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Ferris Debauchery: 

Drug Edition

 Students at Ferris and across the country are becoming 
more and more lenient when it comes to marijuana use, 
mirroring the results of the University of Michigan’s re-
search.
 The research found that marijuana usage rates are climb-
ing as students start looking at the drug as not a big deal 
or even beneficial, and many are pushing for legalization.
 Ferris plastics senior Omar Alkatie believes that it should 
be legalized for a variety of reasons.
 “There is overcrowding in prison. Too many people get in 
trouble or lose financial aid because of it,” Alkatie said. “It 
could be beneficial if we taxed it.”
 Legalizing weed seems to be a popular opinion on cam-
pus. Ferris automotive management junior Stephen Progar 

shared the same view when it comes to decriminalizing 
marijuana.
 “I think small amounts should be legal, to cut down on 
crime,” Progar said. 
 According to USA Today, this is the most the drug has 
been used in 35 years, claiming that one in 17 college 

students lights up every day. With more and more people 
smoking, students seem to be caring about it less and less.
 “It’s their life choice. If they want to do it, let them do 
it. Nothing above them, nothing below them,” Alkatie said. 
 The research conducted by the University of Michigan 
also showed that the percent of students using marijuana 
once or more in the past 30 days went up from 17 percent 
in 2006 to 21 percent in 2014. Students at Ferris think 
these numbers could be even higher.

 “I think that is low. More students smoke marijuana,” 
Alkatie said.
 In contrast, non-smokers appear to be taking a more laid 
back approach when it comes to their peers wanting to use 
the drug as well.
 “I don’t particularly care if people smoke,” Ferris me-
chanical engineering technology junior Paul Buerer said. 
“As long as they’re responsible.”
 Although most students are leaning more towards legal-
ization, there are still some who are reluctant to hop on 
the weed wagon. Ferris pre-pharmacy sophomore Rachel 
Dubuisson is one of these students.
 “I’m not really a fan,” Dubuisson said. “I don’t think there 
are any benefits so I don’t think it should be legalized.”
 When it comes to people who do enjoy the occasional 
hit, students who do not smoke appear to be less likely to 
surround themselves with them.
 “It’s not my lifestlye, it’s not who I would choose to hang-
out with,” Progar said.
 Whether it’s an occasional joint or a daily occurrence, 
there’s no question that marijuana use is and has been 
increasing. 
 For more information on the survey go to www.ns.umich.
edu.

Toke talk
Ferris students 

share their views 
on smoking

Megan Hiler

Torch Reporter

Too many people 
get in trouble or lose 
financial aid because 
of it. Omar Alkatie

Marijuana reports 
for the 2015-2016 

school year
Merrill: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Brophy: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Travis: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Clark: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ward: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cramer: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
McNerny: . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Vandercook: . . . . . . . . . .
Hallisy: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Puterbaugh: . . . . . . . . . . 
Bond: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Henderson: . . . . . . . . . . .
University Park Suites: . . 
West Campus Apt.: . . . . .
East Campus Suites: . . . 
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change to Student Government, and 
ultimately, the campus at large...”
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Over 1,000 rakes were issued for various projects during the 2016 Big Event, although several were reportedly returned in pieces. 

 Big Rapids was flooded with a sea of red T-shirts Saturday, 
April 16, as 1,739 student volunteers assisted 285 houses 
with yard work and chores in this year’s Big Event.
 The ninth annual one-day service project, designed to help 
local Big Rapids community members, saw a higher turnout 
than previous years.
 “Overall, I believe the event went amazing and I am so glad 
volunteer and resident participation has increased,” said Di-
rector of Ferris’ Big Event Kaitlyn Patrick. “I could not be more 
happy to be the director this year and work with such a talent-
ed, motivated and passionate team. This event, and my other 
philanthropic efforts, has truly given me a more knowledge-
able perspective about the importance of volunteerism as a 
whole.”
 The citywide effort drew positive criticism, and many resi-
dents were thankful of the opportunity.
 “I think they’re doing awesome,” said Big Rapids resident 
Ralph Crew. “I appreciate what they do.”
 Crew’s Cherry Street residence was aided by the hands and 
rakes of Ferris State’s Asian Student Organization (ASO) led by 
Brian Nguyen, who hails from a small town community.
 “Being able to give back to a small community means a lot 
to Ferris students and to all the RSOs,” said ASO President 
Nguyen, a junior in pre-pharmacy. “Big Rapids has the resourc-
es that other big towns and cities don’t.” 
 While the ASO and other Ferris registered student organiza-
tions (RSOs) were located close to campus in the city’s “red” 
zone, some teams, such as the Healthcare Management As-
sociation, spread out to the “yellow” and “blue” zones in areas 
of the city most Ferris students seldom see. 
 “If I didn’t have a car I’d be a little upset,” said Megan Cam-
eron, a Ferris healthcare administration management junior. 
“We’re working together, we’re laughing, it’s a fun time.” 
 A resounding theme of the event was the cheerful attitudes 
of its participants. Many cited hard work and helping the com-
munity as inspiring forces.
 “One of our organization’s missions is to help the commu-
nity of Big Rapids,” said Cameron. “We obviously want to get 
involved in something that serves our mission. You do get 
to meet the homeowner and see how you’re impacting their 
lives.” 
 “It’s a good way for residences to see us helping and not 
just being drunk college students,” said Ferris pre-veterinary 
science junior Tori Burzynski. “We get a bad rep but some of 
us are pretty nice.” 
 Ferris’ Big Event was inspired by the one started at Texas 
A&M. Since its 2008 inception, it has become the only com-
munity service event in Michigan of its type and one of the 
largest nationwide, according to Director Patrick.

The Big Event is a big deal
Over 1,700 Ferris students volunteer to help the community

Photo By: Rebecca Snow | Photographer

Ferris students flooded Top Taggart Field on Saturday, April 16, to collect house assignments and materials necessary to complete their service projects around Big Rapids. 

Jonny Parshall

Torch Reporter
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732 Perry Ave • Big Rapids - located behind Applebee’s
Monday-Friday 10am-9pm • Saturday 11-8 • Sunday 12-5

E-CIG OUTLET
Your Vapor Superstore

E-CIG OUTLET
Your Vapor Superstore

20% OFF All Items - All Day!
FREE E-Liquid with 

ANY PURCHASE
Buy 1, Get 1 FREE House Juice

Did we make a mistake?

LET US KNOW!
Corrections can be submitted through email at 

fsutorcheditor@gmail.com or by calling 231-591-5978

Ferris State Torch
Corrections

NEWS BRIEFS
Angela Graf

News Editor
Carnival 
    On Thursday, April 21, there will be a carnival held in the South Quad 
from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. The event is being put on by the South Quad res-
idence halls and will be complete with carnival games and concessions. 
Volunteers are still needed and anyone intersted in helping can contact 
Esad Miftari via email at miftare@ferris.edu. 

Tenured professors
    This year, Ferris had a total of six professors acheive the honor of ten-
ure. Their names and departments are listed below: 
    Rhonda Bishop, Health Professions 
    Amy Dinardo, Optometry
    Gerald Emerick, Business
    Rachel Foulk, Arts and Sciences
    Paul Long, Engineering Technology
    Anne Spain, Arts and Sciences.

Money Smart Week
    On Monday, April 25, Ferris’ Money Smart Week will kick off with the 
workshop, “Twelve Money Mistakes You Can’t Afford to Make” in UC 203 
at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. This is the first in a series of events designed to 
help students learn about personal finance and managing their money. 
For a full schedule of events, go to http://ferris.edu/HTMLS/admision/
financialaid/MoneySmart.htm.

Drop the toy and put your hands in the air
A roundup of this week’s crime at Ferris State University

By Angela Graf, News Editor

Hit and run 
 April 5, 4 p.m., officers respond-
ed to a hit and run in Lot 4. 

Turned down for drugs 
 April 8, 8:50 p.m., two subjects 
were found in the possession of 
narcotics at Turn Up The Good. One 
person was ticketed with an MIP as 
well as a warrant being issued for 
possession. 

Drunken rage 
 April 8, 9:25 p.m., officers 
investigated a report of a disorderly 
subject at Turn Up The Good. The 
intoxicated subject was told to 
leave two times before finally being 
arrested.

Alcohol poisoning 
 April 8, 11:45 p.m., officers 
assisted a student in distress in 
the lobby of the sports complex. 
The student was highly intoxicated 
and transported to the hospital for 
medical care. 

