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Cora Hall
News Editor

 Disagreement over contract negotiations be-
tween the Ferris Faculty Association (FFA) and the 
university resulted in a faculty strike Monday, Aug. 
27.
 A temporary restraining order and injunction 
filed by the university Monday afternoon required 
FFA members to end their strike and return to 
classes Tuesday, Aug. 28. Faculty are to work 
as contract negotiations continue. The Mecosta 
County Circuit court confirmed that the judge on 
the case was Hon. Scott Hill-Kennedy, who was 
the Assistant General Counsel at Ferris from 
1991-93 and the Interim President from May 10 
to July 6 in 2003.
 The FFA and Ferris administration have met 12 
times since May 25 to negotiate the faculty con-
tracts that expired June 30. The last meeting oc-
curred Wednesday, Aug. 29, and still no contract 
agreement was reached. FFA members continued 
to picket all week around their class schedules.
 According to Ferris Physical Science Professor 
and FFA President Charles Bacon, the Associate 
Deans on the university negotiations team are not 
allowed to speak; only the attorney hired, James 
Green, speaks and “he is doing whatever Dr. Eisler 

wants him to do.” Bacon said 
President David Eisler was not 
present at the last negotiation 
meeting.
 “We find this to be stupid,” 
Bacon said. “This shouldn’t be 
happening and it’s very frustrat-
ing. We take it very seriously be-
cause, truly, Ferris faculty are 
here for the students.”
 The most recent proposal by 
the FFA included a three-year 

contract, 2.75 percent salary increase each year, 
keeping the Supplemental Market Adjustment 

(SMA) at $300,000 and increased health bene-
fits, among other items. The SMA allocates money 
to faculty who are underpaid compared to nation-
al averages of their rank. According to Bacon, 249 
FFA members qualify for this.
 The university’s last offer was a five-year con-
tract with a 2.25 percent salary increase for three 
years and 2.50 percent increase for the following 
two. This comes without renewing the SMA fund. 
Bacon said now the university has put 2.25 per-
cent on the table but it is really just their original 

1.5 percent plus the 0.75 percent by getting rid 
of SMA.
 “So, it’s taking money from your right pocket 
and putting it in your left pocket and saying ‘you 
have more money now.’ It’s smoke and mirrors,” 
Bacon said.
 According to Bacon, the faculty response to the 
latest offer is 92 percent against the deal and 8 
percent for it.
 Bacon said with the half million dollars Eisler 

Faculty strikes back
Faculty members continue to teach without a contract

Charles 
Bacon

Strike| see page 5
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FFA members picket through campus.
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 Students in search of a good time don’t have to 
look far as the 2018 Bulldog Beginnings events kick 
off the school year.
 The first two weeks of the semester are full of op-
portunities to meet new friends while enjoying free 
food, entertainment and prizes.
 The Center for Leadership, Activities, and Career 

Services (CLACS) hosted Crafting 
at CLACS Monday, Aug. 27, which 
included projects, food, board 
games and Wii.
 “I would say that this year more 
than any other year I’m going to try 
to be more involved on campus. 
We were just getting a coffee and 
were like ‘oh arts and crafts,’” Fer-
ris human resource management 
senior Emily Simon said. “It’s a 

great way to meet people for one thing and just get 
out of your dorm and do something. It’s just some-
thing nice to do in between classes and just hang 
out.”

 Students at the event got creative by making their 
own string bracelets and duct tape pencil pouches, 
and were able to socialize with each other to ease the 
stress of new classes.

 “I’ve been going to stuff since I 
was a freshman. I actually didn’t 
really have many friends when 
I was a freshman so I thought 
‘might as well get to know people,’ 
and I feel like it’s a really good 
way for people to not only express 
themselves, but finding people 
who have the same interests as 
you is really cool, too,” Ferris hu-
man resource management senior 
Kelsey McGovern said.

 The activities began Friday, Aug. 24 and will con-
tinue through Saturday, Sept. 8 in order to help Bull-
dogs get acclimated to being at Ferris.
 “You get free food, you get to meet people and you 
get the exercise,” Ferris pre-pharmacy freshman Ja-
cob Foucault said. “You get to walk around and see 
the campus.”
 Many students said they find the Bulldog Begin-
nings events helpful for meeting people.
 “You get out of your room and you’re meeting new 
people, especially if you’re new,” Ferris criminal jus-
tice junior Morgan Czajkowski said. “You can interact 
with other people and you’re able to see what the 
school has to offer.”

Landry Shorkey  
Torch Reporter

 The Student Recreation Center’s 
(Rec) annual Rec Fest was hosted on 
the same night as the Grand Opening 
of the Rec after it endured many ren-
ovations.
 The festivities took place Monday, 
Aug. 27 and gave students an oppor-
tunity to explore the new facility, as 
well interact with the club sports avail-

able on campus.
 “Rec Fest is an 
annual event that 
we use to promote 
club sports and to 
do a welcome back. 
So, we combined 
it with our grand 
opening event to 
really celebrate this 
beautiful facility,” 

Ferris Director of University Recre-
ation Cindy Horn said. “We wanted 
to hold an event that would draw as 
many people as possible into the facil-
ity to check it out.”
 According to Horn, the current Rec 
was redesigned, renovated and re-
opened in a process that took nearly 
two years to complete and cost a total 
of $6.3 million.
 Some of the major changes made 
to the facility include a new weight 
room that has nearly doubled in size, 
a fitness mezzanine overlooking the 
weight room, a new lobby, new ex-
ercise equipment, the addition of a 
single user restroom, improved office 
spaces and a wellness classroom 

where fitness on demand classes will 
be available. 
 “One of our main ideas was to be 
able to find a place for everybody here 
at the Rec Center. So, if you are a 
weightlifter or if you want to practice 
yoga, if you want to do stretching…
we would have something for you. We 
were very intentional about that, trying 
to create a lot of different places for 
people to tuck away and do whatever 
it is for them,” Horn said. 
 Students were welcomed into the 
Rec with an array of food, games, priz-
es and inflatables. 
 “I’m pretty sure they do the Rec 
Fest every year but this one has been 
the best one by far,” Ferris advertising 
senior Dani Sanchez said.
 Many students who attended the 
event expressed their approval of the 
new fitness set-up.
 “It’s more inviting than it used to 
be. It makes me want to actually come 
here and do things,” Ferris computer 
information technology systems soph-
omore Jason Binney said. “I really like 
the big glass windows in the front. 
I think that’s really nice. I’d rather 
be staring at the nice outside than a 
white brick wall while I’m running.”
 Ferris digital animation and game 
design freshman Trevor Emerson was 
impressed with the changes. 
 “When I was here before it just 
seemed very small, I guess,” Emerson 
said. “I visited several colleges before 
I visited Ferris, like Michigan and Colo-
rado State and their Rec Centers were 
just massive. This is now up to par 
with that.” 

Friends, food & fun

Photo by:  Taylor Davis | Torch Photographer

Students enjoy the Founders’ Day Ice Cream Social in the North Quad Thursday, 

Aug. 30.

Bulldog Beginnings provide 
fun activities on campus

Emily
Simon

Kelsey 
McGovern
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One of the renovations at the Rec includes a new weight room.

Weighing in 
New Student Recreation Center hosts grand 

opening event to reveal renovations

Cindy 
Horn
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Rock the Patio
 Enjoy free outdoor music at the Rock Café from 3 
to 6 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8. Music will be provided by 
Ferris Alum Chris Cranick and Overdrive Orchestra. Stu-
dents are invited to eat their meal while enjoying the 
music. For more information, contact CLACS at (231) 
591-2685.

Tie-Dye in the Quad
 Get creative and tie-dye your white clothes in the 
North Quad 6 p.m. Monday, Sept. 10. The registered 
student organization Crafters Anonymous is hosting the 
event and will provide dye to participants. Bring your 
own white shirt, socks or pillowcase. For more informa-
tion, contact April Wilson at wilsoa63@gmail.com.

Conversation on Inclusion: The Glass Ceiling
 Come learn about the glass ceiling and its effects at 
the third annual Conversation on Inclusion Wednesday, 
Sept. 12, from 4:45 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the University 
Center. For more information, contact Catherine Brow-
ers at (231) 591-3145.

- ON THE RECORD - 
A roundup of this summer’s crime at Ferris State University

Cora Hall 
News Editor

You really shouldn’t be driving
 June 14, 9:06 p.m., officers responded to 
a report of driving with a suspended license 
at Gilbert and Northland Drive. One appear-
ance ticket was issued.

Should have stayed home
 June 27, 4:15 p.m., officers investigated 
a report of someone driving with an expired 
license at Perry Avenue. One appearance 
ticket was issued.

First of all, you’re an idiot
 July 2, 6:32 p.m., officers received a re-
port of a someone operating under the in-
fluence of liquor at State Street and Ferris 
Drive. One subject was arrested and re-
ferred to the Office of Student Conduct.

Gingerbread man at it again
 July 7, 8:52 p.m., officers pursued a flee 
and elude at Magnolia Street and Winter Av-
enue. The case is still open.

Hang a Louie
 July 11, 2:11 p.m., officers responded to 
a report of a subject driving while their li-
cense was suspended at Waterloo and State 
Street. One appearance ticket was issued.

It’s too early for this…
 July 12, 7:54 a.m., officers investigated a 
report of obstruction of justice at Knollview 
Drew and State Street. One subject was ar-
rested.

No means no
 July 12, 12:01 p.m., officers investigated 
a report of criminal sexual conduct in the 

1st degree at Gilbert Road. One subject was 
arrested and referred to the Office of Stu-
dent Conduct and Title IX Office.

