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NINETY-ONE YEARS OF ILLUMINATING THE TRUTH

Faculty await future in Center for Virtual Learning

From layout to color scheme, faculty is getting their say

Photo by: Brendan Sanders | Editor-in-Chief

The Center for Virtual Learning is set to open in the spring of 2023. Once completed, it will host a slew of majors, from education to television and digital media production.

Jessica Oakes
Special Editions Editor

As the excavation wraps up and the foun-
dation is laid for the new Center for Virtual 
Learning, the Ferris community is catching 
a glimpse of the future of online education. 

The CVL is on schedule to complete con-
struction in the spring of 2023. This will 
begin a new era for programs in education, 
digital media and intelligence.  

Liza Ing, professor of education, sees the 
CVL as an exciting asset for aspiring teach-
ers.  

“I’m hoping that it will entice more peo-
ple to come to Ferris specifically to become 
teachers and to be involved in this wonder-
ful new way of learning and of teaching,” 
Ing said. 

Ing explained that the School of Educa-
tion is moving from Bishop Hall to the CVL 
to prepare students for their increasingly 
technologically advanced careers. 

“With the pandemic, the need to learn 
how to teach with technology has increased 
tenfold,” Ing said. “We will actually be able 
to have students teaching each other us-
ing technology that [already exists in some 
schools.]” 

The move will also benefit both profes-
sors and students by placing faculty offices 
in the same building as classrooms. While 

Ing, as well as other education instructors, 
currently have their offices in the Arts and 
Sciences Commons, she believes that this 
will be a “fantastic” improvement. 

Ing hopes that the CVL will reflect a bright 
future for learning in other schools as well. 

“The need for technology, and for us to 
be able to prepare future teachers to use 
technology, is really important. So, I would 
hope that we will see more of these kinds 
of buildings, or at least this type of technol-
ogy, in other universities,” Ing said. 

Ing’s voice has been heard throughout 
the entirety of the CVL’s planning. She gave 
her input on classroom layouts, offices and  
color schemes. 

“[Faculty] are [a part] of the conversation 
and [are providing] input into what our new 
classrooms are going to look like,” Ing said. 
“It has been very fascinating to see all the 
processes and [to] know that we’re going to 
be getting things that are going to benefit 
us. The School of Ed. is not going to just be 
retrofit into something that already exists.” 

School of Digital Media Coordinator Glen 
Okonoski also appreciates the open com-
munication. 

“I think there has been really good com-
munication and conversation. I do think 
the faculty’s desires, as it relates to what 
these classrooms look like and how they 
are equipped, are reflected in the plans for 

the building,” Okonoski said. 
Okonoski is also a professor of television 

and digital media production. With the CVL 
completing construction during  the  TDMP 
program’s 50th year of existence, he is ex-
cited to see students learning with state-of-
the-art technology.  

“In the new building, we will have dedi-
cated labs and spaces that are relevant to 
the future technology that we’ll be teaching, 
such as an augmented reality VR lab and a 
motion capture space,” Okonoski said. 

All throughout the planning of the CVL, 
Okonoski tried to focus on the wants and 
needs of both his fellow faculty members 
and his students.  

“Our goal is always to prepare students 
for careers, of course. So, the more we can 
provide them [with] a learning experience 
that reflects or resembles what their pro-
fessional experiences are going to be, the 
better. And I think that this space will allow 
us to do that,” Okonoski said. 

Chad Stirrett, the associate vice presi-
dent of facilities management, joined the 
CVL project eight months ago. He believes 
that all the  included academic programs 
have a kind of “synergy.” 

“[The CVL] brings a lot of different pro-
grams together that actually have kind of 
a connectivity, a connection to them, and 
[the CVL will put] them under one roof,” Stir-

rett said. “It really gives them a new state of 
environment to work in.” 

A “unique mix” of career-oriented educa-
tional programs is something Stirret appre-
ciates about Ferris. 

“Many of them are the only programs of 
their kind in the Midwest...They’re also high-
ly desirable for people looking for changes 
in careers, or maybe to accelerate their ex-
isting career and to make them available 
from a virtual learning standpoint,” Stirrett 
said. 

Stirrett believes that Ferris is offering stu-
dents a valuable asset with the construc-
tion of the new building. 

“The reason that universities build build-
ings  is really to further the academic pro-
grams and the need for them,” Stirrett said. 

After months of excavation, Stirrett ex-
plained that the construction team will be 
making real visual progress on the CVL in 
the coming months. 

“What you’re going to see coming up 
here in the next month is us receiving steel 
on site. Then you’ll really start to see prog-
ress because you’ll see the steel start to 
come up out of the ground,” Stirrett said. 

For more information on the construction 
and layout of the CVL, visit Ferris’ facilities 
webpage. 

Movements on the Mehler case
Judge denies temporary restraining order, injunction results pending trial

Rebecca VanderKooi
Opinions Editor

Ferris lawyers responded to history pro-
fessor Dr. Barry Mehler’s emergency mo-
tion for a temporary restraining order and 
temporary injunction regarding his spring 
semester introduction video.

Mehler filed this request in hopes of be-
ing reinstated back to his position at the 
university with full privileges. He also re-

quested that the court restrain the universi-
ty from prohibiting him to come to campus 
and have contact with students both former 
and current.

Judge Jane Beckering reviewed and de-
nied the request for the temporary restrain-
ing order, but the temporary injunction is 
pending trial.

“Having considered the record before it, 
the Court, in its discretion, finds that the im-
mediate  issuance of a temporary restrain-

ing order without notice to all Defendants is 
not justified,” Beckering wrote in her ruling.

The university responded to Mehler’s 
requests by claiming that the viral class 
introduction video is not considered free 
speech.

“Speech is not protected, public speech 
when made only to a ‘captive audience 
of  students’ enrolled in a university class 
who cannot ‘effectively avoid further bom-
bardment of their sensibilities’ by simply 

averting their ears. See Bonnell v. Lorenzo,” 
University lawyers, Robert M. Vercruysse 
and Anne-Marie Vercruysse Welch wrote.

Mehler and his lawyers reaffirmed their 
position on his video that it was informa-
tion-dense and not profanity-dense.

“As far as the profanity is concerned, 
there’s the first Amendment of the Consti-
tution that gives us the right to speak free-

Mehler| see page 4
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“Workaholics” star works the crowd

Comedian Erik Griffin traveled to Big Rapids for Comedy Night
Jessica Oakes
News Reporter

Donning a shirt that read “hero mode,” 
actor-comedian Erik Griffin saved the par-
tially filled Williams Auditorium from a dull 
Wednesday evening at last week’s Comedy 
Night. 

Known for his appearances in “Work-
aholics,” “Mike and Dave Need Wedding 
Dates” and “Blunt Talk,” Griffin used his 
decades of comedy experience to make the 
most of the small crowd. 

Griffin was able to use the room to his ad-
vantage, poking fun at the slow Big Rapids 
night life. 

“I almost want the lights on so I can see 
people, then it really feels like I’m in an 
empty room,” Griffin said. “Where are your 
friends, m-----------s? What’s going on in this 
b------t town?” 

The jokes were bold, considering how 
sensitive or “woke” Griffin believes college 
students to be. Fortunately for him, the 
audience in Williams Auditorium laughed 
and jeered at his vulgar comedy. The crowd 
even applauded as Griffin asked if people 
were ready for the “inappropriate” material. 

The set was  a mixture of sexual jokes, 

discourse against the body positivity move-
ment and efforts to stay current in both pop 
culture and politics. 

“I want Biden to pull out of COVID like he 
did Afghanistan,” Griffin said.  

To connect with the young adult demo-
graphic, Griffin shared his comical hot 
takes through references to popular mov-
ies and television shows. This included 
his thoughts on gratuitous nudity with 
HBO’s “Euphoria” and inexplicable diversity 
through Marvel’s “Eternals.” 