Mary J in Merrill 
 April 9, 12:20 a.m., officers 
investigated a marijuana complaint 

in Merrill Hall. One student was 
identified and referred to the Office 
of Student Conduct. 

Hatin’ at The Gate 
 April 10, 2:20 a.m., officers 
assisted the Big Rapids police in 
breaking up a fight in progress 
outside of The Gate. One of the two 
subjects was a student and was 
referred to the Office of Student 
Conduct. Both parties were lodged 
in jail.

Busted with a BB gun 
 April 10, 2:55 a.m., officers as-
sisted the sheriff department in the 
investigation of a man reported to 
have a gun in the University Parks 
Suites. The weapon in question 
was a BB gun and was turned over 

to the sheriff department. 

Dirty McNerney 
 April 11, 12:05 a.m., officers 
investigated a marijuana complaint 
in McNerney Hall. One student 
was ticketed for possession and 
referred to the Office of Student 
Conduct. 

Burned popcorn? Sound the 
alarms! 
 April 11, 10:20 p.m., officers 
responded to a smoke detector 
alarm in Miller Hall. A resident had 
burned popcorn. 

Check yourself 
 April 12, 4:55 p.m., officers 
investigated a report of a two-car 
accident in Lot 52. One vehicle had 
backed into another. 

Before you wreck yourself 
 April 12, 5:35 p.m., officers 
investigated a two-car accident in 
Lot 57. One vehicle had backed into 
another. 

DPS issued 267 traffic and parking
violations from April 8 to April 14,
totaling $4,330.

TORCH 

ON THE
RECORD
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Available 
Fall 
2016

ApartmentApartment
4 Bedrooms

$1,000 
semester per 

person

$350 
deposit

231.972.8212 or 989.775.6011
515 Clark St. For more information call:

Plus Utilties

The Original
Schuburger!

Best of 
Michigan’s 
Top Ten 
Burgers!
12 Beers on Tap! 
Awesome Dinners 
Starting at 5pm!

231-796-5333
Historic Downtown Big Rapids

109 N. Michigan Ave.
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11am-12am

Closed Sunday

Burgers: 
It's What We Do!
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Come to the
26th Annual

Litter Pick-Up
on April 23rd 9-11am

at the Big Rapids 
City Hall

226 N. Michigan Ave.
Prizes, refreshments, trash bags 
and gloves provided. Call Cindy 

at 231-592-4036 or email at 
cplautz@ci.big-rapids.mi.us 

to sign up!

Celebrate
Earth Day!

April 22nd
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 Drug law arrests are on the rise at Ferris, 
according to the results of the most recent An-
nual Security and Fire Report. 
 In 2013, there were 59 total arrests. This 
number went up to 79 in the year 2014, mark-
ing a 34 percent increase.
 “The majority are marijuana arrests,” Di-
rector of Public Safety (DPS) at Ferris, Bruce 
Borkovich said. “It’s everywhere.”
 The Flint native, who has been at Ferris for 
three years, believes that the reason for this 
is simple: Ferris is cracking down on campus 
crime. 
 “We have a lot of marijuana use in our resi-
dence halls, it’s almost out of control,” Borkov-
ich said. “We have gone overboard on giving 
warnings and student conduct, and as a re-
sult, we have kind of decriminalized marijua-
na. We are definitely going to be increasing our 
enforcements, our arrests.”
 Borkovich certainly has an impressive ré-
sumé when it comes to drug enforcement. He 
is a former Bay Area Narcotics Enforcement 
Team (BAYANET) member, undercover officer 
and a certified expert in illegal drug trafficking. 
 “I’m the universe’s biggest opponent to mar-
ijuana,” he said. 
 In comparison with Grand Valley’s 67 drug 
law arrests in 2014, Ferris still ranks higher 
with 79. This is especially surprising because 
of the population difference between the two 
schools. Grand Valley has 25,094 students 
while Ferris only has 14,533.
 “When we decriminalized it, what hap-
pened? The use went up,” Borkovich said.
 Ferris students have noticed the increase in 
drug use, especially marijuana, as well. Ferris 
construction management junior Max Schmidt 
has witnessed it first-hand.
 “I’ve seen a ton of people on drugs. I think 

the problem is getting worse,” Schmidt said. 
“It seems like people’s perception of lighter 
drugs, like weed, is changing. A lot of people 
are seeing it as something that’s not serious 
at all and don’t think about the fact that it’s 
illegal.”
 Viewing marijuana as a minor offense 
seems to be a common theme when it comes 
to students wanting to light up at Ferris. Jen-
nifer Kretz, a Ferris construction management 
junior, believes that students are not as con-

cerned about the consequences of getting 
busted with the illegal substance. 
 “I think that since Colorado legalized it, ev-
eryone thinks it’s normal now,” Kretz said. “It’s 
kind of like getting drunk. People want to get 
high every weekend.”
 But what students don’t think about is that 
getting high can come at a price, especially 
when it comes to life after graduation.
 “It’s a competitive market out there, and 
many times employers are going to ask about 
criminal convictions and drug use,” Borkovich 
said. “Stop and think about why you’re here. 
Put the kid stuff down.”

Higher and higher
Campus drug arrests on the rise

Megan Hiler

Torch Reporter

I’m the 
universe’s 

biggest 
opponent to 
marijuana.

- Bruce Borkovich

Letter to the 

EDITOR

 While it has been 
a rewarding op-
portunity serving 
as a senator for 
the 2015 – 2016 
school year, I am 
looking forward 
to serving as the 
Student Govern-
ment President this 
upcoming year. I 
would like to start 
off by thanking not 
only my campaign 

committee for their hard work and endless sup-
port during the election, but also the student 
body for their participation in   the voting pro-
cess.
 For those of you who do not know me, my 
name is Dylan Tantalo. I am from Owosso, 
Michigan. I am graduating this spring with my 
Bachelor’s in Criminal Justice. I will be return-
ing in the fall pursuing my Master’s Degree in 
Criminal Justice Administration.

 I am passionate about bringing change to 
Student Government, and ultimately, the cam-
pus at large, as I feel it is our purpose to do 
so. I have been fortunate enough to work with 
dozens of students this year who have various 
backgrounds and who share the same vision 
as me in terms of bringing positive, productive 
change. As I expressed during the campaign, 
there are two main areas we will focus on: inter-
nal operations and external operations, which 
will both change the dynamics of the organiza-
tion.
 Internally, we will be focusing our efforts to 
ensure the new member process is transpar-
ent; holding members accountable for their 
participation in events and duties; creating and 
promoting events and activities through our so-
cial media platforms; ensuring we follow true to 
our mission statement and values; and finally, 
keeping our focus and understanding our pur-
pose as an organization who represents the 
students. 
 Externally, our efforts will be focused on col-
laboration with more student organizations on 

campus; promoting the benefits and opportu-
nities available to all students and the impor-
tance of involvement; ensuring communica-
tion and transparency; and lastly, sponsoring 
events that impact students on a larger scale. 
 None of this can be done alone. For our 
goals to be accomplished, participation and 
involvement is needed. I encourage my fellow 
students to join me and the general assembly 
next year in fulfilling this vision. 
 The following individuals will be joining me 
on this endeavor as members of my cabinet: 
Josh Olszewski, Vice President; Patrick Malo-
ney, Treasurer; Katie Nimtz, Public Relations 
Director; Sarah Pirrami, Director of Internal 
Assessment; and Levi Cipcic, Parliamentarian. 
The Director of Finance, Director of Operations, 
and Administrative Assistant positions are cur-
rently being interviewed. 
 I am looking forward to the opportunity in 
serving as the Student Government President 
next year, and once again, I would like to ex-
press my thanks to those who have made this 
possible.

