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A growing army

Call your mom, grandma or sister 
and plan a visit. In celebration of 
Women’s History Month, read about 
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Jonny Parshall spent his “time off” 
in a salty review of spring break.
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Torch Reporter

 Many college students choose to go to parties and 
drink underage, but fail to consider the consequences.
 A minor in possession (MIP) is considered a civil in-
fraction in the state of Michigan. Though recent chang-
es to the law have severely reduced consequences, 
Ferris students should still be aware of what a MIP 
means for their future. 
 “I know so many people that have gotten MIPs,” Fer-
ris television and digital media production sophomore 
Lacie Stevens said. “Usually it’s a party that got busted 
and they tried to run, and the cops caught them.”
 According to The Detroit Free Press, the most recent 
Michigan State Police statistics from 2009 to 2013 re-
ported more than 38,000 minor-in-possession arrests 
during the four-year time frame.
 “A lot of students are very irresponsible about it,” 
Stevens said. “A lot of people are like ‘Oh, I can drink 
as much as I want, it doesn’t matter until I graduate.’ 
That’s extremely unhealthy.”
 A recent amendment to the law reduced court con-
sequences by classifying the first offense as a civil in-
fraction instead of a misdemeanor, which took effect 
October 2017.
 Repercussions now include fines starting at $100. 
Big Rapids Department of Public Safety (BRDPS) Ser-
geant Elizabeth West compared getting a MIP to a traf-
fic ticket. A student will usually have to go in and pay 
a fine. 
 The infraction is posted on your driving record, but 
unlike a traffic ticket, it won’t affect insurance prices. 
In addition, substance abuse treatment and commu-
nity service may be required. Changes to the law also 
removed any jail time for a first offense.
 “For a minor in possession of alcohol, depending on 
what job you’re going for, I don’t think that it would have 
devastating results,”  West said. “It’s not like you have 
a criminal history now because of it. It’s not like you 
were convicted of assault or something. It’s different.”
 Ferris digital animation and game design junior 
Cameron Zeter said he could understand underage 
drinking if it’s due to family custom or heritage, but he 
doesn’t support underage kids going out to get drunk.
 “Just go and wait until you’re 21 instead of doing 
it now. Then you won’t have any repercussions,” Zeter 
said. 
 According to West, since Sept. 1, 2018, BRDPS has 
issued 37 minor in possession citations. Of the 37 is-
sued, eight were second offenses and two were third 
offenses. 
 Trouble starts brewing when there are repeat offend-
ers. A second offense is considered a misdemeanor 
and brings about harsher consequences. Fines start at 
$200, with a 90-day license suspension. In the case of 
a second or third offender, employment opportunities 
may be affected. 
 According to West, the officers write tickets when is-
suing a MIP and do not arrest the offenders.
 “If you get convicted, or you get your second or third 
MIP, you’ve technically been arrested for a misde-
meanor. You just didn’t go to jail,” West said. “Some-
body may have to tell their employer; be honest.”

A fork in the road
Though the law has lessened, Ferris students still agree underage drinking isn’t permissible

From 2009 to 2013,

38,499
people under the age of 

21 were arrested for some 
sort of possession charge.

2014 - 535 alcohol related arrests 

2015 - 431 alcohol related arrests

2016 - 408 MIPs, averaging  
  one per day

In the State of Michigan:

60%
of college students ages 18 - 22 
drank alcohol in the past month

The above information was gathered from the Detroit Free Press, the State News and 

the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism.
Graphic by:  Sarah Massey | Production Manager
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NEWS “With strong men in positions, there’s always a strong woman in his corner, whether it’s 
a parent, wife or sister.” - Zenise Triplett - See page 5 for story

Megan Lewton | Editor in Chief | lewtonm1@ferris.edu

Landry Shorkey
Torch Reporter

 The Fall 2019 semester will be a fresh new start for stu-
dents and the start of a fresh new look for several residence 
halls.
 Select Ferris residence halls will be getting a summer make-
over, as the Board of Trustees approved a $1,000,000 propos-
al for renovations Feb. 22.
 “The plan is to have these improvements made this summer 
so that they are in place for students when they return in Au-
gust for the start of the fall semester,” Ferris Vice President of 
Administration and Finance Jerry Scoby said. 
 Cosmetic changes, such as painting and the replacement of 
furniture, will be focused in the lobby areas of the residence 
halls. 
 Resident rooms and public spaces will be painted in Clark 
Hall and Hallisy Hall. The lobby areas in Brophy-McNerney Hall 
and Bond Hall will be painted and receive new flooring, lighting 
and furniture, Scoby said.
 Students living on campus will also benefit from stronger 
Wi-Fi with $135,000 of the project budget being reserved for 

wireless service improvements.
 “The Wi-Fi is a much-needed improve-
ment, I think, so that’s really good. As for 
the other stuff, like the updates with fur-
niture and paint and carpeting and stuff, I 
think that would be good just for improving 
the standards of living in the dorms, be-
cause they’re all pretty old right now,” Fer-
ris pre-pharmacy sophomore Emily Hamlin 
said.
 Although the lobby renovations will only 

be made to select residence halls, the Wi-Fi enhancements 
have the potential to be implemented in other on-campus 

housing facilities.
 “We are still finalizing the locations for the Wi-Fi improve-
ments. Some of these could be in the same halls, but part of 

the scope of work may be in other on-cam-
pus housing facilities. All of the enhance-
ments will be in our housing for students,” 
Scoby said.
 Several students recognize the benefit of 
the updates, even if they do not live in the 
residence halls that will be experiencing the 
changes.
 Ferris pre-pharmacy senior Steven Chap-
pelle lives in Cramer Hall but said that the 
improvements are a positive investment for 

the school.
 “If it’s positive for the school and brings more kids on cam-
pus, then I think it would be a good investment,” Chappelle 
said.

 Ferris forensic biology freshman Eliza-
beth Kuhns lives in Brophy Hall and is look-
ing forward to the changes.
 “I know Brophy looks, I guess, pretty old 
and not updated. I think it will look a lot nic-
er and newer with all the new paint, carpet, 
furniture and stuff,” Kuhns said. 
 Scoby and other administrators hope the 
improvements will make students feel more 
at home on campus and let them know their 
voices are being heard.

 “From student feedback we have received year after year, 
the Wi-Fi service is typically the highest priority for students. 
We know any enhancements we make in this area will be a di-
rect benefit for our residents. The additional improvements will 
also be noticeable upgrades to our facilities that our residents 
call home throughout the academic year,” Scoby said.

Landry Shorkey
Torch Reporter

 Recent policy changes made in regards to report-
ing sexual misconduct to the Title IX office have 
caused mixed reactions around campus.
 According to the Ferris website, “Title IX of the Ed-
ucation Amendment of 1972 prohibits discrimina-
tion based on sex. Sexual violence in all its forms is 
harassment based on sex and a violation of federal 
law under Title IX.”
 Therefore, the university has an obligation to act 
when students report instances of sexual miscon-
duct committed against them. Part of that obliga-
tion includes Responsible Employees.
 All employees at Ferris, with the exception of 
Birkam Health Center and Personal Counseling 
Center staff, are considered Responsible Employ-
ees, Ferris Title IX Coordinator Kaitlin Zies said. 
 Responsible Employees must report cases where 
they know or suspect that a student has experi-
enced sexual harassment or violence. 
 A reminder was recently sent out to university 
employees to remind them of their reporting duties. 
It included a one-page overview of Responsible Em-
ployee obligations and information brochures about 
the misconduct reporting process, Zies said. 
 Ferris business administration sophomore Logan 

Newman said that the Respon-
sible Employee reporting obliga-
tion seems like a good policy.
 “I think it might be a good 
thing because honestly, you nev-
er know. Sometimes diving into 
others’ business might not be 
the best idea, but if you really 
think it’s for their best interest, 
or if you think it’s going to evolve 
into a bigger situation, then it 

probably needs to be brought to attention,” New-
man said. 
 The Ferris website states that individuals filing 

complaints may request to be 
anonymous, which in some cas-
es may be maintained to ensure 
safety, but in other cases, due 
process may require that the ac-
cused individual receive notice 
of the source of the allegations 
against them.
 The potential for no anonymity 
sparked student concern about 
the reporting process.

 “I think it’s good, but then again, I think it’s bad 
because what if the person who did it goes after 
them? They should try to keep it anonymous,” Ferris 
computer technology sophomore Sierra Farris said.
 Some students felt that if a complainant knew 
their report would not be anonymous, it would dis-
courage them from reporting at all.
 “It might add pressure on the person that is re-
porting because if they know that it won’t be confi-
dential or anonymous, it would probably scare them 
a little bit,” Newman said.

Big money, big changes

Administration approves million dollar cam-
pus housing project

Emily
Hamlin

Elizabeth
Kuhns

Steven 
Chappelle

Photo by: Hunter Pariseau | Torch Photographer

Public spaces in Hallisy Hall (shown above) and various other residence halls will receive renovations, after a million dollar project has been 

approved by the Board of Trustees.