“I’m a nerd first, I need things to make 
sense. I’m not for diversity for diversity’s 
sake.” Griffin said.  

The largest reactions and loudest laughs 
were prompted by Griffin’s tendency to turn 
the spotlight on to the audience members. 
One of which was senior Madison MacDow-
ell, the president of Entertainment Unlimit-
ed, who led the planning for Comedy Night. 

“Do you guys know Madison?” Grif-
fin said. “Madison’s so cool. She’s not a 
nerd like the people who usually run these 
things.”  

MacDowell thought the crowd work was 
a great addition to the show. The jokes 
landed so well, [and] she believed that the 
smaller, more intimate crowd was an asset 

for Griffin. 
“I got called out a little bit, but I was prac-

tically in tears laughing. People were good 
sports about it,” MacDowell said.  

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Griffin 
had some qualms about how things work 
in Big Rapids. Harsh weather aside, Griffin 
was blown away by the existence of Ferris’ 
plastics engineering technology program.  

Two PET students who sat close to the 
stage were dubbed “the plastics” by Griffin. 
They became the punchline to many jokes.  

“What, do you guys just go to a landfill 
and say, ‘yep, this is my job,’” Griffin said.  

The plastics were later asked to make an 
engagement ring as Griffin asked couples 
big questions like, “Do you think they’re the 
one?” and, “If he proposed right now, would 
you say yes?” 

Dental hygiene senior Michelle Meiste 
and film junior Tanner Menghini confessed 
their love for one another during Griffin’s 
questionnaire. Both were amused by the 
audience participation, explaining that it 
made the set feel more personal.  

Putting jokes aside, Griffin gave some 
earnest advice to an audience he grew to 
know quite well. 

“I like that you guys have dreams. Follow 

them. I didn’t until way later,” Griffin said.  
Griffin quit pursuing his career as a young 

comedian and did not return until his 30s. 
He decided to follow his dream once again 
to avoid wondering what might have been. 
He hoped to use his story as a confidence 
booster for his audience of “young minds in 
a place of learning, [who are] trying to get 
[their lives] together.” 

Before the show, MacDowell reflected on 
the planning of Comedy Night. COVID-19 
took away EU’s chance to put on the an-
nual Music Takes Action show, prompting 
them to arrange a stand-up comedy show 
instead.  

Planning a comedy show was somewhat 
of a relief to MacDowell and the rest of EU. 

“I really like stuff with music, but some-
times planning a large-scale music event 
can get kind of stressful. I like comedy be-
cause it’s pretty easy to set up, while still 
being fun,” MacDowell said. 

The Music Takes Action shows have pre-
viously drawn crowds of over 3,000 stu-
dents, with headliners such as blackbear, 
Jesse McCartney and Lupe Fiasco.  

Future EU events include Marvel Trivia 
and the Spring Fling. For more information, 
visit the EU page on Bulldog Connect.  

Photo by: Bradley Moore | Torch Photographer

Erik Griffin took the stage on Wednesday Feb. 23 in lieu of the yearly Entertainment Unlimited “Music Takes Action” event, which hasn’t been put on since 2019, due to COVID-19.
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- ON THE RECORD - 
A roundup of this week’s crime at Ferris State University

Faded Friday
Noah Kurkjian 
News Editor

Faded Friday
Feb. 11, 9:48 p.m. - Officers 

were dispatched to Puterbaugh 
Hall when an RA smelled marijua-
na coming from one of the rooms. 
Officers discovered students 
were smoking in their room and 
confiscated their supply and 
paraphernalia and referred them 
to student conduct.

You gotta stop, silly
Feb. 14, 12:00 p.m. - Officers 

stopped a driver for running a 
stop sign in front of the pharmacy 
building on Ferris Drive. The stu-
dent was cited for failure to stop. 

Slick situation
Feb. 18, 12:16 a.m. - Officers 

caught a driver doing donuts in 
their vehicle in lot 28. When they 
attempted to make contact, the 
driver fled out of the parking lot, 
disregarding the officers trying to 
stop him. The driver proceeded 
out of town and was giving police 
chase until he landed in a dead 
end road. The driver was arrested 
for evading police and cited for 
reckless driving. 

Halfway there
Feb. 20, 11:05 p.m. - An offi-

cer saw a vehicle with a headlight 
and taillight out. The officer 
make contact with the driver 
and discovered he did not have 
insurance. The driver was cited 
for lacking insurance and warned 
for vehicle maintenance items.

Bad game of telephone
Feb. 22, 8:48 p.m. - Officers 

were called to the student rec 
center when a visitor believed 
that staff were making comments 
about him. When officers arrived, 
the visitor left. 

Crash and dash
Feb. 26, 2:19 p.m. - A student 

reported a hit-and-run accident 
that may have taken place in 
parking lot nine. The case was 
closed with no leads.

Catching Z’s in Lot 28
Feb. 27, 5:35 a.m. - While pa-

trolling, officers found an under-
age student partially conscious 
in their vehicle with an open con-
tainer of alcohol. Officers did a 
preliminary field sobriety test and 
cited the student with a minor in 
possession ticket.

Noah Kurkjian
News Editor

LANSING - The Michigan House 
approved an expansion to the “Right 
to Try” law that would allow Michi-
gan physicians to prescribe FDA-un-
approved treatments for COVID-19. 

The measure passed on a vote of 
56-48, largely following party lines. 

This change now allows doctors 
to perscribe drugs like ivermectin 
or other similar medications to 
patients dying of COVID-19.  

Patients interested in pursuing 
these courses of treatment will 
have to sign a form acknowledging 
the risks and side effects, acknowl-
edging that insurance won’t cover 
the drug or the treatment if there 
are adverse reactions and that the 
use of these drugs may disqualify 
patiences from hospice services. 

Supporters of the bill, sponsor 
Rep. Mary Whiteford R-Casco 
Township, say that these drugs offer 
hope to a patient out of options and 

on the verge of death. 
“Shouldn’t a doctor have the 

ability to make a decision for his or 
her patient?” Whiteford, who is also 
a nurse, said.

“A doctor is specifically trained to 
take all research into consideration 
and decide the best course of ac-
tion for their patients. Today we can 
ensure that every one of us and our 
loved ones ... with the diagnosis of 
COVID has every opportunity to live.”

Those against the measure claim 
it to be redundant because it’s 
just offering protections to doctors 
already offering these drugs. 

“Intentionally or not, this legisla-
tion plays into conspiracy theories 
and misinformation propagated 
by foreign governments, snake oil 
salesmen and random men with 
podcasts, none of whom are better 
situated to determine a patient’s 
treatment than a medical pro-
fessional,” Rep. Laurie Pohutsky, 
Livonia-D, who is also a microbiolo-
gist, said.

Noah Kurkjian
News Editor

President Joe Biden announced 
Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson as 
his nomination to replace retiring 
Justice Stephen Breyer.

“Today, as we watch freedom 
and liberty under attack abroad, 
I’m here to fulfill my responsibilities 
under the Constitution to preserve 
freedom and liberty here in the Unit-
ed States of America,” Biden said at 
the White House as he introduced 
Jackson.

“For too long, our government 
[and] our courts haven’t looked like 
America. I believe it’s time that we 
have a court that reflects the full 
talents and greatness of our nation 
with a nominee of extraordinary 
qualifications, and that we inspire 
all young people to believe that they 
can one day serve their country at 
the highest level.”

Judge Jackson was born in Wash-
ington DC and grew up in Miami 
Florida. She graduated magna cum 
laude from Harvard University, 
then attended Harvard Law School, 
where she graduated cum laude 

and was 
an 
editor 
of the 
Har-
vard 
Law 
Re-
view.

