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HERE’s wHAT’s INSide
move over, orgsync

OrgSync, a tool commonly used by 
students and registered student 
organizations, will soon be replaced 
by Presence, a different software 
that will be more user-friendly.

News | Page 2

a smashing time
Get gaming with the Ferris Super 
Smash Bros. Club when they hold 
the Crimson Clash Tournament in 
March.

lifestyles | Page 15
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Star Shooters, located at 120 S. Michigan Ave., stopped allowing minors into the bar after 10 p.m. on weekends to keep the noise level down and protect its patrons from inclement weather, according to their 

Facebook post. The bar previously allowed minors to come in if they paid a cover charge.

Grant Siddall
Torch Reporter

 Star Shooters will no longer be allowing entrance to mi-
nors after 10 p.m. on weekends.
 The bar, located at 120 S. Michigan Ave., typically allows 
minors in if they pay a cover charge, but that is no longer 
the case. In a Facebook post from Feb. 15, Star Shooters 
said due to the recent extreme weather conditions and an 
increase in spring semester business, patrons under the 
age of 21 will not be admitted into the bar after 10 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays.
 “Minors will not be admitted on Fridays and Saturdays af-
ter 10pm [sic] in order to keep the noise level down for the 
City of Big Rapids/our neighbors as well as limit the number 
of patrons standing inside in the dangerously cold weather,” 
the post said.
 Nineteen-year-old Ferris dental hygiene sophomore Rylie 
Brunk said she goes to Star Shooters every weekend. While 
the changes won’t stop Brunk from going, she believes they 
are inconvenient and will likely deter many minors from vis-
iting the bar.

 “I think it’s not helping them. Some minors will go, I’ll 
probably still go, but a lot of people won’t and they’ll be los-
ing money because 21 year-olds don’t pay to get in and not 
everyone drinks, but minors always have to pay.” Brunk said. 
“A lot of minors pregame before going to Shooters and if it’s 
10 o’clock, they’re not about to be getting drunk at 9:50, so 
then if I want to go somewhere to drink, I’ll just go to a house 
party and that’s going to be just as noisy as Shooters.”
 Brunk said the new rule might put minors in more danger.
 “I think that’s less safe for minors because they’ll be look-
ing for places they can go later and plus, it can be a farther 
walking distance and can make bad decisions more likely 
because there is no one in charge. No matter what, minors 
are still going to want to go to parties and they’re going to 
walk to other places and be in the cold, so Shooters isn’t 
really helping them with the temperature.”
 Other minors agree with Brunk that partying elsewhere 
might be less safe.
 “Shooters is pretty much the only club here in Big Rapids 
and it gives minors a chance to go have fun in a safe area. 
People don’t want to go to house parties all the time or a 
frat party,” Ferris general studies sophomore Lydia Reynolds 

said. “House parties are cool and all, but you never really 
know what you’re going to get when you go to a house party. 
You can go to a house party one weekend and it’s fine and 
dandy, then go to one the next weekend and it gets shut 
down. You just never know. While you’re at Shooters, you 
can be around people you want to be around in the same 
type of environment and still have fun but you’re just safer, 
it’s more public, there’s more people, there’s lights. It’s just 
more safe.”
 As for the presumed noise complaints that played a part 
in the decision, many students voiced their belief that resi-
dents should understand that they are living near a college 
bar and not make noise complaints.
 “Big Rapids is a small community, it’s not that big and 
they know that the majority of people that are here and the 
majority of people at Shooters are from the school, so I feel 
like they knew Shooters has been there, they know what’s 
going on so there is no need to complain. This is a college 
city. There’s going to be college students partying almost 
every weekend.” Reynolds said.
 A Star Shooters representative was unavailable for com-
ment.

Shoots fired

Star Shooters imposes new rule about allowing minors into the bar
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NEWS “We tend to look at clothes as a status statement when they’re really supposed to be for 
you to express yourself and express who you are as a person.”

- Kamry Morris - See page 4 for story

Megan Lewton | Editor in Chief | lewtonm1@ferris.edu

Landry Shorkey
Torch Reporter

 Bishop Hall has a long history of water leakage and stub-
born mold growth.
 “It’s almost kind of like an unspoken knowledge around 
here. I’ve been here 21 years and probably for 15 of those 
they’ve talked about mold,” Ferris criminal justice professor 
Dr. Nancy Hogan said.
 According to the Ferris website, Bishop was originally built 
as a residence hall in 1967. It currently accommodates sev-
eral classrooms, the Tots Place Child Development Center 
and faculty offices of the College of Education and Human 
Services, including Hogan’s. 
 Hogan said that many of the offices had severe water 
problems caused by the air conditioning system, which re-
sulted in mold testing.
 “Several years ago, there was someone who was really al-
lergic to mold, so then they asked us all to check, to take off 
our vents and look and see if we saw any mold. I had some 
mold in there, so I reported it, and they came back and said, 
‘Well, spray it with Clorox,’” Hogan said.
 In the past, mold issues were not the only type of problem 
plaguing the building.
 “I recall an older evaluation of Bishop Hall, in which it 
was found to have higher than normal levels of CO2 in some 
rooms,” Ferris physical science professor Dr. Charles Bacon 
said. “Also, some time back, some pipes were enclosed that 
run along the ceiling because mold was growing on them.”
 According to a report provided by Bacon, several faculty 
members became concerned about illness due to mold and 
asbestos in 2017, and workers wearing Hazmat suits were 
observed working in and around Bishop Hall.
 Despite the persistent problems, it appears university 
administrators have attempted to combat the growth and 
prioritize the safety of faculty and students.
 Ferris Human Resources Safety Coordinator Michael 
McKay said that there is currently not a mold problem in 
Bishop Hall to the best of his knowledge, but that appropri-
ate actions were always taken when dealing with previous 

mold growth.  
 Any lingering troubles in the building may soon be eradi-
cated altogether with the potential demolition of Bishop Hall.
 Ferris received planning authorization from the state of 
Michigan for a new Virtual Learning Center Project, Physi-
cal Plant Associate Vice President Michael Hughes said. If 

approved, Vandercook Hall would be renovated to accom-
modate the learning center, and Bishop Hall would be de-
molished.
 “It will likely take us approximately 12 months to complete 
all the steps and start construction, and then another 12 to 
24 months for the actual construction,” Hughes said.

Landry Shorkey
Torch Reporter

 Students should prepare to say their final goodbyes to 
OrgSync.
 According to Ferris Coordinator of Activities Nicholas 
Smith, a new program called Presence, which will be explic-
itly branded to Ferris as Bulldog Connect, will soon replace 
OrgSync.
 Students can expect to see the change beginning in April 
as Bulldog Connect is rolled out in pilot groups, and OrgSync 
will no longer be available starting July 1.
 “This is going to be cool,” Smith said. “When students are 
looking for something, it is much more visually appealing 
than OrgSync. Not putting that program down, don’t get me 
wrong, but we are changing for a reason.” 
 Following the switch will be several new features that are 
expected to benefit student organizations on campus and 
the student population as a whole.

 Bulldog Connect will allow student organizations to view 
attendance demographics for the events they put on. Ferris 
social media accounts will be embedded directly into the 
program, and there will be a mobile app where students can 
log their volunteer hours from their cellphones, Smith said. 
 The switch to Presence marks the end of a long relation-
ship between Ferris and OrgSync. OrgSync has been in use 
for 11 years, but a competitor purchased it three years ago. 
Administrators had considered staying with the new com-
pany, but felt that it would not meet the needs of students, 
Smith said.
 Ferris business administration senior and American Mar-
keting Association President Lucy Reigle used OrgSync to 

register the organization’s events and log 
community service hours, but said gener-
al members don’t take full advantage of 
OrgSync the way they could with Bulldog 
Connect.
 “I think it’s a really great administrative 
tool for keeping track of members and 
five-star events and hours, but a lot of our 
members just go on OrgSync because we 
require them to and they don’t use it to 
keep up to date with our RSO, they use 

other social media platforms,” Reigle said. “I think that the 
fact that they’re integrating social media into it is a step in 
the right direction.”
 Other students are more skeptical about Bulldog Connect.
 “I don’t think that updating the system would necessarily 

make it better,” Ferris information securi-
ty and intelligence sophomore John Har-
man said. “It might make it slightly easier, 
but the fact that it’s a different system 
means that I would have to re-learn how 
to use it, which is basically another chunk 
of time, and I tend to think that most sys-
tems work about the same and it’s just a 
matter of what you get used to.”
 The hope of Smith and other admin-
istrators is that Bulldog Connect will be 

more user-friendly for the average student.
 “This is going to be much easier for students. I’m expect-
ing much higher use with this. It’s going to be very benefi-
cial,” Smith said.
 Students should keep an eye out for more information in 
the upcoming months as messages are sent out, and infor-
mation tables will be set up on campus with promotional 
items.

A growing frustration 

Move over, OrgSync

Ferris faculty reflect 
on mold buildup in 
Bishop Hall

Summer 2019 marks debut of 
new program, Presence

John 
Harman

Lucy
Reigle

Photo by: Taylor Davis | Torch Photographer

Bishop Hall, which was originally constructed in 1967, has suffered water leakage and mold growth for many years. The building may face 

demolition as a result of the issues and the construction of a Virtual Learning Center.
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Crimson Clash Super Smash Bros. Ultimate Tournament
 Compete in a Super Smash Bros. tournament hosted by the Ferris 
Super Smash Bros. Club 10 a.m. Saturday, March 2, in IRC 120. The 
day-long event features competition with cash prizes, an amateur brack-
et and a free dinner provided by Ferris Catering. There is a $5 venue fee 
for Ferris students and Smash Club members, and a $10 venue fee for 
others. For more information, contact Evan Shimp at shimpe@ferris.edu.

YBBW Pajama Jam 
 Get cozy and spend time with friends at You Beautiful Black Woman’s 
Pajama Jam 2 p.m. Saturday, March 2, in FLITE 446, 442 and 438. 
Participants are encouraged to wear their pajamas and bring their blan-
kets. With a “Saturday Morning Cartoons” theme, the event will feature 
a breakfast bar, cartoons and games. For more information, contact Zi-
ahni Davis at 810-853-0724.

Harlem Globetrotters
 Watch the famous Harlem Globetrotters play 2 p.m. Sunday, March 3, 
in Wink Arena, with the doors opening at 1 p.m. Tickets start at $18 and 
all ages are welcome. For more information, contact Randy Robinson at 
rrobinson@harlemglobetrotters.com.

Midterms Bingo
 Play some bingo to unwind and pick up some study tips before mid-
terms 11 a.m. Tuesday, March 5, in the Center for Leadership, Activities 
and Career Services (CLACS) lobby in the University Center. For more 
information, contact CLACS at CLACS@ferris.edu.

