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Turning ideas into business pitches

Entrepreneurial Acccelerator comes to Ferris

Gannon Thomas
Freelance Contributor

Ferris State has partnered
with Middle Michigan Devel-
opment Corporation to offer
students a chance to turn
their concepts into compa-
nies.

Middle Michigan Develop-
ment Corporation and Ferris
are partnering together to al-
low students and alumni alike
to participate in the Idea to
Pitch entrepreneurial acceler-
ator, which is a workshop and
competition for business idea
pitches. The idea to pitch ac-
celerator is hosted by Pre-
mier Event Sponsor and the
facilitator is Middle Michigan
Development Corporation in
partnership with Ferris State
University’s Career & Pro-
fessional Success, Student
Government Association and
Bulldog Entrepreneurs RSO.

This competition will pro-
vide students with the skills
they need to create business
ideas and turn them into valid
concepts. Participants will be
able to build and showcase
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their entrepreneurial ability
and learn how to use those
abilities in real world appli-
cations.

Those who participate in
the competition will receive
mentorship throughout the
creative process, a certificate
for completing and possibly
even a cash prize.

Career Readiness Special-
ist Michele Albright and one
of the programs coordinators,
described how this event acts
as a qualifying event for an-
other competition with even
more at stake.

“Top participants will be
invited to participate in larg-
er regional and state pitch
competitions taking place
in Grand Rapids and Mount
Pleasant,” Albright said.

The Idea to Pitch: Entrepre-
neurial Accelerator is open
for students of all majors and
ages to join including alumni,
aiming to show entrepreneur-
ship isn’t limited to business
degrees.

Students will be offered
guidance through every step
of their pitch creating pro-
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cess and will be connected
with community leaders and
alumni mentors.

This event is an opportuni-
ty for any student to try out
their big idea or just learn
more about the pitching pro-
cess in general.

“Even if students don't
start a business, entrepre-
neurship programs still build
valuable transferable skills
like problem-solving, com-
munication, teamwork, and
adaptability,” Albright said.
“Students gain confidence,
real-world experience, and an
innovative mindset that helps
them stand out to employers
and succeed in any career
path.”

Participants will work with
and learn from experts the
skills needed to set them-
selves and their future busi-
ness up for success. If you
have a great idea or good
side gig this competition of-
fers a chance to refine your
concept and receive profes-
sional feedback.

Director of Career and Pro-
fessional Success Angela Ro-

man touched on what this op-
portunity will require students
to bring to the table and what
they will be able to take away
from the experience.

“This experience will re-
quire students to go through
the whole process of idea
generation to creating a plan
to take action,” Roman said.
“There will be education and
support through this process
which ensures everyone par-
ticipating will learn and prac-
tice entrepreneurial skills.”

Workshops throughout
the competition focus on de-
veloping practical business
skills like problem solving
and effective communication
with experienced mentors.
Sessions are meant to teach
students and give them a
space to create professional
level business concepts and
pitches.

Programs that focus on
innovation and self thinking
are potentially useful to any
student. Roman described
how entrepreneurial thinking
can help them stand out even
if their post-college goal isn’t
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starting a business.

“My hope is that students
participating in this program
become resilient, innovative,
and successful employees,”
Roman said. “If it produces
new local business owners
that hire future Bulldog grad-
uates that is even better.”

If you dont already have
your big idea dont worry, the
pitch accelerator will also of-
fer help to those who need or
want to create and workshop
pitch worthy ideas.

Programs like the pitch
to ldea Accelerator allow
students to practice and
experience professional ex-
pectations in a supportive en-
vironment. It also encourages
students to gain knowledge in
local economics by building
relationships with local busi-
ness leaders, relationships
that could lead to future job
opportunities.

Albright also commented
on this program is likely to af-
fect students when approach-
ing the job market.

“Today’s workforce re-
quires adaptability, inno-

vation, and opportunity
creation,” Albright said.
“While career services build
essential job-search skills,
entrepreneurship helps stu-
dents think creatively, solve
real-world problems, and
develop long-term resilience.
Integrating both prepares
graduates for diverse career
pathways, including leader-
ship, innovation, and lifelong
success.”

The ldea to pitch: Entre-
preneurial Accelerator begins
Feb. 16, with the ideation and
opportunity recognition work-
shop then continues on Feb.
23 and March 2, with two
more workshops and then
ends with the pitch competi-
tion on March 18.

Any student interested
can enter this competition
by going to Ferris 360 and
searching the ldea to Pitch:
Entrepreneurial Accelerator
or emailing Michele Albright
at MicheleAlbright@ferris.
edu.
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Michigan

Nolan Matthews
Sports Editor

Gas prices are down 7 cents per gal-
lon this week, according to AAA-The Auto
Club Group. Michigan drivers are now
paying an average of $2.83 a gallon for
regular unleaded gas. This price is down
3 cents from this time last month and
down 27 cents from this time last year.
According to Adrienne Woodland of AAA-
The Auto Club Group, “Gas prices across
Michigan are easing up. Most drivers are
seeing real drops at the pump, and even
in places where prices are holding steady,
that bit of consistency is still good news.”

National

Nolan Matthews
Sports Editor

The operator of about 180 retail and
outlet stores of the iconic outdoors
brand, Eddie Bauer, has filed for Chapter
11 bankruptcy. Eddie Bauer LLC said on
Monday that it entered into a restructur-
ing agreement with its secured lenders
and filed for bankruptcy in the U.S. Bank-
ruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey.
This marks the third bankruptcy tied to
the brand in the last two decades. Most
Eddie Bauer stores across Canada and
the United States will stay open for now,
though the company said it plans to wind
down certain locations as part of the re-
structuring process.