Pharm school is hella expensive
 July 19, 11:54 a.m., officers responded 
to a report of larceny from a building at the 
Pharmacy Building. The case is still open.

Who even still drinks in the dorms?
 Aug. 9, 5:25 a.m., officers investigated a 
report of a minor in possession at Cramer 
Hall. One subject was arrested and referred 
to the Office of Student Conduct.

Pay student loans or go to jail
 Aug. 16, 11:12 a.m., officers responded 
to a report of financial responsibility viola-
tions at Clark Street and Perry Avenue. One 
appearance ticket was issued.

R-E-S-P-E-C-T
 Aug. 17, 9:31 p.m., officers investigated a 
report of obstruction of justice at Marathon 
Gas Station. One subject was arrested.

How dare you
 Aug. 18, 6:28 p.m., officers responded to 
a hit and run at Cardinal Court. The case is 
still open.

It’s not hard to renew your license…
 Aug. 20, 12:27 a.m., officers received 
a report of subject driving with an expired 
license at State and Maple Street. One ap-
pearance ticket was issued.

For this week’s On the Record,  
check out fsutorch.com

Pharm school is hella expensive

Torch Corrections
Did we make a mistake?

Let us know!

Corrections can be submitted through email at 
fsutorcheditor@gmail.com or by calling  

231-591-5978

Megan Lewton 
Editor in Chief

Arizona, United States
 U.S. Senator and 2008 Republican Presidential Can-
didate John McCain died in his home Saturday, Aug. 25 
at the age of 81. McCain had been battling brain cancer 
since 2017, for which he had received chemotherapy and 
radiation. According to an article by Reuters, flags at the 
White House flew at half-mast Sunday, Aug. 26, in Mc-
Cain’s honor.
 Original story by Robert D. McFadden, Aug. 25, 2018. 
The New York Times.

Brussels, Belgium
 Nations in the European Union are considering end-
ing observance of daylight savings hours. Each of the 28 
countries in the union will decide for themselves whether 
or not to follow daylight savings hours. The EU has prac-

ticed daylight savings hours since 1996. The EU allowed 
residents to fill out a form to display their opinions of day-
light savings hours, and the majority of voters were in fa-
vor of abolishing the practice. 
 Original story by Milan Schreuer, Aug. 31, 2018. The 
New York Times.

London, England
 In an effort to reduce childhood obesity, an England 
proposal may prevent people from buying energy drinks if 
they are under the legal age. The ban would prohibit the 
sale of energy drinks with greater than 150 milligrams 
of caffeine per liter to those underage. A 12-week com-
ment period will allow residents to vote on the restrictions 
around energy drink sales, including what the legal age of 
purchase should be.
 Original story by Ceylan Yeginsu, Aug. 30, 2018. The 
New York Times.

WEEKLY W   RLD NEWS
Catch up on news around the globe

Grant Siddall
Torch Reporter

 Two Big Rapids stores recently re-
ceived separate complaints from women 
who said a man was following them while 
they shopped.
     The reported incidents took place at 
the Big Rapids Meijer and Walmart Thurs-
day, Aug. 23 and Saturday, Aug. 25. The 
reports were similar in description with 
each focused around a man who was not 
shopping, yet following each respective 
woman throughout their shopping trips. 
However, one woman has verified via 
photograph that it was not the same man 
in each incident.
 “People had screenshot and sent me 
the photo and that’s not the same man 
that I saw, so it was two different men,” 
Metro-Detroit resident Jessica said, who 
asked to keep her last name private due 
to worries stemming from the incident. “I 
had crossed paths with this man a cou-
ple times near the produce and as I made 
my way to the hair care aisle around the 
corner, a woman approached me from 
behind.
 “We were right in the entrance of the 

aisle and she said, ‘Ma’am, do you know 
the man behind me?’ At that point he was 
peering and leaning around the corner 
and looking right at us and as soon as I 
looked at him and said, ‘No, I don’t know 
him,’ he realized that I looked at him and 
that we were talking about him,” Jessica 
said. “He disappeared pretty quickly. The 
woman said, ‘He’s been following you 
around taking pictures of you.’”
 According to Jessica, she then saw the 
man several more times pushing an emp-
ty cart throughout the store and that she 
felt he was there everywhere as she went 
throughout the store. 
 Ferris social work sophomore Becca 
Park similarly reported that during her 
trip at Walmart she noticed a man fol-
lowing her everywhere through the store, 
even as she changed checkout lines.
 Both incidents were reported to the 
management of each respective store, 
and subsequently to the police. Big Rap-
ids Department of Public Safety (BRDPS) 
released a statement about the incidents 
via their Facebook page.
 “BRDPS is aware of other uncorrobo-
rated reported information on Facebook 
concerning human trafficking and abduc-
tion related to this event. BRDPS does not 
have any reported abductions, attempted 
abductions or missing persons in relation 
to this complaint or any other complaint,” 
the post said in addition to encouraging 

citizens to report suspicious activity.
 As for the investigation moving for-

ward, Park said that’s 
unlikely to happen.
 “Pretty much what 
I’ve gotten back from 
the police is that they 
can’t do anything fur-
ther because he didn’t 
touch or talk to me,” 
Park said
 In addition to re-
porting the incidents, 

both women posted Facebook posts 
about their experiences which were each 
shared several thousand times and gar-
nered comments of both support and 
backlash.
 “I ended up taking [the Facebook post] 
down because I had people comment-
ing a lot of hurtful things because they 
thought I made it up because they’ve 
heard similar stories. I had someone say, 
‘I hope he finds you’ and lots of hurtful 
things like that,” Park said. 
 Despite the hurtful comments they 
have received, both women say they’re 
glad they posted their stories to bring 
awareness to a potentially dangerous sit-
uation.
 BRDPS recommends anyone reporting 
suspicious activity call Meceola Central 
Dispatch at (231)796-4811.

Suspicious shoppers
Facebook posts about men  
following women while shopping 
in Big Rapids go viral

Becca
Park

watch us on
 youtube

FSU torch



4

4 
Week of Sept. 5 - 11, 2018

News
Ferris State Torch

Cora Hall  
News Editor

 Budget cuts made by the university have had sever-
al impacts around campus, including cutting summer 
classes and restricting faculty contract negotiations.
 There has been discussion about lower enrollment 
this year, making negotiations more difficult, as tui-
tion makes up 72 percent of the university’s reve-
nue, according to Director of Budgetary Planning and 
Analysis Sally DePew. Negotiations, or lack thereof, 
between the university and the Ferris Faculty Asso-
ciation (FFA) drove faculty to strike. The strike was 
stopped by a court order and FFA members are now 
working without a contract.
 The university’s last offer was a 2.25 percent in-
crease for three years and a 2.50 percent increase 
for the next two. The Ferris Faculty Association’s last 
proposal was a 2.75 percent increase for three years. 
 All faculty salaries are public information and can 
be found in the Transparency Reporting on the Fer-
ris website. The total amount of money spent on the 
460 FFA positions is $47,334,050. The average sal-
ary among the FFA is $102,900 and 51.7 percent of 
members are paid over $100,000. 
 The mean annual wage of all occupations in Michi-
gan in 2017 was $48,300, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics.  professors (2.8 percent) in the FFA 
make below that figure.
 In an attempt to gain transparency from the uni-
versity, the Ferris Faculty Association (FFA) used the 
Freedom of Information Act to get access to a total 
list of President David Eisler’s compensation and ben-
efits. 
 Eisler’s total compensation in the fiscal year of 
2017 came to $368,425, which included a bonus of 
$58,500. His benefits totaled $74,874. Eisler’s reim-
bursed expenses were $43,066, the grand total of all 
Eisler’s expenses being $486,365. 
 A conflicting factor for many faculty members was 
the amount of money spent on building renovations 
in the past couple years. The total cost of building 
projects this summer was $38.65 million. However, 
the Swan Annex, which cost $30 million, came from 
a capital outlay appropriation for a specific building, 
according to DePew. 
 “The state restricts capital outlay appropriations to 
that project and dollars cannot be used for any other 
purpose.  Other building projects may be funded from 
private donations, like the Janke golf addition, which is 
funded with donor dollars for that specific project.  In 
all cases, buildings are supported with one-time dol-

lars. Salaries and benefits are recurring costs which 
require an ongoing funding source,” DePew said.
 Ferris Physical Sciences Professor and FFA Presi-

dent Charles Bacon is upset by the 
emphasis on building projects.
 “We have been working with all 
of the unions here at Ferris…and 
regardless of the unit we’re in, we 
all feel like as employees we’re 
not valued and they’d rather build 
buildings,” Bacon said. 
 Ferris Communications Offi-
cer Michelle Rasmussen said the 
building renovations are necessary 

to attract students.
 “Our faculty are important, and so is investing and 
re-investing in our facilities,” Rasmussen said. “To at-
tract students, we need to have facilities on campus 
that are safe, welcoming and attractive. Our buildings, 
on average, are almost 22 years old. Many of our 
buildings are 50 years old or older.”
 Many professors are also upset by the decrease in 
summer class budgeting and the university cancelling 
classes. Sports Entertainment and Hospitality Man-
agement Associate Professor Aaron Waltz said Ferris 
is cutting back on summer class offerings because of 
the budget cap for faculty payroll. 
 “It appears to us, with our numbers, [the budget 
cap] is between $1.5 and $2 million of faculty wages. 

