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The Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA) canceled their plans to bring Rachel Dolezal to campus after many students and alumni expressed their anger with it. Dolezal is a controversial figure known for 

identifying as black when she has no known African ancestry.

May 2018

- PRSSA students decide to 
bring Rachel Dolezal to speak 
on campus

- PRSSA begins looking for 
sponsors. They approach the 
Office of Multicultural Stu-
dent Services, who declines 
the offer.

Fall 2018

- PRSSA presents their plan 
to receive funding from the 
Student Activity Fund. The 
event is accepted.

Feb. 27, 
2019

- PRSSA announces Rachel 
Dolezal event via email and 
Facebook. Shortly after, the 
Facebook post is flooded with 
disapproving comments.

-PRSSA announces the event 
is under consideration after 
receiving negative feedback.

Feb. 28, 
2019

- PRSSA holds an emergency 
meeting and decides to can-
cel the event.

- PRSSA holds a discussion 
to allow those harmed by 
the planned event to express 
their frustrations.

Megan Lewton and Madison Kettlewell
Editor in Chief and Torch Reporter
 
 What was originally intended as an educa-
tional campus event sparked a controversy 
that spread across social media, prompting 
the cancellation of the event altogether.
 The Ferris chapter of the Public Relations 
Student Society of America (PRSSA) an-
nounced they planned to bring Rachel Dolezal 
to campus at the end of March to speak about 
African history in modern society. Dolezal was 
the former president of the Spokane, Wash-
ington, chapter of the National Association for 

the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP) and is 
known for falsely identifying 
as black when she has no 
known African ancestry.
 The announcement of 
the event was described by 
Ferris business administra-
tion senior Marisa Durant 
as “a slap in the face,” and 
many others agreed.

 “I’m pretty sure there’s plenty of people 
they could’ve found of color to come and 
speak on that specific topic,” Ferris sociology 
senior Durshana Kirby said.
 Ferris public relations senior and PRSSA 
President Ashley Finstrom said a few students 
in the organization chose to invite Dolezal to 

campus after watching her documentary in 
May 2018. The registered student organiza-
tion began scheduling the event in May and 
continued the planning process throughout 
Fall 2018.
 “The purpose of this event was to engage 
the campus community in an educational and 
diverse discussion on race. PRSSA shares the 
university’s commitment to opportunity, diver-

sity and learning, especially 
in regards to sensitive top-
ics and differing perspec-
tives,” Finstrom said. 
 During the planning, the 
organization had to find 
sponsors to bring Dolezal 
to campus. Among those 
asked to sponsor the event 
was the Office of Multi-
cultural Student Services 

(OMSS), who was approached about the mat-
ter by a student in May 2018.
 “I declined the offer for OMSS to co-sponsor 
and suggested that he have a conversation 
with Diversity and Inclusion Office about the 
event, as well as advised him to reach out to 
multicultural organizations to see if they were 
interested,” OMSS Assistant Director Michael 
Wade said.
 The event was ultimately funded by the Stu-
dent Activity Fund and was sponsored by The 
College of Business Dean’s Office and the Of-

fice of Diversity and Inclusion.
 In a now-deleted Facebook post, PRSSA 
shared the event onto their profile Wednes-
day, Feb. 27, the day they announced it via 
email. The post received many comments, the 
majority of which were negative, containing re-
quests for PRSSA to cancel it.
 Hours later, PRSSA made another post say-
ing the decision to bring Dolezal to Ferris was 
under review, which received 18 reactions and 
comments each.
 “We have heard your concerns expressed 
about the Rachel Dolezal event that is sched-
uled for Monday, March 25 on the Big Rapids 
campus. Our organization is evaluating your 
feedback and giving it strong consideration,” 
the post said.
 However, the negative feedback continued, 
with angry students and alumni expressing 
their disapproval in the comments section. 
In addition, 22 people gave one-star reviews 
concerning the Dolezal event on the PRSSA 
Facebook page; as these were the only posted 
reviews, they have given the page an overall 
one-star rating.
 PRSSA held an emergency meeting Thurs-
day, Feb. 28, to discuss the event’s future. The 
organization ultimately decided to cancel the 
event, a choice that did not come easily.
 “It was a difficult decision, but ultimately, it 
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Campus event canceled following community outrage

The Dolezal dilemma
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NEWS “A lot of people don’t understand that the mouth is the window to the rest of your body.”
- Jocelyn Gomez - See page 4 for story

Megan Lewton | Editor in Chief | lewtonm1@ferris.edu

Dan Deitsch
Torch Reporter

 The American Cancer Society awarded Ferris 
with a grant in 2017 to help the university become 
a tobacco-free campus, and students are still 
working towards this goal. 
 “At this stage, we are finalizing the last of our 
data collection and we are in contact with Dr. Jer-
ry Scoby, the Vice President of Administration and 
Finance, as to what our next steps will be,” Ferris 
Public Health Student Association (PHSA) Presi-
dent Samuel Stover said.
 PHSA, with help from Ferris public health as-
sistant professor Fathima Wakeel, applied for the 
grant during the Spring 2017 semester.

 “What we’re doing is what 
public health is all about,” Wa-
keel said. “I’m thrilled that I’m 
able to bring the students in so 
actively to show and apply the 
concept that we show in the 
classroom in terms of advocat-
ing for public health.” 
 Since June 2017, PHSA and 
Wakeel have worked toward this 
goal, including hosting the No-

vember 2018 Great American Smokeout (GASO) 
event in the University Center (UC). GASO, a na-
tionwide event, encourages American tobacco us-
ers to quit smoking for one day. PHSA, along with 
the Birkam Health Center and District 10 Health 
Department, educated Ferris students on the im-
pacts tobacco use has on individuals and the peo-
ple around them.
 “Our policy is not to tell people to quit,” Wakeel 
said. “Just don’t do it where it’s going to affect peo-
ple on campus, because we want everyone to be 
safe. There’s also a large environmental impact on 

smoking. It makes the campus 
look dirty for visitors. It’s not a 
good image.”
 “Cigarettes are all over cam-
pus, and it makes the campus 
look dirty,” Ferris dental hygiene 
sophomore Rylie Brunk said. 
“They have those ashtrays right 
by the doors. It encourages 
smoking close to the buildings.”
 PHSA also conducted a cam-

puswide survey asking Ferris students their opin-
ions for having a tobacco-free campus, which yield-
ed 713 responses.
 “Overall, our findings indicated there is strong 
support for a tobacco-free campus at Ferris,” Wa-
keel said.
 Many universities across Michigan have adopt-
ed tobacco-free policies in recent years. Michigan 
State University (MSU), Central Michigan Universi-
ty, Western Michigan University and the University 
of Michigan have all adopted tobacco-free campus 
policies in the last 20 years, with MSU adopting 
their policies August 2017.
 “Ferris really needs to get on it,” Wakeel said. “I 
hear students say, ‘I came here, and I was really 
surprised to see people smoking. I never thought 
that would be allowed.’”
 PHSA will continue its work throughout the 
Spring 2019 semester and will host the Kick Butts 
Day event Wednesday, March 20, in the UC.

Landry Shorkey
Torch Reporter

 There is no doubt that Ferris has experienced a particularly 
brutal winter season, and it has affected students and staff 
alike.

 With three snow days in one week, the 
conditions have made history. Classes were 
canceled Jan. 28, Jan. 30 and Jan. 31 due to 
extreme cold and heavy snowfall.
 “For me it was kind of nice, because I had 
an exam during that time, so I was able to 
have a little extra time to study for it and re-
lax,” Ferris pre-pharmacy freshman Thomas 
Campbell said.
 Many students did not like being stuck in-
side during the snow days.

 “I liked it, but I was stuck in my room so I couldn’t enjoy it 
that much,” Ferris digital animation and game design sopho-
more Jacob Robinson said. “I stayed in my room all day, ate 
Ramen Noodles and watched anime.”
 As more than a month has passed since the three campus 
closures, weather conditions have continued to be extreme. 
With bitterly cold temperatures and multiple snowstorms, many 
students have experienced multiple class cancellations.
  “One of my professors commutes from Grand Rapids, so 
he’s been canceling class a lot. I think it’s good that he cancels 
classes, because you know, safety comes first, but also, we are 
now a couple weeks behind in the class,” Campbell said.
 The harsh weather has impacted the Ferris community out-
side of the classrooms. 

 “We’ve seen an increase of what we call ‘PDA’ or ‘Property 
Damage Accidents,’ but we really haven’t seen a noticeable in-
crease where people were injured,” Ferris Department of Public 
Safety (DPS) Chief Bruce Borkovich said. 
 DPS did not respond to any major incidents during the days 
where classes were canceled, but the harsh weather did affect 
the way in which officers and student workers did their jobs.
 “We had two officers take pretty bad falls during that ice 
storm in our lot, so it can be dangerous. We also have student 
employees, and besides the students who are out enforcing 
parking regulations, we also have our foot patrollers. We tasked 
them both with some different duties that week. That week, 
their job was to go around and help students. They gave jump-
starts to 62 students’ vehicles,” Borkovich said. “That isn’t 
normally what they do, but we’re going to adapt to the times. 
So if it’s extreme weather, far more important than writing a 

parking ticket is getting students unstuck or 
jump-starting their car so they don’t have to 
pay a $100 wrecker bill.”
 The Ferris Outdoor Club was another 
group that snow and cold has had a major 
impact on. Ferris product design engineering 
technology senior and Outdoor Club Presi-
dent Nathaniel Cornell said that winter hikes 
and community service events have been 
canceled due to the weather.
 “We still try to do as much as we can, 
weather permitting,” Cornell said. “We did 

a lot more last year. This year, I feel like it’s been colder and 
it’s kind of prevented us from going on as many hikes and the 
attendance has been dropped a lot.”
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A Bulldog shovels snow to clear the walkways on campus. With the extreme winter weather Michiganders have faced, the roads and sidewalks 

have been slippery and difficult to walk on.