Global

Nolan Matthews
Sports Editor

Tripoli, Lebanon - A building in Tripoli, a
city in northern Lebanon has collapsed
on Monday morning. At least 15 people
have been killed in the collapse, accord-
ing to the Lebanese Civil Defense, and at
least eight people have been pulled alive
from the rubble. The building consisted
of two blocks, each of which contained
six apartments. Residents of the neigh-
bourhood also took part in rescue efforts,
rushing to help remove debris and create
openings in the collapsed building. Mem-
bers of the Internal Security Forces and
Tripoli municipal police have evacuated
surrounding residential and commercial
buildings in a preventative measure.

MLK March rescheduled

Annual March set to take place Feb. 18, after delays

Davaria Pharr
News Reporter

The annual MLK March
has been rescheduled for
Feb. 18 and will be hosted
by the Office of Multicultural
Center.

The annual MLK March
at Ferris State started in
1987 and has continued
for almost four decades to
raise awareness about Civil
Rights history. The march
creates a shared experience
that brings a sense of com-
munity to campus. Students
gain opportunities such as
leadership and activism. It is
organized and celebrated as
part of MLK Week.

This year, the march was
originally scheduled for Jan-
uary but was postponed due
to a frost bite advidsory. Par-
ticipants will meet in the Da-
vid L. Eisler Center near the
fireplace on Wednesday from
3to5p.m.

Human resource man-
agement sophomore Diana
Woods talked about why
hosting events like these are
crucial for campus connec-
tions.

“Black Culture influences
everything you see; it's ev-
erywhere, even when people
don’t always acknowledge
where it comes from,” Woods
said.

She explains that the
march has always opened
the door for students to
learn about Black history and
bring community to campus.

She said we should all come
together instead of tearing
each other apart.

It's an important event to
her because it's for a cause
that needs to be put in the
broad light.

“I would like to see more
awareness spread on Black
History Month alongside the
MLK event,” Woods said.

She explains how she
hasn’'t noticed many post-
ers up around campus high-
lighting the month. Woods
mentioned how seeing more
people get involved and more
events held in regard to the
celebration, is something
she would love to witness on
campus.

Criminal justice sopho-
more Tariayah Martin shared
a similar sentiment to Woods.
One thing she mentioned was
how important it is to high-
light this month, especially
on a college campus and how
we need to connect outside
of these celebrations.

“I think it's especially im-
portant at a predominantly
white institution,” Martin
said. “We should normal-
ize coming together not just
during Black History Month.”

She explains that being a
part of a minority group can
sometimes feel isolating at
such a large university, with
approximately 10% of the
population being African
American. She adds that she
likes to see community and
support alongside her peers.

She wants everyone to
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The Martin Luther King Jr. annual march is a campus tradition that dates back almost 40 years.

come together, not just one
singular race.

“I hope the MLK March
takes a stance and sheds a
light on everything happening
with the United States Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment,” Martin said.

Martin holds the belief that
all races should be seen and
upheld to the same standard
as the next. That equality is
the key to a better society.

Woods and Martin both
have hopes that the march
leaves a positive impact and

broadens the perspective on
matters concerning systemic
racism and social justice is-
sues.

For more information re-
garding the march, you can
go to the Office of Multicultur-
al Center website. The March
takes place on Wednesday,
Feb. 18, from 3to 5 p.m. and
will start at the David L. Eisler
Center fireplace. Ferris hopes
students will be there in hon-
or of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. and Black History Month.

Photo courtesy of Torch Archives
Students march the campus in support of MLK.
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Bella Brazeau
News Reporter

Ferris State university is
gaining national attention be-
yond the football field, with its
astronomy program earning
recognition for research now
included in one of the world’s
most autoritative scientific
catalogs.

The recognition comes
from a binary star research
project that resulted in new-
ly developed orbital models
being adopted by the United
States Naval Observatory,
making a rare acheivment for
a primarly undergradute insti-
tution. The project highlights
Ferris State’s growing role in
national scientific research,
demonstrating how under-
graduate-focused institutions
can contribute meaningful
data to global astronomy ef-
forts while giving students
hands-on experience typically
reserved for major research
universities.

Psysics and astronomy
professor Dr. Dinesh Shet-
ty shared more about the
adoption by the U.S. Naval
Observatory and how it un-
derscores the significance of
their work.

“What makes this work
especially noteworthy is that
four of the newly developed
orbital models have been of-
ficially adopted by the United
States Naval Observatory,”
Shetty said. “The USNO’s
visual binary star catalog is
the world’s authoritative ref-
erence for binary star orbits
and is used by astronomers
internationally. Once includ-
ed, these results become
part of the permanent sci-
entific record, ensuring that
observations made at Ferris
State will continue to inform
astronomical research for
years to come. It is uncom-
mon for work conducted at
a primarily undergraduate
institution to be incorporated
into such a major global ref-
erence.”

Shetty emphasized that
the student involvement was
a central part of the project.

“Just as significant, the
project included direct stu-
dent involvement,” Shetty
said. “Having a Ferris stu-
dent’s name associated with
research that enters one of
astronomy’s most important
catalogs is a rare achieve-
ment and highlights the au-
thenticity and rigor of the

research experience.”

He added that the project
reflects a broader shift in how
astronomical research is con-
ducted.

“Beyond the scientific re-
sults, this work demonstrates
the growing role of under-
graduate-accessible observa-
tories in modern astronomy,”
Shetty said. “By integrating
student participation with
contemporary observing tech-
niques, smaller observatories
can make meaningful contri-
butions that complement
large national and interna-
tional survey projects. This
approach broadens access to
research, supports workforce
development in STEM fields,
and shows that impactful
scientific discovery can hap-
pen well beyond traditional
research powerhouses.”

Ferris State undergraduate
student Francisco Vasquez,
who participated directly in
the research, said the expe-
rience was transformative
both academically and pro-
fessionally.

“Being an undergraduate
student played a fundamen-
tal role in this work. It allowed
me to engage directly in real
research, using authentic

E

observational data and sci-
entific methods applied in
professional astronomy,”
Vasquez said. “l also received
guidance and mentorship
from Professor Dinesh Shet-
ty, from the Department of
Physics and Astronomy, who
supported and guided every
step of the project. | would
also like to thank the Ferris
State Office of Research for
providing resources, institu-
tional support, and oppor-
tunities that made this re-
search experience possible.”