So, what happens on the backend, 
from a total revenue standpoint, 
they’re leaving between $2 and $3 
million of tuition revenue out there 
by cancelling classes,” Waltz said. 
“Instead of having 35,000 total 
credit hours, we did 31,000 last 
summer, and we should have been 
at 33,000 at worst. So, if you take 
the 33,000 credit hours and you 
apply the lowest rate of tuition at 

$408 or $414, that gets you to about $2 million in 
lost revenue.”
 The minimum number of students needed for a 
class to breakeven is five or six, according to Waltz, 
but many classes are full with 20 to 30, so the uni-
versity does not lose money if there are sections with 
lower enrollment. 
 “Just to maintain an arbitrary budget,” Waltz said. 
“It’s a meaningless budget. They’re limiting their own 
opportunity for revenue in offering classes for stu-
dents.”

Cora Hall
News Editor

 After being told not to attend classes by many profes-
sors the night before, students awoke Monday, Aug. 27 to 
a financial aid notice from the university requiring them to 
participate in their classes.
 The email states that “NOT participating in courses may 
result in reductions to, or cancelation of federal financial 
aid, including Pell Grant, Direct subsidized and unsubsi-
dized loans and other Title IV aid.” It goes on to say that 
professors are now required to report “initial participa-
tion” in classes and students who do not intend to par-
ticipate should drop their classes so their financial aid is 
calculated correctly and failure to do so could result in a 
cancelation or reduction of financial aid.
 Director of Financial Aid Heidi Wisby said initial partici-
pation emails were not related to the strike that happened 
Monday, and if she could have stopped them from going 
out, she would have. 
 “I wish I could have pulled it because I do think it con-

fused people,” Wisby said. “But for us, it’s a combination 
of last-minute decisions on their part, schedule has it 
going out before the 8 a.m. classes start, it’s got to be 
going out anyway. If I had the time I would have pulled it 
for everybody until I knew what I could tell you that was 
accurate.”
 Wisby said that the federal government requires that 
certain emails get sent to students for compliance rea-
sons, and she has over 100 emails throughout the year 
scheduled to go out at certain times.
 “You’ve got pluses and minuses to the technology and 
the plus for the scheduler for me is that I know they’re 
going out, I know they’re documented, I know they’re on 
time. If I did it manually, I could avoid this type of thing…
but I’m probably going to miss emails, documentation and 
timing,” Wisby said. “So, we kind of have to make that 
decision, but still we want to avoid sending anything to 
students that’s going to panic them, especially when it’s 
something beyond their control.”
 Ferris music entertainment and business management 
freshman Jada Smiley said the emails were confusing to 

get on the first day of classes.
 “Those were days that some of my classes were can-
celed so I was thinking maybe they’re taking attendance 
and I’m supposed to be there. I was a little nervous and…I 
don’t want my money affected by [professors] not being 
there and me not being there,” Smiley said. “It was a little 
terrifying, I was talking to my mom, like am I supposed to 
do something? And it was just confusing.”
 Wisby said that initial participation is not based on the 
first day of classes. Professors have a deadline to report 
student participation in their classes; this year, that date 
is Sept. 5. 
 “I give you guys as long as I can, but I don’t want to delay 
you, either,” Wisby said. “If I wait for the late starters to 
show up before I cut people off or make adjustments, then 
I have to delay you and you’re going [to class].”
 Wisby said she pushed back the deadline a day to com-
pensate for the day the professors were on strike. If you 
have questions regarding financial aid, visit the Financial 
Aid Office in the Timme Center or call them at (231) 591-
2110.

Eisler’s Expenses (FY17):
• Compensation includes base salary 

($268,088), housing allowance ($41,837) 
and bonus ($58,500)

• Benefits includes  
deferred comp ($54,340), health care 
($13,209), vision ($108), life insurance 
coverage ($2,575), dental ($472) and 
long term disability ($4,170) 

Reimbursed Expenses (FY17):
• Travel & Entertainment: $26,764
• Meals: $983
• Lawn Care: $6,249
• House Cleaning: $1,410
• Other: $42
• Home Repairs: $6,190
• House-sitting: $560 
• Snow plowing: $210
• Pest Control: $658

Show me the numbers
Facts, figures and salaries laid out from both sides

Aaron 
Waltz

Michelle 
Rasmussen

Faculty Salary Information
• Lowest FFA member’s  

salary: $27,305 

• Highest FFA member’s  

salary: $196,750

• Average FFA salary: $102,900

• Total amount spent on FFA  

salaries: $47,334,050

• 25 FFA members make less than Eisler’s 

bonus

Students receive multiple financial aid emails during strike

They just sent it
New Message

Send A



u Are you a student at  
     Ferris State University?

u Do you have children?

u Looking for a support system with resources to  
     help you become successful in college?

u Enjoy activities with your family?

u If you answered yes to these questions, then we are  
    the program for you and your family?

u Give us a call, send us and email 
     we would love to get you 
     connected!

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
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spent on an outside lawyer, the faculty could have 
been given a 2.7 percent raise and still have kept the 
SMA.
 Ferris English Professor and FFA Vice President 
John Caserta said that it is Eisler’s “moral obligation” 
to provide good medical benefits for the faculty.
 “The faculty are very angry that we have a president 
who will not negotiate and forces us to do this,” Caser-
ta said. “We’re not asking for a lot of money; what we 
are asking for is a fair wage. We have faculty who live 
paycheck to paycheck. This is really detrimental, it 
hurts out families, it hurts students.”
 Eisler was unavailable for comment and canceled 
his State of the University address on Founders’ Day 
Thursday, Aug. 30. The statement posted said it was 
canceled “to ensure everyone can enjoy Founders’ 
Day.”
 FFA members picketed in the North Quad, where 
Founders’ Day activities were held, many of them 
holding signs that said “Eisler Resign.”
 “Personally, it’s kind of a sad situation,” Bacon said. 
“This is my 35th year. I’m dedicated to Ferris State 
University, dedicated to the students. And we want 

to be teaching in our classes and working as hard 
as we have been. President Eisler doesn’t even have 
the courage to come and talk to us. He canceled his 
speech.”
 Ferris Manufacturing Engineering Technology Pro-
fessor and former FFA President Jim Rumpf was 
among those picketing on Founders’ Day.
 “If I had known when I started working here that 
now I would be treated like this, I don’t know that I 
would have come to work here,” Rumpf said.
 Ferris Communications Officer Michelle Rasmussen 
expressed that the faculty are incredibly important to 
the education of the students, but there are limita-
tions to the budget.
 “We have to manage our finances responsibly here,” 
Rasmussen said. “We can’t approve of a contract that 
passes on the burden of that cost to our students, be-
cause that’s what would happen.”
  Caserta strongly believes that the university is a 
community and it does not belong to one person.
 “Dave Eisler does not own this university. This uni-
versity belongs to the faculty, it belongs to the stu-
dents, it belongs to this community,” Caserta said. 
“It’s not his money, this is money that comes from 
student tuition and state taxes that we pay. But he 
refuses to give us a fair share in the negotiations.”

Photo by: Megell Strayhorn | Multimedia Editor

FFA Vice President John Caserta gave a speech on the Woodbridge Statue during the faculty picket Monday, Aug. 27.

Strike
Continued from page 1

Student thoughts on 
the strike

 “This being my 
first year on campus, 
I found it surprising 
that these issues 

couldn’t get solved 
prior to the first day of 
class. I do believe that 

the teachers should 
be fighting for what 

they want but I don’t 
believe it should’ve 

been at the students’ 
expense.”

-Ferris veterinary science 
junior Megan Fox

 “My classes were 
canceled. I showed up 

and just had to sign 
in and honestly it was 
pretty frustrating for 
me because I’m here 
and I’ve already paid 
to go to school. I kind 
of felt like they were 
wasting my money.” 

–Ferris pre-med senior 
Andrea Gallagher

 “I’m a little annoyed 
but I’m kind of with 
them protesting to get 
what they want. I’d like 
to join them.”

-Ferris environmental 
biology sophomore Cole 
McGowen

 “I was happy that 
they were standing up 

for themselves in a 
calm but firm man-

ner. They were out of 
the way of students 
and didn’t get into 

people’s face about it 
so I thought they were 

very mature about 
the situation and 

good examples to the 
students witnessing 

it all.” 

-Ferris pre-pharma-
cy junior Samantha 
Schrotenboer

 “It’s kind of an-
noying but as long as 
I’m not affected cred-
it-wise, then I’m still 
getting my money’s 
worth.” 

--Ferris pre-pharmacy 
junior Ali Barakat 
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LIFESTYLES “We play specific songs, but we also listen and react. It’s no fun if we had to be 
robots up there.”- Daniel Twiford - See page 8 for story

Alicia Jaimes | Lifestyles Editor | jaimesa@ferris.edu

Holly Baker
Torch Reporter

 Whether it’s today or five weeks from now, stu-
dents always find themselves relating through 
one common factor—stress. 
   “I really get stressed out about the amount of 
reading we have to do for every class,” Ferris ele-
mentary education sophomore Kaylynn Meeker 
said. “All of the due dates for assignments and 
projects for every class overlap and it’s a lot to 
handle sometimes.”
 According to the Anxiety and Depression As-
sociation of America, “85 percent of college stu-
dents reported that they had felt overwhelmed 
by everything they had to do at some point with-
in the past year.”
 A heavy workload is never the key to a stress-
free semester, and unfortunately, neither is pay-
ment time. According to Ohio State University, 
“seven out of 10 college students feel stressed 
about their finances.”
 “College is expensive. Just recently, I had a 
loan drop. Now, I have to pull all of this money 
out of nowhere,” Ferris architecture third year 
Emily Molitor said. 
 Piles of homework, first week of classes and 
going further and further into debt can all be a 

bit overbearing. Luckily, with more than half of 
the college population finding new ways to pull 
their hair out week to week, many have found a 
way to keep calm when things get tough. 
 “I like to work out to take my mind off of 
things. It’s a way for me to relax and unwind,” 
Molitor said.
 Exercise is a great way to combat stress be-
cause it produces endorphins which can help 
better a bad or stressed mood, according to a 
post by Harvard Medical School. However, while 
some prefer to get out, others prefer to zen out 
with some binge-worthy TV shows. 
 “I like to watch Netflix and hang out with 
friends to get my mind off of all the work that I 
have to do. My favorite show to watch is The Of-
fice,” Ferris business administration sophomore 
Kayla John said.
 Another successful way to relax and unwind is 
with essential oils. Ferris biology freshman Sar-
ah Connors has been using essential oils in her 
dorm room since arriving to campus.
 “I spray lavender oil on my pillow every night 
before I go to sleep. It is so relaxing and puts me 
to sleep right away. I like yoga when I feel myself 
getting stressed because it helps center me and 
clear my mind,” Connors said. 

