatre’s fall production of “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels,” 
a comedic musical. Though the spring piece was themed 
around grief and loss, the play had humorous undertones 
and provided a relatable context for any audience member. 

Photo by: Chris Martin  | Photographer

Ferris students took the stage to perform “Infinite Black Suitcase,” by EM Lewis, a play that portrays death and dealing with grief over the course of one day in a small town in Orgeon. 

Good things come in fours
Ferris Theater Department portrays grief and death with its production 

of “Infinite Black Suitcase”
Elizabeth Yost

Torch Reporter

 Aging—a synonym for old, something that 
everyone is afraid of and tries to avoid at 
all costs.
 However, it might be time to stop look-
ing at aging as a horrible thing and start 
viewing it as a privilege and an opportunity. 
Robyn I. Stone, the Executive Director at 
LeadingAge and a noted researcher, spoke 
about the issue at the first Conference on 

Aging at Ferris. She believes that the in-
creasing aging population is a problem that 
we can benefit from.
 “We are in a very disruptive and innova-
tive period,” Stone said. “For every prob-
lem, there is an opportunity for us. There 
are lots of opportunities to turn lemons into 
lemonade.”
 These opportunities range from health-
care reform and transportation needs to 
infrastructure improvement and housing 
needs. The reason this is beginning to be 

problematic now is because people getting 
older is somewhat uncharted territory. Ac-
cording to Stone, two thirds of the people in 
human history who have ever reached age 
65 are alive right now.
 “Aging is a relatively recent phenom-
enon. We have people living longer and 
longer. We are living with a lot of chronic 
disease that would have killed people years 
ago,” Stone said. 
 According to the United States Census, 
from 2008 to 2012, there was a 120 per-

cent increase in elderly people aged 65 and 
over. Compared with other age categories 
such as under 18 (35 percent increase) 
and ages 18 to 44 (32 percent increase), 
this is a sharp increase. 
 With more people celebrating birthdays, 
there brings a greater challenge in meeting 
each of their individual, cultural and medi-
cal needs.
 “Not everyone looks at aging the same 
way,” Stone said. “Not every culture looks 
at death and dying the same way.”

Megan Hiler

Torch Reporter

See Aging on page 4
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A shot of reality 
 On Thursday, April 14, Entertainment Unlimited will be 
hosting “A Shot of Reality,” a five-star event production 
addressing all things alcohol. The company has performed 
everywhere from Lollapalooza Rock Fest and Disney Cruise 
Lines to colleges and universities in nearly every state in the 
country. The group tackles alcohol-related issues including 
binge drinking, health risks and alcoholism using interactive 
comedy, audience role playing, facts and education to get 
their message across. The event is scheduled at 7 p.m. in 
room 202 of the University Center.

Ferris Media Festival 
 On Friday, April 15, Ferris will host a media festival fea-
turing nationwide speakers. Students, faculty and members 
of the community will have the opportunity to hear about 
careers in animation, documentary, film editing, broadcast 
news, screenwriting, sound design, music and much more 
from professionals in those fields. This event will allow 
numerous networking opportunities in addition to learning 
more about the media field. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. 
and presentations start at 9:15 a.m. in rooms 202A and 
202B in the University Center. 

Spring football 
 On Saturday, April 16, the annual Crimson and Gold 
spring game will be held at Top Taggart Field and the 
Bulldogs will play in an intra-squad scrimmage. The game 
is open to all fans wishing to attend and will cap off spring 
practices for the defending GLIAC champions.

Nothing exciting happened
A roundup of this week’s crime at Ferris State University

By Angela Graf, News Editor

Toking in Travis 
 March 28, 12:15 a.m., officers 
investigated a marijuana complaint 
in Travis Hall. One student was 
referred to the Office of Student 
Conduct and a warrant sent to the 
prosecutor’s office.

Pedestrian hit by car
 March 30, 3:45 p.m., officers 
investigated a report of a car hitting 
a pedestrian on South State Street. 
The pedestrian received minor inju-
ries and the driver was not ticketed. 

Toking in Travis again  
 March 31, 10:50 p.m., officers 
investigated a marijuana complaint 
in Travis Hall. One student was 
identified and referred to the Office 
of Student Conduct. 

Intoxication and possession 
 March 31, 11:50 p.m., officers 
stopped a vehicle on State Street. 
The driver was arrested and lodged 
in jail for operating while intox-
icated and possession and the 
passenger was lodged in jail for 
possession. Both were referred to 
the Office of Student Conduct. 

Imperfect parking  
 April 1, 9:30 a.m., officers inves-
tigated a parking complaint in Lot 
16. A ticket was issued for having 
an altered decal. 

Too tinted 
 April 1, 2:15 p.m., officers 
stopped a vehicle on Sports Drive 
for tinted windows. The driver was 
found to have a suspended license 
and was lodged in jail. 

High in Vandercook 
 April 1, 7:40 p.m., officers inves-
tigated a marijuana complaint in 
Vandercook Hall. One student was 
identified, ticketed for possession 
of marijuana and referred to the 
Office of Student Conduct. 

Violating probation 
 April 2, 11:15 p.m., officers in-
vestigated a suspicious situation in 
Lot 4. Two subjects were found with 
marijuana and one was found to be 
in violation of their Wayne County 
probation. Warrant requests were 
sent to the prosecutor’s office.

Drugs on Sports Drive 
 April 3, 3:25 p.m., officers 
stopped a vehicle for expired plates 
on Sports Drive. Drugs were found 
in the vehicle and both the driver 
and passenger were lodged in jail. 

Timme turn down  
 April 4, 9 p.m., officers investi-
gated a report of subjects yelling 
in the Timme Center. The distur-
bance was ruled a verbal domestic 
argument and both students were 
referred to the Office of Student 
Conduct. 

Fighting in Finch 
 April 4, 6:30 p.m., officers re-
ceived a report of fighting in Finch 
Court. By the time they arrived 
on the scene the subjects had 
dispersed.

Merrill trespasser 
 April 4, 10:30 p.m., officers 
assisted Merrill’s hall director with 
a trespasser. The incident was han-
dled by the housing department. 

Weirdo in West Campus 
 April 5, 12:15 a.m., officers 
investigated a report of suspi-

cious activity in the West Campus 
Apartments. Upon arrival they were 
unable to locate the source of the 
problem.

Harasser in Cramer 
 April 5, 12:30 a.m., officers in-
vestigated a harassment complaint 
in Cramer Hall. The subjects were 
contacted and told to leave each 
other alone.

Someone needs a trip to the DMV 
 April 6, 12:50 a.m., officers 
stopped a vehicle on State Street 
for having expired plates. The driver 
was found to have a suspended 
license and was ticketed. The pas-
senger had an outstanding warrant 
and was placed under arrest. 

Club credit card fraud  
 April 6, 11:30 a.m., officers 
investigated a fraudulent complaint 
regarding a member of a club team 
inappropriately using a credit card. 
A warrant was sent to the prosecu-
tor’s office. 

Classmate harassment 
 April 7, 11 a.m., officers respond-
ed to a report of harassment of a 
female student by a classmate. The 
individuals were told to leave each 
other alone. 

Credit cards in Cramer  
 April 7, 12:30 p.m., officers 
investigated a fraudulent complaint 
from a student in Cramer Hall 
regarding two unauthorized credit 
card transactions.

Walmart retail fraud 
 April 7, 9:50 p.m., officers 
assisted the sheriff department at 
Walmart with a retail fraud com-
plaint. Two subjects were identified 
and lodged in jail. 

 DPS issued 304 traffic and park-
ing violations from April 1 to April 7, 
totaling $5,040. 

