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HERE’s wHAT’s INSide
Deep water

Did you know that the Student Rec-
reation Center flooded this sum-
mer? Read up on the damages and 
how Ferris plans to move forward. 

news| Page 5

Homecoming 
bounce back

The football team is getting hyped 
for homecoming weekend after a 
20-3 loss to Ashland.

Sports | Page 9

Megan Lewton 
Torch Reporter

 Ferris has a diverse stu-
dent body from different back-
grounds, which means that 
a variety of religions exist 
throughout campus.
 The upcoming fall months 
bring many religious holidays 
from many different faiths, 
such as Islam, Hinduism and 
Judaism. These holidays bring 
students together to celebrate 
what unites their religion all 
across the world.
 According to Ferris Assistant 
Director of the Office of Inter-

national Ed-
ucation Lisa 
vonReichbau-
er, the main 
religions prac-
ticed on cam-
pus are Chris-
tianity, Islam, 
Hinduism and 
Buddhism.
 In Islam, a 
main holiday 

celebrated in September is 
Al-Hijra, the Islamic New Year, 
which took place Sept. 21 and 
Sept. 22. Celebration of this 
holiday is shared across cam-
pus, as Islam is one of the 
most popular religions amongst 
international students, accord-
ing to vonReichbauer.
 “We have a fairly large Mus-
lim population of students,” 
vonReichbauer said. “And they 
also have worked through their 
Muslim student organization in 
the last few years and they have 

purchased a 
mosque and 
so they have 
a mosque in 
the downtown 
area of Big 
Rapids right 
now because 
the popula-
tion has in-
creased quite 
a bit.”

 The end of September also 
brings Jewish holidays such as 
Rosh Hashanah, which is the 
Jewish New Year, on Sept. 21 
and Sept. 22 and Yom Kippur, 
during which people fast, re-
frain from work and pray for the 

An act of faith
Religious holidays unite students on campus

www.fsutorch.com

Lisa
vonReichbauer

Mariko
Hasegawa

HINDUISM
Name means: N/A, Hinduism was not 
originally founded as a religion 

Adherents: Over one billion

Focus: Righteousness, wealth, desire 
and salvation

Founded: Est. 5,000 - 10,000 B.C.

Name means: “Teachings of the 
Buddha,” or “Enlightened One” 

Adherents: Over 376 million

Focus: Morality, meditation and wisdom

Founded: Est. 500 B.C.

BUDDHISM

ISLAM
Name means: “Submission to the will 
of God” 

Adherents: Over 1.8 billion

Focus: Declaring faith, praying, giving 
to charity, fasting and pilgrimage

Founded: Est. 600 A.D.

Name means: “Follower of Christ,” or 
“Follower of the anointed one” 

Adherents: Over 2.2 billion

Focus: The Holy Trinity and the 
teachings of Jesus Christ

Founded: Est. 300 B.C.

Christianity

Religion| see page 3
Graphic by:  Jordan Lodge | Production Manager The above information was taken from CNN’s “Fast-Fact” religion pages
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NEWS “We’ve lost a lot of people in this community to suicide,”
- Michelle Lewis - See page 4 for story

Harley Harrison | News Editor | harrih12@ferris.edu

Grant Sidall 
Torch Reporter

 Drugs disguised as Smarties, meth lol-
lipops and fentanyl stickers are just a few 
of the ways drug concealment is evolving.
 On Sept. 19, Ferris welcomed Officer 
Jermaine Galloway to speak about current 
drug trends and concealment methods. 
The event, called High in Plain Sight, drew 
a crowd of professionals from surrounding 
communities hoping to learn applicable 
information from Galloway’s experience in 
both law enforcement and teaching about 
drugs and alcohol. 
 “There were a lot of drug references 
that went over my head and that kind of 
surprised me, just the amount of them,” 
Ferris public health senior Anthony Picard 
said, who was one of two students in 
attendance. “Also, just the scope of the 
problem, people really don’t understand 
drug mixing and things like that.”
 One of the most common new meth-
ods that people are using to mix drugs 
is by lacing them with fentanyl. Fentanyl 
is an opioid pain medication that was re-
sponsible for 20,100 overdose deaths in 
2016, according to the National Center 
for Health Statistics. That is 262 percent 
higher than the amount of meth overdos-
es and 24 percent higher than the second 
leading killer—heroin.
 On college campuses, marijuana and al-
cohol are the especially concerning topics. 
According to data from the 2016 National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health, 40.8 per-
cent of college students reported having 
been drunk within the last month, as op-
posed to 30.4 percent of young adults not 
attending college. Likewise, 32.4 percent 
of college students reported binge drink-
ing (5 or more drinks in a row) in the last 
two weeks, compared to 28.7 percent of 
young adults not attending college.

 “There was a guy in my hall who got 
moved in about halfway through the year 
and he always smelled like marijuana,” 
Ferris criminal justice junior Samantha 
Costanzo said. “He had been caught in 
other halls underage drinking and got 
kicked out. Things really went downhill 
from there. He was just always drunk.”

 The National Survey on Drug Use and 
Health also reported that daily marijuana 
use amongst young adults is at its highest 
percentage of use since the early 1980s. 
Amongst college students, the survey 
shows that 4.9 percent admit to daily use, 
a 2.1 percent increase from 20 years pri-
or in 1996. Amongst young adults not at-

tending college, that number skyrockets to 
12.8 percent.
 “I would say drug use has gone up 
across the board,” Officer Galloway said. 
“When you add in college students to 
that, I don’t think anyone is going to say 
it’s gone down.”

High in plain sight

Photo by: Abbey Good | Multimedia Editor

Officer Jermaine Galloway talks to Ferris students and members of the Big Rapids community about drug use.

Officer comes 
to Ferris to 

discuss current 
drug trends

Megan Lewton
Torch Reporter

 College students have to learn to 
balance classes, homework and a social 
life and often times, exercise is left out of 
the mix.
 According to the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, only one 
in three adults get the recommended 
amount of exercise per week.
 Some students are combining physical 
fitness and classes into one by taking a 
recreational class as a cultural enrich-
ment credit. These classes are typically 

one credit and can range from workouts 
like aerobics and strength training, to ac-
tivities such as volleyball and Zumba.
 Ferris medical laboratory science se-

nior Dakota Brandau is 
taking introduction to fit-
ness to learn how to be 
healthier.
 “It’s definitely opened 
my eyes to new work-
outs and how to use 
the different machines,” 
Brandau said. “A lot of 
it lately has been nutri-
tion, so that really helps 

because I learned that you can’t exercise 
a bad diet.”
 Some of these recreational classes 
also provide training for emergency sit-
uations, such as advanced first aid and 
self-defense. Ferris criminal justice soph-
omore Miranda Sexton is learning self-de-
fense this semester to be prepared if she 
encounters an attacker.
 “Obviously, if I get in a situation where 
I’m toughing with someone, then I need to 
know how to defend myself,” Sexton said. 
 By taking a class where they can be 
physically active while earning cultural 
enrichment credits at the same time, stu-

dents don’t have to pick exercise or edu-
cation over the other.
 According to Sexton, these classes help 
students gain muscles and lose weight, 
amongst other benefits.
 In addition, staying active during college 
can be motivational for students and pro-
vide them with more energy to study, to be 
social or to exercise more.
 “I definitely have more motivation now 
because I do know what I’m doing more,” 
Brandau said. “I’ve learned what ma-
chines work what and how it affects dif-
ferent parts of your body. Yeah, I definitely 
have more motivation.”

Killing two birds with one stone
Stay fit while earning cultural enrichment credit

Miranda
Sexton
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forgiveness of their sins on Sept. 
30. However, Ferris has a small-
er Jewish population than other 
religions on campus.
 “Our Jewish population from 
the student perspective is quite 
small on campus,” vonReichbau-
er said. “That can be for vari-
ous reasons but we don’t have 
a synagogue in Big Rapids, so 
students would have to drive at 
least an hour to get to a syna-
gogue in Grand Rapids or Mount 
Pleasant.”
 Many other religions are preva-
lent at Ferris as well. Ferris inter-
national liberal arts junior Mariko 
Hasegawa, an exchange student 
from Japan, practices both Shin-
toism and Buddhism. 
 “In Japan, there are few peo-
ple who do something to god,” 

Hasegawa said. “They just be-
lieve god. We don’t have [one] 
particular god; we believe ev-
erything in nature should be re-
spected. Everything has its own 
spirit.”
 Because of the wide variety of 
religions on campus, students 
should make an effort to learn 
about the other faiths, according 
to Ferris religions professor Dr. J. 
Randall Groves.
 “It’s one of the key things 
for understanding the culture,” 
Groves said. “You’re not going to 
understand without understand-
ing the religion. Yes, you have 
to study their history and their 
economy and all of that sort of 
stuff but every single time, you’ll 
find that their religion is a big 
part of the story. There’s no way 
around it.”

NEWS BRIEFS
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Angel ride, run, walk 2017
 Ferris Healthcare Management Association will host a 5k run and 
walk Saturday, Sept. 30 from 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. in North End 
Park. The 5k will benefit Angels of Action, an organization dedicated 
to feeding children. Students can register for $15. Contact Jacqlyn 
Reynolds at reynoj19@ferris.edu for more information. 

AMA Toppings fundraiser
 The Ferris American Marketing Association is hosting a fundraiser 
at Toppings Frozen Yogurt Monday, October 2 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
For more information, please contact Michael McCrakin at mccracm@
ferris.edu. 

Literature in person
 Katie Kalisz, a professor of English at Grand Rapids Community 
College and a recognized poet, will be presenting in IRC 120 Monday, 
Oct. 2, from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. For more information, please contact Dr. 
Deirdre Fagan at DeirdeFagan@ferris.edu. 

- ON THE RECORD - 
A roundup of this week’s crime at Ferris State University

Harley Harrison 
News Editor

Trust no one
 Sept. 11, 4:40 p.m., a subject came 
into the Ferris Department of Public Safety 
and reported a bike stolen from the south 
entrance of the Business Building.  

Cloud of smoke
 Sept. 12, 9:05 p.m., officers were dis-
patched to McNerney Hall for a marijua-
na complaint. Officers were also told that 
subjects were smoking marijuana in the 
woods by Lot 61. After investigating, a 
subject was issued a ticket for possession 
of marijuana. 

Grossed out
 Sept. 13, 3 p.m., officers were dis-
patched to Lot 33 after a report of a 

disorderly person. The caller stated that 
the subject was inappropriately touching 
themselves in the optometry parking lot. 
The subject was removed from the area 
and the incident was sent to a prosecutor.  