Dylan Tantalo

Join us at the Torch Job Fair

Thursday, April 21, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Located in UC 123

Seeking reporters, photographers, editors and a 
production assistant for the 2016-2017 school year



College Contact Phone # Location
Health Professions Richelle Williams (231) 591-2263  VFS 210
Arts & Sciences Barb Hampel (231) 591-3660  ASC 3052
Business (Undergrad Students on & off-campus) Carri Griffis (231) 591-2493  BUS 200
Business (Graduate Students) Shannon Yost (231) 591-2168  BUS 200E
Education & Human Services Jacee Potts (231) 591-2700  BIS 604
Engineering Technology Deb Ducat (231) 591-2961  JHN 200
Optometry Michelle Aldrich (231) 591-3700  MCO 236
Pharmacy Tara Lee (231) 591-3780  PHR 105
DCCL Megan Biller (231) 591-2710  ALU 113
Note:  You must satisfy all of your degree requirements before you officially graduate and receive your diploma.
Caps and Gowns may be purchased at the Grad Fair on March 22nd, 11:00 am – 5:00pm in the University Center – Multi Purpose Rooms 
or starting March 22nd - May 3rd at the Ferris State University Bookstore (located in the University Center, 805 Campus Drive, Big Rapids 
MI 49307).
Tickets are required for all ceremonies. All students planning on participating in a ceremony will receive (6) six tickets and are available 
at Grad Fair on March 22, 2016, tickets must be reserved by midnight on May 5, 2016.  Electronic tickets will be available for students to 
access/print starting March 22, 2016. Extra tickets are not distributed and lost tickets will not be replaced.
Commencement Program – Graduates must complete their online graduation application by Friday, February 26, 2016 for their names 
to appear in the Spring 2016 Commencement Programs or their name will not appear in the Commencement Program. In order to have 
the program printed and back in time for the ceremonies we have to adhere to these deadlines. Contact your college’s Commencement 
Coordinator if you have any questions.

Saturday, May 7
Time    College
9:00 am  College of Business
12:30 pm  College of Education & Human Services 
 Michigan College of Optometry
4:00 pm  College of Engineering & Technology

Friday, May 6
Time    College
3:30 pm  College of Health Professions
7:00 pm  College of Arts & Sciences 
 College of Pharmacy 
 Doctorate in Community College Leadership

For special accommodations or for more information 
regarding the Commencement ceremony, please 
visit the Commencement website www.ferris.edu/
commencement or call (231) 591-3803.

2016 MAY  
COMMENCEMENT

Friday, May 6, 2016 and
Saturday, May 7, 2016
Ewigleben Sport Complex (Wink Arena)
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 In light of the presidential election and all of the attention 
it’s been getting, one can’t help but wonder what their own 
platform would be if they ever ran for president. After a very 
brief period of thought, I decided that mine would be this: do 
whatever the hell you want as long as it doesn’t hurt anyone 
else. 
 You want a gun? Don’t shoot anybody. You want an abor-
tion? Don’t force somebody else to have one. You want to 
marry someone of the same gender? Don’t sacrifice a Chris-
tian during the ceremony. You want to work for $5 per hour? 
Work for $5 per hour. You want to shoot up heroin? Be my 
guest.
 Now, it’s that last one that really gets people. I thoroughly 
believe that all drugs should be decriminalized. Everything 
from pot to crack, and here is why:
Overcrowding in prisons
 The United States of America accounts for five percent of 
the world’s total population. When looking at the population 
of incarcerated individuals though, according to the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, America makes up a whopping 25 

percent, giving us the highest prison population in the world.
 As of Sept. 30, 2014, roughly 50 percent of sentenced in-
mates in federal prison were serving time for drug offenses. 
There are currently more than two million people in American 
prisons or jails, and the U.S. incarcerates more people for 
drug offenses than any other country. 
Money, money, money
 All of this sounds expensive, right? In 2010, it was calcu-
lated that the U.S. could save an annual $41.3 billion com-
bining the federal and state costs, by decriminalizing drugs. 
That isn’t counting the estimated $46.7 billion that could be 
collected in tax revenue, either. 
The black market
 In the same way that the prohibition spurred the creation 

of the mafia, the war on drugs has done the same for Latin 
American drug cartels. Legalizing drugs would eliminate the 
need for a black market and reduce drug related violence 
drastically. 
The lack of a moral issue
 If people want something, they will get it. This applies to 
drugs, guns, underage drinkers, etc. Weapons exist, nobody 
blames a spoon for making people fat; it’s a matter of free 
will. Whether drugs are legal or not will not impact how many 
people use them. In fact, it will assure that quality product is 
available to users, rather than substances that are diluted or 
laced with whatever the seller feels fit. I assert that if people 
know exactly what they’re putting in their bodies, the number 
of overdoses will decrease in turn. 
 There is substantial evidence backing up across-the-board 
legalization, and while I admit that there are valid concerns 
on either side of the argument, I do agree that if this were to 
happen there would need to be strict regulations such as age 
restrictions. The point of all of this though, is simply to say 
this: the war on drugs was lost a long time ago.

 It’s not every day that students at Ferris get to attend a free concert 
performed by a professional and well-rehearsed ensemble.
 On Thursday, April 14, at 8 p.m., the East Shore Wind Symphony 
held a free concert in William’s Auditorium. Students, faculty and com-
munity members gathered to watch the performance, “Olé! Music from 
South of the Border.” 
 The ensemble played seven pieces, most of which had a Latin Amer-
ican influence, and the performance ended with the piece “Mambo!” 
from the musical “West Side Story.” 
 “The ‘West Side Story’ piece was my favorite because it’s one of my 
favorite movies, so it’s pretty much the only thing that I knew,” said 
Ferris sports communication sophomore Nachelle Marshall. 
 The performance contained music that was upbeat and bouncy, 
as well as music that was mournful and even included subtle vocals. 
Throughout the entire hour-long concert, the talented musicians were 
fully engaged in their performance, occasionally even swaying joyfully 
with the beat. 
 “This is year six, so you just rotate through themes and you some-
times are challenged to come up with them,” artistic director and 
founding conductor Doug Burtch explained. “Sometimes, I base the 
theme on a particular piece I wanted to do and, in this case, ‘Danzon 
no. 2’ was a piece that I was interested in doing, so then I just kind of 
built a program around that one piece.” 
 The ensemble was made up of past and future conductors, musi-
cians and teachers from all over Michigan. 
 “We just appreciate Ferris State University and Dr. Cohen for having 
us and the wonderful turn out,” Doug Burtch said. “I’m appreciative of 
the people choosing to come here rather than go eat ice cream, so to 
speak, at their first chance of spring.” 
 To find upcoming performances or to learn more about the ensem-
ble, go to www.eastshorewind.com or find East Shore Wind Symphony 
on Facebook. 
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The East Shore Wind Symphony is Northeast Michigan’s leading professional wind band and was founded in 2010 on the idea of 

providing an outlet for high quality performances for accomplished musicians in the surrounding area.  

“¡Olé!”
East Shore Wind Symphony 

visits Ferris
Harley Harrison

Torch Reporter

Decriminalization Why all drugs should become legal

Follow us on

 twitter

@fsutorch

Angela Graf
News Editor
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LIFESTYLES
Hailey Klingel
Lifestyles Editor 

klingeh@ferris.edu

“I was doing a lot of psychedel-
ics, a lot of MDMA, cocaine and 
I’ve been drinking since I was 13 

years old. ”
  - Anonymous

See below for story
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The Torch asks five students why they do drugs
Nick Vander Wulp

Torch Reporter

 “I’ve been on multiple medications for an existing condition and I’ve 
had to be fully hospitalized because it had incapacitated me beyond 
being able to make my own rational judgments. I’ve had it to the point 
where family, because of the medications I was on, needed to create 
power of attorney to get me off of them. And different situations where 
none of the medicines that are being developed by the pharmaceuti-
cal industry have been effective. But, something I haven’t realized all 
through my recreational use as a teenager was when I had weed, I was 
fine. And as an adult, one of my doctors brought it up to me. So we went 
on a 60-day trial before marijuana was legal in the state. I quit all of the 
pharmaceuticals I was on and I haven’t had problems with my disability 
since.” 
– Ferris chemistry junior Michael Williams

 “I used to work at a golf course and when I was 16, I did a big favor for 
a member. He said, ‘The next time you come back I’ll have a present for 
you.’ I was like, ‘Okay,’ thinking it would be a big tip or maybe an old golf 
club or something. He came in a few days later and called me over to his 
car. He opened up his trunk, and there was this giant bag of weed. He 
takes out an empty Skoal can and puts a few grams in it and said, ‘Here 
enjoy this.’ And he handed me a 20. I was like, I might as well try this. My 
brother did it, my friends do it, you know, musicians do it. So I called a 
friend who I knew smoked, and we went out into the woods and packed 
a bowl. We smoked, but I didn’t know what to do so I pretended I was 
high. After a while, I wanted to do it and try it more. When I first started 
smoking I would get really goofy, but now I get high just to relieve some 
stress and calm down.” 
– Anonymous Ferris sophomore