TORCH 

ON THE
RECORD
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Winter tolls
Winter ends and damage control begins

 The end of a record-breaking winter causes reflec-
tion on just how much a season like this costs the 
Ferris campus. 
 As the 2015-16 winter comes to a close, Ferris 
physical plant workers and its corresponding clean-
up team work to repair and replace the damages and 
clear the remaining snow from campus. Between salt 
costs and labor pay, post-winter damage removal can 
be a costly process.
 “Costs of snow removal vary from year to year de-
pending on the weather,” said Ferris physical plant ac-
countant Jillian Bush. “This year it cost approximately 
$12,000 for salt used throughout the winter.”
 Besides the cost of salt used throughout the sea-
son to prevent and melt snow, there is also the mat-
ter of paying those to do the work. Labor costs cover 

those who lay salt, plow and shovel the snow, and oth-
er miscellaneous tasks involved with snow removal.
 “The overtime labor cost is approximately $27,000, 
and this does not include regular time or student la-
bor,” said Bush. “We have 12 full-time employees in 
the grounds department and also employ 12 to 14 
students throughout the academic year.”
 The work involved in this process consists of pre-
paring for the snow, continuously laying salt through-
out the season, removing the snow, and repairing the 
damages post-season. This process is directed by 
Ferris grounds supervisor Tim Wirth.
 Once winter is over, there is also the matter of re-
pairing the damages done by this process, such as 
replacing or fixing landscaping and machinery. Ac-
cording to Bush, post-winter costs are estimated to 
be around $10,000, and equipment repair will be be-
tween $5,000 and $7,000.

Elizabeth Yost

Torch Reporter

year, roughly 100 students 
have visited Birkam for birth 
control. The most popular form 
of birth control among students 
is birth control pills, followed by 
the Depo-Provera shot and the 
Nuvaring. 
 “Birth control is a personal 
choice and we tailor treatment 
to the needs of the individual 
to the extent that we are able,” 
said Melissa Sprague, a regis-
tered nurse at Birkam Health 
Center. “If an option that is not 
currently available at the health 
center is determined to be most 
appropriate, a referral would be 
made.”
 More information can be 
found at www.plannedparent-
hood.org or www.ferris.edu/
birkamhealthcenter.

Birth control from page 1

The many op-
tions for birth control

Follow Us
@fsutorch
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Call 616-875-7479 or 616-214-1613

2 Units Available
Move in over summer!

2 Units Available 
Move in over summer!

Lower Unit is 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath  
$280 per person plus utilities

Both very clean, in a quiet area and have a washer 
and dryer. Pets are welcome for an additional fee. 

Call 616-875-7479 or 616-214-1613

Upper Unit is 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath 
$320 per person plus utilities 

Located at 104 Division.

SILVERNAIL
REALTY

www.silvernailrealty.com(231) 796-632917810 205th Ave. Big Rapids

FOR RENT: 
Clean 1 to 6 Bedroom 
Apartments and Houses.
Deposit required. 
No Pets Allowed. 
CLOSE TO CAMPUS 
Some with FREE HEAT

Peak 
Properties

231-796-1200
peakpropertyrentalsonline.com

peakproperties@me.com

STUDENT RENTALS AVAILABLE
SUMMER 2014-FALL 2014 

DISCOUNTED SUMMER 2014 
LEASES STARTING @ $250

Utilities Included • Pet Friendly
WALKING DISTANCE TO CAMPUS • High Quality Units

FREE Wi-Fi • Affordable! • Clean

$100 OFF DEPOSIT*
*must present ad at signing

ROOMS AVAILABLE 
IN 1, 2, AND 3 

BEDROOM UNITS FOR  
SUMMER SEMESTER

INVENTORY BEGINNING AND ENDING        
CONDITION LIST. (Sample provided in Practical Guide for 

Tenants and Landlords)The landlord should supply the list. The 

landlord and tenant sign and receive a copy. This protects you 

from paying for the previous renter’s damages. This is required of 

certifi ed landlords in the city of Big Rapids.

ANY ARRANGEMENTS other than what is stated on the 

lease should be in writing and signed (alternative rent payments, 

utility payments, yard maintenance, etc.). Memories can be short 

so get it in writing!

ALWAYS get a receipt for your rent payments and know 

where they are. A cancelled check is a receipt. Cash in an enve-

lope or given to a roommate to pay is not!

DOCUMENT IN WRITING when reporting repair 

problems and send a copy along with fi ling a report to Neigh-

borhood Services if the repair is not completed in a reason-

able amount of time.

ARE ALL SMOKE DETECTORS WORKING?      
Remember this can be your fi ne and your life, not the      

landlord’s.

PAYING YOUR OWN UTILITIES? You can contact 

the service provider with the address & receive a history of 

the account.

DID YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND ALL OF 
YOUR LEASE?

Renter’s Checklist
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Fourth Annual Fallen 
Officer Memorial 5k

Photo by: Aubrey Kemme | Photographer

On April 10, Lambda Alpha Epsilon the Professional Criminal Justice Fraternity 

hosted the Fourth Annual Fallen Officer Memorial Run/Walk at Northend Riverside 

Park in Big Rapids, Michigan. The Fallen Officer Memorial 5k was created to honor 

Law Enforcement Officers who have fallen in the line of duty. The funds raised from 

the race will be going to the Jessica Nagle Scholarship Fund on campus, created 

in memory of Jessica Nagle, a Ferris graduate from the Criminal Justice Program 

that fell in the line of duty. The scholarship is given to a Criminal Justice student on 

campus every year.

 The greatest need, according to Stone, is for 
young people to become leaders in finding solu-

tions to these problems. 
 “We need to think about re-
tirement reinvented. We want 
to figure out a way for people 
to live a healthy, happy and 
productive life,” Stone said. 
 Steve Nanasi, a Ferris senior 
nuclear medicine major, was 
pleased with the potential for 
visionaries.

 “The need for leadership stood out to me 
most,” Nanasi said. “There’s a need for a new 
vision and a big need for guidance.”

 Nanasi also stated that there was a “direct ap-
plication” of this principle in relation to his lead-
ership class that he is currently enrolled in.
 The leaders of the cause, according to Stone, 
must be able to think of new ways to make re-
tiring more affordable. According to Stone, one 
third of seniors live below the poverty line with 
many more relying on Social Security and Medic-
aid to help them get by. 
 “There are some serious economic issues that 
we will be seeing,” Stone said.
 With issues come solutions, and Stone is opti-
mistic for what the future holds when it comes to 
people getting older.
 “Longevity is something to embrace and cel-
ebrate. These are the jobs of our future. This is 
just the tip of the iceberg in terms of what the 
aging population can do for us,” Stone said.
 For more information on Dr. Stone and aging, 
visit www.leadingage.org. 

Robyn I. Stone

Aging from page 2

Conference on Aging ad-
dresses increase in senior 

population

Aging statistics
Under 18: 35.1 percent growth 

since 2012

18-44: 32.2 percent growth 
since 2012

45-64: 21.6 percent growth 
since 2012

64+: 120.1 percent growth 
since 2012

- 20 percent of older adults 

have a mental health or 

substance abuse condition

- 2/3 of people in human history 

who have ever reached age 65 

are alive right now. 



Join us for a jam-packed, 2-day event with exciting presentations from media professionals working 

in exciting careers l ike fi lmmaking, sound design, software, game design and others! 