Under pressure

Students confess what causes them stress

Photo by: Megell Strayhorn | Multimedia Editor

Ferris marketing senior Victoria Baklashev practices her breathing techniques as a way to unwind.

1. Turn off your phone. Shutting down social media doesn’t 
have to be just before you go to bed. By giving yourself some 
phone-free time during the day, you’ll have more time for study-
ing and less time to be mad because your friend or significant 
other won’t text you back. Dedicate one to two hours a day to 
do something other than scrolling through your newsfeed and 
notice how you feel.

2. Cut the caffeine. Though your morning coffee may keep you 
awake for your 8 a.m., try to dial it down by the time bedtime 
rolls around. Instead of a caffeinated beverage like soda or 
energy drinks, try drinking decaffeinated tea before bed. There 
are varying types, including “bedtime teas” that could help you 
unwind from a stressful day, so you don’t end up laying awake in 
bed running through tomorrow’s to-do list…again.

3. ASMR. Autonomous Sensory Meridian Response videos are 
just a click away! Simply YouTube “ASMR sleep” or “ASMR relax-
ation” videos and you’ll connect with many videos with a main 
purpose to treat your ears while soothing your mind. 

4. Sweat it out. Get the endorphins going by doing a quick jog 
around campus. Not your thing? Hit the Rec Center or do an 
at-home-workout for a half an hour and see how you feel after-
wards. 

5. Get steamy. After your workout, hit the showers. A hot bath 
will help relax your muscles, which could impact your overall 
quality of sleep.

“I love using essential oils. I use 
them in my dorm room, and they 
make everything smell good 
and clean. My favorite is 
lavender.” 
 -Ferris nursing freshman 
Margo Howard
 
“I love using lemon oil 
to keep things smelling 
fresh and clean. It works 
really well to clean kitchen 
counters, as well.” 
 -Ferris biology sophomore 
Kylie Wilson
 
“When I was little, my 
mom would put tea 
tree oil to help me get 
rid of my headaches. 
I’ve done it ever since.” 
 -Ferris pre-med  
freshman Danielle 
Simon

Road to relaxation 

The essentials

Graphic by: Hannah Way | Production Assistant
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 Like many other colleges, Ferris welcomes the op-
portunity for students to join a variety of organiza-
tions—fraternities and sororities being a popular one.
 Ferris pharmacy P2 student Brooke Bennett is her 
chapter’s president of Kappa Psi, a professional fra-
ternity that focuses on pharmacy. Bennett joined the 
organization in Fall 2015, after having attended a rush 
event with a friend.
 “Just come out to some events and give it a try. You 
won’t fully know if a Greek organization is or is not for 
you until you give it a shot,” Bennett said.
 Ferris hospitality management senior Brandon Bab-
cock is the current chapter president of Phi Sigma 
Kappa and the first of his immediate family to enter 
into Greek life, having joined during Fall 2016.
 “I believe that you should put some thought and 
time into what fraternity and sorority you join. Each 
different organization has a different set of values, 
core ideas, philanthropies, etc. You will want to find 
the right fit for you,” Babcock said.
 Being a member of a Greek organization, wheth-
er it be for professional or social purposes, provides 
a great deal of benefits as well. Greek life has been 
known to help students develop a strong sense of 

character by providing academic support and oppor-
tunities to work within the community.
 “I have gained many lifelong friends as well as a 
feeling of belong that has helped me come into my 
own and get over my social anxiety and shyness,” 
Ferris pre-pharmacy junior and Lambda Kappa Sigma 
member Mia Rambo said.
 Many Greek organizations also follow philanthro-
pies in which they raise money for a cause which differ 
based on the fraternity or sorority. 
 “Phi Sigma Sigma’s philanthropy (what we donate 
to) is the Phi Sigma Sigma Foundation, which sup-
ports school and college readiness. The Foundation 
is partnered with the Kids in Need Foundation, which 
supplies students across the nation with school sup-
plies,” Ferris hospitality management senior and Phi 
Sigma Sigma president Allison Jackson said.
 Rush and recruitment week differs with fraternities 
and sororities, as each choose their own methods of 
recruitment.
 “We like to have information tables and meetings 
around campus to help answer any questions and 
pass out applications,” Ferris business administration 
senior and president of Delta Sigma Pi Malik Phillips 
said.
 For more information on Greek events, visit calen-
dar.ferris.edu.

When to 
Greek 

Out

Mark your    
calendars for 
the month of 
September - 

Greek activities 
are in the air

Fraternity and sorority events take over campus

Get your Greek on

 TUESDAY

 WEDNESDAY

 FRIDAY

THURSDAY

 WEDNESDAY

 MONDAY
Sept. 10

Sept. 11

Sept. 12

Sept. 14

Sept. 13

Sept. 26

Phi Alpha Theta Book Sale
Location: Campus Quad

Time: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

LAE Rush Week - LAE Cookout 
Time: 6 - 8 p.m.

LKS Bake Sale
Location: FLITE Lobby Table
Time: 1 - 5 p.m.

Lambda Chi Alpha Watermelon Bust
Location: North Quad

Time: 10:45 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Phi Alpha Theta Book Sale
Location: Campus Quad
Time: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Lambda Chi Alpha Watermelon Bust
Location: North Quad
Time: 10:45 a.m. - 5 p.m.

LAE Rush Week - On Campus Scavanger Hunt
Location: Campus-wide

Time: 7 - 9 p.m.

Phi Alpha Theta Book Sale
Location: Campus Quad

Time: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Lambda Chi Alpha Watermelon Bust
Location: North Quad

Time: 10:45 a.m. - 5 p.m.

LAE Rush Week - Trivia Night
Location: 
Time: 7 - 9 p.m.

Lambda Chi Alpha Watermelon Bust
Location: North Quad
Time: 10:45 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Interfraternity Council’s Annual Formal Recruitment
Location: University Center 203
Time: 7 - 11 p.m.

BGC Icebreaker
Time: 10 p.m. - 2 a.m.

For more information, visit the Ferris calendar at              
calendar.ferris.edu

Photo by: Megell Strayhorn | Multimedia Editor

Ferris sorority sisters pose proudly in front of their organization’s Greek letters.

Need advice? Send your questions to torchadvicecolumn@gmail.com 
to be anonymously featured in the last edition of every month.
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    Everyone has heard about the benefits 
of using old items for new purposes, but a 
performance group coming to campus takes 
it to a new level. 
 rePercussion is a comedy drumming 
group that uses recycled objects in their 

performances. Some of their objects in-
clude pots, pans, buckets, barrels and met-
al signs.
   Founded by Vince Romanelli in September 
1997, rePercussion started as a two-man 
group in the suburbs of Chicago and even-
tually grew to a seven-member group who is 
able to travel around the world. 
 “It’s usually a two-person show. One of 
the best parts about being in the group 
is that we’re all very good friends. So, it 
doesn’t seem like work. We just get to go 
around places playing, meeting people and 
having fun. We try to make it painfully ob-
vious to audiences that we don’t take our-

selves too seriously. We’re up there to have 
fun, make people laugh, get involved and 
leave the show feeling better about their 
day. We always aim for joy,” Romanelli said.
 rePercussion has traveled to locations 
such as Dubai, United Arab Emirates and 
Delhi, India. They have also worked on Dis-
ney Cruise Lines around Alaska ports, Los 
Angeles ports and the Caribbean, as well as 
Princess cruise lines in Singapore, Vietnam, 
Hong Kong and Peru.  
 Fellow performing member and designer 
Daniel Twiford always had a dream of enter-
taining for a living while playing his drums.
 “We play specific songs, but we also listen 

and react. It’s no fun if we had to be robots 
up there,” Twiford said.
 CLACS Activities Coordinator Nicholas 
Smith found the group during a showcase at 
a National Association for Campus Activities 
conference a few years ago.
 “I think students will really enjoy this 
event and it will be a great way to kick off our 
Fridays at Ferris program. We will be hosting 
some kind of event every other Friday night 
in the University Center starting at 9 p.m.,” 
Smith said.
 rePercussion will be performing 9 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 7. in University Center 202 and 
will be free for students to attend.

Reduce, reuse, rePercussion
Drumming group 
comes to Ferris

How would your
friends descri be you? Creative

Adventurous

Introvert or Extrovert?

Flora or Fauna?

Flora

My ideal Sunday would
be spent          .

What quality  of 
an RSO is most 

import ant to you?

Fauna

Introvert
Extrovert

What art form do 
you prefer?