Mysterious gas cap
 Sept. 14, 4:25 p.m., officers were called 
to a suspicious situation in Lot 68. The 
caller said the cap was taken off the gas 
tank of their car. The caller was advised to 
contact officers if any issues arise. 

Snapchat fail
 Sept. 15, 11:50 p.m., Ferris Department 
of Public Safety received a text-tip notifica-
tion after a resident in Bond Hall posted 
a video on Snapchat of herself holding a 
bag of marijuana. Officers contacted the 
subject at her residence and found the 
marijuana. The subject was cited for pos-

session and given an appearance ticket. 

Dangerous dances
 Sept. 16, 12:10 a.m., officers were as-
signed security duty at a Registered Stu-
dent Organization (RSO) dance. Officers 
witnessed an altercation between a male 
and a female. An investigation revealed an 
assault had occurred. The female was ar-
rested for domestic assault and lodged in 
the county jail. 

Close call
 Sept. 16, 2 a.m., officers made contact 
with two occupants in a vehicle in Lot 20 
where the officers could smell marijuana. 
An investigation revealed that the subject 
had marijuana but also a medical mari-
juana card, for which the amount of mar-
ijuana found was allowable. Officers also 
found an open bottle of liquor in the front 

passenger seat. The subject was warned. 

Where’s my car?
 Sept. 17, 2:06 a.m., officers received a 
call of a suspicious person attempting to 
get in vehicles in Lot 9. Upon arrival, offi-
cers found the subject in the driver’s seat 
of a vehicle. The subject appeared to be 
falling asleep and intoxicated. The subject 
was issued a ticket for being a minor in 
possession. 

Fright at Finch
 Sept. 20, 4:20 p.m., officers were 
called to a harassment complaint at Finch 
Court. The suspect was harassing the ac-
cuser and officers advised the suspect to 
stop. The suspect was removed from the 
location. 

Where’s my car?

Torch Corrections
Did we make a mistake?

Let us know!

Corrections can be submitted through email at 
fsutorcheditor@gmail.com or by calling (231) 591-5978

Harley Harrison 
News Editor

North Korea
 After President Trump threatened to destroy 
North Korea at the United Nations General As-
sembly, North Korean leader Kim Jong-un insult-
ed the President. It has recently been reported 
that Kim Jong-un called the President a “men-
tally deranged U.S. dotard” before adding, “A 
frightened dog barks louder.”
 Original story by Choe Sang-Hun, Sept. 21, 
2017. The New York Times.

London, United Kingdom 
 Uber has lost its license to operate in Lon-
don due to its lack of responsibility pertaining 
to public safety and security. The company has 
recently encountered sexual harassment allega-
tions and concerns about its software use. 
 Original story by Prashant S. Rao, Sept. 22, 
2017. The New York Times.

Mexico City, Mexico
 After surviving the most powerful earthquake 
in Mexican history, a second earthquake with 
a 7.1 magnitude struck near Mexico City. The 
second earthquake, which came less than two 
weeks after the first earthquake, has taken the 
lives of 200 adults and 30 children. Many citi-
zens are still working after the disaster.
 Original stories by Chris Cirillo, Sept. 19, 
2017 and Elisabeth Malkin, Marina Franco, and 
Albinson Linares Sept. 20, 2017. The New York 
Times.

Saudi Arabia
 A high school social studies textbook was re-
voked after a photograph found within its pag-
es showed King Faisal, who ruled Saudi Arabia 
for 11 years and outlawed slavery, with Yoda, a 
popular character from the famous movie “Star 
Wars.” The photograph was a mysterious mis-
take and revised textbooks are in the process 
of being printed. 
 Original story by Ben Hubbard, Sept. 21, 
2017. The New York Times. 

WEEKLY W   RLD NEWS
Catch up on news around the globe

Check us out online for exclusive articles 
and photo galleries at www.fsutorch.com

RELIGION 
Continued from page 1
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Cora Hall
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 Many students are unaware of all the 
support available to them on campus.
 The goal of the annual academic suc-
cess fair was to inform students of the 
resources and services out there to help 
them succeed academically. Held Tuesday, 
Sept. 26, the fair ran from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and saw many students filter through 
the University Center ballroom.
 “I’m hoping that they get a better un-
derstanding of the services that are avail-
able for them,” Academic Support Center 
Secretary Teresa Brown said. “If we can 

accomplish that—where we get them to 
know what services that 
are out there and avail-
able to help them suc-
ceed in their academic 
career—then that’s what 
we need to do.”
 Whether students 
were freshmen or upper-
classmen, the fair was 
beneficial to everyone. 
 “It’s interesting to me 

that we’ll have students who walk through 
the door who have been here for even a 
year or more and they say, ‘oh, I didn’t 
know tutoring was available,’” Brown said.

 For students new to campus, the fair 
could be significant to their academic suc-
cess during their first semester.
 “I think for newer students [the fair] 

is important, especial-
ly if they’re adjusting 
to college classes and 
learning how to study. 
Knowing where to go 
would help a lot,” Ferris 
accounting freshman 
Kenzie Trierweiler said.
 Students who attend-
ed the fair learned more 
about the free tutoring 

program, how they can study abroad and 

how they can get involved in the Student 
Recreation Center’s #FerrisGetOutside 
program, in addition to many other organi-
zations and programs. 
 “I think it’s good to be exposed to new 
things,” Ferris computer information sys-
tems freshman Jacob Ernst said. “I’m try-
ing to do whatever I can to expand my hori-
zons in college, so anything that’s going to 
show me something new, I’d be interested 
in going to.”
 Students who want to learn more about 
the organizations that were at the fair can 
find more information at the Academic 
Support Center in the Arts and Sciences 
Commons room 1017. 

Academic success fair
Students discover many resources available on campus

Walking to end suicide
Local fundraiser raises over $5000

Photo by: Sam Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Community members walk with Bulldogs during the Out of the Darkness walk at Northend Riverside Park to raise money for suicide prevention programs.

Grant Sidall
Torch Reporter

 The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention 
(AFSP) has set a goal of reducing the annual suicide 
rate by 20 percent by 2025.
 Saturday, Sept. 23, AFSP held their seventh annual 
Out of the Darkness walk. The walk, which took place 
at Northend Riverside Park, is a donation-based fund-
raiser for suicide awareness. This year’s event drew 
in a crowd of 112 registered walkers; many of whom 
have dealt personally with suicide.
 Michelle Lewis, the organizer of the event, spoke 
openly about her son’s suicide and warned the atten-
dants of the event that the signs of depression aren’t 
always the same. One of her main points of focus was 
that depression often isn’t what you see in TV com-
mercials where someone can’t get out of bed or play 
with their kids, it is a multifaceted disease.

 “We’ve lost a lot of people in this community to sui-
cide,” Lewis said. “I think it’s important that people 
are aware of the signs and the symptoms and to know 
that they’re more than just withdrawn type behavior.”

 Many of those who walked signed 
a banner with either words of en-
couragement, or words of love and 
remembrance to those who they 
have lost. Many also wore pins say-
ing whom they were marching for.
 “I decided to come out today be-
cause this is something I feel strong-
ly about,” Ferris pre-physical therapy 
freshman Madison Voorhees said. “I 
think this is a good way for people 
who have been affected by the same 

things to connect.”
The event raised $5,872, which was almost double 
the original goal of $3,000. The money will be used 

to fund numerous projects and expansions. Some of 
the money will fund research studies into the genet-
ic, biological and behavioral factors that contribute to 
suicide, as well as to train advocate volunteers and 
expand the outreach program, which offers support 
to those who have recently lost someone to suicide. 
 “It’s supporting a good cause, I had a couple 

friends back in high school that 
went through some rough periods 
of time, so this is kind of an honor 
thing,” Ferris criminal justice junior 
William Rings said. “I think this is a 
spot where everybody who has been 
affected can come together and be 
around people who have had similar 
circumstances.”

Madison
Voorhees

William
Rings

Teresa 
Brown

Jacob 
Ernst



College Contact Phone # Location
Health Professions Richelle Williams (231) 591-2263  VFS 210
Arts & Sciences Barb Hampel (231) 591-3660  ASC 3052
Business Carri Griffis (231) 591-2493  BUS 200
Business (graduate students) Shannon Yost (231) 591-2168  BUS 200
Education & Human Services Jennie Stange (231) 591-2700  BIS 604
Engineering & Technology Deb Ducat (231) 591-2961  JHN 200

Saturday, December 16, 2017
Time  College
10:00 am College of Arts & Sciences 
 College of Education & Human Services 
 College of Engineering & Technology   
                                                    
1:30 pm College of Business 
 College of Health Professions

For special accommodations or for more information 
regarding the Commencement ceremony, please 
visit the Commencement website www.ferris.edu/
commencement or call (231) 591-3803.

2017 DECEMBER  
COMMENCEMENT

Saturday, December 16, 2017
Ewigleben Sport Complex  
(Wink Arena)

Note:  You must satisfy all of your degree requirements before you officially graduate and receive your diploma.
Caps and Gowns may be purchased at the Grad Fair on November 2nd, 11:00 am – 4:00 pm in the University Center – 
Multi-purpose Rooms or starting November 2nd – December 12th at the Ferris State University Bookstore (located in the 
University Center, 805 Campus Drive, Big Rapids MI 49307).
Tickets are required for all ceremonies. All Students planning on participating in a ceremony will receive (7) seven tickets. 
Electronic tickets will be available for students to reserve or print starting 8:00 am November 2, 2017 . Extra tickets are not 
distributed and lost tickets will not be replaced. Tickets must be reserved by Thursday, December 14th at 11:59 pm.
Commencement Program – Graduates must complete their online graduation application by Friday, October 13, 2017 for 
their names to appear in the Fall 2017 Commencement Program or their name will not appear in the Commencement 
Program. In order to have the program printed and back in time for the ceremonies we have to adhere to these deadlines. 
Contact your college’s Commencement Coordinator if you have any questions.
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FSU Blood Drive

Photo by: Kaitlyn Kirchner | Torch Photographer

Students volunteered to donate at the Mich-

igan blood drive in FLITE library Wednesday, 

Sept. 21. Donors received snacks and a 

coupon for a free medium Jet’s pizza.