- ON THE RECORD - 
A roundup of this week’s crime at Ferris State University

Cora Hall 
Sports Editor

Late night snack
 Feb. 16, 2:22 a.m., a subject was at a par-
ty in Big Rapids and later went to make a 
purchase when she realized her lanyard with 
her cards and ID was missing. Someone at-
tempted to use her card at McDonald’s. Offi-
cers are still investigating the case.

Unapproved road trip
 Feb. 16, 8:48 a.m., a student in McNer-
ney Hall reported someone went into her 
room, took her car keys and her car. The car 
was recovered in Kalamazoo, and a suspect 
has been identified as a non-student who 
was invited to the residence hall by another 
student. The investigation is still open.

Gotta get your greens
 Feb. 17, 1:09 a.m., officers were dis-

patched to Brophy Hall due to the smell of 
marijuana reported by resident advisers. 
The officers cited two students for being 
minors in possession of marijuana and re-
ferred them to the Office of Student Con-
duct.

This isn’t a pharmacy
 Feb. 17, 4:07 a.m., a resident adviser at 
Bond Hall got up to do his rounds and re-
ported that when he got back, there were 

two pills sitting on the front desk. They were 
prescription drugs, amphetamine-dextro-
amphetamine, used in treatment of atten-
tion-deficit/hyperactive disorder and nar-
colepsy. Officers are still unsure who they 
belong to, but the case was closed as there 
was no indication the action was criminal. 

 Ferris Department of Safety issued 398 
tickets from Feb. 17 to 23 totaling $6,600.

Unapproved road trip

Torch Corrections
Corrections can be submitted through email at 

fsutorcheditor@gmail.com or by calling 231-591-5978

Megan Lewton 
Editor in Chief 

Paris, France
 Thousands participated in rallies against an-
ti-Semitism in Paris. The rallies were organized 
by major political parties and French Jewish orga-
nizations. They were prompted as a result of an 
increase in anti-Semitic incidents in the country, 
which the Interior Ministry reported to have raised 
by 74 percent in 2018. An estimated 2,000 peo-
ple participated.
 Original story by Adam Nossiter, Feb. 19, 2019. 
The New York Times.

Japan
 Japan is facing its worst measles outbreak in 
years. As of Feb. 10, 167 measles cases had been 
reported. The cases have been reported in 20 of 
the 47 prefectures in Japan, with the most signifi-

cant outbreaks in the Mie and Osaka prefectures. 
Almost all of the 49 affected in Mie could be con-
nected to a religious group that promotes alterna-
tive healing. This is the fastest Japan has reached 
that number of cases early in the year since 2008. 
 Original article by Austin Ramzy and Hisako 
Ueno, Feb. 22, 2019. The New York Times.

New Delhi, India
 Homemade alcohol poisoned and killed at least 
95 people in northeastern India. Many others who 
consumed the liquor suffered intense stomach 
pain, vomiting and vision loss. It is possible the li-
quor was contaminated with methyl alcohol, which 
is toxic, and the liquor is believed to have come 
from multiple suppliers. In India, hundreds die 
every year from consuming illegally made home-
made alcohol.
 Original story by Kai Schultz and Hari Kumar, 
Feb. 23, 2019. The New York Times.

WEEKLY W   RLD NEWS
Catch up on news around the globe

Check us out online for exclusive articles 
and photo galleries at www.fsutorch.com

From trash to treasure

Photo by: Will Holden | Torch Photographer

Mike Elliot transformed scrap metal into works 

of art at the Scrap Metal Sculpture event Satur-

day, Feb. 23, as part of the Big Rapids Festival 

of the Arts. Elliot’s sculptures include animals 

and mermaids made from repurposed metal.
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Madison Kettlewell
Torch Reporter

 It’s enough for Ferris students to afford tuition, let alone 
a brand-new outfit. 
 The Student Fashion Alliance at Ferris is bringing Thrifty 
Thursdays to campus. The registered student organization 
(RSO) will be selling clothes donated last semester, with 
prices ranging from $1 to $8 per item. 

 “As college students, I feel like our 
money is used more towards education, 
and I get surprised when people come 
and are in the high name brand stuff.  
Like, how did you afford that?” Ferris 
public relations sophomore Katie Gilligan 
said. “I think everyone has a standard 
that they want to reach as to having the 
nicest kind of clothes; that’s just where 
people’s mentality is.”
 Thrifty Thursdays will be held in the IRC 

Connector Thursday, March 21. The event was originally set 
to occur at the end of February, but the date was changed 

as a result of difficulties reserving a venue. Ferris public rela-
tions senior and Student Fashion Alliance President Kamry 
Morris hopes holding the event in the IRC will create more 
traffic.
 The Student Fashion Alliance will have a variety of clothes 
available at the event, including business attire, jeans, 

hoodies and leggings. 
 Morris said the RSO wanted to show 
students they didn’t have to break the 
bank to be able to afford a “fashionable 
look.”
 “Thrifty Thursdays was created with 
students in mind,” Morris said. “We came 
up with the idea of collecting clothes and 
then selling them back as thrift items 
because as a generation, we tend to fo-
cus on worldly things. We tend to look at 

clothes as a status statement when they’re really supposed 
to be for you to express yourself and express who you are 
as a person.”
 The Student Fashion Alliance currently consists of their 
six-member e-board. Morris said they plan on holding future 

Thrifty Thursdays, but there are no set dates.
 “It brings a breath of fresh air to campus, and it gives 
students a different perspective on what fashion can be. You 
don’t have to go to a high-end retail store to find a nice piece 
of clothing that can be used for a long time,” Morris said. 

“We were just inspired by making some-
thing out of nothing and the idea of that.”
 The Student Fashion Alliance plans to 
use the money they raise to start a fund 
for their organization, such as to help put 
on fashion shows. Morris said if sales ex-
ceed their expectations, they will be look-
ing to donate excess funds. 
 “I think it’s a really good idea to open 
the minds of students to, ‘Maybe I should 
donate my clothes to a better cause,’ and 
really let go of things that are cluttering 

not only your closet, but your life,” Ferris health administra-
tion freshman Madison Prusakiewicz said. “There are good 
deals everywhere, and I think it’s really important to know 
that the things that you put on your body don’t have to define 
you.”

Next stop? Thrift shop
Student Fashion Alliance shows Ferris students how to ball on a budget

Photo by: Megell Strayhorn | Multimedia Editor

Ferris public relations senior and Student Fashion Alliance President Kamry Morris (right) worked with other members of the organization, like Ferris marketing seniors A’nya Amos (left) and Victoria Baklashev, 

to plan Thrifty Thursdays, an event that allows students to buy clothing at a low price.
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College Contact Phone # Location
Health Professions Richelle Williams (231) 591-2263  VFS 210
Arts & Sciences Gayle Driggers (231) 591-3666  ASC 3052
Business (Undergrad Students) Carri Griffis (231) 591-2493  BUS 200
Business (Graduate Students) Shannon Yost (231) 591-2168  BUS 200E
Education & Human Services Jennie Stange (231) 591-2700  BIS 604
Engineering Technology Tamara Jackson (231) 591-2890  JHN 200
General Studies Graduates Shelly VandePanne (231) 591-2360 ASC 1017
Optometry Michelle Aldrich (231) 591-3700  MCO 236
Pharmacy Tara Lee (231) 591-2249  PHR 312
DCCL Megan Biller (231) 591-2710  ALU 113
Note:  You must satisfy all of your degree requirements before you officially graduate and receive your diploma.
Caps and Gowns may be purchased at the Grad Fair on March 26th, 11:00 am – 5:00 pm in the University Center – Multi Purpose 
Rooms or starting March 26th - May 3, 2019 at the Ferris State University Bookstore (located in the University Center,  
805 Campus Drive, Big Rapids MI 49307).
Tickets are required for all ceremonies. All students planning on participating in a ceremony will receive (6) six tickets.   
Electronic tickets will be available for students to reserve or print starting March 26, 2019. Extra tickets are not distributed and  
lost tickets will not be replaced. Tickets must be reserved by Thursday, May 9, 2019 at 11:59 pm.
Commencement Program – Graduates must complete their online graduation application by Friday, March 1, 2019 for their 
names to appear in the Spring 2019 Commencement Programs or their name will not appear in the Commencement Program.  
In order to have the program printed and back in time for the ceremonies we have to adhere to these deadlines. Contact your 
college’s Commencement Coordinator if you have any questions.

For special accommodations or for more information 
regarding the Commencement ceremony, please 
visit the Commencement website www.ferris.edu/
commencement or call (231) 591-3803.

Saturday, May 11
Time    College
9:00 am  College of Business 
12:30 pm  College of Education & Human Services
4:00 pm  College of Engineering Technology

Friday, May 10
Time    College
3:30 pm  Michigan College of Optometry 
 College of Health Professions

7:00 pm  College of Pharmacy 
 Doctorate in Community College Leadership 
 College of Arts & Sciences 
 University College

2019 MAY  
COMMENCEMENT

Friday, May 10, 2019 and
Saturday, May 11, 2019
Ewigleben Sport Complex (Wink Arena)
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Dan Deitsch
Torch Reporter

 With tax season now until April, U.S. Ferris students 
will want to set aside time in their schedules to file for tax  
returns with the Internal Revenue Service if they have not 
already.
 There are several free options students can use if they are 
filing their taxes on their own this year. Software company 
Intuit offers a free version of their popular TurboTax program 
through its website, which can be used to file both federal 
and state taxes. Tax preparation company H&R Block also 
offers a free filing software, H&R Free File, through their 
website for citizens who earn less than $66,000 a year.
 “I use TurboTax,” Ferris business administration senior 
Connor McKee said. “I mostly just do it for the refund. I just 
did them on my phone yesterday.”

 The IRS has curated a list of several free tax filing soft-
ware options, including TurboTax Free Edition and H&R Free 
File. These programs are available through the IRS official 
website.
 These tax filing programs are becoming popular among 
Americans. The website Go Banking Rates conducted a sur-
vey asking more than 5,000 Americans how they prefer to 
file their taxes in 2016, with 34.5 percent of respondents 
claiming they used a tax filing software like TurboTax, while 
28.5 percent still hire an accountant to file their taxes.
 According to an article by CNBC, if a person does not file 
their previous year’s taxes, they may face a “failure-to-file” 
penalty. This penalty consists of an additional charge of five 
percent of the person’s unpaid taxes for every month that 
person does not file their taxes. These charges must be paid 
along with whatever unpaid taxes the person owes to the 
IRS for that year. Additionally, if a person is entitled to a tax 

refund but does not file their previous year’s taxes, they can 
miss out on any type of repayment from the IRS.

 However, there are much more sig-
nificant consequences that arise when 
someone continuously does not file their 
taxes. According to an article by the U.S. 
News, if a person does not file or pay their 
taxes and their taxes exceed $25,000, 
the IRS will send a representative to that 
person’s home or business to collect said 
payment. This is done by taking a certain 
amount of money out of that person’s 
wages   — known as wage garnishment  — 
as well as the option of property seizure. 

