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Football claims second consecutive DII national championship 
Brandon Wirth
Sports Reporter 

Over the last century, only four 
football teams have ever won 
consecutive national champion-
ship rings. The Ferris State Bull-
dogs are the most dominant of 
these teams in terms of winning 
margin.

Thanks to a 41-14 win over the 
Colorado School of Mines Ore-
diggers, the Bulldogs won their 
second national title in program 
history and claimed the largest 
combined victory margin of any 
Division II back-to-back champi-
onship football team.

“This year was unexpected,” 
head coach Tony Annese said. 
“This year was amazing. I’m not a 
guy that shows a lot of emotion, 
but this year I am overwhelmed 
with great feelings about what we 
were able to achieve.”

Defensively, Ferris dominated 
against the Orediggers by only 
allowing a total of four yards 
rushing, which is the best mark 
against the Orediggers all season 
and the best in championship 
history since 2015. Offensively, 
the Bulldogs dominated on the 
ground with 214 yards rushing, 
4.3 yards per carry and five 
touchdowns.

Out of the gate, the Bulldog 

offense took the field and began 
with what they do best: run-
ning the football. Following his 
outstanding performance in the 
national semifinal game against 
West Florida, senior running back 
Marcus Taylor took his first two 
carries for a combined 38 yards 
to reach the Oredigger’s 35-yard 
line. Junior quarterback Mylik 
Mitchell put the Bulldogs inside 
the five-yard line with a pass to 
junior wide receiver Dez Lyburtus 
to reach the two-yard line, where 
redshirt freshman quarterback 
Carson Gulker finished the drive 
with the Bulldogs’ first touch-
down of the contest.

Defensively, the Bulldogs gave 
up a pass interference penalty 
on the first throw of the game 
from Harlon Hill award winner 
and Mines quarterback John 
Matocha. Then Ferris settled 
in, defending three consecutive 
passes with great closing speed 
by the defensive backs to force 
an Oredigger punt. Unfortu-
nately for the Bulldogs, Mitchell 
fumbled the football twice and 
stalled the second Ferris offen-
sive possession.

Following that, the Orediggers 
made adjustments on their 
second series but were unable 
to convert the first down against 
Ferris’ pressure up front. Follow-

ing a big collision on a sweep run 
between Ferris redshirt freshman 
receiver Brady Rose and Mines 
strong safety Jaden Williams, the 
offense picked up a first down 
but was held in check after a first 
down sack against Mitchell.

With the second-best statistic 
pass defense in the country, Fer-
ris continued to bring pressure 
on their third defensive posses-
sion. On a second down, senior 
defensive tackle Jordan Jones 
got to Matocha for his fifth and 
a half sack of the year. Matocha 
nearly picked up the third down 
conversion on a scramble, but 
the Bulldogs forced a punt that 
would have been returned to 
the 10-yard line had it not been 
called back due to a holding 
penalty.

“The one thing we don’t like is 
giving up explosive plays, so we 
make you try to pick us apart,” 
Harlon Hill runner-up and senior 
defensive end Caleb Murphy 
said. “The guys did a great job 
tackling, and it was as simple as 
that.”

In the second quarter, the 
freshmen started up the drive for 
the Bulldogs. Following a run by 
redshirt freshman running back 
Zamir Knighten, Mitchell found 
Rose for a 29-yard completion 
to put Ferris in field goal range. 

The Orediggers stood tall against 
the Bulldogs on third and nine, 
but freshman Eddie Jewett hit a 
33-yard field goal to extend the 
lead to 10-0.

Oredigger receiver Mason Karp 
began their next possession on 
a seven yard catch from Mato-
cha, but Murphy stepped up and 
stopped the run on second down. 
Facing a third down and medium, 
Matocha was sacked by senior 
defensive back Cyntell Williams 
on a cornerback blitz to force 
another Mines punt.

The Bulldogs began the ninth 
drive of the game with a little 
trickery. On a backwards pass 
from Mitchell, Rose found junior 
receiver CJ Jefferson down the 
sideline for a 48-yard connec-
tion. Despite the huge momen-
tum boost on the first play, the 
Bulldogs had to settle for their 
second field goal of the game 
with 8:56 to go in the first half.