Speakers wil l  share their experience in:
- Adventure Videography    -Documentary Filmmaking   -Game Design for “The Sims”    

       -Sound FX for “Family Guy” and “Daredevil”      -Video Freelancing 

               -Software Engineering for the “Microsoft HoloLens” 

The Ferris Media Festival is co-sponsored by Media Communications Association RSO, College of Education and Human Services, College of Arts and Sciences, 
Center for Latin@ Studies,  American Marketing Association RSO, Diversity and Inclusion, and the Television and Digital Media Production Program. 
Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For information on the University’s policy on non-discrimination, visit ferris.edu/non-discrimination. Any 
person with a disability who needs special accommodations to attend this event should contact 231-591-2712 or burgor@ferris.edu at least 72 hours in advance.

ferris.edu/digitalmedia/mediafestival

thApril 15
9:00am-4:30pm
University Center 202 A,B,C

“Creating4Change”
Documentary Screening/Q&A

www.creating4change.com

April 14
7:00pm-9:00pm
Business 111

For more information visit:
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 Bipolar disorder, schizophrenia or per-
sistent and major depression are the most 
common mental illnesses in which people 
who have them experience the most stigma.
 A stigma is when someone views someone 
else in a negative way because they have a 
distinguishing characteristic or personal trait 
that’s thought to be, or actually is, a disad-
vantage. Unfortunately, negative attitudes 
and beliefs toward people who have a mental 
health condition are common. 
 Despite this, Ferris State University RSOs 
such as the American Chemical Society, Stu-
dent Psychology Association, Active Minds 
and the Pre-Pharmacy Club all came together 
on Thursday, April 7 to help raise awareness 
in regards to the stigma against mental ill-
ness.
 “A great group of passionate students 
formed from all of these RSOs and really 
helped make the project great,” said Ferris 
American Chemical Society representative 
Abigail DeMaet.
 Ferris staff, students and faculty members 
all came out to gain knowledge about a top-
ic that is said to continuously be ignored and 
misunderstood. 
 Faculty members from all over campus 
were also there to represent, support and in-

form students of the stigma against mental 
illness through PowerPoint talks and other 
various presentations.
 “What people don’t understand is that in-

dividuals don’t choose to be 
depressed or have a mental 
illness, but that it is a chem-
ical imbalance in the brain 
that causes it. I think doc-
tors should stop looking for 
reasons as to why someone 
is depressed and instead 
focus on helping those peo-
ple,” said Ferris psychology 

freshman Mary Rogers. 
 “I think raising awareness is the best way to 
do so and  the presentations today really put it 
all into perspective.”
 Abigail DeMaet explained where her pas-
sion for the issue originated, after confessing 
the ways in which she has experienced the 
stigma in her own life.
 “I’ve personally watched the stigma against 
mental health. I’ve witness the medications 
cause damage to people and found a need to 
spread a little bit of understanding to those 
on campus.”
 Based on the turn out and the feedback giv-
en after the event, Ferris students can expect 
more events like this to come, raising aware-
ness to students and faculty about topics they 
feel need to be addressed. 

Shantelle Bonham

Torch Reporter

Mental health and the 
stigma against it

Ferris students learn about the  
chemistry behind mental illness

Photo by: Katie Tobak | Photographer

Ferris chemistry freshman, Abigail DeMaet leads a discussion on the topic of mental health and 

brain chemistry in an effort to eliminate the negative stigma of mental illness.

Mary Rogers
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“Events like this are the best 
way to stand up to stereotypes 
of other nations and to learn 
about their culture yourself.”
  - Princeton Boston 

See page 7 for story
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 City Sun, a band composed of Ferris students, is not just 
kicking it under the sun and catching rays.
 The band and friends have been working tirelessly in 
an apartment bedroom for the upcoming release of the 
band’s first album. 
 Ferris music industry management (MIM) sophomore 
Devin Vargo is the lead guitarist and vocalist for City Sun. 
He’s set to release the bands’ first album this Friday, April 
15, through SoulTouch Records, a company he co-founded 
with fellow  Ferris MIM student Oseia Blanding, who goes 
by the moniker OSHEA. The collaboration album with City 
Sun and OSHEA will be the first release by SoulTouch Re-
cords and is titled “Light Under The Door.”
 City Sun began in January 2015 as a two-piece including 
Vargo and drummer Ferris MIM sophomore Nathan Seiffer-
ly. Originally entitled Tuxedos, the band eventually adopted 
the title City Sun after Tuxedo, a backing musician for May-
er Hawthorne, began his solo career. 
 “Nate sparked the idea in the summer when he said, 

‘Well we are both sons of the city, how about City Sun?’ 
and it stuck,” said Vargo.
 Vargo and Seifferly continued jamming, writing songs, 
doing covers and playing house shows until Ferris MIM ju-
nior Zachary Kidder began playing bass at live shows with 
them on Halloween of 2015.
 City Sun takes musical influence from almost every 
genre. Vargo stated that his major influences include Sina-
tra, Joy Division, Portugal The Man, Kings of Leon, Fall Out 
Boy, Miles Davis, Johnny Cash and many more. He de-
scribed his lyrical style as “classical jazz in an alternative 
rock music setting.”
 Seifferly shares many of the same music interests such 
as Sinatra and Led Zeppelin, but added that pop punk is a 
major influence on him, including the album “96 Tears” by 
Question Mark and the Mysterians, and bands like Brand 
New, Modern Baseball, Say Anything, Arctic Monkeys and 
more. Seifferly has adopted a more emotive lyrical style, 
mimicking that of Jesse Lacey of Brand New and other emo 
bands.
 Last Saturday, City Sun performed live at the Sawmill 
Saloon. Their set opened with a cover of “Your Graduation” 

by Modern Baseball, a pop punk anthem. Next, City Sun 
played two songs written by Seifferly, one entitled “I Should 
Have Left.” Other cover songs they performed included 
“Laugh Till I Cry” by The Front Bottoms and “All These 
Things I’ve Done” by The Killers. 
 Halfway through their set a drunken heckler in the back 
of the room requested some ‘70s rock ‘n’ roll. Though he 
was initially reserved about the idea, Vargo eventually gave 
in and began playing “Moby Dick” by Led Zeppelin. This 
came at the appraisal of the heckler and the rest of the 
crowd.
 “Light Under the Door” can be purchased or streamed 
through Spotify, iTunes, Dropcards, Amazon music and 
other streaming or purchase channels this Friday, April 15.
 Vargo thanks two Ferris MIM students, Luke Slagell and 
Nick Graham, for their help with sound and recording for 
the upcoming album, 
 “These two stuck with it for four months; they deserve a 
lot of credit,” Vargo said. 
 Visit the Torch’s YouTube channel, “FSUTorch” to watch 
City Sun’s Torch Jams video.

Travis Sacher

Torch Reporter

City Sun prepares for debut
Photo by: Chris Martin | Photographer

Ferris music industry management sophomore Nathan Seifferly plays the drums in the Torch office as part of the Torch Jams series. He is the drummer for the Ferris-based band, City Sun.

Check out torch jams 
on our youtube page!

FSUTorch



Ferris students - Learn how to manage 
money, be smart about spending and get 
entered to win one of SEVEN - $250 Ferris 
Scholarships, or complete the Geocache 
event to compete for a $1000 Michigan 

Money Smart Week scholarship!

April 25th - April 30th - Geocache for College Cash!
Here’s how to play ...There will be seven poster on display in public areas of University Center. Just read about the topic on each post-
er, scan the QR code at the bottom or take the URLs to any computer and answer the quiz questions by April 30th to be considered for 
scholarship opportunities! The seven topics are:

 • Paychecks – What They Tell You 
 • Budgeting for Success 
 • Debit or Credit – What’s The Difference 
 • Credit Scores – Is Yours an A+? 
 • Car Loans – Have a costly Lemon or Were You Lucky? 
 • College Loans – Can You Repay on Time? 
 • Identity Theft – What Are the Odds You Are A Victim?

Monday, April 25th at 11AM and 7PM - UC 203 - Trent Graham of Greenpath Debt Solutions
 Twelve Money Mistakes You Can’t Afford to Make!
 Whether you are an experienced money manager or just starting out, this workshop will help you along with proven  
 tips and tolls to deal with the common mistake that can cost people hundreds of thousands of dollars.
 Personal Finance Counseling - Are you struggling with a person finance issue? Trent will be offering  
 free 15 minutes personal finance sessions from 1-4pm. Sign up online at ferris.edu/MSW

Tuesday, April 26th at 11AM and 7PM - UC 209 - Blain Adams of Gary Trimarco Automotive
 Car Buying 101
 Should you buy a new or used? Should you purchase or lease? Learn important Tips and Tricks that can guild you  
 through these stressful decisions.

Wednesday, April 27th at 10AM and 3PM - UC 202 
 Get Real!
 This is a fun, interactions game-style event. Ninety-six percent of students who attended last year would  
 recommend it to their friends!!