Harley Harrison & Marley Tucker 
News Editor & Opinions Editor 

 Bulldogs were swimming this summer but not in the 
pool at the Ferris Student Recreation Center (SRC).
 An incident that occurred in May left the SRC flooded 
with water and unable to function, according to an official 
Ferris press release.
 “It was determined that the cause of the May 28 flood-
ing in the SRC was the failure of a threaded fitting on a 
retaining cover clamp backflow prevention device asso-
ciated with the building’s fire suppression system,” the 
press release said.  
 The flooding started in the mechanical room and 
reached outward and into the men’s shower, restroom 

and locker facilities. The flooding also reached the team 
meeting rooms, storage and IT rooms at the basement 
level of the building. All impacted rooms were engulfed in 
two feet of water. 
 “Belof, an emergency response contractor, was brought 
on site, May 30, to help assess the facility condition and 
commence clean up,” the press release said. “Multiple 
contractors were involved with inspection and restoration 
of specific building systems to include: electrical, fire 
alarm, fire suppression, water systems, HVAC systems 
and controls.” 
 The damages to the SRC have provoked renovations in 
the facility. According to the press release, the Board of 
Trustees has approved the Ferris administration’s request 
for funding several improvements, an amount which will 

not exceed $6 million. These improvements will target the 
weightlifting area, the fitness area, restrooms and gath-
ering spaces, all of which were guided by student input. 
 The press release also included a statement from Fer-
ris Vice President for Student Affairs Jeanine Ward-Roof. 
 “We’re excited about these important renovations to 
our Student Recreation Center and what this will mean 
to our current and future students as well as our over-
all university community,” Ward-Roof said in the release. 
“Guided by the important work of our Strategic Enrollment 
Task Force, we’ve identified the Student Recreation Cen-
ter as our top priority because of the role it does and will 
continue to play in attracting top students to Ferris State 
University and then retaining them through a positive ex-
perience.” 

Deep water
Bulldogs become fish at the 
Student Recreation Center

Check us 
out on 

facebook at
Ferris State 

Torch
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Minimum wageChat with the chief
Editor in Chief, Angela Graf

The Ferris State Torch is 
published on 27 Wednesdays 
throughout the academic year. 
This student-run newspaper 

is printed by The Pioneer Group.

 Student media retain the same 
rights, responsibilities, privileges 
and protections afforded by the 
First and Fourteenth Amend-
ments of the U.S. Constitution 
and under applicable state laws.
 The Torch and fsutorch.com, 
the student newspaper and its 
accompanying online version 
focused on Ferris State Universi-
ty, are public forums for student 
expression. Student editors have 
the authority and responsibility 
to make all content decisions 
without censorship or advanced 
approval for both the print and 
online editions of the student 

newspapers.

OUR LOCATION
Alumni Building 013
410 Oak Street
Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307
fsutorch.com/letter-to-the-editor/

 The Ferris State Torch  
welcomes comments on topics of 
interest to the general readership. 
Letters should not exceed 300 
words in length and The Torch 
reserves the right to edit for length. 
Letters will not  be edited for 
grammar, punctuation or spelling. 
The Torch will not print letters 
deemed to be libelous or obscene. 
All letters must be signed by their 
authors and include his or her 
phone number. 
 Unsigned editorials appearing 
on this page are the opinion of The 
Torch and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the university’s 
administration, faculty or staff. 
Signed columns represent the opin-
ion of the writer. Inquiries regarding 
editorial content should be directed 
to the Editor in Chief at  
(231) 591-5978.

To advertise with the Torch, contact 
Hannah Evo at the Pioneer Group:
(231) 592-8391.
hevo@pioneergroup.com

 I don’t think the federal min-
imum wage should be raised. 
In fact, I don’t actually think a 
federal minimum wage should 
exist at all. 
 Bear with me here and I will 
explain why. I believe in a com-
pletely free-market economic 
system—a system in which the 
government plays no role. 
 We’ve pretty much all taken 
basic economy classes which, 
at its core, boils down to sup-
ply and demand. The market 
will allocate scarce resources by 
itself, at which point the market 
will clear and both suppliers and 
consumers will maximize their 
wealth. 

 This is basic high school eco-
nomics. So why isn’t this the 
system we employ in real life? 
 As an extension of this belief 
in the free market, I also think 
that if someone is willing to work 
for $2 and somebody wants to 
pay them $2 for their work, why 
is it the government’s place to 
interfere?
 If minimum wage is raised to a 
certain point, the market will be 
stifled and the people in need of 
those jobs—the minimum-wage 
workers—will be worse off than 
when they started. 
 Furthermore, if an employer 
has the option to invest that 
money into a cheaper long-term 

solution, such as automated or 
robotic operation, why the hell 
would they keep flushing money 
into a system that demands they 
overpay workers in positions that 
historically have a high turnover 
rate and require little to no skill? 
 Another key argument against 
minimum wage is the variable 
cost of living (COL) across the 
country. Yeah, raising the mini-
mum worked in Seattle because 
it has one of the highest COL 
indexes in the country. Seattle 
is roughly 45 percent above the 
US average, according to a 2016 
report by the US Census Bureau. 
 In comparison, McAllen, Texas, 
is one of the cheapest places in 

the country to live with a COL of 
about 24 percent below the US 
average. 
 It’s easy to sit behind a key-
board and pass judgement but 
when it comes down to it, enforc-
ing a $15 federal minimum wage 
would devastate the economy 
in numerous communities and 
inflate the COL beyond reason. 
 The workforce is so variable, 
with the factors of supply of 
labor, the demand for labor, 
skills, experience and COL. They 
all differ so much place to place. 
There is no economic reason 
whatsoever to try and price-fix 
wages across the country. 

Apply now! | Opinions Editor

OPINIONS “Go out and carve the world into your vison.”
- Marley Tucker - See page 8 for story

- TORCH STAFF - 

GOT AN OPINION?
How to submit a letter to the editor:

1. Think of a topic that you feel strongly about.

2. Write out your thoughts in a coherent and 
respectful manner.

4. Email your opinion to the editor for a chance 
to have your work published in our next issue!

3. Include a headshot and some information 
about yourself (location, age, etc.).

Deadline for submissions every Friday by 5 p.m. 
Angela Graf | Editor-in-Chief | Email: grafa1@ferris.edu
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  I’ve recently finished the 
amazing show “The Handmaid’s 
Tale.” It’s a story set in a time 
when America is struggling with 
war, pollution and a dangerous-
ly low birth rate. 
 The show features real world 
issues tied into a fictional 
story. Equality is thrown out 
the window as women revert to 
being important only because 
of their ability to produce life. 
Therefore, women lose their 
own independence and are 
once more treated as property 
rather than human beings. 
 As a young woman living in a 
time when Congress is exam-
ining organizations such as 
Planned Parenthood and voting 
against healthcare coverage 
for birth control, I see certain 
parallels that frighten me. I 
don’t want children and I am 
not even sure if I want kids ten 
years from now. Knowing my 
insurance may not help cover 
my birth control has me con-
cerned for my own well-being 
both physically and financially. 
 Women only earn 79 percent 
of what men earn, as reported 

It’s a man’s world
The importance of women’s rights and control over our bodies

Promotional image

Alexis Bledel plays Ofglen in “The Handmaid’s Tale,” who is a member of an underground resistance group battling op-

pression.

Briana Hammontree
Torch Reporter

Women| see page 7



www.silvernailrealty.com(231)796-632917810 205th Ave. Big Rapids

For Rent:
Clean 1 to 6 Bedroom
Apartments and Houses.
Deposit Required.
No Pets Allowed.
CLOSE TO CAMPUS
Some with FREE HEAT

by the Senate Joint Economic 
Committee Democratic Staff of 
April 2016. That being said, hav-
ing to pay out of pocket for a 
healthcare plan that is supposed 
to benefit my needs rather than 
something that should be provid-
ed could affect other parts of my 
life such as my education. 
 By making birth control and 
Planned Parenthood services 

harder to get, it increases the 
likelihood of dangerous situa-
tions for young women every-
where. 
 Women should have a say 
about what we want done with 
our bodies—not a majority 
vote so that the whole con-
sensus must follow one rule. 
This idea is unfortunately lost 
in “The Handmaid’s Tale” but 
that doesn’t mean we can’t pre-
vent it from happening in today’s 
society.
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Stay updated on campus news by liking us on 
Facebook or following us on Twitter

It’s their right to 
peacefully protest 48%

They shouldn’t do it 21%

Depends on the 
situation 1% 

Don’t mix politics 
with sports 30% 

TORCH POLL RESULTS
How do you feel about athletes kneeling during 

the national anthem?

Looking for a job?

The Torch is now 
hiring for 

Podcast Manager
If interested, contact Editor-in-Chief Angela Graf at 

grafa1@ferris.edu

WOMEN
Continued from page 6

Cartoon by: Samuel McNeill | Cartoonist

Check us out 
on facebook 
at Ferris State 
Torch
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 Depression is a toxic friend that no one 
else can see. It can be difficult to see the 
lies mental illness creates and that’s what 
makes it so debilitating. 
 However, here’s the truth amidst the 
darkness—there is always hope.
 Speaking from experience, depression 
isn’t something that you can shed like a 
coat on a hot summer day. It’s a fathom-
less pool of insecurities, anger and pain. 
I drank from that dreadful pool every day 
for a long time. 
 Depression attacked everything I helped 
build until I got help and relied on my 
strong support system. That familiar sad-
ness still pulls at me today but I center 
myself around my loved ones when times 
get hard. I advocate on campus through 
our Active Minds RSO and I get up to face 
the day, even when that toxic friend won’t 
leave me alone. 
 Despite what many people may say, 
depression is a serious affliction. I hon-
estly don’t know how people can even try 
to refute that anymore. It isn’t an abstract 
concept. 
 According to the American College 
Health Association, 30 percent of college 
students have felt too depressed to func-
tion. Our peers, friends, neighbors and 
colleagues are all at risk but they don’t 
have to be alone.
 September is Suicide Prevention 
Awareness Month. Perhaps the most 
important conversation about this 
occurred this year when music artists 
Logic, Alessia Cara and Khalid collab-

orated on a song that touches on the 
topic. The song title is the phone num-
ber for the National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline (NSPL): “1-800-273-8255.” 
 The NSPL provides free support and 
crisis counseling to anyone experiencing 
suicidal thoughts or emotional distress. 
Logic created the song for those who are 
struggling with this disorder.
 Logic’s song is an opportunity to switch 
the conversation about mental illness to 
a conversation about how people can find 
hope. I’ll confess that I didn’t listen to the 
song right away when it came out but I 
became emotional when I heard the song 
for the first time. 
 The song’s message is one we all need 
to hear—someone is here for you. The 
present might seem impossible but the 
future is alive with possibility.
 If anyone relates to my story, I’m sorry. 
No one should have to experience this. 
You know what, though? As you’re reading 
this, you are wonderfully and wholly alive 
and I think that’s beautiful. You don’t owe 
anyone anything. Go out and carve the 
world into your vision.
 If you or someone you know is suffering 
from depression or thoughts of suicide, 

there are various resources available on 
campus to help.  The Personal Counseling 
Center at Birkam Health Center on cam-
pus can be contacted at (231) 591-5968. 