Of 
the 115 
Supreme 
Court Justices 
to have served, 
108 of them have been 
white men, two have been Black 
men and five have been women. 

If appointed, Jackson would be 
the first Black woman the serve on 
the court and the fourth woman 
currently seated on the bench. 

Jackson’s addition to the court 
would not alter the ideological split, 
leaving it at a 6-3 conservative 
majority. 

Critics of the nomination are 
calling Judge Jackson a pawn of the 
“radical left.” Sen. Lindsay Gram-
ham, R-South Carolina tweeted, 
“the radical Left has won President 
Biden over yet again.”



4

4 
Week of Mar. 2 - 8, 2022

News
Ferris State Torch

Mehler 
Continued from front page

Planning for Pride Big Rapids

Community members have been planning since last June for Pride Big Rapids
Rebecca Witkowski
Freelance Reporter

Big Rapids’ first LGBTQ+ pride event is 
scheduled for this June, and it is set to fea-
ture activities for all ages. 

The festival is being organized by a group 
of Big Rapids residents led by Foster Neill. 
It will be held at Northend Riverside Park 
on Sunday, June 26. The event will be free 
to attend, with assorted items available for 
purchase. 

“We plan on having a stage with a line-
up of local live musicians and a drag show 
finale,” Neill said. “We also plan on having 
a beer tent, which we hope to use to raise 
money for next year’s Pride.” 

In addition to the stage and the beer 
tent, organizers are planning to have food 
and craft vendors, a booth to make buttons 
and, possibly, a bounce house. There will 

also be booths providing educational re-
sources and support for individuals who 
may need it, as well as a booth giving out 
“Mom Hugs,” according to Neill. 

Planning for the event began in June 
2021, when Neill created the Facebook 
page that would be the basis for event plan-
ning. Neill decided to make the page after a 
conversation with a friend. 

“One of my friends said to me, ‘There 
should be a Pride in Big Rapids,’” Neill 
said. “I agreed and told him he should start 
a Facebook group just to get the ball roll-
ing, but he didn’t want to take it on. A few 
weeks went by, and I decided I’d just start 
the Facebook page myself.” 

Neill created the page and opened it to 
the public. He took suggestions on what 
sort of vendors and activities people would 
like to see at the festival. The group decid-
ed to name the festival “Pride Big Rapids.”

So far the public’s reaction to the festival 
has been mostly positive. According to Neill, 
the community has been supportive of and 
excited for the event. He explained that dif-
ferent Big Rapids entities have shown their 
support for the event.  

“The City of Big Rapids, Big Rapids De-
partment of Public Safety, ArtWorks and 
the United Church of Big Rapids have all 
been supportive from the beginning,” Neill 
said. 

However, after the Big Rapids Pioneer 
posted an article discussing the festival 
to Facebook, there were some negative 
reactions from community members. Scott 
Triemstra commented “Disgusting” under 
the post, while William Horton left a com-
ment expressing his beliefs surrounding 
LGBTQ+ individuals. 

“All homosexuals, lesbians and those 
who promote those lifestyles must be athe-

ists,” commented Horton. “They have to be. 
God’s word is very plain.... on the rewards 
for such sins. I hope you like the afterlife 
party that will be waiting for you.” 

This is not Neill’s first time organizing 
and launching something new. In 2010 he 
founded The Michigan Poet, a website fea-
turing poetry written by individuals across 
the state. Individuals can submit their po-
etry for the chance to be published on the 
website. 

Individuals looking to get involved with 
planning for the festival are encouraged to 
attend the group’s weekly meetings. The 
meetings take place on Zoom and at P&J’s 
Plantiques in Roger’s Heights, which is 
about six minutes south of Big Rapids. The 
meetings occur at 6 p.m., and the Zoom 
link can be accessed from the Pride Big 
Rapids Facebook page. 

Graphic by: Sienna Parmelee | Production Assistant

ly. And the Supreme Court and every other 
court of the years over and over and over 
again rule that profanity is just a form of 
speech.” Mehler said.

Further, they argue that Mehler has not 
suffered adverse action because he is re-
ceiving full pay and benefits while he is 
suspended pending the investigation.

The university claims that Mehler would 
not suffer irreparable harm without the in-
junction.

“Plaintiff has also not alleged any spe-
cific damage or material loss he has suf-
fered as a result of the requirement that 
he remain away from campus while the 
investigation is ongoing,” Robert M. and 
Anne-Marie wrote.

Mehler alleged he is facing harm in a 
previous comment to the Torch.

“People don’t seem to understand at all, 
I’ve been defamed, I’ve been treated like a 
criminal, I’ve been publicly humiliated, they 
took down my bio from the university as if I 
never worked there, they stripped my can-
vas pages of all the content,” Mehler said.

Mehler’s lawyer, Matthew Hoffer replied 
to the university’s response supporting the 
motion for the temporary restraining order 
and temporary injunction.

One of the biggest issues addressed 
in the document is the claim that the uni-
versity failed to address Mehler’s prior re-
straining argument.

Hoffer references The Letter that Mehler 
received from the university that reportedly 
forbids him to speak to current or former 
students about his case or access the Fer-
ris campus.

“Defendants’ purported justifications 

for their actions fall far short of what is re-
quired to sustain a presumptively unconsti-
tutional prior restraint,” Hoffer wrote.

Hoffer also argues that Mehler’s speech 
is a matter of public concern, and the fact it 
was spoken in a classroom setting doesn’t 
change that. Hoffer also argues that Me-
hler’s speech was protected by academic 
freedom.

Mehler is taking Ferris State University 
to court on March 7 at 10 a.m.
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Ferris Outfitters is bringing in new stock for students to feel more included

Meghan Hartley
Lifestyles Reporter

Highlighting unique RSO products is a 
new aspect to Ferris Outfitters that stu-
dents can look forward to.

Ferris Outfitters has become interest-
ed in giving back to students and bring-
ing some excitement into the store by 
showcasing handpicked items from stu-
dent organizations around campus.

The store kicked off the start of Black 
History Month by showcasing items 
picked by the Office of Multicultural Stu-
dent Services. The OMSS  is a resource 
that supports, mentors and advocates 
for students of color and other underrep-
resented students. Products they chose 
included t-shirts, jackets, book bags, 
masks, water bottles and any miscella-
neous beauty items to help promote di-
versity within the store.

According to Danyelle Gregory, the 
director of the OMSS, she assembled a 
small group of students to make a list 
of items they wanted to see in the store, 
which the store was able to make hap-
pen.

“A lot of these things are items stu-
dents utilize on a day to day basis that 
they’re not necessarily able to access in 
Big Rapids,” Gregory said. “We have a 
Walmart and Meijer, but they have a very 
limited supply, and when they sell out 
sometimes it takes a while before they 
restock.”

Gregory says having these items read-
ily available on campus gives students 
the opportunity to get the necessities 
they need in order to take care of their 
hair, skin and other things of that nature.

Showcasing unique products is an ini-
tiative Ferris Outfitters is taking to create 
a shop-to-support opportunity for depart-
ments and RSOs on campus to make 
the store feel more oriented towards stu-
dents.

Donald Kozakowski, the merchandis-
er for Ferris Outfitters, says the initiative 
has been great and there has been real 
excitement from students.

“I think as more people see it, they 

get really excited about seeing the prod-
ucts,” Kozakowski said. “I think it’s giv-
en us an opportunity to really get out 
there and look for the products [and] see 
what’s available.”

An aspect Kozakowski has been ex-
cited about has been the involvement 
of students when it comes to bringing 
new products into the store; one of the 
t-shirts being sold was designed by a stu-
dent. Kozakowski says they encourage 
students to get involved and get designs 
going so the store can have unique prod-
ucts made for them.

“From an inclusion perspective, it’s 
really huge,” Kozakowski said. “Also, this 
is the students’ bookstore, and it’s the 
sense that it’s outfitted for them. We re-
ally want them to come in and really feel 
like this is speaking to them.”