Thursday, April 28th at 11AM and 7PM - UC 203 - Kyle Hondorp of Edward Jones Investments 
 Retirement by Design
 Are pension plans the thing of the past? What are IRA? Highlights of changes in retirement planning and the 
 responsibility of the retiree.

Anyone with a disability who needs special accommodations to attend this event should
contact Melanie Mulder at 231 5912121 or mulderm2@ferris.edu at least 72 hours in advance www.ferris.edu/msw
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 The Ferris State University Center was 
bustling with Ferris students, staff and 
faculty hosting and entertaining visitors 
and students at the International Festival 
of Cultures.
 Throughout the dreary afternoon on 
Sunday, April 10, an estimated 1,500 
to 1,800 people braved the cold, rainy 
weather to experience different foods 
and learn about cultures from 40 differ-
ent countries and over 30 different rec-
ipes.
 Along with their favorite foods, inter-
national students sang and danced to 

songs from their home cultures and pop 
culture.
 “It’s the International Festival and I 
wanted to represent my country with our 
best dish, Egyptian koshary,” said Fer-
ris digital animation and game design 
freshman Youssef Wahba of Egypt. “The 
koshary is made with rice, macaroni, 
mixed lentils, fried onions, vinegar and 
marina sauce. We like to make it flavor-
ful.”
 Ferris undeclared freshman Landon 
McDaid said the crème brulee from 
France’s booth was his favorite dish at 
the festival. He said he also enjoyed the 
way the foreign students had the oppor-
tunity to present themselves.
 “I love it. It’s awesome to have every-

one come together as one, so that we can 
experience their culture here and not just 
make them experience our culture all of 
the time,” said McDaid.
 Some international students that have 
participated in previous International 
Festivals of Cultures said they’ve seen 
great improvement this year in the num-
ber of dishes and students represented 
at the festival.
 “We’re more diversified and people 
learn about other countries more, espe-
cially overcoming stereotypes against 
other countries such as Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia,” said Ferris automotive engineer-
ing technology senior Princeton Boston of 
the Bahamas. “I can learn their true his-
tory and religion behind them, other than 

how the media is portraying them. Events 
like this are the best way to stand up to 
stereotypes of other nations and to learn 
about their culture yourself.”
 The dish from the Bahamas was mari-
nated beef with red beans and rice, and 
the dish included a tomato and onion sal-
ad to go with the beef.
 Dozens of other countries and cul-
tures were represented with some dish-
es chosen by students, including the 
United States with chicken and waffles, 
Brazil with brigadeiros and passion fruit 
mousse, China with sweet and sour 
chicken and honey milk tea, Germany 
with weiner schnitzel, Philippines with co-
conut filled crepes and South Korea with 
short ribs.

The food of nations
International Festival of Cultures hosts 

food, singing and dancing
Nick Vander Wulp

Torch Reporter
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The five love languages
Ferris professionals talk about love and psychology

 Sex and love have been written and talk-
ed about for as long as there’s been lan-
guage.
 Sometimes what isn’t said is just as im-
portant than what is said, if not more so. 
Nonverbal ways of expressing love and af-
fection have been around much longer than 
language, but can also be open to misinter-
pretation. 
 According to books like “The Five Love 
Languages” by Dr. Gary Chapman, and the 
multitudes of others describing the facets 
of the Myers-Briggs personality types, peo-
ple speak at least five “languages” to com-
municate their love.
 “‘The Five Love Languages’ is a good 
example of a book which has entered into 
popular culture in such a way that even if 
you have never read it, you might have ac-

quired a basic idea of the premise behind 
the book,” said Ferris Birkam Health Center 
counselor Mark Van Lent. “You don’t give a 
gift just because you like buying it, but rath-
er you like to give gifts which you think oth-
ers will actually like.”
 All of the languages tend to be somewhat 
important to most people, but there are at 
least one or two that are very important 
than the others on an individual level. 
 “At the minimum, these concepts and 
books could help to increase the communi-
cation in your relationships,” said Van Lent. 
“It could be helpful for students to commu-
nicate honestly in their relationships. Also, 
the concepts could help you learn about 
others and help others learn more about 
you.”
 Books like “The Five Love Languages” ar-
en’t based on scientific findings in the field 
of psychology, however. Chapman wrote his 
book anecdotally based on his own mar-
riage of 45 years. Because it’s not based on 

objectively collected evidence, this leaves 
some professionals in the field of psychol-
ogy skeptical.
 “Psychological science is not a collection 
of autobiographical stories,” said Ferris 
psychology professor Connie Meinholdt. “A 
case study is one of many research meth-
ods we use to collect data about human 
behavior. Generally, case studies are about 
abnormal or unusual behavior—like observ-
ing the behavior of retired pro football play-
ers with multiple concussions.”
 Culture and relationships buried deeper 
than learning about personality types and 
how someone wants love also play a role 
in the background to students on campus. 
These factors can be the way someone was 
raised, continued family influence on de-
cisions made while attending college and 
other loved ones, including past romantic 
partners. This pressure can be significant 
and lead to women leaving college and go-
ing back home to start families.

 “I would look at the different classes and 
the culture from a broader perspective, be-
cause they’re not all the same,” said Ferris 
sociology professor Carole McKenna. “And 
you’ll have a young woman coming to the 
university, for instance, with the goal of 
she wants a degree and wants a career. 
Hookups oftentimes fit very well into that 
framework, if it’s willing to the framework, 
because she doesn’t want to get serious 
with someone. She wants to have fun and 
enjoy her freedom. Not that she doesn’t 
ever want to get married, just not now.”
 Sometimes, the love languages and per-
sonality types help people fit into this larger 
social framework and help to work out rela-
tionship problems said Van Lent. 
 Other times these books and how en-
trenched they are in society can make 
breaking something off much harder and 
cause lasting harm, according to Meinholdt.

Nick Vander Wulp

Torch Reporter

 The members of You Beautiful Black Woman 
(YBBW) are taking viewers on a trip around the 
world this year for their annual fashion show. 
 The theme for this year’s show is national 
and international travel. Models will be repre-
senting the Detroit area, New York, Miami, Las 
Vegas, Africa and more, even including a trib-
ute to Flint. Hosting the fashion show this year 
is Erica Dixon, a star from the TV show “Love & 

Hip Hop: Atlanta.” 
 Local stores such as 
Maurice’s and Rue 21 are 
providing clothing for the 
show. Modeling the clothing, 
which will be coordinated to 
pertain to the location being 
represented, will be Ferris 
students who were found via 
open model call by YBBW.  

 Jada Dill, a freshman YBBW member who 
is studying elementary education with a minor 
in math and science, is helping put the show 
together. 
 “We have models from all over campus,” 
said Dill. “The majority of our members aren’t 
in the show, since we need help behind the 
scenes.”
 Since Dill is a freshman, it’s her first year 
helping to put on the show. 

 “It’s bigger than what I thought,” said Dill. “I 
know it will be a great show. I know that with-
out a shadow of doubt, but I’m just ready for 
it to be here so we can relax and have fun at 
the event.”
 The event is chaired by Ferris political sciene 
senior Shan Tal’ Eligah, and co-chaired by Fer-
ris criminal justice senior Jazmine Goode.
 “I’m the most excited about seeing it all 
come together,” said Goode, who has been 
working hard alongside the other members of 
YBBW all of the academic year to put on the 
production. 
 Goode also said that viewers in the audience 
will have a good view from their seats, due to 
the set-up of the runway at the Holiday Inn. 
 “We just love how their runway is set up, how 
the lighting works in their ballroom and how 
it’s a closer feel for the audience, so they’re 

not so far back,” Goode said. 
“They’re surrounded by the 
whole runway.”
 “I hope it’s a great turn-
out and that they enjoy the 
show,” said Goode. “I also 
want to thank all of the mod-
els and the boutiques for 
participating.”
 The YBBW fashion show is 

Saturday, April 16, from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. at 
the Holiday Inn and is free to attend. 

Jazmine Goode

Jada Dill

Photo by: Aubrey Kemme | Photographer

YBBW members practice in FLITE for the upcoming YBBW Fashion Show.