 You can stream the song “1-800-273-
8255” via Apple Music or purchase it on 
iTunes. It is also available on Spotify and 
YouTube.

Promotional image

Hip-hop artist Logic collaborated with the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline on his hit single.

Marley Tucker
Opinions Editor

Depression lies to you
You are not alone in the fight against mental illness

https://www.facebook.com/events/1405822816
Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For information on the University’s Policy on Non-Discrimination, visit ferris.edu/non-discrimination. 

If you have a disability and require accommodation to participate in any of these events, contact the CLACS office at (231) 591-2685 of CLACS@ferris.edu to request accommodations at least 72 hours in advance.

SEPT. 27-30
ferris.edu/HOMECOMING
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Ferris State University

T i r e  F i r e
Almost empathet-
ic junior contem-
plates donating to 
hurricane recovery, 
spends money on bar 
cover charge instead
        Pg. 2

Business student 
wearing suit to class 
every day succeeds 
in making everyone 
think he’s a douche
        Pg. 2

Shooters to start new 
“FBC (Friday Before 
Class)” promotion 
for students who’d 
like to start drinking 
before their 8 a.m. 
calculus lecture
        Pg. 3

Ferris quarterback 
throws ball, other 
guy catches it, game 
happens         
                  Pg. 3

Zip zop dee-doodilly 
bop zop
        Pg. 4

Ferris shells out big 
money, virgin sacri-
fice to bring comedi-
an Nick Offerman to 
campus
        Pg. 4

Legal Disclaimer:
The Ferris State University Tire Fire is a satirical newspaper featuring 
fabricated or exaggerated stories written by members of the Ferris State 
Torch staff. Pseudonyms and false job titles have been adopted for each 
of the Torch staff members whose work is included in the Tire Fire. The 
Tire Fire utilizes invented names and quotes in its stories unless public 
figures or notable university personas are being satirized or described 
for the sake of our personal enjoyment, and the enjoyment of our read-
ers. All other use of real names is coincidental. While the Tire Fire is an 
extension of the Torch, it is meant to be satirical and does not necessar-
ily reflect the views of the Torch, nor Ferris State University.
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The second truest, fairest and most accurate student newspaper on campus
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Eisler Says:

T ire  Fir e Satirical insert laced with absurdity, hyperbole and going way too far

Pull out this section for the hardest-hitting fake news ever put to print

“I want to be a racecar 
driver when I grow up.”

Samuel Samuels
Stay-at-home Stepdad

 Ferris has invested the full tui-
tion money of at least 15 students 
into a new technological marvel 
housed in the University Center. 
 Early rumors on what exactly 
the device is have ranged from an 
alien starship to a decapitation 
device for the Office of Student 
Conduct’s use. However, the 
device is actually a modern nap 
pod and students are taking full 
advantage of its availability.
 “I’m gonna be honest. I was 
high as hell when I first saw that 
thing. Turns out, it’s got the per-
fect dimensions for hotboxing. It’s 
small and basically sealed around 
your head so the smoke stays 

in, plus there are all these trippy 
lights and sounds. All it needs is 
an ashtray,” Ferris biotechnology 
junior Andi Sertluge said. 
 Meanwhle, Ferris sixth year art 
history super senior Henry Swal-
lows has been testing the limits of 
the machine. 
 “At first I was just sleeping in 
there every night because I just 
got evicted from my apartment 
again but a man gets lonely in the 
dark,” Swallows said. “I start-
ed bringing chicks by. There’s a 
sticker that says only one person 
can use the pod at a time, but I’ve 
almost finished peeling it off so 
no harm, no foul.”
 Swallows claims to have cop-
ulated with at least 16 women 
while inside the nap pod.

 “It’s even got a massage vibra-
tion setting, which can really help 
to spice things up,” Swallows said. 
“If only it had an AUX input. 
I’d love to pipe in some Marvin 
Gaye instead of the white noise it 
always plays.”
 Both Swallows and Sertluge are 
bothered by the machine’s grow-
ing popularity among other Ferris 
students. 
 Located on the lower floor of 
the University Center near the 
Student Life Offices, the machine 
was once a campus secret. Yet 
now, foot traffic has increased 
and use of the pod is in higher 
demand. 
 “If the nap pod is a rockin’ 
don’t come a knockin’,” Swallows 
said. 

Brave new world of napping

Ferris business administration senior Mikayla Polinty dreams inside the nap pod, blissfully unaware of the fact 
that her backpack and purse were stolen half an hour ago.
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Issue of Torch analyzed under 
microscope, still boring

Mack Swelton
The Other Kardashian

 A team of Ferris researchers 
have gone to great lengths to 
conclude that not even explosive 
science experiements can make 
the Torch interesting. 
 The team started by viewing the 
Torch under a microscope, but 
quickly discovered that the pub-
lication was just as boring at 40x 
magnification as it is under typical 
viewing conditions. Then they 
tried pouring concentrated sulfu-
ric acid onto the newspaper, but 

found it to be—again—altogether 
disappointing. 
 “This sucks. If I wanted to 
watch paper burn, I’d just take all 
my cash and buy advertising space 
in the Torch,” Ferris chemistry 
junior and student lab assistant 
Kevin Smuthy said. 
 “Lighting it on fire at the end 
was kind of cool I guess but that 
was definitely the highlight of 
the experimentation. I don’t see 
anything else about this paper that 
would make it even marginally 
interesting to anyone,” lead re-
searcher Janice Whippus said. 

Science has confirmed that the Sept. 20 issue of the 
Torch is just as uninteresting at 40x magnification as it 
is under typical viewing conditions.

Rebekka Mouldy
Gangstalker

 The College of Business announced on 
Monday, Sept. 25, that a new program will 
be coming to Ferris for the spring semester. 
 The professional stripping management 
program will feature classes such as a 
mandatory pole dance class in the Student 
Recreation Center, as well as a course on 
club etiquette. 
 Professional strip club manager Lil Ted-
dy will be coming to Ferris in February for 
a session called “What it’s Really Like to be 
a Pimp: Making Dreams Come True at the 
Cost of Decency.” 
 It has also been announced that the 
building that is currently the Muffler Man 
auto service store has been bought by the 
university and will be renovated into a strip 
club for student use. 
 A program adviser has already been 
hired. Mariette Blustord, more common-
ly known by her stage name “Kandie,” is 
working already to get the program on its 
feet. 
 “I’m just so blessed and honored to be 
an adviser for a program that I love so 
much. It has brought me many joys that I 
could never have gotten at some desk job 
or in some laboratory. I’m so excited to be 
a mentor to these students, I’m looking for-

ward to watching them succeed and build 
a legion of pervy social media followers,” 
Brown said.  
 Current business administration fresh-
man Betty Lou Jenkinston is already look-
ing to switch her major this spring.
 “I’ve never been good at like, math or 
science stuff and I wanted to have a lot of 
free time, so I picked a business major. I 
am super hype that this is a new major 
though. I’m definitely going to switch. I’m, 

like, a really good dancer, so this will defi-
nitely work out well for me. I can’t wait to 
tell my parents,” Jenkinston said. 
 At press time, Ferris State University 
President David Eisler declined to com-
ment. As he walked away, he was seen 
shaking his head, and mumbling under his 
breath, “I’m a sell out.”

Stripping for 
a degree

Ferris offers new professional 
striping management program

Ferris’ new professional stripping management program is being led by Mariette “Kandie” 
Blustord, who also teaches STRP 121, one of the program’s introductory courses.
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Ask Woodbridge
Submit questions to 

fsutirefire@gmail.com 
for a chance to see 

Woodbridge N. Ferris 
give you personalized 

advice

 “As an incoming freshman at Ferris, I keep get-
ting lost on campus. I tried using the campus map 
in my planner but I found it to be extremely con-
fusing! What should I do?”
          -Lucas the Lost

 As a freshie, you have two options: play help-
less or fake it ‘till you make it.
 If you play helpless, be sure to wear your Fer-
ris shirt and a lanyard around your neck with 
your ID attached to it. I would also suggest 
stuffing your backpack with school supplies so 
it resembles a turtle shell on your back. Then, 
stand in the middle of the sidewalk and be sure 
to block all longboarders and bikers. Eventual-
ly, someone will take pity on you and tell you 
where to go. 
 If you decide to fake it till you make it, act 
like you know exactly where you are going, pick 
a classroom that looks good and just sit down. It 
might not be your class, but no one learns any-
thing the first week anyways. 
 Or, you could just not go to class. 
             - Woodbridge

 “I just finished moving into my dorm and reg-
istering for classes. Now how do I get rid of my 
helicopter parents?”
         -Impatient Ivan

 I regret to inform you that you cannot simply 
‘get rid’ of your helicopter parents. I might at-
tempt changing your name, getting a new phone 
number and changing all your social media 
passwords (you know they have them). 
 If that doesn’t work, get a fake passport and 
move to Bermuda. 
 But, more than likely, you’re screwed. 
             - Woodbridge

 “My senior year started a month ago and I al-
ready have senioritis. How can I cure it?”
     - Senior Stephany 

You can’t. 
            - Woodbridge

 “I am sick to death of my annoying RA. Every 
time I turn around, she’s there, trying to get me 
to join things, or talk to people. It’s like she has a 
battery up her ass. What do I do to get her to leave 
me alone?”
    - Frustrated Freshman

A lesser founder would tell you to just politely 
inform her that you’re not interested, but that’s 
not how I roll. Tunnels. Take a plastic spoon and 
start digging. If she can’t see you, she can’t an-
noy you.  
            - Woodbridge

Tak’n Ya’brum 
Mouseketeer

 Are you looking for a new, extreme-
ly costly sport to enroll in on campus 
that is sure to piss off anyone in your 
way? This commonly known carnival 
game is coming to campus at an all 
new scale. 
 Ferris State victims of the current 
parking situation present the newest 
intramural sport commonly known 
as Real Life Bumper Cars (RLBC for 
short).
 This is not the first time in Ferris 
State history that this sport has been 
endorsed by students in parking lots.  
The inspiration behind this sport is 
essentially wreckless parking.  
 The aim of the sport is simple, drive 
around crowded lots at any time of 
day, but preferably not when there are 
campus police around. Wherever you 
see a spot that you can pull into, park 
as recklessly as you can and smash 
into surrounding cars with profound 
power.  
 The point system revolves around 
how much damage the other car re-
ceives. The point values add up. 
 The points are distributed as fol-
lows:
- 10 points: Scratching of paint, dent-
ing of hood or other parts of car, and 
ruining of the grill.
- 20 points: Crushing of the headlight 
or any damage done to the windshield.
- 30 points: Any interior damage and 
ripping off a bumper.
 Bonus points are awarded for those 

who manage to not get caught. That is 
essentially the one rule with this game.  
 The other rule is that you may not 
hit people or animals while playing 
the game. The only thing that may be 
damaged are cars. 
 Ferris 12th year undecided major 
Eloh S’sa says, “I was never really one 
to play sports, or have respect for 
anyone else or their property. When I 
found out that this sport was happen-
ing in the lot where I already have a 
pass, I thought it must be some kind of 
coincidence.” 
 Students can easily sign up for the 
sport by buying a parking pass to any 
of the already crowded parking lots on 
campus. Everyone in the lot is in-
volved in this sport whether they want 
to be or not. This is not a team sport. 
 Some students are outraged and 
confused that this is becoming an 
intramural sport. 
 “The fact that this sport exists is 
disgusting. I just got a brand new 
Maserati for my birthday and I’m 
really scared I’m going to get hit one 
of these days. I guess I will just have to 
play the game anyways and run into 
people before they run into me,” Ferris 
undecided senior Lrig Eno said. 
 The official start date for the sport is 
Wednesday, Nov. 1, at 1 a.m.  Expect 
the campus police to be there because 
this article is in the newspaper. It is the 
hope of all insurance companies that 
all students participate so that they 
can make rates go up.  
 Get ready to have a lot of explaining 
to do to your parents. 