The real impact of winter weather

Put it on ice

Thomas
Campbell

Nathaniel
Cornell



KOZMA&HIGGS
Kozma & Higgs Law Office, PC.

Zealous Legal  
Representation All Crimes 

Free Initial Consultation 
218 S. Warren Big Rapids, MI 49307

(231) 796-0885 
kozmalawfirm.com

Certified Mechanics on Staff
Locally Owned and Operated

HONEST & AFFORDABLE CAR CARE
Mufflers • Brakes
Struts • Shocks
Undercarriage Specialist
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC

FREE ESTIMATES

592-1204
North End of Town 
1204 N. State St.,  
Big Rapids, MI

3

NEWS BRIEFS

News
Ferris State Torch

3 
Week of March 6 - 19, 2019

News
Ferris State Torch

Megan Lewton
Editor in Chief

Beta Game Night
 Join the Ferris State Betas to play video games 7 p.m. Thursday, 
March 7, in IRC 120. Game consoles such as Xbox, Playstation and Nin-
tendo Wii will be available for use. For more information, contact Aaron 
Bontrager at bontraa@ferris.edu.

Ferris State Day at Little Caesars Arena with the Detroit Pistons
 Watch the Detroit Pistons play the Chicago Bulls with a ticket pack-
age unique to Ferris students and alumni Sunday, March 10. The ticket 
package includes a ticket, a hat, a chance to take a shot on the court 
after the game and a $5 donation to the Ferris Foundation for the FSU 
Alumni Legacy Endowment. Ticket prices start at $20, and the game tips 
off at noon. For more information, contact the Alumni Association Office 
at 231-591-2345.

Halls close for spring recess
 Residence halls will close for spring break Friday, March 8, with spring 
break occurring the week of March 11. Residents must leave their halls 
during this time, as campus will be closed for the following week. For 
more information, contact Diane Johnson at housingfacilities@ferris.edu 
or 231-591-3745.

- ON THE RECORD - 
A roundup of this week’s crime at Ferris State University

Cora Hall 
Sports Editor

Get off the road
 Feb. 25, 12:09 a.m., a student was 
stopped for having expired plates at Perry 
Avenue and Clark Street. Officers deter-
mined that the plate did not belong on the 
vehicle and the vehicle was not registered 
to be on the road. The officers wrote the 
student a ticket for driving an unregistered 
vehicle. 

Haven’t learned from others’ mistakes
 Feb. 26, 11:17 a.m., officers were dis-
patched to Clark Hall due to smell of mari-
juana. They searched a room of a student 
and the student showed the officers the 
marijuana. The student was written a cita-
tion for being a minor in possession of mar-
ijuana and referred to the Office of Student 

Conduct.

The skunks are at it again
 Feb. 26, 7:08 p.m., officers were dis-
patched to Bond Hall, where resident ad-
visers reported the smell of marijuana. Of-
ficers spoke with a resident, who admitted 
to having marijuana and showed officers 
the marijuana. The student was written a 
citation and referred to the Office of Student 
Conduct. 

Not the smartest move
 Feb. 26, 7:08 p.m., a subject in the res-
ident’s room from the case above had a 
warrant for his arrest for assault in Grand 
Rapids. The officers arrested the subject. 

Maybe check it now and again
 Feb. 27, 2:23 p.m., a student had his bike 
locked on a rack near the University Center 

and reported that it was stolen. The student 
said he hadn’t been back to the bike in a 
while, so the time of the theft is unknown. 

Changing locations doesn’t help
 Feb. 28, 12:39 a.m., officers were pa-
trolling Lot 5 and saw two people sitting in 
their car. It allegedly smelled like marijuana 
and upon the students consenting to having 
the car searched, the officers found marijua-
na. Officers wrote both students citations 
and referred them to the Office of Student 
Conduct. 

Don’t be a d-ck, man 
 Feb. 28, 4:11 p.m., officers were dis-
patched to Lot 61 because someone used 
a waxy paint to draw a penis on a student’s 
car. It is unknown who painted it. 

Smells dank, bro
 Feb. 28, 8:21 p.m., officers were dis-
patched to Puterbaugh Hall where it was 
reported that the odor of marijuana was 
coming from a room. Officers made contact 
with a student in the hall, who consented to 
having their room searched and the officers 
found marijuana. The student was written a 
citation for possession of marijuana and re-
ferred to the Office of Student Conduct.

I guess they missed the bus
 Feb. 28, 9:22 p.m., the hall director at 
Brophy-McNerney reported that a Chippewa 
school bus was parked blocking the road. 
By the time officers arrived, the bus had left 
and was seen driving down State Street. 

Ferris Department of Safety issued 352 
tickets from Feb. 24 to March 2, totaling 
$5,580.

The skunks are at it again

Torch Corrections
Did we make a mistake? Let us know!

Corrections can be submitted through email at fsutorcheditor@gmail.com or by calling 231-591-5978

Megan Lewton
Editor in Chief

Worldwide
 Fish populations across the globe are declining 
due to multiple causes, one alarming factor be-
ing the warming of the oceans. A study showed 
the amount of seafood that could be sustainably 
harvested by humans shrank by 4.1 percent from 
1930 to 2010, which is about 1.4 million metric 
tons of fish. The northeast Atlantic Ocean and 
the Sea of Japan have seen the biggest impact, 
with fish populations plummeting by as much as 
35 percent between 1930 and 2010. Oceans 
have absorbed 93 percent of the heat trapped 
by greenhouses gases, and an earlier January 
study in “Science” revealed ocean temperatures 
were increasing significantly faster than estimat-
ed. Unsustainable overfishing is also an ongoing 
problem.
 Original article by Kendra Pierre-Louis, Feb. 28, 
2019. The New York Times.

Beirut, Lebanon 
 A group of women’s rights activists were recent-

ly investigated by Saudi Arabia’s public prosecutor 
after being accused of trying to “undermine the 
security” of the kingdom through their activism. 
Seventeen activists, both men and women, were 
arrested in May 2018 for pressing the right of 
women to drive but have not faced formal charges 
yet. Although Saudi Arabian officials deny the mis-
treatment of the arrested, relatives of the activists 
and others familiar with the cases claim some ac-
tivists were tortured during interrogation.
 Original article by Ben Hubbard, March 2, 2019. 
The New York Times.

Warri, Nigeria
 A leaking pipeline exploded in southern Nigeria, 
causing a stampede, and now, more than 50 peo-
ple are missing. The explosion also caused a large 
oil spill in the nation. Police published an official 
death count of at least 12, but witnesses estimate 
at least 60 have died. It is unclear whether the 
pipeline has been shut down at the time of report-
ing.
 Original article by The Associated Press, March 
2, 2019. The New York Times.
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Ferris State University does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion or creed, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, marital status, veteran or 
military status, height, weight, protected disability, genetic 
information, or any other characteristic protected by applicable 
State or federal laws or regulations in education, employment, 
housing, public services, or other University operations, 
including, but not limited to, admissions, programs, activities, 
hiring, promotion, discharge, compensation, fringe benefits, 
job training, classification, referral, or retention. Retaliation 
against any person making a charge, filing a legitimate 
complaint, testifying, or participating in any discrimination 
investigation or proceeding is prohibited.

Students with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation 
may contact Educational Counseling & Disabilities Services at 
(231) 591-3057 in Big Rapids, or the Director of Counseling, 
Disability & Tutoring Services for Kendall College of Art and 
Design at (616) 451-2787 ext. 1136 in Grand Rapids. 
Employees and other members of the University community 
with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may 
contact the Human Resources Department, 420 Oak St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or call (231) 591-2150.

Inquiries or complaints of discrimination may be addressed to 
the Director of Equal Opportunity, 120 East Cedar St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or by telephone at (231) 591-2152; or Title 
IX Coordinator, 805 Campus Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307, or by 
telephone at (231) 591-2088. On the KCAD Grand Rapids 
campus, contact the Title IX Deputy Coordinator, 17 Fountain 
St., Grand Rapids, MI 49503, (616) 451-2787 ext. 1113.
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 The Dental Hygiene Clinic, part of Ferris’ dental hy-
giene program, offers low cost dental services for com-
munities surrounding Big Rapids. 
 Services at the clinic include teeth cleaning, fluoride 
treatments, x-rays and sealants, and are performed by 
Ferris students under supervision. The program, which is 
three years long, has been at Ferris since 1967. 
 “Most people don’t just look inside their mouth and 

stare at it for a long time, so it’s really 
important that we show them what we 
see as a dental hygienist,” Ferris den-
tal hygiene senior Jocelyn Gomez said. 
“A lot of people don’t understand that 
the mouth is the window to the rest of 
your body.”
 According to the program’s website, 
the first year consists of prerequisite 
courses, and students are considered 
to be pre-professional. During the last 

two years of the program, or the professional sequence, 
students work in the Dental Hygiene Clinic.

 “It’s a fully functioning patient treat-
ment clinic. We see patients from sur-
rounding communities.” Ferris dental 
hygiene professor and program co-
ordinator Kimberly Beistle said. “It’s 
hands-on patient treatment, so you’re 
modeling in our clinic what they will 
see in private practice. Even though 
we give them a little bit longer time 
to treat the patient, it’s getting them 
ready for real world application.”