Jen Corrie

Torch Reporter

It’s show time
YBBW preps for annual fasion show

Love Languages

Appreciation

Time

Presents

Help

Physical Contact

Methods

Words, postcards and letters

Walks, traveling, conversing 
and showing interest

Gifts and personal attention

Helping at home, general 
support and comforting

Hugging, cuddling, 
caressing and sex

Communication
Compliments, support and 

motivation
Attention, doing activities 

together and chit chat

Gifts, surprises and 
pleasant things

Saying “Let me help you” or 
“What can I do for you?”

Non-verbal physical 
contact

Avoid
Unpleasant words 

and criticism

Long separation and 
isolation

Greediness and forget-
ting important dates

Forgetting promises 
and ignoring

Physical punishment 
and neglecting 
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SPORTS Marshall Scheldt
Sports Editor 

mscheldt99@gmail.com

“Coach Mignano has a goal 
for us, and it is to win a 

National Championship.”
  - Brad Walling

See page 12 for story
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 Ferris football has gone through a change in 
spring training after graduating some key players 
and will put those changes on display in the annual 
Crimson & Gold Spring Game this Saturday.
 The team lost leaders on both sides of the ball 
this offseason with All-Americans Jason Vander 
Laan and Justin Zimmer leaving, but multiple play-
ers are filling that void.
 Junior linebacker Anthony Darkangelo said, 
“Leadership is coming from a lot more people now 
and that makes us better.”
 Vander Laan is considered the best dual-threat 
quarterback in collegiate history by some after 
breaking the record for most career rushing yards 
by a quarterback last season. The offense operated 
primarily around him and his running ability. With 
him gone, the Bulldogs have moved to a more pass-
heavy offense.
 Junior receiver Jamel Lockett said, “Jason was a 
bigger, running quarterback and we got a bunch of 
guys that can throw the ball this year. We’re evolving 
into a passing team with more run-pass options.”
 As of now, it appears that the quarterback posi-
tion is up for grabs with three quarterbacks rotating 
practice reps.
 Lockett said, “Every time we run a play, there’s 
another quarterback in.”
 The defense has had a more seamless transition 
than the offense. Most of the key players are in tact 
with nine out of 11 starters returning. One of those 
players is the second leading tackler from last year, 
Darkangelo.
 Darkangelo said, “We’re not doing too much dif-
ferent than we did last year, but we’re all a year old-
er and more developed. We’re ten times better than 
we were last year on defense.”
 The Bulldogs have won back-to-back GLIAC 

championships and currently ride a 25-game reg-
ular season win streak. New assistant coach Kyle 
Nystrom knows about the dangers of success from 
his days at North Dakota State with consecutive 
10-1 seasons.
 “I was always desperately worried about my 
players staying hungry, staying desperate,” said 
Nystrom. “It doesn’t matter what you’ve done. What 
matters is what you do today, tomorrow and the rest 
of the way.”
 Complacency has not set in for the Bulldogs be-
cause they know there is another season of work 
that needs to be done. However, they are still confi-
dent in being contenders in the GLIAC.
 Lockett said, “We should still be in contention. 
It’s just what I expect now.”
 The Dawgs will put the results of their spring 
training on display in the spring game. It will be their 
first live action since the fall.
 Darkangelo said, “It’s an opportunity to develop 
yourself and get some live action. It’s nice because 
you get to play with the team again.”
 Nystrom says that the format for this year’s 
spring game will depend on “numbers and health.” 
This will determine whether they divide the team 
into two whole teams or play starting offense vs 
starting defense with players rotating.
 There is a balancing act when it comes to play-
ers’ health and playing experience in this game. 
The coaches do not want their players to get hurt 
in a scrimmage, but the scrimmage is necessary for 
player development. In addition, play calling will be 
held back to avoid revealing their schemes to other 
teams.
 Nystrom said, “You don’t want to show much, 
but you want to get everyone to play and make this 
game a celebration of the end of spring.”
 Spring training will culminate with the spring 
game on April 16 at 1 p.m. on Top Taggart Field.

Cody Burkhard

Sports Reporter

Spring is in the air
Bulldog football to play annual spring 

game

Photo by: Evan Dulac | Multimedia Editor

Sophomore quarterback Jordan Haan is just one of seven quarterbacks on the 

active roster who will be vying to fill the starting role under center next season.

Photo by: Evan Dulac | Multimedia Editor

Ferris fans will have the opportunity to get some insight on how next year’s team is shaping up this Saturday at 1 p.m. when the Bulldogs host the annual Crimson and Gold spring game at Top Taggart Field.



SUNDAY
$3.00 U call its, $4.00 Craft Pints  (5pm to close)

TUESDAY 6PM - Close
$2.00 U call its, $2.00 Sliders, $12.00 Towers

WEDNESDAY - TEAM TRIVIA
Starts at 7pm
1/2 OFF Appetizers 

Happy Hour Specials (7pm-close)

THURSDAY 6PM - Close
$6.50 Burger and a Beer

FRIDAY
(STARTS at 6pm until the fish is gone!)

$11.00 All You Can Eat Fish

SPECIALS
EVERY WEDNESDAY • 7PM - Close

Don’t miss out 
on the fun!

1/2 off Appetizers!

Located inside  
the Holiday Inn

231-796-8494

100 oz. 
BEER 

TOWERS!
1005 Perry Ave, Big Rapids, MI 49307 

www.52sportsbar.com

Scan to get our  
up to date specials.
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Submitted Photo

Ferris transfer running back Juwan Lewis works the Red Out basketball game earlier this 

year as part of the sports communication program.

Making sports a career
 Every time you watch a sport, there are multi-
ple people working behind the scenes, behind the 
camera, marketing the event and working with the 
fans. 
 The sports industry has evolved and plays a ma-
jor role in the national and world economy.
 A major in sports communication wasn’t avail-
able for students at Ferris until these last few 
years. This major now gives students the oppor-
tunity to work towards developing and acquiring 
the skills necessary to succeed at any level in the 
sports industry. 
 This development wouldn’t have been possible 
without Sandy Alspach, a communication profes-
sor at Ferris. Alspach felt the need to add to the 
communication program at Ferris because she felt 
like it was missing something. 
 “I went to a National Communication Association 
(NCA) conference in Chicago and I was searching 
for something new and exciting in the communica-
tion field that we could bring back to Ferris because 
our communication program was pretty generic; it 
needed something shiny to attract people to it,” 

Alspach said. “So I started going 
to sessions about different top-
ics that I didn’t know anything 
about. I sat in a session that was 
sports communication.”
 Alspach talked about the idea 
with the only other communica-
tion professor from Ferris at the 
conference, Cami Sanderson, to 

discuss how they could turn this idea into a reality. 
Alspach explained what the sports communication 
would entail. 
 “I listened to people giving speeches where they 
analyzed what players were doing, social media, 
how team interactions worked, what fandom was 

and I went ‘Wow that’s really cool.’ I [thought] we 
could sell that at Ferris and I knew that it would be 
very consistent with our career-focused university 
mission,” said Alspach.
 After coming back to Ferris, Alspach started 
talking to other programs about the possibilities of 
working together and having students in the other 
majors consider a concentration in sports commu-
nication. 
 Her hard work finally paid off as sports commu-

nication became an actual ma-
jor in the fall of 2014. Although 
the numbers are slowly growing, 
the idea of having a background 
in sports is appealing more to 
students in other programs. 
 Ferris senior public relations 
Jordan House, wanted to have 
that background in sports and 
decided to take the COMM 389 

class that is offered as an elective and gives stu-
dents the sports communication basics. 
 “I wanted to look into the sports area of public 
relations, and I know that working in a sports ca-
reer with PR would be a great experience. I saw 
that this course was offered and thought it would 
be a good elective to take to help me gain a better 
grasp of sports communication,” House said. 
 The COMM 389 class and the seniors in the 
program taking COMM 489 (senior seminar)  are 
working with Ferris Athletics to host events for 
some of the spring sports that are either getting 
ready for the fall or already in season. The four 
sports that the COMM 389 and COMM 489 class-
es are working with are basketball, football, soft-
ball and tennis. 
 House is working with the softball team and dis-
cussed her opinion on the idea for hosting these 
events.  
 “This idea is a great concept and gives good 

Mark Hansen

Torch Reporter

Sandy Alspach

Jordan House

See Sports Communication on page 12



MY CARE
MY WAY
IS same-day  

appointments  
for expert, quality care.