Ferris adds new 
intramural sport

Coming to a crowded parking 
lot near you

Ferris automotive engineering sophomore Gabe Steekil racked up 60 points in one 
afternoon by damaging the cars of four fellow students.
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Pick up your copy of the Tire Fire on the last 
Wednesday of every month!

Read what all the critics are 
raving about — the Tire Fire!

“The writing is almost as 
enthralling as the writers’ 
good looks.”
- Tire Fire Staff

“I’ve come back to take physical 
form on Earth just to catch up 
on back issues of the Tire Fire. 
I love this stuff. Oh, and I guess 
I’m supposed to rapture all 
good Christians or whatever.”
- Jesus

“This... is not 
even that funny.”
- Stephen King

“I’ve never heard of the Tire Fire.”
*British accent*
- J.K. Rowling

“At least it’s not as fake 
as CNN.”
- Donald Trump

Sherman  Shmarmsman
“Between Jobs”

 Despite excessive, un-
necessary efforts by the 
university to support Mr. 
Tyvek for a local munici-
pal government position, 
the candidate Ferris State 
is officially backing didn’t 
appear on any Big Rapids 
ballots. 
 It was clear that FSU 
had invested a lot into 
campaigning for Tyvek, 
going so far as to plaster 
his campaign signs all 
over the outside of North 
Hall—the newest con-
struction on campus. 
 Even now, long after 

any local elections and 
after the hall was opened 
to students, Tyvek’s name 
still appears all over the 
building. 
 It’s unclear why the 
university so strongly 
supports Tyvek, especial-
ly since he doesn’t appear 
to have any clear cam-
paign positions or even a 
presence in local politics. 
 Adding to the con-
fusion was the fact that 
Ferris State University 
President David Eisler 
refused to comment 
on the issue and totally 
threw me out of his office 
for, “wasting his time.” 
What gives, man? I don’t 

remember voting him 
president of Ferris any-
way. #NotMyUniversi-
tyPresident.
 Anyway, at press time 
it was discovered that 
Tyvek is not a politi-
cal candidate at all, but 
rather the name brand 
of a construction supply 
company, but I’m on 
deadline and don’t feel 
like changing the whole 
thing and starting from 
scratch so you’re stuck 
reading this erroneous, 
pointless article and run-
on sentence. 
 Why the hell hasn’t 
all that Tyvek wrap been 
covered up yet anyway?

Political signs draped all over hall 
make no impact on local election

Calamity Jones
Talking Head

 Former White 
House Press Sec-
retary Sean “Scary 
Spice” Spicer 
attended the 69th 
Annual Primetime 
Emmy Awards to 
the surprise of ev-
eryone watching. 
 He took the 
stage in spec-
tacular fashion, 
and people were 
confused that he 
wasn’t, in fact, Me-
lissa McCarthy.  
 Rolling up onto the stage with his own po-
dium to stand behind, the only thing incom-
plete about the visual was the orangutan he 
used to follow around. Sad. 
 The Emmys is the perfect backdrop for 
Spicer. A room full of rich, predominately 
white men must have made him feel comfort-
able again, almost like coming home. 
 He was robbed. He should have won an 
acting award. I mean, his monologues of “al-
ternative facts” were certainly convincing to a 
lot of people on television. 
 Spicer is known for his heroic duty of pro-
viding the public with strategic misinforma-
tion. He certainly stands out in that category. 
Give that man an Emmy, Hollywood! 
 Lord knows he needs the support now that 
he is without his tag team. The comedy act is 
sorely missed. Who else embodies a meme so 
artfully?
 “This will be the largest audience to wit-
ness an Emmys, period! Both in person and 
around the world,” Spicer said. 
 It must have been true. Someone who for-
merly worked in the White House wouldn’t 
lie to us, right? 
 Now that he left the White House, we hope 
that Spicer will announce the creation of his 
culinary spice line, with our personal favorite, 
“Orange Tan.” The seasoning will go well with 
the apocalypse approaching. 
 Interest in this product has been mixed 
based on preliminary polls: most of the 
people who like Sean Spicer coincidentally do 
not enjoy spicy food. 

Spice up 
your life

Sean Spicer was 
robbed of an award 

at the Emmys
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Brendan Samuels | Sports Editor | samuelb1@ferris.edu

“This is the time of year where we really crank it up and put in the work in 
preparation for our upcoming season.”

- Austin Debruyne - See page 11 for story

Photo courtesy of Kevin McDermott

Defenders for the Ferris football team attempt to bring down a ball carrier. The Bulldogs will be looking to bounce back during their homecoming this weekend after a 20-3 loss to the Ashland Eagles.

Jacob Carlson 
Torch Reporter

 Ferris football is looking to bounce 
back this week when they host Wayne 
State for the Homecoming game. 
 The Bulldogs are coming off a disap-
pointing 20-3 loss at the hands of Ashland 
University after a pair of wins to start the 
season. Senior quarterback Reggie Bell 
did not play in the game against Ashland 
due to an ankle injury and the offense 
struggled moving the football without him.

 Fans will certainly be 
hoping that Bell is given 
the green light to play 
for the Bulldogs against 
Wayne State. Sopho-
more quarterbacks Tra-
vis Russell and Jevon 
Shaw could be starting 
for the Bulldogs if Bell 
isn’t cleared to play. 
 Russell got the start 

against Ashland but couldn’t find any 
rhythm as he finished 12/29 for just 98 

yards and two interceptions. 
 Bell has accounted for nine touchdowns 
and just a hair over 700 yards of offense 
in the six and a half quarters he’s played 
in this season. The offense will look much 
better with him on the field but either way 
the Bulldogs will need to be ready for a 
worthy opponent. 
 Wayne State (2-2) is also looking to 
bounce back after falling to Tiffin 41-21 
Saturday. The Warriors have been led by 
junior quarterback D.J. Zezula who has 
thrown for 632 yards and 11 touchdowns 

while adding 92 yards on the ground. 
 The Bulldogs will be looking to make up 
for last season’s Homecoming loss at the 
hands of Ashland. 
 “It’s really awesome to see everyone 
coming out and supporting us. We love 
seeing the support from not only the stu-
dents but the community as a whole,” said 
junior defensive end Zach Sieler.
 Fans can catch the Bulldogs for Home-
coming Sept. 30, with kick-off set for 3 
p.m. at Top Taggart Field. 

Zach 
Sieler

Homecoming bounce back
Ferris football has high hopes for homecoming

Game  recap
FOOTBALL
Sep. 23, 2017

”Down go the Dawgs”
Go online to www.fsutorch.com to read:
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Sports Shorts

Brendan Samuels
Sports Editor

 Top Dawg honors are staying with Ferris’ women’s 
soccer team this week.
 Sophomore goalkeeper Grace Kraft has had a sol-
id start to her season and an unreal week defending 
the net.
 Kraft did not play in the Bulldogs’ 3-2 victory over 
Madonna but boy did she make up for it the rest of 
the week.
 The Timberwolves of Northwood University made 
the trip to Big Rapids on Sept. 22 to take on a Bull-
dog team that was sitting dead-even with a 4-4 over-
all record. The offense for the Bulldogs did their job, 
scoring five goals on the day.
 The real story was Kraft’s five saves and zero 

goals allowed. Without their talented goalkeeper, 
the Bulldogs could have been looking at a tie game. 
But Kraft outplayed the Northwood offense through 
and through and ended the day with a 5-0 shutout 
victory.
 Jumping forward to the Bulldogs’ last match of 
the week with Saginaw Valley State University Sept. 
24, Kraft played well again.
 The Cardinals fired six shots at Kraft and she only 
let one get by her, recording another five saves en 
route to a 2-1 Bulldog victory.
 10 saves in two games is incredible and Kraft is a 
huge reason why the Bulldogs are now sitting pretty 
with a 6-4 overall record.
 The women’s soccer team will get a short break 
before taking on rival Grand Valley State University 
Oct. 1 at 1 p.m.

Photo by: Kaitlyn Kirchner | Torch Photographer

Grace Kraft

Jacob Carlson
Torch Reporter

Bulldog volleyball stays hot at home
 The volleyball team is running hot after yet another weekend 
sweep in Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (GLI-
AC) play. The Bulldogs didn’t lose a single set on the weekend 
as they cruised to victories against Michigan Tech and North-
ern Michigan.
 Senior middle hitter Ayanna Buckley had 18 kills for the 
Bulldogs while senior libero Lauren Reminga had 32 digs. The 
Bulldogs improved to 5-0 in GLIAC play. More impressively, the 
Bulldogs are 7-0 at home this season. Ferris is an astounding 
55-3 in the GLIAC since the start of the 2014 season.

Heading North
 Former Ferris football standout Justin Zimmer has found a 
new home in the Canadian Football League (CFL). 
 After bouncing around training camps in the National Foot-
ball League (NFL), Zimmer will get another chance to make a 
career out of football.
 Zimmer, a defensive lineman, found himself out of work af-
ter being cut from the New Orleans Saints following the pre-
season. Zimmer will join the Montreal Alouettes in the midst 
of their regular season with a chance to make an immediate 
impact.
 
Offense stalls without Reggie Bell for Ferris football
 For the first time since Oct. 23, 2010 (41-0 loss to Grand 
Valley State) Ferris football failed to score a single touchdown 
in their 20-3 loss to Ashland. The Bulldogs in fact hadn’t even 
scored less than 10 points in a game dating back to that loss.
 Sophomore quarterback Travis Russell got the start and 
struggled for Ferris as the Bulldogs put up only 228 yards 
of total offense. Russell was 12-29 through the air for 98 
yards and two interceptions. The Eagles scored 10 of their 
20 points off of Ferris turnovers, including a fumble on a kick 
return by sophomore receiver Dion Earls.
 The lone score came on a 42-yard field goal by senior kicker 
Wyatt Ford, which tied the game 3-3 at the time.