 “I hand-do mine and submit it to my dad’s accountant,” 
Ferris business administration junior Joe Rockwell said. “It’s 
just something you have to do.”

Tax acts Tax season tips 
for students

Joe
Rockwell

The top tax filing software - free

• TurboTax Federal Free Edition  

• H&R Block Free Federal Edition

The top tax filing software - paid

• H&R Block Deluxe 2019

• Intuit TurboTax Deluxe 2019

• TaxSlayer Classic 2019

• FreeTax USA Deluxe 2019 

• TaxAct Deluxe Plus 2019
The above information was found on filemytaxesonline.org and pcmag.com

Megan Lewton
Editor in Chief

 Ferris Department of Public Safety wrapped up their first Food for Fines 
initiative, and participation was high.
 Ferris DPS implemented Food for Fines in January, allowing students to 
pay their parking tickets with non-perishable food items. Five items would 
pay off a $10 ticket and 10 items would pay off a $20 ticket. This did not 
apply to illegal parking in prohibited areas, such as in handicap spaces.

 The initiative concluded at the end of January and the donations were 
transported to the Wesley House’s campus food pantry Thursday, Feb. 21. 
According to the Ferris DPS Public Relations and Social Media Intern Evan 
Rezler, 483.5 pounds of food were collected. This voided 46 citations, 
which would have cost $855.
 It is unclear whether Ferris DPS will try this initiative once more at a 
later date. 

Ferris Department of Safety concludes first Food for Fines initiative

Food for Fines final results
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Major frustrationsChat with the chief
Editor in Chief, Megan Lewton

The Ferris State Torch is 
published on 27 Wednesdays 
throughout the academic year. 

This student-run newspaper 
is printed by The Pioneer Group.

 Student media retain the same 
rights, responsibilities, privileges 
and protections afforded by the 
First and Fourteenth Amendments 
of the U.S. Constitution and under 
applicable state laws.
 The Torch and fsutorch.com, the 
student newspaper and its accom-
panying online version focused on 
Ferris State University, are public 
forums for student expression. 
Student editors have the authority 
and responsibility to make all con-
tent decisions without censorship 
or advanced approval for both the 
print and online editions of the 

student newspapers.

OUR LOCATION
Alumni Building 013
410 Oak Street
Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307
fsutorch.com/letter-to-the-editor/

 The Ferris State Torch  
welcomes comments on topics of 
interest to the general readership. 
Letters should not exceed 300 words 
in length and The Torch reserves the 
right to edit for length. Letters will not  
be edited for grammar, punctuation 
or spelling. The Torch will not print 
letters deemed to be libelous or 
obscene. All letters must be signed 
by their authors and include his or 
her phone number. 
 Unsigned editorials appearing 
on this page are the opinion of The 
Torch and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the university’s 
administration, faculty or staff. 
Signed columns represent the opin-
ion of the writer. Inquiries regarding 
editorial content should be directed 
to the Editor in Chief at  
(231) 591-5978.

To advertise with the Torch, contact 
Bray Benner at the Pioneer Group:
(231) 592-8391.
bbenner@pioneergroup.com

OPINIONS “Students studying art, music or film are constantly told they won’t find a job in their 
field and their degree will be useless.” - Megan Lewton - See below for story

Jonny Parshall | Opinions Editor | parshallparshall@gmail.com

 There is no doubt Ferris has not seen such a hectic winter 
as this in a long time, and it’s left people cold in more than a 
physical sense.
 A good majority of people always grumble at the mention of 
winter in Michigan, with the low temperatures, bad roads and the 
confinement to the indoors. Although these factors make winter 
seem like an undesirable season, it might be the thing we really 
need.
 Look at what most people mention when talking about winter: 
the “I wish I were someplace warmer” phrase comes up. The cold 
can give us appreciation to such places and even encourage us 
to travel.  Would we really want to make Florida a spot to frequent 
if it was around the same temperature as here?
 If vacationing isn’t a drastic change of scenery, you might not 
be as likely to travel outside of home. There may also be less 
appreciation of activities such as camping, boating, kayaking or 
other outdoor activities suited for warm weather.

 If you’re not the type to travel, maybe vacations to warmer plac-
es aren’t that enticing. If you are a more of a homebound type of 
person, picking up a hobby might be a valid option for the winter 
days. Being mostly indoors gives you the excuse to do things that 
you might have put off for when there is free time.
 The winter presents both stationary activities such as reading 
and writing, as well as winter sports such as snowmobiling and 
skiing for the more adventurous types of people. You could also 
explore nearby attractions that you otherwise might not visit, or 
at least not very often.
 Winter offers a more relaxed season to regroup and try new 
things. You may be pushing yourself to try new things, and finding 
you like or dislike to do them. Only finding the negative for the 
winter season will make it that much more grueling. 

Putting cold comfort 
in context

Hunter Pariseau
Interim Photographer

Winter blues necessity
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 Too often, I see people whining 
that other students “have it easy” 
with their majors.
 The first time I witnessed this 
was when talking to a group of 
my friends who are in the College 
of Engineering. I never argued 
that their work wasn’t difficult — 
I looked at a friend’s Calculus 
homework once and I nearly faint-
ed — but that didn’t stop them 
from doing the same to me. While 
they were studying for an exam or 
solving math problems, I was writ-
ing a 10-page critical analysis on a 
topic I barely understood.
 And yet, they told me my pro-
gram was easy.
 I study journalism at Ferris and I 
will admit that writing comes natu-
rally to me. It can be pretty simple 
for me to write up a short paper 
or answer some essay questions 
in no time. But that doesn’t mean 
my program is easy. There is noth-
ing stress-free about doing good 
journalism, writing proposals or 
analyzing the work of ancient phi-
losophers. My program is hard 

and requires a lot of work, and 
that is true of any other major at 
Ferris.
 No matter how often I’m told my 
field is “easy,” I still receive fewer 
complaints than students in other 
programs. Some people say any-
one can study business adminis-
tration. Some believe elementary 
education students only require 
basic skills to teach second grad-
ers. Students studying art, music 
or film are constantly told they 
won’t find a job in their field and 
their degree will be useless.
 This is beyond frustrating to me, 
and if you’re someone who says 
these things, I’m asking you to 
reconsider.
 It’s easy to dismiss majors 
different than yours and claim 
they don’t have to work as hard 
as you do. In reality, we are in 
college, and no matter who you 
are, college is hard. Regardless of 
major, we will all have to take 400-
level courses, or do Capstones or 
Senior Symposiums, or all of the 
above. And just because some-

one’s work comes in a different 
form than yours does not invali-
date them or their problems.
 You never know what happens 
behind closed doors. If a student 
doesn’t have to study very often, 
it’s not because he doesn’t have 
homework: it’s because he has 
to create a piece of art, write an 
essay or do some math instead.
 Now, I am not saying some 
students don’t work significant-
ly harder than others, because 
clearly, that’s not true. I’m not 
arguing that students in the 
optometry, nursing or pharmacy 
programs don’t have more work 
than me, because of course they 
do. Nevertheless, that doesn’t 
make my major “easy” by any 
means. I’m not arguing that their 
program isn’t hard; I’m arguing 
that my life isn’t smooth-sailing as 
a result of my major.
 If you’ve never been in some-
one’s program, you have absolute-
ly no right to assume their job is 
easy. College is not easy for any-
one. There will always be difficult 

assignments, and just because 
someone’s struggle looks differ-
ent than yours does not mean the 
struggle is absent.
 Don’t complain that others 
don’t have to work as hard as you 
do. Oh, so you think someone has 
it so easy in their program? Then 
why don’t you just switch to their 
program? Nobody is forcing you to 
be in a STEM field, so don’t whine 
that others might not have to do 
as much work as you do. You knew 
it would be hard, so don’t take 
out your stress on others that you 
believe don’t have any, because I 
promise you, you’re wrong.
 Before you make assumptions, 
try putting yourself in their shoes. 
You might not see their struggles 
because they don’t talk about 
them, but I assure you, they are 
there.
No one’s college experience is 
entirely easy. If it was, it wouldn’t 
be college.

Graphic by: Hannah Way | Production Assistant



Wrights Last ChanCe saLoon 
located in Hawkins approx. 15 minutes from Ferris 

State, is currently looking to hire cooks, bartenders, and 
servers. No experience needed we will train you. If you 

are interested in applying you can do so at the establish-
ment (13645 N Cottonwood Ave. Reed City, MI 49677), 

must have reliable transportation and be at least 18 
years old. If you have any questions regarding this ad 

please contact Pam (owner) at 231-832-2094.

The police never think it’s as 
funny as you do.

Free initial consultations for FSU Students
www.samuelslawoffice.com

231-796-8858
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Stay updated on campus news by liking us on 
Facebook or following us on Twitter

I think it’s great 27%

I’m pretty 
annoyed by it 26%

I don’t care 
either way 22% 

I never go to 
Shooters 25% 

TORCH POLL RESULTS
How do you feel about 
Shooters not letting in 

minors after 10 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays?

 When I arrived at Ferris, I knew that it was going to 
be a lot different than high school. I expected harder 
classes, more work and a lot more responsibility. 
 However, never while preparing to take this next 
step in my life did I consider the differences in what 
people would be wearing transitioning from high 
school to college.
 In high school, whether people tell you differently 
or not, you are judged by what you wear by a good 
amount of your peers. In college though, it’s a whole 
new ballgame, as many people consistently walk 
around in hoodies and sweatpants. In retrospect, it 
makes sense given the fact that college tends to be a 
very exhausting experience for many people, resulting 
in students having less energy to put toward their 
outfits.
 What is most interesting about this trend, however, 
is how it has extended into other aspects of life for 
people of this age group, such as what business casu-
al means to these individuals. 
 Not only that, but it seems like this change in 
dress code is more than just the result of being tired. 
Perhaps it’s a more forward thinking type of fashion 
that will be the main focus as we head through the 
next few years.
 As we’ve progressed into 2019, the emphasis has 
been shifting toward the value of the individual. On 
top of this, we as a society have always said that it 
doesn’t matter what a person looks like on the out-
side, but what’s on the inside that counts.

 So why hasn’t that rule applied to the fashion 
industry?
 Now it seems like it is. As what you wear has 
become less important in exchange for what you 
know being the most valued trait, it seems like this is 
the way of the future.
 As more and more businesses scale back their 
dress codes in order to accomodate to individuals of 
the younger generation, it seems that the realization 
is setting that dressing for success may be great, up 
until that person isn’t very successful. Companies 
such as IBM and General Electric are two companies 
that have decided they’d rather just take the best peo-
ple for the job, even if they wouldn’t win any awards 
for “best dressed.”
 When taking a subtle look at all of this, the con-
cept makes sense. Most people do better work when 
they’re feeling the most comfortable. Now, this isn’t 
to say that teams are just going to make shorts with 
socks and sandals the new business apparel across 
the country; however, it is saying that we are moving 
in a more casual direction.
 It just so happens this trend is represented every 
day by students of all walks of life on Ferris’ campus.