 “There was a period of time, where with the exception of opiates, I was 
doing everything put down in front of me. I was doing a lot of psychedel-
ics, a lot of MDMA, cocaine and I’ve been drinking since I was 13 years 
old. I started smoking weed when I was 14 and was pretty much a daily 
smoker up until about two months ago. My break is only temporary until 
I find a job. I grew up with it in California and smoking was an accepted 
part of life for a lot of young people out there. So it was something that I 
fell into naturally. I’ve always dealt with a fair amount of depression and 
anxiety. It mellowed me out, for lack of a better term. That’s why I stuck 
with it for such a long time, despite the risks.” 
– Anonymous Ferris senior

 “It was my first time taking acid and my first time going to Electric 
Forest. I ate three tabs and like two or three hours later... like there’s 
this really weird crew on stage, I don’t remember what their name was 
but it was all this tribal shit and then we’re just sitting under these trees 
and we’re just talking and giggling and shit. And then I notice this worm 
squirming by us, and dude, I swear to God I’ve never seen anything as 
funny in my entire life. I kid you not dude, we’re sitting there staring at 
this worm for 45 minutes watching this thing just fuckin’ squirm around.” 
– Anonymous Ferris student

 “I’m a really social person, to an extent. I don’t really need weed to be 
social. I went through all of high school not really being high a lot. I loved 
high school—I had so many friends. I think one thing about weed that’s 
really helped me realize what’s great about it is the bonding. Sometimes 
it’s hard with some friends when you’re sitting there not doing anything 
and everyone is playing on their phones, because everyone is so at-
tached to their phones. If you pack a bowl or pack a bong and start a 
conversation while you’re rolling a blunt, everyone gets involved because 
they seem to love getting involved in the activity. People tend to get off 
their phones and get more face to face. It’s kind of interesting to see how 
a little plant like that can bring people together.” 
– Ferris accounting freshman Destry Contreras Graphic by:  Jordan Lodge | Production Manager 



The Villages of Tullymore 

Open House May 22, 2016 

Tour New Homes and New Condos.  First tour begins at Noon with 
luncheon buffet at 1:30 p.m.   Second tour at 2 p.m. with  luncheon 

buffet at 3:30 p.m.   Reservations required by May 7th  
Call 877-972-7676 and ask for Open House Reservations 

Or email info@century21whitehouse.com 

Located 55 miles north of 
Grand Rapids and 28 

miles west of Mt Pleasant  
In Canadian Lakes 

Call 877-972-7676 and ask for Open House Reservations 
OR email info@century21whitehouse.com

Tour New Homes and New Condos.  
First tour begins at Noon with luncheon buffet at 1:30pm.

Second tour at 2:00pm with luncheon buffet at 3:30pm

Reservations required by May 7th
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  Women in Technology (WIT) is a regis-
tered student organization (RSO) here at Fer-
ris that consists of a group of women, and 
even a couple men, who come from all sorts 
of majors in the College of Engineering Tech-
nology. 
 “We really focus on encouraging other 
girls to consider taking a role in the science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) field,” said WIT president and Ferris 
business administration senior Quincee De-
nault. “I think it’s beneficial to bring a group 
together that has similarities and to talk 
about those similarities and the challenges 

of being a female in a male-dominated field. 
  The group does Technology Engineering 
Aptitude (TEA) events with elementary and 
middle school girls, where they do hands-on 
engineering projects with the kids, such as 
building a hovercraft with a bag of random 
supplies and then having a competition to 
see whose works the best. 
 “It’s a lot of creative thinking and problem 
solving,” said Denault.
 In addition to working with kids, the mem-
bers of WIT tour places such as construction 
sites, participate in Ferris events such as The 
Big Event and even help undecided students 
find a major if they are interested in math 
and science by teaching them about the 
opportunities in the College of Engineering 
Technology.  

 “It’s open for everyone,” said Denault. 
“This year, we also had a few males join the 
group.”
 Denault said her favorite part about being 
president was seeing all the members get 
involved. 
 “We had a lot of new members this year 
who had never been in WIT before, and there 
were a bunch of them who just dove right in,” 
she said. “Just seeing people realize the ben-
efit of joining a group like WIT, I think that’s 
the coolest thing about being the president.”
 As newly-elected president Chelsey Por-
ter takes over WIT, Denault said she hopes 
to see the group’s presence on campus in-
crease. 
 “I’m really excited for the new group,” said 
Denault. “If we could get more steady num-

bers throughout the year, that would be re-
ally cool.”
 Denault’s advice for the next WIT group 
and for Porter is to “definitely explore ev-
ery opportunity for the group and try to get 
as many opportunities for the members as 
you can, because it really does make a dif-
ference. You can get so many opportunities 
from an RSO like WIT. It really influences your 
Ferris career.”
 WIT meetings are every other Tuesday at 6 
p.m. in Swan 202.
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Jen Corrie

Torch Reporter

Submitted photo

Women in Technology is a Ferris registered student organization consisting not just of women in technology, but of both women and men in the College of Engineering Technology.

RSO spotlight: Women in Technology
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 fsutorch.com | 231.591.2609

Call 616-875-7479 or 616-214-1613

2 Units Available
Move in over summer!

2 Units Available 
Move in over summer!

Lower Unit is 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath  
$280 per person plus utilities

Both very clean, in a quiet area and have a washer 
and dryer. Pets are welcome for an additional fee. 

Call 616-875-7479 or 616-214-1613

Upper Unit is 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath 
$320 per person plus utilities 

Located at 104 Division.

SILVERNAIL
REALTY

www.silvernailrealty.com(231) 796-632917810 205th Ave. Big Rapids

FOR RENT: 
Clean 1 to 6 Bedroom 
Apartments and Houses.
Deposit required. 
No Pets Allowed. 
CLOSE TO CAMPUS 
Some with FREE HEAT

Peak 
Properties

231-796-1200
peakpropertyrentalsonline.com

peakproperties@me.com

STUDENT RENTALS AVAILABLE
SUMMER 2014-FALL 2014 

DISCOUNTED SUMMER 2014 
LEASES STARTING @ $250

Utilities Included • Pet Friendly
WALKING DISTANCE TO CAMPUS • High Quality Units

FREE Wi-Fi • Affordable! • Clean

$100 OFF DEPOSIT*
*must present ad at signing

ROOMS AVAILABLE 
IN 1, 2, AND 3 

BEDROOM UNITS FOR  
SUMMER SEMESTER

INVENTORY BEGINNING AND ENDING        
CONDITION LIST. (Sample provided in Practical Guide for 

Tenants and Landlords)The landlord should supply the list. The 

landlord and tenant sign and receive a copy. This protects you 

from paying for the previous renter’s damages. This is required of 

certifi ed landlords in the city of Big Rapids.

ANY ARRANGEMENTS other than what is stated on the 

lease should be in writing and signed (alternative rent payments, 

utility payments, yard maintenance, etc.). Memories can be short 

so get it in writing!

ALWAYS get a receipt for your rent payments and know 

where they are. A cancelled check is a receipt. Cash in an enve-

lope or given to a roommate to pay is not!

DOCUMENT IN WRITING when reporting repair 

problems and send a copy along with fi ling a report to Neigh-

borhood Services if the repair is not completed in a reason-

able amount of time.

ARE ALL SMOKE DETECTORS WORKING?      
Remember this can be your fi ne and your life, not the      

landlord’s.

PAYING YOUR OWN UTILITIES? You can contact 

the service provider with the address & receive a history of 

the account.

DID YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND ALL OF 
YOUR LEASE?

Renter’s Checklist
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Contact your local  
sales representative
Alexis Huntey  

Call today for available sizes!
231-592-8391 or  

ahuntey@pioneergroup.com

Interested in advertising in the

AD DEADLINE:
Thursdays at 5 p.m. 

TORCH
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Jabari Suhuba-Baruti

Guest Writer

A  le tter  to  God
Suhuba-Baruti is a senior from Kalamazoo studying 

mathematics education at Ferris.

I think I understand why my Uncle got sick.
Why, after 35 years, his cellular structure changed,

Harbored harmful reactions and his body attacked him.
Rendered his systems useless, if ever left tubeless.

The perils of my Uncle mended a splintered family.
Took two factions, typically at odds,

And created a unified front,
Fused together by the pain of the one member they share.

Through his pain, we learned a valuable lesson:
It makes no difference on what side of the fence you fall

When the fence needs repairs.