 Beistle said one sealant is $10 in the clinic, compared 
to private practice, where it’s $60-70 a sealant. The 
money made at the clinic goes to the general operating 
fund for Ferris.
 “It’s affordable. A lot of people don’t have dental insur-
ance and here it’s only $30 for a cleaning,” Ferris dental 
hygiene senior Kelsey LaBonte said. “In an office, you’re 
going to pay a lot more for that.” 
 Gomez said going into the program, she didn’t know 

dental hygienists could do more than just clean teeth. 
She was surprised to learn that they could provide nutri-
tional counseling and tobacco cessation counseling. 
 “We check for oral cancer for people who are smoking 
or chew. We check for diseases related to oral cavities. 
We do nutritional counseling for people who you can see 

that are more on the sugary side of 
eating habits or drinking sodas or cof-
fees, we help with that,” Gomez said. 
 The Ferris program currently con-
sists of 39 first-year students and 42 
second-year students. Gomez claims 
the professors in the program are very 
helpful and willing to answer student 
questions, but the program can still 
be difficult at times.
 “You have to be willing to put your 

best foot forward and really dedicate yourself to the pro-
gram,” Gomez said. “You’re not going to be perfect the 
first time around; it is something that you have to work 
hard towards. Not everyone is perfect the first time that 
they scale their first tooth.”

Smiles for miles Ferris Dental Hygiene Clinic helps 

keep the community smiling
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Graphic by:  Sarah Massey | Production Manager

became clear that our goal of facilitating a tough con-
versation wasn’t going to be reached,” Finstrom said.
 PRSSA also held a discussion Thursday, Feb. 28, 
following the event’s cancellation to allow students to 
express their thoughts and show the situation has af-
fected them.
 After PRSSA announced the event’s cancellation 
via Facebook post Thursday, Feb. 28, some com-
ments expressed forgiveness, but the majority of the 
33 comments were filled with upset people wishing 
Dolezal was never hired in the first place.
 Many students, like Ferris integrative studies senior 
Thomas Murry, are pleased with PRSSA’s decision to 

cancel Dolezal’s presentation.
 “I’m glad that they cancelled the 
event and not let it continue to go 
on. If they were going to let it contin-
ue to go on, then this whole campus 
perspective would have changed. A 
lot of stuff wouldn’t really be posi-
tive, you would just be having a lot 
of negative activity going on,” Murry 
said. “In reality, it just touched a lot 
of people on this campus in a very 

negative way. So, I’m glad that they actually cancelled 
the event, but from here on out, there will be other 
accommodations to the point where we will never see 
this happen again.”
 Durant, on the other hand, doesn’t believe PRSSA’s 
apology was genuine.
 “I went to the meeting yesterday with PRSSA and 
I just don’t really, though we expressed how we felt 
about it, I don’t feel as though their apologies were re-
ally sincere. It honestly felt like a public relations apol-
ogy, in all honesty, and I just think that we deserve 

more on campus,” Durant said. 
 Kirby is surprised that no one put a stop to Dolezal’s 
presentation before it was scheduled.
 “I know they probably had to present in front of the 
finance division, and all of these things have to get ap-
proved, so it’s like, nobody saw an issue with this? No 
one thought that there might be an issue?” Kirby said.
 Murry agreed that there is some blame on the uni-
versity for allowing the event’s approval.
 “Another thing too is the school. I feel that if you’re 
giving people funding to bring her up here, knowing 
that it was going to create chaos and everything like 
that, then how is it easy for them to get funding for an 
event through the finance division? And we have other 
student organizations here on campus that work their 
asses off to get money from the finance division, and 
we can’t even get money from them,” Murry said.
 According to Finstrom, PRSSA is working with Stu-
dent Affairs and the Diversity and Inclusion Office to 
help make amends, and they plan to contact other or-
ganizations to prevent this from happening again.
 “When something like this affects so many people 
in a negative way, all you can hope is that something 
positive arises from it. My hope is that the discussion 
continues and moves us toward growth and empathy 
for one another,” Finstrom said.
 Durant hopes PRSSA will see just how significantly 
the scheduling of Dolezal affected students.
 “Look, when you’re scheduling an event for a whole 
campus, you need to look from all different perspec-
tives. How will this affect me? And I think as public 
relations, that’s one of the top things you should be 
looking at. This was just a really, really, really big mess 
up. I just wish that they really just understood how it 
hurt us. It really did hurt us,” Durant said.

Thomas 
Murry

Dolezal
Continued from page 1



Summer courses at Ferris State University are now open for enrollment. 
A wide variety of courses, which may be used to satisfy both program 
and general education requirements, are currently available. 

Students who enroll for at least six credits are eligible to receive free 
housing in North Hall, the newest residence hall on campus. North Hall 
is located adjacent to the University Center and is in close proximity to 
many academic buildings.

Questions may be directed toward the Office of the Dean, College of 
Arts and Sciences, at 231-591-3660.

For a complete 
list of courses 

that are offered

Friends Don’t Let Friends Plead Guilty
Call Samuels Law Office

231-796-8858
www.samuelslawoffice.com

Attorney: James R. Samuels
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 Many students have been wondering what is planned for the empty 
residence halls on campus, and it appears that nothing will be done with 
them anytime soon.
 Three residence halls — Taggart, Merrill and Travis — are currently un-
occupied. According to a 2016 Torch article by Harley Harrison, Merrill 
and Travis residents received an email stating the halls would be closing 
at the start of the 2017-18 school year.
 Ferris Vice President of Administration and Finance Jerry Scoby said 
that the halls will likely be demolished, but it may be a few years before 
any action to do so is taken.

 “What we don’t want to do is tear them down, im-
prove the site and then come back a year later and do 
something new there, because if we were to do it that 
way, we would actually be wasting money by dressing 
up the site after the building came down, and then 
when you come back in to build something else there, 
you’re going to tear up the landscaping and things 
that you put in,” Scoby said.
 Some students feel that the halls could continue to 
serve a purpose in the meantime rather than stand-
ing empty.

 “I think it’s unfortunate. I think there’s a lot that could be done and 
people could still live there, but I don’t know the exact specifics of why 
they closed. I have a lot of family members that went to Ferris, so they 
lived in those dorms and it’s kind of just sad to see that end,” Ferris in-
formation security and intelligence junior Marta Schick said.
 However, the closing of those halls is a matter of supply and demand 
between available housing and student enrollment.

 “It’s a question of if you’ve got so many beds to of-
fer and you have fewer students than that, you need 
to be thoughtful about the cost to open and operate a 
building,” Scoby said.
 Despite the empty buildings, North Hall was built in 
2017, and set an enviable new standard that is diffi-
cult for the other residence halls on campus to match.
 Ferris product design engineering technology fresh-
man Katherine Fodor believes students in the honors 
program deserve nicer buildings similar to North Hall.
 “It’s a slap in the face as an honors student, be-

cause for how hard we work, I feel like we deserve nicer, more techno-
logically advanced buildings that are closer to our classes on campus,” 
Fodor said.

Taggart, Merrill and Travis Halls 
remain empty indefinitely

The waiting 
game

Marta 
Schick

Katherine
Fodor

Photo by: Taylor Davis | Torch Photographer

Merrill Hall had stood empty since 2017, but its demolition is not in sight.

Join us  at  the Torch!   

WE  ARE  HIRING

Looking  for:  Production  staff

Come and visit us and fill out an application! 

Or contact our EIC: Megan Lewton

fsutorcheditor@gmail.com

Must be proficient with the Adobe Suite 
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LIFESTYLES “Not all heroes have the moral compass of the Avengers, or feel it’s their duty 
to protect society like the Justice League.”

- Briana Hammontree - See page 8 for story

Alicia Jaimes | Lifestyles Editor | jaimesa@ferris.edu

Briana Hammontree
Torch Reporter

 For Ferris medical lab-
oratory science freshman 
Brooke Allen, dealing with 

shoulder and back pain is 
something she has dealt with 
since before college.
 “I did hair for a while before 
I started here. I was in cosme-
tology for a few years and that 

screwed up my back a little bit. 
I sort of suffered through the 

pain,” Allen said.
 The American 
Chiropractic As-
sociation found 
that experts es-
timate up to 80 
percent of the 
population will 
experience back 
pain at some 
time in their 
lives.

 While Allen doesn’t find 
her conditions as se-

vere as other stu-
dents, she finds 

that students 

don’t always consider their own 
health when it comes to toting 
around heavy objects.
 “I think it does come from push-
ing ourselves too much, because 
I’m not super strong, so carrying 
a backpack with three books in it 
can be pretty heavy,” Allen said.
 Back and muscle aches can 
stem from various causes, in-
cluding poor posture, carrying too 
much, medical conditions or work-

ing long hours.
 “I think our 
jobs definitely 
play a role in 
back pain or 
you’re on your 
feet a lot,” Ferris 
forensic biolo-
gy junior Eileen 
Nelson said.
 However, stu-

dents can treat muscle and back 
pains, sometimes from the com-
fort of their own home.
 “If I have back pain, I’ll take med-
icine, but I’m fortunate enough to 
not have terrible back pain as oth-
ers might,” Ferris nursing junior 
Sydnee Jager said.

 Dr. Peter VanDeMark, M.D., 
at Birkam Health Center recom-
mends application of heat to the 
area, mild pain medication such as 
Tylenol and staying active.
 “It is the most common reason 

for adult doctor 
visits in the Unit-
ed States,” Van-
DeMark said. 
“In most cases, 
low back pain 
will resolve on 
its own in four 
to six weeks.”
 If back pain 
persists or a 

student begins to feel numbness 
or weakness in legs, fever, severe 
pain, had a recent fall or injury to 
the back and are having issues 
going to the bathroom, they should 
go to the doctor to seek medical 
guidance.
 Students with medical concerns 
can visitBirkam 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. or 
call at 231-591-2614. For emer-
gencies, call 911.