Torch file photo

Senior Elizabeth Bauernfeind sinks a putt. The Ferris women’s golf team came out strong in their Fall opener at Katke Golf Course.

Danny Collins
Torch Reporter

 The Ferris women’s golf team started their fall season 
at their own Bulldog Invitational at Katke golf course on 
Sept. 15 and 16. 
 The Bulldogs shot a 319 team score in the final 18 
holes of the course after carding a 327 first-round figure 
on Friday. The team totaled a 646 effort for the 36 holes 
of competition while placing 10th overall. 
 Freshman Baylee Thompson tied for 11th overall with 
154 on rounds of 78 and 76 over the two days of the invi-
tational. Senior Morgan Zloto tied for 32nd overall with a 
162 total over the two days of action. 
 “As a team I know we would have liked to play better 
at our home tournament. Many of the top teams in the 
GLIAC were there so we got a good idea where we stand 
and it was a good experience for the underclassmen,” 
Zloto said. 
 The women’s golf team is entering its second season 
with head coach Kyle Wittenbach at the helm. 
 “We have a young group that is developing really quick-
ly. We had four players in our lineup with little or no colle-
giate tournament experience that settled in quickly after 
a slow start,” head coach Kyle Wittenbach said. “We are 
looking forward to improving each week and building on 
those experiences.”
 The women’s team was back in action at the Saginaw 
Valley State Fall Invitational Sept. 23-24 and posted one 
of their best scores ever. 

 The team posted a 308 score in Saturday’s opening 
18 holes of action, before coming back 
with a 314 total to finish at 622 overall 
in the nine-team field. The team finished 
+26 for the tournament. 
 Ferris freshman Baylee Thompson 
tied for runner-up with a 145 total and 
was only six strokes behind the champi-
on. Ferris freshman Maddie Tran placed 
20th overall while freshman Mari Suo-
kko tied for 26th with a 163 total be-
tween the two days. 
 One of the unique things about colle-

giate golf- in particular Ferris women’s golf- is the variety 
of courses they will play at throughout the season. The 
Bulldog women have matches in Illinois, Ohio and Ten-
nessee this year. 
 “Each tournament we play has its own unique contribu-
tion to our schedule and how we go through our year. If 
we had to pick a favorite, I’d say we are all looking forward 
to the Music City Invitational in Nashville, Tennessee,” 
Wittenbach said. “Nashville is a great city and we always 
enjoy visiting there.” 
 Ferris will be back in action in the Flyer Intercollegiate 
Championship hosted by Lewis University on Oct. 2-3 in 
Lemont, Illinois.

Teeing off a new season
Ferris women’s 
golf team back 

in action

Morgan 
Zloto
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FERRIS FANTASY FOOTBALL
Team Torch Box Score

Position  Player   Points

QB   Drew Brees   22

RB   Todd Gurley   28

WR1   Brandin Cooks  23

WR2   Danny Amendola  7

FLEX   Jesse James   1

D   Ravens   -4

K   Matt Prater   19

Total:       96

FERRIS STATE Box Score
Position  Player   Points

QB   Travis Russell   2

RB   Jahaan Brown  7.5

WR1   Malik Taylor   5.5

WR2   Dion Earls   2.5

FLEX   Jevon Shaw   2.5

D   Ferris State   3

K   Wyatt Ford   4

Total:       27

 Ferris football’s first loss of the season gives 
my fantasy football team its first win of the sea-
son in demanding 96-27 fashion.
 With this fantasy victory, my fantasy record 
improves to a less than impressive 1-2 heading 
into October.
 Without quarterback Reggie Bell who was out 
with injury, the Bulldogs were unable to move 
the ball on offense, resulting in zero touch-
downs for Ferris State. Travis Russell came in 
to get the start at QB and put up two fantasy 
points. My fantasy pick of Drew Brees, who was 
only my third highest scorer, was able to put up 
22 points.
 My best pick of the week came in the form of 
Todd Gurley, who put 28 fantasy points on the 
board in a high-scoring game on Thursday Night 
Football. Bulldog running back Jahaan Brown 
was the highest scorer for the Bulldogs with 7.5 
points, though he was unable to find the end 
zone.
 Another standout for the Beaulldogs was Pa-
triot wide receiver Brandin Cooks, catching two 
touchdown passes and a two-point conversion 
from Tom Brady, gaining 23 fantasy points in a 
victory over the Houston Texans.
 Though the scoreboard doesn’t show it, the 
Bulldog defense stood strong while gaining two 
sacks on the night. The Dawg defense wouldn’t 
have had to do much to knock out my fantasy D, 
as the Baltimore Ravens defense racked up an 
astounding negative four points in a loss to the 
Jacksonville Jaguars across the pond.

 Bulldog kicker Wyatt Ford went one for two on 
field goals while my fantasy kicker, Matt Prat-
er, racked up 19 fantasy points en route to a 
record-breaking performance in the Lions heart-
breaking loss to the Atlanta Falcons.
 With a homecoming matchup against Wayne 
State Sept. 30 on the Bulldogs’ home turf, Fer-
ris will be looking to get back to their winning 
ways.
 Here’s my week four fantasy lineup:
 QB: Matt Ryan - After just barely slipping by 
in Detroit last week and throwing three intercep-
tions, Ryan should bounce back and put some 
points on the board for the Falcons, a favorite 
for a spot in the Super Bowl.
 RB: Theo Riddick - Riddick, along with the 
rest of the Detroit backfield, has been proving 
that the Lions running backs are to be respect-
ed, both on the ground and in the air.
 WR 1: Stefon Diggs - Diggs had a huge day 
last week against the Buccaneers and though I 
always hope for a Lions victory, hopefully Diggs 
can produce some points in week four.
 WR 2: Michael Thomas - Last week saw 
Thomas snag a touchdown pass from Drew 
Brees in a victory over the Panthers. Here’s to 
hoping he catches one (or two) more for me this 
week.
 FLEX: LeSean McCoy - Always one of the top 
backs in the league, McCoy needs to pull out 
some points if I’m going to beat an angry Bull-
dog team looking for a bounce back victory.
 D: Jaguars - After a dominating win last week 
and a matchup with the lackluster Jets this 
week, let’s see what the Jags can do on the de-
fensive side of the ball.
 K: Matt Bryant - Here’s to hoping the explo-
sive Falcon offense will slow down just a little 
bit to give Bryant a chance to put a few points 
on the board.

Beau Jensen
Torch Reporter

Follow us on twitter @fsutorch for live updates 
on the game!

Can’t COME 
to a Ferris 
SPortING event?
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED

Beau Jensen 
Torch Reporter

 The men of the Ferris tennis program 
have officially wrapped up the first part of 
their 2017-18 season after competing in 
the 2017 Intercollegiate Tennis Associ-
ation (ITA) Midwest Regional Champion-
ships.
 Six Bulldogs made the trip down to 
Grand Rapids to participate in the event. 
Junior Bulldogs Steward Sell and Nur Adim 
Ramdani Iswan made it to the doubles 
championship round in their bracket, fall-
ing to Drury to become the runner up of 
bracket A.
 Sell, an integral member for the Bull-
dogs during the Elite Eight runs over the 
past two years, is preparing for the hi-
bernation that comes with waiting for the 
second half of the season to come back 
around in February.

 “It’s going to take a lot of focus over the 
next couple months. It’s tough practicing 
for two months or so without having any 
matches or tournaments to compete in to 
see the improvements,” Sell said. “So just 
like any other time of year, we’re just going 
to put everything we have into practices 
and take care of what we need to take 
care of and be ready for spring season 

competition.”
 As Sell alluded to, the 
Bulldogs will not play any 
competition matches un-
til the season officially 
kicks back up in Febru-
ary, though that doesn’t 
mean the grind isn’t just 
as intense as the regular 
season.
 Sophomore Austin 

Debruyne knows that to achieve the suc-
cess the team has had in the past, they’ll 

need to keep working. Debruyne reached 
the consolation championship round for 
doubles with freshman teammate Mathis 

Guerre, falling 8-4 to 
Grand Valley.
 “I’m looking forward to 
getting back on the prac-
tice court and getting 
into the gym to get back 
into shape like we were 
last year and hopefully 
make another run at Na-
tionals,” Debruyne said. 
“This is the time of year 
where we really crank it 

up and put in the work in preparation for 
our upcoming season.”
 The no-days-off mentality of the crew is 
one that has carried over from success in 
years past and the change in the coach-
ing staff hasn’t changed that. Head Coach 
Daniel Hangstefer is in his first year at the 

head of the program and Sell said that 
things are going great with Hangstefer.
 “Of course it is going to be different 
with a new coach, there will be new ex-
pectations and a new way that things will 
be done that will take some getting used 
to,” Sell said. “That is a part of college 
sports and we have to be able to adjust 
and continue on if we want to keep being 
successful- and I believe it is going well 
for us.”
 In last year’s ITA Midwest Regional 
Championships the Dawgs competed sim-
ilarly, competing for a championship in 
the singles division and gaining runner up 
status just as Ferris State did this year in 
doubles action.
 A little over four months are all that 
stand between the Bulldogs and their 
2018 spring schedule.

An active hibernation
Men’s tennis wraps up first half of season and prepares for winter

Steward
Sell

Austin 
Debruyne



Ferris State University does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion or creed, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, marital status, veteran or 
military status, height, weight, protected disability, genetic 
information, or any other characteristic protected by applicable 
State or federal laws or regulations in education, employment, 
housing, public services, or other University operations, 
including, but not limited to, admissions, programs, activities, 
hiring, promotion, discharge, compensation, fringe benefits, 
job training, classification, referral, or retention. Retaliation 
against any person making a charge, filing a legitimate 
complaint, testifying, or participating in any discrimination 
investigation or proceeding is prohibited.

Students with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation 
may contact Educational Counseling & Disabilities Services at 
(231) 591-3057 in Big Rapids, or the Director of Counseling, 
Disability & Tutoring Services for Kendall College of Art and 
Design at (616) 451-2787 ext. 1136 in Grand Rapids. 
Employees and other members of the University community 
with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may 
contact the Human Resources Department, 420 Oak St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or call (231) 591-2150.