Turning Ferris Outfitters into a full mer-
chandise store and stocking it with items 
students would actually like to see and 
purchase makes the space a store for 
the whole community.

According to Gheretta Harris, Associ-
ate Vice President of Auxiliary Enterpris-
es, the whole point of the reconfiguration 
of the bookstore into a merchandise 
store is so that the university can decide 
what they would like to sell with input 
from students.

Harris’ idea of bringing in university 
organizations to recommend products 
to sell in the store amplifies Ferris Outfit-
ters’ main moto, it is a store for students 
with products picked by students.

“It tells students that you belong,” 
Harris said. “It was really heartfelt, and I 
guess I didn’t expect it when we unveiled 
the OMSS products. When we unveiled 
them, the students who had appeared 
for the event, some had tears in their 
eyes. They had asked for products to be 
put in, and we want to include everyone 
in the store.”

Harris says that while Black History 
Month is ending, the handpicked prod-
ucts from the OMSS will remain available 
for students to purchase in the future.

“We want to be a part of the campus 
community [and] sell more than just 
campus items,” Harris said. [This is] a 
new program we hope will become sec-
ond nature. Please stop in to support 
these organizations.”

Ferris Outfitters is planning to high-
light different campus organizations and 
RSOs throughout the school year. Each 
month will highlight a new organization 
with new products picked out by mem-
bers of the organization.

Next month is women’s history month, 
and new handpicked items to soon ap-
pear on shelves.

Handpicked For Diversity

Photo by: Cassie Jessup | Multimedia Editor

Ferris Outfitters plans to continue bringing in special items for different monthly themes.

Photo by: Cassie Jessup | Multimedia Editor

Donald Kozakowski poses with the student designed t-shirt.

“When we unveiled 
them, the students 

who had appeared for 
the event, some had 
tears in their eyes.”

-Gheretta Harris
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Giuliana Denicolo
Lifestyles Reporter

This fall, Laurel Humphreys will begin her tenth year 
teaching commincations and women and gender stud-
ies at Ferris.  

“I was majoring in business and public relations when 
I was in my senior year of college, and as I got to the 
end of it, I realized I didn’t really like it or believe in it,” 
Humphreys said. 

Towards the end of her college career, she realized 
she was interested in theory and wanted to pursue 
something in that field. 

She never considered being a professor as a career 
option, but there were two professors that made her 
question if she could teach. After talking to them about 

it, she went to graduate school to become a professor.  
“In 2011, I was kind of transitioning and living in both 

the Detroit area and here. This was the only universi-
ty [near] where I lived, so I submitted my credentials,” 
Humphreys said. 

She started out at Ferris teaching strictly communica-
tions classes. At the time, they did not have anyone to 
teach women and gender studies 105. The head of the 
humanities department saw Humphreys’ background 
and asked her to teach it. She accepted and has been 
teaching it ever since. 

There is buzz on campus about Ferris potentially add-
ing a women’s studies minor, and Humphreys is hoping 
to teach some of those classes. 

She initially said yes to teaching women and gender 

studies because of her strong belief in what that class 
is about.  

“Especially because it’s radical, and that makes it 
fun, it’s controversial, and so it’s a more exciting class 
to teach,” Humphreys said. “And it’s an elective, peo-
ple [choose] to take it. So, your audience is more eager 
than in the required classes.” 

Humphreys is a very straightforward, bold person, 
and she brings that into her teaching. 

“If you read enough feminist writers, you don’t sugar-
coat things,” Humphreys said. “It’s my personality, my 
attitude, my genetics.”  
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Emma Franklin reflects on her time as Brutus

Dylan Rider
Sports Reporter

On Friday, Feb. 18, Brutus’ identity was revealed.
Ferris hospitality senior Emma Franklin has played 

Brutus since 2020. She attended over 50 events as 
Brutus and logged over 100 hours in the suit. 

Franklin spoke about her Brutus tryout, which includ-
ed the rarely worn Rufus suit.

“Pretty much for the tryout process you jump into the 
Rufus suit and you go around at some form of an event... 
Mine was a basketball game. So, I got like 20 minutes in 
the Rufus suit, where I kinda just walked around and in-
teracted with the crowd, and there were judges through-
out the crowds from the Gold Club,” Franklin said.

Franklin started her portrayal of Brutus in March of 
2020, meaning she started during the pandemic. At 
the time, Ferris was virtual and no fans were allowed to 
physically attend any games. Fast forward to now, where 
Franklin has been Brutus for just about two years, and 
fans have returned to the stands. 

Franklin spoke about the feeling she gets whenever 
fans go crazy over Brutus at events.

“Honestly, it’s a real interesting feeling. It’s really 
cool,” Franklin said. “Especially the pep-band, for ex-
ample. Every time Brutus walked by they were always 
cheering, ‘Brutus! We love you!’ Like, it’s a super fun 
feeling. It almost makes you feel like you’re famous, but 

at the same time you don’t know who I am, so it’s more 
comfortable.” 

Franklin also discussed anonymity. She explained 
that those who portray Brutus receive a scholarship for 
doing so. However, exposing your identity runs the risk 
of losing that scholarship. Franklin went on to say that 
besides bosses, the only people who know of Brutus’ 
identity are those who are in the Student Alumni Gold 
Club. 

The Student Alumni Gold Club is an RSO and a chap-
ter of Ferris’ Alumni Association, which Franklin joined 
before her time as Brutus The RSO handles mascot co-
ordination, which is a role Franklin  held before donning 
the Brutus suit. 

Assistant Director of Alumni Relations Ben Withey 
gave his thoughts on what it takes to play Brutus.

“I think it does take a certain type of individual to be 
able to... keep it a secret, and... the most important and 
challenging thing for really any mascot is to find a way 
to be animated without using your voice...,” Withey said.

Withey went on to laud Franklin as “phenomenal” in 
her portrayal. He also added how she “hit the ground 
running” after being hired.

Alongside her positive aspects, Franklin shared the 
hardships of being Brutus.

“It wasn’t all that easy,” Franklin said. “I also work 
on campus here, [so] there were times I was balancing 
class, RSOs, being Brutus and work. I was lucky I had 

a boss that knew, [so] I was able to talk to her, and I 
had a program director who was extremely flexible. I was 
lucky that I had a lot of people to work with me, but 
there were definitely days that I was just exhausted. Go-
ing from thing to thing, especially [on] the football game 
weekends. I was the dog for almost every single football 
game. You can imagine working and going to class all 
week, then jumping in the suit for the entire day on Sat-
urday. It’s a lot.”

Franklin went on to expand on how hard the football 
games could be, especially when students and alum-
ni were drinking. Franklin has been hit, inappropriately 
grabbed and pushed. She also noted that, even with 
handlers, she felt “defenseless.” 

Despite this, Franklin recommends being Brutus if 
you can keep up with the physical demands. Franklin 
used the word “fun” when describing the job, adding 
that the scholarship is also amazing. 

Withey gave credit to Franklin’s work throughout the 
100+ events she has worked. 

“Her professionalism in handling a lot of these events 
and her portrayal of Brutus have all been really good. 
It’s fair to say she set the bar, or has at least maintained 
it” Withey said. 

With Franklin graduating in the spring, she passed 
the golden bone to the next Bulldog to play Brutus. Fer-
ris will have to wait to see who the new Brutus is until 
they graduate. 

Et Tu, Brutus?

A spotlight on Laurel Humphreys and her achivements at Ferris

Faces of Ferris

Humphery| see page 7

Photo by: Hannah Crouch

Emma Franklin waves goodbye to crowd at her last time wearing the Brutus head.
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Why they’re important and how to talk about them
Jeremy Wolfe
Freelance Reporter

Boundaries are an important skill to 
learn, and the Anti-Violence Alliance is 
set on teaching students their value with 
new workshops.