I get why a man so ferocious between the lines of a football field
Would be afflicted by a disease that would shut his body down.

I have no confusion about why the greatest ball player ever couldn’t beat one last opponent:
A few ounces of his own flesh that turned against him.

I understand why Walter Payton—
A man nicknamed Sweetness for his smooth moves on the field,

And his giving personality off of it—
Was transformed.

It can be explained why he perished a yellow eyed man,
A shell of himself,

As he endured pain even his hall of fame career couldn’t match.
When Sweetness went sour what he did was incredible.

While Walter and Chemo were going twelve rounds with a disease
Walter took time to raise money and spend most of his own

With the simple hope that realizing it could happen to you is all it takes
And maybe a few lives would be saved.

Its reflection on these lessons that lessen the sorrows of loss.
Seeing the good,

Not in the bad
But that stems from it,

Gives purpose to pain so you can embrace and
Not run from it.

But what lesson is there in nine people dying?
Nine of your followers, doing your work,

Gunned down with every intention of starting the second civil war?
What lesson comes of mothers losing their young sons,

While trying to make routine purchases at a neighborhood corner store?

I need you to answer me, God!
Please tell me there’s a purpose to all this pain.

Please,
Don’t let us suffer in vain.

 As the spring semester is winding down and students 
are preparing for exams, projects and presentations, fresh-
men students will be reflecting on their first year at Ferris. 
 Ferris professional golf management (PGM) freshman 
Blake Davis has enjoyed his first year here, mostly due to 
the PGM program.

 “When I was doing my college search, 
I couldn’t choose any major that inter-
ested me besides golf, and it just so hap-
pened the PGM program was at a univer-
sity only an hour from my home,” Davis 
said. “Ferris was the obvious choice.”
 Although Davis is satisfied with a ma-
jor that is preparing him for a career in 
the golf industry, he strongly resents 

residence hall life. He is an independent person and resi-
dence hall life is too confining for him, so he is excited to 
move to Tioga Park Apartments this coming fall.
 Ferris construction management freshman Connor 
Timinski also dislikes residence hall life and will be living in 

the Rapids Apartments next fall semester. Timinski is part 
of Associated Construction Students (ASC). He stated that 

ASC has been great and he is excited to 
do more with it in his sophomore year.
 “ASC recently took a field trip to Chi-
cago to look at infrastructure and it was 
great,” Timinski said. “Currently, we are 
working on building baseball dugouts for 
the club baseball team.”
 Ferris public relations and marketing 
freshman Erin Patten really enjoys the 

diversity of Ferris and the career-based programs. Patten 
manages her packed schedule with two jobs, two majors, 
18 credits and membership in the Phi Sigma Sigma soror-
ity. She also plans on joining the Public Relations Student 
Society of America (PRSSA) this fall.
 Patton is also vice president of the soon-to-be estab-
lished personal strength and success registered student 
organization called Building Of Strengths and Success 
(BOSS). Patten wants to help students find the uniqueness 
and strengths within themselves.
 Patten said that joining Phi Sigma Sigma has been one 
of her favorite parts of her first year.

 “Joining Phi Sigma Sigma has been amazing,” Patten 
said. “There is a wide-range of girls who embrace individ-
uality and I really like that. It has been such a greater time 
commitment than I originally anticipated, but so worth it 

for the support system and having Olivia 
Odette as a Big Sister.”
 One last student who touched on their 
first year is Ferris psychology and crim-
inal justice freshman Tess Strasser. As 
opposed to Davis and Timinksi, Strasser 
loves living in Miller Hall.
 “I came to Ferris with my friend Jessi-
ca from back home,” said Strasser. “My 

first day moving in, I had to bring all of my stuff to the third 
floor of Miller and was not sure what college would be like, 
but having a friend from home living in my hall has made 
this experience amazing.”
 Joining the Alpha Xi Delta sorority has been Strasser’s 
favorite part of freshman year. She is the 5-Star and Ritual 
Chair and has gained a great sisterhood and social experi-
ences. Also, Strasser was recently elected the public rela-
tions head of the Phi Alpha Delta law fraternity.

Travis Sacher

Torch Reporter

Freshman year at Ferris
Students review their first year as a Bulldog

Erin Patten

Connor Timinski

Blake Davis

Interested in Graphic Design?
The Torch is now hiring a new production 
assistant for the 2016-2017 school year.

If you know the basics of Adobe InDesign and are interested in applying or 
getting more information, please contact us!  

What is production?
The manager and assistant work together to layout 

the paper each week. This includes creating 
graphics and coming up with creative new ways to 

design each page of the paper!

Jordan Lodge - Production Manager

lodgej@ferris.edu
Keith Salowich - Editor in Chief

salowik@ferris.edu
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 With the 2016 NFL Draft closing in, five Bulldogs are 
preparing for a shot at the professional ranks.
 Jason Vander Laan is a two-time Harlon Hill trophy win-
ner and the only quarterback in NCAA history to run and 
pass for over 1,000 yards in all four seasons. However, he 
may need to switch positions for a spot in the NFL.
 At both of his pro days and his workouts with the Chiefs, 
Ravens and Cowboys, Vander Laan worked out as a tight 
end as well as quarterback. He understands blocking 
schemes from a quarterback perspective, but actually ex-
ecuting them as well  as running routes and catching is all 
new territory.
 Vander Laan said, “It’s feeling comfortable and I’m 
ready to transition if that’s needed.”
  Vander Laan broke the NCAA record for career rushing 
yards by a quarterback with 5,953 yards. He also totaled 
8,240 passing yards. 
 This All-American has shown an NFL arm connecting 
with his speedy receivers down the field regularly at Ferris, 
so scouts are not ruling out his quarterback ability just yet.
 The biggest transition to the NFL as a quarterback will 
be going from a shotgun offense to a primarily under cen-
ter pro offense.
 “At Ferris, I maybe took three or four snaps a year under 
center. It’s something I’ll have to get used to,” Vander Laan 
said.
  The man that caught more Vander Laan-thrown balls 
than anyone is receiver Jacob Lampman. In the four years 
they played together, Lampman totaled 157 receptions for 
2,206 yards and 25 touchdowns.
 Lampman hasn’t had any private workouts with teams 
but he feels this is not a knock to his draft status for the 
scouts already have the film and measurables they need.
 “I’m a different style of receiver that the NFL hasn’t seen 
much of in terms of my physicality as a blocker. I have some 
of the best hands and routes in the draft and I’m definitely 
the strongest receiver in the draft,” Lampman said.
 Lampman ran a 4.47 second 40-yard dash and record-
ed 27 bench reps at the Michigan pro day. That ties an NFL 
receiver record for bench reps.
 He led his team in receptions twice, but the man who 
edged him out this past year was Antonio Agurs. Agurs to-
taled 65 receptions for 641 yards and two touchdowns in 
2015.
 Agurs played a critical role for the Bulldogs as the 
team’s primary slot receiver the past two years. He out-
shined all receivers at the Central Michigan pro day post-
ing the fastest 40-yard dash time, short shuttle time and 
the longest broad jump. He ran the 40 in 4.47 seconds, 

did the short shuttle in 2.6 seconds and had a 9-foot-10-
inch broad jump.
 He was approached by multiple scouts at the pro day 
but no private workouts have been held.
 Perhaps the Bulldog with highest draft stock is All-Amer-
ican defensive lineman Justin Zimmer. He has amazing 
athleticism at 300 pounds posting a 4.8 second 40-yard 
dash and a 9-foot-9-inch broad jump at the Michigan pro 
day. This translates into an incredible burst off the line. 
However, multiple scouting reports say he comes off the 
line “too high.”
 “Nobody comes out spotless. Everyone has something 
to improve on and that might be one of them for me,” Zim-
mer said.
 This is a small critique compared to his overall pro-
duction. He broke the Ferris single season record  in 
2015 for tackles-for-loss with 26, 13 of 
which were sacks. He also led his 
team last year with 83 tackles. This 
is a notch that is rarely held by a de-
fensive tackle.
 Many teams around the NFL 
are looking at Zimmer, but 
determining the teams’ 
interest is anyone’s 
guess but the team 
officials.Specu-
lative reports 
have seen Zim-
mer’s stock 
a n y w h e r e 
from the late 
third round 
to the sev-
enth.
 A n o t h e r 
Bulldog line-
man vying for 
an NFL spot 
is offensive 
tackle Cody Ding-
eldey. Dingeldey participated 
in the Central Michigan pro day 
when he posted the third highest 
bench rep total of the day with 31.
 Dingeldey started for the Bull-
dogs since 2013 and has anchored 
a line that created running lanes 
and kept a clean pocket for Vander 
Laan.
 These players make up Ferris State’s 
most lucrative draft class in years. Hav-

ing earned back-to-back GLIAC championships and 25 
straight regular season wins, these players helped Ferris 
football become an elite program.
 “This is a stepping stone for Ferris State football,” Lamp-
man said.
 If these players are drafted, it will shine a light on Ferris 
for potential future talent. High school recruits looking for 
a destination should take notice of the Dawgs’ success, 
and couldcarry on the legacy that these five seniors have 
put in place.
 The 2016 NFL Draft will take place Thursday to Satur-
day, April 28-30, in Chicago, Ill.