College fashion is more forward 
thinking  than you may think

A sign of less focus on what you wear and more 
focus on who you are

Noah Poser
Torch Reporter

Cartoon submitted by Samuel McNeill 

128 Votes
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The second truest, fairest and most accurate student newspaper on campus
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T ire  Fire Satirical insert laced with absurdity, hyperbole and going way too far

Pull out this section for the hardest-hitting fake news ever put to print

Legal Disclaimer:

The Ferris State University Tire 
Fire is a satirical newspaper fea-
turing fabricated or exaggerat-
ed stories written by members 
of the Ferris State Torch staff. 
Pseudonyms and false job ti-
tles have been adopted for 
each of the Torch staff members 
whose work is included in the 
Tire Fire. The Tire Fire utilizes 
invented names and quotes in 
its stories unless public figures 
or notable university personas 
are being satirized or described 
for the sake of our personal 
enjoyment, and the enjoyment 
of our readers. All other use 
of real names is coincidental. 
While the Tire Fire is an exten-
sion of the Torch, it is meant to 
be satirical and does not nec-
essarily reflect the views of the 
Torch, nor Ferris State Univer-
sity.

Spider crawling on wall refus-
es to pay rent.

Pg.0

Vague assignment given, 
students panic.

Pg. 3

Heartburn and Me
Pg. 5

Student eats shit on the side-
walk and it’s hilarious.

Pg.6

In wake of Tire Fire valentines, 
students realize that Ferris 
has a newspaper.

Pg. 7

Lecture given on meme 
culture, mandatory faculty 
attendance.

Pg. 8

Everyone still ignoring the 
fact that Ferris offers ISYS 
classes.

Pg. 9

Student’s attempt to jokingly 
warn about bowel movement 
triggers bomb threat.

Pg. 16

New reports show student 
employees without work 
study are “fucked”

Pg. 21 

OPINION: How “Spirit: 
Stallion of the Cimarron” 
awakened my sexuality

Pg. 2002

Chris Harrison
Matchmaker

Based on the hit TV show, “The College 
Bachelor” will kick off filming its first season 
in the fall semester.

Since all of the couples who have won past 
seasons of “The Bachelor” and “The Bache-
lorette” have had such fulfilling and success-

ful relationships, the producers decided to 
bring the show to a college town and they 
could not find a better place to start than 
Ferris. Producers said they “loved the townie 
culture of Big Rapids” and “the abundance of 
activities” for them to plan dates.

The format of the show will be fairly simi-
lar and will start off with 25 girls who will be 
housed in North Hall for the semester, since 
it’s nicer than the Bachelor Mansion anyway.

They will all compete to win the heart of 
their dream college boy. Instead of a rose 
ceremony each week, the girls will be asked 
to accept a Busch Latte, which they will have 
to shotgun to accept. 

To apply to be a contestant or the Bache-
lor, send in your resúme and a 5-page essay 
about why you deserve to be on the show to 
chrisharrisonrocks@yahoo.com. 

The deadline to apply is March 31.

“The College Bachelor” will have sorority girls glued to their televisions in search of true love, and everyone else 
following along for the sole reason of being unable to look away, like watching a car crash.
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Pisces: Feb. 19-March 20
You’ll find the cutest date on Tinder, only to find out they 
use the wrong there, their and they’re.

Taurus: April 20-May 20
As daylight savings returns, be grateful that you have one less 
hour of stress and one more reason to go to bed early.

Aries: March 21-April 19
Your month of luck will take a turn for the worst as you remember the 
50 obligations you “can totally do” by the end of March. Say goodbye to 
your weekends.

Gemini: May 21-June 20
It doesn’t matter what your friends say. Binging Netflix is a worthy 
spring break, even if you’ve seen the season more times than you’ve 
seen the outdoors.

Leo: July 23-Aug. 22
Saving money for spring break means nothing if you have no friends to 
spend it with. Go ahead and buy that drink at Shooters. It’s probably for 
the best.

Cancer: June 21-July 22
Don’t eat the green eggs and ham in your fridge. They are 
not for St. Patty’s Day. You just don’t know how to clean your 
damn fridge.

Virgo: Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Money burning a hole in your pockets? Probably because you 
forgot to pay your bills.

Sagittarius: Nov. 22-Dec. 21
PSA: witty banter is only cute if you’re cute. So, either throw on some 
makeup or can it.

Scorpio: Oct. 23-Nov. 21
As the third month of the year creeps in, so does the 
nagging feeling that you forgot something important. 
Hint:  it’s your New Year’s Resolutions.

Libra: Sept. 23-Oct.22
It doesn’t matter how many Twitter followers you have. What matters is 
how you plan to manipulate those followers to your will.

Capricorn: Dec. 22-Jan.19
At least your mom thinks you’re funny.

Aquarius: Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Put down the beer and pick up a book. You aren’t going to find yourself a 
sugar mama anytime soon. – sincerely, the Stars

Horror-scopes
Volu m e  4  -  Is su e  6

THE MOST ACCURATE HOROSCOPE YOU’LL EVER READ

The stars are sick of lying to you. See how they really feel in this Tire 
Fire exclusive column!

Sunshine Jenkins
Moody

Wow! Another cuffing season 
has passed with me being alone. I 
should be used to this by now, but 
I always feel a pain deep down 
inside. Or maybe that’s just the 
Taco Bell I ate last night. Either 
way, I have a fool-proof plan for 
all of us single people out here. 

I was playing a game called 
Pokémon Go!, by myself, and it 
got me thinking. The purpose of 
the game is to throw Poke balls at 
the creatures and catch them to 
use for your own personal gain. 

Well, why don’t we all do that 
in real life, but with people… and 
condoms. Think about it, endur-
ing cuffing season would be so 
much easier if all you had to do 
was leave your house and throw 
condoms at people to get them to 
sleep with you. 

None of that “having meaning-
ful conversations crap”. It could 
be just like Pokémon Go!, with 
the lures, the battles and every-
thing.

Instead of putting out physical 
lures to attract your prey, cuffing 
season is a lure in itself. It will be 
easy to find other lonely singles 
willing to assist you in your quest 
to. 

You just have to know when 
it’s the right time. You should set 
off to be the very best like no one 
ever was from Aug. 1 to Oct. 31. 

The early bird catches the 
worm is a great philosophy to 
have during this time because if 
you start too late, you’ll end up 
running into higher level train-

ers that have already found their 
companions. Once you’ve caught 
your “lover,” you can start train-
ing for battle.

Cuffing season doesn’t actual-
ly start until Dec. 1, but during 
the month of November, you 
can practice your battle strategy 
by posting cute “couple goals” 
pictures on your preferred social 
media account.

To really unsettle your oppo-
nents you can also get matching 
hats or shirts. Nothing too expen-
sive, just enough to have the oth-
er trainers questioning their own 
technique.

Once the season officially 
starts, it’s time for review. 

From Dec. 1 to Jan. 15, use 
your tamed lover to impress your 
parents, just like you would send 
Pokémon back to Professor Oak, 
and other unimportant fami-
ly members so they don’t think 
you’re lonely.

Show all those who doubted 
you that you have finally caught 
your fish in the big sea of loneli-
ness. Rub it in their faces. You are 
the very best.

Once Jan. 16 hits, you may 
think you are safe and can set 
your creature free, but you are 
never safe. Jan. 16 to February 13 
is playoffs, baby. You have to get 
your funds right for the Ultimate 
Four… Valentine’s Day. 

All the work you put in leads 
up to Valentine’s Day. After that 
you can trade in your companion 
for candy and get ready for the 
next season. 

Us single people will never be 
alone again. Get your condoms 
ready and stay safe out there!

Condom 
GO!

You might not want to catch ‘em all...



Ask Woodbridge
Submit questions to 

fsutirefire@gmail.com 
for a chance to see Wood-
bridge N. Ferris give you 

personalized advice

 “I started watching Game of Thrones with my boyfriend and we PROM-
ISED we wouldn’t watch the episodes without each other but he never seems 
surprised when characters die. I think he’s watching them without me and I 
feel so betrayed, what should I do???”

                            -Aunt of Lizards

 Well, you have several options. You could flay him like Ramsay 
Bolton would, but he’s really just a psychopathic bastard, so I would 
advise against that route. You could ignore his transgressions and 
have mercy like Robb Stark, but we all know how that ended up for 
him. Or — and this is my suggestion — scheme up a plan like Tyri-
on Lannister would and catch him in his lies. If he turns out to be 
lying, you should immediately dump him, as that is an unforgivable 
sin and he clearly doesn’t give a shit about you. 

 - Woodbridge

 “My roommate keeps wearing my clothes without asking and never gives 
them back, and I don’t want to start drama but it’s really starting to piss me 
off. Thoughts?” 
                       -Fed up Fredrika

 Obviously the only solution to this is to make incredibly passive 
aggressive comments about how people not asking to wear your 
clothes is your pet peeve, or if you see her wearing your clothes say 
something really bitchy like, “Oh my god, I love your shirt! Where 
did you get it?” and she’ll eventually get the message. If she doesn’t, 
steal all her underwear and hide it until she gives your clothes back. 
Or, she might start stealing and wearing your underwear. Your 
choice.

  - Woodbridge

 “I have a problem. I’m in love with my professor and I think we would be 
really happy together, but I don’t know how to bring it up to him. Do you have 
any pick-up lines?”
    - Delusional Denise

 Oh, honey… have you never watched a sitcom or romantic com-
edy? This never ends well. Get over him or transfer.
                - Woodbridge

 “I’ve had a crush on this girl in my program for three years and I finally got 
the guts to ask her out and she went out with me on Valentine’s Day. It was such 
a good date and I kissed her on the cheek when I dropped her off at the end of 
the night so that’s a good sign, right? But she hasn’t responded to my texts or 
Snapchats since our date. I guess I’m just confused, help me out?”
    - Ghosted Gregory

 To put it simply: you’ve been played, my guy. She didn’t want you, 
she wanted a free dinner and to not be alone drinking wine in her 
apartment crying over romantic comedies on Valentine’s Day. I hate 
to be the one to tell you, but you should probably give up. It just isn’t 
going to happen.
                - Woodbridge

 “Why has the Tire Fire stopped making sex jokes and using excessive 
amounts of profanity?”
    - Anyone with a sense of humor

 Your Tire Fire editor and staff are feeling the ache of picking their 
battles. They would love to write some intensely profane articles. 
However, due to criticism from readers and some hurtful comments 
toward both Tire Fire staff, they are trying to stop being so funny. 
Worry not, the Tire Fire will not be silenced. 
                - Woodbridge

Volu m e  4  -  Is su e  6fsutorch . c om / ti re - f i re

Eisler Says:
“I’m declaring a state of emergency until 

Scoby lets me start a college 
of clarinets.”
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The saliant 
truth

Merv Bervins
Orphanage liquidator

   The Ferris Physical Plant (Ef-
fPeePee), in conjunction with 
the Chemical Plant and the 
Emerald Hill Zone, recently re-
leased a university-wide memo 
detailing the overall salt use on 
Ferris sidewalks, parking lots 
and streets, and the results are 
unsettling.