Vasquez gave insight as to
why updating these research
models are particularly im-
portant for the field of as-
tronomy.

“Updating orbital models
of binary stars is crucial be-
cause these systems allow
us to directly measure stellar
masses, which is one of the
most important properties of
stars,” Vasquez said. “With
more recent and precise
data, the models become
more reliable, improving our
understanding of how stars
evolve, how they interact
gravitationally, and how they
behave in different environ-
ments across the universe.
Additionally, updated models
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Ferris astronomy program
earns national recognition

Binary star research adopted by U.S. Naval Observatory

Photo courtesy of Ferris State University
Undergraduate student at Ferris, Francisco Vasquez participated directly in the research and shared his experiences working with Dr. Dinesh Shetty.

help correct errors accumu-
lated from older observa-
tions.”

He also described the op-
portunity to work with one
of the world’s most famous
telescopes.

“Something that truly blew
my mind and felt out of this
world was having the oppor-
tunity to work with, observe,
and operate the 100-inch
telescope at Mount Wilson,
an instrument of enormous
scale that very few people
get to use,” Vasquez said.
“Being able to see how data
is collected directly from such
a historic telescope, adjust its
controls, and observe binary
stars firsthand was an incred-
ible experience.”

Vasquez said the site’s
history made the experience
even more meaningful.

“Additionally, Mount Wilson
is a historic place where even
Albert Einstein worked and
conducted research, which
makes the experience even
more extraordinary,” Vasquez
said. “It not only allowed me
to connect theory with prac-
tice, but also gave me a
unique sense of contributing
to professional astronomy,
operating equipment that

has been fundamental to
many historic discoveries in
science.”

Vasquez hopes the re-
search inspires others to ex-
plore the field.

“A key message | would
like to share is that astrono-
my allows us to explore and
understand how the universe
works,” Vasquez said. “It
helps us understand how gal-
axies are formed and struc-
tured, how our solar system is
organized, how celestial bod-
ies move in their orbits, and
how stars and other objects
behave in the vastness of
the cosmos. Essentially, as-
tronomy gives us the tools to
appreciate the patterns, laws,
and beauty that govern every-
thing we see in the universe.

Ferris State’s expanding
role in national scientific
research while giving under-
graduate students hands-
on experience that directly
contributes to the global un-
derstanding of the universe.
The work demonstrates that
impactful astronomical dis-
covery can take place far
beyond traditional research
powerhouses.
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Bulldogs best friends

Students share about their beloved dogs

Photo courtesy of Hayley Riggi

Gracie seen posing in her new collar.

Grace Heethuis
Culture Editor

Everyone has heard that
dogs are a man'’s best friend,
but they are also many stu-
dents’ best friends.

In fact, many students on
campus have a dog of their
own, whether at college
with them or back at home.
Students are very excited to

share about their beloved
companions.

Senior criminal justice ma-
jor Taylor Huntoon shared a
little about her adored Ger-
man Shepherd, Hans, noting
a particularly odd trait for a
breed known for being strong
and protective.

“He will be two in June,
and he's like 95 Ibs,”
Huntoon said. “I think he’s

Photo courtesy of Hayley Riggi

Addie enjoys cuddles and playing outside often.

pretty much scared of every-
thing, which is kind of funny
for his breed.”

Huntoon also shared a bit
about her dog’s personality
and what she loves about
him, sharing about his love
for everyone around him.

“He loves to be around
people, and he’s very protec-
tive of our family,” Huntoon
said. “I think I just love how

loyal he is to you and how
much he truly loves you.”

In addition to sharing
what she loves about Hans,
Huntoon discussed why it
is meaningful for people to
have a pet.

“I think it's helpful if peo-
ple feel lonely sometimes or
like they just need something
there for them, especially
during hard times,” Huntoon

said.

It is not uncommon for stu-
dents to have several dogs
and many of them especially
enjoy larger breeds.

Senior criminal justice ma-
jor Hayley Riggi revealed that
she has three Rottweilers
named Gracie, Addie and
Lincoln. Riggi shared a little
bit about her three beloved
companions back at home.

“They’re actually all biolog-
ical siblings from the same
mom and dad, just three dif-
ferent litters,” Riggi said.

Additionally, she described
her favorite thing about each
of them, highlighting their dif-
ferent and unique personal-
ities.

“My favorite thing about
Gracie is how loving she is.
Addie, my favorite thing is
probably that she’s a cuddler.
Lincoln, my favorite thing
about him is probably how
protective he is,” Riggi said.

Many people enjoy own-
ing dogs for their emotional
support during tough times
and their unconditional love.
Riggi shared a little bit about
how owning a dog can be
beneficial.

“I think it's meaningful
just because a lot of people,
you know, come home from

a stressful day, whether it's
school, work, anything, and
| think dogs really help with
that emotional aspect,” Rig-
gi said. “I think they’re really
there to kind of comfort you,
and they bring a smile to ev-
erybody’s face.”

Other students enjoy dogs
for their companionship and
high-energy personalities
that provide entertainment.

Senior in the Ready for Life
program, Emily Blake, talked
about her two dogs, Gary and
Phil, describing what she en-
joys about them.

“They make great compan-
ions,” Blake said. “They’re
both crazy and playful.”

Blake also shared what
she believes is essential
about owning a pet, empha-
sizing the need for proper
training.

“I' just think they make
great companions if they're
well-trained, and they just
are very comforting,” Blake
said.

Many students on campus
have dogs back home that
are excited to greet them
the minute they walk back
through the door and the
students love their dogs just
as much.

Graphic by: Harmony Goodman | Production Manager
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Tate Zellman
Culture Reporter

Every student comes from
a different background, which
affects the foods they like but
food can resonate so strongly
with an individual that it be-
comes comfort food for them.