SPORTS Marshall Scheldt
Sports Editor 

mscheldt99@gmail.com

“I’m definitely the stron-
gest receiver in the draft.”

  - Jacob Lampman
See below for story
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7.01 second L-drill

6-foot-3-inch, 302 pound defensive tackle

4.8 second 40-yard dash

32-inch vertical jump

Cody Burkhard

Torch Reporter

Five bulldogs ready for NFL Draft next weekend

Photo by: Aubrey Kemme | Photographer

Ferris State slot receiver Antonio Agurs is one of five Bulldogs hoping to hear his name called on NFL Draft Day. Agurs led the Dawgs in receptions last season with 65 catches for 641 yards.

Justin 
Zimmer

Photo courtesy of Kevin McDermott
Graphic by: Keith Salowich | Editor in Chief

9-foot-9-inch broad jump

44 bench reps



MY CARE
MY WAY
IS 

3 blocks from campus at 110 Sanborn Avenue, Big Rapids 

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT ONLINE AT ppwnm.org or CALL 796-8612

supportive and 
personalized.
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 The Ferris State softball team has 
had a long season and now it’s com-
ing down to the wire.  
 The Bulldogs are looking to com-
pete in the Great Lakes Intercolle-
giate Conference (GLIAC) tourna-
ment at the end of the month.
 The Dawgs are currently in sixth 
place in the playoff race and will 
need to win their upcoming home 
games to keep pace in the confer-
ence. Sophomore pitcher and out-
fielder Sam Bates is glad to have 
home games at the end of the sea-
son. 
 “I enjoy having home games 
more at the end of the season be-
cause that’s when it starts to warm 
up and more people come out to 
support us. I love to see people in 
the stands,” said Bates.
 Bates isn’t the only one that likes 
having home games at the end of 
the season. Sophomore outfielder 
Alexx Astorga said, “I like the fact 
that games are more towards the 
end because it gives us an opportu-
nity to prove that we are a different 
team than last year and hopefully 
we get more people to come out 
and support us.” 
  After having two double headers 
this past week at home, the Dawgs 
won both games against Lake Su-
perior State by scores of 8-0 and 
11-2 but lost against Hillsdale 12-3 
and 3-1 and will be playing North-
wood and Walsh this week. 
 “For us to go to the tournament 
we need to finish on top of every 
game from here on out. We dropped 
a few games this year that we 
shouldn’t have and it’s time for us 
to prove we are here to win,” Bates 

said. 
 The Bulldogs have proven that 
this team is different than last 
year’s squad, but need to win these 
last few games if they want to con-
tinue their season. 
 “We can’t get ahead of ourselves. 
We still have games to win,” Astorga 
said.  

 These last few games are cru-
cial because three of Ferris State’s 
last four opponents are fighting to 
be in the tournament as well. The 
Bulldogs play against Northwood 
on Tuesday, April 19, at 3:30 p.m. 
and 5:30 p.m. and will play against 
Walsh Friday, April 22, at 3 p.m. and 
5 p.m.   

Sports Shorts
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Beau Jensen

Torch Reporter

Mark Hansen

Torch Reporter

Hockey dawgs are going pro 
  Another Ferris State Bulldog hockey player Sean O’Rourke signed his 
name on a pro contract, the fifth Dawg to do so after the 2015-2016 
season ended.
 O’Rourke signed on to play for the Kalamazoo Wings of the East Coast 
Hockey League (ECHL). He joins Kyle Schempp, Simon Denis, Kenny 
Babinski and Brandon Anselmini in signing a pro contract after making 
another run in the NCAA Tournament last year.
 O’Rourke’s 2015-2016 season was his best as a Bulldog on the offen-
sive end and played in all 41 games for the Dawgs. He wrapped up the 
season with 12 points on four goals and eight assists. The Alta Loma, Cal-
ifornia native’s new team, the K-Wings, currently trail the South Carolina 
Stingrays 0-2 in a best-of-seven playoff series.
 O’Rourke, along with the other men who signed a pro contract, helped 
the Bulldogs to their first conference tournament championship in the 
history of the school.

Basketball signs new Michigan talent
 Coming off of a great 2015-2016 season, Bulldog men’s basketball 
signed All-State wing Michael Peterson of Rockford to play for Ferris State 
next season.
 Peterson, standing at 6-feet-6-inches, was granted Detroit Free Press 
All-State honors this past season after averaging 15.2 points and 7.7 re-
bounds per game.
 Head coach Andy Bronkema told ferrisstatebulldogs.com, “It’s nice 
when you don’t have to travel far to find the piece you are looking for in 
your class.”
 Not including the four graduating seniors, there are currently 10 Dawgs 
on the squad who are native to Michigan while only one man is from out 
of state. While Peterson played for the Rockford Rams, he also played for 
the West Michigan-based AAU squad known as the Grand Rapids Storm.
 Bulldog men’s basketball won the GLIAC Tournament the past two 
years under Bronkema and made it as far as the Div. 2 NCAA Sweet Six-
teen in 2016 before falling to Saginaw Valley State.

Quarterback position up for grabs
 A total of five different quarterbacks saw action in Bulldog football’s 
Crimson & Gold Spring Game on Saturday, April 16.
 With three total scoring plays of 40 or more yards, three different Bull-
dog quarterbacks threw touchdown passes. As the stalwart backup quar-
terback to Jason Vander Laan the past couple years, Trevor Bermingham 
tossed two TD passes.
 Div. 1 transfer Reggie Bell threw one TD which turned out to be the 
game winner for the white squad. A couple other quarterbacks who saw 
significant action were redshirt freshmen Travis Russell, who had a 60-
yard TD pass and John Higgins.
 Bermingham is the only remaining quarterback that has played in a 
regular season game for the Dawgs. Last year he completed 24-of-31 
passing attempts and threw for one TD with two rushing TDs.
 Bulldog football will open their 2016 regular season with Ohio Domini-
can in Big Rapids on Saturday, Sept. 3.

Photo by: Aubrey Kemme | Photographer

The Bulldogs high five in their first home game of a long season. The team will play a majority of their final games in Big 

Rapids.

Ferris softball hosts a bevy of home 
games to finish out season

Coming home



Ferris State University does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion or creed, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, marital status, veteran or 
military status, height, weight, protected disability, genetic 
information, or any other characteristic protected by applicable 
State or federal laws or regulations in education, employment, 
housing, public services, or other University operations, 
including, but not limited to, admissions, programs, activities, 
hiring, promotion, discharge, compensation, fringe benefits, 
job training, classification, referral, or retention. Retaliation 
against any person making a charge, filing a legitimate 
complaint, testifying, or participating in any discrimination 
investigation or proceeding is prohibited.

Students with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation 
may contact Educational Counseling & Disabilities Services at 
(231) 591-3057 in Big Rapids, or the Director of Counseling, 
Disability & Tutoring Services for Kendall College of Art and 
Design at (616) 451-2787 ext. 1136 in Grand Rapids. 
Employees and other members of the University community 
with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may 
contact the Human Resources Department, 420 Oak St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or call (231) 591-2150.