The EffPeePee used an ap-
proximate 43 billion metric 
tons of snow melt salt this 
winter so far, and according to 
Ferris alchemy professor Eura 
Wizzerdarry, the results are ex-
pected to wreak havoc on the 
immediate ecosystem, especial-
ly regarding local snail and slug 
populations.

“The salt will kill ‘em,” he said. 
“Kill ‘em dead. This not good.”

According to Wizzerdarry, 
the effects of declining snail 
and slug populations are dev-
astating to public health. Both 
slugs and snails are vital for 
flower pollination. They illu-
minate fields and walkways at 
night using bioluminescence, 
reducing crime and increasing 
visibility. And many species eat 
large quantities of mosquitoes, 
reducing an outbreak of malaria 
and yellow fever like that which 
Ferris suffered in the early 90s.

“My dear old Caroline suc-
cumbed to the yellow fever in 
the great outbreak of 1996,” 
Wizzerdarry said. “Without 
slugs or snails, we might see 
such an outbreak again. Dark 
times these is.”

Beside eating mosquitoes, 
lighting our walks and pollinat-
ing our tulips, slugs play another 
vital role at Ferris: our diet.

According to Ferris Dining 
assistant associate vice president 
Cal C. M. Kloryde, slugs and 
snails make up an approximate 
40 percent of all meat ingredi-
ents at the Quad Cafe and the 
Rock Cafe.

“We use these meaty little 
buttfuckers for most meat prod-
ucts, but especially sausage, 

pepperoni and taco fill,” Klo-
ryde said.

“Don’t ask what makes up the 
other 60 percent.”

So what makes up the other 
60 percent?

“Ever hear of the ‘freshman 
fifteen’? How first year students 
often gain 15 pounds of extra 
body weight due to uncon-
trolled overeating? Let’s just say 
we get those 15 pounds back,” 
Kloryde said. “Paid in full … 
with interest. Ever see the movie 
‘Soylent Green’?”

No.
“Good,” Kloryde said. “We’ll 

just leave it at that.”
So if this cold, hard winter 

extends into April, EffPeePee 
salt use might triple, and local 
slugs, snails and wombats will 
see a decline in population not 
seen since the triassic period of 
geological history. 

Population declines will 
trickle up the food chain. And 
if we’re not careful or consider-
ate in our use of sidewalk snow 
melt, we could be next, and this 
lawless wasteland place will go 
full-blown Mad Max Beyond 
Thunderdome. Why not Fury 
Road, you ask?

Because Fury Road is already 
here. We’re living it.

“Dark times these is,” Wiz-
zerdarry reiterated. “Dark times 
…”

“We use these meaty 
little buttfuckers for 
most meat products, 
but especially sau-

sage, pepperoni and 
taco fill.”

-Cal C. M. Kloryde

The unsettling effects of frosty walks and salty talks

Brutus’ Bulletin:

Become one with 
the snow
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I need a drink.

Read the Tire Fire published during the last week of every month!

What STD are you going to get?

Shooters or a date? Date

Shooters

Are you going out with: 
annoying guy from your 

dorm or the cute guy 
from your English class?

Are you going to drown 
your singleness in booze 
or try to meet someone?

Drown your 
singleness

Meet someone

What are you 
looking for?

Husband 
material

One night 
stand

Who would 
you rather go 
home with?

Guy in all camo

Congrats! 
You got herpes

Sorry, this 
doesn’t exist, 
try the “one 
night stand” 

Drink of 
choice?

BeerLiqour

Are you 
with 

friends?

No Yes

Guy who’s 
dressed 

like a frat 
boy

Nothing like 
waking up with 

Chlamydia

Congratula-
tions! You may 
be single but 

you’re STD free!

Half-off 
apps?

Leave alone?

No Yes

Yes

English class 
cutie

Dorm 
guy

Movies or 
bowling?

Where are you 
going to eat?

Movies

Bowling

Yeah, you’re 
definitely 

going home 
alone tonight

Applebee’s

Taco Bell

Sex in the 
bathroom 
while wait-
ing 10 years 

for your 
order?

No

Yes
No

You’ve contracted 
Gonorrhea. Yikes

Rom-com or 
horror?

Rom-com

Horror

Liquor

c g

Rom-com 
or horror?
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Cora Hall| Sports Editor | hallc36@ferris.edu

“I got to fall in love with the game of basketball in a whole new way.”
- Tommy Press - See page 12 for story

Michael Reedy
Torch Reporter

 The Ferris hockey team’s Western Collegiate Hockey 
Association playoff hopes are still alive after a three-point 
weekend against the Univeristy of Alabama-Huntsville Char-
gers, who currently hold the eighth spot in the conference.
 Ferris remains at No. 9 in conference rankings after 
splitting the weekend with the Chargers, who now have 25 
points. The Bulldogs have 21 points and will need to win 
both games against Lake Superior State University (LSSU) 
in the last regular season series in order to take the No. 

8 spot from Alabama-Huntsville. But the 
Chargers cannot score more than one 
point in that scenario for Ferris to take the 
last postseason spot.
 Ferris senior forward Corey Mackin said 
that, for the upcoming games, the team 
needs to focus on working together.
 “We just kind of have to play as a team 
and just make sure that we are all togeth-
er right there,” Mackin said. “We felt we 
had a really good weekend this weekend 

so we kind of have to bring it into next weekend and just 
have a really good week of practice starting on Monday, 
come to work every day and just kind of have fun with it.”
 After losing 2-0 in the first game of the weekend series 
Friday, Feb. 22, the Bulldogs carved out more work for them-
selves. However, their chances were still alive after they took 
home the 5-2 win in the last home game of the season Sat-
urday, Feb. 23.
 The Bulldogs will travel up north to LSSU, needing to com-
plete the hard task of getting two wins on the road. This is 
a feat Ferris have not achieved since the 2015-16 season 
when they beat University of Alaska-Fairbanks Feb. 5 and 
6 in Fairbanks. The Lakers will bring a challenge to the Bull-
dogs, after handing them back-to-back losses Feb. 1 and 
2 this season, outscoring Ferris 10-5. The Lakers currently 
have a 20-10-2 record and are fourth in the WCHA stand-
ings.
 “Well, I think we will start with the first game first and we 
will worry about getting that win,” Ferris hockey head coach 
Bob Daniels said. “Lake State is a very good team, they are 
as good of a team as we have played all year, they really 
are. We are going to have to roll on some pretty good hockey 
games and we know it. But we are not going to worry about 

going in there and winning two. We are going to worry about 
going in there and being the best we can 
be on Friday night, and then when Friday 
night is over, we will start worrying about 
Saturday on Saturday.”
 As for the Chargers, they have a tough 
weekend series against the Bowling 
Green State University Falcons in Bowling 
Green, Ohio, who have a record of 20-8-5 
and are second in the WCHA. 
 In league play, each win is worth three 
points while anything that results in a tie 

counts as either one or two points. If the Chargers get at 
least two points on the weekend, the Bulldogs’ chances 
drop to zero, even if the Bulldogs get six points. Both teams 
would have 27 points and be tied for eighth place, but the 
Chargers hold the tiebreaker over the Bulldogs.
 If Ferris were to miss the conference playoffs, it would be 
their first time in program history to do so. If they make it 
into the postseason, they would look to get their first post-
season win since the 2015-16 season when they made it to 
the NCAA regional finals.

Win or go home

Photo by: Megell Strayhorn | Multimedia Editor

Ferris senior defenseman Ryker Killins and Ferris sophomore forward Coale Norris celebrate a goal with their teammates in their win at home against the Alabama-Huntsville Chargers Saturday, Feb. 23.

Ferris hockey in need of good fortune to make conference playoffs

Corey
Mackin

Bob
Daniels
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Mollie Hamelund
Torch Reporter

 This week’s Top Dawg title heads to the basketball 
court one last time in the regular season to Ferris 
sophomore forward Jaylin McFadden. 
 McFadden had his two biggest games of the season 
this week, with the first when the Bulldogs traveled 
to Purdue Northwest University and came back with a 
83-69 victory Thursday, Feb. 21. 
 McFadden was responsible for 20 of the team’s 
points, 10 rebounds, five assists and a steal. These 
results made it a career high game for McFadden. 
 The win brought the Bulldogs’ record to 20-9 overall 

and 12-6 in Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Con-
ference play.  
 McFadden also performed well Saturday, Feb. 23, 
when the Bulldogs traveled to the Univeristy of Wis-
consin-Parkside. He scored the game-high 14 points 
with three rebounds and four steals in the 66-59 loss 
to the Rangers.  
 McFadden has improved his season record to 316 
points, 97 assists, 164 rebounds and 59 total steals 
and is averaging 10.5 points per game.
 The Bulldogs head to Lake Superior State University 
and tip off 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 28, in the last regular 
game of the season.

Photo by: Megell Strayhorn | Multimedia Editor

Jaylin McFadden

Noah Poser
Torch Reporter

Ferris softball pulls off Saturday sweep
 The Ferris softball team pulled off a sweep of their regional 
games Saturday, Feb. 23, in Westfield, Indiana. The two wins, 
which pushed their record to 4-4 on their young season, came 
against Bellarmine University (Kentucky) and Rockhurst Univer-
sity (Missouri).
 To open the day against Bellarmine, the Bulldogs defeated the 
Knights by a score of 8-3. They then followed that performance 
up with a win against the Rockhurst Hawks in eight innings by a 
score of 7-3.
 This comes as a much-needed bounce-back effort for the Bull-
dogs, as the team went 0-2 Friday with losses to the University of 
Southern Indiana and the University of Indianapolis.
 The day started with a tight 9-7 loss to the Southern Indiana 
Screaming Eagles. The Bulldogs followed up that performance 
with some offensive struggles against Indianapolis, losing to the 
Greyhounds 6-0.
 Action resumes Saturday, March 9, with games against Saint 
Anselm College (New Hampshire) and Winona State University 
(Minnesota) in Clermont, Florida.