The AVA is a coalition of both facul-
ty and students designed to talk about 
tough topics like assault, boundaries and 
communication. The aim of the project 
is to help people navigate complicated 
relationship issues with peers and with  
those in positions of power. Workshops, 
like the one hosted this week about 
boundaries, are used to educate.

Darby Dean, a peer educator for the 
AVA and student at Ferris, was first inter-
ested in the organization after hearing 
Raven Hills, the project director for the 
Office of Violence Against Women, speak 
on topics related to healthy relationships 
and the importance of concepts like con-
sent, trust and boundaries. 

With people being in such close con-
tact in college and really coming into 
their own, she felt it was important to 
help spread the message and educate 
on these topics.

“I think one of the biggest miscon-
ceptions of boundaries is that people 
are feeling anxious about bringing up a 
boundary so early,” Dean said. “They’re 
afraid of someone’s judgment, and if we 
can break down that barrier, the earlier 
we do that, the healthier and more long-
term the relationship is.”

The boundaries workshop was in large 
part focused on talking about the ways 
people engage with setting up barriers 
for themselves physically, mentally and 
digitally. 

In regards to navigating these prop-
erly, Dean said the most important as-
pect of any of these three categories is 
continuing to communicate about them, 
as they do not end when the subject is 
done and dropped. They must constantly 
be talked about in order for both people 
in a relationship to feel comfortable and 
safe. This extends to not just romantic 
partners, but to any kind of peer-to-peer 
relationship.

“That’s the whole idea of college; it’s 
to develop relationships, and we’re all 
jumping into new friendships,” Dean 
said. “It’s really crucial to educate your-
self on boundaries and where they lie, so 

that when you go out into the real world, 
you have those resources already...”

In addition to Dean, Hills was also 
present at the workshop. She contribut-
ed additional information about what she 
felt was important, both about boundar-
ies and the impact of college and peo-
ple’s backgrounds on learning about 
these concepts. 

“You are learning so much as a col-
lege student, and [you] tend to be more 
open-minded and willing to engage with 
information that might run counter to the 
ways you were raised or what you’ve al-
ways taken to be true,” Hills said. “I have 
found college students are more willing 
to rethink what they have taken for grant-
ed and to think critically about how they 
draw conclusions.”

Hills’ role as director puts her at the 
forefront of the prevention of crimes like 
assault, stalking and other harmful ac-
tions taken within a domestic or dating 
setting on campus. 

Her passion for the role came from 
her time as an undergraduate student. 
Ever since she has wanted to help create 
spaces for survivors of interpersonal vio-
lence and provide support to make sure 

others don’t experience the same trau-
ma in the future. 

For Hills, she hopes both herself and 
the AVA are a good place to start with 
helping students and giving them a place 
to talk about these important topics.

“These issues are so complicated, and 
there is always room for improvement, 
but the fact that the AVA has support 
from the administration at Ferris is a 
huge leap forward,” Hills said.

Hills hopes that these workshops and 
other resources will be helpful for Ferris 
students looking to learn more about 
these subjects and unlearn toxic and 
harmful ideas that can be present in TV 
shows, cartoons and other media. With 
greater access to resources, she hopes 
that others will work to include better 
ideas of communication and establish 
standards for their relationships that will 
help them in the future.

“My hope is that they think about ways 
to incorporate the information in their 
own lives and develop healthier relation-
ship dynamics and continue to engage 
with the work of the AVA,” Hills said.

Boundaries on campus

The fear of offending someone sometimes 
comes up, but what keeps her teaching style 
going is the validation she gets from most of 
her students. 

“Sometimes I might filter a little bit more 
if I see a [certain] facial expression in the 
class,” Humphreys said. “I don’t want to of-
fend people, but I also don’t want to censor 
the message.”  

On the first day of her class, Humphreys 
made sure to tell her students that this class 
was going to be controversial, and the point 
of it is to educate students, not to convert 
anyone’s beliefs. 

“My objective isn’t to force anybody into 
feminism, but my hope is that by becoming 
aware of the perspectives of feminism, stu-
dents will walk away with a greater under-
standing that is almost inevitably going to 
lead them to believe and act,” Humphreys 
said.  

When Humphreys was younger, she was 
aware that her parents,  who started their 
careers at the same time, had the same ed-
ucation, degree and career; they were consid-
ered equals, but they had a drastic difference 
in pay. 

“My whole life I’ve been aware of inequality 
between the sexes... and male chauvinism,” 
Humphreys said.  

It wasn’t until a professor of hers gave a 
speech about sexism and language that 
her  interest in the topic of inequality was 
sparked. 

Humphreys was fascinated with what was 
being brought up, and she believes that is 
what really launched her into feminist theory. 

In her introduction to her women’s gender 
studies class, she told students to call her 
by her first name because she believes that 
there’s a divide in student and professor rela-
tionships otherwise. 

With this being mentioned, one of her stu-
dents, Jeffra Dittmar, really likes Humphreys’ 

teaching style and personality. 
“I feel like she’s very laid back, so it allows 

her to connect more with the students in that 
aspect,” Dittmar said. “She’s fine with saying 
a swear word here or there, and she’s not 
afraid to talk about things that might be un-
comfortable.”  

To Dittmar, the class is educational, and 
she feels like she has learned a lot. 

“It’s very eye-opening, I would say. It defi-
nitely makes you have an open mind and 
think about what your previous knowledge of 
something was,” Dittmar said. 

Humphreys’ lectures on what it means to 
be a feminist and feminism in general were  
Dittmar’s favorite part because of how much 
she learned about herself. 

Like many other students before taking 
this class, Dittmar didn’t know much about 
feminism or that there were different kinds. 

“Having [Humphreys] as a professor [has] 
been nice [because I’ve] been able to be an 
advocate for that stuff now, because, like, I 
know a lot more. 

Humphreys assigned an ISPY to her stu-
dents in which they had to find an example 
of anything covered in the lectures in their 
everyday life and share it with the class. 

“Everybody had a different story to tell. You 
don’t realize how much sexism or discrimi-
nation of any kind is still out there,” Dittmar 
said. “We [had] 40 kids in that class all give 
different examples.” 

Because of Humphreys, Dittmar has ap-
plied this class to everything in her life. 

“I have a friend who says, ‘Oh, I’m not a 
feminist. I don’t want equal rights,’ and I just 
told her a lot of things that we’ve talked about 
in the class,” Dittmar said. 

To Dittmar, out of all the topics covered in 
class, the most important thing is the worth 
of a woman.  

“We are just as powerful. We can do any-
thing that men can do,” Dittmar said. “You’re 
not lesser just because you’re different 
than any male in general.” 