A duty  

to act
New Title IX policies 

require faculty to 
report sexual violence 

against students

Sierra 
Farris

Logan
Newman



College Contact Phone # Location
Health Professions Richelle Williams (231) 591-2263  VFS 210
Arts & Sciences Gayle Driggers (231) 591-3666  ASC 3052
Business (Undergrad Students) Carri Griffis (231) 591-2493  BUS 200
Business (Graduate Students) Shannon Yost (231) 591-2168  BUS 200E
Education & Human Services Jennie Stange (231) 591-2700  BIS 604
Engineering Technology Tamara Jackson (231) 591-2890  JHN 200
General Studies Graduates Shelly VandePanne (231) 591-2360 ASC 1017
Optometry Michelle Aldrich (231) 591-3700  MCO 236
Pharmacy Tara Lee (231) 591-2249  PHR 312
DCCL Megan Biller (231) 591-2710  ALU 113
Note:  You must satisfy all of your degree requirements before you officially graduate and receive your diploma.
Caps and Gowns may be purchased at the Grad Fair on March 26th, 11:00 am – 5:00 pm in the University Center – Multi Purpose 
Rooms or starting March 26th - May 3, 2019 at the Ferris State University Bookstore (located in the University Center,  
805 Campus Drive, Big Rapids MI 49307).
Tickets are required for all ceremonies. All students planning on participating in a ceremony will receive (6) six tickets.   
Electronic tickets will be available for students to reserve or print starting March 26, 2019. Extra tickets are not distributed and  
lost tickets will not be replaced. Tickets must be reserved by Thursday, May 9, 2019 at 11:59 pm.
Commencement Program – Graduates must complete their online graduation application by Friday, March 1, 2019 for their 
names to appear in the Spring 2019 Commencement Programs or their name will not appear in the Commencement Program.  
In order to have the program printed and back in time for the ceremonies we have to adhere to these deadlines. Contact your 
college’s Commencement Coordinator if you have any questions.

For special accommodations or for more information 
regarding the Commencement ceremony, please 
visit the Commencement website www.ferris.edu/
commencement or call (231) 591-3803.

Saturday, May 11
Time    College
9:00 am  College of Business 
12:30 pm  College of Education & Human Services
4:00 pm  College of Engineering Technology

Friday, May 10
Time    College
3:30 pm  Michigan College of Optometry 
 College of Health Professions

7:00 pm  College of Pharmacy 
 Doctorate in Community College Leadership 
 College of Arts & Sciences 
 University College

2019 MAY  
COMMENCEMENT

Friday, May 10, 2019 and
Saturday, May 11, 2019
Ewigleben Sport Complex (Wink Arena)
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Sports Speaker Series Presentation by Ira Childress
 Hear a presentation by Ferris alumni and Okemos High School Athletic 
Director Ira Childress 6 p.m. Wednesday, March 20, in IRC 115. Childress 
will speak about his experience of being a student-athlete to working in stu-
dent athletics. The event, hosted by the Sports Careers registered student 
organization and the Sports Communication program is free and open to 
the public, but seating is limited. For more information, contact Dr. Sandra 
Alspach at alspachs@ferris.edu.

“The Mule” screening
 Watch “The Mule” during a free screening 8 p.m. Friday, March 22, in 
UCB 202. The event, hosted by the Student Veterans of America Chapter 
and the Veterans Office, is free to attend. For more information, contact 
Jacob Schrot at jacobschrot@ferris.edu.

Spring Graduation Fair
 Prepare to get your degree at the Spring Graduation Fair from 11 a.m. 
— 5 p.m. Tuesday, March 26, in the University Center. Students can pur-
chase caps and gowns, and various campus experts and professionals will 
be there to aid graduating students. For more information, contact Kevin 
Bunce at kevinbunce@ferris.edu.

- ON THE RECORD - 
A roundup of this week’s crime at Ferris State University

Cora Hall 
Sports Editor

So what, we smoke weed
 March 1, 11:29 p.m., officers per-
formed a traffic stop on Elm Street 
near Michigan Avenue and there 
were six passengers in the vehi-
cle. One person was in possession 
of marijuana and appeared to be 
under the influence of marijuana. 
There was also a bottle of alcohol 
in the car that was dumped. Offi-
cers issued the subject a citation 
for being a minor in possession of 
alcohol.

We’re just having fun
 March 2, 10:29 p.m., officers 
were dispatched to Puterbaugh Hall 
where they were called to investi-
gate a marijuana odor in a room. Of-
ficers made contact with a resident 
in the room who admitted to having 
marijuana along with marijuana 
paraphernalia and showed it to the 
officers. The subject was cited and 
referred to the Office of Student 
Conduct.

We don’t care who sees
 March 3, 2:57 a.m., officers saw 
four people parked in Lot 5 and re-
ported that a marijuana odor was 
coming from the car. All four sub-
jects admitted to smoking marijua-
na, three of which were students, 

and all were given citations and re-
ferred to the Office of Student Con-
duct. 

Extremely sketchy
 March 5, 4:05 p.m., an officer 
was sitting in the abandoned trail-
er park behind Denny’s Muffler and 
saw a male walking through who 
looked suspicious. The officer let 
the subject go, then followed the 
subject’s track to the old semitruck 
trailers and found evidence of 
someone smoking marijuana. The 
case is closed due to the officers 
letting the subject go.

If you hide, they can’t give you a 
citation
 March 5, 5:18 p.m., officers were 
dispatched to Finch Court because 
of a marijuana odor coming from an 
apartment, but no one would open 
the door, so they were unable to 
make contact with anyone. 

Too early for that
 March 5, 9:01 p.m., officers were 
dispatched to the University Center 
on the report of two females fight-
ing. Upon arrival, there was nothing 
physical, just verbal arguing.

Ferris Department of Safety issued  
377 citations between March 3 and 
March 16, totaling $6,225.

If you hide, they can’t give you a citation

Megan Lewton
Editor in Chief

Christchurch, New Zealand
 A man opened fire in two New Zealand 
mosques, killing 49 and injuring at least 40 oth-
ers. The attack, which is the worst situation of 
mass murder in New Zealand’s modern history, 
was orchestrated by 23-year-old Brenton Harri-
son Tarrant, an Australian citizen, who has since 
been arrested and charged with murder. Three 
others were arrested in relation to the attack, but 
one has since been released. 
 Original article by Richard Perez-Pena, March 
15, 2019. The New York Times. 

Bishoftu, Ethiopia
 After the Ethiopian Airlines Boeing 737 plane 
crashed in Ethiopia, killing 157 passengers, ex-
perts suggest the plane’s stabilizers were tilted 
upward, which would have forced down the nose 
of the jet. This was the same issue connected 

with the crash of the Lion Air flight that killed 
189 people in October 2018. This suggests both 
planes had a problem with a newly installed au-
tomated system intended to prevent a stall. The 
investigation has just begun, so new theories 
may arise.
 Original article by Jack Nicas, Thomas Kaplan 
and James Glanz, March 15, 2019. The New 
York Times.

Mumbai, India 
 A pedestrian bridge collapsed, killing at least 
five people and injuring at least 36 people, with 
some in serious condition. The bridge connected 
a road to a train station, and some drivers whose 
vehicles were under the bridge when it collapsed 
are among those injured. Some minor damage 
to the 39-year-old bridge was discovered in an 
audit conducted last year, but the damages were 
not fixed prior to the collapse.
 Original article by The Associated Press, 
March 14, 2019. The New York Times.

WEEKLY W   RLD NEWS
Catch up on news around the globe

Grant Siddall
Torch Reporter

 Ferris students are being given an op-
portunity to learn real-world skills from 
sports communication professionals.
 The Biz-Comm Sports Summit, hosted 
by the Ferris public relations program, will 
take place noon — 4 p.m. Friday, March 22, 
in the University Center ballroom and will 
feature five speakers with unique profes-
sional experience in sports communication.
 “The purpose of the Biz-Comm Sports 
Summit is to connect real-world sports prac-
titioners in business communication with 
Ferris students majoring in these fields. The 
event is intended to help students build rela-

tionships, and gain knowledge and advice 
while encouraging a spirit of collab-

oration,” Ferris public relations 
and marketing professor Dr. 

Patrick Bishop 
said.

 The keynote presenter for the event is De-
troit Lions Manager of Consumer Sales Eric 
Barrera, who has six years of professional ex-
perience that he will be discussing during the 
conference.
 Other speakers at the event also work with-
in some of Michigan’s professional sports 
teams. 
 In hockey, staff members from both the 
Grand Rapids Griffins and Flint Firebirds will 
be presenting at the summit. From profes-
sional baseball, representatives from the 
West Michigan Whitecaps and Great Lakes 
Loons will also speak about their profession-
al experience. One of those speakers, Flint 
Firebirds Director of Broadcasting and Com-
munication Dominic Hennig, is a Ferris public 
relations alum.
 “No one else is offering an event like this. In 
one afternoon, students will get to hear from 
and mingle with several business-communi-
cation professionals from major and minor 
league teams throughout Michigan. It’s un-
precedented. Plus, it’s funded by the College 
of Business, making it free for Ferris students 
who pre-register,” Bishop said.
 The event is free to all students, though 
there are only 150 tickets available. Tickets for 
the summit can be acquired at 2019sports-
summit.eventbrite.com.