3 blocks from campus at 110 Sanborn Avenue, Big Rapids 

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT ONLINE AT ppwnm.org or CALL 796-8612
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Ferris State University
Scholarship Opportunity for Students

*All submissions must be made on line using MyScholarships.  
Visit http:// www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/admision/financialaid/ 
scholarship/Incoming/myscholarships.htm for more information.

Alumni Association Legacy Scholarship 

Applicant must be the child, sibling or grandchild of a  
Ferris Alumna(us), and have a 2.75 GPA.  
Must also have successfully completed a minimum of 26 earned 
credit hours at Ferris State University. 
Please note the following:  
students seeking an associate degree must have completed  
30 credit hours at the end of spring semester; students seeking a 
bachelor’s degree must have completed 56 credit hours at the end of 
the spring semester. To be considered for the scholarship,  
award winners must attend a luncheon in their honor with the 
Alumni Board of Directors October, 2016 in Big Rapids.

Application deadline: MAY 15, 2016
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Men’s golf 
eyeing GLIAC 
championship

Beau Jensen

Torch Reporter

 The men of the Ferris State golf team head to Ohio for the 
first round of the GLIAC Championships this Friday, April 16, 
in Nashport, Ohio. 
 The team wrapped up a few rounds of golf in Noblesville, 
Ind. for the end of the Midwest Region Invite #3 on Sunday, 
April 3. The beginning of the event saw an eleventh place 
team finish with a standout performance from sophomore 
Jack Weller who led Ferris with a 149 overall and a share of 
sixth place. The team score at the end of the weekend was 
627. There were 25 teams total at the event.
 The Midwest Regional Invite #4 took place on Sunday 
and Monday, April 10 and 11. The Bulldogs placed tenth 
out of 30 teams with a team score of 615 at the tourna-
ment, and now the Bulldogs have their attention focused on 
Friday. Freshman Brad Walling said that hopes are high for 
the weekend.
 “Among the guys, we expect to go and play our game as 
well as we can,” Walling said. “Not worrying about what the 
other teams are doing but focusing on what we need to do 
to play well.”
 The 2014-2015 golf season saw the Bulldogs leave the 
GLIAC Championships in eighth place with a total team 
score of 879. Tiffin led the GLIAC pack during the same tour-
nament with a team score of 856, taking home the GLIAC 
Championship. The last time that Ferris State won the GLIAC 
Championship was in 2010.
 Walling also talked about some of the things that head 
coach Michael Mignano expects from the athletes come tee 
off time.
 “Coach Mignano has a goal for us, and it is to win a nation-
al championship,” Walling said. “Moving forward we need to 
play well at the GLIAC Championship. We need to be on top 
of our games to win and keep rolling from there. Coach has 
been telling us to be focused and mentally prepared to go 
out and play our best golf. I believe we have the opportunity 
and the right guys on the team to come home with a win.”
 The men will tee off this Friday, April 15, to start three 
days of golf in hopes of taking home another GLIAC Cham-
pionship title.

experience with the details that go along with event 
planning and coordinating with different aspects of a 
sports game. This would give students a good way to 
determine if they are in the right area of their profes-
sion by seeing the things that go into putting an event 
like this on,” House said. 
 Events like this wouldn’t be as successful without 
the help of those in the sports communication pro-
gram that also happen to be working already in the 
athletic department. 
 Nick Owens, Ferris sports communication senior 
and assistant to Jon Coles, helps with all the game 

day operations. Owens is the link between athletics 
and the program that helps make sure everything’s 
running smoothly. 
  Owens talked about the COMM 489 class and how 
this program is helping students prepare for real world 
experiences. 
 “Continuing to drive the fact that experience is im-
portant will help the program. Working in the field is 
one of the best ways to learn both about what is ex-
pected on the job and what facet of sports you like 
best” Owens said. “Getting students involved is not 
the easiest thing to do, but the more students are in-
volved, and involved in a positive, effective manner, 
the better the program will look.” 
 Their first event is the spring football game at 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, April 16, at Top Taggart Field.

Sports communication from page 10
How the sports communication 

major at Ferris originated

like us on 

facebook at 

Ferris 

State Torch



Costs of Oil
The Real

The Case for Justice at the Ends of the Pipeline

Crystal Lameman
Intergovernmental Affairs Spokeswoman for the 
indigenous Beaver Lake Cree Nation, Alberta, Canada

THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2016 / 4 - 5 pm 

   20th Annual 
Wege Foundation Speaker Series

This April, Crystal Lameman is coming to Grand Rapids to shed 
light on the devastating environmental and human impacts of tar 
sands mining in Alberta, Canada. Lameman, a member of the 
Beaver Lake Cree Nation, will speak about her Nation’s legal fight 
to defend their homelands against the over-development of 
thousands of fossil fuel extraction sites.

Join us and learn about how our demand for oil is destroying the 
ecosystems that have sustained indigenous families for thousands 
of years and threatening our collective future.   

Aquinas College Performing Arts Center
1703 Robinson Road S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Followed by a reception
Lecture is free and open to the public

LIMITED SEATING
RSVP to aquinas.edu/wegespeaker

Photography: ©Garth Lenz

13

 Chad Berryhill has a lot on his plate as the head 
coach of both the Ferris State men’s and women’s 
tennis teams.
 Before taking the head coaching positions at Fer-
ris in 2012, Berryhill, a Ferris State alumnus, was 
the assistant coach at Central Florida, an NCAA Div. 
1 team. The task of coaching two separate teams 
may not always be easy, but Berryhill does what he 
must to meet the needs of all of his players.
 “The biggest challenge we have is when both 
teams compete at the same time,” Berryhill said. 
“Obviously you can’t be in two places at once so you 
have to choose what team you are going to spend 
your time with. When the women are in season in 
the fall, I spend my time with them at the matches 
and vice versa in the spring when the men are in 
their main season. Last year both teams qualified 
for the NCAA tournament and at different sites.  It is 
tough when you have to choose what team you are 
going to go with because you don’t want the other 
team to feel neglected.”
 Berryhill added some help to the team when he 
appointed Danny Hunt as his assistant coach.  Hunt 
also graduated from Ferris from the professional 
tennis management (PTM) program.
 For the women, Berryhill is happy to see some of 
his injured players returning to action to make for a 
stronger lineup.
 “I like how flexible the team has been in helping 
us establish our doubles line-up as we haven’t had 
a lot of consistency with our pairings aside from our 
three doubles team of Janie Sell and Sydney Ber-
ens,” Berryhill said. “I really like how hard the team 
competed in our last two matches against the Uni-