As the sixth best team in the 
nation on offensive fourth downs, 
the Orediggers converted fourth 
and one on the ensuing series 
to extend their drive but stalled 
out again, thanks to run stops 
by senior defensive end Olalere 
Oladipo and Murphy and a sack 
by Oladipo and junior defensive 
end Ian Hall.

“We literally had to lean on 
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The Bulldogs celebrate their 2022 national championship 41-14 victory over Colorado Mines.
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Carson Gulker dives for the endzone during the Bulldogs’ 41-14 victory in the championship. Gulker had three rushing 

touchdowns in the game.

them until we got ‘okay’ on of-
fense,” Annese said regarding his 
defense. “Our defensive coaches 
did incredible getting our players 
going.”

Ferris continued to pound the 
ground game with Gulker and 
Mitchell, and they made a splash 
on a long pass over the middle 
to Taylor to reach the Bulldog’s 
19-yard-line. Then, Jefferson cap-
italized with the Bulldogs’ second 
touchdown, taking an option 
pitch from Mitchell and breaking 
into the endzone untouched with 
32 seconds left in the half.

While it seemed like the Ore-
diggers might run out the clock 
to halftime, Mines head coach 
Brandon Moore took a chance 
that turned terrible. Matocha’s 
first down pass was deflected 
and intercepted by senior defen-
sive back Sidney McCloud, who 
took it to the house to extend 
the lead 27-0 at halftime. The 
pick-six was the fourth defensive 
touchdown on the season for the 
Bulldogs and the first since round 
one of the postseason against 
Davenport.

To begin the second half, Ma-
tocha found some rhythm in the 
passing game and the Orediggers 
began to move the ball. Following 
two first downs, the Orediggers 
were held in check after a fumble 
forced by sophomore linebacker 
Nick Thomas set them back 
nine yards. Ferris then forced a 
Mines punt that was muffed and 
recovered by the Orediggers, but 
the Bulldog defense held strong, 
thanks to a fourth down sack by 
Jones.

The Bulldogs went back to the 
run game until they were held 
short on their first two drives of 
the half. The defense responded 
with a stop of their own on the 
Orediggers’ third possession, 
but were gnashed on the fourth 
series by an Oredigger air assault 
that was capped off by a 10-yard 
touchdown pass from Matocha to 
Michael Zeman. 

In response to the Mines’ first 
touchdown, the Bulldogs began 
using their own tactics by spread-
ing the ball around in the passing 
game. Following completions to 
Lyburtus and Rose, Taylor broke a 
pair of 24 and 19-yard runs to get 
the Bulldogs inside the one-yard 
line. This allowed Gulker to punch 
it home for another touchdown 
— his 30th of the season. Jewett 
added the extra point to cap off 
the nine play, 75-yard drive and 
gave the Bulldogs a 34-7 lead 
early in the fourth quarter. 

“The defense held it up the 
whole season,” Taylor said. 
“When it was time for us to pick it 
up, we were locked in.”

The Orediggers continued to 
try and climb back into the game 
through the air. However, Hall 
used this opportunity to earn his 
first solo sack and pass break-up 
of the game to force the Oredig-
gers’ eighth punt of the game. 

Pinned inside the seven-yard 
line, the Bulldogs continued to 
run the ball and punt to keep 
the clock moving towards seven 
minutes to go. The Orediggers 
began their drive from their 
own 47-yard line and moved the 
ball following a catch by Tristan 
Smith and a pass interference 

penalty call against McCloud. The 
Orediggers then capitalized on a 
contested touchdown catch from 
Johnston to cut the Bulldog’s 
lead to 34-14. 

Following a failed onside kick 
attempt, the Bulldogs got the 
ball back in good field position. 
Ferris then moved the ball inside 
the six-yard line after another big 
catch by Rose. Gulker plunged 
his way for the Bulldogs’ fourth 
rushing touchdown of the game 
with 4:24 to go. 

After a last-ditch effort through 
the air, Jovan Bayles intercepted 
Matocha. In victory formation, 
Ferris took a knee and ran the 
clock to zero, officially finishing 
their quest for a second straight 
national title.

The Bulldogs finished the 
contest with 432 yards of total of-
fense, earning 21 first downs and 
an average of 6.3 yards per play. 
Mitchell led the Bulldog passing 
attack with 170 yards on 14 of 
18 completions. Taylor paced the 
ground game for Ferris, totaling 
104 yards on 13 carries in only 
his third week at running back. 
Rose finished the contest with 
122 scrimmage yards, followed 
by Jefferson with 104 and Lybur-
tus with 31. Jewett was perfect at 
kicking for the Bulldogs, nailing 
two field goals and earning five 
extra points during the game.