Inquiries or complaints of discrimination may be addressed to 
the Director of Equal Opportunity, 120 East Cedar St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or by telephone at (231) 591-2152; or Title 
IX Coordinator, 805 Campus Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307, or by 
telephone at (231) 591-2088. On the KCAD Grand Rapids 
campus, contact the Title IX Deputy Coordinator, 17 Fountain 
St., Grand Rapids, MI 49503, (616) 451-2787 ext. 1113.
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 The Ferris State men’s and women’s basketball teams will be 
pairing up with the Area 5 Special Olympics basketball team in the 
11th annual Heart to Heart, Hand to Hand Special Olympics bas-
ketball game on Thursday, April 21, in Wink Arena.
 Players of the Area 5 Special Olympics team, which serves 64 
athletes in Mecosta and Osceola County, will pair up with basket-
ball players from Ferris State in an exhibition game at Wink Arena.
 The athletes will be intermingled to create a red team and a white 
team that will compete during the exhibition. The event is free and 
open to the public, and donations will be accepted during the game 
to raise money for Area 5 Special Olympics.
 Sports Careers registered student organization (RSO) is hosting 
the event in conjunction with Ferris professor Sandy Alspach’s com-
munication classes and the Area 5 Special Olympics.
 Ferris sports communication sophomore Sean Williams is run-
ning the event as the Special Olympics coordinator of Sports Ca-
reers RSO and he is also in Alspach’s COMM 389 class. 
 Williams, who has family involved in the Special Olympics all 
around the nation, said, “Our goal is to try to bring more people 
to the event than past years to kind of bring the Special Olympics 
athletes into the spotlight. I think everyone has bought in to how big 
this can be for the Special Olympians.”
 Events will take place during timeouts and intermissions includ-
ing relay races and musical chairs. At halftime, a dunk contest be-
tween four Ferris men’s basketball players will take place as well 
as a three-point contest between players from all three teams in-
volved.
 Ferris State senior Jared Stolicker has played in the event in past 
years and will also take part in the game on Thursday.
 “My favorite part of every year I have competed is seeing the joy 
it brings to other athletes. It makes me feel good seeing the enjoy-
ment in their faces,” said Stolicker.
 Stolicker said that throughout his years playing in the event he 
and other Ferris athletes have built relationships with the athletes 
of the Area 5 team.
  “We see some of them around campus and always have conver-
sations,” said Stolicker. “We have great relationships with them.”
 Donations will be accepted throughout the event at donation ta-
bles and during the Miracle Minute. A hockey jersey signed by the 
entire Ferris State hockey team will also be auctioned off at the 
event. All proceeds will be donated to Area 5 to pay for anything 
they need, such as travel, event registration and equipment.
 Ferris students and Big Rapids residents are encouraged to 
come to the game to cheer on their fellow Bulldogs and the athletes 
of the Area 5 Special Olympics in what is sure to be a great game. 
The game is set to begin at 7 p.m.
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 The surge of dominance in recent years for 
Ferris State’s athletic programs has left a mark 
on Michigan’s athletic leader boards.
 Research conducted by Bulldog journalism 
senior Harrison Watt and Bulldog sports com-
munications senior Nick Owens showed that 
for the 2015-2016 athletic season, Ferris State 
football, volleyball and men’s basketball held 
the best combined record among all schools in 
the state, regardless of division, at 68-14 with a 
.829 winning percentage.
 Football, men’s basketball and volleyball all 
won their respective GLIAC titles this season. 
Basketball won the GLIAC Tournament Cham-
pionship, football won the league outright after 
their second undefeated regular season in a 
row and volleyball led the GLIAC in the regular 
season and won their GLIAC Tournament.
  Men’s basketball head coach Andy Bronke-
ma, who recently recruited some new talent, 
told ferrisstatebulldogs.com that he believes 
Ferris State’s athletic reputation helps him a 
great deal in the recruiting process.  
 “A big credit for our recruiting success goes 
to the overall state of our athletic department at 
Ferris State,” Bronkema said. “There is a lot of 
hype around many of our teams right now and 
that is translating to popularity. We’re extremely 
excited about these guys and what they mean 
to the future of Bulldog Basketball.”
 Hannah Guy will be a redshirt sophomore on 
the volleyball team for the 2016-2017 season. 
She said that she thinks Bulldog athletics have 
done well because of the hard work and deter-
mination that Ferris State exhibits.
 “Success is not just something we wish for, 
we set ourselves to a standard to be successful 
and that happens with extra reps in the gym, 
waking up at 5 a.m. for morning workouts and 
keeping strong teammate and friend relation-
ships on and off the court,” Guy said. “And I 
think that is where recruits come in.”
 Guy elaborated on why she thought recruits, 

specifically for volleyball, would choose Ferris.
 “We are not just teammates in the gym, but 
outside of the gym we are like sisters,” Guy said. 
“We do everything together, and honestly that is 
one of the reasons I came to Ferris. The team 
was so welcoming and I knew it would be a per-
fect fit. And of course, everyone loves to play on 
a team that wins.”
 Ferris State sits at the top of the leaderboard 
with their 68-14 record, followed by Div. 3’s 
Hope College in the number two spot with a 50-
19 record and .724 win percentage. Coming in 
at the third spot is Div. 1’s Michigan State with 
a 60-22 record with a win percentage of .681.
 At the fourth spot sits GLIAC rival Grand Val-
ley State University with a 50-26 record and 
.657 win percentage. Another GLIAC competitor, 
Hillsdale College, sits in the fifth position with a 
46-24 record and .657 win percentage as well.

 Only one Div. 1 team, Mich-
igan State, graces the top 
five of the chart. The GLIAC 
conference itself hosts three 
top five spots with one repre-
sentative from Div. 3 in Hope 
College.
 Shakur Sanders will be a 
senior receiver on the football 

team for the start of the 2016 season. Sand-
ers is confident and straight to the point when 
it comes to why Ferris State is so dominant and 
why recruits should come to Ferris.
 “I think it is because we started something 
new here at Ferris when the new football coach-
es came and changed the atmosphere,” Sand-
ers said. “That helped the community, and that 
helped the other teams. We support everyone 
and every team, and it helps recruiting because 
people love a competitive and winning environ-
ment, and that is what we have.”
 The recurring theme among the athletes of a 
“winning environment” certainly exists at Ferris, 
and the .829 winning percentage for the foot-
ball, men’s basketball and volleyball shows just 
that.

Marshall Scheldt

Sports Editor

Beau Jensen

Torch Reporter

Heart to heart, 
hand to hand

All we do 
is win

Photo by: Katie Tobak  | Photographer

Ferris State football, volleyball and men’s basketball had the best combined winning percentage in Michigan last 

season.

Hannah Guy

Ferris fans promote winning culture
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 The Ferris State softball team is currently in a battle to make 
the postseason. 
 The Bulldogs sit at the No. 6 spot in the GLIAC and must 
finish the season in the top eight in the conference in order to 
play in the GLIAC Tournament in late April.
 Earlier this week, Ferris senior pitcher Stacy Thompson 
was stellar and helped the Bulldogs get closer to the playoffs. 
Thompson, a Kalamazoo native, had a rough day in a 12-3 
loss against Hillsdale on Friday, April 15, when she gave up six 
earned runs in three innings.
 Thompson came back very strong in her following three 
starts, which earned her Top Dawg this week.
 In the second game of a double-header against Tiffin on Sat-
urday, April 16, Thompson pitched all seven innings, allowing 
just one earned run and five hits in Ferris State’s 3-2 victory.
 The following day, in the first game of a double-header 
against Ohio Dominican, Thompson came in late to finish off 
the last seven ODU batters where she didn’t give up a single hit 
in Ferris’ 5-4 loss. 
 Thompson started the second game of the double-header 
and shined. Once again, she pitched all seven innings and this 
time only gave up two hits and zero earned runs to go along 
with three strikeouts in a 2-1 victory over the Panthers.
 Ferris softball takes the field once again this weekend as 
they play in three double-headers at home against Walsh on 
Friday, April 22, Malone on Saturday, April 23 and Findlay on 
Sunday, April 24. 