Ferris invites sports communication 
professionals to speak with students

Speaking sports

like us on 
facebook at
Ferris State 

Torch



Ferris State University does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion or creed, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, marital status, veteran or 
military status, height, weight, protected disability, genetic 
information, or any other characteristic protected by applicable 
State or federal laws or regulations in education, employment, 
housing, public services, or other University operations, 
including, but not limited to, admissions, programs, activities, 
hiring, promotion, discharge, compensation, fringe benefits, 
job training, classification, referral, or retention. Retaliation 
against any person making a charge, filing a legitimate 
complaint, testifying, or participating in any discrimination 
investigation or proceeding is prohibited.

Students with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation 
may contact Educational Counseling & Disabilities Services at 
(231) 591-3057 in Big Rapids, or the Director of Counseling, 
Disability & Tutoring Services for Kendall College of Art and 
Design at (616) 451-2787 ext. 1136 in Grand Rapids. 
Employees and other members of the University community 
with disabilities requiring assistance or accommodation may 
contact the Human Resources Department, 420 Oak St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or call (231) 591-2150.

Inquiries or complaints of discrimination may be addressed to 
the Director of Equal Opportunity, 120 East Cedar St., Big 
Rapids, MI 49307, or by telephone at (231) 591-2152; or Title 
IX Coordinator, 805 Campus Dr., Big Rapids, MI 49307, or by 
telephone at (231) 591-2088. On the KCAD Grand Rapids 
campus, contact the Title IX Deputy Coordinator, 17 Fountain 
St., Grand Rapids, MI 49503, (616) 451-2787 ext. 1113.
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 With sexual assault being 
the most underreported violent 
crime in the U.S., many Ferris 
students may wonder what they 
can do if they ever find them-
selves in a threatening situation.
 The Rape Aggression Defense 
Program (RAD) is a free, two-day 
self-defense course taught twice 
a year by the Ferris Department 
of Public Safety (DPS), only open 
to women. 
 “It’s always a fear I feel, for 
women. They have to deal with 
various stuff around the world. 
Being able to have that self-de-
fense allows us to have more 
comfort and safety just walking 
around at night, or walking by 
ourselves,” Ferris clinical lab 
science sophomore Paige Lin-
temuth said. “We can protect 
ourselves and don’t need some-
one one else with us all the 
time.”
 This year, the program will be 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, April 
6, and Sunday, April 7. The class 
will be taught by Ferris DPS Offi-
cer Nicholas Greenway and Fer-
ris DPS Detective Sergeant Tim 
Jacobs.
 “Let’s say you’re at Shooters 
and some creeper dude puts his 
arm around you. You learn how 
to get out of that,” Greenway 
said.
 Currently, the program is lim-
ited to 30 participants to ensure 
each participant gets proper 
self-defense tactic training. Ac-
cording to the Ferris DPS Face-
book page, if there is a high de-
mand for the program, they may 
decide to add additional classes 
later this spring.
 Ferris nursing freshman Sier-
ra Vaughn, a Big Rapids native, 

said the program is a great idea.
 “Growing up, like high school 
here, there was a lot of things 
in the news about girls who got 
beat up in the parks and stuff, so 
you weren’t allowed to go out,” 
Vaughn said. “It’s a real problem 
in today’s society. It can prevent 
things like that if girls know how 
to defend themselves.”
 The first day consists of some 
book work, while the second 
day of the program focuses on 
physical tactics, with a scenar-
io-based challenge at the end of 
the course. 
 “In the book work, we talk 
about situational awareness 
and physical awareness,” Ja-
cobs said. “It doesn’t matter 
what kind of shape you’re in 
or anything like that when you 
come into the class, but it lets 
you know what your limitations 
are, from verbal and using your 
voice to physical.” 
 Greenway said in the course 
they teach how to strike, punch, 
kick, and how to get out of a 
choke hold and a bear hold, 
among other techniques.
 According to Greenway, the 
program is available only to 
women to prevent any potential-
ly dangerous men from learning 
the strategies.
 “They don’t want the bad guy 
knowing what’s coming, be-
cause you could defeat almost 
anything if you know what’s 
coming. It works on surprise and 
technique and the motion, more 
than just your power.” 
 For additional information re-
garding the RAD program, visit 
Ferris DPS’s homepage at ferris.
edu/publicsafety and click on 
the “RAD” link. 
 To register for a RAD class, 
contact Ferris DPS at (231) 591-
5000.

Grant Siddall
Torch Reporter

 Build. Break. Repeat. It’s the motto and also the 
natural order of work for Ferris’ Baja Racing Club.
 Part of the Society of Automotive Engineers, the Fer-
ris Baja Racing Club is a registered student organiza-
tion where its members build and race Baja racecars.
 The club spends about eight hours every week work-
ing on their cars, and in the time between the three 
races they participate in, they’re making repairs and 
salvaging parts from other vehicles to replace broken 
parts.
 “You go to the race, and obviously you don’t plan 
to have an accident, but they’re open wheel, so if you 
bump wheels with another car, your risk of rolling it is 
incredibly high,” Ferris business administration senior 
and Baja Racing Club member Philip Nasskau said.
 Accidents are common in Baja racing, and mechan-
ical issues are expected. In the club’s last race, Bliz-
zard Baja at Michigan Technological University, Ferris 
cars placed 11th and 13th; having previously taken 
first in the 2018 event. Even without the 2019 win, 
just finishing the race can be seen as an accomplish-
ment. The group said out of 100 vehicles in another 
recent race, only about 30 to 40 completed the run, 
and finishing Blizzard Baja didn’t come without issues 
for Ferris.
 “When I rolled it, I did the perfect roll because I 
nosedived. I came over the jump too fast and the nose 
dug in first because the snow had been wearing out. 
So basically, the jump got higher, and the nose dug 
in and boom, it just went on its roof,” Nasskau said. 
“When it all stopped, I was upside down just waiting 
for someone to come roll me right side up so I could 
carry on driving. As soon as I got back up, I floored it, 
but what I didn’t know is that I didn’t have any brakes. 
I had lost my master cylinder, so I didn’t have any 

brakes — not that I used them.”
 A low percentage of vehicles finishing the race is 
pretty typical in Baja racing, which places a lot of 
stress on the vehicles traveling up to above 30 mph 
over several hours. In 2018, when Ferris won the Bliz-
zard Baja, their finishing time was just more than 15 
and a half hours, during which they had several driv-
ers taking turns behind the wheel.
 “You see a whole bunch of cars at the beginning, 
and even in a smaller race, you see the percentage 
of cars drop off. There are cars that look really pret-
ty at the beginning, and they just keep coming back 
to the pits because the same thing breaks over and 
over again,” Ferris automotive engineering technology 
junior and Baja Racing Club member Scott Spencer 
said. “The tracks are meant to test the cars. They have 
a lot of ramps and sharp corners that will mess things 
up.”
 Currently, the Baja Racing Club is preparing for 
the national race in Kentucky, in which teams from 
all over the country, and even several foreign teams, 
come to compete.
 For that race, in which only one car per team can 
compete, the team is building an entirely new vehicle 
in about seven weeks. They say everything in this in-
dustry is always rushed, but that it’s a fun experience 
that helps many of members, most of which are auto-
motive students, with preparing for their professional 
careers.
 “In the automotive field, it’s a lot of working together 
and collaborating to complete a job or task, and that’s 
all we do here. We collaborate and work together to 
build a car. It’s a lot of teamwork and delegating re-
sponsibilities, stuff that you can’t learn from a book in 
a classroom,” Ferris automotive engineering technol-
ogy senior and Baja Racing Club member Eric Troyer.
 Heading into the national race, the club is preparing 
and hoping for success.
 “I am cautiously optimistic about our chances at 
nationals. I think we’ll do a good job. We’ll go there, 
and we will give it our all. It’s about minimizing silly 
mistakes and being on the ball, and taking into con-
sideration anything that might stop us from finishing 
the race,” Nasskau said.
 The Baja Racing Club meets 5 p.m. every Tuesday 
and Thursday in the Automotive Center.

Downright defense
Ferris Rape Aggression Defense Program 

teaches self-defense techniques at no cost

Ferris’ Baja Racing Club 
in preparation for the 
national race

Having a Baja blast

Photo by: Megell Strayhorn | Multimedia Editor

The Ferris Baja Racing Club spends their meetings building baja racecars and preparing to race them. The registered stu-

dent organization is currently preparing for the national race in Kentucky.
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Madison Kettlewell
Torch Reporter