Enjoying the 
great outdoors

Cuddling  with
my cat or dog

Opportunities 
to give back

Opport un ities to
learn a new skil l

Musi c

Painting

Which RSO should you join?
Find out which organization 

fits your lifestyle

You got  

Outdoor Club

According to Orgsync, the Out-

door Club meets 11 a.m. Tuesdays 

in the Card Wildlife Education 

Center in the Arts and Science 

Commons.

You got  

Pet Savers

According to President Alyssa 

Cosselman, PetSavers meets the 

second Monday of every month 

at 7:30 p.m. in FLITE 133 or 

135.

You got  

Ukulele Club

According to Orgsync, the 

Ukulele Club meets 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays in University Center 

016.

You got  

Crafters Anonymous

According to President April 

Wilson, Crafters Anonymous 

meets 7 p.m. Mondays in FLITE 

214.

To learn more about registered student organizations, visit Orgsync on the home page of MyFSU.



9
Week of Sept. 5 - 11, 2018

Lifestyles
Ferris State Torch

Lifestyles
Ferris State Torch

Get jiggy with it

Photo by: Will Holden | Torch Photographer

With their headphones in and their 

thinking minds off, students danced 

the night away at the Headphone Disco 

Wednesday, Aug. 29,  in the University 

Center.

like us on 
facebook at
Ferris State 

Torch

Tune   in   to   our  weekly 
Podcast   with    

Zach schildhouse
The Torchcast can be 
found on our website, 
Facebook page and  

YouTube channel

Follow us 
on

 twitter
@fsutorch

 

www.facebook.com/FSUITSC

www.twitter.com/fsuitsc
231-591-4822      877-779-4822

itsc@ferris.edu

805 Campus Drive, UCB 108 Big Rapids, MI 49307

EXPERIENCE

TAC IT
SOLUTION

CENTER

     https://ferris.edu/it

T
WHAT’S NEW

Technology Assistance Center (TAC) is now TAC IT Solution Center

The TAC IT Solution Center is your central source for IT 
service and repair

We are located in the UCB 106/108 suites

Our Walk-up Services in UCB 108 can support & repair your University-owned or 
personal technology devices, including PC’s/Mac’s/Tablets/Mobile Devices

Need your device registered on the network, visit us during our iConnect sessions 
on 8/25-8/31 in UCB 116. Bring your computers, tablets, phones, game consoles, 
etc... 

Create your own IT support/request tickets, check the status of a ticket, 
see service/system outage, and search our knowledgebase for helpful 
answers on our Self-Service Portal -                                                     
https://cherwell.ferris.edu/cherwellportal/its

9
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“We have a strong work ethic and a deep bench with a lot of players who can make 
an impact.”- Carley Dubbert - See page 12 for story

Mollie Hamelund 
Torch Reporter

 It appears the Ferris football team hasn’t missed 
a step since losing Ferris alum and offensive-power-
house Reggie Bell as the Bulldogs kicked off their 
2018 season strong with a 49-17 victory over the 
East Stroudsburg Warriors (Pennsylvania).
 With Bell long gone, one question loomed: who 
will replace him as starting quarterback?
 Enter Ferris junior quarterback Jayru Campbell, a 
former Michigan State University commit.
 Campbell started the game off with a bang, con-
necting with Ferris junior slot Dion Earls for a 44-
yard touchdown pass to give the Bulldogs a 7-0 lead.
 That lead would only grow, as Ferris found the 
end-zone five more times, extending their lead to 
42-3 heading into the half.
 Earls ruled the first half, entering the locker room 
with two touchdowns and 102 yards receiving, which 
was nearly twice the amount of receiving yards the 
Warriors mustered in the first half.
 The second half started off slow for the Bulldogs, 
with the Warriors getting on the board halfway 
through the third quarter.
 In an attempt to regain momentum, head coach 
Tony Annese put in Ferris junior quarterback Travis 
Russell in the second half.
 Russell failed to score in the third quarter but fi-
nally got the offense going again with a 46 yard carry 
in the first two minutes of the fourth quarter to keep 
the Bulldogs up 49-10.
 The Bulldogs laid off the gas to finish off the War-
riors and start the season 1-0.
 Ferris will hope to keep the offense rolling when 
they return home and take on the Findlay Oilers 
(Ohio) 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8.

Bulldogs snag 49-17 
home victoryRunnin’ wild

Photo by:  Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Ferris junior quarterback Jayru Campbell takes off down the field. Campbell impressed in his debut as the starting quarterback, defeating East 

Stroudsburg 49-17.

Wet ‘n’ wild

Photo by: Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Ferris students enjoy a slip-n-slide 

placed in the end zone during halftime 

of the Thursday, Aug. 31 football game.
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Sports Shorts

Michael Reedy
Torch Reporter

   Ferris athletics had an impressive start to the sea-
son as women’s volleyball went 4-0 and football had 
a dominating 49-17 victory over the East Stroudsburg 
Warriors.
 With so much success, it was difficult to choose this 
week’s Top Dawg but it has to go to Ferris junior wide 
receiver Dion Earls.
 With all the attention focused on who would be 
starting under center, Earls seemed content to make 
plays no matter who was getting the ball to him. With 
some key offensive players not participating in the 
Thursday, Aug. 31 game due to injuries, Earls saw a 
heavy workload and he handled it quite well. 
 With five receptions for 114 yards, which averages 
out to be an outstanding 22.8 yards per reception, 
Earls proved to be a significant threat for the Warriors. 
Earls also brought in two touchdowns, one coming off 

a wide-open 44-yard pass from Ferris junior starting 
quarterback Jayru Campbell. 
 Earls looks to surpass his statistics from his soph-
omore season, where he finished with 195 total re-
ceiving yards. If Thursday’s performance is an outlook 
on how he will look for the season, then it will be no 
problem at all.
 “Jayru found me a couple of times and I feel like we 
just executed and made some big plays,” Earls said.  
“It’s a good start to the season, nice open win at home 
and practice Monday and get back to it.”
  Earls completed five receptions, nearly outnumber-
ing the five other receivers that tallied up seven re-
ceptions.
 With such an excellent performance, it is safe to say 
that Earls will show out again and have more stand-
out performances. Earls will be back in action at Top 
Taggart Field again 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8, where he 
looks to add on to his already impressive stat sheet.

Photo by: Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Dion Earls
Michael Reedy
Torch Reporter

Stay active 
 If you are looking to compete in a collegiate level sport but are 
worried about how much time you must commit to the sport, look 
no further than one of your Ferris club sport teams. 
 With over 25 teams to choose from, there is a sport for every-
one that still wants to practice and compete in the game they 
played growing up or try out a new sport they have never played 
before. 
 While some club teams do take their sport serious, it is not as 
strenuous and time-consuming as it may be to play a sport regu-
lated by the NCAA. Getting involved with a club sport is a nice way 
to get your mind off school, make new friends and stay active.
 If you are interested, check your email as most teams send out 
information regarding tryouts. 
 For more information, visit the Ferris website and search for 
‘club sports,’ where it will show you a list of all of the teams of-
fered as well as contact information.

Dawgs going pro 
 After a fantastic senior season, former Ferris men’s basketball 
point-guard Drew Cushingberry signed a one-year contract with 
the St. John’s Edge, who are a part of the National Basketball 
League of Canada.  
 The Edge, located in the Canadian province of Newfoundland 
and Labrador, played their inaugural season in 2017-18 where 
they posted a final record of 25-15, which placed them second in 
the division. The Edge went on to lose in the division finals of the 
playoffs. 
 Cushingberry looks to bring his skills to the Edge after an ac-
complished season with the Bulldogs, where he averaged 13.9 
points per game. The Edge are set to start their season in No-
vember.

Division II Player of the Week 
 The Bulldog volleyball team started the season 4-0 after fac-
ing many tough opponents, one of them being No. 1 ranked over-
all in the American Volleyball Coaches Association (AVCA) polls. 
As the Bulldogs played well as a whole, Ferris junior outside hitter 
Allyson Cappel stood out enough to be named the AVCA Division 
II National Player of the Week. Cappel was also named the GLI-
AC’s North Division Player of the Week.
 Playing a pivotal role to the 4-0 start, Cappel earned the re-
ward by posting 4.64 kills per set as well as averaging 3.86 digs 
per set.

Let the Dawgs off the chain

Women’s soccer kicks off their season
Danny Collins
Torch Reporter

 Summer has ended for the Ferris women’s soc-
cer team as they exchange their sunglasses for shin 
guards and spikes. 
 The women’s soccer team has been hard at work 
over the last few weeks, as the squad has begun their 
practices for pre-season camp in preparation for the 
2018 season. The team formally reported for training 
camp Aug. 13. 
 Last season, the Bulldogs finished the season 11-8 
overall, with a third place finish of 6-3 in Great Lakes 
Intercollegiate Conference (GLIAC) conference play.
 The team has very high expectations this season, 
as they have been selected No. 3 in the GLIAC pre-sea-
son rankings.
 “I think the biggest thing we need to focus on is that 
we can’t look too deeply into pre-season rankings and 
we have to trust our process and the way we go about 
our business,” Ferris women’s soccer head coach 
Andy McCaslin said. “It’s a big honor to have received 
the only other vote to win the league but we also know 
we have to hold ourselves to our own standards each 
game. If we can do that we’ll be in pretty good shape 
to have a good run at winning the league in the fall.”
 A year ago, the season was highlighted with a 1-0 
victory over archrival Grand Valley State University in 
October 2017. The victory marked the first time since 
2002 that the Bulldogs had defeated the Lakers. 
 The Bulldogs only lost seven seniors and has added 

nine new and talented players to the already extreme-
ly talented roster that McCaslin inherited. 
 The team returns two 2017 United Soccer Coaches 
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Divi-
sion II All-Midwest Region selections with Ferris soph-
omore forward Bri Rogers, in addition to Ferris junior 
goalkeeper Grace Kraft, who is one year removed from 
a GLIAC Goalkeeper of the Year award.