Tips before each stretch:

* Hold each stretch for 10 seconds, preferably for 30 
seconds. The longer these positions are held, the higher 

the pain relief.

* Don’t rush the movements. Use the time to relax.

* Breathing is key.

Tips for stretching in general:

* Stretch when you wake up.

* Stretch before you go to bed.

1. Child’s pose

What it does: Stretches lower back muscles

2. Cat/camel stretch

What it does: Helps in maintaining mobility of the spine 
and strengthening back muscles

3. Lower-back twist

What it does: Helps stretch lower back and glutes

4. Knee-to-chest stretch

What it does: Lengthens contracted low back muscles

5. The pelvic tilt

What it does: Helps bring movement to the pelvic area

Textbook injuries
My achy breaky back

Brooke 
Allen

Eileen 
Nelson

Dr. Peter
VanDeMark

Five stretches for 

aches and pains
Prevention.com’s “5 Stretches to Ease Your Lower Back Pain” 
and Bulletproof.com’s “5 Best Back Pain Stretches for Immedi-
ate Back Pain Relief” established tips to help alleviate back pain.

Preventing 
pains

Below is a list of practices students 
can do to prevent future back or 

muscle injuries:

* Maintain a healthy lifestyle, 
diet and weight.

* Avoid inactivity or bed rest.

* Stretch before exercise or 
physical activities.

* Maintain proper standing 
posture.

* Wear proper shoes.

* Lift with your knees and 
keep it close to your body; do 

not twist.

* Resist smoking, as smoking 
damages blood flow.

“Causes of Back Pain and Treatment 
Options” by Jonathan Cluett, M.D., on 

verywellhealth.com

Graphic by: Hannah Way | Production Assistant
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Photo submitted by Erica Foote

Ferris pre-pharmacy junior Erica Foote will be spending her spring break volunteering at the Animal Rescue Coalition (ARC).

Veronica Mascorro
Interim Reporter
 
 What started off as a require-
ment for the Ferris honors program 
has now evolved into a love for vol-
unteering.
 “I fell in love with it,” Ferris 
pre-pharmacy junior Erica Foote 
said. “I volunteer because I think 
that it’s important to give back to 
the community and it’s good for 
your soul. I really like giving back 
and helping other people. If I ever 
see anyone else having problems, I 
always like to help them out, so for 
me, volunteering is the same way.”
 Foote picks up weekly shifts on 
Wednesdays at the Animal Rescue 
Coalition (ARC) of Mecosta County, 
located in Big Rapids, and fills in 
whenever they need an extra hand.
 “Volunteering not only benefits 
me but as well the dogs. The dogs 
there are amazing. It doesn’t feel 
like work or typical volunteer com-
munity service work. I have fun do-
ing it and I enjoy it,” Foote said.
 Ferris advertising/integrative 
marketing communications senior 

Erin Patten works with Foote at 
the Center for Leadership, Activi-
ties and Career Services (CLACS) 
office and first met her two years 
ago when they worked together as 
orientation leaders.
 “She’s a very positive, upbeat 
and motivated person, and she 
does a lot of volunteer work, espe-
cially with ARC,” Patten said. “She 
loves the animals there, and she’ll 
wake up at 6 a.m. on Saturdays to 
walk the dogs.”
 Though it’s one of her passions, 
ARC is not the only place where 
Foote volunteers. To find other 
opportunities to help out, she will 

look on the Vol-
unteer Center 
website.
 “I see some-
thing pop up on 
the volunteering 
page that looks 
like something 
I’d like to do, I’ll 
sign up and go 
do it. I like to do 
that about once 

a month or so,” Foote said.
 The Volunteer Center is a re-
source available to all students 
that provides opportunities to give 
back to the community while meet-
ing new people.
 Ferris Career and Volunteer Cen-
ter Coordinator Michele Albright 
met Foote when she was originally 

looking for volunteer opportunities.
 “I think it is amazing that she 
has been able to provide service 
in a way that is meaningful for 

her,” Albright 
said, “Anyone 
that knows her 
knows that she 
loves animals 
and helping at 
ARC has been a 
great fit.”
 Albright also 
stresses the 
importance of 
v o l u n t e e r i n g 

and how useful it can be to any 
student.
 “Volunteering is not hard, does 
not have to be time consuming and 
can be fun,” Albright said. “Plus, it 
is greatly needed and appreciated. 
Many service organizations would 
not be able to operate without the 
contribution of caring volunteers.”
 The CLACS Volunteer Center pro-
vides listings of opportunities for 
students to enrich their lives and 
education through the services on 
campus and in the community. The 
Volunteer Center also provides an 
opportunity for students to record 
their co-curricular experiences and 
receive recognition of their efforts.
 For more information on how to 
volunteer, you can look at news 
posts on OrgSync, or contact the 
CLACS office at CLACS@ferris.edu.

Cheers for volunteers

It’s beyond 
simple puppy 

love

Erin
Patten

Michele
Albright

How to learn about volunteer opportunities

Visit volunteer center website http://ferris.orgsync.com/org/volunteercenter

Sign up for the Volunteer newsletter
https://orgsync.com/18804/forms/280611

Email the CLACS office
CLACS@ferris.edu

Paying it 

forward
What good deeds have you 

been doing?

“Once a week I meet with 
my friend Lesly to help her 

study.” 
– Ferris dental hygiene sophomore 

Taylor Swix

“I open doors for people all 
the time no matter where I 

am. Whether I’m back at my 
dorm or here at the Univer-
sity Center, I always open 

doors for people.” 
– Ferris criminal justice freshman 

Ryan Hoeksema

“I tutor people in math for 
free and I give my friends 

rides all the time.” 
– Ferris marketing freshman 

Randy Martinez

“I get a sub every day from 
Erbert and Gerbert’s and 

then I give it to my boyfriend 
because otherwise I don’t 

really eat them.” 
– Ferris accounting junior 

Serina Jackson

“My friend’s boyfriend 
broke up with her on Valen-
tine’s Day and I surprised 

her with flowers and choco-

lates to help cheer her up.” 
– Ferris pre-pharmacy sophomore 

Ayanna Williams

“I took some of my Lambda 
Chi Alpha brothers out to 

lunch the other day.” 
– Ferris journalism and technical 

communication junior 
Matthew Miller



Work on Mackinac Island This Summer – 
Make lifelong friends. The Island House Hotel 
and Ryba’s Fudge Shops are seeking help in 
all areas: Front Desk, Bell Staff, Wait Staff, 
Sales Clerks, Kitchen, Baristas. Dorm Housing, 
bonus, and discounted meals.

(906) 847-7196 
www.theislandhouse.com
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The Umbrella Academy

 “The Umbrella Academy” 
has it all: a great soundtrack, 
an eclectic cast, beautiful cin-
ematography and a dynamic 
plot.
 A Netflix original series, the 
show was adapted by the com-
ic of the same name created 
by My Chemical Romance lead 
singer Gerard Way and artist 
Gabriel Bá.
 The show’s first season fo-
cuses on a group of adopted 
sibling superheroes, the Har-
greeves, who reunite after the 
death of their father. As the au-
dience, we almost immediate-
ly realize this family is riddled 
with drama and dysfunction.
 From the beginning, we 
learn that many of the family 
members have hung up their 
masks for a semi-normal life — 
with the family members keep-
ing their distance from one 
another for some time.
 The Hargreeves siblings 
comprise actors Ellen Page 
(“Inception,” “Juno”), Tom 
Hopper (“Game of Thrones”), 
David Castaneda, Emmy Rav-
er-Lampman, Robert Sheehan 
(“Misfits”) and Aidan Gallagh-
er.
 Page plays Vanya, the black 
sheep of the family and “num-
ber seven” of the group; Hop-
per is Luther or “number one,” 
and reserves himself as the 
leader of the family; Castane-
da is Diego or “number two,” 
the bad boy; Raver-Lampman 

is Allison or “number three,” 
the celebrity; Sheehan plays 
Klaus or “number four,” the 
party-boy; and Gallagher is 
“number five,” the brains.
 Throughout its 10 episodes, 
we learn more about the Har-
greeves and their pasts, in-
cluding the absent “number 
six.” Aside from dealing with 
their family drama and father’s 
death, the Hargreeves must 
learn to set aside their differ-
ences to stop the impending 
apocalypse.
 Unlike the fast-paced, ac-
tion-packed films and televi-
sion series of the Marvel and 
DC Universe adaptations of 
comics, this Netflix original se-
ries is unapologetically unique 
in its quirky factor.
 Not all heroes have the mor-
al compass of the Avengers, 
or feel it’s their duty to protect 
society like the Justice League, 
but rather find themselves get-
ting hung up in their own per-
sonal issues and acting like 
everyday people.
 The show captures the im-
portance of family and uni-
ty, but also reminds us that 
sometimes being selfish is OK 
too — even on the brink of the 
apocalypse.

Briana Hammontree
Torch Reporter
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Before going on break, answer the questions below and test your spring break knowledge!

Spring Break

Down
1. Common spring break activity
2. You may spend your break doing another 
spring activity
6. If you aren’t going on break with your 
friends, you may go visit __________

Across
3. Common beachwear attire
4. As the snow melts, you hope it doesn’t start 
_____________
5. You’ll lose an hour of spring break because of this
7. Common spring break destination
8. Month of spring break
9. We hope you’ll catch up on this during break
10. Something you’d find in Florida but not Michigan Across:   3. Bikini    4. Raining    5. Daylight savings    

7. Florida    8. March    9. Sleep    10. Alligators
Down:  1. Drinking    2. Spring cleaning    6. Family ANSWER KEY

Promotional Photo



231.796.5899 I venloplace.com I tioga-park.com
northlandflats.com I 231.598.9152

Tioga Park Riverfront  
Apartments

Venlo Place Apartments

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE 
Free Hi-Speed Internet and Cable • Friendly Staff •  

Free food Fridays • 24/7 Fitness Center • In Unit 

Washer & Dryers • Venlo Place: Volleyball Court 

• Basketball • Walking Distance to Ferris State •  

Tioga Park:  Riverfront Access • 2 Stall Garages 

• Luxury Apartments

Mention this ad and Enter to Win a quarterly drawing valued from $300-$500 when you sign a lease!  