 Though women have made substantial 
progress in equality, many believe the fight 
is ongoing. 
 Ferris is hosting many events around cam-
pus throughout March in honor of Women’s 
History Month. Women’s History Month is an 
annual national celebration honoring wom-
en’s contributions to our society.
 “Why do we only have to talk about it 
this one month a year?” Ferris history pro-
fessor Tracy Busch said. “I have a love-hate 
relationship with Women’s History Month. 
Mostly it’s love, but sometimes I wish that 
we didn’t have to consign our conversation 
about gender for just that one month.”
 Busch is also the lead faculty for the Fer-
ris Museum of Sexist Objects (MOSO). Busch 
said that this Women’s History Month, the 
museum is focusing on rape culture, body 
image and gender binary, or the classifica-
tion of gender into two distinct and opposite 
forms of masculine and feminine.
 Women’s History Month gained its origins 
when “Women’s History Week” became 
nationally recognized in 1982. The first na-
tionally recognized Women’s History Month 
didn’t come until five years later, in 1987, ac-
cording to womenshistorymonth.gov.
 “Representation matters,” Ferris graphic 
design freshman Zenise Triplett said. “Give 
younger women a role model. Anything that’s 
big that people look up to: president, vice 
president, leading roles in movies, anything.”
 Triplett said she hopes to see more wom-
en in powerful positions in the future. 
 “With strong men in positions, there’s al-

ways a strong woman in his corner, whether 
it’s a parent, wife or sister,” Triplett said.
 Many organizations on campus came to-
gether to coordinate and plan events for Fer-
ris students, according to Ferris Assistant Di-
rector of the Office of Multicultural Services 
(OMSS) Michael Wade. 
 According to Wade, the events put on by 
Ferris are not just for women; the events 
scheduled are for all students to come and 
learn about all that women have done. 
 “It’s women’s history, so it’s a part of our 
country’s history,” Wade said. “For some 
people, it will be a reminder. For other peo-
ple, it will be an enlightening moment. We 
just try to create the platform and opportu-
nity where cultural awareness can happen.”
 Wade said OMSS’s role is to bring orga-
nizations and individuals together to help 
promote events.
 “We reach out to departments, student 
organizations and individual student lead-
ers who have a passion about doing events 
to celebrate the contributions that women 
have made and continue to make in soci-
ety,” Wade said. “Often times, those contri-
butions get overlooked.”
 Ferris students also helped contribute 
to a Women’s History Month 2019 playlist. 
OMSS invited women of the community to 
share their motivational and inspiring song 
suggestions, which were then put into a You-
Tube playlist.
 The playlist, along with additional infor-
mation regarding Women’s History Month at 
Ferris, can be found at ferris.edu/whm.
 “It’s just important to know how far we’ve 
come and where we’re going,” Ferris pre-op-
tometry sophomore Kara Blue said.

The rest is still unwritten Ferris celebrates Women’s  
History Month

An Army of Women
Gallery Feature 
March 1 — April 6
University Center 205, the Fine 
Art Gallery

A Family-Friendly Community: 
Strategies to Promote College 
Success 
Tuesday, March 19
11 A.M. — 1 P.M. 
Arts & Sciences Commons 1015

Women’s Meet Up
Lesbian Bi Queer Ace/Aro 
Trans Questioning
Tuesday, March 19
6 — 8 P.M.
University Center 120C, LGBTQ+ 
Resource Center

YBBW Critical Conversation 
Series 
Wednesday, March 20
6 — 8 P.M. 
FLITE 133

Ferris Museum of Sexist Ob-
jects Tours
Monday, March 25 & Wednes-
day, March 27 
Tour Times: NOON - 1 P.M. / 1 
— 2 P.M.
Starr 314
*classes or large groups please 
RSVP to moso@ferris.edu

Fridays at Ferris
Movie – “On the basis of Sex”: 
Ruth Bater Ginsburg 
Friday, March 29
Screening Times: 7 P.M. & 9 
P.M.
University Center 202, Ballroom 

YBBW Women’s Conference 
Sunday, March 31
10 A.M. — 5 P.M.
University Center 202 Ballroom 
A & B

WOMEN’S HISTORY  
MONTH EVENTS
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LIFESTYLES “I’m a firm believer in putting yourself first so you can be in the best state of 
mind to leave your mark on this world.” - Cassady Guest - See below for story

Alicia Jaimes | Lifestyles Editor | jaimesa@ferris.edu

Springing into 
new beginnings

Students shed winter funk

Photo by: Megell Strayhorn | Multimedia Editor

Ferris marketing junior William Kronlein shakes his winter funk by doing a little bit of yoga.

Briana Hammontree
Torch Reporter

 Spring brings a fresh start for 
students, as Ferris psychology 
junior Cassady Guest welcomes 
Michigan’s warming weather con-
ditions.
 Guest, the vice president of reg-
istered student organization Active 
Minds, believes mental health 
and weather conditions correlate, 
with springtime bringing a positive 

change for vari-
ous students.
 “I think spring-
time changes 
our attitudes to 
be more positive 
because it starts 
to warm up and 
to me, that sig-
nals the end of 
the school year. 
I start to notice 

it when the days get longer, and the 
sun is shining more,” Guest said.
 Guest mentions how seasonal 
affective disorder (SAD) affects 
students during the winter, but 
also how spring helps in breaking 
those “winter blues.”
 Mayoclinic.org describes SAD 
as a form of depression related 

to the changing of seasons, with 
symptoms beginning in the fall and 
continuing through winter, affect-
ing energy and mood. However, it 
is seen less in the spring and sum-
mer months.
 “When conditions are bad, we 
are cooped up. It sucks, and it’s 
easy to fall into a negative state of 
mind. When it gets nice outside, 
everyone gets really excited, and 
the campus has a more positive 
vibe,” Guest said.
 For Guest, breaking into a more 
positive attitude for the springtime 
involves taking care of herself and 
using spring break to recharge.
 “It’s still early in the year, and 
people should ask themselves, 
‘How does this make me feel?’ And 
if that something doesn’t benefit 
your mental health, get rid of it. I’m 
a firm believer in putting yourself 

first so you can 
be in the best 
state of mind to 
leave your mark 
on this world,” 
Guest said.
 For other stu-
dents, such as 
Ferris public 
relations fresh-
man Fatima Gal-

vez, spring means the anticipation 
of summer and enjoying the sun-
light and the great outdoors.
 “I think students enjoy spring-
time because even if it’s small 
changes, it’s the start of a new be-
ginning,” Galvez said.
 Like Guest, Galvez saw spring 
break as a good time to focus on 
oneself and used her week off as a 
chance to head back home.
 “It gets me away from everything 
and everyone and allows me to 
be surrounded by people I know 
love me and support me,” Galvez 
said. “I use it to give myself time as 
well and enjoy my aloneness in a 

healthy setting.”
 While many 
students use 
spring break to 
recharge, others 
take pleasure 
in merely doing 
nothing for a few 
days.
 “Spring break 
helps to give 
you a space to 

disconnect,” Ferris English senior 
Paige Brady said. “It allows a cou-
ple of days to just do nothing and 
lay in bed.”

Treat yo’ self

Cassady
Guest

Paige 
Brady

Fatima
Gallvez

Springtime is when individuals can start fresh 
with their lives, with various methods being 

used to break into those new beginnings. Be-
low is a list of five ways to break into spring:

1. Spring cleaning
Information courtesy of thisisinsider.com

What better way to feel rejuvenated than by 
going through your home or dorm room and 
cleaning? Get rid of things you don’t use and 
better yet, go about organizing and declutter-
ing the home. Anything you don’t want can al-
ways be donated.

2. Go camping
Information courtesy of lovethebackcountry.com

Sure, camping during the summer and early 
fall is great, but camping during the spring 
has its benefits, too. Springtime camping 
means less crowded campsites, bugs are still 
away for the most part and it’s safer, whereas 
camping during the summer can lead to dehy-
dration, heat exhaustion and sunburns.

3. Digital detox
Information courtesy of huffpost.com

Digital detox can mean a variety of things 
when it comes to technology – this could 
mean going off the grid for a week, abstain-
ing from your phone for a day or cleansing 
your social media. The experience can be a 
bit challenging when living in a digital age, 
but it’s worth it in the end.

4. Work out
Information courtesy of homescales.com

Working out will not only renew your body, 
but also refresh your mind. Rather than work-
out indoors, with the snow beginning to melt, 
push yourself to go outside and soak in the 
sun when going for a jog or participating in 
yoga.

5. Treat yourself
Information courtesy of thisisinsider.com

“Parks and Recreation” characters Donna 
and Tom had the right thing in mind when they 
established a day to “treat yo’ self.” While this 
spring time fresh start method is a little cost-
ly, it can be rejuvenating in the long run. Treat 
yourself by planning for a music or art festi-
val, go shopping or taking yourself to that new 
restaurant you’ve been dying to try.



Accelerate your academic progress

Engage in a new area of study

Earn transfer-credits close to home

Check out our summer programs at

ltu.edu/summer

Southfield, Michigan

                        
             be our guest at Lawrence Tech  this summer! May 20 –

July 26

Architecture and Design | Arts and Sciences
Business and Information Technology | Engineering

7

Veronica Mascorro
Interim Reporter

 Students are instantly greeted by a collec-
tion of voices from empowering women upon 
walking into the Fine Art Gallery at Ferris.

 “This particular series 
is meant to highlight the 
value of women in general, 
but mature women specif-
ically,” Kendall College of 
Art and Design alum and 
director of the Golden Ap-
ple Studio artist Shelley 
Newman Stevens said. 
“The portraits that you 
see here are not tradition-

al ways of portraying women, but rather they 
are meant to highlight the value that a mature 
woman brings to our culture. These women 
are not the object of the art but are instead 
the subject.”
 An Army of Women debuted Friday, March 
1, in the University Center as part of the 2019 
celebration of Women’s History Month.
 Revealing women as strong, intelligent and 
courageous, the exhibit portrays 12 real wom-
en Stevens believes deserve recognition for 
the struggles they have gone through.
 “Everlasting,” which is one of Stevens’ fa-
vorite pieces, centers around a woman who 
lived through a harrowing stem cell transplant 
almost a year ago. In the painting, there is a 
list pinpointing her journey and the steps she 
had to go through.
 “Stem cell transplants are pretty vicious, 
but it was the one way to save her life and she 
endured it. She was an incredibly courageous 
woman, and that particular portrait is my way 

of honoring her,” Stevens said.
 By bringing this exhibit to Ferris, Ferris mu-
seum and gallery curator Carrie Weis hopes 

students become inspired 
by this series.
 “I hope students can 
look at the women in their 
own lives who have in-
spired, fought and helped 
them be who they are to-
day,” Weis said.
 As well as the meaning 
behind the art, Ferris dig-
ital animation and game 

design freshman McKinley Carpenter enjoyed 
being able to see the differences in the physi-
cal art versus digital art.