Following his second national 
championship title in two years, 
Mitchell made sure to credit the 
defense’s work for allowing the 
offense to find their groove over 
the course of the season.

“Last year we had the same 
guys,” Mitchell said. “They got 
a little older and a little wiser. It 
was easy for us to have the time 
to develop our guys, develop the 
offense and get where we need-
ed to go.” 

Defensively, the Bulldogs held 
the Orediggers to only 21 yards 
in the first half and 212 yards 
for the whole game. Williams led 
Ferris with six tackles, followed 
by Jones and Vincent Cooley with 
five and McCloud, who added 
four. Jones led the Bulldogs with 
2.5 tackles for loss, while also 
adding two sacks. Oladipo and 
Murphy both added 1.5 tackles 
for loss and Hall finished with 
1.5 sacks. McCloud and Bayless 
each registered one takeaway for 
Ferris.

After being asked about what 
was different about last year’s 
team compared to this year’s 
team, Murphy said the team’s 
roles changed with the personnel 
they had offensively.

“Last year [with] Jared Bern-
hardt and the offensive line, they 
had everything they needed, and 
the defense was good to last,” 
Murphy said. “This year they lost 
a little more, but we knew they 
would come along, and they had 
our backs like we had theirs.”

As the season came to an 
extraordinary end in front of 
a crowd of 6,333 faithful fans 
in McKinney ISD Stadium, the 
off-season began, which will 
include recruiting trips and sum-
mer camps. Another quest awaits 
the turn of 2023, including a po-
tential feat that hasn’t been done 
since 1995: a three-peat.
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Who were the 
impact players 
from the 2022 
season? 

Top 
Dawgs

TYRESE 
HUNT-THOMPSON 
& C.J JEFFERSON

CALEB  
MURPHY
Harlon Hill trophy finalist. Cliff Harris 
Award winner. Ted Hendricks Award 
winner. This is only a sliver of the 
awards senior Caleb Murphy won 
during the 2022 season. On top of 
this, Murphy broke the single-season 
sack record through all divisions of 
NCAA football with 24.5 sacks.

Murphy, a transfer from Ferris’ 
arch-rival Grand Valley, had a mon-
strous year with the Bulldogs. Murphy’s 
success helped his team achieve 
their ultimate goal: a second national 
championship. The Bulldog defense 
proved mighty in the 2022 season, 
where they only allowed 14.6 points a 
game against opponents. Murphy was 
a shining star of this defense. His 24.5 
sacks led to a whopping 193 yards 
lost for any quarterback who was on 
the other side of him. Alongside this, 
Murphy recorded 39 tackles for loss 
for a total of 215 yards. 

Although the passing game for the Bulldogs 
wasn’t the biggest star this season, the top 
two receivers for the Bulldogs had excellent 
seasons. Leading the Bulldogs in receiving 
yards and receiving touchdowns was sopho-
more wide receiver Tyrese Hunt-Thompson, who 
had 714 yards and four touchdowns. Not far 
behind Hunt-Thompson is junior slot-receiver 
C.J. Jefferson with 710 receiving yards and two 
touchdowns. Jefferson also led the Bulldogs in 
receptions with 58.
With starters Brandon Childress and Xavier Wade 
missing substantial time this season with inju-
ries, the Bulldogs needed receivers to step up. 
Hunt-Thompson and Jefferson were up to the call.

Dylan Rider 
Opinions Editor

There’s no exact equation for 
how to create a championship 
level team, let alone a team  
capable of winning two consecutive 
national championships. 

One part of any championship 
team is having players who show 
up week-in and week-out with 
their performances. These im-
pact players are the ones a team 
can count on anytime. This begs 
the question of who the Bulldogs’ 
impact players were this past 
season.

Photo by: Marissa Russell | Multimedia Editor
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HONORABLE 
MENTION

CARSON 
GULKER

VINCENT 
COOLEY

EDDIE  
JEWETT

Following the conclusion of the 2021 season, 
the Bulldogs had a Jared Bernhardt sized 
hole in their offense. How do you replace 
such a dominant, mobile quarterback? The 
answer turned out to be Carson Gulker.