 “We’re really excited for the re-
turning players to be back with us 
again. We were in a lot of big games 
last year, did well, and grew up a 
lot in the process. Now they’ve got 
to step in and be consistent for us 
game in and game out,” McCaslin 
said. “The seniors set the tone for 
us. They’re doing a good job so far 
of being the examples and we can 
see that on the field.”
 Last weekend, the girls had their 

first two regular season games in their home opener 
weekend against the St. Louis Tritons (Missouri) and 
the Bellarmine Knights (Kentucky).
 Friday, Aug. 31, the Bulldogs fell in a 2-1 overtime 
showdown against the Tritons.
 In the game against the Knights, the team’s scoring 
spree began with a strike from Ferris senior forward 
and captain Carley Dubbert at 16:31 in the first half. 
Ferris sophomore forward Mackenzie Dawes added 

Soccer| see page 12

Andy 
McCaslin
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Ferris State University does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion or creed, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, marital status, veteran or 
military status, height, weight, protected disability, genetic 
information, or any other characteristic protected by applicable 
State or federal laws or regulations in education, employment, 
housing, public services, or other University operations, 
including, but not limited to, admissions, programs, activities, 
hiring, promotion, discharge, compensation, fringe benefits, 
job training, classification, referral, or retention. Retaliation 
against any person making a charge, filing a legitimate 
complaint, testifying, or participating in any discrimination 
investigation or proceeding is prohibited.

Students with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation 
may contact Educational Counseling & Disabilities Services at 
(231) 591-3057 in Big Rapids, or the Director of Counseling, 
Disability & Tutoring Services for Kendall College of Art and 
Design at (616) 451-2787 ext. 1136 in Grand Rapids. 
Employees and other members of the University community 
with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may 
contact the Human Resources Department, 420 Oak St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or call (231) 591-2150.

Inquiries or complaints of discrimination may be addressed to 
the Director of Equal Opportunity, 120 East Cedar St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or by telephone at (231) 591-2152; or Title 
IX Coordinator, 805 Campus Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307, or by 
telephone at (231) 591-2088. On the KCAD Grand Rapids 
campus, contact the Title IX Deputy Coordinator, 17 Fountain 
St., Grand Rapids, MI 49503, (616) 451-2787 ext. 1113.
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FERRIS FANTASY FOOTBALL
 This week’s fantasy football 
did not fall in favor of the Bull-
dogs.
 Despite two monster perfor-
mances from Ferris junior quar-
terback Jayru Campbell and Fer-
ris junior receiver Dion Earls, the 
pros were able to edge out Ferris 
by a wide margin.
 Because this is just a test-run 
before we move into the NFL reg-
ular season next week, I will not 
be diving into the numbers too 
much. Instead, here are a few 
things to note:
 Campbell is looking Reggie 
Bell-esque with his 34-point per-
formance. Having a quarterback 
that can throw for over 200 yards 
and rush for another 100 is a big 
help for the Bulldogs’ fantasy 
team.
 You can expect to see Ferris 
junior quarterback Travis Rus-
sell in the FLEX position quite a 
bit this season. Russell has too 
much talent to ride the bench be-
hind Campbell, so expect head 
coach Tony Annese to toss him 
in on designed plays.
 This week’s large numbers 
for the pros are very misleading. 
While you can expect them to 
put up good numbers, this week 
was a preseason game and most 

teams were resting their start-
ers, which allows for larger plays.
 Ferris sophomore receiver 
Wyatt Plate is listed as tight end 
for the Dawgs. Since Ferris did 
not use a tight end against East 
Stroudsburg, I will continue to 
substitute a receiver at that spot 
if there are no contributing tight 
ends for Ferris.
 Say it with me now: I-N-J-U-R-
I-E-S. The Bulldogs were missing 
a few notable names on the field 
this week, which likely lead to 
the drop-off in numbers. One big 
name on that list is Ferris senior 
receiver Malik Taylor. Expect the 
numbers to take a leap when the 
6-foot-3 deep-threat returns.
 With the start of the NFL’s reg-
ular season set to begin Thurs-
day, Sept. 6, we will soon see if 
the Bulldogs will continue their 
trend of wiping the floor with any 
fantasy lineup we place in front 
of them.

Team Torch Box Score
Position Player  Points

Total:           166

FERRIS STATE Box Score

QB  Phillip Walker          22

RB 1  Matthew Dayes            13

WR1  Keon Hatcher          38

WR2  Tevin Jones          23

TE  Clive Walford                   7 

D/ST   New Orleans Saints     20

K  Brett Maher            8

RB 2  Mark Thompson             9

FLEX  Danny Etling          26

Position Player  Points

Total:          123

QB  Jayru Campbell          34

RB 1  Marvin Campbell          16

WR1  Dion Earls          30

WR2  Sy Barnett             5

TE  Wyatt Plate                     3 

D/ST   Ferris State              11

K  Jackson Dieterle             6

RB 2  Malik Hazzard                 4

FLEX  Travis Russell          14

Photo by: Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Junior defender Tia VanSuilichem prepares to send the ball down field. Ferris soccer has started their year off 1-1 after a few weekend contests.

her own mark on the scoreboard 
at 17:36 to give the Bulldogs a 
2-1 lead. The Knights would go 
on to tie the game 2-2 just before 
halftime.
 Later in the second half, the 
team would get assistance from 
Ferris freshman forward Pia Na-
gel to put the Bulldogs ahead 3-2 
at 69:40. This final goal would be 
enough for the team to capture a 
3-2 victory over a very highly tout-
ed out of conference opponent. 
 The victory over the Knights 
brought the Bulldog record to 1-1 
to start the 2018 season.
 “We have a strong work ethic 
and a deep bench with a lot of 
players who can make an im-
pact,” Dubbert said. “We want 
to do things that no Ferris soccer 
team has done in the past and 

make it to the 
NCAA Tourna-
ment.” 
 For some 
of the play-
ers, this will 
be their final 
season as a 
Bulldog, which 
can be very 
emotional. 

 “If I’m being honest, it is a big 
ball of emotions that it is my se-
nior year. It is super sad to think 
about the fact that this will be my 
last few games playing compet-
itively,” Ferris senior midfielder 
Alexis Schodowski said. “But in 
the same sense, it’s making me 
realize how special it is to be a 
part of a team like ours and how 
much I am going to miss every-
one and everything about this 
program.”
 The Bulldogs will be traveling 
to face the Indianapolis Grey-
hounds (Indiana) 5 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 7.

Carley 
Dubbert

Soccer
Continued from page 11

Brendan Samuels
Sports Editor
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 Across collegiate athletics, you 
hear about “five star recruits,” 
players that coaches need to 
have on their teams, athletes who 
receive offers after their first year 
of high school.
 What about the athletes who 
don’t have all the accolades and 
spotlight? Where do they fall in 
line? 
 This is where the term “walk 
on” comes into play and at every 
level of collegiate athletics, walk 
on athletes are game changers. 
These are the people that have 
to earn scholarship money based 
on their performance after mak-
ing an initial tryout for their re-
spected teams. 
 Typically, these athletes are 
hard-nosed and determined to 
make an impact because they did 
not get initial scholarships or ac-
colades. These athletes perform 
with chips on their shoulders.
 One of the most famous ac-
counts of a professional athlete 
who has been in a walk on situ-
ation is Antonio Brown when he 
was at Central Michigan Universi-
ty, who is now an All-Pro receiver 
in the NFL and arguably the best 
receiver in the game. He had to 
try out and earn his spot at CMU 
just to be put on the roster. 
 The Ferris men’s and women’s 
track and field teams will be look-
ing for new talent as they get set 
to host tryouts for the 2018-19 
season at Top Taggart Field 3 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 11.
 Current Ferris junior sprinter 
Lucas Harris found himself in 
a “walk on” situation as he first 
had to tryout for the team back in 

2017.
 “For me, track was a whole 
new sport. I jumped in with ex-
perienced runners and had to 
compete with them. The hardest 
thing was learning the sport and 
ultimately figuring out how to be a 
student-athlete after a year of not 
being one,” Harris said.
 Harris will now be entering his 
second season on the Bulldog 
track & field team after proving 
himself in his first year. 
 “I would absolutely go for walk-
ing on. If you try out and don’t 
make it, try again. It may be a 

lot of work be-
ing an athlete 
but in the end 
everything is 
worth it,” Har-
ris said.
 Participants 
must have a 
c o m p l e t e d 
physical with-
in the last six 

months and a waiver form con-
taining sickle cell clearance. 
 Each participant must be reg-
istered with the NCAA eligibili-
ty center and must possess a 
10-digit ID number. Freshmen at 
Ferris need to be full-time stu-
dents and current students must 
have a minimum GPA of 2.0 with 
12 credits passed each semes-
ter. 
 Tryouts for running events 
and throwing positions are avail-
able. Final roster spots will be 
announced after tryout perfor-
mance, academic requirements 
and additional space on the cur-
rent roster have been reviewed.