Inquiries or complaints of discrimination may be addressed to 
the Director of Equal Opportunity, 120 East Cedar St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or by telephone at (231) 591-2152; or Title 
IX Coordinator, 805 Campus Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307, or by 
telephone at (231) 591-2088. On the KCAD Grand Rapids 
campus, contact the Title IX Deputy Coordinator, 17 Fountain 
St., Grand Rapids, MI 49503, (616) 451-2787 ext. 1113.
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Danny Collins
Torch Reporter

 One moment they look incredi-
ble, the next they’re struggling to 
score. 
 This is what has haunted the 
Ferris women’s soccer team so 
far in the season. 
 Finding twine was also an is-
sue last season for the Bulldogs 
and if you don’t score, it’s difficult 
to win. The team finished 6-8-4 
overall last season, only scoring 
17 times.
 Overall this season, the Bull-
dogs are averaging nearly 22.2 
shots per game yet it still has 
been a struggle to put the ball in 
the net. 
 “Some of the struggles so far 
have been getting everyone to 
stay tuned in and ready to go at 
every game. The past two weeks 
we have played three games a 
week and it is tough to keep in-
tensity high but I think we are do-
ing a pretty good job of it,” junior 
midfielder Lexi Schodowski said. 
“We have been focusing on film 
and the little things like finishing 
our opportunities and framing the 
net.” 
 So far this season there have 

been three games in which the 
Bulldogs have lost 1-0. In those 
three games, the Bulldogs strug-
gled to put the ball in the net de-
spite their high number of shots 
on goal.
 There has also been a pattern 
this year of winning every other 
game. The team has struggled to 
win consecutive games.

 “Recently we 
just have to do 
the little things 
correctly and 
be more com-
posed in front 
of the net. The 
coaches have 
stressed we 
need to work 
on playing to 
feet and having 

more options when we are on the 
ball and then being composed,” 
junior captain Carley Dubbert 
said.
 The Bulldogs answered their 
coaches’ advice with a spectac-
ular week of soccer beginning 
with a 3-2 victory Sept. 20 over 
Madonna. 
 Ferris continued to look good 
over the weekend, taking down 
the Northwood Timberwolves 5-0 

on Sept. 22 in an offensive on-
slaught and the Saginaw Valley 
Cardinals 2-1 on Sept 24. 
 Ferris appears to be changing 
their offensive habits around 
as they have rambled off three 
straight wins, which is good 

enough for a 
6-4 overall re-
cord.
 The wom-
en’s soccer 
team was 
picked to fin-
ish in the top 
half of the 
2017 GLIAC 
s t a n d i n g s 
heading into 

the season. The preseason rank-
ings had the Bulldogs sitting in 
fourth place among the 10 other 
teams in the conference.
 The Bulldogs advanced to their 
seventh-straight GLIAC Postsea-
son Tournament in 2016, which 
stands as the best stretch in 
school history. The team has also 
advanced to the GLIAC Postsea-
son semifinals three out of the 
last five years. 
 The soccer team will return to 
action Sunday, Oct. 1, 1 p.m at 
Grand Valley State University. 

Photo by:  Megell Strayhorn | Torch Photographer

Freshman midfielder Bri Rodgers dribbles the ball upfield. After an up and down start to this season, the women’s soccer team will be looking to build on a strong week of play that gave them a 6-4 record.

Emotional rollercoaster
Women’s soccer looks to end the 

inconsistency in their season 

Lexi
Schodowski

Carley
Dubbert
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LIFESTYLES “PetSavers was originally an organization that saved dogs and cats from college 
students who were abusing and abandoning them. But it has blossomed into something 

much bigger than that.” 
- Cate Arroe - See page 16 for story

Alicia Jaimes | Lifestyles Editor | jaimesa@ferris.edu

Rachel Lowing
Torch Reporter

 Celebrating diversity on campus is 
an important part of cultural aware-
ness and development. There are nu-
merous platforms in which this can 
be done. 
 Joining one of the different orga-
nizations that Ferris has is one of 
the best ways to bring awareness 
and community to diverse groups on 
campus. 
 Ferris Advocacy and Education of 
Gender Identity and Sexuality (AE-
GIS) is one RSO that Ferris social 
work senior Connor McGahan be-
lieved helped him in many ways. 
 “AEGIS has helped me a lot on 
campus with networking, becoming a 
better activist and making friends,” 
McGahan said. “Being a part of AE-
GIS has helped me get the internship 
I had and I know it will help me with 
future jobs to come.”
 There are still many challenges 
that the gender and sexuality minori-
ty (GSM) community face. Though 
AEGIS exists, McGahan and Ferris 
social work senior and AEGIS pres-
ident Samantha Colavecchia agreed 
that they don’t feel entirely welcomed 
on campus. 
 “I feel we are welcomed but not as 
much as we could be. Certain social 
circles accept us more than others” 
Colavecchia said. “I see the under 
representations and misunderstand-
ings this community has. I can only 
hope that the work we do can help 
combat these.”
 It is always important to remember 
that it isn’t required to be a part of 
a certain community—to be able to 
advocate for it. Ferris pre-science ju-

nior Scott Rogers hopes for students 
outside of LGBT+ community to join 
AEGIS and to help them advocate for 
the community. As the vice-president 
of AEGIS, he has seen many chal-
lenges when it comes to inclusion. 
 “I feel like students are worried 
that their friends will think they’re gay 
if they want to join our RSO. It’s hard 
to get people to understand that any-
one can be an ally and an advocate 
and we actually need voices from 
outside the community to make sure 
we are heard,” Rogers said. “As far 
as the campus is concerned, there is 
an overarching theme to respect our 
community but we often experience 
pushback regarding things we have 
advocated for.” 
 A good way to identify and over-
come misunderstandings with a com-
munity is through education. There 
are different community groups and 
cultures everywhere, so it is import-
ant to have knowledge about them to 
be able to develop. 
 “One of the things AEGIS does 
is create workshops/presentations 
geared toward specific majors and 
how that major will work with the 
GSM community. We believe that no 
matter what you choose to go into, 
you will run into someone that iden-
tifies with the community,” McGahan 
said. “Whether that is working with 
people or just having co-workers, it is 
important to be aware and inclusive 
of everyone regardless of gender 
identity or sexuality.”
 If you would like to learn more 
about AEGIS and the GSM communi-
ty, meetings are held at 11 a.m. ev-
ery other Tuesday in FLITE 135. The 
next meeting is Oct. 3. 

Advocacy and acceptance
Celebrating diversity and 
fostering understanding

Graphic by:  Sarah Massey | Production Assistant
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 Getting to share a passion with others is a dream come 
true. But teaching a passion to younger peers and getting 
community service hours for it can be even better. 
 “I appreciate community service and having the oppor-
tunity to teach kids tennis in an emerging environment. 
It’s the easiest community service in my opinion,” Ferris 
actuarial science senior Ashley Sowinski said.
 Being a member of the Ferris Club Tennis team, this is 
Sowinski’s fourth year helping with Tennis in the Park, an 
organized event where kids gain valuable tennis experi-
ence and keep active in a new environment.
 “On Tuesdays and Thursdays, we get a group of kids 
from the middle school to come out and play some games 
with us. The kids are what make it worthwhile—getting a 
racquet in their hands always brings a smile,” Ferris pro-
fessional tennis management sophomore Andrew Seely 
said. 
 These participants are eager to teach and be taught. 
According to Seely, the program was promoted by put-
ting up flyers in Big Rapids Middle School and by word of 
mouth. They are still accepting latecomers for the current 

program, which began Sept. 12.  
 Though there is a limit of 24 kids attending the pro-
gram, this allows for each child to receive equal attention 

from the volunteers.  
 “It’s a low stress and fun environment 
that makes learning tennis enjoyable 
and easy. We try to appeal to all levels 
through the program but we do find that 
this program is the first time that a lot 
of these kids are playing tennis, so be-
ing able to make it fun and low stress 
is super important,” Ferris professional 
tennis management fifth year Michael 
Manning said. 

 The volunteers set up matches and games for the kids 
to participate in and demonstrate why a skill is important 
through the games. 
 “I am one of the volunteers who help out, coming up 
with game plans for the day, feeding balls, keeping up the 
energy,” Sowinski said.
 The goal is to keep a light and fun atmosphere while 
working on the participant’s skills. 
 “We work on skills within the games like hand eye coor-
dination and speed rather than running it as a workshop,” 
Seely said.
 Tennis in the Park will be held from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
in Hemlock Park.  For information on how to register go to 
brpr.org or call the City of Big Rapids Recreation Depart-
ment at (231) 592-4038.

Tennis in 
the park

Club tennis team 
shares their passion in 

a fun atmosphere

Photo courtesy of Larisa Draves

Tennis in the Park is an annual event that encourages Ferris students to get involved with the Big Rapids community.

Working hard or hardly working?
Finding the perfect job is hard, finding a decent job is easy

Ashley
Sowinski

Alicia Jaimes
Lifestyles Editor

 Whether it’s for groceries, gas or pocket 
change, all students need one—a job.
 There are so many places where stu-
dents can find a part time job where the 
commute is walking five minutes to work 
and they never have to use the phrase: 
“welcome to McDonald’s, can I take your 
order?”
 Working 22 hours a week and taking 16 

credits, Ferris comput-
er information systems 
senior Brandon Nylund 
is one student who is 
busy from sun-up to sun-
down.
 “Pretty much from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. I’m either 
in class, in an RSO meet-
ing or I am [at work],” Ny-
lund said.
 Nylund has been an 

employee of TAC since June and recom-
mends for students who are looking for a 
part time job to find one on campus.
 “[It] gives me an extra feeling of accom-
plishment and because this is related to 
my major a little bit, I can feel like I get 
more experience out of it,” Nylund said.
 Nylund is not the only student who 
found an on-campus job as practice for 
his future career. Ferris advertising se-
nior Brooke Krozek is learning things as 
a graphic designer for CLACS that she will 
later put on her resumé.
 “I get experience working with clients. 
I put that on my resumé so I can show 
that I know how to kind of communicate 
with clients and get what they need done,” 
Krozek said.
 Krozek has varying responsibilities 
when she’s at work that consist of meet-

ing with and scheduling clients who need 
designs, e-mailing proofs and covering the 
front desk when needed.