Many comfort foods be-
gin as something students
ate when they were children
or a common family recipe.
Whether it's homemade
dishes or recipes from a
cookbook, students enjoy
various types of comfort food
for the taste or the memories
associated with it. Comfort
food can be as simple as
snacky foods filled with sug-
ar and calories but also nutri-
ent-dense foods that are a bit
on the healthier side.

Comfort food doesn’t al-
ways have to be food bought
at a restaurant or kept in the
pantry as snacks. Anyone
can enjoy delicious meals
at home if they know how to
cook for themselves.

Business administration
junior Korbyn Kahl has had a
positive experience with food
because of memories from
the kitchen with his family
when he was younger.

“My experience with food
is good,” Kahl said. “Cooking
is something that my mom
and | bonded over, and same
goes for my grandma. Some
of my childhood lessons
and memories came in the
kitchen, and it has shaped
how | eat now because we

A familiar taste of home

Students share their favorite comfort foods and experiences

ate fairly healthy as a fami-
ly, so that habit has been in
me, so | haven't really been
able to break it. Hopefully
that doesn’t change any time
soon.”

Kahl mentioned home-
made white chicken chili as
a dish he’d make back home.
Given the opportunity to help
make food at a younger age,
Kahl has described himself
more as a foodie than a con-
noisseur.

“I would say I'm more of
a foodie,” Kahl said. “I like
food a lot, and I’'m always in-
terested in trying new things
but also keep going back to
my tried and true food items.”

Not all comfort foods are
typical recipes. Some unique
types of food combinations
can be turned into favorite
dishes.

Business administration
freshman Jacob Zimmer has
a unique favorite dish created
by his family.

“My personal favorite is my
grandma makes these zuc-
chini turkey burgers,” Zimmer
said. “A lot of people think
they’re weir but | love them
because they taste amazing.
My grandma always makes
the zucchini burgers for my
birthday or for any special
occasion, and so | just associ-
ate the burgers with any type
of celebration.”

Apart from zucchini turkey
burgers, Zimmer mentioned a
food he eats simply for com-
fort.

“Spaghetti would be the

top comfort food I'd eat if
| had to pick one,” Zimmer
said. “It's got this warm feel-
ing, and you feel full after-
wards, and every time | eat
it, | just want to go to sleep.
It just makes me very calm.”

Some comfort food can
come from parents’ cooking,

as the feeling of tasting food
from a parent is pleasurable.

English education se-
nior Elizabeth Montgomery
shared her favorite type of
comfort food.

“My favorite comfort food
has to be pasta,” Montgom-
ery said. “Mac and cheese,

—————
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Photo by: Grace Heethuis | Culture Editor
Food is a common way for friends and family to bond together by sharing the enjoyment of a meal.

ravioli, fettuccine, lasagna. |
love any type of pasta.”

Montgomery credits her
dad for her love of pasta.

“My dad is a good chef,”
Montgomery said. “He makes
the most yummy pasta ever,
so whenever | eat pasta, |
think of him.”

Food has value beyond
filling people’s stomachs.
Certain foods bring people
happiness and memories
around the world. Whether
it's for comfort or special
occasions, having food that
brings satisfaction can be
rewarding.

“Jimes running out so
9 have to ask, will

you be my valentine?

Ua
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entines!

Graphic by: Harmony Goodman | Production Manager
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Valentines Crossword

\ 4

10

Clue Bank

Across

4. A common valentines

day activity

6. A closing message meaning
hugs and kisses

7. The "mascot” of love
9.Will you be my...

10. The month of love

\ 4

Down

1. A handwritten gift to
express love

2. A common Valentines
day treat

3. A blooming arrangment
5. ...1sin bloom

8. Symbol associated with
Valentine’s day

Graphic by: Harmony Goodman | Production Manager
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The Ferris State Torch is published on
27 Wednesdays throughout the aca-
demic year. This student-run newspa-
per is printed by The Pioneer Group.

Our Location:

Arts and Science Commons 1016
820 Campus Drive

Ferris State University

Big Rapids, MI 49307

The Ferris State Torch welcomes
comments on topics of interest to the
general readership. Letters should
not exceed 300 words in length and
The Torch reserves the right to edit
for length. Letters will not be edited
for grammar, punctuation or spelling.
The Torch will not print letters deemed
to be libelous or obscene. All letters
must be signed by their authors and
include his or her phone number.

Unsigned editorials appearing on this
page are the opinion of The Torch and
do not necessarily represent the opin-
ion of the university’s administration,
faculty or staff. Signed columns rep-
resent the opinion of the writer. Inqui-
ries regarding editorial content should
be directed to the Editor in Chief at
(231) 591-5978.

To advertise with the Torch, contact
Danette Doyle at the Pioneer Group
at (231) 592-8359 or Danette.Doyle@
hearst.com.

Student media retain the same
rights, responsibilities, privileg-
es and protections afforded by
the First and Fourteenth Amend-
ments of the U.S. Constitution
and under applicable state laws.

The Torch and fsutorch.com, the stu-
dent newspaper and its accompany-
ing online version focused on Ferris
State University, are public forums for
student expression. Student editors
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the student newspapers.
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EDITOR’S COLUMN:
No opting out of politics

“I don’t do politics” is a privilege we can’t afford

Blase Gapinski
Editor in Chief

One thing that | can't seem
to get away from when talking
to people my age about cur-
rent events is the phrase “I
don’t do politics.”

This was something | once
felt too. Talking about poli-
tics can feel like such a drag,
especially when there really
isn’'t that much good to talk
about.

When it comes to certain
political issues, like mass
deportations being executed
by the Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, we can’t
sit back and have the mind-
set that “This isn’t affecting
me, so | don’t care.” The vio-
lent and deadly tactics being
used by ICE simply can’t and
shouldn’t be ignored.

It took me a long time to re-
alize that having this mindset
is ignorant because it means
we are just going to accept
whatever is happening and
not give it any thought or
pushback. We are essential-
ly complying with whatever is
put in front of us and doing
so willingly.