Marshall Scheldt

Sports Editor
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 You are walking into Starr and all of the sud-
den you are engulfed in a thick fog that smells 
like your grandma’s pecan pie. No, I am not 
describing a dream; this is a nearly daily oc-
currence of college students. The fog is vapor, 
and you are walking behind a guy or gal who is 
commonly known as a “vaper.”
 Vaping seems to have happened overnight. 
When I was a freshman I remember knowing 
just one guy who vaped; now I have many 
friends who blow clouds and I see it all over 
campus. Research published just this month 
says 6.7 percent of adults have tried vaping 
and 12 percent of high schoolers have hit the 
rig. I’m told those blocks with a mouthpiece are 
called “rigs.” 
 Many people are concerned about this 
trend. These vapers are consuming nicotine, 
the active ingredient in other tobacco products 
like cigarettes. Some of these concerns are le-
gitimate, but there is little conclusive research 
available and that can be almost as scary as 
having data that suggests negative effects. But 
is vaping dangerous? The only totally truthful 
answer is that we don’t really know yet, but it 
seems less harmful than cigarettes. 
 What we do know is that vaping is consider-
ably less expensive than smoking. Some stud-
ies suggest that switching to an e-cig can cut 
your annual tobacco costs in half. This is a very 
strong argument for switching to vapor consid-
ering that if you smoke a pack and a half a day, 
you are spending over $3,500 a year. 
 And it’s not just money that vaping is saving, 
it may be lives, too. The vapor being inhaled 
does not contain the tar that cigarettes do and 
secondhand smoke is almost non-existent with 
e-cigs. 
 “So far, evidence suggests that e-cigarettes 
may be safer than regular cigarettes. The big-
gest danger from tobacco is the smoke, and 

e-cigarettes don’t burn. Tests show the levels 
of dangerous chemicals they give off are a frac-
tion of what you’d get from a real cigarette.” 
This was written in a peer-reviewed piece by R. 
Morgan Griffin published through WebMD.
  While higher taxes and stricter regulations 
on where you can smoke have been projected 
to decrease the amount of smokers, there is 
evidence that a less harmful substitute can 
lead to less smoking and less smoking-related 
deaths. And if you are like me and think a “sin 
tax” is immoral and don’t think the government 
should be in the business of telling us where 
we can smoke but still hope for a more healthy 
country, the popularity of a safer alternative to 
cigarettes should excite you. 
 In some European countries the populari-
ty of a smokeless tobacco called “snus” was 
correlated with the overall decrease in tobac-
co use. Derek Yach of Spectator Health writes, 
“In Norway, by contrast, snus consumption by 
adults rose from four percent in 1985 to 28 
percent in 2012—and overall tobacco use fell 
by 20 percent.” He goes on to say that after 
bans on snus were implemented, the decrease 
in tobacco use slowed the decline in tobacco 
use. 
 This tells me that safer alternatives to ciga-
rettes can be influential in the overall decrease 
of smoking. I think that is what we all want—a 
healthier society. Bans on vaping are counter-
productive to this goal. Some big cities like Los 
Angeles have implemented sweeping bans on 
e-cigs everywhere that cigarettes are banned, 
including public parks. 
 It’s true that vaping doesn’t really look cool. 
We often associate vaping with “club kids” or 
guys with SWAG written on their shirts. But va-
ping can save lives and there is nothing cooler 
than being alive. Over-regulation and bans on 
e-cigs are a perfect example of governments 
trying to help, but really hurting. 
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 Ferris criminal justice senior Dylan Tantalo was recently elected 
to serve as next year’s student government president after earn-
ing less than one percent of the total student body’s vote.
 Of Ferris’ 14,533 Bulldogs, 138 cast their vote for Tantalo. Just 
217 students were moved to vote in the election, which amounts 
to less than 1.5 percent of the student body.
 Our country as a whole has seen near constant streams of 
election coverage over the last several months. Donald Trump 
and Bernie Sanders practically hold a monopoly over trending on 
Twitter.
 Still, despite the political pendulum swinging towards its pop-
ularity peak once again thanks to this election cycle, we see 
embarrassingly few Ferris students willed to vote for their own 
representative.
 For comparison, according to Kylie Wojciechowski at the Valley 
Vanguard of Saginaw Valley State University, 1,003 students vot-
ed in their student association presidential election and the win-
ner garnered 659 total votes. SVSU has several thousand fewer 
students than Ferris State, as they boast an enrollment of 9,766.
 Ferris’ voter turnout not only trails the Cardinals’, but is also 

down from last year’s totals. Last year, 633 students voted in Fer-
ris’ student government election. Of the 633 student voters, 379 
voted for current president Wayne Bersano while he was studying 
abroad in Germany.
 Tantalo’s campaign page on Facebook racked up 234 likes, 
which was more than the total number of voters placing a vote 
in the election. Evidently, people like the idea of supporting their 
potential representative, but not enough to actually act on the 
impulse.
 So why are Ferris students just not voting? For many, it was a 
problem of awareness. One of Tantalo’s campaign platforms was 
to expand awareness of what student government is responsible 
for, and the events that they hold.
 Election numbers like these show just how pivotal it is for Tan-
talo to deliver on that promise.
 Tantalo and the rest of student government won’t be represent-
ing 1.5 percent of the student body next year. They’ll be repre-
senting everyone, including the 98.5 percent that forfeited their 
voice by finding something better to do during the election.
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 Raquelle, your mother emailed you. The test results are nor-
mal. You missed a pretty sweet party, Spence. Your friend Du-
wan posted the pictures. Mike was pretty smashed. You have 
new Farmville notifications, Tina. Really? Farmville?
 None of this was information I actively sought out. I had no 
intention of seeing it or knowing it. But I do know it because 
these are the first things I see when I open an internet browser 
on a university computer. 
 Now, I do not know the problem students have with logging 
out of social media or email sites. Have they never used a pub-
lic computer? Are they too familiar to a private laptop or smart-
phone? Who are their parents and where did these folks go 
wrong? I have a secret for you: exiting a browser does NOT log 
you out of a personal site unless the computer is shut down. 
And if you use a university-owned computer in the middle of 
the day to check Facebook or Twitter, chances are somebody’s 
going to use it after you and be able to see all your personal 
information.
 I’m a fairly respectful guy. When I open an internet browser 
to find students have failed to log out of Facebook, Twitter or 
email, I politely log them out and log in again using my own 
personal credentials. But not everybody is this nice. School 
computers are used by everybody—townies, weirdos, assholes 
and downright criminals. 
 Failing to log out can result in everything from minor annoy-
ances to serious identity theft. Chances are, you may have re-
ceived a confirmation email from Amazon or eBay or wherever 
with a username and password. A person can access that in-
formation, which can lead to them charging ridiculous sums to 
your credit card. This is a worst case scenario.
 Other lesser consequences include having your password 
changed by someone who was feeling particularly puckish or 
being enrolled in classes you had no intention of taking (and 
being charged!). So if you don’t want unwanted pictures of 
dead dogs posted to your Facebook by an unwashed drifter 
who wandered into FLITE, I suggest moving the cursor over 
that little arrow, clicking “log out” and feeling seriously proud 
of yourself. Seriously.

Log out. Seriously. 
Reminding Ferris students to log 
out of their accounts when on a 

campus computer

Jonny Parshall
Torch Reporter

 Ten days from now a lot of college football play-
ers lives will change. Some will hear their name 
called, some will get a tryout and others might 
not even continue their football career. We are 
talking about the NFL draft and our former Bull-
dog Justin Zimmer. 
 Zimmer has put a lot of work into getting to the 
next level and is on the NFL radar for multiple 
teams, but the one team that I think could really 
use his skills are the Detroit Lions. 
 How could Zimmer fit with the Lions’ defensive 
scheme, you might ask, but it really makes a lot 
of sense if you think about it. Zimmer is very ath-
letic and raw, but if he was put into a 3-4 defense 
he could excel at breaking up the pass. 
 With his elite quickness and burst rushing off 
the edge and through the middle, Zimmer can 
attack the ball each and every play because 
he is intelligent and athletic enough to blow up 
screens, play action and read option plays.
 The Lions are looking for help on the offensive 
and defensive line, but since Zimmer could play 
defensive end or defensive tackle, he could be 
that versatile player the Lions need on the defen-

sive side of the ball.   
 If the Lions decided to pick him up in the draft, 
Zimmer could possibly be one of the best steals 
out there. Zimmer is also from Greenville, so the 
Lions would be drafting a homegrown player. 
 The only thing holding Zimmer down is the level 
of competition he competed against at the Div. 
2 level. Zimmer has excelled in every other test 
that has been thrown his way. Zimmer  is doing 
what everyone else preparing for the draft is do-
ing now—waiting.  
 So if you end up watching the draft in 10 days, 
don’t forget how stressful it is for the players look-
ing to continue their career. Zimmer is going to be 
watching, waiting and hoping that he will get that 
phone call that will change his life. 

Mark Hansen
Torch Reporter

Photo courtesy of FSU Photo Services

Ferris defensive lineman Justin Zimmer may hear his name called for the Detroit Lions on NFL Draft Day.

Zimmer fits with Lions
Ferris standout may be suited to Lions’ defensive scheme

Illustration by: Mikala Piller | Cartoonist
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