versity of Missouri-St. Louis and the University of 
Indianapolis.  We need to continue to play with high 
energy in doubles to set the tone of the match.”
 Berryhill likes that the men have been able to pull 
out tough matches even when the team has not 
been playing their best tennis.
 “We have a young team, but a team that wants 
to get better, so our practices as of late have much 
higher energy and intensity because we know we 
have some big matches coming up,” Berryhill said. “I 
would like to see us play with more energy in doubles 
as well and have all of our players play with more 
confidence in their singles matches as we have had 
some struggles as of late.  I think we are going in the 
right direction.”
 Though a lot of hard work goes in to being the 
head coach of two teams, Berryhill still finds the 
time to step back and enjoy the work that he is do-
ing to help ensure success for his student athletes. 
 “The most rewarding thing is seeing the players 
improve and reach their goals and potential,” Ber-
ryhill said. “It is fun to watch them grow and mature 
and watch them over the years as they transition 
from underclassmen who follow the seniors to be-
come leaders on the team that have the new players 
follow them.”
 The men are currently undefeated in conference 
and sit atop the GLIAC with a 15-4 record and a 5-0 
record in conference. They have only five matches 
left to play before the GLIAC Championships begin 
on Friday, April 29, in Midland. 
 The women finished their regular season play last 
Saturday and now must wait until the end of the 
month for the official NCAA Tournament selections 
to be announced. The team compiled a record of 
15-9 and went 8-3 in the GLIAC. Their NCAA Midwest 
regional will begin on Friday, May 6.
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Men’s tennis still undefeated in conference 
 With a weekend sweep of Lake Superior State and Michigan 
Tech, the Ferris State men’s tennis team improved their GLIAC 
record to 5-0.
 The Bulldogs handled both teams with ease, winning both 
matches 9-0 to keep themselves atop the GLIAC. 
 Against Lake Superior State, the Bulldogs didn’t lose a single 
set and only dropped seven total games in the six singles match-
es that were played. 
 The match against Michigan Tech told a similar tale. The Bull-
dogs dropped one set total in Ferris freshman Nur Adim Ramdani 
Iswan’s 5-7, 7-6, 10-6 victory at No. 3 singles.
 The Bulldogs improved to 15-4 on the season with last week-
end’s wins. They will take the court again this weekend in match-
es at Northwood and Wayne State on Saturday, April 16, and on 
Sunday, April 17, respectively. Both matches begin at 10 a.m.

Softball swept by Grand Valley
 After a hot start to conference play, the Ferris State softball 
team was handed their first conference losses last Tuesday 
against Grand Valley State.
 The Bulldogs fell 3-2 in the first game despite outhitting the 
Lakers 6-4. Ferris senior pitcher Stacy Thompson received the 
loss despite only allowing one earned run and four hits. The Bull-
dogs had four costly errors that resulted in two of Grand Valley’s 
runs.
 In the second game, Ferris lost 6-5, with two runs given up 
resulting from the three errors by the Bulldog defense. 
 The bats were working for the Dawgs though with 10 total hits. 
Sophomore catcher Emily Reed and junior infielder Bailey Darwin 
both hit home runs in the contest.
 At the time of print, Ferris sits at 21-11 overall and 6-2 in the 
conference.
 The Bulldogs have a busy week ahead as they play 12 games 
in seven days. They will kick off their week at Wayne State on 
Wednesday, April 13, at 3:3 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
 
Women’s golf takes third
 Ferris State women’s golf placed third in the Trine University 
Spring Classic in Angola, Ind. at Zollner Golf Course last weekend.
 Ferris’ score of 337 was enough for third in a field of 13 teams. 
They placed just one stroke out of second place behind St. Mary’s 
college and 15 strokes behind first place Hope College.
 Ferris had three golfers in the top 10 with junior Jordan Duvall 
placing seventh with an 82. Ferris junior Claire Jansa and soph-
omore Sirinporn Phakamad tied for eighth with a couple scores 
of 84.
 The Bulldogs will play at the Walsh Invitational in Canton, Ohio 
on Saturday, April 16, and Sunday, April 17.

Track and field fares well at Bellarmine invite
 Ferris State had 19 top 10 finishers at the Bellarmine Invita-
tional on Saturday and Sunday, April 9 and 10.
 A combination of 17 Ferris athletes from both the men’s and 
women’s track and field teams were involved in the 19 top-10 
finishes. Five athletes recorded personal records on the first day 
alone.
 The team is back in action on Friday and Saturday, April 22 
and 23, at the Al Owens Invitational hosted by Grand Valley State.

Two teams, one man

Head tennis coach in charge of two teams

Photo  courtesy of FSU Photo Services

Ferris State tennis coach Chad Berryhill splits his time between the men’s and women’s tennis teams.

Beau Jensen

Torch Reporter

Follow 

us on

 twitter

@fsutorch
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 I don’t remember the first time I heard a jazz 
song. It was probably in a waiting room or an ele-
vator. For a lot of people when they hear jazz they 
think nothing of it and for most of my life I was the 
same way. But at some point when I was in high 
school I really started to listen. First just listening 
while I studied; the genre became more and more 
important to me as time went on. Nowadays jazz is 
what I listen to the most.
 Don’t peg me as one of those guys who listens 
to something so different from the average college 
student just because I want to be contradictory. 
I have a Wu Tang Clan CD in my car and I won’t 
wince at “679” at Shooters. But rap, rock, country 
or EDM just don’t have what jazz has. I love jazz not 
because it is different, but because it is better. 
 After 10 exhausting minutes of researching the 
history of jazz, I could not find two websites that 
agreed on where and when jazz started to emerge. 
So I’ll settle for Wikipedia, which tells me that the 
musical style got its start around the late 19th 
century in New Orleans. One thing all the websites 
could agree on—jazz would not exist without the Af-
rican American community in New Orleans. 

 Jazz is similar to rock, rap and country in that it 
has many subgenres. Just like rock has metal, soft 
rock or grunge, jazz has subgenres such as cool (my 
favorite), smooth and Afro-Cuban jazz. While there 
are plenty of styles I did not name, you probably 
get the picture. Jazz is almost an umbrella term for 
probably dozens of styles. That is just one thing that 
makes jazz great; you may not like one style, but 
there are so many to choose from, with at least one 
to fit every mood. It’s kind of like tea in that way. 
 Ferris has given me and many other students 
the tremendous gift of an absolutely phenome-
nal jazz band. Our school is blessed to have Har-
ry J. Dempsey and Matt Moresi at the helm of the 
band. Dempsey, previously the bass player for 
Frank Sinatra Jr. (seriously), was once the direc-
tor of the band. I had the pleasure of sitting down  
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 The Ferris State Torch  
welcomes comments on 
 topics of interest to the general 
readership. Letters should not 
exceed 300 words in length and 
The Torch reserves the right to 
edit for length. Letters will not  
be edited for grammar, punctu-
ation or spelling. The Torch will 
not print letters deemed to be 
libelous or obscene. All letters 
must be signed by their authors 
and include his or her phone 
number. 
 Unsigned editorials appearing 
on this page are the opinion 
of the Torch and do not neces-
sarily represent the opinion of 
the university’s administration, 
faculty or staff. Signed columns 
represent the opinion of the writ-
er. Inquiries regarding editorial 
content should be directed to 
the Editor in Chief at  
(231) 591-5978.

To advertise with the Torch, con-
tact Alexis Huntey at the Pioneer 

Group:
(231) 592-8391.

ahuntey@pioneergroup.com

 Student media retain the 
same rights, responsibilities, 
privileges and protections 
afforded by the First and 
Fourteenth Amendments of 
the U.S. Constitution and 
under applicable state laws.
 The Torch and fsutorch.
com, the student newspaper 
and its accompanying online 
version focused on Ferris 
State University, are public 
forums for student expres-
sion. Student editors have 
the authority and respon-
sibility to make all content 
decisions without censor-
ship or advanced approval 
for both the print and on-
line editions of the student 
newspapers.