The redshirt freshman did not produce as 
much yardage as the previous rushing quar-
terback, but he made up for this by leading 
the Bulldogs in scoring whilst rushing for 31 
touchdowns. Gulker averaged 4.2 yards per 
carry throughout his 882 yard campaign. In 
the national championship game, Gulker was 
responsible for three of the Bulldog’s touch-
downs in the 41-14 victory. 

Another defensive gem for the Bulldogs 
came in the form of sophomore defensive 
back Vincent Cooley. The 6’1’ ballhawk led 
the Bulldogs in interceptions with five, one 
being a pick-six, and 68 yards on interception 
returns. Cooley also led the Bulldogs in pass 
break-ups with 10. Cooley’s efforts came up 
huge against Grand Valley when he sealed 
the 24-21 win against the rival with an end-
zone interception. 

You don’t get a nickname like “Steady Eddie” 
without some form of consistency. Freshman 
kicker Eddie Jewett came second in scoring 
for the Bulldogs. Jewett went eight for 13 
in field goals and 62 for 66 in extra points. 
Jewett’s clutch gene showed mightily in the 
playoffs with a game-winning field goal to 
beat Pittsburg State and a huge game-win-
ning field goal against Grand Valley in order 
to sink the Lakers.

During the 2022 season, the 
Bulldogs had four different 
passers throw a minimum of ten 
passes. The four passers, junior 
Mylik Mitchell, senior Evan Cum-
mins, redshirt freshman Carson 

Gulker and sophomore Jesse 
Rivera, completed a combined 
223 passes on 367 attempts. Of 
those attempts, the four passed 
for 3,072 yards, 17 touchdowns 
and nine interceptions. 

Photo by: Marissa Russell | Multimedia Editor Photo by: Marissa Russell | Multimedia Editor Photo by: Marissa Russell | Multimedia Editor
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Championship season by the numbers

A statistical look at the Bulldogs’ 2022 national title run
Brody Keiser
Sports Editor

With their win against the Colorado 
School of Mines Orediggers, the Bulldogs 
added their name to a list of now six 
universities who have repeated as national 
champions in DII football. The most recent 
team to have won championships in back-
to-back seasons was Northwest Missouri 
State in 2015 and 2016.

After winning national championships 
in 2021 and 2022, Ferris and head coach 
Tony Annese will again face high expecta-
tions as they enter 2023. The champion-
ship run in the 2022 season was powered 
by an elite defense captained by the new 
single-season sack leader in college foot-
ball history, Caleb Murphy, and a historic 

season from quarterback Carson Gulker. 
Before the Bulldogs can begin their quest 
for a third consecutive national title, let’s 
take a look back at the numbers that led 
to this season’s championship.

DEFENSE
The strength of this Bulldog team was 

on the defensive side of the football. Ferris 
allowed 14.6 points per game, good for 
seventh best in the country. Their 228.5 
yards allowed per game was third best in 
the nation, including 67.3 rushing yards 
per game, which was fourth best, and 
161.2 pass yards per game, which was 
17th best.

Ferris had the second-best pass rush 
in the country, recording 66 sacks on the 
season. Murphy led the way with a college 

football single-season record of 25.5 
sacks. He broke the single season record 
of 24 sacks set by Terrell Suggs, a player 
who once played for Arizona State, which 
has stood since 2002. Murphy also won 
the Cliff Harris award for the nation’s best 
defensive player from a small college.

Olalere Oladipo generated 9.5 sacks, 
the 39th most in DII football, and formed 
an elite edge rush duo with Murphy. Ian 
Hall had eight sacks and Jordan Jones had 
6.5.

Ferris also finished second with 139 
tackles for loss, of which Murphy account-
ed for 39, the most in DII football. As a 
team, Ferris had 15 interceptions and tied 
for fifth in the country. Sidney McCloud 
and Jaire Alexandre each led the team 
with three picks. Murphy led the way for 

Ferris with 93 tackles. 
Cyntell Williams added 
76, and Konnor Near 
had 66.

OFFENSE
Ferris’ offense was 

ranked 21st in the na-
tion in terms of total of-
fensive yards with 6,208, 
which is good for 427.2 
yards per game. Mylik 
Mitchell led a passing 
attack that threw for just 
210.5 yards per game. 
Mitchell completed 
62.3% of his passes on 
the year for 1,512 yards.