231.796.5899 | venloplace.com | tioga-park.com

Tioga Park  
Riverfront Apartments

Venlo Place Apartments

Tioga Park Riverfront  
Apartments

Venlo Place Apartments

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE 
Free Hi-Speed Internet and Cable • Friendly Staff •  

Free food Fridays • 24/7 Fitness Center • In Unit 

Washer & Dryers • Venlo Place: Volleyball Court 

• Basketball • Walking Distance to Ferris State •  

Tioga Park:  Riverfront Access • 2 Stall Garages 

• Luxury Apartments

Mention this ad and Enter to Win a quarterly drawing valued from $300-$500 when you sign a lease!  

231.796.5899 | venloplace.com | tioga-park.com

Tioga Park  
Riverfront Apartments

Venlo Place Apartments

WE OFFER OVER 10 DIFFERENT FLOOR PLAN OPTIONS.  
RATES STARTING AS LOW AS $430 PER MONTH.  

Roommate Matching Available. Just a few full 4 Bedroom Units left.

Say...

at

Sign this week and get a  
Free Spring Break Swag Bag, 
While supplies last! 
Loaded with lots of fun goodies 
just in time for spring break. 

$250 OFF THE SECURITY DEPOSIT  
WHEN SIGNING BEFORE SPRING BREAK!

Find us on Facebook and 
Instagram for new specials 

and upcoming events.
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Ferris product design engineering senior Sirinporn Phakamad relaxes in a hammock. 

The great outdoors

Marissa Russell
Interim Reporter

 The Ferris Outdoor Club spent 
Thursday, Feb. 28, at the Student 
Recreation Centre (Rec) promot-
ing the opening for their new gear 
rental store.
 Located in the Rec, the gear 
rental store will offer students the 
opportunity to enjoy the outdoors 
and learn a little more about the 

Outdoor Club 
itself.
 “Our big rule 
here is we ac-
cept anyone 
that loves the 
outdoors,” Fer-
ris mechanical 
and product 
design engi-
neering junior 

and Outdoor Club community 
service chair Jeffery Maddison 
said. “Whether you’re into hiking, 
fishing, camping, backpacking, 
kayaking, whatever your thing is, 
it’s welcome here.”
 During this event, students 
played giant Jenga, created their 
own trail mix, and participated in 
various drawings and giveaways. 
There was also a paracord brace-
let and keychain making station.
 Ferris adventure coordinator 
Jayna Wekenman oversaw the 

opening and 
hoped this 
rental store 
will make ad-
venture more 
affordable and 
e n c o u r a g e 
students to ex-
plore the sur-
rounding area. 
This store will 

also give visitors the opportuni-
ty to “test” products by renting 
them instead of buying them.
 Along with planning events, 
the Outdoor Club manage their 
own trips and spend time helping 
their community.
 “The big thing is we try to plan 
a lot of events. We do a lot of hik-
ing, backpacking, camping, stuff 
like that. We try to do a little bit 
of community service type stuff,” 
Maddison said.
 The Outdoor Club strives for 
everything and anything with the 
outdoors, while at the same time 
educating their members on sus-
tainable recreation and respect-
ful use of natural resources, ac-
cording to Maddison.
 One group they interact with 
most is the Muskegon River Wa-
tershed Assembly (MRWA), where 
they do a lot of volunteer work, 
collecting macros vertebrates 
out of rivers and watersheds for 
MRWA to research. The Outdoor 
Club helps MRWA in preserving, 
protecting and restoring the Mus-
kegon River.
 While Maddison enjoys spend-
ing time with club members, 
Ferris pre-optometry senior and 

Outdoor Club secretary Bethany 
Riess likes the relaxed environ-
ment the club has to offer.
 “You just come and relax and 
do stuff. It’s not like you have to 
be here for this and that all the 
time. It’s not overwhelming, it’s 
just enjoyable,” Riess said.
 As well as community service 
opportunities, the Outdoor Club 
will plan different types of trips 
for club members, including 
spring break trips. In 2018, mem-
bers went to Kentucky to visit 
the Mammoth Caves with a re-
searching biology professor. Club 
members helped with research 
and were able to enter caves not 
accessible to the public.
 While it’s harder for the group 
to do things outdoors in the win-
ter, the Outdoor Club still tries to 
find activities for their members 
to participate in. The weekend 
of Saturday, March 2, members 
went to Fort Custer to rent out 
a cabin, go ice fishing, hike and 
make igloos.
 “We like to do whatever we can 
outdoors. The Outdoor Club is for 
anyone who likes to adventure, 
regardless of their level of skill or 
experience. We want to help peo-
ple learn more ways to enjoy our 
natural resources in a respectful 
and sustainable way,” Riess said.
 For more information about 
the club, visit their Orgsync page 
or go to their meetings 11 a.m. 
Tuesdays in the Card Wildlife Ed-
ucation Center.

Jeffery
Maddison

Jayna 
Wekenman

Plenty of options 
for the fresh air 
crowd
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 “At the end of the day, we’re all playing a game that we love, so that’s always 
something to stay positive about and not get down about.” 

- Trevor Recktenwald - See page 11 for story

Michael Reedy
Torch Reporter

 Another year, another record 
with over 20 games in the win 
column for Ferris. 
 Thursday, Feb. 21, the Bull-
dogs beat Great Lakes Inter-
collegiate Athletic Conference 
(GLIAC) opponent University of 
Purdue Northwest, which was 
the Bulldogs’ 20th win on the 
season. This win may have been 
overlooked, as it was just anoth-
er Thursday away game that the 
Bulldogs came up on the winning 
side. However, that 20th win 
marks the fifth straight season 
that the Bulldogs’ men basket-
ball team achieved 20 or more 
wins in a season, which is a pro-
gram record. 
 “I just think we had a lot of 
great players and a lot of great 
coaches,” Ferris basketball head 
coach Andy Bronkema said. “Any 
time you have a record like that, 
it is just a testament to the play-
ers that you have had and the 
coaches that you had on your 
staff, and hopefully we can keep 
rolling.”
 The Bulldogs have been under 
Bronkema as their head coach 
for the past six seasons. During 
his first season as head coach in 
the 2013-14 season, they post-
ed a record of 10-16, which was 
the worst season the Bulldogs 
had since the 2007-08 season. 
After his subpar inaugural sea-
son, Bronkema’s mentality made 
the program completely turn-
around and be in the winning po-
sition that they are still in. Since 
going 10-16, Bronkema’s teams 
have posted an overall record 
133-36 throughout the past five 
seasons.
 “He is a crazy intense guy, in 
a good way,” Ferris junior wing 
Greg Williams said. “He loves 
his job, you can tell he is super 

passionate. He is almost a little 
obsessed about it, which you 
kind of have to be to be a good 
coach. He is obsessed about 
doing the right thing and being 
a good coach and his philoso-
phy is kind of like, wins are good 
but it is about being good young 
men, pretty much, building us to 
be good husbands and be good 
fathers.”
 Bronkema said after he be-
came the head coach, he did not 
change that much. He kept the 
momentum going and was fortu-
nate to have really good players 
and coaches in his program.
 Along with Bronkema, there 
are two players on the roster that 
have been a part of the team for 
the past five winning seasons: 
Ferris senior post Andrew Mea-
cham and Ferris senior wing 
Markese Mayfield. Not only did 
these two play a key role in the 
road to the 2018 national cham-
pionship, but were also import-
ant to accomplishing the winning 
records.
 “It is a great feeling, it is an 
amazing feeling,” Meacham 
said. “Me and Markese have 
been here for all five years and 
going from redshirts, going from 
scout team to part of the rotation 
and helping the team out wher-
ever it can be. It is just a great 
feeling to be a part of that.”
 The Bulldogs, who are 20-11 
as they head into the first round 
of the GLIAC tournament, will 
look to run the table as a fourth 
seed to try and become tour-
nament champions for the fifth 
straight year. The Bulldogs still 
hold onto the record for consecu-
tive tournament championships.
 The Bulldogs are set to face 
the Northern Michigan University 
Wildcats in the GLIAC quarterfi-
nals 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 5, in 
Wink Arena.

A winning 
tradition

Ferris men’s basketball adds another 
program record

2014-15
OVERALL: 23-9
SEASON RESULTS: GLIAC 
tournament champions, 
lost in the first round of 
the NCAA tournament.