Ferris men’s basketball team loses to Parkside
 The Ferris men’s basketball team lost 66-59 to the University 
of Wisconsin-Parkside Saturday, Feb. 23, in Great Lakes Inter-
collegiate Athletic Conference (GLIAC) play. In a game that could 
have clinched the GLIAC North Division for the Bulldogs, they 
failed to pull this one out on the road. Ferris and Wisconsin are 
now tied for first in the North Division with one game left to play 
in the regular season.
 Despite the loss, the Bulldogs played well defensively. They 
held the Rangers to 66 points on just 38.3 percent shooting, in-
cluding limiting them to six of 23 shooting from three-point range.
 However, despite 14 points from Ferris sophomore wing Jaylin 
McFadden, they couldn’t get the job done. 
 They do still have a chance to win the division if they take care 
of business on the road Thursday, Feb. 28, at Lake Superior 
State University. Wisconsin-Parkside will play last place Purdue 
Univeristy Northwest the same day to try and win the division 
themselves.

Mollie Hamelund
Torch Reporter

 Men’s tennis entered their season as the 
Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
defending champions and nationally ranked No. 
17, but are only 2-4 halfway through non-confer-
ence play.
 Ferris tennis interim head coach Mark Doren 
said the early season struggle is due to losing 
players last year.
 “We were ranked 17th going into the winter 
and now we’re 23rd,” Doren said. “But we lost 
some key players from last year. Two of our top 
four players from last year are now gone so 
that’s been tough to replace. But at the ITA tour-
nament in the fall, one of our doubles teams 
made it to the finals out of 26 schools there, so 
that helped us contribute to the Top 25.”

 The Bulldogs have won 
the GLIAC championship for 
the last four years and with 
six of the eight members be-
ing juniors or seniors, many 
of them have had the ex-
perience of winning bigger 
matches. 
 Doren is the fourth coach 
in four years for the Bulldogs, 
so the older players have had 

to become leaders of the team. 
 “There hasn’t been a lot of stability of the 
team, but the stability that there has been has 
come from the upperclassmen,” Doren said. 
“Those two seniors really step up and they’re 

fantastic leaders.”
 After a tough 6-1 loss Thursday, Feb. 21, 
against the nationally ranked No. 9 Indianap-
olis University (Indiana), the team came out 
strong Saturday, Feb. 23, against Tiffin Univer-
sity (Ohio).
 The men rallied in the doubles competition 
and swept all three opponents, racking up the 
doubles points and won five out of the six sin-
gles competitions. 
 During the singles competitions, Ferris se-
nior Steward Sell defeated his opponent 6-1 
twice for the win. Ferris freshman Ayush Deswal 
was tied with his opponent going into the third 
match, but he ultimately lost 19-17. 
 Deswal said while he is playing well, there are 
things to improve while in season that will make 
him a bigger impact player. 

 “Right now I’m playing 
good, but until the offseason 
I would like to improve my ral-
lies and my doubles game,” 
Deswal said. “If I do that, it 
will be a good asset for our 
team.”
 GLIAC play does not start 
until after spring break and 
the team will face four more 
non-conference opponents to 
prepare for league play. After 

their successful Saturday outing, the men catch 
a break until March 11, when they will play Rol-
lins College in Winter Park, Florida. According to 
Deswal, the trip will bring them harder competi-
tion, but he looks forward to it.
 “During spring break, we’re traveling down to 
Florida and I think that will be a tough fight for 
us,” Deswal said. “We are playing some good 
schools, some top ranking schools and I’m ex-
cited about it.”Photo by: Will Holden | Torch Photographer

Ferris junior Pablo Munoz Baroja competes against Tiffin University Saturday, Feb. 23. Baroja 

won his match, going 6-3 both sets against Tiffin’s Sorin Navrotchi.

Ferris men’s tennis 
off to a rocky start

Mark
Doren

Ayush
Deswal

Falling through the ranks



Ferris State University does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion or creed, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, marital status, veteran or 
military status, height, weight, protected disability, genetic 
information, or any other characteristic protected by applicable 
State or federal laws or regulations in education, employment, 
housing, public services, or other University operations, 
including, but not limited to, admissions, programs, activities, 
hiring, promotion, discharge, compensation, fringe benefits, 
job training, classification, referral, or retention. Retaliation 
against any person making a charge, filing a legitimate 
complaint, testifying, or participating in any discrimination 
investigation or proceeding is prohibited.

Students with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation 
may contact Educational Counseling & Disabilities Services at 
(231) 591-3057 in Big Rapids, or the Director of Counseling, 
Disability & Tutoring Services for Kendall College of Art and 
Design at (616) 451-2787 ext. 1136 in Grand Rapids. 
Employees and other members of the University community 
with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may 
contact the Human Resources Department, 420 Oak St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or call (231) 591-2150.

Inquiries or complaints of discrimination may be addressed to 
the Director of Equal Opportunity, 120 East Cedar St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or by telephone at (231) 591-2152; or Title 
IX Coordinator, 805 Campus Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307, or by 
telephone at (231) 591-2088. On the KCAD Grand Rapids 
campus, contact the Title IX Deputy Coordinator, 17 Fountain 
St., Grand Rapids, MI 49503, (616) 451-2787 ext. 1113.

Work on Mackinac Island This Summer – 
Make lifelong friends. The Island House Hotel 
and Ryba’s Fudge Shops are seeking help in 
all areas: Front Desk, Bell Staff, Wait Staff, 
Sales Clerks, Kitchen, Baristas. Dorm Housing, 
bonus, and discounted meals.

(906) 847-7196 
www.theislandhouse.com
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 Ferris assistant volleyball coach Christa Cooper is 
getting her chance to lead next season as the new 
head coach at Division II University of New Haven 
(Connecticut).
 Cooper is an American Volleyball Coaches Associ-
ation “Top 30 Under 30” honoree for her work as the 
assistant volleyball coach at Ferris, who went 27-5 in 
2018 and won the Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (GLIAC) Championship before falling in the 
Regional Semifinals of the NCAA tournament.

 Therefore, it should come as no 
surprise that New Haven, a program 
coming off of a successful season 
of its own, would hire the top assis-
tant of a consistent powerhouse in 
Division II volleyball to be the new 
leader of their program.
 “I was really excited when I talked 
to the athletic director at New Hav-
en about Christa because I thought 
it would be a really great fit for her,” 
Ferris volleyball head coach Tia 

Brandel-Wilhelm said.
 Cooper accepted the job and she’ll become the 
program’s fourth head coach in New Haven’s 43-year 
history.  
 “I was extremely excited and honored to be chosen 
to be the next head coach at the University of New 
Haven,” Cooper said. “A career goal of mine was to 

be a head coach at a Division II pro-
gram, and to be selected to lead a 
program with a winning tradition 
was very humbling.”
 Cooper had been looking forward 
to this day for many years now, and 
she wasn’t the only one who was 
waiting for the day she’d run her 
own program.
 “As a head coach myself, my job 
is to help further the careers of my 
assistant coaches,” Brandel-Wil-

helm said. “We knew that she wanted to be a head 
coach at a good program. We had been building her 
experiences and contacts in that direction.”
 The plan to elevate Cooper to a head coaching posi-
tion elsewhere leaves the Bulldogs with a hole in their 

program, not only in an assistant coach, but as a per-
son beloved by players and everyone else involved in 
the Ferris volleyball program.
 “I was shocked to find out she was leaving,” Fer-
ris junior setter Maeve Grimes said. “I’m very close 
with Coach Cooper since she recruited me after high 
school. Obviously, it’s really sad to say goodbye, but 
she had an offer she couldn’t resist.”
 In fact, it seemed like the goodbye to Cooper was 
emotional for all the players, according to Grimes, with 
many tears shed.
 However, everyone seems confident in Cooper’s 
ability to run the New Haven program in a way that will 
produce success on the national level.
 “There’s no doubt that she’ll be successful,” Bran-
del-Wilhelm said. “She’s well prepared for this oppor-
tunity and she’ll be fantastic.”

 It’s fair to be confident, given 
Cooper’s record On top of helping 
guide the Bulldogs to five straight 
GLIAC titles, she was a team cap-
tain herself when she played for 
Michigan Technological University. 
She also has experience working for 
Division I Montana State University, 
which has served her well in her 
years at Ferris.
 Grimes vouched for Cooper’s 
ability for success as well, having 

played for her for three years.
 “I have absolutely no doubt she’ll turn them into 
a championship caliber program,” Grimes said. “It 
would be real cool to see them in a regional matchup 
or something. It’d be a really exciting match with great 
coaching on both sides. It would be fun.”
 While this is a great move for Cooper, it leaves 
the Bulldogs without an assistant coach. According 
to Brandel-Wilhelm, the search will begin almost im-
mediately. The position has been posted and in the 
coming weeks, Brandel-Wilhelm hopes to have the in-
terviews wrapped up. She said she would like to get 
someone in the building very soon, as spring workouts 
are right around the corner.
 “Ferris State and the Bulldog community became 
home for me,” Cooper said. “I will miss all of the peo-
ple that I now consider family and I will so miss work-
ing with the wonderful ladies that made up the volley-
ball program. But I will be so proud to see what they 
accomplish in the future.”

THIS WEEKEND’S 
SPORTS FOR FERRIS
Thursday, Feb. 28:
• Women’s basketball at Lake Superior State Uni-

versity 5:30 p.m.

• Men’s basketball at Lake Superior State Univer-

sity 7:30 p.m.

Friday, March 1:
• Hockey at Lake Superior State University 7 p.m. 

Saturday, March 2:
• Hockey at Lake Superior State University 7 p.m.

Assistant coach 
finds a New Haven

Christa Cooper gets head coaching job after five years at Ferris

Photo by: Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Ferris former volleyball assistant coach Christa Cooper directs the team during a timeout.