 “I always find it so inter-
esting to see how tradition-
al artists do the things that 
they do,” Carpenter said. 
“In my program, I work a 
lot with modeling and 3-D 
objects, and it’s a com-
pletely different process 
from painting. Being able to 
see the different layering of 
the paint and the different 
physical elements you can 

add is so amazing.”
 Carpenter’s favorite piece, “Life, Loss and 
All That Jazz” featured a woman layered onto 
the portrait three times. It showed her going 
through the motions of life. He enjoyed the dif-
ferent layering on the portrait and being able 
to see the intricate brush strokes.
 An Army of Women was curated in collabo-
ration with the Museum of Sexist Objects and 
the Office of Multicultural Student Services.
 The exhibit will be on display in the Fine Art 
Gallery in UCB 205 until April 6. For more in-
formation, visit ferris.edu/gallery. To see more 
work by Stevens, visit her website at golde-
napplestudio.com.
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Photo by: Megell Strayhorn | Multimedia Editor

Ferris business administration junior Mckayla Vella looks into the eyes of inspiration at the latest 

exhibit in the Fine art Gallery.

A growing army
Learning from the past 
to inspire the future

Shelley
Newman

Carrie
Weis

McKinley 
Carpenter

An Army of Women 
Date: Friday, March 1 – Saturday, April 6

Location: Fine Art Gallery, UCB 205

See More Work by Stevens
goldenapplestudio.com

More Information on the Fine Art Gallery
ferris.edu/gallery



KOZMA&HIGGS
Kozma & Higgs Law Office, PC.

Zealous Legal  
Representation All Crimes 

Free Initial Consultation 
218 S. Warren Big Rapids, MI 49307

(231) 796-0885 
kozmalawfirm.com

ON CAMPUS • ONLINE • HYBRID

Catch up, stay on track, or get ahead with 
classes and formats that fit your work and 
social schedules, no matter where you 
spend the summer.

gvsu.edu/summer

View spring/summer 
classes now!
Registration begins March 18
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Across: 6. Feminism   8. Captain Marvel   9. Susan B. Anthony   10. Beyoncé
Down:   1. Women’s History Month   2. Hidden Figures   3. Marie Curie   4. Amelia Earhart   5. Pay gap   7. Girl Scouts

Down
1. This is celebrated from March 1 — March 31
2. The 2016 movie about three African-American women and 
their part in the launch of astronaut John Glenn into orbit
3. First woman to win a Nobel Prize
4. First female aviator to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean
5. Something that concerns many women when they enter the 
workforce
7. An organization with the goal of building courage, confi-
dence and character in young girls
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Across
6. The advocacy of women’s rights on the 
basis of the equality of the sexes
8. The latest Marvel movie to release 
about one of the universe’s strongest fe-
male heroes
9. One of the women who played a vital 
role in the women’s suffrage movement
10. Famous female singer who sings 
about girls running the world ANSWER KEY

Celebrate the month of March by testing your knowledge on how women have progressed over the years!

Women’s History Month What’s your 
hidden talent?

“My hidden talent is that I 
can rap really well. I don’t 
know if I like it. I’m just real-
ly good at it. So, when songs 
come on the radio, I can just 
sing along.” 

— Ferris criminal justice sophomore 
Rena Bernardi

“So, when you go to Cedar 
Point and see those people 
that make the funnel cakes 
and elephant ears, yeah, 
I’m that guy. Not many peo-
ple can do this and when 
have you not wanted a des-
sert from an amusement 
park, let’s be honest.” 

— Ferris accounting and finance 
sophomore Bobby Gill

“I practice contortion, so I 
do all the crazy pretzel, fold 
in a box stuff that you see 
at carnivals. I honestly like 
the satisfaction of creeping 
people out.” 

— Ferris psychology freshman Olivia 
Bonasse

“My talent is design. 
It’s my major, so it 
helps me through life. 
Graphic design is when 
you create logos and 
designs for people.”

— Ferris graphic design 
freshman Jacqueline Lopez Bravo

“I can touch my tongue to 
my nose. It’s pretty unique 
in my book. Not many peo-
ple can do this, and it’s a 
good conversation starter.” 

— Ferris sonography sophomore 
Natalie Jasman

Marissa Russell
Interim Reporter



Ferris State Torch Best Of Big Rapids.   
ENTER ONLINE at www.FSUTorch.com

DEADLINE MARCH 22ND.
Vote for Your Favorites!

Online entry must be turned in by Friday, March 22, 2019
The Pioneer employees and families are not eligible to vote.

It’s time to vote for your favorite person, place or thing!

Best Apartment/Housing Complex ___________________

Best Bank ___________________________________________

Best Bar _____________________________________________

Best Bargain Meal ___________________________________

Best Bookstore ______________________________________

Best Breakfast _______________________________________

Best Cell Phone Provider _____________________________

Best Church _________________________________________

Best Coffee Shop ____________________________________

Best Downtown Business-nonfood ____________________

Best E-Cigarette/Smoke shop ________________________

Best Fast Food Restaurant ____________________________

Best FSU Athletic Team _______________________________

Best FSU Fraternity ___________________________________

Best FSU Residence Hall ______________________________

Best FSU Sorority _____________________________________

Best FSU Student Organization/RSO ___________________

Best Golf Course _____________________________________

Best Grocery Store ___________________________________

Best Gym/Health Club _______________________________

Best Hamburger _____________________________________

Best Happy Hour ____________________________________

Best Hotel/Motel _____________________________________

Best Ice Cream Store ________________________________

Best Jewelry Store ___________________________________

Best Late Night Eatery ________________________________

Best Mexican Restaurant _____________________________

Best Nail Salon ______________________________________

Best Oil Change _____________________________________

Best Party Store ______________________________________

Best Pizza ___________________________________________

Best Place for Lunch _________________________________

Best Place to Dance _________________________________

Best Place to Hear Live Music ________________________

Best Place to Take a Date ____________________________

Best Professor _______________________________________

Best Resident Assistant _______________________________

Best Restaurant-Chain _______________________________

Best Restaurant-Local ________________________________

Best Salon/Spa ______________________________________

Best Sandwich Shop _________________________________

Best Tanning Salon __________________________________

Best Tattoo Business & Body Piercing __________________

Best Thrift/Vintage Shop ______________________________

Best Of Big Rapids

2018

Torch
FERRIS STATE

Torch
FERRIS STATE

ENTER TO WIN
1st Prize $100
2nd Prize $75
3rd Prize $50

Best Of Big Rapids

2018

Torch
FERRIS STATE
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“Seeing the joy they got out of playing the game was one of the main reasons I 
chose to go this route.” - Craig Pefley - See below for story

Cora Hall
Sports Editor

 Playing a professional sport is 
a dream for many and four Ferris 
hockey players have made this 
dream a reality this spring.
 Seniors Corey Mackin, Craig 
Pefley and Ryker Killins joined 
the professional ranks in the 
Eastern Collegiate Hockey 
League (ECHL) and freshman 
Cooper Zech signed with an 
American Hockey League (AHL) 
team. 
 Ferris hockey head coach Bob 
Daniels said he’s happy for all 
his players and one of their goals 
in the program is to teach the 
players how to become profes-
sionals. 

 “One of the 
biggest things 
is you have 
to learn when 
you walk in 
the rink for 
practices or 
games is that 
you have to 
flip the switch 
and then any 

worries you may have need to 
be left at the door,” Daniels said. 
“You’re in college, if you’re hav-
ing issues in school, in class and 
you feel a little overwhelmed, 
you’ve got to just check that at 
the door, come in here and you 
need to concentrate 100 percent 
on hockey. Then when you leave 
the rink, you need to check hock-
ey at the door and pick up your 
life and not worry about if things 
aren’t going great with hockey. 
You can’t let that affect the rest, 
like your schoolwork. And the 
reason I think that’s important 
to becoming a pro, is when you 
become a professional, you’ve 
always got outside pressures, 
too.”
 Mackin, who is playing as a 
forward for the Reading Royals 
in Pennsylvania, and Killins, who 
is now a South Carolina Stingray 
defenseman, have both seen 

action already 
in ECHL play, 
each making 
their debuts 
S a t u r d a y , 
March 9. 
 Killins has 
scored two 
goals and two 
assists for 
the Stingrays 

in his seven games played and 
Mackin had an assist in his first 
of four games on the ice. Zech 
and Pefley have yet to see the ice 
with both their teams heading to-
ward postseason play. 