Our daily lives are shaped
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by political ongoings that in-
fluence everything around us
and simply not caring strips
away your voice. Even the
daily news cycles we see are
often shaped by what is hap-
pening around us politically.
ICE practices and whether
they are ethical or not have
been a topic that has been
pretty relevant for a few
months now.

The discourse | often hear
around this topic makes
me start to understand why
some people aren’t invested
in politics at all. It can of-
tentimes be overwhelming
hearing these conversations
surrounding politics because
of the little empathy and lack
of care for human life that
seems to surround some of
these conversations.

What is happening
throughout our country with
ICE right now isn’t just polit-
ical and it should make all
citizens of the United States
angry and unsettled. We are
witnessing federal sactioned
harm carried out against vul-
nerable communities who
are already being told they
don’t belong and should just
disappear.

The normalization of rou-
tine deportations or violence
being executed in our streets
by a government agency fu-
eled by hate should alarm
everyone in the country.

While talking with a more
well-versed friend about
these issues, they said some-
thing that really stuck with
me. A society that grows com-
fortable with cruelty directed
at one group is a society that
has lowered its standards for
everyone.

| wrote this down because
of how true the sentiment
is. It really resonates with
me because when the same
government agency that is al-
legedly meant to protect U.S.
citizens is targeting people
based on perceptions made
from racial profiling.

Isn’t this just going to
make more U.S. citizens live
in fear? And if we sit around
as bystanders and act like
these acts are defensible,
aren’t we going against ev-
erything America stands for?

The Statue of Liberty, one
of the most iconic landmarks
in the U.S., has been a sym-
bol of hope to many gener-
ations of immigrants who

traveled here to seek a new
life. This statue is an icon
of U.S. immigration and has
been standing for well over
100 years.

Is it really fitting for an
iconic statue referred to as
the “Mother of Exiles” to be
standing in a place where we
don’t see liberty and justice
for all of our citizens?

Sure, you can argue that
there is a process and a cor-
rect way to enter this country
but isn’t there a better way to
go about enforcing policies
rather than instantly resort-
ing to violence in our com-
munities?

The longer we go without
recognizing or acknowledging
the problems within our soci-
ety, the worse things are go-
ing to get. They say ignorance
is bliss but at times like this,
everyone should be worried
about the people within our
communities.

Jackie Moglia
Opinions Editor

To echo our Editor in
Chief, I'm sick of hearing the
phrase “l don’t do politics”.
| frequently think back to a
meme about people who say
they don’t do politics, saying
“well, baby, politics is going to
do you regardless.”

I've frequently heard peo-
ple in class talk about politics
and the news as something
they only pay attention to as it
pertains to them, something
that | think is inherently dan-
gerous.

Throughout the past few
weeks, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
activity has garnered more
attention, especially in Min-
neapolis, specifically the
killing of Renee Nicole Good
and Alex Pretti. These killings
have followed the killing of
Keith Porter Jr in late Decem-
ber, 2025.

Since the killing of two
white American citizens, I've
seen a resurgence of a quote
by Lutheran pastor Martin
Niemoller following World
War 2.

“First they came for the so-
cialists, and | did not speak
out—because | was not a
socialist. Then they came for
the trade unionists, and | did
not speak out—because | was
not a trade unionist. Then
they came for the Jews, and
| did not speak out—because
| was not a Jew. Then they
came for me—and there was
no one left to speak for me.”

I've seen discussions
about how people never
thought that they would be
impacted by ICE, that as law
abiding citizens expressing
their constitutional right to
protest they would not be the
target. I've seen people say
they didn’t think it would get
this bad.

After the election, numer-
ous people expressed their
concerns over what would
happen to their friends or
family. When | spoke of the
same fears, | was frequently
told that they would only go
after the “bad” ones. | won-
der how those people have
justified what has happened
to Liam Ramos, the five year
old boy detained by ICE.

Was he a “bad” one?

In Michigan, ICE activity
is ramping up. Parents have
been detained after dropping
off their children at schools
and bus stops. Child care
centers are running through
worst-case scenarios to pro-
tect children in the event of
ICE raids. The North Lake
Processing Center in Baldwin,
Mich., is an ICE detention
facility with the capability to
hold up to 1,800 detainees.

In a few of my classes,
we’ve talked about our Con-
stitutional rights more and
more frequently, specifically
how the Constitution applies
to everyone while they are in
the United States.

Even non-citizens.

The issues going on are
not just moral, they funda-
mentally endanger our de-
mocracy by denying Constitu-
tional rights. Look at House
Speaker Mike Johnson, for
example, who argued for
warrants to be signed by im-
migration officials rather than
judges: “Imagine if we had to
go through the process of get-
ting a judicial warrant.”

The Fourth Amendment, as
interpreted by the Court, calls
for warrants to be issued by
a judicial officer or magis-
trate, specifically calling for
one that is “neutral and de-
tached” and that cannot hap-
pen when the issuing party is
engaged in law enforcement
activities.

Politics affects us all,
whether we think it does or
not and whether we want it to
or not, which is why it is more
important now than ever to
get involved and to speak out
about what is happening.
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Devin Wardrop
Sports Reporter

Every year, on one Sunday,
almost everyone is watching
the same thing at the same
time.

The Super Bowl isn’t just a
football game. It's a nation-
al event that brings togeth-
er die-hard sports fans and
people who could not name
a single starting quarterback.
Whether you live for football
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Super Bowl unites all

My take on the big game

or only tune in once a year,
the Super Bowl can unite
people across interests,
backgrounds and genera-
tions.

For massive sports fans,
the Super Bowl is the peak
of a long journey. These are
the people who follow train-
ing camps, debate rankings,
track stats and build their
schedules around game
days. For them, the Super
Bowl is the reward for months
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of emotional investment. Ev-
ery play matters, every de-
cision is analyzed and the
result feels personal.

Watching the game with
other fans makes it so much
better. The Super Bowl gives
devoted fans a shared stage
where their passion finally
makes sense to everyone
else.