2015-16
OVERALL: 24-10
SEASON RESULTS: GLIAC 
tournament champions, 
lost in NCAA regional 
championship

2016-17
OVERALL: 28-5
SEASON RESULTS: GLIAC 

tournament champions, 
lost in NCAA regional 
semifinal

2017-18
OVERALL: 38-1
SEASON RESULTS: GLIAC 
tournament champions, 
Division II National 
Champions

2018-19 
(Through regular season)
OVERALL: 20-11
SEASON RESULTS: TBD

Michael Reedy
Torch Reporter

 For the first time in program history, the Ferris hock-
ey team will not compete in the conference postsea-
son.
 The Bulldogs, who finished with an overall record 
of 10-23-3 and ninth overall with 24 points in the 
Western Collegiate Hockey Association (WCHA), will 
not see the postseason, as a 5-2 loss Friday, March 
1 against the Lake Superior State University Lakers 
sealed the deal. Ferris finished four points behind Al-
abama-Huntsville, who secured the eighth and final 
postseason spot.
 This is the first time the Bulldogs could not get more 

than ten wins since the 1978-79 
season, where they also went 10-
23.
 “I thought we could not get our 
teams synced up with our goalten-
ding at times,” Ferris hockey head 
coach Bob Daniels said. “Some 
games I felt the team as a whole did 
not play well and we got really good 
goaltending. Other nights I thought 
the team as a whole played really 

well, and our goaltending was not up to speed.”
 What looked like a promising start to the season, 
as Ferris started out 4-4, fell once they got into the 
heart of conference play. After that start to the sea-
son, the Bulldogs went on to go 0-10-1, which includes 
two overtime losses and one shootout loss that would 
result in a tie. During that stretch, the Bulldogs were 
outscored 51-27 and lost five weekend series until 
they split the weekend with the University of Minne-
sota Dec. 29.
 One factor in the Bulldogs’ goaltending was that 
Ferris junior goaltender Justin Kapelmaster was on 
and off the ice with injuries throughout the season, 
which forced Ferris freshman goaltender Roni Salmen-
kangas to fill in a big role that usually takes some time 
for young goalies to get accustomed to. The Bulldogs 
ranked last in the WCHA in goals against per game, 
at 3.42 per game and 123 total goals scored against 
throughout their 36-game season.
 “I felt like we went through a lot of adversity this 

year with a couple injuries, the goaltending injuries in 
general,” Ferris junior defenseman Nate Kallen said. “I 
felt like when we beat Minnesota after that 11-game 
skid, it was a big win and we kind of went uphill from 
there. It is just unfortunate that we had a few key loss-

es, like in Alabama we lost in over-
time, it really hurt us. Playoffs did 
not go the way we wanted to, but I 
felt like we had ups and downs.”
 Ferris went into overtime in eight 
different games and lost six of 
those while dropping a seventh in 
the shootout. On top of their over-
time losses, the Bulldogs had a 
handful of one goal games that they 
dropped as well.
 “I felt like our record did not re-

flect how we were,” Kallen said. “We just had probably 
10 one goal game losses, we just could not finish, but 
it could go one way or another. I just felt like we played 
well in a lot of these games where we lost by one goal, 
we just did not finish.”
 Since the season is officially over, it is time for the 
program to start looking ahead to see what the Bull-
dogs need to change or improve to be where they want 
to be when the 2019-20 season starts.
 “I think there is some cultural things that we can 
work on building within the team,” Daniels said. “That 
can be done through some of our off-ice training and 
how we approach it. While the culture is not bad, is it 
a championship culture? It is not yet. We have to work 
on building that right now and that can take place 
through things off the ice, and obviously we will review 
all of our systems, like are we doing the right things on 
the ice as coaches.”
 Kallen said although it is hard to do in the summer, 
if the team can work on staying together once August 
rolls around and everyone does their part, they will be 
very successful next season.
 The Bulldogs finished their season with a win. Al-
though there were no implications on the line and they 
were already out of contention, Daniels said that it is 
up there for one of his most memorable wins, with the 
leadership from the seniors, along with Ferris senior 
forward Corey Mackin tallying his 100th career point 
and went on to tack one more.

Wrong side of history

Ferris hockey misses conference playoffs for first time

Photo by: Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Ferris hockey head coach Bob Daniels watches over his players’ shoulders during the last home series of the season against 

Alabama-Huntsville, which they split with a 2-0 loss Friday, Feb. 22 and 5-2 win Saturday, Feb. 23.

Bob
Daniels

Nate
Kallen



Nice 4 B/R, 2 Bath home for rent on 
Muskegon River close to campus. 
Rent includes heat, electric, water, 

garbage, washer dryer, internet and 
cable. Partially furnished. Dock & use 

of pontoon. 
$525/mo per tenant  

plus security deposit. 
Aug through May. 810-338-9618.

FOR RENT
Wrights Last ChanCe saLoon 

located in Hawkins approx. 15 minutes from Ferris 
State, is currently looking to hire cooks, bartenders, and 
servers. No experience needed we will train you. If you 

are interested in applying you can do so at the establish-
ment (13645 N Cottonwood Ave. Reed City, MI 49677), 

must have reliable transportation and be at least 18 
years old. If you have any questions regarding this ad 

please contact Pam (owner) at 231-832-2094.
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Noah Poser
Torch Reporter

 The Top Dawg honors for this week belong 
to Shaniya Huggins, a sophomore guard on 
the Ferris women’s basketball team.
 Huggins had a breakout game against 
Lake Superior State University (LSSU) 
Thursday, Feb. 28. Her performance helped 
pave the way for a 68-59 victory by the Bull-
dogs. The win pushed the team’s record to 
14-12 and 11-9 in conference play.
 While Huggins wasn’t all that pleased 
with her defensive performance, she was 
much happier about her game on offense. 
 “Individually, I think I made some shots 
were important for our team down the 
stretch,” Huggins said. “I got out in tran-
sition, which is something our team loves 
to do because it is very hard to guard. But, 
there is always room for improvement.”
 Huggins was the catalyst on offense for 
the Bulldogs in this one, as she had 18 
points on 8-15 shooting. She also made 
one of her two three-point attempts and 
helped in setting up her teammates, as she 
dished out five assists.
 On defense, Huggins was pretty active, 
despite her saying that she “should have 

stepped up more” on that side of the floor. 
She collected six rebounds, all of which 
came on the defensive glass, and also add-
ed in a steal.
 For some perspective, Huggins has 
played in 22 games this season and is av-
eraging 9.7 points per game, along with 5.3 
assists per game. Huggins also averages 
3.4 rebounds and 1.7 steals in 29.7 min-
utes per game.
 The 18 points scored by Huggins now sit 
as her fourth-highest scoring output on the 
season, while the six rebounds match her 
second-best total of the season.
 The win extended the team’s winning 
streak to three games and allowed them to 
complete a two-game sweep of LSSU in the 
regular season.
 Huggins was also selected as the Great 
Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
(GLIAC) North Division Player of the Week 
for the second time during the 2018-19 
season.
 The Bulldogs have the fifth seed in 
the GLIAC tournament and will take on 
fourth-seeded Northern Michigan Universi-
ty in the opening round. The game will be 
played 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 5, in the Ber-
ry Events Center.Photo by: Megell Strayhorn | Multimedia Editor

Shaniya Huggins

Follow us on twitter 
@fsutorch for live 

updates on the game!

Can’t COME 
to a Ferris 

SPortING event?

Hockey seniors some of the best leaders program has seen
Leaders on and off the ice

Cora Hall
Sports Editor

 Through the highest of highs and the lowest of lows, the 
six seniors of the Ferris hockey team have grown into lead-
ers of the program over the last four years.
 According to Ferris hockey head coach Bob Daniels, the 
group has been one of the best displays of leadership he’s 

seen during a season that left them all 
wanting more. 
 “We’ve had a hard year — we hav-
en’t had a year like this in a long time, 
maybe never. So it’s a really tough deal 
and yet, through it, that class has kept 
things together,” Daniels said. “We’ve 
never stopped working in practice.” 
 Among the seniors, who are all gradu-
ating this spring, are four forwards: Jacob 
Hetz, Trevor Recktenwald, Craig Pefley 
and captain Corey Mackin. The other two 

seniors are defensemen: Zac Tierney and alternate captain 
Ryker Killins.
 “They control the locker room,” Daniels said. “So, I’m 
thankful to them for a lot of things, but I think this might 
have been one of the better leadership jobs I’ve ever seen 

because it’s not fun losing and losing at 
the pace we are. It’s not fun but they’re 
keeping it together.”
 The group was in their freshman year 
when Ferris won the Western Collegiate 
Hockey Association playoffs, the first time 
in program history the team had brought 
home the trophy. They went on to the 
NCAA West Regional Final where they lost 
to Denver, but the postseason run is a 
favorite memory for Recktenwald, Killins 
and Mackin.

 “It was really cool to be able to win that in Grand Rapids 

and be able to bring the trophy back here to Big Rapids and 
share it with the community,” Recktenwald said. 
 After freshman year, the team seemed to be on a down-
ward spiral the next three years, posting a losing record 
each season. Challenges were faced by the team and by 
individuals, including major injuries for Mackin that led to 

two surgeries the summer before his ju-
nior year, and minor injuries for Killins 
that kept him benched for nearly half of 
his senior season. 
 For Killins, it was one of the hardest tri-
als he overcame in his career. After suffer-
ing from a concussion that kept him out 
of play for a short time, Killins sustained a 
high ankle sprain during the first period of 
his first game back this season, according 
to Daniels. 
 “Probably my ankle injury this year, es-

pecially it being my senior year, missing the amount of time 
I did — that was probably one of the toughest things I’ve had 
to do,” Killins said.
 Daniels said Killins’ dedication to his recovery was en-
couraging to the rest of the team, even though he didn’t 
travel and was somewhat detached from the team at times. 
 “He was always encouraging, though,” Daniels said. “But 
I think one of the things we all appreciated was how hard he 
worked at coming back. He would come in twice a day for 
treatments on that ankle and I think there was a leadership 
quality there of how hard he worked to get back and he got 
back from a high ankle sprain as quick as you can. Probably 
earlier than we thought he would, we thought he might even 
miss the whole year. So to see that kind of desire kind of 
play out, that’s leadership by example at that point.”
 The most vocal leader on the team is Mackin, according to 
Daniels. It’s one of the qualities that earned him the position 
of captain this year.
 “It helps when your captains are vocal and it helps when 
they’re really good players,” Daniels said. “But you know I 

appreciate when they’re vocal, but not to the point where it’s 
overbearing. If Corey were to say something to a player like, 
‘Hey, your practice habits need to improve,’ it would really hit 
home because he’s not the kind to say something like that 
unless it was really called for.”
  Mackin said when it got tough this season, he knew he 
had to stay positive and keep up the energy throughout the 
team.