Dreams 

on ice

Four Ferris hockey 
players sign with 

professional teams

Bob
Daniels

Craig
Pefley

Signing| see page 11

Photo submitted by Cody Stilwell

Ferris senior thrower Cody Stilwell (far right) placed eighth in the hammer throw at the Division II Indoor Track and Field National Championships March 8 in 

Pittsburg, Kansas.

Noah Poser
Torch Reporter

 Not all athletes get to stand in the spotlight and not all sports gar-
ner the same amount of attention, but Ferris senior thrower Cody Stil-
well is making his way into the limelight.
 In fact, Stilwell finished eighth in the hammer throw in the Division 
II Indoor Track and Field National Championships Friday, March 8. It 
was the second straight year that he earned Division II All-American 
honors.
 “The experience is unreal because you’re finishing as one of the top 
eight athletes in Division II for your event,” Stilwell said. “Last year, I 
got fifth place for my first First Team All-American award at outdoor 
nationals and yet I had an empty feeling in me like I didn’t compete 
the best. This year I left it all out there and went for broke. The feeling 

of hearing my name called off for eighth place this 
year brought chills to my body and I had to hold 
back tears of joy.”
 For Stilwell, the experience felt different this time 
and is one he will remember for years to come.
 “This finish means the most to me in my career 
thus far,” Stilwell said. “I’ll remember this as the 
best finish for me mentally at this point in my track 
and field career.”
 Stilwell came to Ferris five years ago from his 
hometown of Cadillac. After initially receiving no of-
fers from colleges to continue his throwing career, 

he took the initiative and started to reach out to colleges himself.
 Larry Levine, the current throws coach for the Ferris track and field 

team, was the only one who responded. Fast forward to now, and 
seems like it has worked out well for both parties, perhaps better than 

either of them could have imagined back then.
 “It was really a sort of mutual interest,” Levine 
said. “I had recruited players from his school before 
and knew his high school coach. He wasn’t a blue 
chip guy but he was someone who seemed dedi-
cated and those are the type of athletes we want 
here.”
 According to Stilwell’s roommate, Ferris sopho-
more thrower Trevor Roznowski, it has to do with 
Stilwell’s drive and dedication to be the best throw-
er he can be.

 “Cody eats, breathes and sleeps throwing,” Roznowski said. “He 
is a true student of the game and spends each day trying to improve. 

Throwing is his life. I feel fortunate to have been 
able to soak up a vast amount of knowledge he 
has of the sport because this is what truly sets him 
apart from his fellow competitors.”
 And it has set him apart, at least, enough apart 
in order to become a two-time All-American.
 But for Cody, his story is not done quite yet. He 
still has one more season of outdoor track and field, 
and he is driven to achieve lofty goals as it nears.
 “My career isn’t over yet,” Stilwell said. “I hope 
to make on more big appearance in outdoors this 

year in the hammer throw and hopefully contend for a national title in 
the event. After that, I’ll continue on with hammer as a professional 
athlete and try to make the 2020 and 2024 Olympics.”

An overlooked  
All-American

Cody Stilwell gains national recognition for second time

Cody
Stilwell

Trevor
Roznowski

Larry
Levine
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Sue  
Glatz

SILVERNAIL  
REALTY

“Helping Buyers & Sellers
for over 50 years”

17810 205th Ave., Suite #1 - Big Rapids, MI 49307

Thank You Mecosta 
County for Voting Us 
“Favorite Landlord”

Call Today!  
231-796-6329

www.silvernailrealty.com
Sue Glatz, GRI, CRB, ABR, Broker/Owner

Salespersons: Terry Weaver, Katy VanCuren
Property Management • Land Contracts

Students-call us for your housing needs!  
1-4 bedroom homes available for the 2019-2020 school year.

11

Sports
Ferris State Torch

11
Week of March 20 - 26, 2019

Sports
Ferris State Torch

THIS WEEKEND’S 
SPORTS FOR FERRIS
Wednesday, March 20:
• Softball at Wayne State 3:30 and 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 23:
• Men's Tennis at Michigan Tech 10 a.m.
• Softball at Ashland 1 and 3 p.m.

Sunday, March 24:
• Men’s Tennis at Lake Superior State 10 a.m.
• Softball at Saginaw Valley State noon and 2 

p.m. 

Monday, March 25:
• Men’s Golf at Findlay Spring Invite in Lexington, 

Kentucky

Tuesday, March 26:
• Men’s Golf at Findlay Spring Invite in Lexington, 

Kentucky

Photo by: Samantha Cavotta | Torch Photographer

Ferris senior forward Craig Pefley signed with the Tulsa Oilers in the East Coast Hockey League. The Oilers are the 

American Hockey League affiliate of the San Antonio Rampage and the National Hockey League affiliate of the St. 

Louis Blues.

 Pefley, who signed with the Tulsa 
Oilers, said watching teammates over 
the last four years go onto profession-
al play inspired him to want to play at 
the next level. 
 “The guys that have moved on and 
played professionally before me were 
certainly an inspiration for me. Guys 
like Simon Denis, Ryan Lowney, Ja-
son Binkley, Mitch Maloney have 
shown that there was an opportuni-
ty in pro hockey if you worked hard 
enough, and to have those guys talk 
to you about what they’ve experienced 
where they played and how they got 
accustomed to it was just another 

benefit that I saw,” 
Pefley said. “See-
ing the joy they got 
out of playing the 
game was one of 
the main reasons 
I chose to go this 
route.”
 Pefley scored 41 
points in his career 
at Ferris and was 

the first player since 2016 to have 
multiple four-point performances in a 
calendar year. One of the challenges 
Pefley foresees in transitioning to the 
ECHL is the competition.
 “The toughest part from going from 
the  WCHA to ECHL level of hockey 
has to be the size and speed of the 
players. For the most part in college 
you will be playing guys that may be 
four years older than you, but in this 
league there are men on the ice that 
could be 10 years older, and more ac-
customed to the league. As with every 
progression in hockey, the speed and 
size of the guys you play against will 
ramp up as well which can be tough to 
get used to at first,” Pefley said.

 Killins hit the ground running in 
South Carolina and according to his 
Ferris defensive partner junior Joe 
Rutkowski, Killins was a player he 
could trust on the ice.
 “I played with him this year. Unfor-
tunately, he got an injury earlier in the 
year, so he was out like all the year, 
but he came back strong. I played with 
him two years previously to that and 
he came back strong from this injury 
and made an impact and was lucky 
to see some interest from pro teams 
and was able to sign, so I think that 
speaks to the type of player he is,” 
Rutkowski said. “Individually, highly 
skilled on the ice and it’s just com-
fortable to have him as a D partner. If 
there’s a play that needs to be made, 
he can make it.”
 Daniels has never been shy about 
his emphasis on his players’ academ-
ic performance and said he had con-
versations with each of his seniors be-
fore they left to make sure they would 
still graduate this spring.
 “My thing is: degree trumps every-
thing. Get your degree, then pro hock-
ey will be there next year. If you were 
to stay in school and finish up your 
classes I’m always all for that.” Dan-
iels said. “But the number one thing 
is you have to get your degree, I’m just 
adamant about that.”
 While he has just accomplished his 
longtime dream of making it profes-
sionally, Pefley realizes that he can’t 
play hockey forever and said he’s 
grateful he has his degree for when 
his hockey career is over.
 This makes Zech an anomaly for 
Daniels. The 20-year-old only complet-
ed one year of school at Ferris while 
the rest of the signed players are se-
niors and will still get their diplomas. 
 With these four signees, Ferris now 
has 28 former players active in pro-
fessional leagues. 

Joe
Rutkowski

Signing
Continued from page 10

The police never think it’s as 
funny as you do.

Free initial consultations for FSU Students
www.samuelslawoffice.com

231-796-8858
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 Arizona native Kodi Ramirez was in her element in 
the Florida heat for spring training and put on perfor-
mances that earned her Top Dawg honors this week.
 The sophomore infielder led the team with a .417 
batting average in the last eight games at The Spring 
Games. Ramirez had 10 hits, seven runs and five 
RBI’s in 24 trips to the plate, with two of her runs be-
ing home runs. 
 This season Ramirez has held a .338 batting aver-
age, a .343 on base percentage and .544 slugging 
percentage through 20 games. With 16 total runs this 
season and 12 RBI’s, Ramirez is an offensive catalyst 
for the Bulldogs and doesn’t show signs of slowing.

 With 70 total bases this season, Ramirez landed 21 
in spring training, seven of them being extra-base hits 
and two of them stolen bases. But she did not only 
put on a strong offensive performance; Ramirez was 
nearly perfect on defense with only a single error.
 Ramirez was also given Great Lakes Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference Player of the Week honors for her 
impressive outings in Florida. 
 The Bulldogs are back in action in Michigan to 
open conference play with a double-header 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 20, at Wayne State, who are 17-4 
so far this season. Ferris sits at a 9-11 record this sea-
son, which is a better start than last year when they 
held a 6-14 record through their first 20 games.

Kodi Ramirez

Sports Shorts
Noah Poser
Torch Reporter

Hankins performs at Madison Square Garden
 Former Ferris men’s basketball player Zach Hankins and Xavi-
er University (Cincinnati, Ohio) took part in the Big East tourna-
ment Thursday, March 14, and Friday, March 15. The Big East 
tournament was held at the famous Madison Square Garden 

and Hankins certainly raised his level of play 
while playing in the United States’ “Mecca” of 
basketball.
 In the opening game of the tournament for 
the Musketeers, Hankins dominated against 
Creighton University. He scored 22 points and 
had nine rebounds against the Blue Jays to go 
along with two blocks. On top of all that, he 
had the game-winning tip-in with 29 seconds 
left in the game to lift Xavier to a victory and a 
berth in the Big East tournament semifinals.