At the same time, the Su-
per Bowl welcomes people
who do not care about foot-

ball at all. Some tune in for
the commercials, which have
become a cultural event of
their own. Others wait all
year for the halftime show,
where some of the biggest
artists in the world perform
in front of millions. For many
families and friend groups,
the game is just background
noise to food, conversation
and togetherness. Even peo-
ple who claim they “never
watch sports” still know when

the Super Bowl is happening,
and many choose to be part
of it anyway.

As a massive sports fan
and someone who is plan-
ning on working in that indus-
try, the Super Bowl is a big
deal for me. It's the pinnacle
of the sport, with the two best
teams playing in between fun
commercials and a good per-
formance from a popular art-
ist. | always watch this game,
whether at a party with family
or friends.

This year, no party, but a
trip to Buffalo Wild Wings to
spend three hours looking at
dozens of TVs is where I'll be,
chatting it up with friends.

What makes the Super
Bowl special is that you don’t
need to be an expert. You
don’t need to understand for-
mations or rules to enjoy the
atmosphere. You can watch
for five minutes or the entire
game and still feel included.
Someone might explain what
just happened, or everyone
might cheer simply because
the room is cheering. The
event lowers the barrier to en-
try, allowing casual viewers to
share the experience without
pressure or judgment.

The Super Bowl also cre-
ates moments that become
part of collective memory.
Iconic plays, unexpected
comebacks, controversial
calls, hilarious commercials

and unforgettable halftime
performances are talked
about the next day at school,
work and online.

Even if people watched
for different reasons, they
still experienced the same
moments. Those shared ref-
erences spark conversations
between people who might
otherwise have nothing in
common.

In a time when entertain-
ment is usually personalized,
the Super Bowl stands out.
Most people stream differ-
ent shows, follow different
creators, and live in separate
digital bubbles. The Super
Bowl cuts through that. For a
few hours, millions of people
are reacting together in real
time. Social media is filled
with the same clips, jokes,
and debates. That sense of
togetherness is rare, and it
feels meaningful.

The Super Bowl’s greatest
achievement is not crowning
a champion, but creating a
connection. It turns living
rooms into gathering places
and gives people a reason to
show up, whether for football,
food, music or just company.

In a world where everyone
watches something different,
the Super Bowl proves that
something as simple as a
game can still bring everyone
to the same table, even if it's
only for one night.

Navigating friendship as an adult

Why is it so hard to make friends when you get oIder’P

Davaria Pharr
News Reporter

As a young adult myself
and part of Generation Z, |
find it extremely difficult to
maintain friendships as an
adult.

Amongst other young
adults who have similar ex-
periences, this is a real issue
that needs attention. Though
this issue can apply to all
adults, this age group specif-
ically is a majority of the new
and upcoming adults.

| think people nowadays
don’t know the true mean-
ing of friendship or how to
be a good friend; they look
at friendship as a chore or
something to only gain ben-
efits from.

What | noticed amongst
my age group is that most
people only want to be your
friend when it is convenient
for them or when they gain
something from the friend-
ship, for example, a ride, a
free trip somewhere or a free
dinner.

My point is people don’t
see the value in having a
friendship anymore. Some-
one to count on and be there

in your darkest time of need.

When | think of friendship,
| think of the song “Count on
Me,” by Bruno Mars. When
| was in elementary school,
maybe 1st grade, our teacher
would have us stand next to
someone we didn’t know and
sing this song with them and
we would all hold hands and
smile as we stood in a circle.

Those are the times | miss,
when people had nothing to
gain from being your friend
except for just enjoying your
company.

When did we as a society
say friendship is dead?

| find it very sad that there
is such a lack of kindness
and empathy when it comes
to friendships. Typically, you
have two different types of
friends: friend A, who is al-
ways there for you no matter
what. Always devoted and
willing to hang out, initiates
conversation and hangouts.
Simply the friend that shows
up in every way possible,
mentally, emotionally and
physically.

This doesn’t mean they are
perfect, but they try their best
to be the friend you need.

Then you have friend B.

They don't initiate hang-
outs, they don’'t answer the
phone, they don’t show up
mentally, emotionally or
physically. Except for when
they need a ride, or you offer
to pay for something or it's
convenient for them.

For the people who relate
to friend A, if you want bet-
ter friends, | advise you to
gain stronger boundaries
and refuse to put up with the
behavior from someone like
friend B.

If you relate to friend B, |
advise you to reflect on your
expectations and ideas on
friendship and ask yourself:
Are you a good friend?

My next point would be
accountability. Before social
media, people were held
accountable and called out
publicly for inappropriate
behavior. It feels like in to-
day’s society, people can say
whatever they want and do
whatever they want and still
be accepted.

| think we as a society need
to bring back shame and the
idea of accountability.

Peer pressure is one of the
most powerful tools, espe-
cially during adolescence and

early adulthood. If you hold
your friends accountable as
a group, behavior will change.
What | am not saying is bul-
ly the individual or cut them
loose but just simply saying
“that wasn’t cool” is enough,
believe it or not.

Our brains are wired to
want social connection and
approval from people who
matter in our lives.

This is why social media
is so popular because it is
based on likes or views and
people associate attention
and popularity with self-
worth.

A question | pose to every-
one who uses social media
is how many people who like
your posts know you person-
ally? What are you willing to
do for validation to gain at-
tention from people you don’t
know?

To put it plainly and simply,
social media ruined relation-
ships. Overall, it has been
putting false expectations
in our heads, causing us to
seek other people’s opinions
on matters without knowing
their background or qualifi-
cations. Social media is edu-
cating our youth that the only

Photo by: Davaria Pharr|News Reporter
Pharr and her friend Jordyn Watkins at a Ferris
Bulldog day picnic.

things valuable in life are ma-
terialistic.

It has erased the power of
unity and positivity. If we all
stopped giving attention to
social media, it wouldn’t be

a thing. If we all started be-
ing kinder to one another, we
would see change and com-
munity again.