 “We knew we were playing pretty good 
hockey, just pucks weren’t bouncing our 
way. So, we just needed to try our best 
to keep positive energy on the bench, 
through practice, in the workout room 
and just keep the positive energy going 
and keep bringing it day in and day out,” 
Mackin said.
 In his final game as a Bulldog, Mackin 
reached a career milestone that put him 
in rare company. He not only reached 100 

career points, but he went above and scored two goals to get 
101 career points in the 3-2 win Saturday, March 2, against 
Lake Superior State University. Mackin’s second goal was 
also his 10th goal of the year and he became one of the 
few to score 10 or more times in each of his four seasons 
at Ferris. 
 According to Daniels, the seniors are very tight-knit and 
will be lifelong friends as he sees it. The group of seniors 
also carries greater than a 3.5 GPA individually, and their 
dedication to academics exceeded his expectations.
 “I guess one thing I have been pleasantly surprised by is 
the quality of students they all are. I think sometimes, too, 
that’s a cultural thing that when certain guys, academics 
is really important to them and they study a lot. It kind of 
pulls everybody along and I think that helps,” Daniels said. 
“I think that class as a group has a culture of really achieving 
in the classroom, and I think that that’s helped permeate in 

Bob
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Seniors| see page 12
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Shorts

Michael Reedy
Torch Reporter

Ferris football announces spring 
game
 Every year, the Ferris football 
team holds the annual Crimson 
& Gold spring football game, 
which showcases the program 
and makes use of the majority 
of the team to get a feel for what 
is ahead in the fall. The annual 
spring game is set for noon April 
27 on Top Taggart Field.
 This game is used to plan for 
the fall and give players the op-
portunity to shine and fight for a 
starting spot for the following sea-
son. It is also a way for the coach-
es to see what kind of schemes 
work for different offenses and 
defenses, as well as try some 
new plays to try and catch their 
opponents off guard in the fall.
 Fans are encouraged to attend 
the game.

Baroja earns GLIAC Player of 
the Week
 Pablo Munoz Baroja, a junior 
on the Ferris men’s tennis team, 
earned Great Lakes Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference Player 
of the Week honors Wednesday, 
Feb. 27. Baroja went 2-0 in sin-
gles and gave the Bulldogs their 
only victory against the University 
of Indianapolis (Indiana) Grey-
hounds Friday, Feb. 22. Baroja 
also won 6-3, 6-3 in singles and 
6-4 in doubles to give Ferris the 
6-1 victory over the Tiffin Univer-
sity (Ohio) Dragons.

Cody Stilwell to Div. II National 
Indoor Track Championship
 Ferris senior thrower Cody 
Stilwell, a member of the Fer-
ris men’s indoor track and field 
team, was chosen to compete 
in the NCAA Division II National 
Indoor Championships. Stilwell, 
among 18 other throwers across 
the country, is set to compete 
Friday, March 8, and Saturday, 
March 9, in Pittsburg, Kansas, at 
the Robert W. Plaster Center.
 Stilwell holds the 11th best 
throw overall at 19.81 meters 
headed into the national cham-
pionships. The stage is not new 
for Stilwell, as he was chosen 
last year to compete in the weight 
throw, where he finished 11th 
overall with a throw of 19.27 me-
ters.

Anderson GLIAC Player of the 
Week for a second time
 Ferris sophomore guard Adri-
enne Anderson took home the 
women’s basketball Great Lakes 
Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence (GLIAC) Player of the Week 
honors for the second time this 
season. Her performances the 
week before earned her the 
award with a total of 30 points, 
10 assists, eight rebounds, sev-
en steals and two blocks in the 
team’s two victories. Anderson 
also scored the game-winning 
shot against University of Wiscon-
sin-Parkside Saturday, Feb. 23, to 
keep the Bulldogs in fifth place in 
the GLIAC heading into the post-
season. 

our younger kids, too. They learn from the older guys.”
 Killins and Recktenwald agreed that getting a degree was one of 
their most important goals and it’s the reason they’re at Ferris.
 “I think we have a very high work ethic and a very high standard that 
we all hold each other accountable to and you can see it on the ice. 

We’re working really hard in practice, in games, and it translates over 
into the classroom as well,” Recktenwald said. 
 Despite finishing the season with one of the worst records the team 
has seen and being left out of the playoffs for the first time in program 
history, Recktenwald and Killins voiced their gratitude for the opportu-
nity to play college hockey.
 “At the end of the day, we’re all playing a game that we love, so 
that’s always something to stay positive about and not get down 
about,” Recktenwald said.

Seniors
Continued from page 11

Photo by: Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Ryker Killins #7  |  D

Major: Marketing

Hometown:
Wawa, Ontario, Canada

GP: 102
Points: 435
Goals: 12
Assists: 23
GWG: 2

Photo by: Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Corey Mackin #21  |  F

Major: Business administra-
tion, marketing sales minor

Hometown:
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

GP: 149
Points: 101
Goals: 43
Assists: 58
Game winning goals (GWG): 7

Photo by: Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Craig Pefley #24  |  F

Major: Finance, economics 
minor

Hometown:
St. Clair, Michigan

GP: 78
Points: 41
Goals: 13
Assists: 28
GWG: 2

Photo by: Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Trevor Recktenwald #12  |  F

Major: Business data 
analytics, computer 
information systems minor

Hometown:
Venetia, Pennsylvania

GP: 115
Points: 27
Goals: 11
Assists: 16
GWG: 1

Photo by: Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Zac Tierney #27  |  D

Major: Finance, economics 
minor

Hometown:
London, Ontario, Canada

GP: 85
Points: 17
Goals: 4
Assists:13
GWG: 1

Photo by: Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Jacob Hetz #28  |  F

Major: Computer 
information systems

Hometown:
Glenshaw, Pennsylvania 

GP: 107
Points: 21
Goals: 9
Assists: 12
GWG: 2
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Dear Mother NatureChat with the chief
Editor in Chief, Megan Lewton

The Ferris State Torch is 
published on 27 Wednesdays 
throughout the academic year. 

This student-run newspaper 
is printed by The Pioneer Group.

 Student media retain the same 
rights, responsibilities, privileges 
and protections afforded by the 
First and Fourteenth Amendments 
of the U.S. Constitution and under 
applicable state laws.
 The Torch and fsutorch.com, the 
student newspaper and its accom-
panying online version focused on 
Ferris State University, are public 
forums for student expression. 
Student editors have the authority 
and responsibility to make all con-
tent decisions without censorship 
or advanced approval for both the 
print and online editions of the 

student newspapers.

OUR LOCATION
Alumni Building 013
410 Oak Street
Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307
fsutorch.com/letter-to-the-editor/

 The Ferris State Torch  
welcomes comments on topics of 
interest to the general readership. 
Letters should not exceed 300 words 
in length and The Torch reserves the 
right to edit for length. Letters will not  
be edited for grammar, punctuation 
or spelling. The Torch will not print 
letters deemed to be libelous or 
obscene. All letters must be signed 
by their authors and include his or 
her phone number. 
 Unsigned editorials appearing 
on this page are the opinion of The 
Torch and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the university’s 
administration, faculty or staff. 
Signed columns represent the opin-
ion of the writer. Inquiries regarding 
editorial content should be directed 
to the Editor in Chief at  
(231) 591-5978.

To advertise with the Torch, contact 
Bray Benner at the Pioneer Group:
(231) 592-8391.
bbenner@pioneergroup.com

 You remember me, right? I 
curse at you pretty much every 
morning while I pray for dear life 
as I walk to class. I’m hoping 
you’re familiar with me; after all, I 
am talking about you all the time.
 I’m in a bind here, Mother 
Nature. It is the first week of 
March and the end to the win-
ter weather is not in sight. Sure, 
there’s still a couple weeks left 
of winter, so I really shouldn’t 
complain. 
 But, just because I shouldn’t 
doesn’t mean I won’t.
 I will be frank, Mother Nature: 
these weather patterns are driving 
me mad. I miss the days when I 
could walk outside, feel the mild 
air and not meticulously stare at 
my feet, watching my every step 
as I navigate the icy walkways. 
I miss the days when I could go 

without wearing gloves and my fin-
gers wouldn’t be red and numb. I 
miss the days when I’d never have 
to worry about cancelling plans 
due to the feet of snow coating the 
roads, causing car accidents and 
traffic jams. 
 As an optimistic person, I 
made the mistake of believing 
the storms you caused in January 
would be the worst of it. And that’s 
probably true: they were the worst 
of it. However, the rest hasn’t 
been so great. 
 The Feb. 24 storm was the one 
that put me over the edge. How 
can it be snowing AGAIN? All it 
does is snow. We don’t even have 
room for it all!
 One day in the distant future, I’ll 
have kids and they’ll ask me why 
there is still snow on the ground in 
July. I’ll have to tell them that the 

ridiculously-high snow piles still 
haven’t melted from the winter 
of 2019, where the winter storms 
barely stopped and everything 
was bad.
 It’s not that I’m not grateful. I 
always praise you where praise 
is due. I frequently express my 
gratitude for beautiful autumn 
mornings, hot and sunny summer 
days — perfect for spending in the 
pool — and rainstorms that make 
you want to curl up and be cozy. I 
compliment your weather patterns 
when they are nice, and there’s a 
lot that fall into this category.
 But lately, it appears you’ve 
forgotten how to do anything other 
than create these massive flurries 
and ice storms (and it’s never just 
a dusting of snow. You believe 
in “Go big or go home,” and you 
almost always go big). And quite 

honestly, I can’t take it anymore.
 I thought complaining to you 
would be the best solution, but 
clearly that isn’t working, so I’m 
asking you for mercy. Please, for 
me and every other Michigander, 
spare us. Put an end to this mess, 
at least for now. I can’t afford a 
tropical vacation and I’d like my 
home state to be at least tolerable 
until I can.
 Mother Nature, hear us out. 
This weather is depressing, dan-
gerous and far overdone. We’ve 
received enough snow this winter 
to last us a lifetime, but I’m just 
asking that you make it last for 
the season.
 Please protect the sanity of 
everyone affected by this. If I see 
another person stuck in the snowy 
road or slipping on a patch of ice, I 
might just lose my mind.