The Bulldogs pos-
sessed one of the 
nation’s best rushing 
offenses in 2022. They 
averaged 216.7 yards 
on the ground per game, 
the 15th best mark in 
the country. A DII-leading 
706 rushing attempts al-

lowed the Bulldogs to control many games 
on the ground.

Despite the strength of the run game, 
Ferris had just one player in the top-50 
nationwide for rush yards. This player was 
Gulker, who accumulated 882 yards, the 
44th most in DII football. Gulker finished 
with the most rushing touchdowns in 
football with 31. Marcus Taylor, listed as 
a receiver, became the de facto running 
back for the Bulldogs late in the season. 
He finished with 773 yards and averaged 
6.7 yards per carry.

The receiving room was a revolving door 
for much of the year. Brandon Childress 
and Xavier Wade both dealt with injuries, 
and Tyrese Hunt-Thompson did not play in 
the final two postseason games due to the 
suspension he was given after an alterca-
tion that occurred after the Bulldogs beat 
Grand Valley. However, Hunt-Thompson 
still led the team with 714 yards, followed 
closely by CJ Jefferson with 710. Taylor 
finished with 430 and no other Bulldog 
reached 300 yards.

As a whole, the offense scored 535 
points, the fifth most in DII football. Gulker 
contributed 186 of those points, a team 
high, and freshman kicker Eddie Jewett 
pitched in 86. Jewett finished 8-13 on field 
goals and 62-66 on extra points for the 
season.

OTHER
Ferris struggled at times with penal-

ties this season. They committed 130 
penalties for 1,196 yards. That mark was 
outside the top-50 in fewest penalties 
this season. William Jewell had the 50th 
fewest penalties with 63.

The Bulldogs went 86% in the red zone, 
including a 72% touchdown conversion 
rate. They averaged 31:39 of possession 
per game. On average, 5,237 fans attend-
ed home games.

Photo by: Marissa Russell | Multimedia Editor
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Joseph Nagy
Sports Reporter

Ferris football coaches Ryan Hodges 
and Tony Annese have shared four nation-
al championships and over 100 wins as 
a coaching duo at the collegiate level, but 
the two have a history far beyond that.

The two have been connected through 
football for well over two decades. From 
when they were only a player and a coach 
under the Friday night lights of high school 
football, to when they later reunited on 
Muskegon’s coaching staff, to when they 
climbed the ranks of college football, it’s 
been a long and enjoyable ride for both 
coach Hodges and head coach Annese.

The first time they worked together was 
when Hodges was a player at Montrose 
High School, where he suited up to play 
under Annese as a sophomore. The Mon-
trose Rams built a streak of 61-straight 
regular season wins by the time Annese 
moved on from the position, but for 
Hodges’ junior and senior seasons, that 
total would move up to 80 wins in a row. 
It would be nearly 10 years before the two 
would be on the field together again.

“I tease and say he was a lot meaner 
back then,” Hodges said. “He’s always 
been a great head coach.”

During their time apart, Hodges suited 
up as a Bulldog from 1997 to 2000, build-
ing up quite the reputation as a player. 

As a four-year letter winner and defensive 
end, he earned All-GLIAC honors in his 
final season. His experience as a Ferris 
alum, as well as a former defensive player, 
helps him with coaching those who are in 
the shoes that he once filled.

Shortly after his graduation, Hodges 
received a call from Annese asking him to 
join the coaching staff for the Muskegon 
Big Reds, one of the most storied pro-
grams in Michigan high school football. 
During his time there, he was Annese’s 
defensive coordinator. He also moon-
lighted as the head coach for the junior 
varsity football team and the coach for the 
softball and powerlifting team. Addition-
ally, he coached for Muskegon’s semi-pro 
team, the Muskegon Thunder, posting a 
22-5 record.

“So I started coaching with him really 
legitimately in 2003 as a student teach-
er,” Hodges said. “We won three state 
championships, and I became a JV head 
coach [and] got to lead a team myself for a 
few years.”

After his stint with the Big Reds, Hodges 
was once again asked by Annese to join 
another coaching staff, this time at the 
next level at Grand Rapids Community 
College. For three years he coached the 
defensive backs for the Raiders, gaining 
two national championships in three years 
for the team in 2009 and 2011.