10

Week of Feb. 11, - Feb. 18, 2026

Sports

Nolan Matthews | Sports Editor | matthen4@ferris.edu

Sports

Ferris State Torch

Rival slate continues

Ferris women’s basketball hits the road

Ally Schultz drives in for a layup against a Wayne State defender.

Nolan Matthews
Sports Editor

After starting the month
off on two big wins, with a
100-52 win over Purdue
Northwest and an 82-69 win
over Wisconsin-Parkside. The
Ferris State women'’s basket-
ball team hit the road to take
on the Saginaw Valley State
Cardinals and the Lake Su-
perior State Lakers.

The No.18-ranked Bull-
dogs (18-4, 11-2 in GLIAC)
will first take on the Cardi-
nals (5-17, 3-11 in GLIAC) in
what will be the two teams’
second matchup in the last
two weeks.

In their last matchup, the
Bulldogs handily won by a

score of 89-67, with senior
guard Emma Schierbeek
scoring a career-high 29
points on 7-14 from beyond
the three-point line.

Schierbeek believes that
they can repeat a victory
against the Cardinals, but
understands the difficulty
with road matchups.

“I think our game plan will
be similar to what we did our
last game,” Schierbeek said.
“Since they saw what we did
last time, they will be making
adjustments so we will have
to adjust as well. We have
struggled in the past to get
a win at Saginaw, so we will
have to bring lots of energy
and make sure to stay sharp
on the road.”

Saginaw Valley comes
into the matchup 1-9 in their
last 10 games. In those nine
losses, they have allowed an
average of 73.3 points per
game and scored only 60
points per game. While the
Bulldogs ride into the match-
up on the complete opposite
side, as they are 9-1 in their
last 10 games.

Senior forward Mya Hiram
believes this momentum they
have will continue into the fi-
nal month of the season.

“We are constantly learn-
ing and improving with each
game and practice,” Hiram
said. “I think having that con-
fidence, but still staying hun-
gry for more wins, is what is
going to propel us far for this

second half of conference
play. | am extremely pleased
with the way our team has
been playing, with veteran
players and younger players
stepping up big.”

The Cardinals are led by a
duo of junior forward Megan
McCalla and senior guard
Lydia Meredith. McCalla is
averaging 13.9 points per
game on 42.2% shooting,
while Meredith is averag-
ing 12 points per game on
37.4% shooting while averag-
ing 6.7 rebounds per game.

One of Ferris State’s
standout players would be
senior guard Mia Riley, who
is averaging 15.8 points per
game on 43.5% shooting,
while also averaging 5.1 re-
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bounds per game and 2.1
steals per game. Another
standout player would be Hi-
ram, who is averaging 11.7
points per game on 51.5%
shooting with 6.7 rebounds
per game.

The second matchup of
the week comes against the
Lake Superior State Lakers
(5-17, 2-12 in GLIAC). The
Bulldogs currently have a 17
game winning streak against
the Lakers, spanning back
to the 2017-18 season and
hold a 30-7 all time record
against the Lakers.

Lake Superior is led by one
of the better scorers in the
GLIAC, that being senior for-
ward Grace Bradford. Brad-
ford is averaging 15.1 points

per game on 44% shooting,
9.9 rebounds per game and
1.3 steals per game. While
redshirt junior guard Dara
Capaldi is just as good a
scorer, averaging 12.1 points
per game on 47% shooting
and averaging 5.4 rebounds
per game.

The Ferris State Bulldogs
women’s basketball team will
travel to take on the Saginaw
Valley State Cardinals on
Saturday, Feb. 14 at 1 p.m.
and then they head north to
Sault Ste. Marie to take on
the Lake Superior State Lak-
ers on Monday, Feb. 16 at
5:30 p.m..



Sports

Ferris State Torch

11

Week of Feb. 11, - Feb. 18, 2026

Swamp fox sizzler

Ferris softball kicks off second tournament of the new season

Pitcher Cecelia Bell celebrates after a strikeout.

Nolan Matthews
Sports Editor

After playing four games at
the Embry-Riddle Invitation-
al in Daytona Beach, Florida,
and going 2-2 to start the
season.

Ferris State softball heads
south again, this time to Flor-
ence, South Carolina for the
Swamp Fox Sizzler hosted by
Francis Marion University.

The 2025 season did
not finish up the way the
Bulldogs would have liked
it, losing all three games in
the GLIAC tournament. Then
losing in the first two games
of the Midwest Regional
against GLIAC rival Saginaw
Valley and the Findlay Oilers.

The Bulldogs did start the
2026 season on a high note,
winning the first two games
of the Embry-Riddle Invita-
tional against Mount Olive
and Embry-Riddle, before
losing the next two games
against Columbus State and
Pittsburg State.

Ferris State has a tough
first day of the Swamp Fox
Sizzler, taking on the No.10-
ranked Francis Marion, who
went 53-6 last season and
went to the Super Regionals
in the 2025 playoffs.

Francis Marion has a
high-powered offense, led
by redshirt senior outfield-
er Paige Strickland. In the
2025 season, Strickland hit
for a .423 average, a 1.230
ops, 24 extra base hits, 14
home runs and drove in a
team-leading 84 rbis.

On the mound, the Patri-

ots’ pitching is bolstered by
senior left-handed pitcher
Alyssa Poston. Poston had a
28-2 record in 2025, pitch-
ing 198 innings to a tune of a
1.45 era, a .91 whip, a.206
batting average against while
striking out 187 batters and
only walking 29.

While not being in the
same conference, the Bull-
dogs have faced the Patriots
twice before, spanning all the
way back to 1981, where the
Bulldogs lost 1-0. Then the
two matched up again 27
years later in 2008, where
the Bulldogs won 2-0.

Head coach Jake
Schumann knows that his
team can compete with
anyone and is ready for the
tough matchup.