HUMPHERY 
Continued from page 6

Photo by: Angie Rosenthal | Freelance Photographer

Laurel Humphrey was asked to become the women’s study professor even though 

she wanted to only teach communications.
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EDITOR’S COLUMN:
By Brendan Sanders

 The word “pointless” is a dangerous word 
for me. 
 I tell myself how pointless it is for me to 
fight with people and get them angry at me 
over pointless projects or suggestions. It is 
pointless for me to argue with people about 
why I make some of the decisions I make. 
 When I have rough days, my mind tells me 
it is pointless to get up. 
 I try my best to avoid the word pointless, 
instead, I try to give meaning to everything 
that I do. 
 So, it amazes me when an entire nation 
engages in a pointless war. A war that gives 
them no benefit other than land, which 
comes at the cost of thousands or even 
millions of lives.
 There have been a few pointless wars 
in the last 100+ years. World War I, where 
countries decided to test new military tech-
nology by using Franz Ferdinand’s death as 
a springboard, was pointless. Vietnam was 
pointless, with very little to gain.  
 You would think nations would try to avoid 
conflicts that outsiders would deem to be 
“pointless”. 
 Insert Vladimir Putin and Russia. 
 Once again, Russia decided to start a 
war. Why? No one really knows. Some say it 
was because Ukraine wanted to join NATO. 
Others say Russia wants Ukranian resourc-

es. Russia says it’s because they are cleans-
ing Ukraine of Nazis, which is ironic consider-
ing Ukraine’s President, Volodymyr Zelensky, 
is Jewish, with family members that died in 
the Holocaust. 
 With very little real reasoning and very lit-
tle to gain, Putin ordered a full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine at 5 a.m Eastern European time 
on Thursday morning. 
 On paper, one would think that this inva-
sion should have been over with Russia as 
victors. Russia has the world’s 5th largest 
standing army in the world at 900,000 
soldiers, while Ukraine has 196,000. Yet, 
because everyone knows just how pointless 
this war is, Ukraine is defending twice as 
hard, and much of the world is on Ukraine’s 
side, giving aid, weapons and opening its 
borders to refugees. 
 Instead of getting a roaring victory in four 
days, it appears everything has gone wrong 
for the Russian offense.  
 Putin has killed thousands of his own 
men, alongside thousands of Ukrainians, for 
nothing.  
 He has embarrassed himself and Russia 
as a whole, in front of the world for nothing.
 His own citizens went out to protest 
Russia’s invasion, with thousands of protest-
ers being arrested for being against Putin’s 
pointless war.

 At the time of writing, his country’s econ-
omy is crashing, with the Russian Ruble 
trading at 40% lower than before the war. 
And if this war continues, he will need a lot 
of outside help to get it to recover. 
 He severely underestimated Ukraine’s 
resolve, and put his entire regime at risk 
for no reason other than to try to inflate his 
nation’s ego.   
 You would be foolish if you thought Putin 
would not eventually choose to put every-
thing at risk in a desperate attempt to bring 
back his country’s glory days as the Soviet 
Union. 
 His country was becoming irrelevant; the 
world only used the nation for its many 
natural resources.  So, he chose to start a 
pointless war.  
 Except, it is not pointless. Not to the peo-
ple defending their homes. Not to President 
Zelensky, who is showing the world what a 
real leader looks like when a war comes to 
their country’s front lawn. And it is for sure 
not pointless to the thousands of refugees 
who left their homes this week to get away 
from the Russian army and the war that is 
being forced upon them. 
 It was pointless for Putin, but it brought 
meaning to the rest of the world.

Putin’s Pointless 
Plan
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Should Ferris’s mask
mandate be lifted? 

Q:

Rebecca VanderKooi
Opinions Editor

At the beginning of the fall 2021 
semester, Ferris instituted a mask 
mandate on campus due to the contin-
ued COVID-19 pandemic.

Grand Rapids Public Schools recently 
removed their mask mandate. Starting 
on Monday, Feb. 28, students, faculty 
and staff will no longer be required 
to wear masks when at school. This 
comes after the CDC changed its mask 
guidelines.

These updates have caused spec-
ulation over whether Ferris will make 
similar changes to their mask-wearing 
policy.

A color-coded map released by the 
CDC shows the COVID-19 status of 
every county in the country. Green 
means low levels of COVID-19, yel-
low means a medium level and red 
means a high level. The vast major-
ity of Michigan is in the yellow zone, 
including Mecosta County.

Because Ferris is currently about 
halfway through the semester, I think 
it makes more sense to maintain 
mask-wearing protocols through the 
end of the semester and then re-eval-
uate before the fall semester begins.

The CDC outlined that in the yellow 
zone, those who are immunocompro-
mised or at a high risk of getting 
severe infections should talk to their 
healthcare provider about precautions, 
such as wearing masks or respirators 
in public.

While many college students, faculty 
and staff don’t fall into this group, it’s 
safe to assume that in a university of 
almost 15,000 students, some are 
going to be immunocompromised.

For these people, requiring in-per-
son classes may already be unnerving. 
If things were changed and they had to 
attend class in person with unmasked 

peers, it would not be a safe learning 
environment for them.

According to News in Health, a 
monthly newsletter from the National 
Institutes of Health, masks are effec-
tive in stopping the spread of COVID-
19. This happens through the mask 
trapping fluid droplets that exit the 
mouth while a person speaks. If some-
one has COVID-19 and is not wearing a 
mask, those droplets would be inhaled 
by others. Also, masks block aero-
sols from entering the airway. Different 
masks have different abilities to do 
this, but all do to some degree.

The best way to utilize masks in 
stopping the spread of COVID-19 is if 
all people in a given indoor area wear 
them.

Everyone deserves equal access to 
education. At Ferris, it’s important to 
create an environment that is safe and 
supportive for all students. I believe 
that changing the mask mandate at 
this juncture would be harmful to some 
students, faculty and staff.

After almost two years of this pan-
demic, it makes sense why people 
want to give up mask-wearing and 
begin to “get back to normal.” With the 
new CDC recommendations, people 
should have the choice about whether 
they want to wear a mask in many 
settings.

However, in an educational institu-
tion, such as Ferris where students 
who are immunocompromised often 
have no choice but to come to campus, 
masks should continue to be a require-
ment. This pandemic has been about 
protecting those that are the most 
vulnerable, and a small way Ferris can 
continue to do that is by maintaining a 
mask requirement.

Regardless of if the policy changes 
or not, I will be wearing my mask any 
time that I am on campus to help pro-
tect my peers.

Bradley Moore
Torch Photographer

Due to recent changes in the CDC 
mask guidelines, many local organiza-
tions have removed their mask man-
dates and Ferris State University may 
soon be following suit. This would be a 
positive step towards returning to the 
sense of normalcy that we had before 
the pandemic.

According to a CDC map that shows 
COVID-19 infection ratings by county, 
Mecosta County is considered to have 
a medium level of COVID-19 infection. 
This means that Ferris could decide to 
end their mask mandate because they 
are not located in a high-risk area.

Ferris students have been facing 
mandated COVID-19 restrictions since 
the disease started making headlines 
in the spring semester of 2020. These 
restrictions have not only limited per-
sonal freedoms but have also hindered 
learning and academic performance.

When a student arrives at their class 
only to realize they forgot their mask 
they miss out on learning because 
they are not allowed to enter a building 
without one. This has caused students 
to either show up late after searching 
for one or go home because they can’t 
find one.

In public speaking classes students 
struggle to get their message across 
behind a mask that muffles their 
voices and hides their expressions. 
This also applies to classes that are 
lecture-heavy where students cannot 
understand a soft-spoken instructor 
talking through their mask.

In programs like criminal justice and 
ROTC where physical training at the 
rec center is required and students are 
tested on their physical fitness masks 
have hindered their performance by 
restricting airflow.

After two years and several vac-
cines, the question that many people 
are still asking is “when will it end?” 
Will it be two more weeks to flatten 
the curve? Two years? Ten? Or will 
we spend the rest of our lives living in 
fear of a disease that 76% of the U.S. 
population has been at least partially 
vaccinated against?

Giving students the right to choose 
whether they want to wear a mask will 
remove the distraction that is caused 
to those who are bothered by the man-
date. To those who are not bothered 
and wish to continue wearing masks, 
ending the mandate doesn’t mean that 
they cannot wear one anymore.

If a student feels that it is absolutely 
necessary to wear a mask nothing is 
stopping them from doing so, man-
date or not. Giving others the right to 
choose does not change that.

The fear that people are poisoning 
the air just by drawing breath, with 
no indication that they may even be 
sick should be considered irrational. 
Especially when this fear is only limited 
to indoor spaces that aren’t restau-
rants or bars.

Hopefully, with the removal of the 
mask mandate, people will begin to 
understand that and we can move on 
without the distractions that they have 
caused.