 In the semifinals, Hankins continued his stellar play against 
Villanova University. He scored 18 points and had six boards 
against the regular season Big East champs. However, that 
wasn’t enough for Xavier, as the Musketeers would go on to lose 
in overtime. While the loss likely eliminated any remaining hope 
of the Musketeers receiving an at-large bid in the NCAA tour-
nament, Hankins displayed his undeniable abilities during the 
game.

Malik Taylor shines at Central Michigan Pro Day
 Three Ferris football players participated in their pro days Fri-
day, March 15, in advance of the National Football League (NFL) 
draft to be held late April. The players traveled to local Central 
Michigan University to get a chance to shine in front of NFL 
scouts as they hope to continue their football careers.
 Ferris wide receiver Malik Taylor was one of the three and post-

ed some great numbers. Standing at six feet 
two inches and weighing in at 211 pounds, 
he showed that he had the size teams are 
looking for. He displayed the speed to follow 
it as he ran a blazing 4.44 second 40-yard 
dash, which would have ranked 12th out of 
37 receivers in the NFL combine. He also had 
a broad jump of 126 inches, which would’ve 
ranked eighth out of the 42 receivers who par-
ticipated in the drill.
 Taylor’s time of 6.81 seconds in the three 

cone drill would have ranked fourth out of 29 receivers who did 
the drill in Indianapolis, while his shuttle time would have been 
top of the charts over the other 33 participants from the com-
bine. These last two drills were key for Taylor as they showcase a 
magnificent agility good for evading defenders.

Zach 
Hankins

Malik 
Taylor

Michael Reedy 
Torch Reporter

 The Ferris men’s tennis team showcases much di-
versity, so much so that international players outnum-
ber American-born players by a significant amount.
 The team comprises eight students from locales 
ranging from Indonesia to France. With just two stu-
dents from the United States and just three from 
North America, the tennis team brings in great talent 
from all around the world, which not only makes the 
team better, but makes a great time for the individ-
uals and their college experience, according to Ferris 
men’s tennis interim head coach Mark Doren. 
 “We have so many different cultures,” Doren said. 
“So many different lifestyles that the opportunity for 
them to learn from each other, but also our American 
players to kind of have that sense of other cultures 
around them, has really been awesome.”
 The Bulldogs, who are 2-8 throughout the season, 
have played the majority of their games indoors due to 
the region’s hazardous weather. To some international 
players, this can be a challenge they have to overcome 
as Bulldogs.
 “First of all, the surface and the weather is differ-
ent,” Ferris junior Pablo Munoz Baroja said. “Being 
from Spain, the most common surface is clay instead 
of hard courts, and you always play outdoors because 
the weather is a lot nicer than in Michigan.”
 To travel all the way to Big Rapids and discover 
Ferris of all the options throughout the United States 
and home countries can be quite a struggle. With the 
advancement in technology, however, it has become 
easier for coaches and players to connect, what with 
certain websites that help both parties find a college 
to play for.
 “There’s four or five internet websites that you can 
go on and players will put themselves on these web-
sites,” Doren said. “They’ll describe their playing abil-
ity, they put videos of their tennis on these websites 
and then they talk about their academic scores and all 
that type of stuff, so you can get to see where they fit 
academically and athletically.”
 The main reason Ferris sees so many tennis play-

ers from different countries, especially from Europe, is 
because there is not a lot of opportunity to play sports 
like football or basketball, so more kids start out play-
ing tennis, according to Doren.
 Playing in the United States and for a Division II 
university makes for great experiences and is a great 
way for players to improve their style of play. For plans 
after college, many students intend to return home.
 “I’m planning on going back home once I graduate, 
for sure,” Baroja said. “I will be working and living in 
Spain but I won’t take tennis very seriously, I will just 
play for fun if I have time.”
 The Bulldog men’s tennis team has had great suc-
cess in previous years, with not having more than five 
losses in the past three seasons. Not only was Ferris’ 
success a factor when these international students 
decided to come play here, but some family ties made 
them familiar with the state of Michigan.
 “I was looking to study in the USA with a tennis 
scholarship so I talked to a lot of tennis coaches from 
many different universities,” Baroja said. “After that, 
some of them were interested in having me play for 
them and I decided with the option that best fitted my 
situation. In my case, I had an uncle living in Detroit 
and I received a good scholarship, so I decided to 
come to Ferris considering all that.”
 The Bulldogs return to serve Saturday, March 23, 
where they head north to begin conference play 
against the Michigan Technological University Hus-
kies.

Serving abroad
Ferris tennis focuses on bringing in diverse group of players

Where are they from?
- Ayush Deswal: New Delhi, India (FR)
- Mathis Guerre: Aix en Provence, France (SO)
- Pablo Munoz Baroja: San Sebastian, Spain (JR)
- Connor Douglas: Toronto, Ontario (JR)
- Cedric Rupa: Bridgeman Downs, Australia (JR)
- Jack Seymour: Traverse City, Michigan (JR)
- Steward Sell: Kalamazoo, Michigan (SR)
- Nur Adim Ramdani Iswan: Makassar, Indonesia 
(SR)

Follow us on twitter @fsutorch for live updates 

on the game!

Can’t COME 
to a Ferris 

SPortING event?

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED

Torch file photo

Wrights Last ChanCe saLoon 
located in Hawkins approx. 15 minutes from Ferris 

State, is currently looking to hire cooks, bartenders, and 
servers. No experience needed we will train you. If you 

are interested in applying you can do so at the establish-
ment (13645 N Cottonwood Ave. Reed City, MI 49677), 

must have reliable transportation and be at least 18 
years old. If you have any questions regarding this ad 

please contact Pam (owner) at 231-832-2094.



PET FRIENDLY

• Free Wi-Fi
• Free tanning
• Volleyball court
• On-site security
• Prompt maintenance
• Deferred leases available
• Roommate matching
• Spacious Four bedroom/Four bathroom
• Private bathroom in each suite

• Over 1500 sq. ft. per apartment
• Individual leases per bedroom
• Full kitchen and living area
• In-unit washer and dryer
• Quiet and smoke free apartments available
• Microwave and mini-fridge in every room
• Patio or balcony on every suite
• Clubhouse with pool and gym

The best VALUE in Big Rapids

LEASE EARLY TO RESERVE YOUR APARTMENT & SUITE FOR 2018-2019

DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS
Luxury Living for Students

APPLY ONLINE: WWW.UNIVERSITYPARKESUITES.COM
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Offering the 
Best Value  

for Ferris  
Students!

RENT STARTS AT 
$399/MONTH

Call today for details on this GREAT OFFER!

LIVE OUTSIDE THE LINES

LIVE FOR LESS AT UNIVERSITY PARKE SUITES
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Sorry not sorryChat with the chief
Editor in Chief, Megan Lewton

The Ferris State Torch is 
published on 27 Wednesdays 
throughout the academic year. 

This student-run newspaper 
is printed by The Pioneer Group.

 Student media retain the same 
rights, responsibilities, privileges 
and protections afforded by the 
First and Fourteenth Amendments 
of the U.S. Constitution and under 
applicable state laws.
 The Torch and fsutorch.com, the 
student newspaper and its accom-
panying online version focused on 
Ferris State University, are public 
forums for student expression. 
Student editors have the authority 
and responsibility to make all con-
tent decisions without censorship 
or advanced approval for both the 
print and online editions of the 

student newspapers.

OUR LOCATION
Alumni Building 013
410 Oak Street
Ferris State University
Big Rapids, MI 49307
fsutorch.com/letter-to-the-editor/

 The Ferris State Torch  
welcomes comments on topics of 
interest to the general readership. 
Letters should not exceed 300 words 
in length and The Torch reserves the 
right to edit for length. Letters will not  
be edited for grammar, punctuation 
or spelling. The Torch will not print 
letters deemed to be libelous or 
obscene. All letters must be signed 
by their authors and include his or 
her phone number. 
 Unsigned editorials appearing 
on this page are the opinion of The 
Torch and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the university’s 
administration, faculty or staff. 
Signed columns represent the opin-
ion of the writer. Inquiries regarding 
editorial content should be directed 
to the Editor in Chief at  
(231) 591-5978.