“When he got the job opportunity at 
GRCC, really for me it was a no brainer,” 
Hodges said. “I didn’t have much of a 
choice but to follow.”

Now with almost 10 years of coach-
ing experience under his belt, Hodges 
followed Annese again after winning the 
championship at GRCC. He returned to 
Ferris, his alma mater, so they could bring 
a desperate program its first glimpse of 
success in many years. Annese brought 
a well oiled machine of a coaching staff 
over from GRCC, who were ready to build a 
consistent and winning program at Ferris.

With Hodges at the helm of the defense, 

it looked to be a hopeful change as the 
team went 7-4, 6-4 in conference play in 
the first year under new management. 
With major help from Hodges and the rest 
of the coaching staff, Annese has never 
had a losing season as the Bulldogs’ head 
coach, going 115-17 as a coaching duo.

In the last four trips to the playoffs, 
Hodges has had what is said to be the 
best defense in Division II football, consid-
ering the last two seasons saw the Bull-
dogs win it all. The defense allowed only 
17 and 14 points, respectively, in their 
championship games against Valdosta 
State in 2021 and the Colorado School of 
Mines in 2022.

Coach Hodges has a tall task ahead of 
him in this offseason. With nearly all of the 
defensive line, and many key players in the 
secondary, graduating or declaring for the 
NFL draft, what will Hodges and the team 
do to maintain their reputation? Not to 
worry, though, as Annese and Hodges, as 
well as the rest of the coaching staff, have 
been incredibly efficient in recruiting.

Being the reigning national champions 
helps out a lot for the recruiting aspect, as 
last year the Bulldogs had the number one 
recruiting class in all of DII football. With 
the resume that the team has continued 
to build in the 2022 season, Hodges’ 
defense most likely won’t have a problem 
finding dominant players.

“Our coaching staff has been extraordi-
narily good at connecting with high school 
coaches and high school football players 
in this state and throughout the nation,” 
Annese said.

Building a brotherhood of champions 
is no easy task, but the Bulldog’s mantra, 
“love being the catalyst of the program,” 
will be the reason why the season of suc-
cess is not finished in Big Rapids. Buying 
into everything a program such as this one 
has to offer is more than enough to keep 
on winning.

Photo by: Marissa Russell | Multimedia Editor

Coach Tony Annese talked with ESPN during halftime about the game.

Loyalty over everything

How the Ferris State football coaching staff cultivates a winning culture

Photo by: Marissa Russell | Multimedia Editor

All the coaches gathered in after the game to get a group photo with the trophy.
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So nice, they 
did it twice
How did the Bulldogs  
go back-to-back?

Dylan Rider 
Opinions Editor

The Bulldogs completed their 
bid to go back-to-back in the 
NCAA DII championship with a 
win over the Colorado School of 
Mines in a 41-14 victory. 

Winning a championship 
defines a team as the best in the 
league. Winning back-to-back 
championships means defying 
all odds while having a massive 
target on one’s back. So, how 
did the Bulldogs go back-to-
back? This is a hard question 
to answer, truthfully. There’s a 
number of variables that could 
point to how the Bulldogs came 
out on top two years in a row. 

One important variable is the 
competition level of NCAA DII 
football. Since its formation in 
1973, the league has seen nine 
teams win at least two consec-
utive championships, and this 
includes the Bulldogs. Four of 
those back-to-back teams have 
come in the past 20 years.

Compare this to DI football. In 
the past 20 years of DI football, 
only one team has won back-to-
back championships. That team 
was Alabama in 2010 and 2011, 
who played during the Bowl 
Championship Series. There has 
yet to be a team that has won 
back-to-back in the modern col-
lege football playoff format. What 
this demonstrates is a clear 
competition difference between 
the two leagues.

These differences certainly 
don’t discount the Bulldogs’ 
championship success. Both the 
2021 and 2022 teams exerted 
different sets of dominance in 
both championship seasons. The 
2021 Bulldogs were an offensive 
masterpiece. Those Bulldogs 
averaged 512.6 offensive yards 

per game (281.6 rush yards per 
game and 230.9 pass yards per 
game), while putting up a mas-
sive 47.2 points per game. 