Tia
Brandel-Wilhelm

Christa 
Cooper

Maeve
Grimes



12

Week of Feb. 27 - March 5, 2019
Sports

Ferris State Torch

Noah Poser
Torch Reporter

 Ferris plastics engineering tech-
nology senior Tommy Press knew 
he wanted to be a member of a col-
legiate basketball team, and he ac-
complished that in a much different 
way than he probably imagined.
 Press is the team manager for the 
Ferris men’s basketball team and he 
credits his mother for pursuing the 
opportunity. 
 “Sending that email was one of 
the greatest things I’ve done in my 
entire life,” Press said, “and without 
my mom, I probably would have nev-
er done it.”
 The success of a basketball team 
is not completely owed to the talent 
of the players; numerous staff mem-
bers are involved from the ground up 

— coaches, train-
ers and even the 
team managers. 
This helps put in 
perspective the 
success from the 
men’s basketball 
team at Ferris, 
especially since 
they had Press, 
who was 2017-18 
Great Lakes Inter-

collegiate Athletic Conference (GLI-
AC) Manager of the Year.
 In fact, Press is the only winner of 
GLIAC Manager of the Year in con-
ference history. Of course, that may 
have something to do with the fact 
that he created the award for himself.
 However, if you know Press, you’d 
know that it is an award that he de-
serves.
 He isn’t just that guy that sets up 
drills for practices, or makes sure ev-

erything from tow-
els to snacks are 
ready for the play-
ers. He is much 
more than a per-
son who makes 
sure jerseys and 
uniforms are ready 
for games and 
packed for road 
trips. According to 
Ferris men’s bas-

ketball head coach Andy Bronkema, 
Press is “one of the guys.”
 “He’s part of the family,” Bronke-
ma said. “He’ll come back as an 
alum. We’ll stay in contact, and hope-
fully he’ll be coaching someday.”
 Press came to Ferris four years 
ago with a goal even he considered 
nearly impossible to achieve, and it 
was not be the team manager. He 
wanted to play on the court.
 However, he was never recruited 
by the school, so he sent an email 
asking if there were tryouts. After be-
ing told of no spots available, he was 
asked to be a team manager.
 “You know, lots of high school kids 
dream of playing college basketball, 
but not many of them dream of being 
the manager,” Press said. 
 Despite his reluctance, he chose 
to accept the offer. However, that did 
not mean he wasn’t nervous. Press 
was most nervous about hanging 
around all the guys who, in his own 
words, “were kind of huge.”
 “When I first met him at our wel-

come back barbecue, I had no idea 
who he was,” Ferris junior guard 
Greg Williams said. “Then he was 
around when we had practices and 
we started talking a little bit. One day 
we were going to the Rock and Cole 
[Walker] told me to wait because we 
were going to go with Tommy. Ever 
since then, we just hit it off.”
 That could be considered quite an 
understatement, given that Williams 
and Press are now roommates and 
have been for a couple years now. In 
fact, they also live with Ferris junior 
center Cole Walker and Ferris red-
shirt freshman center Dylan Danken-
bring. 
 Right now, the Press that was 
nervous when he arrived is nowhere 
to be seen, and has since been re-
placed by someone extremely com-
fortable hanging around the players.
 A self-described “life of the party,” 
he has been known to create mem-
ories both on and off the basketball 
court. The range of memories he 
has created for people spread from 
something simple like playing video 
games in the apartment all the way 
to the famous National Champion-
ship photo, which is a memory that 
will be remembered for a lifetime 
for all members involved, especially 
Press.
 “It was crazy. It was really funny 

actually,” Press 
said. “Right after 
we won it, we were 
all running around 
and nobody knew 
what to do. We 
were all freaking 
out. Then, this guy 
in a suit comes 
up to me and saw 
I was wearing a 

suit so he must have thought I was a 
coach, and he just handed the trophy 
to me. I didn’t even know what to do 
with it.”
 The photo hangs in Bronkema’s 
office, and it speaks volumes when 
Bronkema said that it’s just one of 
the memories he’ll always remember 
about Press’ role as head manager.
 “I’d need more time to think about 
it all, but he produced so many funny 
memories, including a few that we’ll 
keep in house,” Bronkema said. “My 
goal is to stay in contact and to keep 
pressing him towards good things in 
his career. I look forward to see him 
rocking the plastics world when he 
gets a job in his field and we’ll stay 
in touch.”
 Press is the team manager, one of 
the guys and a part of the family. For 
some, he’s even a lifelong friend.
 “He’s one of my best friends. His 
personality is amazing. He just knows 
how to put a smile on your face and it 
just makes him so fun to be around. 
I’m glad that Ferris brought us togeth-
er because I’ll know Tom the rest of 
my life because of it,” Williams said.
 While Press didn’t get the college 
basketball experience he dreamed 
of, he got the one he didn’t know he 
needed.
 “One thing I always say is that 
becoming a manager gave me an 
opportunity to do something I never 
saw coming,” Press said. “I got to fall 
in love with the game of basketball in 
a whole new way.”

An unexpected career
The journey from high school  
baller to Manager of the Year

Torch File Photo

Ferris plastics engineering technology senior and men’s basketball team manager Tommy Press gives the Division II 

Basketball National Championship trophy a smooch after the game March 24, 2018.

Tommy
Press

Andy
Bronkema

Greg
Williams

Photo submitted by Tommy Press

Men’s basketball team manager Tommy Press said he Photoshopped this picture based off of former Ferris center 

Zach Hankins’ Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (GLIAC) Player of the Year photo, which then led to 

the GLIAC awarding him with Manager of the Year honors. 



13 
Week of Feb. 27 - March 5, 2019

Lifestyles
Ferris State Torch

LIFESTYLES “I’m living proof that it gets better, and that it gets better in a community of peo-
ple with similar goals.” - Kayce Courson - See page 14 for story

Alicia Jaimes | Lifestyles Editor | jaimesa@ferris.edu

Hunger 

habits
More moderation, less temptation

Briana Hammontree
Torch Reporter

 Meeting the standard three 
meals a day quota can be difficult 
with a busy schedule, so for Ferris 
general studies freshman Rachel 
Pinkster, making room for snacks 
is key.

 “I think if 
you’re busy 
and you have 
a class sched-
ule that is not 
fitting to eating 
a meal at the 
Rock or the 
Quad, then cer-
tainly snacking 
is essential,” 
Pinkster said.

 Ferris’ Registered Dietitian and 
Nutritionist Brenda Walton agrees 
upon the importance of snacking 
and how beneficial it can be when 
done correctly.
 “Snacking keeps our blood sug-
ar up, and helps a student keep 

focused on 
classes or stay 
awake at the 
job. It can also 
s u p p l e m e n t 
if they have a 
long stretch of 
time between 
meals,” Walton 
said.
 Walton said 
for snacking to 

be healthier, students must make 
more conscious decisions on what 
they are putting in their bodies 
rather than eating with their eyes.
 “If you’re eating just because 
it’s something to do or it’s there, 
then that’s not good. Snacking 
needs to be more intentional 
about it or have something healthy 
on hand in case you get hungry be-
tween meals,” Walton said.
 Pinkster admits to struggling 

with this habit frequently, stating 
her love for carbs as her downfall, 
despite also loving strawberries 
and carrots with salt.
 “I like to eat while I’m working, 
kind of like food for thought. And 
I will eat Goldfish when I’m work-
ing,” Pinkster said.
 While students can be prone 
to go for the quick fix, Walton en-
courages students to replace their 
daily bag of chips with healthy al-
ternatives, including apples with 
peanut butter, trail mix or a protein 
bar.
 Though many students find 
their healthy alternatives drop as 
they focus more on schoolwork, 
Ferris dental hygiene senior Kayla 
Leach found that her eating habits 
changed for the better since at-
tending Ferris.
 “I think being in the dental hy-
giene program makes me more 
mindful of what I’m putting in my 
body,” Leach said. “Like if you 

put junk in your 
body, you’re not 
going to feel 
good later.”
 While being 
more mindful of 
food decisions, 
Leach said that 
sometimes giv-
ing into crav-
ings just hap-
pens and that 

moderation is key.
 “I feel like it depends on what 
you are snacking on and the fre-
quency of snacks. Like in the den-
tal hygiene program, we learn that 
the snacks you are eating — for in-
stance, with fruit snacks — they’re 
sticky so they’ll stick to your teeth 
more than an apple would or 
something like that,” Leach said.
 Students who are looking to 
make healthier food options can 
speak with Walton in room 013 in 
the University Center.

 “Goldfish were my go-to as a kid.” 
- Ferris product design engineering senior Veronica 

Powell

“I would eat cereal, like Apple Cinnamon 
Cheerios. I’d get home late and have a 
bowl of cereal and it would just be so 

good.” 
- Ferris dental hygiene senior Kayla Leach

“Back in high school, I use to make Pizza 
Rolls after school or burritos – like the 

microwave ones, but that’s also because 
I ate at 10 o’clock in the morning be-

cause it was my lunch.”
- Ferris general studies freshman 

Rachel Pinkster

“My favorite snack as a kid and is prob-
ably my favorite snack still is the Haribo 
gummy bears. I like those ones. I have a 
very big sweet tooth – my mom wishes I 
would cut down – and I don’t really like 

chocolate, but I love gummy stuff.”
 - Ferris elementary education junior Sophie Carlson

Kayla
Leach

Rachel
Pinkster

Brenda
Walton

Grazing vs. snacking
Snacking and grazing – many people believe they are one 

and the same, with the lines becoming blurred of what 
each is over time.

“Grazing is not just for sheep” on nbcnews.com describes 
grazing as mini-meals throughout the day. Grazing has 

also been shown to lead to a higher-burning calorie rate.

“Is Snacking Good or Bad for You?” on healthline.com 
describes snacking as consuming food or beverages 

between regular meals, whether it is healthy or not. The 
article said many factors contribute to snacking including 
location, social environment, time of day and food avail-

ability.

Foodie favorites
What snack did you love as a kid?

Curb your appetite
Being mindful of eating habits can be hard with a busy schedule. However, there are useful 

tips students can use to help curb their appetite to make waiting on meals easier.

Below are five tips Medicalnewstoday.com found that help beat overeating:

1. Drink a full glass of water before eating.

2. Eat more high-fiber meals such as apples, almonds and avocados.

3. Exercise before a meal.

4. Eat dark chocolate instead of milk chocolate.

5. Eat more proteins such as eggs, lean meats and beans.

Graphic by:  Sarah Massey & Hannah Way | Production
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Weekly
festivities

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

THURSDAY 
Feb. 28

March 1

March 2

March 5

All Bodies 
Dance Party

Location: LGBTQ+ 
Resource Center, UC

Time: 11 — 11:30 a.m.

Midterms Bingo
Location: CLACS, UC 121
Time: 11 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

For more information 
on Ferris events, visit 

calendar.ferris.edu

Volley for the Pups
Location: Student 
Recreation Center
Time: 4 — 8 p.m.

Crimson Clash: 
A Super Smash Bros. 
Ultimate Tournament

Location: IRC 120
Time: 10:30 a.m.

AA Meeting - 
Back to Basics 
Workshop
Location: UCB 122
Time: 6 — 7 p.m.

YBBW Pajama Jam
Location: Flite 446, 

442, 438
Time: 2 — 4 p.m.

Photo by: Alicia Jaimes | Lifestyles Editor

Ferris Collegiate Recovery Education and Wellness Site Coordinator Kayce Courson hopes to create a welcoming environment for students in recovery from substance 

abuse or addiction.