To advertise with the Torch, contact 
Bray Benner at the Pioneer Group:
(231) 592-8391.
bbenner@pioneergroup.com

 This opinion might not settle 
well with everyone, so I apologize 
in advance.
 Actually, wait. No, I don’t apol-
ogize. 
 I need to stop that. 
 I recently read an article from 
TED in their “How to Be a Better 
Person” series, and it has really 
made me reevaluate things. The 
post discussed the overuse of 
sorry in unnecessary situations 
and how they “undercut our con-
fidence.”
 It felt as though the article was 
written just for me, with bolded 
headers that basically screamed 
my name, telling me to stop 
over-apologizing. 
 Growing up, my parents really 
emphasized using good manners. 
We were taught to say “please” 
and “thank you” for basically 
everything anyone does for us, big 
or small, which still resonates with 
me today.
 I think this is where my apolo-

getic tendencies stem. I frequently 
view myself as an inconvenience 
and I feel the need to say “I’m 
sorry” for doing things that don’t 
require apologies. I’ll say “sorry” 
then “thank you” if someone is 
holding the door for me and I’m 
not standing directly behind them, 
so I have to take a couple more 
steps before I can grab it. Anytime 
I cry or even tear up in front of 
a friend, I apologize because I 
think I’ve made things awkward or 
ruined the tone. I even apologize 
when I sneeze mid-conversation. 
Sneezing, guys.
 The one I do the most is apolo-
gize for delayed responses to an 
email. I get tons of emails every 
day, and I don’t always have time 
to respond right away, and hon-
estly, sometimes I forget to. I’m 
not perfect.
 And I’m done apologizing for it. 
 If you take time to consider 
it, many people of power don’t 
apologize unless it’s absolutely 

warranted. Think about it: when 
your professor doesn’t respond to 
an email until days after you sent 
it, do they apologize? Typically, 
no, and they shouldn’t have to. 
They have lives outside of the 
classroom. 
 So why do we feel we have to?
 By apologizing for trivial reasons 
all the time, it really does make 
you appear weaker. Of course, you 
should still say you’re sorry when 
you’ve made an actual mistake 
or have done some damage, but 
you don’t need to apologize for lit-
tle blunders or things you cannot 
control.
 Canadian sociologist Maja 
Jovanovic, who did the “sorry” 
study, advised people to replace 
apologies with other phrases. 
For starters, when responding to 
a text or email late, don’t say, 
“Sorry, I was at work.” Simply 
say, “I was at work.” No matter 
the reason, you shouldn’t have to 
apologize for living your life.

 Another tip is to replace “sorry” 
with “thank you.” One I’ve been 
working to use is “Thank you 
for your patience” in lieu of “I’m 
sorry for sending this to you late.” 
Another way to practice this is to 
stop apologizing for venting your 
feelings or talking too much. Say 
“Thank you for listening to me” 
or “Thank you for letting me talk 
about this” before passing over 
the conversation. If someone has 
already given you permission to 
talk about something serious, 
don’t feel bad for taking them up 
on it. 
 This isn’t a way to excuse major 
wrongdoings. Say you’re sorry 
where it’s due, but don’t sweat the 
small stuff. The people in your life 
really won’t mind the little things 
about yourself that you typically 
apologize for. 
 You’re making yourself appear 
smaller by apologizing and view-
ing yourself as an inconvenience. 
Don’t.

OPINIONS “While you — Shawna — were at a luxury resort camp reading ‘Fifty Shades of Grey,’ I was 
researching North Korean prison camps while dressed in three shades of beige. ”

- Jonny Parshall - See below for story

Jonny Parshall | Opinions Editor | parshar@ferris.edu
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 I was asked some weeks ago where I 
would be going for spring break.
 “The bathroom, if I’m lucky,” I responded.
 This response is by no means inspired by 
my love for long sessions on the porcelain 
poo pot, but a reference to my hefty work-
load.
 Most instructors realize the need for stu-
dents to refresh their growing minds during 
this holiday, and typically offer light work-
loads. What they don’t realize is that many 
students take many classes, are involved 
in organizations, have to work to earn that 
sweet, sweet cash and might have other 
obligations that require their time or effort. 
Spring break assignments might seem small 
individually, but accumulated they can ren-
der any idea of “time off” as a laughably 
immense task that’s anything but funny.
 For some, spring break is free time. For 
others, it is crunch time. Or catch-up time.
 Some of us can claim responsibility for 
our own overload. I, personally, was not 
obligated to join a history honors-based 
organization. Nobody broke my knuckles to 
accept dual positions at the Torch. I was not 
pressured at gunpoint to choose a difficult 

research topic in Asian History, or present a 
separate research paper at a conference in 
Southeast Michigan.
 I did these things, like many of us do, 
because I want a full college experience 
to maximize my real-world skills and blow 
up my résumé. Unfortunately, this comes 
at the sacrifice of travel, relaxation, a love 
life, a night life and a healthy level of sun-
light-boosting vitamin D.
 Add to these the fact I’m a GROWN ASS 
man with the responsibility of a GROWN ASS 
house, and I see myself with a month’s load 
of projects and housework crammed into the 
odd hours of a single week that otherwise 
would not get done without the … *ahem* 
… “time off.”
 My mood could be considered bitter, salty 
or sour. Basically my emotions range across 
a spectrum of unpleasant flavors. And I can 
be an unpleasant person as a result. 
 And it’s nobody’s fault. I have no right to 
point my finger at anybody in blame.
 But I CAN point my finger in judgment, in 
jealousy and in spite.
 So get ready to eat my words.
 (Names below are totally made up and not 
based on real persons…)
 (...but how often is that statement actually 

true?)
 So while you — Becky — were hitting the 
beach in a crop top and high waisters, I was 
hitting the books in a bathrobe and sweat-
pants. I hope you were stung by a jellyfish.
 While you — Chad — were lining up shots of 
tequila in a Mexican hotel with your elegant 
bros, I was lining up paragraphs of Spanish 
homework into eloquent prose. I hope you 
puked on your friends.
 While you — Brody — were soaking in the 
saltwater with your best bois playing water 
polo, I was a salty boi drinking Smart Water, 
soaking in the exploits of Marco Polo. I hope 
you drowned a little bit — not enough to die 
— just enough to reminisce on an empty, 
wasteful, privileged life.
 While you — Shawna — were at a luxury 
resort camp reading “Fifty Shades of Grey,” I 
was researching North Korean prison camps 
while dressed in three shades of beige. I 
hope you caught malaria from those exotic 
mosquitoes.
 While you — Carly — were riding the 
mechanical rodeo bull hard and long in 
Panama City, I was writing this moronical 
bloated “bull” article, alone and shitty. I hope 
you were thrown off into a vat of hepatitis.
 So if I see ya’ll tanned faces smelling like 
yesterday’s whiskey and a faint summer 
breeze, and I begin to audibly growl, I’m 
sorry. You don’t actually deserve it.
 But whatever, I don’t care. Go back to Hell 
from whence you came. Jonny out. *drops 
mic*

Spring break?
...more like 
spring fake

Jonny Parshall
Opinions Editor
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Stay updated on campus news by 
liking us on Facebook or following 

us on Twitter

I love to 
celebrate! 21%

It’s an excuse 
to drink 47%

It’s overrated 31% 

TORCH POLL RESULTS
What are 

your thoughts 
about St. 

Patrick’s Day?

watch us on

 youtube

FSU torch

49 VOTES

Summer courses at Ferris State University are now open for enrollment. 
A wide variety of courses, which may be used to satisfy both program 
and general education requirements, are currently available. 

Students who enroll for at least six credits are eligible to receive free 
housing in North Hall, the newest residence hall on campus. North Hall 
is located adjacent to the University Center and is in close proximity to 
many academic buildings.

Questions may be directed toward the Office of the Dean, College of 
Arts and Sciences, at 231-591-3660.

For a complete 
list of courses 

that are offered

Work on Mackinac Island This Summer – 
Make lifelong friends. The Island House Hotel 
and Ryba’s Fudge Shops are seeking help in 
all areas: Front Desk, Bell Staff, Wait Staff, 
Sales Clerks, Kitchen, Baristas. Dorm Housing, 
bonus, and discounted meals.

(906) 847-7196 
www.theislandhouse.com

592-1204
FREE ESTIMATES

North End of Town 
1204 N. State St.
Big Rapids, MI

Certified Mechanics on Staff
Locally Owned and Operated

HONEST & AFFORDABLE CAR CARE
Mufflers • Brakes
Struts • Shocks
Undercarriage Specialist
FOREIGN  
AND DOMESTIC

15

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 

4:30-6 PM (food 
provided) 

West Campus 
Community Center 

LEAD by Design acknowledges support from the Michigan Talent Investment Agency Workforce Developments KCP Initiative. 
Anyone with a disability who needs special accommodations to attend this event should contact the Disability Services Office at 

231.591.3057 or ecds@ferris.edu at least 72 hours in advance of the event. Ferris State University is an equal opportunity institution. 
For information on the University’s Policy on Nondiscrimination, visit www.ferris.edu/non-discrimination. 

Activities Include: 

 STORYTIME 
 LITERACY GAMES 
 BOOK GIVEAWAY 

***This is event is sponsored by LEAD by Design, Students with 
Children, and the LGBTQ+ Resource Center*** 



231-796-7355 
18415 Northland Drive, Big Rapids | Just north of the airport on old 131

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

NAPA Certified 
Service Center All 
Work Guaranteed!

All Major Credit Cards Accepted • Towing Available from Currie’s & BR Towing
FREE Estimates

Front End 
Alignment

$29.95

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

• Brake Special • Tune-Ups
• Struts, Shocks & Ball Joints

• Starters & Alternator Service

$1,295
Installed with Warranty 

Starting atTransmission 
Rebuilding

Special!

PARIS 
AUTO SALES & SERVICE 
Center of Big rapids

WE ALSO 
DO TIRES! 
STOP IN 
TODAY!

Snow Plow Repair
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