 Though her tasks are 
great for experience, 
Krozek lives with her 
roommate, making a 
part-time job a necessity 
for gas, utilities and gro-
ceries every week.
 “I don’t make enough 
to support myself ful-
ly with only this job but 
usually in the summer I 

try to save up,” Krozek said.
 Ferris communications senior Zac Cook 
is another student whose responsibilities 

make his part time job at 
Starbucks a necessity. 
 “I worked for a corpo-
rate Starbucks for about 
six months before I 
worked here. So now I’ve 
been working here for a 
little bit over a year,” 
Cook said.
 Living with his Sigma 
Pi fraternity brothers, 
Cook spends his earn-

ings on food. Ferris criminal justice junior 
Johntia Mitchell saves her earnings for 
gas and rent.
 Though she works at a car rental shop 
in her hometown of Detroit over the sum-
mer, Mitchell can be seen at her on cam-
pus job at the Ferris Bookstore—a job she 
enjoys because of the number one benefit 
of an on-campus job.
 “If you want extra money in your pock-
ets and don’t want to ask you parents, it’s 
a good thing to get a job on campus be-
cause they follow your schedule,” Mitchell 
said.
 Whether it’s the Rock, the Quad, FLITE, 

CLACS or any of the other available jobs 
on campus, Mitchell and Krozek agree 
that on-campus jobs are more likely to 

work with a student’s school schedule.
 “They understand school comes first 
and job comes second,” Krozek said. 

Johntia
Mitchell

Brandon
Nylund

Graphic by:  Sarah M
assey | Production Assistant

STUDENT AT 
WORK

Brooke
Krozek



FULL TIME MEDIA  
SALES CONSULTANT

We are seeking the right candidate to provide 
business to business advertising and marketing 
solutions to an established and growing customer 
base in West Michigan.
Applicants must be goal oriented, self-motivated 
with strong sales, communication and organizational 
skills to join our sales team in Big Rapids. 
Responsibilities for servicing existing accounts and 
growing new business.
The applicant will be responsible for selling print and 
digital advertising. Previous outside sales experience 
and knowledge of advertising and marketing a 
plus, but we’ll train the right person without the 
experience if you contain the “right stuff.” 
This position offers sales leads, mentoring and an 
open ended compensation structure that rewards 
winning. This is an immediate, full time opportunity 
with full time benefits.

Send resume and cover letter to:  
PO Box 913, Big Rapids, MI. 49307
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 People do their best to keep their grades, hygiene and 
morale maintained during their college years. However, 
some may forget that the planet this campus sits on top 
of needs maintenance as well.  
 “I would say that Ferris is earth-friendly. There’s lots of 
locations to do recycling and almost all classes are within 
walking distance so students don’t have to use cars very 
often,” Ferris criminal justice sophomore Jenna Roland 
said. 
 Thanks to the relatively small size of campus, many 
students who live on campus don’t have the need to drive 
their cars to class.  
 Even though there are many places to recycle on cam-

pus, do students feel inclined to do it? 
 “I think especially in regard to recycling there’s enough 
provided receptacles that it’s easy to recycle and avoid 
littering,” Ferris music industry management sophomore 
Molly Long said.
 Though the abundance of receptacles is enough inspi-
ration for some students, others believe the university 
isn’t reinforcing the activity in more verbal ways. 
 “I haven’t seen any signs stressing the importance of 
recycling or any signs saying that there will be meetings 

addressing the topic,” Ferris career ex-
ploration sophomore David Reed said. 
 A group on campus also noticed this 
problem and they addressed it by cre-
ating an RSO dedicated to maintaining 
the wellness of the world.
 “We have been a driving force in ex-
panding campus recycling initiatives, we 
participate in numerous community and 
campus improvement efforts, we host 
speakers on various topics in the field 

of sustainability and we advocate for making sustainable 
and environmentally-conscious choices in everyday life,” 
Ferris Bulldog Sustainability alliance president Adam Jan-
dura said. “Instead of telling people to care about some-
thing, we show them why they should care. When a large 

number of people care about an issue, we are able to 
have a larger voice that we can use to cause change.”
 According to the FSU Energy Trends Poster for 2016, 
even though the enrollment has increased since 2007 
by 336 students, the electricity usage has decreased by 
30 MMMBTU. The natural gas usage decreased by 69 
MMMBTU. This information is found in the graph titled 
Ten Year Trend- Enrollment and Electric/Natural Gas en-
ergy usage.  
 “Things like evaluating and selecting more sustainable 
products when shopping and choosing not to support 
companies with poor environmental records become eas-
ier and more natural,” Jandura said. 
 Students who are looking to do more when it comes to 
taking care of the environment and saving resources can 
check out the Bulldog Sustainability Alliance on Twitter @
BSAFSU. The group meets every Tuesday at 11 a.m. in 
FLITE 214.
 “We are always looking for sustainably-minded people 
with new ideas and perspectives on how we can all better 
our university, our community and our planet,” Jandura 
said. “We provide many opportunities to earn volunteer 
hours and spread information and awareness about im-
portant environmental issues.”
 

Worrying for 
the wellness of 

the world

Mother maintenance

Molly 
Long

Briana Hammontree
Torch Reporter

 The classroom is small with 
less than 20 people filling the 
seats, the atmosphere friendly 
and inviting. One more person 
trickles into the room before the 
door finally clicks shut. Let the 
meeting begin.
 The Social Work Association 
(SWA) begins with greetings, wel-
coming new and old members 
alike. 
 SWA is a registered student 
organization (RSO) made up of 
Ferris social work students. SWA 
works to follow a set of values 
that are made up of service, so-
cial justice, dignity and worth of 
a person, importance of human 
relationships, integrity and com-
petence.
 Ferris social work senior Me-
gan Liede serves as the student 
government representative for 
SWA and has found that the SWA 
gave her a sense of community 
amongst her program.
 “During its spare time, the 
members of SWA participate in 
bonding events that bring us to-
gether as a group, or volunteer 
opportunities that help the com-
munity around us. There have 
been times where we go out and 
volunteer in small groups, or as 
an entire RSO. Volunteering as 
a team reminds of us our social 
work values, which helps prepare 
us for our future,” Liede said.
 SWA originally began in 1999, 
operating for the purpose of ben-
efiting its students and mem-
bers, as well as the student body 
at Ferris while also promoting 
social justice. 
 “This RSO benefits me in so 

many ways,” Liede said. “This 
was the first group I joined when I 
came to Ferris. As I'm starting to 
wrap up my Bachelors of Social 
Work, I realize that SWA really 
helped me gain a sense of com-
munity here on campus. Being a 
member of this organization has 
brought me new friends, multiple 
opportunities and a sense of be-
longing. I wouldn't be as involved 
on campus if it wasn't for SWA, 
and I am so grateful for every-
thing this organization has done 
for me.”
 According to the Ferris web-
page, as of the 2015-16 school 
year, the Social Work program 
has seen 69 students graduat-
ing with a Bachelor of Science 
in the program and 19 students 
graduating with a Masters.
 Ferris social work senior and 
president of the Ferris Social 
Work Association Charlotte Halm 
originally joined to be more in-
volved on campus. Being a mem-
ber of the RSO has helped her 
plan events, write grants and 
make her a better student over-
all.
 “Aside from SWA being able to 
put my participation on a resumé 
or graduate school application, 
this RSO has provided me with 
amazing relationships and has 
allowed me to network with the 
entire Ferris community. It has 
also allowed me to stay involved 
on campus and give back to, not 
only Ferris but the Big Rapids 
community,” Halm said.
 SWA will be putting on a re-
cruitment meeting Sept. 28 at 
11 a.m. in Starr 114 for any so-
cial work students interested in 
joining.

Promoting 
social justice

Social work students 
benefit their careers and 
education through RSO



Winner will be announced at 
half time of Saturday’s game! 

BROOKE 
BEWAK
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Rochester Hills, MI
Involvement:Involvement: Ferris PRSSA, 
Volunteer at Animal Rescue 
Coalition of Mecosta County
Sponsors: PRSSA, AdGroup

COREY 
NICHOLS
ARCHITECTURE
Holly, MI
Involvement:Involvement: Office of Housing 
and Residence Life (RA), Phi 
Sigma Kappa Fraternity, 
Architecture and 
Sustainability/Facility 
Management, Art History, The 
Big Event
Sponsors:Sponsors: Phi Sigma Kappa, Phi 
Sigma Sigma

JACQUELINE 
CHARETTE
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Newaygo, MI
Involvement: Involvement: President, Diverse 
Sexuality and Gender Alliance, 
Student Alumni Gold Club, Council 
of Student Leaders
Sponsors: Diverse Sexuality and 
Gender Alliance, Student Alumni 
Gold Club

VOTE in OrgSync between 
Tuesday, 9/26 and Thursday, 
9/28; for more information, 

contact Royalty Chair, 
Destiny Bullard at

(231) 591-2685

Published by Homecoming Committee. For more, visit Ferris.edu/Homecoming/ or contact Destiny Bullard at (231) 591-2685
Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. For more information on the University’s Policy on Non-Discrimination, visit Ferris.edu/non-discrimination

For more information on all 
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 According to the American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), 
“Each year, approximately 1.5 million shelter 
animals are euthanized (670,000 dogs and 
860,000 cats).”
 Ferris RSO PetSavers is making a differ-
ence in the Big Rapids community to mini-
mize those numbers as best they can. 
 “PetSavers was originally an organization 
that saved dogs and cats from college stu-
dents who were abusing and abandoning 
them. But it has blossomed into something 
much bigger than that,” PetSavers advisor 
Cate Arroe said. “Now we send groups of 
volunteers to volunteer at the shelter each 
week. Anyone can join PetSavers. All you 
have to do is go to the OrgSync page and sign 
up. We have meetings the second Monday of 
every month.”
 Ferris junior and PetSavers president Alys-
sa Cosselmon has been part of the organiza-
tion since Spring 2017. 
 “My friend was volunteering and urged me 
to join. I thought it was a good cause. Be-
cause the organization is so new there’s a 
lot of room for leadership and growth. It’s a 
pretty laid-back organization to be a part of. 
There’s not a lot of commitment, except when 
you sign up for a volunteering shift but the 
owners of the shelter are very flexible,” Cos-
selmon said. 
  The RSO does their volunteering at the 
Mecosta County Animal Rescue Coalition 
(ARC). In addition to volunteering, they are 
hosting a 5K on Oct. 7 in Hemlock Park. All 
proceeds made will go to the shelter. Stu-
dents will have the opportunity to walk dogs 

from the animal shelter during the 5K.
 “It’s a lot of fun working at the shelter. We 
walk, play with and give the dogs attention. 
We do the same for the cats, except the walk-
ing, of course,” Cosselmon said.
 ARC is located in Big Rapids at 18400 
220th Ave. Their building is home to both 
dogs and cats. The shelter includes an out-
door area for canines and two indoor areas 
for felines. Volunteers and donations are al-
ways needed. 

PetSavers to 
the rescue

Pets 2  us

Submitted photo

Slade was found as a stray and is thought to be a lab mix. He is between one and two 

years old and is a huge lover in search of a family to settle down with. 

Submitted photo

Edgar was found as a stray and is an ARC veteran, 

having been at the shelter longer than any other 

cat. He is a very sweet four-year-old shorthair 

looking for his forever home.  