OPINIONS “Now that more and more people are recognizing that teachers are vital in 
all communities, their salaries are only going to go up.” 

 - Sydney Stevens - See page 15 for story

Jonny Parshall | Opinions Editor | parshar@ferris.edu
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 During the spring semester, 
many students start to feel beat 
down and have no energy. This 
is when the countdown to spring 
break starts.  
 Spring break is a great time 
to be with friends or family. It’s 
a time for students to get out 
of college and away from their 
home to take a relaxing break. 
It’s always nice to get away from 
the brutal Michigan winter and 
spend a week bathing in the sun.  
 Even though I am not much of 
an outdoor fanatic, I love to sit 
beside a pool and read a good 
book. I feel like I have more ener-
gy, and don’t want to pull my hair 
out from the stress of college 
and keeping my grades up. 
 Adventuring out somewhere 
new and different has always 
been a passion of mine, too. 
Living in the same city all my life 
has made it hard to go see some-
thing new, but during spring 
break I could almost visit a dif-
ferent world. Going somewhere 
new allows you the chance to try 
new foods, interact with a vari-
ety of cultures and meet unique 
people.  
 Spring break is also a time to 
get wild when in college. Most 
spring breakers go with their 
friends instead of family, so they 
have more freedom. Students 
are free to do almost whatever 
they want and not have to worry 

about parents, RAs or any other 
authority figure, other than the 
police.  
 Going on spring break can be 
therapeutic in a way. It helps stu-
dents release stress they’ve had 
all semester and blow off some 
steam. Some students also feel 
more depressed during winter 
months because of the winter 
blues. Going somewhere warm-
er where they can get Vitamin 
D can improve their outlook on 
school and help them finish the 
semester strong.  
 Money is very tight during the 
college years, so many students 
can’t afford a road trip to the 
beach; however, working a few 
extra hours during the summer 
or not going out to eat as much 
can help save money to go on 
vacation. Making plans early on 
and budgeting can help make 
your spring break dream come 
true.  
 People say college years are 
their best years and going on 
spring break is one way to make 
memories. Nobody remembers 
the nights they stayed at home 
and watched Hulu.

D I V IDED
OP IN IONS
What’s the best way to 
spend spring break?

 Nine out of ten times, plans 
fall through; that’s an official 
statistic that I just read.
 Well, OK, it actually isn’t. I 
might just be a bit salty that my 
spring break plans fell through, 
but, if anything, it has made me 
realize that making plans for 
spring break is pretty unnec-
essary. 
 In all reality, who actually has 
time for spring break plans with 
the amount of work we receive? 
Having a break is really nice, 
but I know that I would be 
stressed out the whole trip if I 
had work that I needed to do, 
which I do. 
 I have assignments from all 
sorts of classes. I have papers I 
need to write, as well as articles 
for the Torch and for my jour-
nalism classes. And as much 
as I’d like to say that I’d finish 
my assignments before spring 
break, I know that it’s most like-
ly not going to happen, because 
let’s be honest: who does that? 
I’m sure I’ll make an attempt 
on my assignments, but in all 
reality, I might just wait until 
the last day to do it, just like 
everyone else. 
 Plus, who needs to go to 
sunny Florida when you could 
stay in the comfort of your own 
bed, binge watch your favor-

ite shows and pig out on junk 
food? And if you’re a person 
who loves to be with their 
family, like me, you can spend 
your whole break with them. 
Personally, I can’t wait to see 
my little sister and spend time 
with her. 
 We haven’t even talked about 
the cost yet. Going on vacation 
is crazy expensive. You have to 
pay for a method to get to your 
destination, and on top of that, 
you need money for food and a 
place to stay, and additionally 
extra spending money. Do your 
bank account a favor and try to 
not leave it remaining at $0.50.
 And let’s be honest, you prob-
ably shouldn’t be spending your 
tax return on plane tickets or 
hotel rooms. You should prob-
ably be saving it up for all the 
books and access codes you’ll 
have to buy next semester. 
 Now, I am in no way trying 
to be a Debby Downer; I’m just 
trying to be realistic and the 
voice of reason that you just 
might need to hear. We’re all 
broke college kids who probably 
shouldn’t be spending the little 
money that we have.

Veronica Mascorro
Interim ReporterMarissa Russell

Interim Reporter

VACAY STAYCAY
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What is the Torch 
question of the 

week?

 As an undecided sophomore, I have been contemplating 
what I want to study. 
 I always told myself that I want a respectable career of 
which my parents would be proud. The list that popped up 
in my mind never included “teacher” until I realized that I 
was really good at helping people with math. I then began 
to think about why I never considered teaching respect-
able. I couldn’t come up with any of my own reasons, but I 
did recall all of the negativity thrown at teachers from the 
media. More specifically, the phrase, “Those who can’t do, 
teach,” comes to mind. 
 The negativity that is geared toward the teaching profes-

sion is not only wrong, but it can make people who want to 
be teachers feel like they’re not enough. This was a person-
al struggle with me because I love children, math and help-
ing others, but the only thing that harbored all three of my 
interests was something a lot of adults I respected spoke 
down on. It wasn’t until a conversation with my godmother 
that I finally realized I wanted to be a math teacher and that 
anybody who speaks poorly of the teaching profession is a 
dunce. The negative feelings toward teaching are primarily 
inspired by the low salary of teachers and the behavior of 
the students. 
 While a teacher’s salary might leave something to be 
desired, it has slowly been increasing over the years. 
According to MLive, the salary for Michigan teachers aver-
aged $62,260 in the 2016-17 school year. This may not 

seem like a huge amount of money when you compare it 
to the salary of a neurologist, but when you stop and think 
realistically about the type of life the average person lives, 
it is decent. Also, now that more and more people are rec-
ognizing that teachers are vital in all communities, their 
salaries are only going to go up. 
 I don’t know how many times I have heard somebody say 
they couldn’t be a teacher because the kids in this gener-
ation have no home training. And they are absolutely right. 
They couldn’t be a teacher because they have that mind-
set. The new generation always seems awful to the older 
generations, so that cannot and should not be used as an 
excuse. Also, there is a thing called classroom control. You 
can’t blame anyone but yourself if you can’t gain control of 
your classroom. 
 I really think that people should stop trashing teachers 
because with all of the challenges that are thrown at them, 
a person who is not shaping the minds of the next genera-
tion shouldn’t be one.

Put some respect on a teacher’s name
Sydney Stevens

Copy Editor

57 VOTES

Cartoon submitted by Samuel McNeill

like  us  on   facebook  at  

Ferris  State  Torch

For all their hard 
work, they deserve it



Ferris State Torch Best Of Big Rapids.   
ENTER ONLINE at www.FSUTorch.com

DEADLINE MARCH 22ND.
Vote for Your Favorites!

Online entry must be turned in by Friday, March 22, 2019
The Pioneer employees and families are not eligible to vote.

It’s time to vote for your favorite person, place or thing!

Best Apartment/Housing Complex ___________________

Best Bank ___________________________________________

Best Bar _____________________________________________

Best Bargain Meal ___________________________________

Best Bookstore ______________________________________

Best Breakfast _______________________________________

Best Cell Phone Provider _____________________________

Best Church _________________________________________

Best Coffee Shop ____________________________________

Best Downtown Business-nonfood ____________________

Best E-Cigarette/Smoke shop ________________________

Best Fast Food Restaurant ____________________________

Best FSU Athletic Team _______________________________

Best FSU Fraternity ___________________________________

Best FSU Residence Hall ______________________________

Best FSU Sorority _____________________________________

Best FSU Student Organization/RSO ___________________

Best Golf Course _____________________________________

Best Grocery Store ___________________________________

Best Gym/Health Club _______________________________

Best Hamburger _____________________________________

Best Happy Hour ____________________________________

Best Hotel/Motel _____________________________________

Best Ice Cream Store ________________________________

Best Jewelry Store ___________________________________

Best Late Night Eatery ________________________________

Best Mexican Restaurant _____________________________

Best Nail Salon ______________________________________

Best Oil Change _____________________________________

Best Party Store ______________________________________

Best Pizza ___________________________________________

Best Place for Lunch _________________________________

Best Place to Dance _________________________________

Best Place to Hear Live Music ________________________

Best Place to Take a Date ____________________________

Best Professor _______________________________________

Best Resident Assistant _______________________________

Best Restaurant-Chain _______________________________

Best Restaurant-Local ________________________________

Best Salon/Spa ______________________________________

Best Sandwich Shop _________________________________

Best Tanning Salon __________________________________

Best Tattoo Business & Body Piercing __________________

Best Thrift/Vintage Shop ______________________________

Best Of Big Rapids

2018

Torch
FERRIS STATE

Torch
FERRIS STATE

ENTER TO WIN
1st Prize $100
2nd Prize $75
3rd Prize $50

Best Of Big Rapids

2018

Torch
FERRIS STATE

16

16
Week of March 6 - 19, 2019

Opinions
Ferris State Torch