Give jazz a try

 Within the Ferris community, Student Govern-
ment’s Finance Division is an obfuscate entity, albe-
it monetarily powerful and far reaching, responsible 
for the allocation of the Student Activity Fee (SAF). 
Such responsibility granted to a student bureaucra-
cy seems quite the grave error considering the im-
possibility of providing a true “collective good” for, in 
the words of Murray N. Rothbard in “Man, Economy 
and State,” “It by no means follows that every bene-
ficiary must be forced to pay for the good, which, in-
cidentally, he may not even want.” Although the SAF 
fee is, in fact, refundable, the minute window of 
time wherein individuals may receive their refund, 
coupled with the lack of awareness of said refund, 
sustains Rothbard’s aforementioned principle as a 
metric for Finance Division appropriation and allo-
cation. The fallacy of “collective goods” being es-
tablished, how might Finance Division determine 
the arbitrary profits/losses of a fallacious good? 
 Faced with the dangers inherent of a non-profit/
loss public financial entity, the Division executes the 
acquisition and expenditure of public (SAF) funds in 
order to acquire non-calculable “profits.” The inves-
titure of these “voluntary” funds toward registered 
student organization (RSO) events will, by defini-
tion, not benefit each individual by whom the SAF 
is funded. “Government, however, has no checkrein 

on itself, i.e., no requirement of meeting a test of 
profit-and-loss or value service to consumers, to per-
mit it to obtain funds.” Rothbard would readily ap-
ply the above description to Finance Division given 
the Division’s lack of accountability to the student 
body—accountability in this case being the individ-
ual student’s ability, or lack thereof, to “disinvest” 
in Finance Division, more specifically the SAF, were 
dissatisfaction to be incurred upon said individual. 
 In short, Finance Division is yet another bureau-
cracy redistributing the wealth of individuals in ad-
herence to specious conceptions of the collective 
good, the derivation of which neglecting the princi-
ple that, “only individuals have ends and can act to 
attain them.”

Finance Division: 
An Austrian perspective

Justin Austin
Guest Writer

 Justin Austin is from Big Rapids and is a junior  
at Ferris studying political science and economics.  
He is also the student government’s director of fi-
nance.

See Jazz on page 15
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 Professional newspapers every-
where are facing a difficult transi-
tion as website views trump actual 
reporting and dollars drive the in-
dustry. 
 The emergence of alternative 
forms of writing by companies such 
as Buzzfeed and the Odyssey fill so-
cial media feeds leaving imperative 
news buried beneath heaps of un-
intelligible “listicles.” 
 “She swerves to avoid hitting a 
cat; what happens next is shock-
ing!” 
 “37 signs you and your bestie will 

be friends forever.”
 “An open letter to my 19-year-old 
self.”
 It’s a brain drain.
 Still, newspapers exist as a bas-
tion of hope for the future. So long 
as newsstands remain full, honest 
and fair, information will be avail-
able to the masses. Decreasing 
the number of newspapers is tak-
ing away the voice of professional, 
accountable reporters and offering 
it to the amateur blogger who is 
not subject to fact-checking or—in 
some cases—spell check.

 Our fellow student journalists 
to the south at Grand Valley State 
recently fell victim to a significant 
budget cut. The Lakers behind the 
twice-weekly Lanthorn have grown 
accustomed to a yearly budget of 
$70,000, but next year will see 
a $15,000 reduction in funding. 
That’s a 21 percent decrease.
 According to the faculty advisor 
of two of GVSU’s three student me-
dia outlets, there will no longer be 
enough money in the media budget 
to sustain all three outlets. 
 A head was carelessly lopped off 

from the Grand Valley media Cerbe-
rus leaving the other two to fill the 
responsibilities of the whole. It sim-
ply cannot be done.
 The incident at Grand Valley 
State is not isolated. Multiple col-
lege newspapers across the coun-
try have faced threats of budget 
cuts in recent years. 
 It damages students aspiring 
to be journalists. It damages stu-
dents searching for a reliable news 
source focused on their communi-
ty. It damages society. 
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 I want to start this off by mak-
ing a statement that I have always 
believed to be true and that I was 
raised to believe to be true: sex, in 
any consensual form, is a healthy 
and positive thing. 
 On the upside, our generation 
seems to be making strides, evolv-
ing past the viewpoints that we were 
raised on, and that were forced on 
us and coming to the realization 
that sex is not something to be 
scared to talk about. It is not dirty. It 
is not something to be ashamed of 
(despite what the church or your sex 
ed. teacher might tell you). 
 I went to a public high school in 
the suburbs of Cleveland, Ohio, and 
much like public schools all over the 
country, we were essentially taught 
abstinence-only sex education. 
 I remember they would take a 
piece of tape and stick it to a num-
ber of people in the room and then 
show that after each time it became 
less sticky—as if previous sexual en-
counters makes you less worthy of 
love from somebody, like you can’t 
form a bond anymore because 
you’ve been intimate with other 
people. 

 Let’s not even talk about their 
blatant disregard for same-sex and 
multiple-partner interactions. Wait, 
sex can be more than male-to-fe-
male penetration? Whoa. Cunnilin-
gus, anyone? 
 Anyway, all of this seemed like 
such a load of crap to me, so I went 
searching for more open views of 
human sexuality: enter sex positiv-
ity. 
 Sex positivity is simply the idea 
of finding a person (or people) that 
share similar sexual interests and 
consensually doing whatever you 
want to each other and not feeling 
judged for it. This could mean every-
thing from whipped cream bras and 
panties to a sock-puppet orgy.
 Additionally, and bear with me 
here, this includes the idea that if 
you don’t want to have sex, don’t 
have sex. Refrain from sex be-
cause you want to, not because 
some repressed old bitch came in 

and showed you pictures of genital 
warts in high school and told you 
that if you open your legs you’ll get 
an STD and end up pregnant.  
 There are so many different forms 
of birth control available in the mod-
ern world that aren’t even being 
discussed in the classroom—male 
condoms, female condoms, IUDs, 
hormone shots, NuvaRings, birth 
control pills, sponges, spermicide, 
etc. 
 In the words of Sean McClain, 
a friend of mine who studies as-
trophysics at Alleghany College in 

Pennsylvania, “We have a sexual 
dysfunction in this country, an in-
ability to talk at its most fundamen-
tal level, about sex and about a 
healthy sexual lifestyle.”
 McClain also said, and I thorough-
ly agree, that the easiest way to fight 
the repressiveness and inability to 
talk is to change sex education and 
start teaching kids about sex, in all 
its forms, in a positive way. Teach 
them that it absolutely does not 
need to be a bad thing when you are 
with the right person (or people) be-
cause, after all, knowledge is power. 
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with him and Moresi last semester 
for a news article I wrote and I can 
tell you they are both terrific guys, 
both very passionate about jazz. Ev-
ery Ferris jazz concert I have been 
to (every single one since my fresh-
man year) Moresi and his band 
have hit it out of the park. The band 
has taken my appreciation of jazz to 
a new level. Seeing this band play 
is something I think every Ferris stu-
dent should do at least once in their 
college career.
 So reading this article has con-
vinced you to give jazz a try? Well 
I won’t leave you without a couple 
recommendations. First, you have 
to listen to different styles and find 
out which ones you like. If you like 
the busy, fast and free style often 
associated with jazz, I would recom-
mend Ornette Coleman. Coleman, a 
native of Texas, died just last year. 
“Faces and Places” is my favorite 
song by him. Check it out. Now, if 
you are looking for something a little 
cooler, more mellow, I recommend 
Paul Desmond. Desmond is one of 
my all time favorites. There is noth-
ing quite as peaceful as a nighttime 
drive while listening to Desmond’s 
“Emily.” 
 For my last recommendation, I 
will give you a full album to listen to. 
The album is called “Kind of Blue.” It 
is by Miles Davis and his band. Real 
jazz aficionados may be disappoint-
ed in me for recommending such a 
“mainstream” album (it is the best 
selling jazz album of all time) but I 
can’t resist. Give it a listen and you 
will understand why Jimmy Cobb, 
the band’s drummer, said, “It must 
have been made in heaven.”
 Jazz may not be for everybody 
and everybody may not be for jazz, 
but you won’t know if you don’t give 
it a try. 
 “Jazz music is America’s past and 
its potential, summed up and sanc-
tified and accessible to anybody 
who learns to listen to, feel and un-
derstand it. The music can connect 
us to our earlier selves and to our 
better selves-to-come. It can remind 
us of where we fit on the timeline of 
human achievement, an ultimate 
value of art.” – Wynton Marsalis 

Jazz from page 14

Why you should 
listen to jazz Let’s talk about sex

Angela Graf
News Editor
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It’s time to vote for your favorite person, place or thing!
To be eligible for the drawing you must fill out at least 75% of the poll. The Pioneer employees and families are not eligible to vote.

All entries must be turned in or postmarked by April 22nd, 2016.
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Good Luck!
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