“The game plan against
Francis Marion is the same
as it is against every oppo-
nent we play,” Schumann
said. “We have to worry
about what we can do to be
our best. The focus is on im-
proving from last weekend,
and continuing to make ad-
justments and attacking on
offense, improving our strike
throwing, and tightening up
our defense.”

The Bulldogs are led on of-
fense by junior first baseman
Alexis Kozlowski, who in the
2025 season hit for a .368
average, a .431 obp, a .559
slugging percentage, while
hitting 12 extra base hits,
four home runs, and knock-
ing in 43 runs.

A standout pitcher for the
Bulldogs is junior right hand-
ed pitcher Cecelia Bell, who

last season pitched 137 in-
nings to the tune of a 2.45
era, a 1.27 whip, while strik-
ing out 59 batters and walk-
ing 36.

The second day of the invi-
tational, Ferris State will face
off against the Tusculum Pio-
neers, who in 2025 went 38-
19 and made the Southeast
Regional but lost to North
Georgia.

The Pioneers offense ran
through senior catcher Sam-
my Jimenez, who last season
hit for a.331 average, a.539
slugging percentage, while
smacking six home runs and
knocking in 54 rbis.

Tusculum struggles on the
mound, as last season the
team had a 5.42 era, but in
the off-season the Pioneers
brought in a familiar face.
That being former Bulldog
right-handed pitcher Cather-
ine O’'Donahue, who last sea-
son for the Bulldogs pitched
94 innings, to a 3.28 era, a
1.43 whip, while striking out
66 and walking 42.

Looking ahead to the rest
of the season, freshman in-
fielder Emma Herremans is
confident in her team this
season.

“I am quite confident in
our team, and | believe we
can dominate throughout the
rest of the season.”

The Ferris State Bulldogs
softball team takes on the
Francis Marion Patriots
on Friday, Feb. 13, for two
games before taking on the
Tusculum Pioneers the fol-
lowing day for another two
games.
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Catcher Emily Killion hits a line drive against Saginaw Valley.
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Defenseman Christopher Lie skates down the ice against Minnesota State.

Devin Wardrop
Sports Reporter

After splitting the series
at Bemidji State, the Ferris
State Bulldogs will host the
Northern Michigan Wildcats
in the final homestand of the
season on Feb. 13 and 14.

Ferris State (5-25, 4-18 in
CCHA) comes into the series
against Northern Michigan
(3-25, 3-17 in CCHA) off a
series split at Bemidji State,
winning the first game 6-3
before losing the second 4-3.

After Friday night's 6-3
victory over Bemidji, the
Bulldogs broke their 12-
game losing streak, which
stretched back to the Dec. 6
victory over Minnesota State.

Leading the Bulldogs in
points is senior forward
Gavin Best (12-9-21), who
had two goals in the win
against Bemidji. Best is one
of five players with over ten
points. Also on that list is se-
nior forwards Josh Zary (10-
7-17) and Max ltagaki (6-10-
16), who both scored goals
in the Bemidji series. Soph-
omore defender Christopher
Lie leads the Bulldogs in
assists with 11, with Itagaki
right behind him at 10.

The Bulldogs have split
goaltender reps this season
between sophomore Martin
Lundberg and junior Hobie
Hedquist.

Lundberg has started
13 of the 16 games he’s

played, and logged over 800
minutes in net. Lundberg has
307 saves and allowed 41
goals for a save percentage
of .882 and a goals against
average of 3.06.

Hedquist has started 12 of
the 13 games he’s appeared
in, and has 655 minutes be-
tween the pipes this season.
Hedquist has 328 saves and
allowed 45 goals for a .879
save percentage and a 4.12
goals against average.

Northern Michigan last
played in the final weekend
of January, splitting their
home series against Bemi-
dji State. The Wildcats won
2-0 on Jan. 30 but lost 7-1
on Jan. 31. Senior forward
Caiden Gault (13-0-13), who
played for Ferris State last
season, leads the Wildcats
as the only player over ten
points this season with 13
goals.

There are three players
tied with nine points, with
freshman forward Tobias
Pika (5-4-9) second in goals
behind Gault. Both players
scored one goal each in
the previous series. Senior
forward Kyle Bettens and
junior defenseman Tynan
Ewart lead the Wildcats with
8 assists on the year. Ewart
leads the CCHA in blocked
shots with 58, with Ferris
State senior defenseman
Valtteri Piironen right behind
him with 55.

The Wildcats have had

Closing time

a two-goaltender season
as well, with junior William
Gramme and freshman OI-
iver Auyeung-Ashton taking
turns in net. Auyeung-Ash-

Bulldogs look forward to final regular-season home slate
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ton has started 14 of the 16
games he’s appeared in, log-
ging 820 minutes between
the pipes.

He has 481 saves on the

year while allowing 38 goals
for a save percentage of .927
and a goals against average
of 2.78. Gramme started
14 of the 15 games he’s
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appeared in, logging 815
minutes in the net. Gramme
has 487 saves and allowed
54 goals for a.900 save per-
centage and a 3.97 goals
against average.

This is the only series
between Ferris State and
Northern Michigan this sea-
son. These two teams played
four times last season, with
Ferris State winning the sea-
son series 3-0-1. This sea-
son, Ferris State is eighth
in the CCAA and Northern
Michigan is ninth in the con-
ference.

First-year head coach
Brett Riley is very excited for
the last home series to cele-
brate the seniors.

“We are very excited to
build off of last weekend and
prepare for a critical series
at home against Northern
Michigan,” Riley said. “This
weekend is especially mean-
ingful as we also celebrate
our seniors and everything
they’ve poured into this pro-
gram. | am extremely grate-
ful for the fan support we've
received all year, and we ask
everyone to show up once
more for a major weekend.
The crowd and atmosphere
have been awesome, and
that’s a true testament to
our community.”

Ferris State will host North-
ern Michigan on Friday, Feb.
13, at 7:07 pm for Educators
Night and Saturday, Feb. 14,
at 6:07 pm for Senior Night
for the final two home games
of the 2025-26 season.
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