The 2022 Bulldogs suffered 
from what most teams do: roster 
turnover. The Bulldogs lost many 
of the players that made their 
offense so dominant in 2021. 
Top players like Jared Berhardt, 
Zein Obeid and Dylan Pasquali all 
left the Bulldogs following their 
first championship. The 2022 
Bulldogs didn’t necessarily drop 
off in offense during 2022, but 
they were not playing to the level 
of the 2021 team. The Bulldog 
offense averaged 427.2 yards 
per game (216.7 rushing yards 
per game and 210.5 passing 
yards per game), while putting up 
35.8 points per game. 

Fortunately, the 2022 Bulldogs 
were able to excel on the other 
side of the ball. The Bulldog 
defense was effective against all 
opponents in 2022. The team 
allowed 228.5 yards per game 
(67.3 rush yards allowed and 
161.2 pass yards allowed), while 
averaging 14.2 points given up 
per game. All defensive stats 
listed were improvements from 
the 2021 Bulldog team. The 
2022 team more than doubled 
the amount of sacks from 2021, 
going from 30 to 66. These two 
teams were able to be jugger-
nauts on both sides of the ball. 

This past season for the 
Bulldogs, to the untrained eye, 
showed an obvious difference. 
Closer games, the first regu-
lar season loss in 43 regular 
season games and lower quality 
offensive performance. However, 
under closer inspection, the Bull-
dogs were cooking up a veteran 
defense, which shined when 
they won their second national 
championship. 

Photo by: Marissa Russell | Multimedia Editor
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Jeffery Walker 
Sports Reporter

Marcus Taylor was a key player 
for the Bulldog’s offense this 
season as they set out on their 
journey to become back-to-back 

Division II national champions.
Originally a slot wide receiv-

er for the Bulldogs, Taylor was 
converted over to the running 
back position for a majority of the 
season.

“We kind of [were] on the 

inexperienced side,” Taylor said 
on what made him switch to a 
new position. “I decided to, you 
know, talk to coach, and we went 
from there. He actually moved 
me to the backfield, and I started 
learning running back plays.”

Taylor was comfortable in the 
running back position. He played 
in the running back position 
in high school for a period of 
time, which helped him with the 
change.

“I felt explosive,” Taylor said. 
“I felt more explosive in the 
backfield. It’s different when you 
are facing the defense in the 
backfield. So I felt completely ex-
plosive and in control, man, and 
it kind of felt like I did it too late.”

This season Taylor rushed 116 
times for 773 yards and earned 
three touchdowns while averag-
ing 6.7 yards per carry.

Even though Taylor was moved 
to the running back position, he 
was still a huge component of 
the Bulldog’s passing game this 
season.

“Just doing whatever coach 
needs me to do,” Taylor said. 
“Catching the ball, a lot of bubble 
plays and things like that.”

In the passing game, Taylor 
had 35 receptions for 430 yards 
and two touchdowns while aver-
aging 12.3 yards per play.

Taylor also had one passing 
completion for 38 yards this 
season.

“I’m a playmaker,” Taylor 
said. “Like, just put the ball in 
my hands and I get something 
going.”

Taylor was a playmaker for the 
Bulldogs in the playoffs this sea-
son. He had two big performanc-
es in the national semifinals and 
the national championship. 

In the national semifinal game 
against the University of West 

Florida, Taylor ran 20 times for 
181 yards and scored a touch-
down. He averaged 9.1 yards per 
carry to help lead the Bulldogs to 
a 38-17 win and advance to their 
second straight national champi-
onship game.

In the national championship 
game against the Colorado 
School of Mines, Taylor was 
a playmaker again. He ran 
13 times for 103 yards while 
averaging 7.9 yards per carry to 
help lead the Bulldogs to a 41-14 
win. That win made the Bulldogs 
back-to-back national champi-
ons.

“I had a bittersweet feeling,” 
Taylor said on going into the 
championship game. “It was a 
surreal moment because that 
was my last college football 
game. So, on top of it being 
in the national championship, 
who wouldn’t want to end their 
career off like that, and I looked 
at it as just a blessing [and] an 
opportunity at the same time just 
because, where I’m coming from, 
the likelihood of the people I’m 
around doing something like this 
is slim to none.”

Taylor ended his college career 
by winning another Division II 
national championship with his 
team. Taylor is now a two-time 
Division II national champion.

“The times and memories that 
me and those guys made are 
priceless,” Taylor said. “Like, we 
had some very good times, man.”
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Going out on top

Marcus Taylor ends his career at Ferris with back-to-back championship wins
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