NoYes

NOYES
37.7%
OF VOTERS

SAY NO

62.3%
OF VOTERS

SAY YES

183 votes cast amongst polls ran on the Torch’s Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram
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SPORTS
Brody Keiser| Sports Editor | keiserb1@ferris.edu

WEEKEND  
SCORECARD

Hockey 
Feb. 25 - Northern Michi-
gan 7, Ferris 1
Feb. 26 - Ferris 4, Northern 
Michigan 2

Softball
Feb. 24 - Ferris 6, Mckendree 
5
Feb. 25 - Ferris 14, Truman 2
Feb. 25 - Hillsdale 5, Ferris 2

Men’s Tennis
Feb. 27 - Ferris 7, Grace 0

Ferris splits weekend series but clinches GLIAC reguar season title
Joe Nagy
Sports Reporter

For the fourth time in six years, the Bull-
dogs are GLIAC regular season champions.

Ferris entered their Thursday, Feb. 24, 
matchup against Michigan Tech tied with 
the Huskies atop the GLIAC standings, and  
first place was on the line. Ferris pulled out 
a 76-72 overtime victory and clinched at 
least a share of the GLIAC regular season 
title with the win.

The electric overtime win led the Bull-
dogs to their fourth net cutting ceremony 
in six years. 

The win on Thursday was head coach 
Andy Bronkema’s 200th victory as the 
head of Bulldog basketball. This places him 
alongside coaches Jim Wink and Tom Lud-
wig in the history books.

“I’m coaching a lot of great players, 
that’s just how I see it,” Bronkema said. 
“I remember how I got the job, and we’ve 
been fighting everyday.”

The Bulldogs finished the regular season 
at 21-7, continuing the elite level of basket-
ball that the program sees under Bronke-
ma. They finished conference play tied with 
Michigan Tech for the top spot in the GLI-
AC with a conference record of 16-4. That 

effort was enough to secure home court 
advantage for two games in the conference 
tournament.

The team will host the GLIAC champi-
onship tournament by welcoming the #8 
seeded Davenport Panthers for the open-
ing round on Wednesday, March 2, at 7:30 
p.m. A win on Wednesday would allow the 
Bulldogs to also host the semi-finals and 
finals on March 5 and 6.

On Thursday, Feb. 24, both Ferris and 
Michigan Tech had strong second halves, 
but both teams struggled to score in the 
first 20 minutes. The Huskies, who are 
normally successful from the three-point 
range, averaged just 21% from three in the 
first half on the 14 shots.

The lack of shooting prowess isn’t the 
only reason that the score stayed low in the 
first half. Both teams forced each other to 
the end of the shot clock multiple times, 
proving that the defensive abilities of the 
teams brought them to the top of the GLIAC 
standings.

“We knew Michigan Tech was a good 
team, and that showed. They came out and 
played hard,” senior Walt Kelser said.

The Bulldogs went to the locker room 
ahead 25-22. When they returned, the Hus-
kies jumped in the lead, thanks to senior 

Owen White. The momentum shift gave the 
traveling crowd a boost, as they matched 
the intensity of the Bulldog fans.

The Bulldogs and Huskies traded bas-
kets up until the ninth minute of play in 
the second half. The Huskies took a seven 
point lead, but Ferris rallied the crowd and 
battled back to bring it within three. Anoth-
er flurry of shots from the Huskies put them 
up by six with just over five minutes left to 
play.

Kelser pulled down a big defensive re-
bound and got fouled in the process. He 
made both free throws, adding to his per-
fect 12-12.

Ferris went on a quick 10-0 run and took 
the lead. White kept Michigan Tech alive, 
recording 17 second half points.

The highlight of the night came in the 
final seconds of regulation. White drained 
two free throws to bring the Husky lead to 
three with seven seconds left on the clock. 
Kelser sprinted down the right side of the 
court and pulled up from NBA range over 
three Tech players to make the game tying 
three and send the game to overtime.

“Coach Bronkema said, ‘We need a 
three, so dribble up the floor and just try to 
get the best shot you could.’ That’s what I 
did, and it went in, thank God,” Kelser said.

Wink erupted into cheers and screams, 
but the excitement died down as the offi-
cials gave Ferris a technical because a fan 
went onto the court to celebrate the shot. 
Michigan Tech started the overtime with a 
technical free throw.

“I was a little paranoid that they wouldn’t 
stay back because the officials were [cor-
rectly] warning them...,” Bronkema said. “I 
was at one point screaming for Wes [Bren-
nan] to get them behind the barricade.”

White missed the free throw, and a 
strong defensive showing from senior 
Dorian Aluyi was a key factor that helped 
Ferris control the score. Despite having four 
fouls, he forced White into tough shots and 
stayed disciplined to not foul out.

“I wanted to pressure up, get into him 
and make him go around me,” Aluyi said. “If 
I got a blocking foul off of that, I’m okay with 
that, but I didn’t want to give him space to 
shoot.”

In the dying seconds, Aluyi stole the ball 
from White and get fouled during the pro-
cess. Aluyi calmly hit both free throws and 
clinched the game and regular season GLI-
AC championship for Ferris.

“It was a similar situation to two years 
ago. It was the same score, we were up two, 

Championship split

Photo by Mariana Searl  | Torch Photographer

Walt Kelser takes a three-point shot during Ferris’ GLIAC regular season title clinching win over Michigan Tech Thursday, Feb. 24. 

Men’s Basketball| see page 11
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Jeffery Walker
Sports Reporter

With a split to end their final regular 
season series, the Bulldogs clinched third 
place in the GLIAC. 

Ferris finished with a 19- 9 record (13-7 
GLIAC) and claimed the GLIAC North Divi-
sion Championship and second seed for 
the conference tournament.

Ferris came up short to Michigan Tech 
with a 63-59 loss on Thursday, Feb. 24, in 
a tough matchup in GLIAC play.

In the loss to Michigan Tech, the Bulldogs 
struggled from the floor shooting 34.4% 
and 25% from three-point range. They got 
off to a rough start in the first quarter and 
trailed 14-7. 

The Bulldogs were able to fight back and 
take a two point lead with 6:23 left in the 
4th quarter. Michigan Tech then went on a 
7-0 run to take the lead back and eventual-
ly secure the win over the Bulldogs.

“It was just timely offense on their part,” 
head coach Kurt Westendorp said. “I don’t 

feel like our defense let us down for most 
of the half, but all it takes is just one little 
stretch. Right there we have two posses-
sions in a row where you’re a little slow get-
ting out of a screen to challenge a shot with 
a good shooter, so they did a nice job.”

Saturday, Feb. 26, was senior night, and 
the Bulldogs were able to avenge their loss 
on Thursday with a great win over Northern 
Michigan. Their 72-62 victory closed the 
regular season and earned the Bulldogs 
the GLIAC North Division Championship.

“I’m really proud of our seniors,” Westen-
dorp said. “I’m proud of the young women 
they are. They’re all three going to be grad-
uates of this university, all three going to be 
great stewards. They’re going to be repre-
sentatives of the university as alumni. I’m 
just so happy they were able to experience 
this today.”

The three seniors were able to get a win 
in their final regular-season game and got 
to cut down the nets following a GLIAC 
North Division Championship.

Senior Zoe Anderson said the feeling 

“was surreal.” She had 16 points and sev-
en rebounds to go along with three assists 
and two steals.

It was a great game and moment for the 
Bulldogs, as they played well throughout 
the game with four players reaching dou-
ble digits. The seniors were not alone last 
night, as they had help from their team-
mates, Kadyn Blanchard and Chloe Idoni.

Blanchard led the way with 20 points off 
the bench and Idoni had 16 points. Adri-
enne Anderson finished with 11 points. As 
a team, the Bulldogs shot 41% from the 
field and shot 40.9% from three, as well as 
knocking down 81.3% of their free throws.