 Anyone interested in trying out 
for track and field should con-
tact Coach Larry Levine at Lar-
ryLevine@ferris.edu.
 In a similar situation, current 
Ferris junior golfer Josh Jeffords 
found himself as a walk on for the 
men’s golf team two years ago. 
 “During the tryout process, 
playing 36 holes in one day was 
a grind. Just trusting myself and 
knowing that I could do it and put 
up a good number was tough. 
Once I made the team, it was 
tough competing against the guys 
on the team who had scholar-
ships and knowing that they were 
good players,” Jeffords said. 
 Jeffords will be entering his 
third season with the Bulldogs 
this fall and has had no regrets 
with his decision of walking on 
two seasons ago. 
 The Ferris men’s and women’s 
golf teams held tryouts for the 
upcoming 2018-2019 season on 
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 1-2 
at Katke Golf Course in Big Rap-
ids.
 First cuts took place after each 
18-hole round on the course. The 
coaching staff decided on the 
first cuts and the second cuts 
were cut down to the lowest few 
players, which for these tryouts 
was the lowest two or three. 
 The athlete that is selected by 
the coaching staff as the best 
possible “walk on” will then par-
ticipate in a two-week tryout ses-
sion with the current men’s or 
women’s team to decide on final 
decisions and execute all NCAA 
eligibility obligations similar to 
the ones listed for track & field. 
 One of the most influential 
things about walk on student-ath-
letes is that they do it for their 
love of their sport and they have 
the unwillingness to let someone 
tell them that they can’t achieve 
their goals. 

Mollie Hamelund
Torch Reporter

 The first month of the new sea-
son is in the books for the Bull-
dog volleyball team and the team 
looks strong with a 5-3 starting 
record.
 After coming into the season 
ranked No. 21 in the nation, the 
Bulldogs’ aggressive offense and 

strong defense 
vaulted them to 
the No. 4 spot.
 “This season 
definitely feels 
really good 
but I know we 
have things to 
work on,” Fer-
ris junior setter 
Maeve Grimes 

said. “If we keep that mentality 
up, I think we should be able to 
finish strong.”
 Grimes has been a big help to 
the Bulldogs this season as she 
leads her team in assists with 
326 so far. Grimes grabbed a 
good chunk of those assists when 
the team was handed its first loss 
against Drury University (Missou-

ri) Friday, Aug. 31, recording 49 of 
her team’s 53 assists.  
 Ferris junior outside hitter Al-
lyson Cappel also played strong 
against Drury, leading the Bull-
dogs in both points and kills with 
17 of each.
 All eight of Ferris’ games have 
been fought in tournament play, 
as the Bulldogs went 4-0 in the 
Ferris State Invitational (Aug. 23-
25). Cappel was vital in the Invita-
tional, as she dominated the Hills-
dale Chargers by tallying 26 of her 
team’s 77 points and adding 22 
kills to the stat box.
 The team then headed to Flor-
ida Friday, Aug. 31 where they 
played four games and came out 
with a 1-3 record.   
 With a lot of young talent, the 
Bulldogs will be looking to piece 
together a string of consecutive 
wins in September to set them-
selves up well when tournament 
season rolls around. 
 The Bulldogs will face the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Parkside 
(Wisconsin) in conference play at 
Ewigleben Sports Complex 7 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 7.

Maeve 
Grimes

Photo by:  Kaitlyn Kirchner | Torch Photographer

Senior outside hitter Katie Placek prepares to serve. Bulldog volleyball is 5-3 to 

start the year after going undefeated in the Ferris State Invitational.

First 

blood

Ferris volleyball starts 2018 
season on the right foot

Hidden talent

Ferris track & 
field and golf 
hold open tryouts

Photo by: Megell Strayhorn | Multimedia Editor

Ferris professional golf management sophomore Ben Strong eyes his drive during Ferris’ open golf tryouts. Several talented golfers 

showed up to Katke Golf Course over Labor Day weekend in hopes of fighting their way onto the Bulldog squad.

Lucas 
Harris

Danny Collins
Torch Reporter
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The contract calamityChat with the chief
Editor in Chief, Megan Lewton

The Ferris State Torch is 
published on 27 Wednesdays 
throughout the academic year. 

This student-run newspaper 
is printed by The Pioneer Group.

 Student media retain the same 
rights, responsibilities, privileges 
and protections afforded by the 
First and Fourteenth Amendments 
of the U.S. Constitution and under 
applicable state laws.
 The Torch and fsutorch.com, the 
student newspaper and its accom-
panying online version focused on 
Ferris State University, are public 
forums for student expression. 
Student editors have the authority 
and responsibility to make all con-
tent decisions without censorship 
or advanced approval for both the 
print and online editions of the 

student newspapers.

OUR LOCATION
Alumni Building 013
410 Oak Street
Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307
fsutorch.com/letter-to-the-editor/

 The Ferris State Torch  
welcomes comments on topics of 
interest to the general readership. 
Letters should not exceed 300 words 
in length and The Torch reserves the 
right to edit for length. Letters will not  
be edited for grammar, punctuation 
or spelling. The Torch will not print 
letters deemed to be libelous or 
obscene. All letters must be signed 
by their authors and include his or 
her phone number. 
 Unsigned editorials appearing 
on this page are the opinion of The 
Torch and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the university’s 
administration, faculty or staff. 
Signed columns represent the opin-
ion of the writer. Inquiries regarding 
editorial content should be directed 
to the Editor in Chief at  
(231) 591-5978.

To advertise with the Torch, contact 
Bre Benner at the Pioneer Group:
(231) 592-8391.
bbenner@pioneergroup.com

 Like many other students pre-
paring for the first day of the 
semester, there was a lot on my 
mind: What time do I have to wake 
up to make it to class on time? 
How many textbooks do I need to 
rent? Will I have any assignments 
due the first week of class?
 However, there was one import-
ant thing that I didn’t even factor 
into my schedule: the possibility 
of a faculty strike over contract 
negotiations.
 I had four classes canceled 
on Monday. Initially, I wasn’t too 
upset about it; it meant that I 
could sleep in a little bit and I 
didn’t have to come up with a fun 
fact for those first day ice-break-
ers. However, as the day went on, 
I realized how many problems this 

strike was causing for so many 
students.
 For instance, I have friends in 
very rigorous programs, such as 
pharmacy and clinical laborato-
ry science, that are on intense 
schedules that really can’t be 
manipulated. The cancellations 
caused some of these students to 
scramble and ponder the conse-
quences of missing these classes, 
even though it wasn’t their fault.
 To make everything more con-
fusing, students received emails 
from Ferris administration prompt-
ing them to go to class. Students 
were advised to arrive to their lec-
ture and wait 15 minutes before 
leaving if their professor doesn’t 
show. Some classes had sign-in 
sheets for students to prove that 

they attended.
 I did not follow this advice and 
I did not go to my canceled class-
es. I took my impromptu time off 
to get things done at work and, 
personally, I found it pointless to 
waste 30 minutes of my life going 
to class and waiting for a profes-
sor who clearly said he wasn’t 
going to show. I’d much rather 
spend this time being productive.
 After I, as well as many of my 
peers, did not attend their can-
celed classes, students received 
another email titled “IMPORTANT 
FINANCIAL AID NOTICE.” The mes-
sage said students must partici-
pate in classes to receive financial 
aid and that professors must take 
attendance to record “initial par-
ticipation” for their classes. 

 The message was not overly 
detailed but what I interpreted 
was that if I didn’t attend my first 
lectures of the semester (which, 
I repeat, were not happening), I 
would lose my financial aid. This 
was all because I didn’t show up 
and write my name on a damn 
sign-in sheet to prove that I sat 
in an empty room for 15 minutes 
and learned absolutely nothing. 
 This is when I got mad. I tried 
to remain unbiased. I tried to hear 
from both sides of negotiations 
and weigh out the thought pro-
cesses of both. Trust me, I did. 
But when the university seem-
ingly threatens to strip me of my 
financial aid for something that 

OPINIONS “It is not the job of survivors to help their abusers find redemption ”
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 When someone tries to positively reemerge 
in the spotlight, everyone looks to the rich and 
famous for a good story. In wake of the #MeToo 
Movement, I have not seen actions that war-
rant such a comeback, especially in the case 
of comedian Louis C.K. 
 C.K. gave one of his first public performanc-
es at New York’s famous Comedy Cellar since 
admitting to sexual misconduct with multiple 
women. Now he’s ended his self-imposed exile 
after announcing months ago that he would 
“step back and take a long time to listen.” I 
guess that he’s done listening, and it seems 
like he learned nothing in his short time away. 
 With male comedy club owners, fans and 
patrons acting as gatekeepers that allow for 
C.K. to show up on stage at this point in time, 
they simultaneously ignore and perpetuate 
the damage that he has done. C.K. has stayed 
tight-lipped on his own misconduct since his 
written statement in November. Shortly put, he 
shouldn’t get to profit from a proverbial come-
back tour when he has done absolutely noth-
ing for atonement. He never even said sorry.
 After C.K. ended his set at Comedy Cellar, 
he received a standing ovation, but a number 
of women in the crowd said they were uncom-
fortable, especially  after a rape whistle joke 
was made. Bad taste aside, has he learned 
nothing? 
 Instead of focusing on the victims and the 
harm that was caused, a lot of public dis-
course has centered on whether the #MeToo 
movement has gone too far in its accusa-
tions. Instead, we should be talking about the 
prevalence of powerful men’s sexual violence 
against women and lack of real consequences. 
People put stress on the #MeToo movement to 
outline what men should do for redemption. I 
will shout this from the rooftops until everyone 
can hear: “It is not the job of survivors to help 
their abusers find redemption!” 
 Instead of people expending their energy 
on thinking about the men who harm others, 
we should be thinking about justice for the 

victims. So many people are victimized and 
receive no closure or compensation for the 
parts of their lives stripped bare and put under 
a microscope by the public. On top of being 
attacked, many victims of powerful people 
who come forward are jeered at by faceless 
people online. No one can heal when violence 
is perpetuated, whether it be verbally or phys-
ically. We worry about what will become of the 
abusers after the other shoe drops. It is easier 
for some to sympathize with public figures that 

they thought that they knew, like C.K. or Kevin 
Spacey, instead of men and women they have 
never seen or met. 
 I have to believe that redemption is possible 
for those who have done wrong, to a point, 
but C.K. hasn’t done nearly enough to warrant 
any type of positive emotions on my end. He 
should pay for his misdeeds for as long as he 
discredited the women he hurt. If he shows up 
on stage again, then I think that his audience 
should walk out or ask for someone else to 
perform instead of giving him recognition. If 
he makes women uncomfortable with jokes 
about rape whistles, then he has learned noth-
ing. This isn’t about tone policing comedy, but 
about an abuse of power by a man onstage 
who does not deserve applause. 