The road to recovery

Finding your community on campus
Alicia Jaimes
Lifestyles Editor
 
 Ferris Collegiate Recovery Education and 
Wellness (CREW) Site Coordinator Kayce 
Courson joined Ferris in August 2018 with 
a goal to help students in substance use or 
addiction recovery.
 Collegiate recovery programs, according 
to collegiaterecovery.org, are “a supportive 
environment within the campus culture that 
reinforces the decision to disengage from ad-
dictive behavior. It is designed to provide an 
educational opportunity alongside recovery 
support to ensure that students do not have 
to sacrifice one for the other.”
 Courson came to Ferris as a result of Fer-
ris’ recent partnership with Ten16 Recovery 
Network, bringing CREW to campus.
 “My vision for CREW would be that a core 
group of students in recovery come togeth-
er and form those meaningful relationships 
through the open dialogue that they are able 
to have here in this space, and they become 
sort of like a family or community,” Courson 
said.
 In collaboration with CREW, Ferris Asso-
ciate Dean of Student Life and Director of 
Student Conduct Nicholas Campau hopes 
students will find a place among peers where 
they can talk about their substance use and 
evaluate its impact on their daily life.
 “The Office of Student Conduct collabo-
rates with CREW by referring students found 
in violation of an alcohol or drug policy. 
Kayce and CREW offers multiple in-person 
programs designed to help students con-
sider the choices they are making in a judg-
ment-free environment while avoiding telling 
students what they ‘must do,’” Campau said.
 Some of the programs include Wonder-
lust, Recovery by the Slice and all-recovery 
meetings. These meetings range from stu-
dents who are curious about recovery to stu-
dents who identify as people in recovery. In 
addition to these meetings, there is also a 
Back to Basics Workshop, which is a more 
traditional Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meet-
ing brought to Ferris by AA and facilitated by 
CREW.
 Being in the field of collegiate recovery 
for four years, Courson is originally from 
Kennesaw, Georgia, where she trained at 
Kennesaw State University Center for Young 

Adult Addiction and Recovery — one of the 
largest collegiate recovery programs in the 
nation, according to Courson.
 “My involvement with them just really 
sparked my interest in what this is and how 
to do it, and I just knew immediately that I 
wanted to be in this field. It’s a very small 
and targeted field, but it’s rapidly growing,” 
Courson said.
 According to Courson, there are roughly 
270 collegiate recovery programs this year, 
with that number being cut in half only a few 
years ago.
 Before beginning her journey as a leader 
in the Kennesaw State University (KSU) Col-
legiate Recovery Program, Courson struggled 
with her own substance abuse as an under-
graduate at KSU.
 Initially taking time off school to attend 
treatments, Courson decided to go back to 
school, discovering the collegiate recovery 
community (CRC) on campus where she 
could feel safe and supported among peers.
 Though Courson is now at Ferris, she 
keeps in touch with her Kennesaw mentor, 
KSU Center for Young Adult Addiction and 
Recovery Executive Director Teresa Johnston.
 “Kayce and I were naturally drawn togeth-
er as our interest in recovery and helping oth-
ers provide common ground,” Johnston said.
 With her 11 years of experience in KSU’s 
recovery program, Johnston believes that in-
troducing a CRC to Ferris will give students 
the chance to connect with the university 
while staying healthy during their recovery 
and graduating college.
 “Reach out. Don’t do it alone. If you think 
you have a problem, you probably do. The 
brain is the only organ that prevents itself 
from getting help. So listen to others. They 
may see what you can’t,” Johnston said.
 All meetings are anonymous and are 
held in Birkam Health Center 203, with the 
AA Back to Basics Workshop being held in 
UCB 122. To keep their anonymity, students 
are encouraged to use the side door at the 
Birkam Health Center by the parking lot.
 “I’m living proof that it gets better, and that 
it gets better in a community of people with 
similar goals. And that’s what collegiate re-
covery is,” Courson said.
 For more information on recovery meet-
ings, visit calendar.ferris.edu.

Comedian Feraz Ozel
Location: UCB 202
Time: 8 — 10 p.m.

Fridays at Ferris Event
Location: UCB 202
Time: 9 — 11 p.m.

Cascade in 
Big Rapids

Location: Big Rapids 
Roller Rink

Time: 8 — 11 p.m.

UREC Outdoor Gear 
Rental Grand Opening

Location: SRC 102D
Time: 6:30 — 8 p.m.

TUESDAY

Learn more 
about meetings

Wonderlust: 
This is for students who are questioning 

drinking habits but are not convinced they 
need to be in recovery. These students want 

to understand what’s going on with them and 
their drinking. In this meeting, members will 
discuss social norms with drinking and mod-
eration versus abstinence. This is a peer-to-

peer meeting. Students are welcome to bring 
a recovery ally, like a significant other or best 

friend for support.

Recovery by the Slice: 
This is for students in recovery. Courson will 
order a pizza, put out some pop and every-
body can check in on what’s going well and 

voice what they need support on for that 
week. This is a peer-to-peer eat and greet.

All-recovery meetings: 
This is for students who identify as having a 

substance use disorder to other addictive be-
haviors including but not limited to: self-harm, 

eating disorders, drinking and substance 
abuse.

Back to Basics Workshop: 
This is a traditional AA meeting brought to 

Ferris by AA and is facilitated by CREW.

Contact 
information

To learn more about any of these pro-
grams, contact Courson via:

Email: kcourson@1016.org
(leave a phone number for her to call back) 

Phone: 231-591-3614

Note: If it’s after 5 p.m. or she’s out of the 
office, call 231-753-6177.
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A smashing time

Marissa Russell and Alicia Jaimes
Interim Reporter and Lifestyles Editor

 Ferris digital animation and game design junior Patrick 
McVeigh enjoys the friendships made, both online and of-
fline, through the Ferris Super Smash Bros. Club.
 A popular game for this generation, Super Smash Bros. 
has inspired many clubs to form on campus, giving students 
the opportunity to meet other students with similar inter-
ests.
 “You never know who or what you’re going to fight, which 
makes every weekly a new experience,” McVeigh said.
 Building to a club of about 25 to 30 people, members 
share their love for Super Smash Bros. by hosting weekly 
“Smash Fest” tournaments on their Discord server. During 

these weeklies, players meet up to prac-
tice and train with one another to improve 
their skills in a group setting.
 “What is also great is the sense of 
hype,” McVeigh said. “When people make 
an insane play or come back, it gets very 
exciting because everyone there knows 
how hard it is to pull off, which makes 
it just that more incredible. Especially 
when you have a player that no one has 
heard of come in and just tear through 

the bracket.”
 Even though the meetings are held at Ferris, members 
will sometimes meet up with other players from different 
schools such as Central Michigan University and Michigan 
State University to battle and see who the best fighter is.
 “Anyone who is interested in trying competitive play, or 
just wants to enjoy the game for fun, is welcome to enjoy 
what our club has to offer,” Ferris digital animation and 
game design freshman Emily Gudzinski said.
 As well as hosting mini-tournaments weekly, the Super 
Smash Bros. Club has decided to host its first major Crim-

son Clash tournament in March. This will host people from 
all around the state to come and play in a competitive fash-
ion.
 Crimson Clash will feature two different style tourna-
ments: 1 v. 1, involving one player fighting another and go-
ing through the bracket, and 2 v. 2 where a pair signs up 
to compete against other pairs. The top six players in both 
tournaments will win a pot of money that competitors pay for 
entry fees. Players are encouraged to bring their own con-
trollers to the tournament. There will be food provided to 
contestants by Ferris Catering.
 “Even if you don’t think you’re good at the games, you 
should still come out because what it boils down to is hav-

ing fun playing the game,” Ferris biotechnology senior Evan 
Shimp said. “Even if you don’t see yourself as a competitive 

person, there’s still definitely a place for 
you in this club.”
 The Crimson Clash tournament will 
begin 10 a.m. Saturday, March 2, in IRC 
120. There’s a $5 fee per person at the 
door, but the event is open to the public. 
The Super Smash Bros. Club meets 6 
p.m. every Sunday in UC 123. For more in-
formation on the tournament or the Super 
Smash Bros. Club, contact Evan Shimp at 
616-710-9476.

Patrick
McVeigh

Evan 
Shimp
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Across
1. Nintendo64
2. Donkey Kong
5. Kirby
6. Wii Fit Trainer
8. Ultimate

Down
1. Nintendo Switch
3. Yoshi
4. Pikachu
7. Mario
9. Link

The Ultimate Challenge
Complete the crossword below and test your gaming knowledge

ANSWERS

Across
1. First ever console to 
feature 3D graphics
2. He isn’t monkeying 
around
5. Which character has 
their own Dream Land
6. ‘Stretch those shoul-
ders’
8. This version of Super 
Smash Bros. brings back 
every fighter in the histo-
ry of the series

Down
1. Super Smash Bros. Ul-
timate is exclusive to this 
console
3. This green character, 
some feel, is the most 
egg-cellent
4. This character uses 
thunderbolt as an attack
7. ‘It’s a-me, _________’
9. Has elf-like ears and 
carries a sword

Super Smash Bros 
Tournament coming 
to Ferris 

Graphic by: Hannah Way | Production Assistant



Ferris State Torch Best Of Big Rapids.   
ENTER ONLINE at www.FSUTorch.com

DEADLINE MARCH 22ND.
Vote for Your Favorites!

Online entry must be turned in by Friday, March 22, 2019
The Pioneer employees and families are not eligible to vote.

It’s time to vote for your favorite person, place or thing!

Best Apartment/Housing Complex ___________________

Best Bank ___________________________________________

Best Bar _____________________________________________

Best Bargain Meal ___________________________________

Best Bookstore ______________________________________

Best Breakfast _______________________________________

Best Cell Phone Provider _____________________________

Best Church _________________________________________

Best Coffee Shop ____________________________________

Best Downtown Business-nonfood ____________________

Best E-Cigarette/Smoke shop ________________________

Best Fast Food Restaurant ____________________________

Best FSU Athletic Team _______________________________

Best FSU Fraternity ___________________________________

Best FSU Residence Hall ______________________________

Best FSU Sorority _____________________________________

Best FSU Student Organization/RSO ___________________

Best Golf Course _____________________________________

Best Grocery Store ___________________________________

Best Gym/Health Club _______________________________

Best Hamburger _____________________________________

Best Happy Hour ____________________________________

Best Hotel/Motel _____________________________________

Best Ice Cream Store ________________________________

Best Jewelry Store ___________________________________

Best Late Night Eatery ________________________________

Best Mexican Restaurant _____________________________

Best Nail Salon ______________________________________

Best Oil Change _____________________________________

Best Party Store ______________________________________

Best Pizza ___________________________________________

Best Place for Lunch _________________________________

Best Place to Dance _________________________________

Best Place to Hear Live Music ________________________

Best Place to Take a Date ____________________________

Best Professor _______________________________________

Best Resident Assistant _______________________________

Best Restaurant-Chain _______________________________

Best Restaurant-Local ________________________________

Best Salon/Spa ______________________________________

Best Sandwich Shop _________________________________

Best Tanning Salon __________________________________

Best Tattoo Business & Body Piercing __________________

Best Thrift/Vintage Shop ______________________________

Best Of Big Rapids

2018

Torch
FERRIS STATE

Torch
FERRIS STATE

ENTER TO WIN
1st Prize $100
2nd Prize $75
3rd Prize $50

Best Of Big Rapids

2018

Torch
FERRIS STATE
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