Scoring wasn’t the only thing the Bull-
dogs did well on Saturday. The Bulldogs 
also had a good game defensively, forc-
ing 13 turnovers and pulling down 35 re-
bounds. Leading the way defensively was 
Adrienne Anderson with five steals, as 
well as pulling down five rebounds to go 
with her 11 points. She also came up with 
some important steals to prevent Northern 
Michigan from mounting a comeback in the 

fourth quarter.
“That’s the role I have to play,” Adrienne 

Anderson said. “I try and do it to the best 
of my ability and that’s what I have to give 
to my team. Each of us [has] a certain role, 
and I try to do it to the best of my ability, 
and I did it and it turned out in our favor so 
I couldn’t be more happy.”

With that win, the Bulldogs finish their 
regular season with some momentum go-
ing into the GLIAC tournament, where they 
secured the second seed thanks to the win 
on Saturday.

“I mean it was picture perfect,” senior 
Samantha Krauss said. “It was a great way 
to end our regular season, and on senior 
night with two of my close friends as se-
niors and the rest of our team, we all did a 
great job of pulling in the win.”

The Bulldogs will be back in action 
against Saginaw Valley State on Wednes-
day, March 2, at 5:30 p.m. in the GLIAC 
Tournament Quarterfinals.

Women’s basketball captures North   
Division Championship with win

Photo by Angie Rosenthal  | Torch Photographer

Adrienne Anderson makes a move to the hoop during Ferris’ loss to Michigan Tech on Thursday, Feb. 24.

and I had the same opportunity to put us 
up by four,” Aluyi said. “It was the second to 
last game, against Tech again.”

Despite clinching at least a share of the 
regular season title, the job wasn’t finished, 
as Ferris faced the Northern Michigan Wild-
cats just two days later.

Saturday was also senior night. Dorian 
Aluyi, Lee Higgins, Logan Ryan and Walt 
Kelser were honored during halftime.

Not wanting to repeat the theatrics of 
the previous game, Bronkema and his 
team wanted to push the game early. Es-
tablishing the full court press on the Wild-
cats almost instantaneously, Ferris forced 
10 turnovers in the first half. But when the 
Wildcat offense got set up on their half, it 
proved to be difficult for the Bulldogs.

“We didn’t play any defense. You know, 
they shot thirty three-pointers,” Bronkema 
said. “We weren’t in tune with what we 
wanted to do. Mistakes caused us to feel 
the wrong way.”

Kelser led the Bulldogs in scoring with 
19, falling short of his 32 point perfor-
mance just a couple days before. However, 

play was picked up by the senior center Lo-
gan Ryan, who added 16 to the Bulldog’s 
total. The duo was followed by freshman 
Ethan Erickson, who started an onslaught 
of three pointers in the second half.

Off the bench, sophomore Vejas Grazulis 
picked up a slam dunk on a fast break to 
put the Bulldogs up by 10. Then, freshman 
Mykel Bingham added a big dunk near the 
end of the first half.

Despite a strong shooting effort in the 
first half to go up by 15 heading to the 
lockers, the lead was short lived when play 
resumed. Max Bjorklund of Northern Michi-
gan led the second half comeback, scoring 
40 points in the final 20 minutes alone. The 
Wildcats won 93-87.

“We know what we have to do now,” Aluyi 
said. “Shoutout to Max, he had a great in-
dividual performance today with 46. We 
couldn’t stop him. I think we still could’ve 
picked up the win, but that’s the details 
that we learn [about how] to win when 
somebody is going off like that.”

The loss left a sour taste in the Bulldogs’ 
mouths. However, the motivation to claim 
both the regular season and tournament 
championship became that much greater.

Men’s Basketball 
Continued from page 11
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Logan Ryan makes a post move during Ferris’ victory over Michigan Tech. 
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A literal fire preceded a win as men’s tennis remains perfect on the season
Dylan Rider
Sports Reporter

The day got off to a hot start for the ten-
nis teams last Sunday. 

Before the Bulldogs even took the court 
on Sunday, Feb. 27, a tennis ball caught on 
fire after being lodged in a radiant heater. 
The ball burst into flames. Senior Mathis 
Guerre used a fire extinguisher to put out 
the flames before the fire department ar-
rived. No one was injured, and play began 
following a thirty-minute delay.

After the unorthodox start, the Bulldogs 
dominated Grace College with a 7-0 win.

 With this victory, Ferris stayed undefeat-
ed on the season. They currently sit at a 
perfect 6-0 record. 

Going into the matchups, head coach 
Mark Doren spoke on playing a college like 
Grace and how he thought the day would 
go.

“Grace is an NAIA,” Doren said. “Some-
times you’re not really sure what you’re go-
ing to get. Their recruiting and qualification 
standards are different from the NCAA. So 
often they get players that took years off 
after high school to try and make it on the 
tour. Sometimes they bring guys that have 
a ton of experience, and so they’re more 
difficult to play. I still think our guys are 
ready to take on the challenge. I think we 
should have a good day.” 

The day started out with doubles play. 
Guerre and Jan Koupil worked together to 
dominate their opponents and came out on 
top with a 6-2 victory in their match. 

Josh McDermott and Ben Lortie followed 

suit, however, it wasn’t easy. McDermott 
and Lortie battled away and squeaked out 
a 7-5 win in their match. 

Unfortunately for the Bulldogs, they 
were denied a clean sweep in the doubles 
match. Yannic Mader and Ayush Dewal 
came up short in a tiebreaker, falling 6-7. 
The Bulldogs ultimately won the doubles 
matchups and took one point going into the 
singles match. 

With one point in hand, the Bulldogs only 
improved from their singles matches. 

Koupil had one of the most dominant 
performances of the day, taking one set 
6-0 and the next 6-2. 

The same was seen by McDermott, tak-
ing his singles match 6-0 and 6-2. 

Success continued for Alessandro San-
tangelo, who won both of his sets with a 
score of 6-2. 

Mader’s first set was a close one. He bat-
tled hard and took the first set with a 7-5 
win. Following the close set, Mader buckled 
down and put together a decisive 6-1 win in 
his second set. 

“I think doubles and singles were both a 
struggle for me today, mentally and phys-
ically,” Mader said. “I think there were a 
couple points that could’ve gone better. Af-
ter those points, I wanted to bounce back 
and get a new mindset. I played better in 
my singles and my second set because I 
was just in the mindset where I felt more 
comfortable.” 

Lortie had the only loss in the set of the 
entire team. After a 6-7 loss in a tiebreaker, 
Lortie climbed back and won 6-3 and then 
10-8. 

Guerre fought hard in both of his sets 
and won both with scores of 7-5 and 6-3.

“I think today was good,” Guerre said. “It 
was a good last match before we go down to 
Florida and start our conference matches. 
Doubles were okay. [There are a] few things 
we can work on, but it was a good doubles 
match. Singles? Grace is a very good team. 
There was a little bit of trouble here and 
there, but it was a good, quality match for 
everyone. We had a good attitude.” 

The Bulldogs will head down to Orlando 
through early March to play a few teams. 
The next match will be against Dallas Bap-

tist on March 8.
“This was a match where it could be a 

trap,” Doren said. “Playing against a team 
you think you can beat, a team that’s in a 
different division. But I think everyone really 
exceeded what I was looking for as far as 
being able to stay mentally strong during 
the match.”  

Doren was happy with the outcome, as 
he believed Grace College’s play-style is 
what they’ll be seeing while playing outdoor 
tennis in Orlando. 

The Bulldogs will return home on March 
19 to play rival Grand Valley at 3:00 p.m.

Men’s tennis on fire

Photo by Dylan Rider  | Sports Reporter

Before the match even began, this tennis ball caught fire. The match was delayed by 30 minutes. 