#TooSoon Louis C.K. does not deserve  
applause for jokes about  
rape whistles

Marley Tucker
Opinions Editor

Photo courtesy of Wikipedia Commons

Louis C.K. showed up onstage Sunday, August 26, after vanishing from the spotlight in wake of admitting to 

sexual misconduct.

Chat| see page 16
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Getting ready  
to gradate 29%

Hanging out  
with friends 48%

Attending  
sporting events 12% 

Participating in  
my RSO 11% 

TORCH POLL RESULTS
What are you 

looking forward  
to this  

semester?

Cartoon by: Samuel McNeill | Cartoonist

 “You need help.”
 I do?
 “Don’t self-diagnose.”
 I did.
 “Who cares what your parents say?”
 I do.
 “I’m okay.”
 Am I?
 It’s actually really hard for me to figure 
out how to write this because I’m still 
contemplating canceling the appointment 
I just set up at the Personal Counseling 
Center.
 Not because I don’t think I need a thera-
pist – I do – but because I’m scared.
 For most of my life, I’ve kept myself 
happy by playing by myself, having con-
versations with myself, reading, writing 
and drawing.
 To quickly summarize why I think I am 
depressed, my spring semester went a 
little something like this: my grades were 
the lowest they’ve been for me personally, 
my love life was in unnecessary sham-
bles, my grandpa on my mom’s side was 
“getting worse” and Michigan was being 
its weather-fickle self as per usual.
 I was losing motivation to do classwork. 
I was losing motivation to be with friends. 
I stopped trying to reach out to people 
back home unless they contacted me 
first, even my own parents. I just wanted 
to lay in bed or stay in my dorm.
 My eating habits were completely 
destroyed to the point where a friend 
from my hometown ordered a Domino’s 
pizza to be delivered to my dorm after I 
had gone 20 hours without eating.
 I was, for the first time in the 20 years 
of my existence, beginning to wonder if 
“not existing” would be better.
 According to a WebMD article, the 
symptoms of depression are: “trouble 

concentrating, remembering details and 
making decisions; fatigue; feelings of 
guilt, worthlessness and helplessness; 
pessimism and hopelessness; insomnia, 
early-morning wakefulness or sleeping 
too much; irritability; restlessness; loss 
of interest in things once pleasurable, 
including sex; overeating or appetite loss; 
aches, pains, headaches or cramps that 
won’t go away; digestive problems that 
don’t get better, even with treatment; per-
sistent sad, anxious or ‘empty’ feelings; 
suicidal thoughts or attempts.”
 If any of this sounds like you, please 
take advantage of the free service to 
enrolled students and go schedule an 
appointment at the PCC.
 If you are anxious about making an 
appointment, ask a friend to go with you. 
It’s scary to admit that you need help but 
it’s better to know if you really do need 
help or if a simpler solution can help your 
current situation.
 The honest truth? I started crying when 
I had to answer “why are you seeking 
counseling,” because I honestly don’t 
know.
 Because I was told to? Because I want 
this whole year to be better than my 
spring semester? Because I want to have 
something “wrong” with me and “fix” it? 
Because I’m scared?
 No. Because out of those four phrases 
at the beginning of this article, I only want 
to be able to say one to myself:
 I’m okay.

The phrase  
“self-diagnosed”  
shouldn’t exist

One session with a  
therapist may clear the air

Rebecca Bostic
Managing Copy Editor

Check   out   our   website  
fsutorch.com

56
votes
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 With their disrespectful treat-
ment of late senator and war hero 
John McCain, many Republicans 
have chosen their Trump fandom 
over human decency.
 McCain was publically anti-
Trump and refused in his dying 
days to vote for Trump policies 
despite his 32 years of loyalty to 
the Republican Party as a senator. 
Unsurprisingly to many, this made 
McCain a target of both Trump 
and Trump supporters for the last 
few years of his life, before dying 
after a long battle with brain can-
cer Saturday, Aug. 25.
 In addition to his political 
career, McCain spent more than 
five years as a prisoner of war 
in Vietnam and refused to be 
released early, instead insisting 
that those who were captured 
before him be released first. 
 Many Trump-supporting 
Republicans seem to have forgot-
ten McCain’s service to America 
and should be ashamed of the 
way they treated him in his dying 
days and after his death.
 Following the lead of Trump, who 
insulted McCain by saying he’s 
only a war hero because he was 
captured and that he likes peo-
ple who weren’t captured, Trump 
supporters turned their backs on 
McCain, a man who faithfully and 
honorably served the party during 
his political career.
 Maybe most disrespectful was 
Trump’s decision to go against 
the wishes of his staff and not 
release an official statement hon-
oring McCain and instead, in true 
Trump fashion, posting a Tweet 
that offered condolences to the 
McCain’s family but makes zero 
mention of his legacy. Trump also 
did not order flags to be flown 
at half-staff on the Monday after 
McCain’s death until receiving 
much pressure from veterans 
groups requesting that he do so. 
 Politically, I understand why 
many Republicans occasionally 
had differences of opinion with 
McCain. After all, he earned his 
“Maverick” title much in part 
because of his tendencies to be 
non-partisan in voting on some 

important issues. 
 One of the most memorable 
accounts was in July of 2017 
when he voted against repealing 
the Affordable Care Act, a decisive 
vote that prolonged Republican 
efforts to repeal the act. McCain 
also famously defended former 
U.S. President Barack Obama and 
his character as they ran against 
each other for the presidency 
when a woman referred to Obama 
as an “Arab” in a derogatory way.
 McCain’s bipartisanship earned 
him much respect from Democrats 
and Republicans alike, but many 
Trump supporters showed little of 
that respect to McCain in his final 
days as he battled brain cancer. 
 The top comment on a Fox News 
Facebook post about McCain’s 
106-year-old mother visiting his 
casket reads, “McCain betrayed 
Americans when he voted against 
Repealing Obamacare.” The com-
ment, which stands as one of 
the more reserved attacks against 
McCain, both on that post and 
in general, serves as an excel-
lent example of the disrespect 
shown for a man who once had 
the support of nearly 60 million 
voters (only three million less than 
Trump) during his presidential run. 
 I didn’t often agree with McCain 
politically, as many on both sides 
of the political spectrum didn’t, 
but I did respect him. He often 
crossed party lines to vote for 
what he felt was right for the 
American people, and that is a 
quality we should hold in high 
regards. It saddens me to see 
people follow in the footsteps of 
Trump and to disrespect a man 
who deserved better.
 I’d like to ask for more people 
to offer respect where it is due. 
Also, please think critically about 
who does and doesn’t deserve 
your respect, as many people that 
President Trump attacks are not 
deserving of that treatment.

More respect for McCain
John McCain deserves far more respect than he is getting from Trump and his supporters

Grant Siddall
Torch Reporter

Photo courtesy of Senator McCain’s press page

Sen. John McCain died Saturday, Aug. 25, after living with glioblastoma, a malignant brain tumor.

has absolutely nothing to do with me, that’s when I draw 
the line.
 Ferris administration later clarified that the comment 
about initial participation had nothing to do with the strike 
and that such emails are required by the federal govern-
ment to be sent out to students. Another email also said 
the initial participation day will be changed to compensate 
for class cancellations. However, this information came 
too long after the original email and students were already 
stressed and angry about the situation. And really, who can 
blame them?
 This strike caused a lot of confusion and frustration for 
people on all sides of it but after hearing all of the facts, I 
support the Ferris Faculty Association. Some of the great-
est people I’ve met throughout my college career were my 

professors. I wouldn’t be half the professional I am today 
without a group of educated, dedicated professors leading 
the way. 
 Everyone deserves livable wages. Ferris simply could not 
function without its faculty and with professors playing such 
an important role in the lives of students, I find it absurd 
that the university is so unwilling to negotiate. The university 
has money to spend on constructing new residence halls 
and renovating old buildings, and while these renovations 
are nice, they likely aren’t necessary. The university claims 
we need to make renovations to drive new students to 
campus. However, we’re less likely to get new students if 
our professors feel pressed to strike and aren’t teaching 
classes because they aren’t receiving appropriate wages. 
College is about getting an education, not about living in 
fancy residence halls.
 Not to mention, President Eisler received almost half a 

million dollars in salary and reimbursement in 2017. I find 
it hard to believe that the university can manage to afford 
all of this but they can’t afford to negotiate a fair contract to 
benefit the faculty.
 Instead of negotiating a fair contract with the FFA, the 
university drove the union to strike, which interrupted the 
campus community, and sent vague financial aid emails to 
students that freak them out and cause an uproar.
 Ferris could not function without its professors and yet 
the faculty was driven to strike because their requests, which 
I personally find to be reasonable, are being ignored. 
 You pay for what you get. If Ferris wants to underpay pro-
fessors, then they’ll get underqualified professors. This has 
gone too far and I can’t blame faculty for their response.
 I stand with the faculty. I think you should, too.

Chat 
Continued from page 14


